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PREFACE, 


In  this  edition^  the  original  Date-Book  of 
Nottingham,  from  1750  to  1849,  from  the  pen  of 
the  late  "Mx.  John  Frost  Sutton,  has  been  carefullj 
reyised,  and  many  important  additions  have  been 
made  to  it.  The  work  has  been  extended  from  the 
dose  of  1849  to  that  of  the  present  year — a  period 
of  thirty  years — after  considerable  research  amongst 
authentic  records,  and  by  the  contributions  of  local 
writers. 

I  beg  to  return  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  the  assistance  which  I  have  received  during  the 
progress  of  this  work,  more  especially  to  E.  J. 
Lowe,  Esq.,  F.B.S.,  &c.,  of  Highfield  House; 
Martin  Inett  Preston,  Esq.,  solicitor;  Mr,  J.  Potter 
Briscoe,  F.II.H.S.,  corporation  librarian ;  and  Mr. 
Fred.  Webster,  F.II.H.S.,  who  have  devoted  much 
valuable  time,  and  supplied  a  large  amount  of  in- 
formation, which  leaves  me  largely  indebted  for 
their  practical  sympathy. 

To  the  subscribers,  without  whose  aid  the  work 
would  not  have  been  issued,  my  best  thanks  are 
tendered. 


Henry  Field. 


December^  1879. 
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1750. 

NOTTINGHAM,  at  the  date  marked  in  the  margin,  bore  an     1 75A 
aspect  widely  different  from  that  now  presented.*     A  brief 
description  of  the  change  may  not  be  an  inappropriate  introduction 
to  these  pages. 

There  were  few  towns  in  England  whose  exterior  was  then 
more  inviting  or  picturesque,  especially  as  seen  froqi  the  soutL 
The  description  by  Deering,  a  contemporary  writer,  appears  to 
have  been  neither  overdrawn  nor  too  highly  coloured.  He 
observes : — 

On  the  south  side,  from  an  high  perpendicular  rock,  it  not  only  overlooki  a 
large  plain  of  rich  meadows  of  its  own,  but  commands  an  horizon  of  the  00m- 
paas  of  manj  miles.  This  rock  is  so  high,  that  many  of  the  bases  of  the  houses 
built  on  the  edge  of  it,  are  at  least  one-third  higher  than  the  to|ps  of  some  houses 
in  the  Narrow-marsh,  a  street  just  under  the  rock.  On  this  side  of  the  town, 
the  middle,  adorned  with  many  stately  new  buildings,  the  Castle  on  the  left,  and 
Sneinton  and  Colwick  hills  on  the  right,  present  the  traveller  coming  from  the 
south  WITH  ▲  suBPBisiNOLT  OBAND  AND  XAONiFicENT  PBOSPEOT,  in  the  framing 
of  which  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  Art  or  Nature  has  the  greatest  share ;  a  pro- 
spect which  puts  even  a  person  the  most  acquainted  with  all  parts  of  England, 
to  stand,  to  name  its  equal.  , 

Could  the  worthy  Doctor  rise  from  the  grave-yard  of  St,  Peter's, 
with  his  flowing  surtout,  his  powdered  wig,  three-cornered  hat, 
high-heeled  shoes,  and  silver  buckles,  and  be  placed  in  the  Meadows, 
his  surprise  now  would  be,  that  so  tine  a  view  should  have  been 
HO  wofully  damaged ;  and  those  modem  architectural  embellish- 
ments, the  chimney-stalks,  the  low  and  dingy  habitations,  wharf 
buildings,  and  other  graceful  erectioTis,  which  so  greatly  mar  the 
prospect,  would  doubtless  provoke  an  expression  of  indignant  dis- 
approval. 

Nor  has  the  deterioration  of  external  beauty  been  confined  to 
the  prospect  from  the  south;  it  extends  in  every  direction.  When 
the  traveller  in  those  days  arrived  at  the  summit  of  either  Derby 
or  Mansfield  roads,  a  magnificent  panorama  lay  unveiled  at  his 

*  This  description  of  Nottingham  in  1760  is  reprinted  ss  it  appearad  in  the  origlttal 
idltion  of  the  Date-book,  puUuSsd  in  18M. 
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1750  feet,  in  which  the  cathedral  tower  of  St.  Mary's,  the  spire  of  St. 
Peter's,  with  its  elegant  crocket-work,  and  the  numerous  noble - 
mansicms  which  adorned  the  view,  and  cast  around  an  air  of 
respectability,  would  be  conspicuous  objects.  In  the  foreground, 
the  eye  would  rest  upon  residences,  neat,  however  homely,  and  all 
more  or  less  surrounded  by  ornamental  grounds  or  gardens.  In 
the  centre,  roof  would  seem  to  mount,  as  it  were  upon  roof,  an 
illusion  arising  from  the  peculiar  site,  and  the  houses  generally 
would  appear  to  great  advantage;  not  huddled  together  as  at 
present  in  one  close  compactness,  but  with  wide  and  frequent 
intervals  inclosing  recreation  grounds  and  pleasant  gardens  in  all 
parts,  and  free  to  a  great  extent  from  the  baneful  volumes  of 
smoke  which  now  overhang  and  obscure  the  prospect. 

To.  render  this  more  intelligible,  and  to  give  the  reader  a 
tolerably  clear  insight  into  the  position  of  the  town  and  the  changes 
which  a  hundred  years  have  silently  laboured  to  effect,  some 
degree  of  minuteness  in  description  will  be  necessary. 

The  altered  boundaries  first  claim  attention.  The  pedestrian, 
wishing  to  circumambulate  the  town,  would  proceed,  supposing 
him  to  start  from  the  Castle,  up  Standard-hill  (then  an  open  field), 
and  not  meet  with  any  house  until  he  arrived  at  the  comer  of  St. 
James's-street.  Proceeding  along  the  outside  streets,  his  course 
would  then  be  thus :  Mount-street,  Chapel-bar,  the  bottom  of 
Tollhouse-hAl,  Upper  Parliament-street,  Milton-street,  Lower 
Parliament-street,  St.  John's-street,  Coalpit-lane,  Hockley,  Count- 
street,  Carter-gate,  Fisher-gate,  Narrow-marsh,  Broad-marsh, 
Greyfriars'-gate,  Chesterfield-street,  and  Walnut-tree-lane  to  the 
Castle  again.  Beyond  these  comparatively  small  limits,  about  a 
mile  and  three  quarters  in  circumference,  there  were  a  number  of 
scattered  tenements,  probably  sixty  or  eighty.  The  total  number 
of  houses  was  about  2,300,  and  of  inhabitants,  11,000. 

In  the  interior  of  the  town  there  was  a  much  greater  propor- 
tion of  genteel  residences  than  at  present.  The  Castle  was  a 
principal  seat  of  the  Pelham  family,*  and  the  noble  Duke,  its 
owner,  as  Recorder  of  the  borough,  was  regarded  as  the  patron  of 
the  town,  and  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  leading  inhabi- 
tants. Thurland  House,  or  Clare  Hall  (so  designated  from  having 
l>een  the  residence  of  the  Earls  of  Clare)  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  same  noble  family.  Tlie  Hon.  Rothwell  Willoughby,  (brother 
to  Lord  Middleton),  lived  in  the  mansion  on  the  Low-pavement 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  Biddulph.*  Sir  William  Parsons  had  a  large 
establishment  on  Short-hill.  Mr.  Gregory  had  an  ancient  mansion 
in  Carl  ton-street.  John  Sherwin,  Esq.,  occupied  the  old  family 
seat  [since  greatly  altered]  at  tlie  upper  end  of  Pilcher-gate. 
F.  Thomhaugh,  Esq.,  M.P.,  had  a  house  [not  now  standing]  on 
St.  Mary's-hill,  nearly  opposite  the  iron  gates  of  Plumptre  House. 
Mr.  Gawthorn  was  the  proprietor  and  occupier  of  Vout  Hall,  on 
the  Low-pavement.  Mrs.  Newdigate  lived  in  the  elegant  mansion 
*  thb  houBo  at  Olomber  wu  not  oommenoed  till  1770. 
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at  the  west  end  of  Castle-gate,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  1760 
Jalland,  architect,  and  celebrated  as  the  residence  during  part  of 
his  captivity  in  this  country,  of  Count  Tallard,  commandant  of 
the  French  forces  at  Blenheim,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  in 
1704.  Another  commodious  lipuse,  on  the  south  side  of  the  same 
street,  was  occupied  by  a  lady  of  good  property,  named  Bennett. 
There  was  also  the  house  of  the  Hon.  William  Pierrepont,  the  pro- 
perty of  John  Plumptre,  Esq.;  and  Mr.  I^angford  Collin,  and 
members  of  other  distinguished  families,  had  suitable  residences. 
It  is  left  upon  record  by  Deering,  that  eleven  gentlemen  in  the  - 
town  maintained  coaches  or  chariots,  besides  a  considerable  num- 
ber who  kept  chaises  and  chairs.  The  nobility  and  gentry  have 
since  fled  into  the  country,  and  Nottingham  cannot  boast  of  even 
one  individual,  resident  within  its  limits,  who  regularly  keeps  his 
carriage  and  horses. 

The  disposition  or  arrangement  of  the  town  generally,  formed 
also  a  striking  contrast  to  the  present.  As  already  intimated,  the 
blocks  of  houses  were  in  a  great  measure  detached  from  each  other, 
and  the  population  more  widely  spread.  The  following  instances 
selected  from  a  large  number,  will  illustrate  this  point : — The 
numerous  outlets  from  the  Market-place  to  Parliament-street  con- 
tained comparatively  few  houses,  and  inclosed  store-grounds  and 
gardens.  A  large  orchard  occupied  a  site  extending  where  the 
lower  part  of  Park-row  now  stands  to  Mount-street,  bounded  at 
the  upper  end  by  the  Baptists'  burial-ground.  Between  the  latter 
thoroughfare  and  St.  James's-street  were  pleasure-grounds, connected 
with  a  few  houses.  The  site  between  St.  James's-street  and  Friar- 
lane  was  almost  entirely  appropriated  to  garden  purposes ;  and 
even  the  area  bounded  by  buildings  on  South-parade,  Wheeler- 
gate,  St  Peter's-sqware,  and  Peck-lane,  was  likewise  open  and 
partly  cultivated.  Mr.  Sherwin  had  a  close  of  grass  land  in 
Pilcher-gate,  and  paddocks,  principally  for  horses,  were  not  uncom- 
mon adjuncts  to  respectable  tenements.  Mr.  Sherwin  had  also  a  large 
cherry-orchard  on  both  sides  of  Coalpit^lane,  where  Cherry-street, 
Chenyrplaoe,  Sherwin-court,  and  other  seats  of  dense  populations 
are  now  foimd.  The  large  area  bounded  by  Clumber-street,  Pel- 
ham-street,  and  Carlton-street,  Broad-street,  and  Parliament-street 
(including  the  site  of  the  modem  thoroughfare,  George-street), 
embraced,  in  addition  to  buildings  along  part  of  the  three  former 
streets,  an  orchard,  several  extensive  gardens,  and  a  very  large 
field,  shaded  by  twenty  or  thirty  noble  trees.  It  may  be  stated, 
en  passant,  that  trees  were  a  common  feature  of  most  localities. 
There  were  several  in  a  small  close  at  the  bottom  of  Woolpack- 
lane.  Two  aged  sycamores  graced  the  open  space  in  front  of  the 
Leather  Bottle  inn.  A  row  of  elms  along  a  portion  of  the  west 
side  of  Stoneynsrtreet,  made  it  doubtless  a  favourite  promenade. 
Both  banks  of  the  Leen  [since  arched  over,]  were  to  a  great  ex- 
tent occupied  with  willows.  A  rew  of  poplars  flourished  along 
the  north  side  of  Parliament-street.     Seven  umbrageous  elms,  of 
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1760  goodly  proportions,  in  a  line  parallel  with  South-parade,  formed  a 
conspicuous  feature  in  the  Market-place ;  and  without  further 
enlargement  on  this  point,  trees  were  both  common  and  numerous. 
It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  the  streets  and  courts  were  by  no  means 
the  close  and  unhealthy  places  they  are  at  the  present  day.  Ac- 
cording to  the  account  taken  in  1739,  (eleven  years  previously, 
during  which  interval,  however,  the  population  increased  but 
slightly),  Mount-street  contained  but  34  houses  [and  there  are  now, 
exclusive  of  the  tributary  courts  and  places,  to  include  which  would 
swell  the  number  almost  indefinitely,  within  the  same  limits, 
about  70]  ;  Milton-street  contained  but  9  ;  Broad-street,  17  [now 
46];  Byard-lane,  3;  Bottle-lane,  13;  Chandler's-lane,  26;  Clum- 
ber-street, 19;  Coalpit-lane,  4;  Groose-gate,  21;  High-street,  8; 
High-pavement,  48 ;  Count-street,  8 ;  Stoney-street,  26 ;  Wool- 
pack-lane,  17  ;  St.  Peter's  church-side,  5 ;  Carlton-street,  14;  &c. 
The  figures  quoted  are  conclusive  in  lowing  how  judiciously  the 
population  was  spread  over  a  comparatively  large  surface ;  nearly 
all  the  courts  and  yards  that  now  swarm  with  inhabitants,  being 
the  sad  creations  of  later  years. 

A  remarkable  change  in  the  nomenclature  of  the  streets  calls 
here  for  incidental  notice.  Broad-street  was  known  as  Broad-lane; 
Beast-market-hill,  as  Beast-hill  or  Friar-roto ;  Bottle-lane  still  re- 
tained in  legal  documents  its  ancient  appellation,   Livby-lane  ; 
Byard-lane  was  also  known  as  WoUer4ane;  Chesterfield-street, 
as  Chesterfieldrlane ;  Canal-street,  as  Leen-side;  Count-street,  as 
FcUavicinHs^ow ;   Carlton-street,  as  Swine-green;  Cheapside,  as 
RoUenrTow ;  Church-street,  as  St  Petev^s-laive ;  Clumber-street,  as 
Coio-Ume;  Chapel-bar,  as  Bar-gcUe;  'Change-alley,  as  SJvoe^booths ; 
Chandler's-lane,    as    Chaler*8'lane ;    Friar-lane,  as  MoothaU^aie ; 
Fletcher-gate,  as  Fleaher^ate;  Goose-gate  (with  some),  as  anciently, 
Goese-gate;  Gramer*s-hill,  as  Brightmoor-hill ;  High-street,  also  as 
SadUr-gate ;    Hockley,  as  Hockley-hole ;    Halifax-place,  as  Jack 
NuttalTs'lane ;  The  Hollows  (lower  part),  as  Bog-hole;  Middle- 
hill,  as  Mont4a7ie ;  Milton-street,  as  Boot-lane;  Maiden-lane,  as 
Fair  Maiden4a/ne;  Mount-street,  as  Bearward-lane ;  Market-street, 
as  Blowbladder-street ;  Pelham-street,  as  Gridlesmith-gaie ;  Park- 
street,  as  Friar-lane  ;  Parliament-street,  as  The  Back-side ;   Park- 
row,  as  Butt-dyke ;  the  Poultry,  as  Cuckstool-row ;  Postern-place, 
as  JohnsorH s-cov/rt ;  B«d  Lion-square,  as  The  Bridge-foot ;  Sussex- 
street,  as  Tumcalf-aUey  ;  St.  John's-street,  as  part  of  Coalpit-lane; 
St.  James's-street,  as  St  James' s-lane ;  the  south  end  of  Stoney- 
street,  as  St  Mary's-hill ;   a  thoroughfare  from  'Change-alley  to 
Smithy-row,  as  Shamble-lane;    Friar-yard,  as    The  Whitejriars ; 
South-parade,  as  Timber-hill;  Tollhouse-hill,  as  Toller* s-hill;  Water- 
street,  as  Back-lane;  Woolpack-lane,  as  Newark-lane;  Wheeler- 
gate,  as  Wheelwright  gorte ;   Warser-gate,  as  Worser-lane ;  Bond- 
street    (York-street   to    Mansfield-road),   as  Bedlainrcourt ;    and 
Dmry-hill,  as  Vout-lane,     This  list  might  even  be  further  extended ; 
and  considering  that  the  whole  of  8ie  streets  and  places  in  the 
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town  were  not  one  hundred  in  number,  reveals  the  fact  of  a  very   1760 
large  proportion  having  undergone  a  change  of  name. 

The  altered  dimensions  and  overcrowding  of  the  town  are 
doubtless  traceable  to  the  influence  of  local  manufactures.  The 
wide  extension  of  the  hosiery,  and  the  subsequent  rise  and  rapid 
expansion  of  the  lace,  increase<l  the  population  very  considerably, 
and  habitations  sprang  up  in  all  directions,  with  the  least  possible 
regard  to  external  appearances  or  sanitary  regulations. 

Of  the  trades  or  manufactures  then  conducted,  the  principal 
were, — the  hosiery,  and  the  conversion  of  barley  into  malt.  In  the 
former,  there  were  fifty  manufacturers,  employers  of  frames,  or  as 
they  were  commonly  called  "  putters  out,"  who  all  traded  directly 
with  London,  besides  others  who  only  dealt  with  Leicester. 
Unitedly,  they  found  work  for  above  3,000  frames,  of  which  up- 
wards of  1,200  were  in  the  town,  and  the  rest  in  villages  adjacent. 
Upon  these  frames  depended  the  support  of  "  the  masters,"  3,000 
kmtters,  a  considerable  number  of  winders,  sizers,  and  seamers, 
and  woolcombers,  framesmiths,  setters-up,  sinker-makers,  needle- 
makers,  &c. ;  in  the  whole  upwards  of  4,000.  In  the  malting 
business,  there  were  about  forty  sets  of  rooms  within  the  town,  and 
some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  trade  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that,  one  sitting  with  another,  the  maltsters  averaged  in  their 
aggregate  payments  to  the  Excise,  £1,000  a  time. 

There  is  no  means  of  ascertaining  with  precision  the  numbers 
engaged  in  other  departments  of  trade.  In  1739,  however,  Not- 
tingham possessed  5  apothecaries,  1 5  attorneys,  40  bakers,  1  banker^ 
(Mr.  Smith),  30  barbers,  4  basket-makers,  1  bell-founder,  1  bird- 
cage-maker, 3  bleachers,  3  booksellers,  2  brass  founders,  3  braziers, 
11  bricklayers,  65  butohers,  3  button-makers,  7  carpenters,  9 
carriers,  10  chandlers,  1  coachmaker,  3  collar-makers,  1  confectioner, 
7  coopers,  1  cork-cutter,  1  counsellor,  4  curriers,  3  cutlers,  3  dis- 
tillers, 5  drapers,  3  druggists,  1  drysalter,  3  dyers,  2  felmongers, 
4  fishmongers  and  iromongers  (then  one  business),  1  file  cutter, 
20  gardeners,  1  glass-manufacturer  (the  manufacture  was  carried 
on  at  works  in  Glasshouse-street),  1 2  glovers  and  makers  of  breeches, 

3  goldsmiths,  4  dealers  in  hats,  3  hair-pickers,  41  innkeepers,  24 
joiners,  1  lead  manufacturer,  (the  works  were  situated  at  the  south- 
west end  of  Broad-marsh,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  part  of 
Carrington-street),  2  mat-makers,  12  mercers,  1  miller,  3  milliners, 
1  nailor,  9  plumbers,  2  printers,  3  painters,  2  paviours,  6  physicians, 

1  pin  manufacturer,  12  plasterers,  2  potters,  91  pot  or  ale-houses, 

2  rope-makers,  7  saddlers,  30  shoemakers,  3  smiths,  4  soap-boilers, 

4  staymakers,  1  stonecutter,  3  surgeons,  3  tanners,  52  tailors,  2 
tinmen,  4  pipemakers,  3  dealers  in  toys,  3  turners,  10  bricklayers, 
2  upholsterers,  6  weavers  of  linen,  2  wheelwrights,  2  woodenheel 
makers,  and  3  woolcombers.  These,  it  must  be  inferred,  were 
master  tradesmen;  and  making  the  necessary  addition  in  some 
branches  for  the  slight  increase  of  population,  would  maintain  the 
same  proportion  in  1750.     The  most  striking  change  shown  by  the 
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1750  list>  is  the  much  greater  proportion  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors,  and  the  substantial 
necessaries  of  life,  than  at  the  present  time.  The  public-houses  of 
all  grades  were  in  the  proportion  of  1  in  1 7  of  the  total  number  of 
houses ;  the  proportion  is  now  less  than  one  in  24.  Instead  of  40 
malting  establishments,  there  are  now  only  27  ;  and  of  the  three 
distilleries  that  then  flourished  there  remains  no  trace  whatever. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  90  tradesmen  engaged  in  the  bread 
and  flour  business ;  this  only  shows  an  increase  of  about  100  per 
cent,  during  the  century,  as  there  were  42  bakers  in  the  year 
1750,  though  the  population  was  but  a  fifth  of  what  it  is  at  the 
present  day.  Butchers  have  increased  from  65  to  nearly  200, — 
about  300  per  cent.,  the  population  having  increased  meanwhile 
more  than  700  per  cent.  It  is  an  unhealthy  s3anptom,  <mi  the  other 
hand,  of  a  change  in  the  requirements  of  society,  that  the  physi- 
cians, surgeons,  apothecaries,  and  druggists,  who  then  numbered 
17  collectively,  i^ould  now  number  76,  Beef,  bread,  and  beer 
were  evidently  in  much  greater  repute  than  physic.  Concurrently 
with  this,  we  have  an  undue  increase  of  another  necessary  evil : 
the  number  of  lawyers  has  swelled  from  15  to  53. 

The  prices  of  provisions  were  generally  much  lower  than  we 
now  find  them.  The  following  appears  to  have  been  the  general 
rate : — ^Wheat,  28s.  to  32s.  per  qr. ;  barley,  IBs. ;  rye,  14s. ;  oats, 
78.  to  10s. ;  beans  and  peas,  16s.  to  30s.  (extremely  fluctuating) ; 
malt  24s.  Beef,  veal,  mutton,  lamb,  and  pork,  on  an  average  2]^. 
per  lb.*;  butter,  from  4d.  to  6d.  per  lb. ;  cheese,  3d.  per  lb. ; 
eggs,  30  to  50  for  Is. ;  fowls,  per  couple.  Is.  4d.  to  2s. ;  pigeons, 
per  dozen.  Is.  4d.  to  Is.  6d.  A  goose,  green.  Is. ;  stubble,  Is.  6d. ; 
Christmas,  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  Ducks,  per  couple,  8d.  to  Is.  and  Is.  6d.; 
a  turkey,  from  2s.  to  3s. ;  rabbits,  per  couple,  6d.  to  8d. ;  and  peas, 
green,  per  peck,  4d.  to  6d. 

Bridlesmith-gate  and  the  Long-row  were  the  seats  of  the 
principal  tradesmen's  shops;  most  of  them  were  open  in  front,  and 
the  passer-by  had  simply  to  halt,  and  the  shopkeeper  and  goods 
were  fully  at  command.  Those  protected  by  windows  were  few 
in  number,  with  panes  of  glass  miserably  small  and  opaque.  The 
tradesmen  themselves  were  generally  a  jovial,  hearty,  and  inde- 
pendent class  of  men ;  the  modem  art  of  puffing  was  but  in  its 
infancy,  and  he  who  would  ofler  his  commodities  at  less  than  cur- 
rent rates,  was  thought  mean  and  dishonourabla  Failures  were 
comparatively  rara 

*  Tlie  following  is  a  copy  of  a  butcher's  biU  paid  by  Mr.  Hustwaite,  of  St  Jamee't-fltreet, 
about  this  period,  and  now  in  the  author's  possession.  Compared  with  later  prioee,  it  be- 
comes a  document  worthy  of  record  :— 

1748.  £    I.    d. 

Oct    18    A  Leff  of  Mutton,  61b.  at  2id.     . .        ..013 
Cafye's 


19  A  Cafye's  Head 

—  22  A  Saddle  of  Mutton 

—  29  Beef,  7ilb.  at  Sd. 

Not.    1  a  Leg  of  Veal,  Tib.  at  2d. 

—  2  A  Leg  of  Mutton    . . 

—  6  Beef,  Slbs.  at  8d.    . . 
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The  intenud  arrangement  of  the  Market-place  was  thus : — a 
structure  known  as  the  Malt  Cross  stood  in  the  centre  between 
Sheep-lane  and  St.  Jameses-street ;  its  base  was  four  feet  high,  upon 
which  rested  six  pillars,  covered  with  a  tiled  roof,  and  the  whole 
surmounted  with  six  sundials  and  a  vane.  Within  this  cross  and 
around  it  sat  those,  on  market-days,  who  sold  china  and  earthen- 
ware ;  and  it  was  from  this  structure  that  all  proclamations  or 
declarations  of  war  or  peace  were  read,  in  a  face  of  the  full  market : 
it  was  also  the  usual  resort  of  labourers  waiting  for  employment. 
The  Exchange,  then  called  **  The  New  Change,"  presented  a  red 
brick  front,  supported  by  ten  stone  pillars  forming  a  piazza  :  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  feu^rde  were  three  niches  of  stone,  originally 
designed  as  receptacles  for  statues  of  George  the  First  and  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales :  these  niches  were  unoccupied,  and 
continued  so  up  to  the  time  of  their  demolition  in  1815.  The 
figure  of  Astraxij  the  Goddess  of  Justice,  surveyed  the  market,  as 
now,  from  the  top  of  the  building.  In  front,  were  the  stalls  of 
fishmongers  and  dealers  in  hardwares.  Farmers  and  comfactors 
occupied  a  large  space  in  front  of  the  Malt  Cross.  The 
gardeners  took  their  station  from  the  middle  of  Long-row  up 
to  Chapel-bar.  In  The  Sands  (more  in  the  centre,  parallel  with 
the  Row)  was  the  market  for  horses.  The  dealers  in  swine  were 
to  be  met  with  on  the  South-parade,  a  dirty  and  generally  noisome 
swamp.  The  other  parts  of  the  spacious  area  were  covered  with 
miscellaneous  merchandise.''^ 

In  addition  to  the  Malt  Cross,  the  town  possessed  two  others, 
the  Hen  Cross  and  Weekday  Cross.  The  former  stood  about 
equidistant  from  the  Poultry  and  Cheapside,  about  twelve  yards 
from  the  ElizabethaiL  House.     The  Cross  consisted  of  a  respectable 

"  The  present  dimensions  of  the  Market-place  are  ait  follows : 

ARJtAH.                                                           aq.  yd*. 
The  open  space  bounded  on  the  north  b}'  the  Lung-row  ;  south  by  South- 
parade,  kc  ;  oast,  by  the  Exchange ;  and  on  the  west  by  a  line  drawn 
across  the  upper  part,  from  Cannon-yard  to  Green-yard,  measures         . .  19408 
The  open  space  between  the  Long-row  and  Smith v-rnw,  from  the  Exchange- 
front  to  Hisrh-street,  is        4262 

'riic  open  aiKu.'e  between  the  Poultry  and  CheapKide.  from  the  Exchange- 
front  to  High-street  is  2490 

Total         201K) 

Su))|Mit.iiig  the  Market-place  to  continue  as  far  ^eNt  aa  the  end  of  Mount- 
xtreet,  there  must  bo  added  the  above 1860 

Total  square  yards  27515 

Or,  Five  Acres,  Two  Roods,  Thirty  Perches,  nearly. 

L1CK0TI18. 

Long-row,  ftt)m  Mount-street  to  Cliunber-street 

Smithy-row 

Exchange  Front 

Exchange-alley 

Cheapsule 

Poultry 

Timber-hill 

Beartmarket-hill 

Angel-row 

Total  length  of  frontage  roimd  the  Market-place 1167    0    8 

,     AcroM  the  ends  of  the  different  streets  leading  to  the  Market-place  . .  77    0    8 


1760 


yd.   . 

f- 

tn. 

410 

2 

2 

lis 

2  10 

89 

1 

9 

48 

1 

2 

73 

0 

9 

107 

2 

4 

IStt 

0 

6 

92 

1 

2 

186 

0 

TMallength  round  the  MariEot-pkoe  1244 

Or,  76ycrd0,lfoot,8indietlentluuithree-quArtcnof  amfle.    - 
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1750  column  on  an  hexangular  base  four  steps  high,  and  around  it,  the 
oountry  people,  on  Saturdays,  exposed  for  sale  all  kinds  of  poultry. 
The  Weekday  Cross  was  a  column  on  an  octangular  base  larger 
than  the  former,  with  four  steps,  and  stood  in  the  open  space  near 
the  .Town  HaU.  The  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  markets  were 
held  around  it,  chiefly  for  butter,  eggs,  wild  fowl,  pigeons,  fruity 
and  fish :  a  number  of  shambles,  to  the  the  north  and  south  of 
this  Cross,  were  open  all  the  week,  except  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
for  the  sale  of  meat.  The  Saturday  meat-market  was  for  the  most 
part  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Exchange. 

The  means  of  transport  for  travellers  and  merchandise  were 
also  in  strange  contrast  -with  the  present.  The  roads  were  in  sucih 
an  execrable  state  as,  with  few  exceptions,  not  to  be  passable  for 
a  cart,  or  other  wheeled  vehicle.  Consequent  on  this,  the  internal 
trade  of  the  island  had  to  be  carried  on  by  means  of  pack  horses^ 
and  a  few  navigable  rivers,  the  very  idea  of  canals  and  good 
macadamized  roads  being  deemed  highly  problematical.  lines  of 
horses  or  mules,  each  fi^m  a  dozento  thirty  or  forty  in  number, 
the  first  having  a  bell,  conveyed  through  long  winding  lanes,  a 
large  part  of  the  merchandise.  The  trader  or  merchant,  who  in 
most  cases  accompanied  his  pack,  received  his  balances  in  guineas, 
which,  with  a  pair  of  loaded  pistols,  he  carried  in  his  saddle-bag. 
On  the  principal  highways,  where  passable,  heavy  and  cumbrous 
vehicles  were  used,  as  improved  means  of  locomotion.  These 
clumsy  contrivances  were  made  very  strong,  to  resist  injury  from 
the  dangerous  inequalities  of  the  roads,  and  carried  no  passengers 
on  the  roof,  but  each  had  a  large  basket— literally  a  basket — swung 
behind,  for  half-price  passengers.  The  coachman  had  four  horses 
in  hand,  and  a  postilion  rode  a  pair  of  leaders.  Three  miles  an 
hour,  including  stoppages,  was  thought  a  good  pace,  and  four  a 
wonderment.  There  were  also  road  waggons,  travelling  at  a  still 
slower  rate,  as  cumbrous  and  ugly  as  the  mind  can  well  conceive. 

So  defective  were  the  roads  in  the  Midland  counties  that,  up 
to  about  this  period,  they  were  generally  of  the  most  primitive 
kind — rude,  rutty,  and  abominable.  Even  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Nottingham,  some  of  them  were  at  times  impassable  for  veHicles 
of  any  description ;  and  in  the  winter  months,  it  happened  not 
infrequently,  that  waggons  and  coaches  stuck  in  the  mud,  and 
were  left  there  till  extrication  became  more  easy.  In  1749,  Wil- 
liam Hutton,  the  Birmingham  historian,  who  gained  a  precarious 
subsistence  in  Nottingham  as  a  bookseller,  attended  Southwell  on 
market-days,  whenever  practicable.  He  represents  the  road  [now 
one  of  the  best  in  the  coimty]  as  "despicable,"  and  as  taking  him 
five  hours  to  traverse  the  fourteen  miles,  though  a  good  pedestrian. 
In  one  of  these  journeys  he  describes  himself  as  meeting  in  the 
Forest,  four  dcer-stealers  returning  with  a  buck,  and  being  put  in 
fear  lest  he  should  be  knocked  on  the  head  to  keep  silence.  The 
Forest,  it  may  be  remarked  at  this  point,  retained  much  of  its  * 
pristine  glory,  and  the  road  from  Notttingham  to  Mansfield  passed 
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through  what  was  for  the  most  part,  in  spite  of  large  inclosures,   1750 
ope  continued  wood.     The  road  to  Loughborough,  long  in  a  most 
dangerous  and  impassable  state,  having  recently  been  a  subject  of 
extensive  repairs,  was  decidedly  in  the  best  condition  of  any. 

The  Trent,  however,  was  the  great  highway  for  goods  and 
merchandise.  The  town  was  supplied  through  this  medium  with 
bar-iron,  block-tin,  wines,  oUs,  groceries,  salt,  tar,  hops,  hemp,  flax, 
drugs,  and  foreign  timber ;  and  in  return,  sent  coal,  lead,  timber, 
com,  wool,  potters'-ware,  and  large  quantities  of  Cheshire,  War- 
wickshire, and  Staffordshire  cheese. 

Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  highways,  the  carriers,  whether 
by  pack  or  wheel-carriage,  were  in  number  very  limited.  The 
following  ia  understood  to  be  a  complete  list : — First,  there  were 
three  wMch  set  out  weekly  on  Tuesday  morninirs  for  the  Metropolis, 
letaming  each  Friday  night*  Next  in  importance  was  the  o^ 
to  York,  who  started  on  Tuesday  at  three  in  the  morning  (half  an 
hour  after  his  London  brethren),  and  returned  on  SaturdbEiy.  The 
Leicester  carrier  set  out  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  returning  on 
Tuesday  and  Friday.  The  Mansfield  carrier  came  in  on  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday,  and  returned  the  same  days.  The  Derby  car- 
rier came  in  and  returned  on  Wednesday  and  Friday.  The  Melton 
carrier  came  in  on  Friday,  and  returned  on  Saturday.  The  Lough- 
borough carrier  came  in  on  Wednesday  and  Friday,  and  returned 
the  same  days.  The  Southwell  carrier  came  in  on  Wednesday 
and  Friday,  and  returned  the  same  days.  The  Leeds,  Sheffield, 
and  Chesterfield  carrier  came  in  on  Tuesday,  and  returned  on 
Wednesday.  The  carrier  to  Lincoln  and  Boston  went  out  on 
Monday  and  Friday,  returning  generally  the  day  following.  The 
Alfreton  carrier  came  in  on  Friday,  and  returned  on  Saturday. 
The  Manchester  carrier  came  in  on  Friday,  and  returned  the  day 
following.  The  Bristol  carrier  came  in  on  Wednesday,  and  re- 
turned immediately.  The  Birmingham  carrier  came  in  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  returned  the  next  day :  and  lastly,  the  Bewdley 
carrier  came  in  every  other  Wednesday,  and  returned  on  Thursday. 
So  inadequate  were  these  conveyances  to  accommodate  the  inter- 
course of  the  district,  that  no  fewer  than  400  saddle-horses  were 
kept  by  the  middle  and  trading  classes  of  Nottingham  alone,  a 
proportion  of  about  one  horse  to  each  29  inhabitants. 

These  means  of  conveyance  were,  however,  inaccessible  to  the 
generality  of  the  working  classes,  who,  when  required  at  distant 
places,  had  to  perform  many  a  weary  pilgrimage  on  foot.  The 
idea  of  such  a  luxury  as  cheap  railway  trains  flying  at  a  speed  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  would  have  been  deemed  highly  Utopian  and 
visionary.  William  Hutton  states  in  his  "  Life,"  that  when  in 
business  in  Nottingham  (at  about  the  date  indicated  in  the  margin), 
he  walked  to  London  and  back  for  the  purpose  of  buying  tools, 
and  was  nine  days  away  from  home,  six  of  which  were  spent  in 

*  Hm  flnt  oonToyanoe  between  Nottingham  and  London  commenoed  running  in  1772; 
tad  ttarted  from  Silk  Mill-yard,  Parliamant-itreet :  Richard  Sutton,  oollar  and  ham««- 
r,  proprietor. 

0 
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1750  going  and  returning.  He  travelled  all  the  way  on  foot,  dreading 
robbers,  and  still  more  dreading  the  cost  of  food  and  lodging  at 
public-houses.  His  whole  expenses  during  this  toilsome  expedition 
were  only  ten  shillings  and  eightpence  ;  but  he  contented  himself 
with  the  barest  necessaries,  keeping  the  money  for  his  tools  sewed 
up  in  his  shirt-collar.  If  Hutton  had  lived  in  these  days,  he  would, 
upon  principles  of  sheer  economy,  taking  into  account  the  loss  of 
time,  have  gone  to  ^ndon  and  back  by  a  "  Gavemrnent  VraxTk^ 
as  well  as  have  avoided  much  fotigue  and  danger. 

The  nobility  and  gentry  were  accustomed  to  make  their  long 
journeys  in  ponderous  family  carriages,  drawn  by  four  horses. 
These  vehicles  would  be  laden  at  top  with  an  array  of  trunks  and 
boxes,  while  perhaps  six  or  seven  persons,  with  a  lap-dog,  would 
be  stowed  within.  The  danger  of  famine  on  the  road  was  averted 
by  a  travelling  larder  of  baskets  of  various  condiments ;  the  risk 
of  thirst  would  be  provided  against  by  bottles  of  usquebaugh,  black 
cherry  brandy,  cinnamon  water,  sack,  port,  or  strong  beer :  while 
the  convoy  would  be  protected  by  a  basket-hilted  sword,  an  old 
blunderbuss,  and  a  bag  of  bullets,  and  a  great  horn  of  gunpowder. 

Such  protection  in  those  days  was  necesMtry,  The  roads  were 
infested  with  highwaymen,  and  stoppages  were  of  almost  daily 
occurrence.  Many  a  Dick  Turpin  traversed  the  open  roads  and 
frequented  the  secluded  nooks  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties, 
and  an  encounter  with  one  or  more  of  them  was  a  contingency 
arainst  which  the  prudent  traveller  had  to  provide.  The  high- 
waymen were  in  general  wary  and  desperate,  well  knowing  that 
if  once  in  the  clutches  of  the  law,  their  doom  was  certain.  Death 
was  the  common  punishment  of  this  and  other  offences.  "  Guilty 
— Death,"  were  familiar  words  in  the  criminal  courts.  It  was 
death  to  steal  mutton — death  requited  the  industry  of  the  burglar, 
the  shoplifter,  and  the  coiner — death  attended  all,  and  was  regarded 
as  the  great  conservator  of  social  security.  De  minimis  curabat 
Mora,  The  murderer  fored  little  worse  than  the  robber  of  a  hen- 
roost. Thrust  alike  into  an  underground  cell,  they  were  led  forth 
at  the  appointed  hour,  to  expiate  their  crime  on  Gallows-hill. 

Felons  in  the  Town  Jail  were  chained  in  vaults  under  the 
present  building.  Their  condition  was  at  times  wretched,  the  dis- 
tempter  known  as  "jail  fever,"  raging  so  violently  as  to  decimate 
their  number.  Debtors  were  incarcerated  in  the  cells  above.  The 
County  Jail  on  the  High-pavement,  occupied  but  a  part  of  the  site 
of  the  present  structure.  It  had  a  barn-like  appearance,  with 
three  large  wooden  gates  in  front  in  a  very  dilapidated  state,  and 
was  altogether  little  better  than  a  ruin. 

The  amount  of  crime,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  law, 
was  relatively  greater  than  we  now  find  it.  The  prevailing  im- 
morality was  doubtless  one  great  incentive  to  its  perpetration. 
This  immorality  existed  with  open  and  unblushing  front.  Drunken- 
neBB  and  debauchery  were  vices  alike  common,  with  few  exceptioniit, 
to  rich  and  poor.    The  taint  which  Charles  IX  and  hi9  liowitiauft 
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oourt  had  inflicted  on  the  nation,  still  festered,  and  had  extended  17^^ 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  society.  If  a  gentleman  or  trades- 
man was  honest  in  his  outward  dealings,  and  punctual  and  honour- 
able in  his  worldly  engagements,  his  private  vices  and  peccadilloes 
were  little  heeded ;  and  an  indulgence  in  licentiousness  was  no 
obstacle  to  a  man's  entrance  into  good  society.  Until  the  reign  of 
Qeorge  IIL  (ten  years  after  this  date),  a  Koyal  mistreis  continued 
to  be  maintained  at  Court  as  a  State  appendage,  by  which  the 
public  immorality  was  kept  in  countenance  ;  and  we  are  gravely 
told  that  right  reverend  prelates,  as  well  as  political  aspirants,  did 
not  distain  to  watch  the  politics,  and  profit  by  the  favour,  of  the 
piredominating  lady  of  the  day. 

Another  great  cause  of  crime  was,  the  neglected  state  of  the 
people  as  respects  education.  Three-fourths  of  the  commonality 
were  incapable  of  using  a  pen,  and  a  vast  proportion  could  not 
even  read.  Day-schools  were  few  in  number,  and  sadly  wanting 
in  efficiency  :  Sunday-schools  were  totally  unknown. 

Taking  this  state  of  things  into  account,  it  can  no  longer  be 
deemed  surprising  that  the  town  should  have  supported  so  many 
public-houses.  The  coarse  song  and  the  latest  piece  of  scandal 
formed  the  intellectual  repast  of  multitudes,  and  convivial  parties 
and  bacchanalian  clubs  were  numerous.  The  most  remarkable  of 
these  clubs  was  that,  probably,  wliich  met  at  the  Union  Inn,  on 
the  Long-row  [the  premises  now  divided  into  two  shops  at  the 
junction  with  Sheep-lane].  Four  o'clock  in  the  morning  was  the 
time  of  meeting,  and  one  of  its  standing  rules  provided  that  every 
man  who  had  not  emptied  his  quart  pot  of  strong  ale,  for  which 
the  house  was  famous,  before  the  clock  struck  six,  should  forfeit  a 
gallon  for  those  present.  Kegulations  equally  preposterous  pre- 
vailed in  other  associations  of  a  like  character ;  and  some  were 
distinguished, by  party  predilections.  Orange  or  Jacobite,  as  the 
case  might  be. 

*  The  Jacobite  spirit  lingered  in  the  breasts  of  many,  not- 
withstanding the  terrible  blow  inflicted  at  Culloden.  The  follow- 
ing sketchy  illustrative  of  local  Jacobitism,  appeared  originally  in 
7'he  I'aum  Magazine  in  1836  : — 

**  The  house  standing  at  the  north-west  corner  of  Chapel-bar, 
formerly  known  by  the  sign  of  'The  Eagle  and  Child,'  and  at 
present  occupied  by  Mr.  DeveriU,  as  a  spirit  store,  was  erected  in 
the  year  1714,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hawksley,  an  alderman  of  the 
town,  and  great-great  uncle  to  the  present  Mr.  Hawksley,  architect 
and  surveyor.  Mr.  Alderman  Hawksley  was  a  violent  Jacobite, 
or  maintainer  of  the  rights  of  the  Stuarts ;  in  favour  of  which 
family  there  had  always  existed  a  powerful  party  in  the  town,  as 
is  proved  by  the  return  of  membei's  to  Parliament,  and  the  elections 
to  corporate  honoura  In  the  year  1715,  the  eventful  year  of  the 
first  Rebellion  in  the  North  in  favour  of  the  exiled  family,  Mr. 
Hawksley  was  geminated  to  the  mayoralty ;  during  which  period, 
and  probably  on  the  occasion  of  some  temporary  success  ihaX  ioV 
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1750  lowed  the  first  movements  of  the  partisans  of  Charles  James,  Mr. 
Hawksley  gave  an  entertainment  to  a  party  of  his  political  friends 
at  his  own  house,  when,  probably  in  a  state  of  inebriety  or  eleva- 
tion of  spirits  from  those  copious  libations  of  strong  ale,  in  whidi 
the  aldermen  of  Nottingham,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, 
were  at  that  time  accustomed  to  indulge  on  festive  occasions,  and 
to  which  Mr.  Hawksley,  from  the  nature  of  his  business,  he  being 
a  maltster,  as  had  been  his  family  through  several  successive 
generations,  might  be  considered  to  be  more  than  ordinarily 
addicted,  he  went  dawn  on  his  bare  knees  before  the  company,  and 
from  a  large  silver  tankard,  out  of  which  he  was  accustomed  to 
regale  his  friends,  drank — *  Success  to  the  House  of  Stuart !  and 

to  their  enemies !'  at  least  so  swore  one  Mather,  an 

attendant  or  waiter,  on  whose  oath  the  Mayor  was  committed  by 
a  brother  Magistrate  to  the  House  of  Correction.  As  might  he 
expected,  a  considerable  degree  of  confusion  attended  the  execution 
of  this  warrant,  and  several  persons  wer«  severely  injureA  The 
Orange  party,  however,  finally  prevailed,  and  his  worship  was 
safely  lodged  within  the  walls  of  the  prison. 

"  A  Hall  was  immediately  called,  and,  after  a  very  stormy 
contention,  during  which  the  whole  corporate  body  were  more  than 
once  on  the  point  of  getting  to  cudgels,  or  handy-cuffs,  the  Whigs 
succeeded  in  carrying  a  vote  to  deprive  Mr.  Hawksley  of  his 
official  dignity,  and  invest  Mr.  Alderman  Watkinson  with  the 
mace. 

"  During  the  period  of  Mr.  Hawksley's  detention  in  prison, 
which  was  only  for  a  short  time,  he  was  visited  by  vast  numbers 
of  his  brother  Jacobites,  more  especially  those  of  the  higher  class 
in  society  for  many  miles  round,  the  novelty  of  the  circumstances 
having  created  a  considerable  sensation  in  the  adjacent  parts,  with 
congratulations  on  his  spirit  and  patriotism,  and  offers  of  pecuniary 
and  legal  assistance. 

"  It  is  creditable  to  the  parties  opposed  to  the  recusant  Mayor* 
to  say  that  they  offered  no  unreasonable  opposition  to  his  receiving 
all  the  comforts  and  accommodation  during  his  confinement  which 
himself  or  friends  deemed  necessary ;  he  kept  a  good  table  in  the 
House  of  Correction,  and  had  every  day  a  party  to  dine  with  him; 
the  bed  on  which  he  slept  was  furnished  from  his  own  house ;  the 
bed  furniture  was  green  damask,  and  of  these  curtains  a  flag  was 
afterwards  made,  which  was  many  years  the  rallying  standard  of 
the  Tory,  or  high-church  party,  as  they  were  then  called,  upon 
public  occasions.  Mr.  Hawksley  brought  three  distinct  actions 
against  the  commiting  Magistrate  for  false  imprisonment;  but 
failed  in  every  one  of  them,  though  there  was  no  statute  in  exis- 
tence under  which  he  could  have  been  convicted  of  a  crime  :  the 
Act  against  the  uttering  of  seditious  expressions  not  being  passed 
until  many  years  after  that  period. 

<<We  cannot  dismiss  this  account  of  Mr.  Hawksley's  im- 
prisonment without  again  carrying  our  readers  back  for  a  few 
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moments  to  the  old  house.  At  the  time  the  above  event  took  1760 
place,  the  ancient  gateway  called  Chapel-bar,  was  in  existence. 
It  consited  of  a  postern  on  each  side  the  road,  abutting  nearly 
upon  the  comer  of  Mr.  Alderman  Hawksley's  house  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  house  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Armitage,  gardener, 
on  the  other,  standing  a  few  yards  in  advance  of  both  buildings 
up  Derby-road,  and,  consequently,  narrowing  the  entrance  into 
Parliament-street  so  much,  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  a  carriage 
entering;  between  the  posterns  was  a  gateway,  about  15  feet  high, 
and  sufficiently  wide  for  a  carriage  to  pass  through,  into  which 
opened  two  doors  from  arched  pentagonal  shaped  rooms,  one  of 
which  had  formerly  been  used  as  a  guard-room,  and  the  other  as  a 
chapel,  from  which  the  gateway  received  its  distinctive  appellation. 
This  deserted  chapel  Mr.  Hawksley  converted  into  a  brewhouse : 
and  there  was  concocted  that  inspiring  nectar  which  had  inflamed 
his  loyalty  to  such  a  high  degree  in  favour  of  his  former  sovereign 
and  family.  This  occupying  of  the  place  where  altars  and  con- 
fessional stools  had  stood,  with  coppers  and  mash-tubs,  which 
utensils  continued  to  be  the  furniture  of  the  place  until  the  whole 
gateway  was  pulled  down  in  the  year  1743,  gave  occasion  to  a  wag 
of  that  day  to  write  the  following  distich,  and  paste  it  one  morn- 
ing on  the  brewhouse  door : — 

Here  priests  of  old  tamed  wafers  into  God, 

And  gare  poor  Utymen  bread,  for  flesh  and  blood ; 

But  now  a  liquid  mystery's  here  set  up ! 

Where  priest  and  laymen,  both,  partake  the  cnp. 

After  the  Town  Wall  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  bastions  at  Chapel- 
bar  had  ceased  to  be  of  importance  as  works  of  defence,  a  quantity 
of  earth  was  carried  to  the  top,  and  a  pretty  garden  formed  there- 
on. Bight  over  the  gateway  a  sycamore  tree  was  planted,  which 
in  Deermg's  time  was  large  enough  to  be  formed  into  a  bower,  un- 
der which  six  or  eight  persons  could  conveniently  sit ;  the  remainder 
was  laid  out  into  a  flower  garden,  which  was  celebrated  for  the 
growth  of  tulips  and  other  choice  flowers.'' 

Popular  amusements  or  relaxation  was  not,  however,  confined 
to  such  places  of  resort.  Professional  men  and  trademen  knew  how 
to  combine  pleasure  with  business,  in  various  ways.  The  chase, 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  was  well  provided  with  fallow 
deer,  and  an  excellent  pack  of  hounds  was  maintained  in  the  town 
by  subscription,  and  another,  by  the  Hon.  Rothwell  Willoughby, 
of  the  Low-pavement,  for  those  who  chose  to  follow  the  hare ;  and 
game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful,  alike  for  the  huntsman  and  the 
fowler.  St.  Ann's  Well  was  for  many  a  favourite  resort :  this 
hostelry  was  most  respectable,  and  the  attractiohs  of  no  mean 
order ;  the  company  in  the  summer  season  were  entertained  very 
agreeably;  sometimes  a  concert  of  "aerial  musicians"  would 
transmit  sweet  sounds  from  the  adjoining  coppice ;  at  others,  gay 
forms  and  smiling  &u»s  would  thread  the  mazy  dance.  Those 
fond  of  bowls  foimd  at  Holme  Pierrepont  (a  favourite  walk),  as 
large  and  fine  a  bowling>green  as  any  in  England,  and  each  Thuiwlay 


18  nS  KOTTXNQHAM  DATE-BOOK. 

1750  in  the  season  a  plentiful  ordinary  and  good  company  were  theiKfd  to 
be  met  with :  similar  company,  though  not  so  select,  joined  in  bow- 
ling and  an  ordinary  each  Tuesday  on  a  green  at  the  then  retired 
Tillage  of  Basford ;  and  "  the  Town  Green''  was  open  any  day  in 
the  week«  There  was  also  bowling,  each  Monday  and  Wednesday, 
on  the  green  at  St.  Ann's  Well. 

The  Green-court  of  the  Castle  was  much  frequented  in  fine 
weather,  by  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  a  place  of  recreation. 
Monthly  assemblies  for  dancing  and  cards,  were  in  full  vogue : 
**  The  Ladies'  Assembly"  was  held  in  the  room  on  the  Low-pave- 
ment, and  was  accessible  to  none  but  the  gentility;  and-'^The 
Tradesmen's  Assembly"  met  in  the  large  room  at  Thurland  HalL 
These  were  some  of  the  leading  attractions  for  ladies :  there  were 
many  of  minor  importance,  among  which  we  may  class  a  bathing- 
place  at  Trent-bridge,  where,  in  the  summer  season,  says  Deering, 
the  (sAt  sex  had  conveniences  to  bathe  unseen. 

The  old  national  sports  of  horse-racing,  buU-baiting,  cock- 
fighting,  &C.,  were  shared  in  by  all  classes,  "^le  races  took  place 
in  July,  and  were  in  the  zenith  of  their  popularity.  Bull-baiting 
was  a  very  favourite  diversion :  it  had  been  customary,  up  to  about 
this  period,  for  a  butcher  to  bait  his  bull  before  being  permitted  to 
slaughter  it  in  the  town,  for  which  purpose  a  ring  was  fixed  in 
the  Market-place,  and  the  Mayoress  found  a  rope,  for  which  she 
received  a  shill^g  from  each  burgess  when  he  todk  up  his  freedom ; 
this  was  called  tibe  Mayoress's  pin-money.  The  Burton-leys  and 
the  inclosure  at  the  bsick  of  the  Leather  Bottle  Inn,  were  also 
arenas  for  the  same  brutalizing  sport.  The  cock-pits  were  in  con- 
nection with  the  large  imis. 

The  evil  inseparable  from  these  debasing  pursuits  extended 
further  than  their  brutalizing  tendency ,  they  fostered  a  spirit  of 
gambling  and  dissipation;  and  the  wages  of  the  working  men  being 
generally  lower  than  at  the  present  day,  any  abstraction  therefrom 
for  such  indulgences  must  have  been  seriously  felt  by  their 
families. 

Beligious  teachings  were  to  a  great  extent  ineffectual  in  con- 
trolling the  vicious  tendency  of  the  times.  A  settled  lethargy  had 
enfolded  the  religious  public  in  its  somniferous  embrace,  and  pulpit 
ministrations,  with  few  exceptions,  were  cold  and  heartless.  The 
three  parochial  churches  had  the  largest  congregations :  the  Bev. 
Scroop  Berdmore  held  the  vicarage  of  St.  Mary,  the  Rev.  £. 
Ghappell,  A.M.,  was  the  rector  of  St  Peter's,  and  the  Bev.  George 
Wakefield,  A.M.,  the  incumbent  of  St.  Nicholas's.  The  society 
worshipping  in  the  Presbyterian  meeting-house  on  the  High- 
pavement  was  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Samuel  Eaton. 
The  Bev.  James  Sloss  was  the  pastor  of  the  Lidependent  churchi 
meeting  in  Castle-gate.  The  Baptists  met  in  the  chapel,  Park- 
street^  under  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  George  Eaton ;  owing,  how- 
ever, to  a  recent  division,  part  of  them  assembled  for  worship  at  a 
houBe  in  Pilcher-gate^  under  the  charge  of  a  schoolmaster,  named 
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Morley.     The  Society  of  Friends  met  in  the  chapel  on  Spaniel-row.    1750 
There  was  no  other  places  of  worship. 

This  introduction  may  be  closed  with  a  few  words  explanatory 
of  the  costume  of  the  period.  The  dress  of  the  upper  and  middle 
classes  being  then,  as  now,  a  model  for  those  beneath,  may  be  re- 
garded as  sufficiently  indicative  of  the  prevailing  style&  Ladies 
were  attired  in  stifiT  stays,  tightly  laced  over  the  stomacher,  and 
long  in  the  waist,  causing  the  upper  portion  of  the  figure  to  resemble 
the  letter  V .  The  thinness  of  the  waist  appeared  still  more  striking 
by  the  sudden  fullness  of  the  gown,  occasioned  by  the  hooped 
petticoat.  A  close  head-dress,  and  shoes  with  high  heels  of  divers 
colours,  completed  the  ensemble.  Gentlemen  were  much  more  gay 
in  their  apparel  than  would  now  be  thought  consistent  with  good 
taste.  Claret-coloured  cloths  were  deemed  very  handsome  in  the 
circles  of  high  fashion,  and  suits  of  light  blue,  with  silver  button- 
holes and  silver  garters  at  the  knees,  were  quite  in  the  mode. 
Perukes,  of  light  grey  human  hair,  were  worn ;  dark  hair  was  of 
no  estimation  whatever.  A  large  cocked  hat,  called  **  the  Keven- 
huller,"  about  six  inches  broad  in  the  brim,  a  square-cut  coat,  and 
a  long-flapped  waistcoat,  and  shoe-buckles  of  an  enormous  size, 
were  the  common  peculiarities. 


August  23. — A  severe  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in 
Nottingham  and  the  surrounding  district,  about  7  a.m.  Great 
alarm,  but  not  much  damage,  was  the  result  The  day  was  re- 
markably fine,  both  before  and  after  the  shock. 

September  29. — Mr.  Aldeinnan  John  Bui-ton  elected  Mayor. 

November  17. — David  Love,  an  individual  whose  eccentricities 
eenied  him  a  wide-spread  notoriety,  was  bom  this  day  at  Torribum, 
on  the  Forth,  in  Scotland.  He  was  brought  up  as  a  miner,  in  the 
Dundonald  collieries,  Curlross,  but  enlisted  in  the  Duke  of 
Buccleugh's  Regiment  of  South  Fencibles.  Possessing,  however,  a 
facility  in  extemporising  rhymes,  he  abandoned  sterner  occupation^ 
and  gained  his  living  through  a  long  course  of  years,  principally 
in  Nottingham,  by  seizing  upon  the  local  topic  of  the  hour,  and 
making  it  the  subject  of  a  ballad  or  string  of  rhymes,  "  all,"  as  he 
was  accustomed  to  inform  his  street  auditories,  when  he  had  a  mum- 
l^er  of  printed  copies  for  disposal,  "of  his  own  composing."  These 
compositions  were  very  numerous,  and,  in  spite  of  their  lack  of 
talent,  enjoyed  at  times  great  popularity.  The  following  specimen 
is  descriptive  of  the  marriage  of  his  third  wife,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church,  in  1810:— 

When  first  to  Nottitigham  I  came, 
I  found  it  was  a  town  of  fame ; 
This  place  I  lov'd  exceeding  well, 
As  here  I  many  books  did  sell. 

«  •  «  « 

Hundreds  of  folks  in  the  chnrch-yard, 
All  waiting  for  our  coming  there ; 
This  fanny  weddinff  all  to  see, 
SurpriBed  oar  wedomg  folks  and  me, 
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1750  ^^  stopped  at  the  Old  Anipel  inn, 

And  gaTe  to  her  a  glass  of  gin ; 
For  doing  so,  none  could  me  blame, 

I  thought  it  might  drire  out  her  shame. 
Through  the  church-yard  we  went  along, 
But  hiurdly  could  get  for  the  throng. 
While  people  cramm'd  and  bawl'd  so  load. 
We  lost  our  "  father**  in  the  crowd ; 
But  when  we  came,  the  door  was  shut ; 
The  bride  next  to  it  I  did  pni^ — 
A9d  the  short  time  we  here  did  stand, 
I  on  the  door  did  lay  each  hand ; 
And  thus  I  did  my  charmer  guard, 
While  people  oramm'd  in  the  ohurdi-jraxd. 
Behind  me,  people  ntood  so  thick, 
Berenffe  on  them  I  left  some  token. 
For  I  did  think  their  shins  were  broken. 
The  door  opened  quick,  and  they  went  in. 
While  some  did  laugh,  and  some  did  grin. 
Before  tiie  parson  we  did  go, — 
The  bride  did  speak  so  rery  low, 
To  her  I  said,  (out  did  not  shout, 

The  words  were  only  two,)  — **  < peek  out." 

•  «  e  «  • 

On  purpoee  to  give  us  a  shout, — 
Ail  waiting  for  our  coming  out^ 
For  round  the  church  they  walk*d  abont. 
Thinking  with  us  to  get  some  fan, 
People  Old  wait  till  all  was  done. 
But  truly  we  deceived  them  so. 
One  at  a  time  did  homewat  d  go, 
Behind  each  other  a  ehort  space,  ^> 
They  did  not  see  her  dress  nor  face ; 
Thus  we  in  quietness  home  all  went, 
With  cheerfulnesis  the  day  I  spent. 

**  Old  David,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  published  his  own  "Life, 
Adventures,  and  Experience,"  and  hawking  the  book  himself  as  a 
means  of  living,  it  went  through  five  large  editions.  He  died  in 
Nottingham,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1827. 

1751. 

1751  February  11. — William  Parsons,  eldest  son  of  Sir  William 
Parsons,  Bart.,  of  Short-hill,  Nottingham,  was  executed  at  l^bum, 
for  returning  from  transportation.  This  misguided  man  was  bom 
in  1717,  and  was  at  Eton  nine  years,  where  it  was  intended  he 
should  qualify  himself  for  one  of  the  Universities;  but  his  progress 
in  learning  being  very  inconsiderable,  and  being  detected  in  rob- 
bing a  bookseller's  shop,  Sir  William  determined  to  send  him  to 
sea,  as  a  means  of  saving  him  from  destruction.  He  was  accord- 
ingly appointed  midshipman  on  board  a  man  of  war,  lying  at 
Spithead,  under  sailing  orders  for  Jamsdca,  there  to  be  stationed 
for  three  years.  Disliking  the  monotony  of  a  sailor's  life  in  the 
West  Indies,  he  found  means  to  desert,  and  returned  home.  His 
conduct  becoming  again  outrageous,  he  was  shipped  to  Newfound- 
land, as  midshipman  on  board  the  Romney.  On  his  return,  he 
learnt,  with  infinite  mortification,  that  the  Duchess  of  Northum- 
))erland,  to  whom  he  was  related,  had  revoked  a  will  made  in  his 
favour,  and  bequeathed  to  his  sister  a  very  considerable  legacy, 
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which  he  expected  to  6i\joy ;  and  repulsed  by  hU  friends,  who  17$! 
would  not  receive  him  into  their  houses,  he  was  soon  placed  in 
distressed  circumstanoea  In  this  emergency,  he  induced  a  gentle- 
men named  Bailey  to  interest  himself  in  his  behalf,  and  through 
his  perseverance,  a  partial  reconciliation  between  father  and  son 
was  at  lenffth  effected.  In  a  short  time,  he  was  pursuaded  to 
accept  aTappomtment  in  Africa,  under  the  governor  of  James's 
Fort,  on  the  river  Ghimbia,  where  he  stayed  about  six  months,  and 
'then  escaped,  notwithstanding  the  very  strict  precautions  taken  by 
Governor  Arfleur  to  prevent  his  return  to  England.  Extreme 
destitution  again  seized  him,  and  at  one  time  he  seriously  meditated 
suicida  Fortune  however,  once  more  befriended  him,  and  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  his  age,  he  was  succeesful  in  contractiog  a 
matrimonial  alliance  with  a  young  lady  of  good  property,  near 
London.  He  then  entered  the  army,  as  an  Ensign  in  the  34th 
Begiment  of  Foot,  and  was  in  Flanders  on  active  service,  but  the 
extravagant  manner  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  loss  of  l^Lrge  sums 
of  money  in  gambling,  compelled  him  to  throw  up  his  commission, 
and  to  return  a  third  time  to  his  country  a  beggar  and  a  vagabond. 
After  a  variety  of  futher  adventures  and  reverses,  at  home  and 
abroad,  being  at  one  time  a  captain  of  marines  on  board  a  privateer, 
and  at  another  a  forger  of  bills  in  Cork  and  London,  he  was  appre- 
hended on  a  charge  of  fraud,  and  at  the  following  Bochester  assizes 
was  sentenced  to  seven  years  transportation.  He  was  accordingly 
sent  to  Maiyland,  in  America,  Uien  a  penal  settlement,  with  a 
hundred  and  seventy  other  convicts  (fifty  of  whom  died  on  the 
passage),  and  landed  at  Annapolia  Having  remained  in  a  state 
of  slavery  about  seven  weeks,  he  obtained  his  freedom  through  the 
intercession  of  a  colonist  who  had  known  his  family  in  England, 
and  was  received  into  the  house  of  his  benefactor  in  a  most  hospi- 
table manner.  This  kindness  he  requited  by  stealing  his  friend's 
horse  and  turning  highwayman :  with  part  of  the  proceeds  of  his 
robberies,  he  procured  a  passage  home  again.  Thoroughly  reckless 
of  consequences,  he  took  to  the  road  as  a  means  of  subsistence,  and 
committed  numerous  robberies.  While  engaged  in  an  expedition 
of  this  nature  he  was  recognised  by  the  gentleman  who  had  prose- 
cuted him  at  Rochester,  and  was  followed  by  him  to  Hounslow, 
and  there  called  upon  to  surrender.  Parsons  dismounted,  and 
earnestly  entreated  that  the  gentleman  and  his  companion  would 
permit  him  to  speak  to  them  in  private,  to  which  they  consented ; 
and  the  parties  being  introduced  to  a  room  at  an  inn.  Parsons 
delivered  up  his  pistols,  which  were  loaded  and  primed,  and  sup- 
plicated for  mercy  in  the  most  pathetic  terms.  In  all  probability 
he  would  have  been  permitted  to  escape,  had  not  the  landlord  ad- 
vised that  he  should  be  detained,  as  he  conceived  him  to  very 
nearly  answer  the  description  of  a  highwayman  by  whom  the  roads 
in  that  part  of  the  country  had  long  been  infested.  At  the  follow- 
ing assizes.  Parsons  was  arraigned  for  returning  from  transportation 
before  the  esqpiration  of  the  term  of  his  sentence,  ao4  was  orderedfeo 
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1751  be  htmg.  His  distressed  father  and  wife  used  all  their  interest  in 
his  favour,  but  their  efforts  to  procure  a  reversal  of  his  sentence 
were  in  vain.  His  last  moments  were  spent  in  penitence  and 
devotional  exercises. 

September  29, — Alderman  Henry  Butler  elected  Mayor.  The 
mode  of  election  at  this  period,  and  many  years  afterwards,  was  as 
follows : — On  the  14th  of  August,  at  a  ^*  hair'  called  for  the  pur- 
pose, an  alderman  was  nominated  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  on 
the  29th  September  following,  was  duly  installed  into  office.' 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  latter  day,  the  aldermen,  and  all  who 
were  upon  ^'the  cloUiing,''  t.e.,  all  who  had  served  the  office  of 
chamberlain  or  sheriff,  assembled  at  the  ex-Mayor's  house,  who 
entertained  them  at  breakfast  At  about  ten  o'clock,  a  procession 
was  formed  in  full  corporate  costume,  the  waits  (in  scarlet  cloaks, 
laced  with  silver)  playing  at  the  head,  and  marched  to  St  Mary's 
church,  were  a  sermon  was  preached  for  the  occasion  by  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  three  parishes,  who  took  their  turn  as  chaplains 
to  the  Corporation,  and  received  annually  a  free  gift  of  £20  by  the 
hands  of  the  Chamberlain.  At  the  close  of  divine  service  the 
whole  body  moved  to  the  vestry,  where  the  ex-Mayor  (or  rather, 
the  Mayor  whose  term  of  office  was  on  the  point  of  expiration) 
seated  himself  in  an  arm-chair,  at  a  table  covered  with  black  cloth, 
with  the  mace  upon  it,  covered  with  rosemary  and  sprigs  of  bay, 
the  mace  being,  as  it  was  termed,  "buried."  The  retiring  func- 
tionary then  introduced  the  party  nominated  as  his  successor,  and 
after  his  full  election,  took  up  the  mace,  kissed  it,  and  handed  it 
to  him,  with  a  suitable  compliment.  The  new  Mayor  then  pro- 
posed two  persons  as  sheriffs,  and  two  as  chamberlains,  and  these 
having  also  gone  through  the  votes  of  **  the  clothing,"  the  Mayor 
and  the  rest  proceeded  to  the  chancel,  when  the  senior  Coroner 
administered  the  oath  to  his  worship,  and  the  Town  Clerk  to  the 
Sheriffs  and  Chamberlains.     Reforming  iu  procession  as  before, 

^  and  attended  by  such  gentlemen  and  tradesmen  as  had  been  invited 

by  the  new  officials,  they  marched  to  the  Weekday-cross,  from 
which  the  Town  Clerk  proclaimed  the  Mayor  and  Sherifib,  and 
thence  to  the  Exchange  Booms,  to  close  the  day  in  festivity  and 
good  fellowship.  On  the  ensuing  market-day  the  proclamation 
was  again  made  from  the  Malt-cross. 

The  "  Monday-cross,"  erected  in  St.  Peter's-square  in  1751, 
which  consisted  of  four  pillars,  roofed  and  walled  in,  and  served  as 
a  receptacle  for  the  parish  fire  engine,  was  taken  down  in  1787, 
and  a  single  column  of  stone,  railed  round,  and  bearing  four  lamps, 
erected  in  its  place.  This  column  was  massive  and  well  propor- 
tioned, about  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  was  known  as  "The 
Obelisk."  It  was  intended  as  an  ornament  to  cover  the  entrance 
to  the  main  sewer  of  that  part  of  the  town,  and  was  upon  the 
whole  a  very  creditable  erection.  Soon  after  the  public  introduc- 
tion of  gas,  in  1819,  a  very  large  lamp  was  placed  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  the  obelisk,  and  it  was  lit  by  means  of  an  iron  pipe,  so 
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perforated  from  bottom  to  top  that  when  the  gas  was  turned  on  1751 
and  the  lamplighter  applied  his  flambeau  the  flame  rapidly  ascended 
the  column  and  communicated  with  the  four  burners  above.     The 
obelisk  was  removed  in  May,  1836. 

Publication  of  Deering'8  History  of  Nottinghaan, — The  author, 
Charles  Deering,  M.D.,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  obtained 
his  diploma  in  Holland,  at  the  Leyden  Univeraity.  Though  pro- 
fessedly master  of  nine  languages,  and  otherwise  highly  accom- 
plished, his  course  through  life  seems  to  have  been  beset  with 
difficidties.  Leaving  the  Continent  for  London,  he  was  appointed 
secretary  to  the  British  embassy  to  the  court  of  Bussia.  On  his 
return,  he  settled  in  Nottingham,  as  a  i-egular  medical  practitioner. 
An  unfortunate  ascerbity  of  temper,  however,  had  an  injuiious  effect 
on  his  practice,  which  was  at  flrst  considerable,  and  reduced  him  to  . 
poverty.  In  Uie  hour  of  his  extremity,  he  applied  to  J.  Plumptre, 
Esq.,  for  assistance  to  enable  him  to  write  a  history  of  the  town, 
and  in  this  gentleman  he  found  both  a  friend  and  a  patron,  for  he 
not  only  countenanced  the  undertaking,  but  furnished  the  principal 
materiids  for  that  poiiion  of  it  devoted  to  antiquities.  Unhappily^ 
Deering  died  ere  the  work  was  completed,  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1 749,  in  a  chamber  over  a  shop  on  the  south  side  of  St  Peter's-square 
[pulled  down  during  the  formation  of  Albert-street}  His  circum- 
stances  were  so  reduced,  that  the  sale  of  his  eflects  would  not  furnish 
the  means  for  his  interment,  which  induced  the  Corporation,  as  a 
public  body,  to  offer  their  services  to  pay  this  last  tribute  to  departed 
talent ;  but  Mr.  Ayscough,  printer,  and  Mr.  Willington,  druggist^ 
administered  to  his  eflects,  seized  upon  his  manuscript,  and  buried 
him :  they  afterwards  pubUshed  his  history.  Deering  also  wrote  a 
treatise  on  the  small-pox,  then  a  most  virulent  and  fatal  disorder, 
and  a  very  valuable  work,  entitled  A  Catalogue  of  Plants  gromng 
ahoiU  Nottingham;  the  former  was  printed  in  1737,  and  the  latter 
in  1738.  It  is  related,  as  an  instance  of  his  infirmity  of  temper, 
that  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Turner,  passing  through  the  town,  and 
hearing  of  the  Doctor's  continued  illness  and  deep  poverty,  paid 
him  a  visit  at  his  lodgings,  and  that,  after  conversing  with  him  some 
time,  she  left  him  half-a-Kuinea,  by  the  mistress  of  the  house. 
When  the  latter  produced  tae  gift,  and  told  him  whence  it  came, 
he  exclaimed,  it  is  said,  "  If  you  had  stabbed  me  to  the  heart  I 
should  have  thanked  you,  but  this  I  cannot  bear !" 

1752. 

Ma/rch  23. — An  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  for  the  execution  1752 
of  murderei-s  one  day  after  receiving  sentence,  and  ordering  their 
bodies  to  be  delivered  to  the  surgeons  for  dissection.  This  law 
continued  in  force  up  ta  1834.  It  was,  however,  often  rendered 
less  severe,  by  the  judge  pronouncing  sentence  on  a  Friday,  and 
as  tho  law  required  one  clear  day  (which  would  be  Saturday),  and 
Sunday  'being  considered  as  a  dies  non,  the  execution  would  be 
deferred  to  Monday. 
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iiii  March  26.— Death  of  Thomas  Booth,  the  "  Old  Tom  BooM 

of  deer  stealing  notoriety,  aged  75  years.  The  exploits  of  this 
individual  were,  for  many  years  after  his  decease,  a  never-filing 
subject  of  conversational  interest  in  public-house  circles :  no  modem 
deer-stealer  was  anything  like  so  popular.  Thorsby  relates  one 
•exploit  as  follows  :—*^  In  Nottingham  Park,  at  one  time,  was  a 
favoxirite  fine  deer,  a  chief  ranger,  which  Tom  and  his  wily  com- 
panions had  often  cast  their  eyes  on ;  but  how  to  deceive  the  keeper 
while  they  killed  it  was  a  task  of  difficidty.  The  night  however 
in  which  they  accomplished  their  purpose,  whether  by  any  settled 
plan  or  not  is  not  known,  they  found  the  keeper  at  watch,  as  usual, 
in  a  certain  place  in  the  pcurk.  One  of  them  therefore  went  to  an 
opposite  direction  in  the  park,  and  fired  his  gun  to  make  the 
keeper  believe  he  had  shot  a  deer ;  upon  whidi  away  goes  the 
keeper,  in  haste,  to  the  spot,  which  was  at  a  very  considerable 
distance  from  the  place  where  the  favourite  deer  was,  and  near 
which  Tom  Booth  was  skulking.  Tom,  waiting  a  proper  time, 
when  he  thought  the  keeper  at  a  sufficient  distance  for  accomplish- 
ing his  purpose,  fired  and  killed  the  deer,  and  dragged  it  through 
the  river  Leen  undiscovered.''  Booth  was  a  stout  man,  and  by 
trade  a  whitesmith.  The  stone  marking  the  place  of  his  interment 
is  still  in  good  preservation,  and  stan(£  in  St.  Nicholas's  burial- 
groimd,  against  the  southern  wall  of  the  church:  it  bears  the 
following  inscription : — 

Here  lies  a  marksman,  who  with  art  and  skilly 
When  young  and  strong,  fat  bucks  and  does  did  kill. 
Now  conquered  by  grim  I>eath,  (go,  reader,  tell  it !) 


He*s  now  took  leave  of  powder,  ^un.  and  pellet. 
A  fatal  dart,  which  in  the  dark  did  fly. 
Has  laid  him  down,  among  ^e  dead  to  Ue. 


If  any  want  to  koow  the  poor  slaTe's  name, 
'Tis  Old  Tom  Booth,— neer  ask  from  whence  he 
He's  hither  sent ;  and  surely  such  another, 
Ne*er  issued  from  the  belly  of  a  mother. 

Old  Tom  was  so  highly  pleased  with  the  epitaph,  which  was  made 
before  his  death,  that  he  had  it  engraved  on  the  stone  some  months 
previous  to  its  service  being  required.  In  addition  to  the  epitaph 
Itself,  the  head-stone  was  made  to  include  Booth's  name,  &c.,  and 
also  that  of  his  wife,  blank  places  being  left  in  each  case  for  the 
age  and  time  of  death :  Booth's  compartment  of  the  stone  was  in 
due  course  properly  filled  up,  but  the  widow,  disliking  the  exhibition 
of  her  name  on  a  tombstone  while  living,  resolved  that  such  stone 
should  never  indicate  her  resting-place  when  dead:  she  accordingly 
left  an  injunction  that  her  body  be  interred  elsewhere,  and  the 
inscription  is  incomplete  to  this  day. 

April  4. — Execution  of  James  Wogden,  commonly  called 
*'Ifmocent  Jemm^"  for  murdering  Edward  Whatman,  near  Ollerton. 
He  was  hung  on  Gallows-hill,  at  the  top  of  Mansfield-road.  Dur- 
ing his  trial,  Wogden  kept  constantly  exclaiming,  '^  I  am  innocent 
Jemmy !  I  am  innocent  Jemmy !"  On  arriving  at  Gallows-hill,  he 
lay  down  very  stubbornly  in  the  bottom  of  the  cart»  ncnr  would  he 
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riw,  Klthon^  Jaek  KtXA  exhausted  every  polite  oompHment  to  1728 
entice  him.  The  dread  functionary  was  consequently  neceemtated 
to  drag  him  ap  by  means  of  a  halter — no  very  easy  ta^  aa  Jemmy 
weighed  fully  fifteen  stone.  To  obtain  a  ten  minutes'  respite,  he  at 
last  volunteered  a  confeesion.  He  acknowledged  cutting  the  throat 
of  Whatman,  while  his  father  and  brother  held  him  securely ;  the 
trio  then  possessed  themselvea  of  his  money.  Wc^en's  was  the 
first  execution  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  whidi 
provided  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  sentotce  of  death  on  murderers 
one  day  after  receiving  it,  and  the  giving  up  of  theb  bodies  for 
dissection.  He  body  of  this  malefactor  was  diuected  and  publicly 
e^mrnd  at  the  County  Hall,  High-pavement. 

September  3. — Commenoement  of  the  Oregorian,  or  "  New 
atjle."  This  day  was  thus,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  reckoned  the 
I4th,  the  calendar  having^  by  a  gradual  process,  become  wrong 
eleven  days,  owing  to  an  incorrect  computation  of  the  exact  period 
of  the  earth's  revolution  round  the  sun.  The  Act  also  provided 
tJiat  the  year  should  in  future  begin  on  the  Ist  of  January,  instead 
of,  as  heretofore,  the  26th  day  of  March. 

S^riember  29. — Alderman  Jamee  Huthwaite  elected  Mayor. 

October  3. — In  consequence  of  the  alt«ration  of  the  "  style"  of 
the  calendar,  no  Ooose  Fair  was  held.  An  order  of  hidl  was 
passed,  directing  the  Chamberlains  to  pay  the  Sherifis  their  loaMa 
arisinA  from  the  alteration  of  the  "  style." 

October  1  i. — A  number  of-the  journeymen  framework-knitten, 
bong  anxious  to  aid  the  exertions  of  the  Framework-knittcrp' 
Company,'*  to  regulate  the  trade,  publish  an  address,  in  whidi 
they  urge  '^e  hands  "notwithstanding  the  efibrts  of  their  em- 
pl^ers,  to  come  forward  to  the  Court  which  would  be  held 
specially,  on  the  26th  of  October,  at  the  Crown  Inn,  on  the  Long- 

*  Hm  FniHw«k-kiiIHari/  CoUftnf  wia  fMabliihed  In  1MB,  tmdO'  ■  Chuts  gmiUd 
brOluirtM  n.  It  11  tappiwKJ  to  trniA  Kg  trtniMMit  llinm,  BMidiiim,  or  tJodi,  lo 
mim  iH  tmom  ittanptvit  to  b*  •ipoRod,  uid  to  mka  ratb  bwa  ud  ngnluhnu  M  Hw 
■utar,  «ud«a,Miduri«uitauliitthfaikpm|Mrl(iTtlHgonnim*D»o(  tb*  Sodatr,  Um 
nfonnitloa  at  thiw.  w  th*  HtnoUon  el  trandnlMil  won,  vtib  ■  rlgbi  ot  twrdi  n  tb* 
duttant,  ud  IndMloD  and  laTTtBg  ot  BnM  lij  diatna  iiid  ■lo,  or  otIwrvliB.  It  m*  [vo- 
jUti,  bonvTtr,  tint  no  rwilMloo  «(  Um  Oomiuur  ikotOd  b*  "  r^nfuit  to  (b*  lun  of  th* 
raUm.'  nwmulv,  inidnii,darkL*Mlftul*,uiddvntliinn  tb*  oalj  putln  npoa 
iriMHB  tbo  Otaaitar  oonftnid  ■  FtiltaDMOIuv  tou  :  and  tb«  MriMinU  M  at  mi  id  torQ 
jraan,  frw  iBiiiijiitaail  partlj  ct  hamaworic-knfE^aza,  and  paTtJj  ol  pancma  wbo  had  boqriit 
tMrUnrjIer&tmkt  el  tbtrtM.  Tlvncli  (iMir  Idooidc  wh  giMt  fraoilha  fMa  hM^ 
bom  Ifai  raclaMrii«  ol  appcantlooL  SDKiIltDr  bwDBD  ollhelrcompaar,  tholarrtaco'SlWa. 
■Bd  Ob  pnmbimi  for  Iba  mlM  at  bcaduaa  and  of  tha  Um?,  Ukj  won  natrliMd  Ireiii 
boUingniantbaBXlOOiinai.  Oo  pooplo  In  Iboaa  dan  wan  aibVMlr  tosd  of  poBVaad 
■binr.  nHtbnahrgniiddlqilBr  lT*<>ad>aitBHl  tndoBmiiailM  «a«  M  Iba  iMtalMoa 
ot  aach  Lord  Hamr  ot  Londw,  on  tba  Hh  «t  Xonmbar,  wfam  thi«  aoDt  In  icnioai 
liiiiiiMalnl  Ibinwb  tba  atraata  d  tha  CItT  to  BlaiU^ten-brldn,  nbtMo  tte  amlutad  nn 
feamtartoWnlodtiiMr-hdl,  wban  tha  Loid  Mvw  look  Ui  oath  ot  eOtt  baton  tba 


_  .^ In  3w  Camhidgiriatili," 

ia  "Bpeod,  ftwnrth,    -*  ■-  ■"-  - 
oaact  uu  bofiitB 

tturaajj  led,  ta  wlU  i 
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1762  row,  and  form  themfielves  into  a  community ;  and  not  to  listen  to 
their  employers,  who  pretended  to  be  the  workmen's  friends;"  and 
assure  them,  "  they  need  not  be  discouraged — that  the  Court  would 
not  take  quarterage  from  the  poor  men,  who  (though  but  three- 
pence a  quarter,)  were  not  able  to  pay  it,  as,  from  their  low  rate 
of  wages,  they  could  hardly  get  bread" — and  that  "they  only 
meant  to  call  upon  those  who  kept  frames  and  had  apprentices." 
They  also  urged  them  "  to  be  of  one  mind  for  the  general  good, 
and  heartily  join  with  one  voice,  to  proclaim  the  Court  our  pro- 
tection— and  no  more  colts.*  This  appeal  was  unsuccessful.  A 
great  portion  of  the  framework-knitters  having  learnt  their  wives 
and  daughters  to  work  in  the  frame,  or  having  themselves  acquired 
the  art  without  a  legal  apprenticeship,  were  apprehensive  of  the 
interference  of  the  officials,  should  the  bye-laws  of  the  Company 
be  brought  into  operation ;  consequently,  few  applied  for  admis- 
sion. The  Company's  deputies  soon  became  discouraged,  and  after 
holding  but  four  Court-days,  at  intervals  of  a  month  each,  they 
came  to  the  resolution  to  suspend  their  sittings,  until  the  Company 
entered  upon  a  suit-at-law  against  some  non^mitted  framework- 
knitter,  to  test  the  validity  of  their  powers.  While  taking 
measures  for  this  purpose,  the  Company  met  with  a  formidable 
opposition,  in  the  shape  of  a  host  of  petitions  to  Parliament,  com- 
plaining of  the  arbitrary  nature  of  their  rules  and  regulations. 
Among  these  were  petitions  from  Nottingham,  Godalming,  Whitley, 
aad  oti^er  places.  That  from  Nottingham  purported  to  come  from 
persons  employed  in  the  business  of  framework-knitting,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  all  others  employed  in  the  same  trade,  com- 
plaining that  the  Company  of  the  Framework-knitters  of  the  city 
of  London  had  made  certain  bye-laws  against  aU  reason^  and  con- 
trary to  the  general  liberty  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  that 
they  had  invested  themselves  with  the  power  of  laying  such  taxes 
upon  them  as  might  greatly  assist  them  in  carrying  into  execution 
the  pernicious  schemes  of  extending  their  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  establishing  in  themselves  a  power  to  search  the 
premises  of  all  persons  using  the  said  mystery ;  and,  moreover,  en- 
deavouring to  monopolize  the  lending  of  frames  for  hire :  and  that 
these  oppressions  under  which  the  manufacturers  laboured,  they 
feared  would  greatly  affect  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  unless  the 
poor  manufacturers  met  with  the  protection  and  assistance  of  the 
House,  which  relief  they  prayed  might  be  afforded  them.  The 
House  ordered  the  petitions  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
A  counter  petition  was  presented  by  the  Company,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  themselves  or  counsel,  and  also  another  from  Nottingham, 
signed  by  the  framework-knitters  favourable  to  their  preteiisiona. 
The  committee,  after  possessing  themselves  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  Company,  heard  the  complaints  of  the  petitioners,  and 
examined  several  witnesses. 

*  ThouB  who  hftd  noliaiTad  » lag*  apprwitliMliip. 
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April  13. — The  Select  Committee  of  rhe  House  of  Commons, 
reported  ''that  the  several  persons  employed  in  framework-knit^ 
ting,  in  the  town  of  Nottingham,  who  have  petitioned  against  the 
Company  of  Framework-knitters,  have  fully  proved  the  allegations 
of  their  petition  ;  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the 
bye-laws  of  the  Company  are  injurious  and  vexatious  to  the 
manufacturers,  and  tend  to  the  discouragement  of  industry,  and  to 
the  decay  of  the  said  manufacture ;  that  many  of  the  said  bye- 
laws  are  illegal,  and  contrary  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject — ^that 
the  powers  granted  by  the  Charter  are  hurtful  to  the  trade,  and 
tend  to  a  monopoly  ;  and  that  the  carrying  on  vexatious  prosecu- 
tions against  any  person,  male  or  female,  for  exercising  the  said 
art  or  mystery,  is  hurtful  to  the  manufacturer,  and  destructive  to 
the  trade  of  the  kingdom." 

April  19. — A  Committee  of  the  whole  House  agreed  to  the 
substance  of  the  foregoing  report.  This  had  a  signal  effect :  the 
Company  at  once  lost  all  hope  of  enforcing  their  authority  in  the 
courts  of  law,  and  abandoned  the  whole  of  their  pending  suits ; 
and  from  this  period  they  do  not  appear  to  have  exercised  any 
control  over  the  trade,  but  existed  merely  as  a  London  chartered 
company.  The  proceedings  of  the  Commons  having  thus  effeo- 
tually  annihilated  the  Company  as  regulators  of  the  trade,  the 
practice  of  taking  almost  an  unlimited  number  of  apprentices, 
both  boys  and  girls,  as  well  as  of  teaching  the  "  mystery"  to  great 
numbers  of  young  agricultural  labourers,  was  universally  resorted 
to  throughout  the  country. 

Jun^  8. — The  Rev.  John  Wesley,  M.A.,  preached  &om  the 
Malt-cross.  The  corresponding  entry  in  his  Journal,  speaks  very 
feivourably  of  the  result  of  his  labours.  The  date  of  the  intro- 
duction of  Methodism  into  Nottingham  is,  however,  anterior  to 
this  visit  by  Mr.  Wesley,  for  in  1740,  Mr.  Howe,  one  of  Wesley's 
co-labourers,  encountered  much  opposition  whilst  preaching  in  ^e 
Market-place.  Mr.  Wesley's  first  visit  was  in  1741."  In  1743, 
he  and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Charles  Wesley,  preached  in  the 
town  several  times,  and  Nottingham  continued  to  be  favoured 
with  his  occasional  ministrations  up  to  about  the  time  of  his 
death,  the  2nd  of  March,  1791. 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  the  first  Methodist  preachers 
seem  to  partake  more  of  the  properties  of  romance  than  of  simple 
matter  of  fact.  The  following  narrations  of  facts  give  us,  while 
they  detail  some  of  the  difficulties  to  which  we  allude,  a  curious 
insight  into  the  state  of  the  popular  mind  : — 

The  celebrated  John  Nelson  preached  from  the  Malt-cross,  in 
1743,  and  states  in  his  autobiography,  that  "it  being  a  rejoicing 
day,  they  had  bonfires  in  the  Market-place,  and  some  came  with 
squibs  to  disturb  me  as  I  was  preaching.  One  of  them  threw  a 
squib  on  fire  close  to  my  heels,  but  a  woman  kicked  it  away ;  the 
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1744  man  caught  it  up  again  to  throv  at  me,  but  it  bunt  in  his  hand, 
and  he  went  away  shaking  his  head.  Another  came  on  the  low 
aide  of  the  Gross,  with  a  design  to  throw  one  in  my  face ;  but  I 
did  not  turn  my  face  that  way  as  soon  as  he  expected,  so  that 
burst  in  his  own  hand.  As  soon  as  I  had  done,  a  sergeant  of  the 
army  came  to  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  said,  *In  the  presence 
of  God  and  all  this  people  I  beg  your  pardon ;  for  I  came  on  pur- 
pose to  mob  you,  but  when  I  could  get  no  one  to  ssist  me,  I  stood 
to  hear  you,  and  am  convinced  of  the  deplorable  state  my 
soul  was  in,  and  I  believe  you  are  a  servant  of  the  living  God.' 
He  then  embraced  me  and  went  away  weeping." 

The  Bev.  Charles  Wesley  records  that  b^ng  in  Nottingham 
on  the  6th  of  F^bruary,  1744,  he  found  "the  brethren  violently 
driven  from  their  place  of  meeting,  pelted  in  the  streets,  &o.,  and 
mocked  with  vain  promises  of  justice  by  the  very  men  who  under- 
hand encourage  the  rioters.'' 

On  the  succeeding  day,  Mr.  C.  Wesley  adds,  '*  I  waked  in 
great  heaviness,  which  continued  all  day,  for  our  poor  suffering 
brethren,  yet  with  strong  confidence  that  the  Lord  will  appear  in 
their  behall  I  joined  the  society  at  five  in  the  morning,  in  fer- 
vent intercession  for  them ;  and  in  preaching,  both  administered 
and  received  comfort  I  sent  my  humble  thanks  to  the  Mayor 
for  his  offer  of  assistance.  He  pities  our  brethren  and  would 
defend  them ;  but  who  dares  do  justice  to  a  Christian  ?  We  are 
content  to  wait  for  it  till  the  great  day  of  retribution.  At  the 
brethren's  desire  I  began  preaching  in  the  Market-place.  The 
holiday  folk  broke  in  among  the  hearera  I  gave  notice  that  I 
should  preach  at  the  Cross  just  by  the  Mayor'a  In  the  way  the 
mob  assaulted  us  with  dirt  and  stones,  making  us  the  filth  and 
off-flcouring  of  all  things.  My  soul  was  caught  up  and  kept  in 
calm  recollection.  I  locked  at  the  Mayor's  door.  He  let  me 
in  himself,  gave  us  good  words,  threatened  the  rabble,  and  led  me 
to  his  front  door,  where  the  people  were  waiting.  I  walked  up 
to  the  Cross,  and  called  them  to  repent.  They  would  not  receive 
my  testimony,  were  very  outrageous,  yet  not  permitted  to  hurt 
me.  The  Mayor  at  the  same  time  passing  by  us  laughing.  Just 
such  protection  I  expected.  After  fighting  with  wild  beasts  near 
half-an-hour  I  went  down  into  the  thickest  of  them,  who  started 
back,  and  left  an  open  space  to  the  Mayor's  house.  Mrs.  Mayoress 
led  me  through  the  house  with  quiet  courtesy  and  compassion. 
The  mob  pursued  us  with  stones  as  before.  J.  Webb  and  I  were 
strangers  to  the  town,  but  went  straight  forward  and  entered  a 
house  prepared  for  us.  The  woman  received  us  and  shut  the  door, 
and  spoke  with  authority  to  the  mob,  so  that  they  began  to  melt 
away.     We  betook  ourselves  to  prayer. 

"  February  8. — I  cannot  help  observing  from  what  passed ' 
yesterday,  that  we  ought  to  wait  upon  Gk>d  for  direction  when  and 
where  to  preach  much  more  than  we  do.  #  #  # 

Whi^tjnstice  can  be  expected>  from  the  chief  men  of  this  pla<^  i^ 
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as  I  am  infbnned,  they  are  mostly  Arian  PresbTterianst  I  ex-  1744 
horted  the  brethren  to  oontinae  in  faith,  and  through  much  perse- 
cation  to  enter  the  kingdom.  Four  were  missing;  the  reeti 
strengthened  by  their  sufferings.  I  called  at  brother  Sant's,  and 
found  him  just  brought  home  for  dead.  The  mob  had  knocked 
him  down,  and  would  probably  have  murdered  him  but  for. 
a  little  child,  who,  being  ^ut  out  of  doors,  alarmed  the  family  by 
his  cries.  It  was  some  time  before  he  came  to  himself,  having 
been  struck  on  the  temple  by  a  large  log  of  wood." 

These  extracts  and  others  that  follow  do  not  give  us  a  very 
exalted  opinion  of  the  civic  functionaries.  A  degrading  subser- 
viency to  the  blind  passions  of  the  mob,  with  no  s^ght  amount  of 
duplicity,  seem  to  have  tinctured  their  conduct 

In  the  summer  of  1745,  the  celebrated  John  Nelson  came  to 
the  town.  He  writes,  ''As  I  was  preaching  a  mob  came  into  the 
house,  and  made  a  noise  as  if  they  had  been  in  a  cockpit^  so  my 
voice  could  not  be  heard  of  some  tima  When  they  were  silent 
I  hegBOi  to  speak,  and  one  of  them  came  behind  me  and  filled  my 
mouth  with  dirt  out  of  the  channel" 

The  same  oninent  pioneer  of  Methodism  visited  the  town 
again  the  same  year.  "  When  I  got  to  Nottingham,"  says  NelsoUt 
"I  preached  to  a  peaceable  congregation.  About  half-an-hour 
after  I  had  done,  as  I  and  four  or  five  more  were  sitting  by  the 
fire,  the  constable,  with  a  mob  at  his  heels,  came  rushing  into  the 
house,  and  said,  '  Where  is  the  preacher  f  1  said,  '  I  am  he,  sir/ 
He  replied,  '  You  must  go  with  me  before  the  Mayor.'  I  said, 
'  Where  is  your  warrant  V  He  replied,  *  My  stafi  is  my  warrant 
Come  lads,  help  me,  for  I  will  make  him  go  before  the  Mayor.' 
I  said,  '  I  am  not  afraid  to  go  before  him ;  but  it  is  your  business 
to  take  up  that  swearer ;  you  hear  there  is  another  that  swears, 
and  if  you  do  not  take  them  up,  it  is  in  my  power  to  make  you 
pay  forty  shillings  for  not  doing  your  duty.'  He  regarded  not 
what  I  said,  but  haled  me  away.  When  we  had  got  almost  to 
the  Mayor's  house,  a  gentleman-like  man  said,  '  Constable,  where 
are  you  going  with  him  V  He  said,  *  To  the  Mayor.'  He  replied, 
*  Pray  don't,  for  the  Mayor*  is  their  friend,  and  says  that  he  will 
put  anyone  that  disturbs  them  into  the  house  of  correction ;  there- 
fore carry  him  before  Alderman  H e,t  and  he  will  do 

him.'  '  Then  we  must  turn  another  way,'  said  he.  But  I  said, 
'  I  insist  upon  going  before  the  Mayor.'  But  he  replied,  '  I'll 
make  you  go  where  I  please.'  I  said,  '  You  told  me  you  must 
carry  me  before  the  Mayor.  I  find  you  are  a  strange  officer,  to 
encourage  swearing,  and  tell  lies  yourself.'  Then  the  mob  shouted 
and  cried,  '  Help  us  to  guard  the  Methodist  preacher  to  the  house 
of  correction.'  By  the  time  we  got  to  the  Alderman's  house 
there  were  several  hundreds  gathered  together;  and  when  we 
came  there  he  said,  'Whom  have  you  brought,  constable  V  To  me 
he  said,  '  I  wonder  you  cannot  stay  in  your  own  place ;  you  might 

*  Mr.  Mmaj  Botier.  t  AldanoMi  Hornbookle,  mott  probftbly. 
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1^45  be  convinced  by  this  time  that  the  mob  of  Nottingham  will  never 

let  you  preach  quietly  in  this  town.'     I  replied,  '  I  beg  pardon, 

sir,*!  did  not  know  before  now  that  this  town  was  governed  by  a 

mob,  for  most  towns  are  governed  by  magistrates.'     He  blushed 

and  said,  *  Do  you  think  ^at  we  will  protect  Wesley  and  a  j  ack 

of  you  ?    No,  I  believe  you  are  the  cause  of  all  the  commotions 

that  have  been  in  the  land.**     I  replied,  '  Sir,  can  you  prove  tlat 

one  man  that  is  joined  to  us  did  assist  the  Pretender  with  either 

men,  money,  or  arms  V    He  said,  *  It  hath  been  observed  that 

there  was  always  such  a  preaching,  bawling  people,  before  any 

judgment  came  upon  the  land.'     I  replied,  '  That  is  the  goodnoRB 

of  God  towards  the  people  for  sending  His  messengers  to  wain 

them  to  repent'     ♦        ♦        The  constable  said,  *  Do  you  think 

we  will  take  warning  by  such  a  fellow  as  you  f    I  said,  *  If  you 

will  not  you  must  feel  the  blow,  for  if  there  is  not  a  reformation 

in  the  land  God  will  pour  out  His  judgment  upon  man  and  beast ; 

therefore  I  warn  you  all  to  look  to  the  rod,  for  it  is  appointed  to 

them  that  disobey  the  gospel'    Then  the  Alderman  said,  *  So,  so, 

you  must  not  preach  here ;  I  verily  believe  you  are  a  good  man.' 

Then  he  said,  '  Constable,  I  will  not  send  this  man  to  the  house  of 

correction.     I  think  as  you  keep  a  public-house  you  may  let  him 

lie  there  to-night,  for  he  is  on  his  journey.'     The  constable  said, 

*I  beg  that  he  may  not  be  at  my  house.'     'Well  then,'  said  he, 

*  he  may  go  to  Mary  White's  where  he  came  from.'     I  spoke  a  few 

more  words  to  him,  and  wished  him  good  night.     He  said,  *  Mr. 

Nelson,  I  wish  you  well  wherever  you  go.'    When  I  got  into  the 

street  I  don't  know  but  there  might  might  be  a  thousand  people, 

but  I  saw  not  one  that  I  knew ;  therefore  I  went  and  stood  under 

a  lamp  that  my  acquaintances  might  see  me.     ^e  Alderman  came 

to  the  door  and  said  to  the  constable,  '  Take  care  of  Mr.  Nelson 

that  no  one  molest  him  :   see  him  safe  to  Mary  Wliite's.'    The 

constable   seemed  much  ashamed,  and  did  as  he  was  ordered. 

Then  the  man  that  advised  him  to  carry  me  before  the  Alderman 

came  to  me  and  said,  '  Thy  nimble  tongue  has  delivered  thee  this 

time.'    I  said,  *  No  sir,  it  is  my  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  all 

men  in  His  hands.'    When  we  got  to  Mary  White's  we  sung  a 

hymn,  and  gave  praise  to  God,  and  prayed  for  our  enemies,  and 

recommended  each  other  to  God's  care  and  protection ;  and  we 

had  a  comfortable  meetinio:  at  five  the  next  moiiiing." 

The  Rev.   George  Whitefield,  Mr.  Wesley's  eloquent  and 
popular  colleague,  had  also  laboured  in  Nottingham.     He  was  here 

*  The  alann  oontaqnent  on  the  recent  ahortive  attempt  of  Charlet  Stuart  on  the  throne 


of  theee  realmt,  appears  to  have  left  a^vid  impreaeion  on  the  mind  of  the  Alderman.    It  is 

idei 

liness  and  dismar. 
inhabitante  converted  a  part  of  their  secoritiee  into  irold,  whidi.  With  their  plate  and  valti- 


eertain  that  the  rapid  progress  of  the  Highlanders  to  Derbv,  and  their  propinquity  to  Not> 
tingfaam,  gave  rise  at  the  time  to  great  uneasiness  and  dismav.    Many  of  the  wealthy 


ables,  they  Imrled  in  the  earth,  or  secreted  in  the  deep  wells  that  still  remain  (though  for 
the  most  part  covered  up)  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Even  in  London,  on  the  day  the 
tkUnga  arrived  of  the  Toung  Pretender  naving  reached  Derby,  and  being  between  the  army 
of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  the  csfrftal,  there  was  a  considerable  panic,  and  the  conster- 
aitlon  WM 10  great  as  to  obtain  for  that  day  the  name  of  "  Black  Friday."  Nottingham 
furnished  many  recruits  for  the  Duke  of  Kingston's  Ret^iment  of  Light  Horse,  who  distin- 
nUhed  themselves  on  the  fl«U  of  CQUod«ii»  MPMlaUy  thnt  birt^en^  mid  lo  havt  killed 
lirartMQ  of  tht  iDtinjr. 
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in  November,  1749,  and  again  in  May,   1750.     On  the  latter  1768 
occasion,  he  writes : — ^At  Nottingham,  several  came  to  me  inquir- 
ing what  they  should  do  to  be  saved.      I  preached  there  four 

times.     One  evening.  Lord  S— and  several  gentlemen  were 

present,   and  behaved  with    great    decency.     Many    thousands 
attended.'' 

liepteTnher  29. — Alderman  Thomas  Langford  elected  Mayor. 

Two  malefactors  were  hung  this  year  on  Gallows-hill^- 
Woolston  Itoberts  and  William  Sandham.  The  former  was  a 
drummer  in  the  army,  and  the  other,  his  pot  companion.  They 
induced  a  man  from  Arnold  to  take  a  shilling  for  enlistment  money, 
though  he  was  unfit  for  service,  in  hope  of  obtaining  his  "  smart" 
The  man  however  went  away  towards  home  without  either  paying 
the  208.,  or  returning  the  one  which  he  had  taken.  They  followed 
and  stopped  him  in  Fox-lane,  and  an  altercation  ensued,  succeeded 
by  a  scuffle,  in  which  Roberts  drew  his  hanger,  and  cut  off  one  of 
the  man's  little  fingers.  They  were  tried  for  cutting  and  maiming^ 
and  being  found  guilty,  were  executed. 

An  important  change  in  the  law  of  marriage  was  effected  this 
year  by  the  Legislature.  Up  to  this  period  the  law  was  so  loose 
that  all  kinds  of  hurried  and  clandestine  unions  could  be  formed 
in  any  part  of  England,  with  greater  facility  than  they  afterwards 
were  at  Gretna  Green.  No  notice  or  publication  of  banns  was 
required,  and  any  parson  might  perform  the  ceremony,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  place,  without  consent  of  parents  or  any  other 
preliminary  condition  whatsoever.  It  was  stated  in  Parliament 
without  contradiction,  that  the  worst  or  the  most  needy  of  the 
clergy  would  often  forward  the  most  rash  and  disgraceful  mar- 
riages, sometimes  even  in  poor-houses,  public-houses,  or  jails,  for 
the  sskke  of  the  most  paltry  fee,  often  not  more  than  two  shillings. 

At  an  enumeration  made  at  this  period,  the  total  number  of 
stocking-frames  in  England  and  Wales  was  found  to  be  14,000, 
thus  located:  in  London,  1,000;  Surrey,  350;  Nottingham,  1,500; 
Leoeister,  1,000 ;  Derby,  200 ;  Dublin,  500 ;  Cork,  200 ;  Bdfast, 
100 ;  scattered  about  in  villages^  &c.,  in  the  Midland  Counties, 
7,300 ;  in  other  counties,  750. 

The  enumerations  of  frames  at  different  periods  show  the 
following  aggregate  numbers  existing : — 


Li  1669  ... 

660 

In  1821  .. 

..  29,590 

In  1714  ... 

8,000 

In  1823  . 

..  33,000 

In  1753  ... 

14,000 

In  1844  . 

..  48,482 

In  1782  ... 

20,000 

1754 

March  6. — Death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  the  Prime  Minister.     He  1754 
wassuoceededbyhisbrother,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  A  dissolution 
of  Parliament  was  the  oonsequenoa 
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1754  April  20. — The  poll  at  the  Nottingham  election  closed  as 

follows : — 

For  the  Right  Hon-  Lord  Viscount  Howe  . . .  980  votes. 

Sir  Willoughby  Aston,  Bart     924 

John  Plumptre,  Esq. 915 

Majority 9 

Though  the  population  at  this  period  is  supposed  to  have  been  not 
more  than  about  11,000,  yet  1,858  voters  entered  their  names  on 
the  poll-sheets,  of  whom  1,713  were  burgesses,  and  145  freeholders. 
Thus  about  1  in  6  of  the  total  population,  including  men,  women, 
and  children,  imbeciles,  paupers,  and  criminals,  actually  voted  for 
Members  of  Parliament, — a  much  larger  proportion  than  at  subse- 
quent contests.  The  total  number  of  burgesses  is  supposed  to  have 
been  1,757.  Lord  Howe  and  John  Plumptre,  Esq.,  stood  in  the 
Whig  or  Orange  interest ;  and  Sir  Willoughby  Aston  in  the  Tory 
or  Jacobite.  It  must,  however,  be  understood  that  Mr.  Plumptre 
had  lost  the  confidence  of  many  of  his  Whig  friends  by  having 
recently  accepted  an  office  under  Government.  But  relying  on 
his  great  local  influence,  he  not  only  thought  of  regaining  his  seat, 
but  of  bringing  in  Sir  W.  Aston  likewise.  His  apparent  defection 
induced  many  of  his  former  supporters  to  so  record  their  votes  as 
to  place  Sir  W.  Aston  second  on  the  list,  and  consequently  ex- 
clude Mr.  Plumptre.  The  Bev.  George  Wakefield,  M.A,  the 
rector  of  St  Nicholas's,  who  had  been  made  an  honorary  burgess 
by  the  Corporation,  voted  contrary  to  the  Corporate  interest  His 
share  of  the  X60  which  the  Corporation  gave  annually  to  the  in- 
cumbents of  the  three  parishes  was  consequently  withheld  the 
three  following  years. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Bobert  Sutton  and  John  Thomhaugh, 
Esq.,  were  elected  to  represent  the  County.  Mr.  Thomhaugh  had 
the  good  fortune  to  have  a  handsome  estate  left  to  him  for  life, 
on  condition  of  his  assuming  the  name  of  Hewitt  It  was  so  given 
by  his  godfather.  Sir  Thomas  Hewitt,  and  was  situated  at  Shire- 
oaks.  He  succeeded  to  the  estate  in  1756,  on  the  death  of  Lady 
Hewitt,  and  held  it  till  his  decease  in  1787.  He  died  at  his  house 
at  Bichmond,  in  Surrey,  and  Shireoaks  returned  to  the  Hewitt 
family.  He  was  the  last  male  descendant  in  a  direct  line  of  the 
renowned  Colonel  Thomhaugh.  The  family  mansion  in  Notting- 
ham was  in  that  part  of  Stoney-street  known  as  St.  Mary's-hilL 

Jtdy  18. — ^e  chapel  on  the  High-pavement,  Nottingham, 
was  registered  for  the  use  of  Protestant  Dissenters  (Presbyterians, 
who  espoused  the  doctrines  of  the  Arian  school  of  divinity).  The 
persons  certifying  were,  the  Bev.  Samuel  Eaton,  D.D.,  Matthew 
Immyns,  Samuel  Fellows,  John  Fellows,  James  Huthwaite,  jun., 
and  Bobert  Seagrave. 

On  the  same  day,  the  chapel  in  Castle-gate  was  registered  for 
public  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  (Independents).  The 
names  of  the  persons  certifying  to  the  uses  of  the  building  were, 
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John  Sherbrooke,  Ichabod  Wright,  Benjamin  Lomas,  John  Wright^   1754 
Andrew  Hombuckle,  and  Samuel  Newham. 

September  29. — ^Alderman  William  Trigge  elected  Mayor. 
Alderman  Trigge  served  the  office  of  Mayor  five  times :  viz.,  in 
1730,  1737,  1742,  1748,  and  1754.  He  Uved  in  a  large  house,  of 
the  Norman  style  of  architecture,  situated  in  High-street,  on  the 
site  of  the  house  and  shop  at  present  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Fox  Armitage,  grocer.  The  mansion  was  then  placed 
back  from  the  street,  having  a  paved  court-yard  in  front,  diivided 
from  the  street  by  a  lofty  palisading,  composed  of  that  curious  and 
richly  wrought  iron-work  for  which  Nottingham  was  once  so 
famous,  but  which  has  now  nearly  disappeared  from  amongst  us. 
Two  or  three  formally  trimmed  elms  overtopped  the  tall  raiUngp 
and  gave  to  the  mansion  of  the  wealthiest  alderman  Nottingham 
ever  possessed  (together  with  its  large  ornamental  porch,  and 
massive  stone  pediment  and  decorations),  a  very  stately  appear- 
ance, as  the  spectator  approached  it  from  Cheapside,  or  surveyed 
it  from  the  steps  of  the  old  Hen  Cross.  In  accordance  with  the 
customs  of  that  day,  the  worthy  Alderman,  in  his  suit  of  plum- 
coloured  velvet,  with  diamond  knee  and  large  silver  shoe-bucklesi 
and  his  lady  in  a  mantilla  of  rich  brocade,  with  hooped  petticoat^ 
and  toupeed  head-dress,  were  wont  to  sit  in  their  high-backed 
carved  chairs  in  the  ample  porch  of  the  house,  for  two  or  three 
hours  every  afternoon,  when  the  weather  would  permit,  conversing 
with  their  children  or  friends ;  forming  a  striking  and  picturesque 
contrast  with  the  present  day,  both  as  respects  the  appearance  of 
the  house  and  the  manners  of  its  inmates.  Mr.  Alderman  Trigge 
was  blessed  with  but  two  children;  a  son,  who  died  early  in 
manhood  (and  who  resided  at  Wilf  ord,  in  a  mansion  on  the  site  ol 
the  house  at  present  occupied  by  H.  Smith,  Esq.),  and  a  daughter, 
of  rare  beauty  and  endowments ;  upon  whom,  the  Alderman,  in  a 
spirit  of  enlightened  foresight,  bestowed  an  education  equal  to 
that  enjoyed  by  almost  the  first  class  ladies  in  this  country.  The 
result  of  this  combination  of  beauty  and  amiability  with  high  and 
lady-like  attainments  was,  that  Miss  Trigge  received  an  c^er  of 
marriage  in  her  22nd  year,  from  an  officer  of  high  standing  in  the 
Sing's  service,  who  had  acquired,  in  addition  to  his  patrimonial 
estates,  a  large  accession  of  fortune  by  a  long  residence  in  India. 
As  was  to  be  expected,  Ck>lonel  Benton's  high  standing  in  society, 
united  to  his  generous  and  manly  character,  obtained  for  his  suit 
a  favourable  reception  both  from  Miss  Trigge  and  the  worthy 
Alderman  her  father ;  and  after  a  courtship  of  a  few  months  the 
day  was  appointed  for  the  marriage  to  take  place.  But  a  dark 
doud  suddenly  arose,  which  enveloped  the  unfolding  scene  of 
happiness  in  gloom  and  sorrow.  The  Colonel  contracted  a  severe 
cold  during  a  shooting  excursion  in  Yorkshire,  which  superinduced 
a  fever  of  so  violent  a  character  as  to  terminate  his  existence  on 
the  very  day  appointed  for  the  celebration  of  the  nuptial 'ceremony. 
He,  however,  (having  no  near  relations,)  testified  his  affiMtion  for 
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1754  his  betrothed  bride,  by  leaving  her  the  bulk  of  his  fortune,  together 
with  an  elegant  new  carriage,  which  he  requested  might  be  used 
bj  her  on  her  future  weddmg-day,  should  she  live  to  become  the 
wife  of  another.     This  distressing  event  caused  the  amiable  young 
lady  deep  and  heartfelt  sorrow.     For  three  or  four  years  she 
resolutely  refused  all   overtures  of    marriage,    from    whatever 
quarter,  although  proposals  were  made  to  her  by  several  gentle- 
men of  rank  and  fashion,  whose  advances  were  seconded  by  her 
lather  and  friends,  as  highly  advantageous  and  desirable.  At  length, 
however,  while  on  a  visit  to  Bath,  Miss  Trigge  attracted  the 
attention  of  Thomas,  Lord  Lyttleton,  son  of  the  degant  writer  of 
the  life  of  St  Paul,  the  patron  of  the  poet  Thomsoif,  and  a  friend 
of  most  of  the  literary  characters  of  the  day.     After  a  suitable 
time,  during  which  his  lordship  was  unremitting  in  his  attentions 
to  the  Alderman's  daughter,  the  union  was  consummated.     As  a 
proof  of  the  great  wealth  of  Mr.  Trigge,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
he  gave  £30,000  down  on  her  wedding-day,  as  a  marriage  portion, 
besides  bequeathing  her  X50,000  more  at  his  decease;   which, 
together  with  her  own  portion  left  to  her  by  .Colonel  Benton, 
made  her  one  of  the  wealthiest  untitled  ladies  in  the  land.     The 
wedding-day  of  Miss  Trigge  was  long  remembered  in  Nottingham, 
and  formed  the  theme  of  many  an  "  old  wife's"  story,  when  de- 
scanting on  the  events  and  pleasures  of  her  by-gone  days.     The 
crowds  which  lined  the  streets,  the  splendour  of  the  liveries,  the 
tasteful  and  richly  ornamented  equipages,  the  true  love-knots  and 
snowy  rosettes  which  adorned  the  coats  of  the  men  and  the  bosoms 
and  tresses  qf  the  maidens,  the  ribands  and  the  silken  streamers 
that  waved  and  floated  upon  the  air,  which  seemed  as  if  filled  with 
a  cloud  of  milk-white  doves  ; — all  this  show  and  bravery,  with  the 
garlands  and  flowers  which  adorned  the  old  Cross  in  front  of  the 
worthy  burgher's  house,  the  gallant  bearing  and  rich  attire  of  the 
noble  bridegroom,  as  he  handed  his  beauteous  bride  into  his  car- 
riage ;  her  rich  stomacher,  glittering  with  diamonds ;  her  head- 
dr^s,  nodding  beneath  the  weight  of  its  ornaments;   and  her 
superb  satin  petticoat,  on  which  the  richer  hues  of  the  rainbow  vied 
with  the  fresh  and  more  delicate  tints  of  spring ;  these  were  beheld 
with  the  delight  and  enthusiasm  which  belonged  peculiarly  to  those 
days  of  unsophisticated  feeling.     We  must  not  omit  to  mention  that 
the  carriage  of  Colonel  Benton,  according  to  his  dying  wishes, 
formed  a  conspicuous  object  in  the  cortege.     It  was  drawn  by  four 
horses,  caparisoned  in  black  morocco  harness  richly  mounted  with 
silver  ornaments ;  the  seat  of  the  coachman,  who  was  in  mourning 
habiliments,  was  covered  with  a  deep  cloth  of  black  velvet  edged 
with  a  fuU  and  massive  silver  fringe,  and  decorated  with  the 
armourial  bearings  of  the  Colonel's  ^unily.    As  this  singular  part  of 
the  wedding  procession  passed  sedately  and  tenantless  along  the 
streets,  it  was  observed  that  many,  many  eyes  were  suffused  with 
tears,  which  were  not  accustomed  to  show  this  mark  of  woman's 
wwUrnesSi  and  the  effect  was  similar  to  that  produced  at  an 
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Egyptian  festival  by  the  introduction  of  a  skeleton  at  the  well  1754 
furnished  and  glittering  board,  mirth  was  sobered  into  decorum^ 
and  passion  chastened  into  virtuous  feeling.  The  happiness  justly 
anticipated  by  Lady  Lyttleton  and  her  family  from  her  union 
with  the  noble  scion  of  an  old  and  illustrious  line — from  the  daz- 
zling exchange  of  the  old  house  in  High-street  for  the  magnificent 
mansion  of  Hagley,  near  Stourbridge,  with  its  superb  hall% 
pictures,  and  marbles,  its  far-famed  fountains,  groves,  and  gardens^ 
was,  through  the  premature  death  of  her  husband,  but  of  few 
years  duration,  lady  Lyttleton  lived  to  attain  a  very  venerable 
age,  witnessing  the  interment  of  four  successive  Lords  Lyttleton, 
and  seeing  a  fifth  assume  the  title. 

October, — ^The  quartern  loaf,  best  quality,  sold  at  4d.  Li 
1757,  the  price  was  lOd.;  and  in  March,  1800,  Is.  5d. 

The  attention  of  Mr.  Jedediah  Strutt  was  drawn  this  year  by 
his  brother-in-law,  who  was  a  hosier  residing  in  Derby,  to  some 
unsuccessful  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  manufacture  ribbed 
stockings  upon  the  stocking  frama  Being  possessed  of  a  natural 
inclination  to  the  study  of  mechanics,  he  very  readily  agreed  to 
assist  in  the  attainment  of  this  object.  He  bent  his  mind  to  the 
pursuit,  made  himself  master  of  the  mechanism  of  the  frame,  and 
at  length  perfectly  succeeded  in  his  endeavours.  Li  1758,  he 
obtained,  in  conjunction  with  his  brother-in-law,  a  patent  for  his 
improved- machine  for  manufacturing  the  **  Derby  Patent  Bib." 
He  removed  from  Belper  to  Derby,  where  he  established  a  very 
extensive  concern,  and  quickly  realized  considerable  property. 

Jedediah  Strutt  was  bom  about  1726,  and  began  life  as  a 
farmer.  The  circumstance  attending  his  career  which  demands 
the  most  extended  notice  was  his  connection  with  Arkwright,  the 
inventor  of  cotton  spinning,  to  whom  reference  will  be  made  here- 
after.  When  Messrs.  Wright,  bankers,  of  this  town,  withdrew 
their  advances  from  Arkwright,  they  recommended  him  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Strutt,  whose  practical  knowledge  would  enable  him  to 
satisfy  himself  as  to  the  feasibility  of  a  manufacture  the  success 
of  which  had  hitherto  been  very  unpromising.  Mr.  Strutt  at 
once  discerned  the  sound  principles  of  Arkwright's  machine,  and 
frankly  declared  his  conviction  that  with  some  slight  mechanical 
adjustments  it  would  spin  excellent  hosiery  yam — the  great 
desideratum  in  the  cotton  manufacture  of  that  day,  since  the  com- 
mon hand-wheel  yam,  as  well  as  the  jenny  yarn  of  Hargreaves, 
was  too  soft  and  loose  for  making  good  stockings.  Before  Ark- 
wright's  invention,  all  the  contrivances  for  spinning  were  imitations 
of  t^e  motion  of  finger  and  thumb  in  drawing  out  the  thread  from 
the  wool :  Arkwright's  invention  was  to  effect  this,  not  at  once, 
but  by  a  series  of  operations.  The  wool  being  carded,  and  the 
filaments  of  the  cotton  laid  regularly  side  by  side,  in  the  form  of 
short  ropes,  the  ends  are  joined  together  to  form  one  long  rope^ 
which  is  passed  between  two  rollers.  On  their  drawing  the  rope 
forwardi  it  is  caught  by  another  set  of  rollers,  revolving  as  quicUy 
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1754  ftgain,  so  that  it  is  reduced  to  half  i'g  thickness  and  proportionately 
increased  in  length.  Several  of  thdse  finer  ones  are  then  put 
together  and  drawn  to  the  size  of  one,  which  operation  corrects 
all  the  inequalities  of  the  thread.  This  combination  of  threads 
drawn  into  the  size  of  one  is  carried  on  through  more  delicate 
machines  till  the  requisite  fineness  is  obtained.  It  is  said  that 
when  Arkwright  applied  to  Mr.  Strutt  the  machines  were  much 
embarrassed  by  the  fibres  of  the  wool  sticking  to  the  roller.  This 
circumstance  greatly  annoyed  Mr.  Arkwright,  but  .Mr.  Strutt 
engaged  to  remove  the  evil  on  condition  of  participating  equally 
in  the  profits.  They  repaired  to  the  mill,  when  Mr.  Strutt  having 
taken  a  lump  of  chalk  out  of  his  pocket  and  applied  it  to  the 
roller,  the  defect  was  instantly  removed.  Mr.  Strutt  died  in  the 
year  1797,  aged  70. 

1755. 

1755  Alderman  John  Hombuckle  (who  served  the  office  of  Mayor 
in  1743  and  1749)  resigned  his  gown  and  mayoralty,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded therein  by  Samuel  Fellows,  Gent.,  one  of  the  Coroners. 

East  Retford  Town  Hall  rebuilt  this  year,  at  the  cost  of 
£1,773  19s.  Id. 

"Northern  Lights,"  or  Aurora  BoreaUt^  first  recorded  as 
having  been  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nottin|i^hanL 

1756. 

1756  February  22. — ^Birth  of  Gilbert  Wakefield,  in  the  parsonage 
of  St  Nicholas's,  Nottingham,  of  which  parish  his  father  was  rec- 
tor. This  eminent  townsman  was  distinguished  for  his  learning 
and  virtues.  His  &ther,  by  the  mother's  side,  was  connected  in 
blood  with  the  noble  family  of  the  BusseUs ;  and  his  mother  was 
of  an  ancient  Nottingham  family,  and  her  grandfather,  William 
Barke,  proprietor  of  extensive  tan- works  in  Narrow-marsh,  and 
twice  Mayor  of  the  town,  viz.,  in  1704  and  1712.  At  an  early 
age  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  placed  under  the  care  of  th^ 
Rev.  Simuel  Beardmore,  at  the  Free  School,  Stoney-street,  whence, 
at  the  age  of  nine,  he  was  removed  to  a  school  at  Wilford  kept  by 
the  Rev.  Isaac  PickthalL  His  facility  in  learning  was  such  that 
it  is  understood  he  leamt  the  Greek  tongue  under  the  shade  of  the 
noUe  row  of  elms  idiich  formerly  graced  what  was  termed 
''the  DeerVwalk"  in  Nottingham  I^k,  extending  from  the 
Lenton  foot  road  to  the  barracks,  during  the  occasional  ramblee  of 
one  brief  sommer.  In  1767,  lus  fathtf  obtained  the  vicarage  of 
Kingston-upon-Thamea,  and  after  a  course  of  study  at  Richmond 
and  ELingstoa,  Gilbert  matured  his  education  at  Ounbridge  Uni- 
v«ni^,  where  he  to<^  the  degree  of  Badielor  of  Arta  In  1778  he 
wia  cvdainad  deacon,  fay  Dr.  HtnrhKiBft,  Bishop  of  Peterboroii^ 
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and  entered  upon  the  curacy  of  Stockport,  under  the  Rer.  John  1756 
Watson,  the  daughter  of  whose  brother  he  afterwards  married. 
Becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England, 
Mr.  Wakefield  resigned  a  curacy  he  held  in  Liverpool,  to  which 
place  he  had  removed  from  Stockport,  and  became  classical  teacher 
in  the  academy  at  Warrington.  In  1783,  on  the  dissolution  of 
the  academy,  he  opened  a  school  at  Bramcote  near  Nottingham, 
where,  three  years  subsequently,  he  was  seized  with  a  violent 
spasmodic  affection  in  one  of  his  shoulders,  the  acuteness  of  which, 
during  two  years  rendered  the  constant  use  of  opiates  an  indis- 
pensable preliminary  to  sleep.  On  the  opening  of  a  new  Dissent- 
ing college  at  Hackney  he  was  chosen  classical  instructor,  and  left 
Nottingham  in  the  summer  of  1790  to  enter  upon  his  fresh  sphere 
of  labour.  In  June,  the  following  year,  however,  he  left  the 
institution,  and  wholly  devoted  his  time  to  literary  labours  and 
the  education  of  his  children.  Mr.  Wakefield  did  not  confine 
his  labours  to  the  arena  of  theological  controversy :  occasionally 
he  came  forth  as  a  stem  politician.  He  wrote  several  pamphleii 
against  the  Government  of  which  no  notice  was  taken ;  but  in 
1798  he  published  a  letter  to  Dr.  Watson,  Bishop  of  Llandaff, 
on  the  subject  of  the  war  with  France,  which  was  couched  in 
terms  so  offensive  to  the  dominant  party  that  the  Attorney- 
General  instituted  a  prosecution  against  him.  Mr.  Wakefied  was 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  two  years  in  Dorchester  gaol,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  to  give  security,  himself  in  the  sum  of  £500, 
and  two  others  £250  each,  for  his  good  behaviour  for  five  years. 
The  severity  of  the  sentence  excited  public  sympathy  in  his  favour, 
and  the  sum  of  £5,000,  in  the  raising  of  which  his  native  town 
took  a  part,  was  speedily  subscribed  and  settled  upon  him  as  an 
annuity ;  in  additiorto  which,  a  gentleman  named  Dodson  left 
him  £500.  On  the  4th  June,  1801,  Mr.  Wakefield  came  out  of 
prison,  with  a  constitution  so  greatly  impaired  that  on  the  9th  of 
September  following  he  died  at  Hackney,  in  the  46th  year  of  his 
age.  Mr.  Wakefield's  literary  productions  were  numerous.  Those 
held  in  most  repute  are,  A  Trcmslation  of  the  New  Testamenty  2 
vols.;  Tragedia/rum  GrcBca/rum  Delectus^  2  vol&;  an  edition  of 
I/W!reHu8,  3  vols. ;  An  Inquiry  into  the  Opinions  of  the  Christian 
Writers  of  the  three  first  Centuries^  concerning  the  Person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  4  vols. ;  and  the  SUva  Critica,  His  mortal  remains  were 
interred  at  Richmond,  where  also  lie  the  bodies  of  his  father 
(grandfttther  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Wakefield)  and  of  his  brother 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Wakefield,  B.A.,  thirty  years  the  incumbent  of 
ih&t  parish,  who  died  on  the  26th  of  November,  1806.  The  Rev. 
George  Wakefield,  the  father,  was  eighteen  years  rector  of  St* 
Nicholas's,  Nottingham,  and  nine  years  incumbent  of  Kingston 
and  Richmond.  He  died  on  the  10th  of  February,  1776,  aged  56 
years. 

This  year  also  witnessed  the  birth  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Oliver, 
'*the  Masonic  patriarcL"     Mr.  Oliver  was  known  and  respected 
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1766  very  extensively.  In  1782  he  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of 
George  Whitehead,  Esq.,  of  Bestwood  Hall,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
children.  Through  the  interest  of  Lord  Denbigh,  in  1788,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  head  mastership  of  Lutterworth  School,  and 
entered  on  its  duties  with  such  zeal  and  earnestness  that  he  soon 
filled  his  house  with  boarders,  sometimes  having  upwards  of  fifty 
at  once,  and  established  a  reputation  for  learning  and  scientific 
acquirements  which  was  of  great  service  to  him  through  life. 
He  was  made  a  Freemason  in  the  St.  John's  Lodge,  at  Leicester, 
about  1796,  and  paying  great  attention  to  the  art  and  mystery 
attained  a  very  distinguished  position  in  the  Order,  and  composed 
numerous  Masonic  songs.  Retiring  from  public  Hfe  Mr.  Oliver 
soon  afterwards  returned  to  €k>tham,  in  this  county,  as  the  curate 
of  that  place  and  Ruddington ;  whence  however  he  removed  to 
Whaplode  in  1801,  where  he  remained  forty-two  years,  preaching 
three  times  every  Sunday.  On  the  death  of  the  vicar  of  the  parish 
in  1842,  he  was  removed  from  the  curacy,  without  the  least 
pecimiary  compensation,  at  the  advanced  age  of  84  years.  Happily 
a  few  months  afterwards  the  venerable  patriarch  was  inducted  to 
the  rectory  of  Lambley,  a  comfortable  retreat  for  his  declining  days. 
He  died  on  the  9th  of  August,  1847. 

May  18. — ^War  declared  against  France.  In  the  royal  de- 
claration the  grounds  of  hostilities  were  alleged  to  be  the 
encroachments  of  the  French  on  the  Ohio  and  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  invasion  of  Minorca.     This  war  lasted  seven  years. 

June  20. — One  hundred  and  thirty-three  British  subjects 
perished  for  want  of  fresh  air  in  the  Black  Hole  at  Calcutta. 

September  29. — Alderman  John  Burton  elected  Mayor. 

Nov,  1  l.-The  Duke  of  Newcastle  resigned  the  office  of  Premier. 

The  machine  known  as  "  the  tuck  pressor"  came  into  use  in 
the  Nottingham  trade  about  this  date.  The  tuck  pressor  consists 
merely  of  a  thin  bar  of  iron  attached  by  screws  to  "  the  framo- 
presser"  so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  moved  to  eLud/ro,  the  space  of 
one,  two,  or  three  needles,  according  to  the  pattern  required,  there 
being  grooves  cut  in  the  lower  edge  to  admit  of  the  needle  or 
needles  passing  up  during  the  pressing  motion  on  which  the  tuck- 
loops  are  wrought,  while  the  teeth  press  down  the  other  needle- 
beards  to  admit  of  the  stitches  passing  over  the  needle-heads ;  and 
thus  by  moving  it  this  way  one  course  and  that  way  another,  while 
differently  coloured  threads  are  worked,  a  diversity  of  shades  is 
produced  in  a  vertical  line,  which  gives  to  the  stocking  the  appear- 
ance of  coloured  ribs.  This  description  of  stocking  has  long  gone 
out  of  the  market,  and  the  invention  itself,  even  in  the  branches 
to  which  it  could  yet  be  applied,  has  been  nearly  superseded  by 
"the  jack  machine."  The  honour  of  having  originated  the  tuck- 
presser  has  been  variously  contested.  The  more  commonly  received 
opinion  is  that  a  native  of  Dublin  was  the  inventor,  though  some 
ascribe  it  to  a  French  refugee,  and  others  to  "the  grand  monarqiLe* 
himself,  Louis  XIV.  of  France. 
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Nottingham  can  claim  a  poet,  who  flourished  at  this  period,  1756 
as  a  framework-knitter.  His  name  was  William  Calvert,  and 
though  now  nearly  forgotten,  he  stood  forth  in  honourable  distinc- 
tion from  the  unlettered  herd  by  which  he  was  encompassed  in 
the  daily  walks  of  life.  The  accompanying  specimen  of  his 
literary  powers,  hitherto  unpublished,  and  written  in  1756,  is 
from  tiie  original  manuscript  in  the  compiler's  possession  : — 

"  Attend  my  sonn,  and  hear  your  father  tell 
A  tale'of  old  which  he  remembers  well, 
Of  Thomhaugh's  death,  of  Lanfi^dale's  shameful  flight, 
Of  Nottinghun  heroes,  aiid  of  Preston  fight. 
A  tale  your  grandsdre  knew,  and  oft  woiUd  say, 
*  I  did  my  duty  on  that  bloody  day.* 
For  he  had  fought  through  all  the  civil  wars, 
In  Freedom's  army,  and  could  show  his  scars.* 

In  Freeton  field,  the  eager  ground  to  gaiUf 
The  Nottingham  Horse  was  ^t  upon  the  plain ; 
On  yictorr  mtent,  by  gallant  Thornhaugh  led, 
A  chief  who  oft  had  conquered  at  iheir  head, — 
Their  rights  maintained  by  erery  generous  i^an. 
Being  Freedom's  champion,  and  the  friend  of  man. 
He  forward  rode,  and  led  the  raging  war. 
More  fierce  than  Mars  in  his  destructive  car ; 
His  brow  extended,  yet  beset  with  care. 
His  eyes  portentous  flashed  with  tiioughtf  ul  glare  \ 
Stem  were  his  looks,  but  yet  did  they  unfold, 
His  soul's  deep  counsel,  and  his  courage  bold. 
As  if  presaging  he  was  doomed  to  bleed. 
He  sudden  starts,  and  checks  his  fiery  steed  ; 
Ere  blow  was  struck,  with  short  and  hasty  breath. 
He  spoke  these  wordjs  prophetic  of  hii  death : 

*  Ye  worthy  soldiers  all,  for  such  ye  be. 
And  such  are  all  who  fight  for  liberty, 
Expand  your  souls  with  flames  of  martial  fire, 
And  soon  ye' U  see  the  Scottish  slaves  retire ; 
Throw  off  the  softer  passions  from  your  mind. 
And  leave  each  tender  feeling  far  l>ehind ; 
Fraught  with  the  lion's  rage,  the  field  we'll  scour, 
And  spread  destruction  like  a  burning  shower. 
If  death  we  meet,  let's  cheerfully  resign 
That  life  but  lent  us  by  the  Powers  divine ; 
For  he  who  lives  to  meet  a  glorious  end, 
Oivee  joy  to  heaven,  and  comfort  to  his  friend ; 
Then  fearless  fight,  and  fearless  live  or  fall. 
For,  long  or  short  our  day,  Fate  governs  all.' 

Thus  spake  the  chief,  wielding  his  blade  around ; 
His  sprightly  charger  trembled  at  tiie  sound ; 
Then  rushing  forward  headlong  at  the  foe, 
Their  ranks  he  thinn'd  by  many  a  deadly  blow. 
Hamilton  and  Langdale,  wondering  at  tne  feat. 
Issued  immediate  orders  for  retreat ; 
Dismayed,  discouraged,  and  depressed  in  mind, 
The  Scots  fied  from  nim  as  the  thirsty  hind. 
He  still  pursued,  and  still  led  on  the  van, — 
The  sullen  foe  disheartened  from  him  ran. 
To  cover  the  retreat,  and  save  their  rear, 
From  the  destruction  which  was  then  so  near, 

*  A  descendant  of  Colonel  Thomhaugb  is  noticed  at  page  32.  Tho  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  gallant  Colonel's  death  were  thus  related  by  Cromwell  in  a  letter  to  Parliament : — 
'*  That  worthy  ffentleman.  Colonel  Thomhaugh,  pressing  too  boldly,  was  olain,  being  run 
Into  the  body,  migh,  and  bead,  by  the  enemy's  lancers.^   1648. 
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J.766  ^  corps  of  LoDoers  had  been  ordered  out, 

To  form  a  front  and  bide  tbe  general  rout. 
Tbete  Thombangb  saw^  and  charged  devoid  of  fear, 
And  bia  bold  heart  reoeiyed  tbe  pointed  spear. 
Onward  be  rushed,  but  fainting  from  his  wound. 
The  younger  Chadwick  sayed  hmi  from  the  ground. 
His  troops  sprang  forward,  with  a  droadful  cry, 
Learing  their  dbief  among  his  friends  to  die. 
As  a  b^  lion,  lord  of  aU  the  plain. 
By  men  engaged,  he  shakes  his  shaggy  mane, 
He  furious  Dounds  on  the  intrepid  foe. 
Then  in  his  breast  receires  a  deadly  blow, 
He  scorns  his  foe  should  hear  his  dying  cries, 
Then  frowns  contemptuous,  shakes  his  mane,  and  dies: 
Thus  fell  braye  Thomhaugh,  friend  of  human  kind, 
«  Of  body  stout,  and  of  exalted  mind. 


Thus  closed  his  eyes,  his  hand  fell  from  his  chest, 
And  his  braye  soul  was  welcomed  to  its  rest. 
His  enraged  comrades  f  oueht  like  lions  all. 
And  ayenged  amply  their  braye  leader's  fall. 
*  Thomhaugh  is  dead ! '  they  cried, '  Away,  away, 
Let  not  a  Soot  suryiye  this  bloody  day  !* 
They  onward  pressed,  with  hayoc  in  their  eyei. 
Confused  their  foes,  and  killed  them  in  surprise. 
And  still  at  Preston,  when  this  day  they  name. 
The  Nottingham  Horse  receiyes  its  meed  of  fame ; 
And  honest  Ihomhaugh,  with  his  gallant  band, 
Shall  liye  in  song  throughout  his  natiye  land. 
While  freedom's  cherished,  or  while  Britons  sing 
Of  treacherous  nobles  or  a  tyrant  king." 

1757. 

1767  July- — Appointment  of  a  new  Ministry  of  which  Mr.  Pitt, 

as  Secretary  of  State,  was  made  Premier  and  leader  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  held  office  under  him  as 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Fox  as  Paymaster  of  the  Forces, 
and  the  Duke  of  Bedford  as  Viceroy  of  Ireland. 

JtUy  29. — Mr.  Wesley  re-visits  Nottingham.  There  being 
no  church  or  chapel  open  to  him  he  preached  in  a  house  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  Crosland-yard,  Narrow-marsh,  in  the  occupation 
of  Matthew  Bagshaw.  An  aperture  had  been  made  in  the  cham- 
ber-floor; and  the  women  being  above  and  the  men  below,  and  the 
preacher^s  head  just  above  the  floor,  Mr.  Wesley  was  heard  in 
both  house-place  and  chamber  at  the  same  time.  The  ceiling  and 
chamber-floor  of  the  house  still  bear  evident  marks  of  the  aperture. 
It  continued  to  be  the  usual  preaching-place  of  the  society  until 
they  removed  to  a  large  upper-room  at  the  comer  of  Bottle-lane, 
on  the  very  site  where  Zion  Chapel  now  stands ;  and  Mary  White 
(the  woman  referred  to  in  Mr.  Nelson's  autobicttraphy)  still 
received  the  preachers  at  her  house  in  Ghapel-court.  Bvwrdrlane. 

September  5. — A  groat  riot  took  place  at  "^ 
by  obnoxious  provisions  in  the  new  1 
gentlemen  of  the  county  were 
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Act,  a  mob  of  about  five  hundred  persons  entered  the  room  where    1 757 
they  were  sitting  and  demanded  their  papers.     Being  refused  the 
mob  took  them  by  force,  and  carried  them  in  triumph  through  the     % 
streets,  ill-treating  Sir  George  Saville  and  other  gentlemen  they 
met  in  their  route. 

September  20. — Execution  of  Eichaixi  Sturgess.  He  had  long 
been  suspected  of  robbing  the  dyehouses  of  the  town,  and  being  at 
length  caught  in  the  act,  was  capitally  convicted. 

September  29. — Alderman  Cornelius  Huthwaite  elected  Mayor. 

A  circumstance,  sufficiently  curious  perhaps  to  merit  a  notice 
in  this  volume,  took  place  this  year  in  Narrow-marsh.  A  Scotch- 
man of  the  name  of  Wilson,  by  trade  a  hawker,  occupied  a  house 
in  that  street,  which  was  broken  in  during  his  absence  on  one  of 
his  trading  excursions,  and  amongst  other  property  stolen  was  a 
quantity  of  silver  plate.  On  his  return,  of  course,  he  discovered 
die  loss  he  had  sustained  and  informed  his  neighbours,  one  of 
whom  was  a  jobbing  carpenter  named  David  Lowe.  A  day  or 
two  afterwards,  Lowe  told  Wilson  that  he  had  dreamt  the  stolen 
property  was  concealed  in  a  certain  pigstye  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Wilson,  accompanied  by  his  son-in-law,  Wright  Hawley  (many 
years  an  active  electioneerer  in  the  Tory  interest),  and  also  by 
Lowe  himself,  proceeded  to  the  pigstye,  and  after  a  careful  exam- 
ination, found  the  whole  of  the  stolen  articles.  The  *' canny 
Scotchman''  naturally  became  suspicious  that  Lowe  had  been 
concerned  in  the  robbery,  and  complained  to  a  magistrate ;  and 
the  result  was  that  the  suspected  man  was  confined  a  week  or  two 
in  gaol  and  then  discharged,  there  being  no  evidence  against  him 
but  his  own  account  of  his  extraordinary  dream,  which  however 
was  generally  believed  to  be  true,  for  the  man  bore  a  good  character. 
For  years  afterwards  it  was  a  common  saying,  "  Don't  be  like 
David  Lowe,  get  into  prison  for  dreaming."  Lowe  was  a  man  of 
uncommon  bodily  strength,  and  said  to  be  double  jointed.  He 
once  lifted  from  the  ground  the  large  hammer,  weighing  7  cwt., 
at  the  Forge  Mill,  between  Bulwell  and  Papplewick,  then  called 
Bnlwell  Forge. 

Mr.  Samuel  Creswell,  of  Nottingham,  (the  grandfather  of  the 
present  respected  vicar  of  Radford,)  and  Mr.  John  Gregory,  of 
Leicester,  jointly  commenced  a  newspaper  this  year  (1  1753),  en- 
titled The  Leicester  and  Nottingham  JowttuU,  which  was  printed  at 
Leicester,  and  published  at  a  given  hour  in  Nottingham. 

The  first  newspaper  printed  in  Nottingham  was  commenced  (ao- 

ooirding  to  Mr.  Briscoe,  F.RH.S.,  Corporation  Librarian)  about 

Wednesday,  October  3rd,    1710,  by  Mr.  John   Collyer,   at  his 

htmm  cm  the  Long-row ;   it  was  known  as  the   Nottingham^  Post, 

3Slt§   WeMy   Cownmt  was  issued    November    27th,     1710,    by 

"''"  .  W.  AjMsough,  and  was  continued  till  1723,  when  Mr.  George 

4i  began  the  NotUnghamft  Weekly  GowroMt.     Mr.  Ayscough's 

B(oe  was  on  the  west  side  of  Bridlesmith-gate,  where 

•  published  Dr.   Deering's  History  of   Nottingham. 
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1757  The  title  of  the  journal  was  subsequently  altered  to  Ayscough*$ 
Nottitigham  Caurant :  its  price  was  at  first  twopence,  and  after- 
^  wards  twopence  halfpenny.  A  rival  publication,  The  Nottinghwm 
Mercwry,  published  by  the  aforesaid  John  Collyer,  at  the  Hen  Cross, 
at  the  price  of  three-half-pence,  languished  a  few  months  and  then 
expired.  The  Cowrant  lasted  till  about  1760,  when  Mr.  Creswell 
bought  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  Ayscough  and  converted  it  into 
an  independent  Nottinghafn  Journal^  dissolving  his  connection  with 
Mr.  Gregory,  who,  it  may  be  remarked,  then  set  up  the  Leicester 
Journal,  Mr.  Creswell  occupied  the  house  at  the  south  end  of 
the  Exchange,  which  Mr.  George  Henry  Judd  now  occupies.  In 
February,  1772,  Mr.  George  Burbage  started  the  Nottingham 
Chroniclej  on  the  Long-row,  in  the  premises  now  occupied  by  the 
Nottingham  Caf6  Co.,  at  the  bottom  of  Bell-yard.  The  Chronicle 
continued  in  existence  but  three  years;  Creswell  and  Burbage 
compromised  their  differences  and  became  joint  proprietors  of  the 
Journal,  which  afterwards  became  the  sole  property  of  Mr.  Burbage, 
and  at  his  death,  of  Mr.  George  Stretton,  who  had  married  Mr. 
Burbage's  daughter.  The  copyright  was  purchased  by  Mr.  John 
Hicklm,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Job  Bradshaw,  on  Mr.  Stretton's 
retirement  in  1832,  and  the  paper  was  published  under  the  style 
or  firm  of  John  Hicklin  and  Co.  In  1836  Mr.  Bradshaw  with- 
drew from  the  proprietorship,  and  Mr.  Hicklin  became  the  sole 
owner.  He  continued  the  publication  on  his  own  account  until 
1841,  when  the  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Job 
Bradshaw,  with  whom  it  remained  until  February,  1866,  when  it 
became  the  property  of  his  two  sons,  Messrs.  W.  and  A.  S. 
Bradshaw.  In  1780,  Mr.  Henry  Cox,  writing  master,  commenced 
The  Nottingham  Gazette,  which  was  printed  and  published  at  the 
house  on  the  Middle-pavement,  adjoining  Postern-place ;  this 
paper,  however,  only  lasted  a  few  weeks.  The  Nottingham 
Revieuo  was  established  by  Mr.  Charles  Sutton  at  his  house 
at  the  north-east  comer  of  Bridlesmith-gate,  June  3rd,  1808; 
on  his  death  in  1829,  his  son,  Mr.  Richard  Sutton,  became  the  pro- 
prietor. On  Dec  30, 1870,  it  was  incorporated  with  TheNotHngham 
Daily  Express,  A  second  Nottingham  Gazette  made  its  appearance 
in  1813,  from  the  office  of  Mr.  William  Tupman,  at  the  north- 
west comer  of  High-streot,  but  had  only  a  brief  existence.  The 
Nottingham  Herald,  which  issued  from  the  office  of  Mr.  E.  B. 
Bobinson,  Long-row,  in  1825,  lived  about  a  twelvemonth.  The 
same  year  witnessed  the  introduction  of  the  Nottingham  and 
Newa/rk  Mercury,  published  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Dunn,  on  the  South- 
parade.  Mr.  Samuel  Bennett  succeeded  Mr.  Dunn  as  publisher 
in  1834,  and  at  his  death  in  1836,  Mr.  Richard  Allen  became  the 
registered  proprietor.  The  paper  then  changed  its  title,  and  in 
1847  the  Nottingham  Merewry  went  into  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Bailey.  It  lingered  a  short  time,  and  ultimately  became 
extinct.  The  Nottinghamshire  Ouardian  mm  eilabludied  in 
1846 ;  it  was  first  publishod  by  Mr.  &  a  Ottmi«t  At :LQii(«w» 
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at  the  premises  from  which  the  Journal  was  many  years  issued,  1 757 
and  was  removed  to  the  new  premises  in  1871-.  The  Nottingham 
Advertiser  was  started  by  Mr.  G.  Batters,  on  the  abolition  of  the 
stamp  duty  in  1854.  2'he  Nottingham  Telegraph  and  The  Notting- 
ham Weeklf/  Times  were  ushered  into  being  shortly  after,  the 
former  by  Mr.  Truman,  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  T.  Stevenson.  The 
Nottingham  Free  Press  was  commenced  in  June,  1859,  by  the 
author  of  The  Bate  Booky  Mr.  J.  F.  Sutton.  None  of  the  four 
last  named  survived  for  any  length  of  time.  The  Nottingham 
Daily  Express^  the  first  of  the  penny  daily  papers,  was  established 
January  4th,  1860.  The  Nottingham  Daily  Guardian  was  first 
issued  July  1st,  1861.  The  Journal  was  commenced  as  a  half- 
penny daily  on  January  4th,  1864,  and  changed  to  one  penny 
June  17th,  1865.  The  Evening  Post,  half-penny  paper,  was 
issued  May  1st,  1878,  by  T.  Forman  and  Sons,  the  proprietors 
of  the  Nottinghamshire  Gttardian  and  The  Nottingham  Daily 
Guardian. 

1758. 

March  29. — Execution  of  Robert  Wilson  on  Gallows-hill.  1758 
This  man  had  been  the  ostler  of  an  inn  at  Newark,  but  being  of 
dishonest  propensities,  was  discharged  from  his  situation,  and  plung- 
ed openly  into  a  career  of  vice.  At  length  he  robbed  a  poor  peddler 
woman,*^med  Sarah  Maud,  on  the  highway,  and  being  convicted 
received  sentence  of  death.  Just  before  being  turned  off,  he 
declared  emphatically  that  the  woman  gave  him  her  bundle  to 
carry  and  then  ran  away  from  him,  and  that  he  had  no  intention 
of  robbing  her. 

May  26. — Robert  Seagrave,  G^nt.,  appointed  Town  Clerk  in 
the"  plaoB  of  William  Seagrave,  Gbnt,  deceased,  appointed  in 
1744. 

September  29. — ^Alderman  Heniy  Butler  entered  upon  the 
office  <^  Mayor. 

Death  of  Francis,  Lord  Middleton,  of  Wollaton  Hall.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Francis,  who  died  suddenly  and  unmar- 
ried, December  16th,  1774,  set  48.  Thomas,  his  brother,  the 
next  lord,  died  also  without  issue,  January  19th,  1781.  The 
honours,  Ac,  of  the  family  descended  consequently  upon  Henry 
WiDoughby,  Esq.,  of  Birdsall,  in  the  county  of  York. 

Acts  of  Parliament  were  passed  to  reform  and  repair  thei 
turnpike  roads  from  Nottingham  to  Derby,  Alfreton,  and 
Qrantliain. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Wylde  appointed  Master  of  the  Free 
Sdiool 

Wrestling  was  at  this  period  a  very  favourite  diversion.     As 

in  tlie  ffune  of  cricket  now,  so  in  wrestling  then,  parish  used  to 

inittdl  its  most  skilful  practitioners  against  parish  and  county 
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1758  against  county.  The  following  contest  may  be  adduced  as  a 
sample: — A  Derbyshire  wrestler,  rejoicing  in  the  unenviable 
cognomen  of  '^  Bullcalf,''  accompanied  by  a  man  named  Askew, 
and  other  champions  of  their  county's  prowess,  met  the  Notting- 
hamshire wrestlers  this  year  at  Blidworth :  on  this  occasion  cdl 
the  Derbyshire  men  were  thrown.  Mr.  John  Trigge,  of  Arnold, 
was  in  his  day  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  wrestling  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  gave  a  prize  of  five  guineas  annually.  He 
died  in  1783.  The  great  patron  of  this  athletic  sporty  Thcmcu 
LuctatoTy  as  he  humourously  styled  himself,  had  been  overthrown 
a  few  years  previously  by  the  grim  antagonist  to  whom  all  must 
succumb.  Sir  Thomas  Parky ns,  Bart,  of  Bunny  Hall,  to  whom 
allusion  is  made,  died  in  March,  1741,  set  78.  In  1712,  Sir 
Thomas  Parkyns  established  an  annual  wrestling  at  Bunny.  The 
prize  was  a  laced  hat,  value  22s.,  and  3s.  for  the  second  best  com- 
petitor ;  and  the  wrestling  was  regulated  by  rules  laid  down  by 
Sir  Thomas.  The  ring  was  permanent  and  posted  round,  and  at 
the  time  of  matches  was  chained.  It  was  formed  in  what  is  now 
the  garden  of  the  Eancliffe  Arms  Inn.  The  park-keeper  used  to 
take  down  the  names  of  the  competitors  on  separate  slips  of  paper, 
and  after  shaking  them  together  in  a  bag,  draw  two  out,  who 
were  immediately  brought  forward,  and  the  unsuccessful  man  had 
his  ticket  torn,  and  the  winner's  ticket  placed  in  another  bag  to 
find  a  sturdier  opponent  in  the  first  winners'  list ;  and  so  on  until 
the  winners  were  reduced  to  one.  Sir  Thomas  and  his  second 
lady  were  always  attendants  upon  the  wrestling.  The  attraction 
it  exerted,  however,  over  the  idle  and  vicious  of  both  sezee  to 
congregate  in  multitudes  in  a  generally  quiet  village,  combined 
with  other  circumstances,  at  length  called  for  its  suppression, 
which  was  effected  by  Lord  Rancliffe  in  1810.  A  man  named 
Butler,  of  Hucknall  Torkard,  was  the  last  winner  of  a  prize.  Sir 
Thomas's  penchcmt  for  wrestling  was  displayed  even  in  his  monu- 
ment, prepared  for  erection  before  his  death.  It  stands  in  the 
chancel  of  Bunny  Church,  and  is  divided  into  two  compartments. 
The  one  on  the  left  contains  the  statue  of  the  worthy  Baronet  in 
a  wrestling  attitude,  and  is  said  to  be  as  strong  a  resemblance  to 
the  original  as  the  sculptor  could  possibly  preserve,  even  to  the 
jacket  and  cap  in  which  he  used  to  practise  his  favourite  diversioiL 
Above  the  he«d  of  the  statue  is  the  motto,  "  Artificis  status  ipse 
fuit"  In  the  lower  part  of  the  second  compartment  the  strong 
man  is  represented  as  being  conquered.  Time  is  introduced  with 
his  scythe,  in  the  attitude  of  a  mower  who  has  just  cut  down  the 
ripened  grain,  and  is  preparing  to  take  another  sweep  with  his 
instrument  of  destruction.  Stretched  at  his  feet  lies  poor  Sir 
Thomas  in  the  same  wrestling  apparel,  and  in  the  pontion  of  a 
man  fairly  thrown  on  his  back  in  a  mortal  straggle  betwisct  l!ile 
and  death:  this  is  in  6im  reli^j  and«  imlortauildtr.  'mW3b 
mutilated.  (Very  good  photograpki  of  the  #1  ■'^ 

flioft  of  Mr.  Jackion,  ChrisiiAa  MemoiMd 
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1759. 

April  4. — ^Samuel  Ward  was  hung  for  breaking  into  t]|0  1709 
house  of  Mr.  Liptrot,  tallow-chandler  and  grocer,  at  the  top  of 
B/ard-lane.  This  young  man's  untimely  end  excited  much  oom^ 
misseration :  his  connections  were  respectable,  and  many  enter- 
tained the  idea  that  he  had  not  a  felonious  design  in  entering  the 
house.  It  was  generally  understood  that  Mrs.  liptrot  died  of  a 
broken  heart  in  consequence. 

AuffuU  8. — ^Trial  of  Eugene  Aram,  at  York,  for  the  murder 
of  Daniel  Clarke,  a  tihoemaker,  of  Knaresborough,  committed 
thirteen  years  previously.  In  the  interval  he  had  studied  history, 
antiquity,  heraldry,  and  botany,  had  written  poetry,  and  become 
proficient  in  the  Arabic,  Chaldee,  Hewbrew,  and  oUier  languages. 
He  made  a  most  skilful,  argumentative,  and  eloquent  defence,  but 
was  found  guilty  and  executed.  An  accomplice  named  Houseman 
was  the  principal  evidence  against  him.  Aram  came  to  Notting- 
ham after  the  murder,  but  was  apprehended  at  Lynn,  where  he  held 
the  situation  of  usher  at  the  free  school  The  peculiar  drcum- 
stances  of  the  case  created  a  most  extraordinary  amount  of 
interest— an  interest,  indeed,  which  in  some  measure  still  con- 
tinues and  is  not  likely  to  subside,  inasmuch  as  the  melancholy 
tale  has  served  as  a  basis  for  the  enchanting  fiction  of  a  novelist 
and  the  exquisite  pathos  of  a  poet. 

September  13. — Defeat  of  the  French  at  Quebec,  and  death  of 
General  Wolfe. 

September — ^The  value  of  land  at  this  date  may  be  estimated 
by  the  following  transfer : — ^At  a  public  auction  properly  adver- 
tilled,  at  the  Blackmoor's  Head  Inn,  Nottingham,  a  copyhold 
estate  at  Bulwell,  consisting  of  thirty-one  acres  of  inclosure  and 
four  acres  of  *'  field-land,"  sold  for  twenty-six  years  purchase  at 
the  rental  of  £15  7&  6d.  per  annum.  The  estate  belonged  to 
Hr.  Grammar. 

September  29. — ^Alderman  Isaac  Wyld  elected  Mayor.  ThQ 
q|Bce  becoming  vacant  shortly  afterwards,  either  by  his  death  or 
TCsignation,  Alderman  Thomas  Langford  succeeded  hiuL 

Nonmber  27. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Recorder  of  Notting- 
ham, presented  an  address  to  the  King,  at  St  James's,  from  the 
Mayor  and  Burgesses  in  *'  Common  Councir'  assembled,  in  which 
tliey  congratulate  His  Majesty  on  '^  the  signal  and  glorious  suo- 
oeioo  which  have  attended  your  Majesty's  arms  both  by  sea  and 
land  in  the  course  of  this  auspicious  year,  particularly  upon  the 
deleat  of  the  French  ^urmy  in  Canada,  and  the  taking  of  the  city  of 
Qnebeo^  an  acquisition  not  less  honourable  to  your  Majesty's  forces 
^|Mi  jesti  uctive  of  the  trade,  commerce,  and  power  of  the  French  in 
Hovth  America."  His  Majesty,  it  is  said,  "  received  the  address 
nqr  mdcNidiy.'' 

•  ■itwwtiii  90- — ^William  Andrew  Home,  Esq.,  executed  for 

ifcilJtftwtffl'  'n^  A©  ^I4«pt  sop  ol  ^  gentlomm  ^J^ 
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1759  possessed  a  considerable  estate  at  Butterley,  in  the  county  of 
Derby.  He  was  bom  on  the  30th  of  November,  1685,  and  was 
instructed  by  his  father,  who  was  probably  the  best  classical 
scholar  in  the  county.     In  learning,  however,  he  made  but  small 

Egress,  owing  to  the  over-indulgence  of  his  parent  who  made 
I  a  £&vourite  and  supplied  him  with  a  horse  and  money  to 
ramble  from  one  place  to  another  in  search  of  diversion.  In  thia 
career  of  dissipation  young  Home  plunged  into  open  licen- 
tiousness. Not  content  with  making  his  mother's  maid-servants 
victims  to  his  criminal  desires  he  acknowledged  in  a  paper,  written 
with  his  own  hand,  to  being  the  occasion  of  the  murder  of  a  young 
woman  who  was  eneeirUe  by  him,  and  to  having  had  illicit  inter- 
course with  his  own  sisters.  He  also  murd^^d  a  man  named 
Amos  Killer,  who  came  to  beg  at  his  door.  By  one  woman  he 
had  two  natural  children,  both  girls-;  one  of  them  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  and  the  other  might  have  been  married  to  a  man  of 
some  property,  who  offered  to  settle  a  jointure  of  £30  a  year  on 
her  if  her  &Lther  would  give  her  the  small  sum  of  £50,  but  this 
the  unfeeling  monster  sternly  refused.  In  the  month  of  February, 
1724,  Home's  sister  was  delivered  of  a  fine  boy.  Three  days 
subsequently  he  accosted  his  brother  Charles,  who  then  lived  with 
him  at  his  fisither's,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  told  him  he  must 
take  a  ride  with  him  that  night.  He  then  fetched  the  child,  and 
they  put  it  into  a  long  linen  bag.  They  took  two  horses  from  the 
stable,  and  rode  direct  to  Annesley  in  this  county,  about  five  miles 
from  Butterley,  carrying  the  child  by  turns.  When  they  arrived 
near  the  village  William  alighted,  and  asked  whether  the  child 
was  alive.  Charles  answering  in  the  affirmative,  he  took  it  and 
went  away  bidding  him  stay  till  he  should  return.  When  Charles 
asked  what  he  had  done  with  it,  he  said  he  had  laid  it  near  a 
haystack  and  covered  it  with  hay.  After  his  condemnation, 
Home  asserted  that  he  had  no  intention  the  child  should  die; 
that,  to  preiEcrve  its  life,  he  put  it  into  a  bag  lined  with  wool,  witk 
a  hole  in  it  to  admit  air ;  that  the  child  was  well  dressed,  and  was 
designed  as  a  present  for  Mr.  Chaworth,  intending  to  lay  it  at  his 
door ;  but  on  taking  it  from  his  brother  and  aporoaching  the  hall 
the  dogs  made  such  a  constant  barking  tl  at  he  dare  not  go  to  the 
door  for  fear  of  discovery,  there  being  a  1  ttle  ligh*;  in  one  of  the 
windows ;  that,  upon  this  disappointment  he  went  back  some  dis- 
tance, and  at  last  determined  to  lay  it  urder  a  warm  haystack, 
hoping  it  might  'he  discovered  early  the  rext  morning  by  those 
who  came  to  fodder  the  cattle.  The  c)  ild  w  s  indeed  found  the 
next  morning  by  the  farmer'b  man,  but  not  vill  some  time  after 
life  had  become  totally  extinct  Charles,  soon  after,  upon  some 
difference  with  his  brother,  disclosed  the  affair  to  his  father,  who 
insisted  however  that  he  should  never  again  Bpeak  of  it.  It  was 
accordingly  kept  a  secret  till  the  old  gentleman*! .  daatfi  whkli 
took  place  about  1747,  in  the  103iidvijai> 
dssire  to  faring  to  light  tho  datd^ 


the  death  of  his  father,  and  soon  afcer,  at  an  interview  with  a  1759 
Derby  attorney  named  Cooke  on  parish  business,  he  revealed  the 
matter.  The  attorney  advised  him  to  go  to  a  magistrate  and  make 
a  full  disclosure.  He  accordingly  went  to  a  neighbouring  justice, 
but  was  told  he  had  better  be  quiet  as  it  was  an  affair  of  long 
standing,  or  he  might  hang  half  the  family.  Still  uneasy,  Charles 
mentioned  it  to  some  other  persons,  but  without  any  judicial  step 
being  taken.  One  of  these  was  Mr.  John  White,  of  Ripley,  whom 
he  sent  for  when  very  ill  of  a  flux.  He  told  him  that  **  he  was  a 
dying  man,  and  could  not  go  out  of  the  world  without  disclosing 
his  mind  to  him  ;'*  at  the  same  time  telling  him  of  the  incest  and 
murder.  Mr.  White  said  the  affair  was  so  delicate  he  did  not 
know  what  to  advise.  A  few  days  after,  Mr.  White  finding  him 
surprisingly  recovered,  asked  him  to  what  it  was  owing.  He  said 
to  lus  disclosing  his  mind  to  hun.  Some  time  previously  William 
Andrew  Home  had  threatened  a  Mr.  Hoe  for  killing  game,  and 
happening  to  meet  at  a  publio-house,  a  dispute  arose  about  his 
right  to  do  so,  which  got  to  such  a  pitch  that  Roe  called  Home 
''an  incestuous  old  dog."  For  uttering  these  words  Roe  was 
prosecuted  in  the  ecclesiastical  court  at  Lichfield,  and  being  unable 
to  substantiate  them,  was  obliged  to  submit  and  pay  all  expenses. 
Roe  being  afterwards  informed  that  Charles  Home  hal  mentioned 
to  some  persons  that  his  brother  William  had  starved  his  natural 
child  to  death,  went  to  them  and  found  it  was  true.  Upon  this, 
he  applied,  about  Christmas,  1758,  to  a  magistrate  residing  at 
Alfretcn,  for  a  warrant  for  Home's  apprehension,  that  the  truth 
might  come  out.  The  warrant  was  granted,  but  as  the  justices 
did  public  business  on  Mondays  only,  the  constable  took  Home's 
word  for  his  appearance.  Meanwhile,  being  inforaied  of  the 
proceeding  against  him,  Home  sent  for  his  brother  Charles,  and 
bid  him  forswear  himself  and  he  would  befriend  him.  Charles 
refused  to  do  this,  but  said,  *^  Considering  your  behaviour  to  me  I 
have  no  reason  to  expect  any  favour  from  you ;  but  as  you  are 
my  brother,  if  you  will  give  me  Ave  pounds  to  caiTy  me  to  Liver- 
pool, I  will  immediately  embark  for  another  land."  This  very 
moderate  request  met  with  a  decided  refusal  *'  I'll  chance  it," 
was  Home's  reply.  The  Derbyshire  magistrate  evincing  some 
reluctance  to  examine  fully  into  the  charge,  application  was  made^ 
about  ihe  middle  of  March,  to  a  Nottinghamshire  magistrate,  who  at 
ODoe  granted  a  warrant  for  Home's  appi-ehension.  The  instm- 
ment  was  then  endorsed  by  Sir  John  Every,  a  Derbyshire 
jfutioei  and  at  about  eight  o'clock  at  night  the  constable  of 
Anneslej  went  to  Home's  house  at  Butterley  and  knocked  at  the 
dpor,  bat  was  refused  admittance.  He  then  left  Mr.  Roe  (who 
M'jbo  iave  hunted  the  man  down  with  relentless  animosity) 
-twOf  others  to  guard  the  house,  and  came  again  the  next 
■hot  was  then  told  by  the  man-servant  that  Mr.  Home 
K()h)Opi  home.  They  insisted  he  was  in  the  house  and 
IJlJ^nak  open  the  door,  upon  which  they  w^^liA  iot 


1756  They  iiearched  all  over  the  house,  but  oonld  not  find  him.  Roe 
prened  them  to  make  a  second  search,  and  in  one  of  the  rooms 
they  observed  a  large  old  chest  Mrs.  Home^  the  wife,  said  there 
was  nothing  in  it  but  table-linen  and  sheets.  Hoe  insisted  on 
looking  mto  it,  and  was  proceeding  to  break  the  lid  when  Mrs. 
Home  opened  it,  and  her  husband  started  up  in  a  fright  bare- 
headed, saying,  '<  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  hang  me,  for  my  brother 
Charles  is  as  bad  as  myself,  and  he  can't  hang  me  without  hanging 
himself."  He  was  carried  before  two  magistrates  of  Nottingham- 
shire, and  after  a  long  examination,  in  the  course  of  which  he  had 
little  to  offer  in  defence,  he  was  committed  to  the  gaol  at  Notting- 
ham for  trial  at  the  assizes.  Soon  after  his  commitment  H6me 
made  an  application  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  to  be  removed 
by  writ  of  habeas  earpuSy  in  order  to  be  bailed ;  for  which  purpose 
he  was  taken  to  London  in  custody  of  the  gaoler.  The  Court, 
however,  refused  his  request,  and  Home  became  again  an  inmate 
of  the  County  GaoL  On  the  10th  of  August,  1759,  the  wretched 
man  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  for  trial  before  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Parker.  After  nine  hours  investigation  the  jury  withdrew  for 
half-an-hour,  and  then  returned  wit£  the  verdict  guilty  of  wilful 
murder.  The  very  persons  who  found  the  child  had  appeared  to 
oorroborate  the  brother's  evidence.  He  was  immediately  sentenced 
to  be  executed  on  the  Monday  following ;  but  in  the  evening,  at 
the  intercession  of  some  gentlemen,  the  judge  was  pleased  to  give 
him  a  month's  respite.  At  the  expiration  ol  this  time  he  obtained 
another  respite,  postponing  his  execution  to  an  indefinite  period. 
The  long  interval  allowed  him  between  sentence  and  execution 
was  spent  chiefly  in  fruitless  applications  to  influential  parties, 
soliciting  their  interest  with  Government  in  his  favour.  He 
evinced  veiy  little  penitence  for  lus  many  crimes,  and  said  re- 
peatedly that  he  felt  it  doubly  hard  to  suffer  on  the  evidence  of  a 
brother  for  an  offence  committed  so  many  years  before.  A  day  or 
two  before  his  death,  he  solemnly  denied  the  committal  of  many 
atrocious  deeds  which  common  report  laid  upon  him.  To  one 
person  he  said,  ''My  friend,  my  brother  Charles  was  tried  at 
Derby  about  twenty  years  ago  and  acquitted,  my  dear  sister 
Nanny  forswearing  herself  at  that  time  to  save  his  lifa     His  life, 

you  see,  warf  preserved  to  hang  me,  but  youll  see  him " 

He  said  to  the  clerg3rman  who  attended  him,  **  I  forgive  all  my 
enemies,  even  my  brother  Charles ;  but  if,  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
Ood  Almighty  should  ask  me  how  my  brother  Charles  behaved, 
I  would  not  give  him  a  good  character."  Home  was  hung  on  his 
birth-day,  being  exactly  74  years  of  age.  This  he  alluded  to 
several  times  after  the  final  order  for  his  execution  had  arrived ; 
and  said,  ''  he  was  always  accustomed  to  have  a  plum-puMing  0b. 
his  birth-day,  and  would  again  could  he  obtain  MOtime  ntplbei 
He  was  driven  to  the  Oallows-hill  by  his  oiwii 
l^oomj  procession  ascended  the  MBodMiJ^ 
of  tlie  hoaxy  sumeir  strsamed  iimofliM 


ht6ibg  tmooTered  and  the  Tehide  open,  and  the  day  very  tempee-  1759 
tcioiUL  He  met  his  doom  with  a  considerable  degree  of  fortitude 
in  the  presence  of  an  immense  crowd  of  spectators,  including 
hundreds  of  his  Derbyshire  neighbours  and  tenantry.  The  corpse 
was  taken  to  the  County  Hall  for  dissection;  and  tiudition  asserts, 
though  there  is  no  documentary  evidence  to  attest  it,  that  the  body 
was  afterwards  exposed  to  public  gaze  in  a  garden  at  the  back  of 
the  ancient  house  (part  of  which  still  remains)  focing  the  accent  of 
Hollow-stone.  This  building  has  long  borne  the  name  of  ''  Old 
Home's  Hall,"  and,  till  altered  a  few  years  back,  access  was 
obtained  to  the  upper  and  back  parts  of  the  premises  through  a 
wide  stone  staircase  opening  on  the  street. 

The  Rev.  J.  T.  Alliston  appointed  minister  at  the  Independent 
Meeting-house,  Castle-gate.  The  first  Independent  Church  in 
Kottingfaam  was  formed  in  the  year  1 655.  Its  members,  however, 
were  soon  after  scattered  by  the  operation  of  the  Conventicle  Act^ 
which  provided  that  every  person  above  sixteen  years  of  age  who 
should  be  found  at  a  re^gious  meeting,  the  principles  of  whieh 
diould  be  adjudged  to  be  contrary  to  the  established  religion, 
where  more  than  five  persons  were  present  besides  the  household, 
should  pay  £5,  or  be  imprisoned  three  months  for  the  first  offence, 
double  for  the  second,  and  for  the  third  to  be  banished  seven 
years,  or  pay  £100 ;  and  in  case  of  return  or  escape,  to  suffer 
death  witJiout  benefit  of  clergy.  This  and  other  acts  compelled 
the  members  to  disperse :  part  of  them  remained  in  the  town, 
and  held  secret  assemblies  in  cellars  and  other  secluded  places  with 
a  trusty  sentinel  guarding  the  approaches,  and  another  portion 
tetUed  for  a  time  at  Sutton-in-Ashfield.  In  1686,  when  the  heat 
ti  the  persecution  had  subsided,  the  survivors  reassembled,  and 
appointed  Mr.  John  Ryther  as  their  pastor.  The  successive  pastors 
linoe  Mr.  Byther's  decease  in  1 704,  have  been  as  follows : — the  Rev. 
Bichaid  Bateson,  1704  to  1739;  the  Rev.  James  Sloss,  M.A., 
1733  to  1772  ;  the  Rev.  John  T.  Alliston,  1759  to  1771 ;  the  Rev. 
Richard  Plumbe,  1772  to  1791 ;  the  Rev.  Richard  Alliott,  1794 
to  1840;  the  Rev.  Richard  Alliott,  LL.D.,  1828  to  1843 ;  the 
Rev.  Samuel  McAll,  1843  to  1860;  the  Rev.  C.  aemance,  B.A., 
1860  to  1875 ;  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Bartlett. 
The  old  Meeting-house  in  Castle-gate  was  erected  in  1689,  but  in 
186S  it  was  taken  down  and  the  present  chapel  erected  on  the 
tame  site. 

Establishment  of  the  banking  firm,  Messrs.  John  and  lehabod 
Wr%^  and  Company,  Carlton-street. 

Tlie  bank  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Co.,  South-parade,  is  the 
Mm  bk  the  town.  It  is  believed  to  have  originated  in  the  year 
If  W,  UMMig^  the  precise  date  cannot  be  ascertained.  For  many 
its  establishment,  owing  to  the  absence  of  banking 
in  the  north-midland  district,  its  operations  eib- 
^*yriMj.  The  &ct  is  well  authenticated,  that  manu- 
^  1M  ionie  of  the  remote  parts  of  Yorkshire  and 
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1769  Lancashire,  were  compelled  to  conduct  all  their  banking  trana- 
actions  at  Nottingham,  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  miles  distant 
from  their  dwellings,  there  being  no  bank  at  Leeds  or  Sheffield, 
or  any  of  the  intermediate  towns.  These  transactions  were  per- 
formed in  the  most  cumbrous  and  expensive  manner.  When  a 
Leeds  merchant  received  a  remittance  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
his  habit  was  to  mount  his  horse,  carry  them  to  Nottingham  to 
be  discounted,  and  take  home  the  solid  metal  in  his  saddle-bags. 

Messrs.  Moore  and  Robinson's  Banking  Company  was  estab- 
lished in  1802,  \mder  the  style  or  firm  of  Messrs.  Moore,  Maltby, 
Evans,  and  Middlemore.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1815, 
in  consequence  of  the  death  of  three  of  the  partners.  The  bank 
then  became  known  as  that  of  Messra  Moore,  Maltby,  and 
Eobinson,  (Mr.  Moore  being  the  son  of  the  former  banker ]l  In 
1836,  the  firm  disposed  of  a  certain  portion  of  their  interest  in 
the  business,  and  the  bank  became  the  joint  concern  of  a  numerous 
and  highly  respectable  proprietary,  under  the  style  of  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Robinson's  Banking  Company. 

The  Bank  of  Messrs.  Fellows,  Mellor,  and  Hart  was  established 
January  1,  1808,  at  the  premises  in  Bridlesmith-gate.  The  style 
of  the  firm  is  now  Messrs.  Hart,  Fellows,  and  Company. 

Mes8r&  Rawson,  Likersole,  Rawson,  and  Co.  instituted  a 
bank  in  the  same  year  (1808),  on  the  10th  of  November,  at 
premises  in  the  Poultry.  This  bank  closed  its  operations  in 
1817. 

The  Northern  and  Central  Bank  of  England,  Manchester, 
opened  a  branch  in  Carlton-street,  in  1834.  The  directors,  having 
had  to  encounter  severe  losses,  wound  the  concern  up  ifi.  1837-8. 

The  Nottingham  and  Nottinghamshire  Banking  Company 
commenced  business  in  Pelham-street,  in^pril,  1834. 

The  Nottingham  Joint  Stock  Bank  commenced  in  1865,  at 
the  comer  of  Bridlesmith-gate  and  Low-pavement,  and  removed 
to  their  new  premises  in  Victoria-street,  1874. 

1760. 

1760  April  16. — Trial  of  Laurence,  fourth  Earl  of  Ferrers,  for 

murdering  Mr.  Johnson,  his  steward,  at  Stanton,  in  the  county  of 
Leicester.  It  was  proved  that  his  lordship  shot  him  with  a  pistol 
most  deliberately.  The  investigation  did  not  conclude  till  the 
18th,  when  the  House  of  Peers,  before  whom  it  took  place, 
ac^udged  him  worthy  of  death.  Ther  Right  Hon.  Lord  Henley 
(Earl  of  Nottingham),  who  acted  as  High  Steward,  with  consent 
of  the  Peers,  respited  his  lordship's  execution  till  Monday,  May 
6tL  The  very  hardened  conduct  of  Lord  Ferren,  thitNii^  emy 
intricacy  of  this  horrid  affisdr,  was  conspicuous  evm  to.  tliiiLli# 
moment  of  his  departure  from  life.  The  ni^'  In 
tion  he  made  one  of  his  keepers  read  Plhakjippi 
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after  he  was  in  bed ;  he  paid  all  his  bills  in  the  morning  as  coolly   1760 
as  if  leaving  an  inn ;  and,  half-an-hour  before  the  arrival  of  the 
sheriff  to  convey  him  to  the  fatal  tree,  corrected  some  verses  he 
had  written  in  the  Tower,  in  imitation  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham's epitaph:  — 

Dabius  sed  non  improbus  Tizi. 

In  doubt  I  lived — in  doubt  I  die — 

Tet  stand  prepftred  the  vast  abyss  to  try, 

And  undismayed,  expect  eternity. 

His  lordship  was  dressed  in  his  wedding  clothes,  which  were  of 
light  colour  and  embroidered  in  silver.  He  set  out  from  the  Tower 
at  nine  o'clock,  amidst  ci*owds  of  spectators.  First  went  a  large 
body  of  constables,  preceded  by  one  of  the  high  constables ;  next 
came  a  party  of  grenadiers  and  a  party  of  foot ;  then  the  sheriff 
in  a  chariot  and  six,  the  horses  dressed  with  ribbons ;  and  next. 
Lord  Ferrers,  in  a  landau  and  six  escorted  by  parties  of  horse 
and  foot  The  other  sheriff's  carriage  followed,  succeeded  by  a 
monming  coach  and  six,  conveying  some  of  the  male&ctor's 
iriendsy  and  lastly,  a  hearse  and  six  provided  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  corpse  from  the  place  of  execution  to  Surgeons'  HalL 
The  scaffold  was  hung  with  black  by  the  undertaker  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Lord  Ferrers'  family.  His  lordship  was  pinioned  with  a 
black  sash,  and  was  unwilling  to  have  his  hands  tied  or  face 
covered,  but  was  persuaded  to  botL  On  the  silken  rope  being  put 
round  his  neck  he  turned  pale,  but  recovered  instantly.  About 
seven  minutes  after  leaving  the  landau,  the  signal  was  given  for 
striking  the  stage,  and  in  four  ^^nutes  he  was  dead.  The  corpse 
was  subject  to  dissection. 

Septentber  29. — Alderman  Robert  Huish  elected  Mayor. 

October  25. — Death  of  George  IL  This  monarch  died  at 
Kensington,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  34th  of  his 
reign.     He  was  succeeded  by  his  son. 

The  Theatre  in  St  Mary's-gate  was  built  about  this  period  by 
Mr.  Whiteley,  a  wealthy  manager  of  an  itinerant  company  of 
oomediana  It  stands  on  land  partly  the  site  of  a  former  theatre^ 
and  partly  a  purchase  from  Alderman  Fellows. 

Ayscougks  Nottingham  Courant  of  this  date  contained  the 
following  advertisement : — 

THE  Flying  Machines  on  Steel  Springs  set  off  from  the  Swann  with  Two 
Neckii  Inn,  Lad  Lane,  London,  and  fiom  the  Aufrell  Inn,  in  Sheffield,  every 
Ifboday  end  Thursday  momins^  at  five  o'clock,  and  lies  the  first  night  from 
London  at  .the  Angell  Inn,  in  Northampton,  the  second  at  the  Blackmoor's  Head 
Ian,  N  >ttiQTh%nci,  and  the  third  at  Sheffiuld. 

Each  Fte^enger  to  jmy  £1  17s.,  and  to  be  allowed  Hlhs.  of  Luggage. 
BRfonned  (if  Qod  penmt)  oy  John  Hanforth  and  Samuel  Glanville. 

This  pnhlic  notice  was  applicable  to  the  summer  months  only: 
in  ihe  winter,  the  journey  occupied  an  additional  day ;  and  it  was 
a  performance  sufficiently  wonderful  to  justify  the  use  of 
•^flying  machine"  for  the  ponderous  vehicle  in  which  it 
^ii^ikeQ.     Facetious  as  it  may  seem  to  us,  it  was  then 
ifrajpriate  dangnation. 


n  Tn  vemxaHAic  dati-boox, 

1760  The  aame  journal  exhibited  the  [M^tentioxis  of  what  w»9 

eyidently  a  principal  boarding-school  in  this  neighbourhood.  Thej 
were  thus  temptingly  displayed : — 


mffTM  ii  to  aoqoaint  the  Pabliok,  that  th«  Boarding  Sohool  at  Anu>ld  m 
1  Nottingham,  will  be  continued  as  usoal,  by  Martha  Syston,  Daoffhter,  and 
proper  Aasittants,  (the  House  it  adjacent  to  the  Church,  healthy  ana  ^^eawuit 
litnated)  where  Toung  Ladies  are  carefully  educated  and  instructed  in  Bngliah, 
and  all  sorU  of  Xeedlework,  upon  easy  Terms.  The  greatest  Care  will  be  taken 
of  them  in  all  Bdspects,  and  nothing  omitted  that  can  be  oondudTe  to  their 
Health,  or  improring  to  their  Morals  and  genteel  Education. 

Dancing,  Writing,  and  Aiocompts,  if  required. 
N.B.— At  the  same  Place  may  be  had  all  sorts  of  Millinery  Goods,  witb  Teas, 
Coffee,  and  Chocolate. 

Alas!  for  '' Martha  Syston's"  ability  "to  instruct  in  Eng- 
lish," her  advertisement  belies  her  profession.  It  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  her  to  have  been  better  qualified  to  instruct  in  j^cj 
needlework  than  to  construct  a  sentence ;  and  the  seminary  might 
probably  have  been  more  properly  designated  a  genteel  millinery 
establishment.  Mrs.  Syston  may  be  regarded  as  a  specimen  of  a 
once  common,  but  now  obsolete  class.  The  dame,  with  all  her 
literary  deficiencies,  and  these  were  doubtless  many,  would  be 
fully  capable  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  her  pupils.  Female 
education,  in  the  modem  acceptation  of  the  term,  was  rarely  even 
attempted.  To  understand  ornamental  sewing,  and  to  read  and 
converse  with  a  degree  of  correctness,  were  the  chief  things  aimed 
at :  the  art  of  writing  was  not  deemed  an  essential.  Mrs.  Syston 
intimates  that  writing  was  taught  only  "  if  required."  This  was 
general  almost  throughout  the  country.  The  poet  Southey  states 
that,  eighty  years  ago,  the  mistress  of  the  head  school  near  Bristol 
was  grossly  illiterate,  though  clever  with  her  needla  She  was  a 
handsome  woman,  and  her  children  were,  like  the  BarUian  Mi^ 
edUmyy  by  different  authors.  This  was  notorious ;  yet  her  school, 
he  adds,  flourished  notwithstanding,  and  she  retired  from  it  at 
last  with  a  competent  fortune,  and  was  visited  as  long  as  she  lived 
by  her  former  pupils.  Truly,  since  then,  the  march  of  intelligence 
and  of  respect  for  morality  has  made  rapid  strides. 

1761. 

1761  March  11. — Re-election  of  Lord  Robert  Sutton  and  John 

Thomhaugh    Hewitt,   Esq.,  as  -the    county    representatives    in 
Parliament 

March  26. — The  town  ejection.  Return  of  the  Hon.  Ck>lonel 
William  Howe  and  John  Plumptre,  Esq. 

JWy. — ^A  race  was  run  on  the  Nottingham  course  which 
excited  immense  interest,  a  greater  amount  of  money  depending 
upon  its  issue  than  upon  any  race  ever  run  in  the  Midland 
counties.  The  horses  were,  John  Borlace  Warren,  Esq's.,  Careless, 
and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  famous  horse  Atlas :  they  were  the 
be^  horses  of  the  day,  and  had  beaten  all  they  had  contended  witk.^ 
OsJ^less  was  the  Nottingham  lavouciH  a^d  ^  hm  H^  )Mi 


c 

THE   KOTTIVGHAM   DATE>BOOR.  53 

sportsmen  risked  every  shilling  they  could  raise.  The  animals  1761 
hkd  once  before  met  at  York,  on  the  30th  of  August,  1760,  when 
Atlas  was  beaten.  It  was  then  determined  by  the  owners  to  try 
at  Nottingham  which  of  the  two  was  really  the  best  horse  in 
England.  Alas !  for  the  '*  knowing  ones"  of  Nottingham,  Careless 
was  second  in  the  contest,  the  superior  skill  of  his  opponent's 
jockey  having  ensured  the  laurels  for  what  was  probably  the 
worst  horse.  Careless  was  a  chestnut  horse  of  wonderful  power 
and  size,  and  was  bred  Mr.  Warren,  at  Stapleford. 

Augusi  18. — Death  of  John  Deane,  Esq.,  at  his  residence  at 
Wilford,  in  the  82nd  year  of  his  age.  Captain  Deane  was  bom 
in  the  reign  of  Charies  IL,  in  the  year  1679,  and  was  the  youngest 
son  of  a  gentleman  of  moderate  fortune  living  in  Nottingham. 
When  he  attained  a  proper  age  for  business  he  took  the  strange 
haicj  of  being  apprenticed  to  a  butcher,  and  was  gratified  in  this 
wish ;  but  bcong  bold  and  spirited,  he  became  associated  with  a 
gang  of  deer  stealers,  and  at  length,  dreading  detection,  thought  it 
jn-udent  to  go  to  sea.  In  this  new  occupation  Deane's  natural 
bias  found  congenial  employment,  and  there  is  strong  reason  for 
believing  that  he  was  with  Sir  C^rge  Rooke  at  the  capture  of 
Gibraltar,  where  he  was  raised  for  his  bravery  to  the  mnk  of  a 
maval  captain.  In  1710,  when  laid  up  and  destitute  of  employ- 
ment, his  Either,  brother,  and  himself,  purchased  a  vessel,  which 
th^  named, 7'A«  Nottingham  galley,  and  after  freighting  her  with 
merchandise,  Captain  Deane  took  the  command  and  sailed  for 
North  America.  The  ship  was  unfortunately  wrecked  on  the  New 
England  coast,  and  the  crew  landed  with  great  difQculty  on  a 
barren  island,  destitute  of  both  clothes  and  provisions,  the  sea 
having  swallowed  up  everything.  Here  they  remained  twenty-six 
days  eiqK>8ed  to  severe  hunger  and  cold,  of  which  three  of  the 
seamen  perished,  and  the  survivors  were  driven  to  the  horrid 
and  revolting  necessity  of  feeding  upon  one  of  the  dead  bodies. 
On  the  5th  of  January,  1711,  a  vessel  came  near  enough  to  per- 
ceive their  signals,  and  when  despair  had  almost  driven  them  mad, 
they  were  providentially  rescued.  Capt  Deane  returned  to  Not- 
tingham,  and  a  very  sad  and  fatal  afiair  arose.  Dr.  Jasper 
Deane,  who  resided  in  Fletcher-gate,  had  embarked  considerable 
property  in  the  galley,  and  whenever  he  met  his  brother,  the 
Captain,  he  upbraided  him  in  unmeasured  terms  as  the  cause  of 
his  serious  loss,  so  that  at  last  they  avoided  each  other's  company. 
At  length  animosity  appeared  to  subside,  and  under  the  condition 
that  the  subject  should  not  be  introduced,  the  Captain  met  the 
Doctor  at  a  party,  and  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  restoration 
of  fnendahip  on  both  sides ;  no  allusion  was  made  to  the  galley, 
tad  instead  of  separating  the  Captain  agreed  to  accompany  lus 
brother  to  his  residence.  Unhappily,  the  Doctor's  stifled  feeling 
bn^e  loose,  and  in  Fletcher-gate  he  again  used  some  bitter  invec- 
liiFis;  they  had  nearly  reached  his  door  when  the  Doctor  assuming 

attitude,  the  Captain  pushed  him  away  with  his 

11 
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1761  Open  hand,  and  the  former  fell,  ruptured  a  blood  veosel,  and  died 
immediately ;  but  whether  the  rupture  was  caused  by  excitement 
or  the  fall  could  not  be  ascertained.  In  1714,  Captain  Deane 
commanded  a  ship  of  war  in  the  service  of  the  Czar  of  Muscovy, 
which  he  retained  till  1720.  He  was  subsequently,  (till  1738, 
when  he  retired  to  Wilford  with  a  handsome  competency,) 
British  Consul  at  the  ports  of  Flanders  and  Ostend.  The  retired 
Captain  built  the  two  neat  dwellings  near  the  entrance  of  the 
village  from  the  ferry.  That  nearest  the  river  was  the  one  he 
occupied  first ;  the  other,  very  similar  in  appearance,  was  erected 
afterwards.  In  1748,  whilst  walking  in  his  own  grounds  in  broad 
daylight,  the  Captain  was  attacked  by  a  robber,  who  plundered 
him  of  everything  valuable  he  had  about  him,  even  to  the  sleeve 
buttons  from  his  wrists.  The  despoiler,  whose  name  was  Miller, 
was  apprehended,  and  a  few  months  afterwards  was  executed. 
Captain  Deane  lived  in  seven  reigns,  viz. :  Charles  II.,  James  IL, 
William  and  Mary,  Anne,  George  I.,  George  II.,  and  George  IIL 
A  tombstone  in  Wilford  church-yard,  surrounded  by  iron  railing, 
denotes  the  place  of  his  interment. 

September  22. — The  Coronation  Day  of  George  the  Third,  and 
Charlotte,  his  Royal  Consort     The  people  of  Nottingham  joined 
heartily  in  the  national  festivity.     The  morning  was  ushered  in 
by  the  ringing  of  bells.     At  ten  o'clock  a  crowded  congregation 
attended  St.  Mary's  Church,  where  a  coronation  anthem,  composed 
by  Mr.  Wise,  the  organist,  was  performed  by  a  large  choir.     At 
noon  a  great  number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  met  at  the 
Exchange,  and  proceeding  thence  paraded  the  principal  streets  with 
music  and  streamers,  preceded  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  in 
their   scarlet  robes,   the    Sheriffs,    Chamberlains,   and   Common 
Council  in  their  corporate  habiliments,  and  also  by  the  clergy  in 
their  canonicals,  and  numerous  gentlemen  on  horseback.     One  of 
the  most  conspicuous  features  in  the  procession  was  the  company 
of  woolcombers,  then  a  numerous  body,  who  had  streamers  and  a 
band  of  music  of  their  own.     They  were  dressed  in  Holland 
shirts,  black  breeches,  white  stockings,  and  woollen  wigs,  with 
sashes  and  cockades  of  the  same  sheepish  material :  one  of  them 
on   horseback   represented  the  renowned   Bishop  Blaize  in  his 
episcopal  robes,  the  "right  reverend"  mimic  making  occasional 
halts  to  display  his  oratorical  powers.     About  two  o'clock  the 
procession  divided  into  sections.     Some  repaired  to  inns  where 
banquets  had  been  provided ;  and  others  retired  to  arbours  which 
had  been  erected  in  the  streets  for  the  purpose  of  convivial  enjoy- 
ment, collections  having  been  made  among  the  wealthy  with  which 
to  regale  the  needy.     Several  sheep  were  roasted  whole  in  the 
Market-place,  and  a  splendid  and  universal  illumination  of  the 
town  at  night,  and  a  brilliant  display   of  fireworks,  closed  the 
festivity. 

September  29. — Alderman  James  Hombuckle  elected  Mayor. 
October  20. — Tlie  ancient  and  magnificent  Manor  House  at 
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Worksop,  the  Heat  of  Edward,  the  ninth  Duke  of  Noi-folk,  totally  1761 
destroyed  by  fire,  with  the  exception  of  the  chapel  and  a  part  of 
the  east  wing.  This  stately  budding  contained  about  500  rooms, 
and  a  truly  valuable  gallery  of  paintings.  The  library,  pictures, 
many  of  the  old  Arundelian  marbles,  and  numerous  precious 
articles  of  vertu,  were  destroyed,  and  the  total  damage  was  com- 
puted at  XI 00, 000.  The  foundation  ston^  of  the  second  Manor 
House  was  laid  on  the  25th  of  March,  1763.  This  edifice, 
splendid  as  it  was  even  in  its  imperfection,  was  never  completed, 
one  side  only  of  the  original  desigii  having  been  built.  The  house 
and  estate  were  sold  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  1838,  for  the 
sum  of  X375,000,  exclusive  of  the  furniture,  which  was  taken  at 
a  valuation.  The  Manor  House  was  domolished  by  order  of  the 
Duke. 

Erection  of  the  building  in  Halifax-place,  30  feet  by  57, 
many  years  known  as  Zion  chapel.  This  structure  was  raised  by 
a  number  of  seceders  from  the  Presbyterian  congregation  on  the 
High-pavement.  Through  the  solicitation  of  the  Rev.  George 
Walker,  the  seoeders  returned,  and  till  the  year  1800  the  chapel 
was  occupied  by  a  party  of  Independents.  It  then  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  Calvinistic  Methodists,  followers  of  the  Rev. 
George  Whitefield,  or,  as  they  were  termed,  "  Lady  Huntingdon's 
party."  Mr.  Crockford,  and  afterwards  Mr.  J.  Byran,  sustained 
ihe  office  of  pastor  many  years. 

The  authorities  at  the  Mint  issue<l  an  immense  quantity  of 
quarter-guinea  pieces  in  gold  about  this  period. 

The  Judges  of  His  Majesty's  courts  at  law  began  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  life,  instead  of  "  during  pleasure,"  as  heretofore. 

1762. 

Januari/  4. — Declaration  of  war  against  Spain.  1<  62 

Januari/  27. — Institution  of  the  Nottingham  Wednesday 
meat  market,  previously  unknown. 

April  3. — A  number  of  workmen  engaged  in  pulling  down 
an  old  building  on  Beastmarket-hill,  when  digging  up  a 
foundation  discovered  a  great  quantity  of  human  bones,  the 
deposits  of  a  former  age.  In  a  decayed  coffin  were  foimd  the 
remains  of  a  man,  supposed  to  have  been  more  than  six  feet  in 
stature ;  the  lower  jaw  was  quiet  perfect,  and  the  teeth  sound  and 
complete.  A  monastery  of  White  Friars  or  Carmelites  fonnerly 
stood  in  that  part  of  the  town,  and  the  exterior  wall  inclosing 
the  groimd  extended  from  Friar-lane  to  St.  James's-street,  and 
was  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Market-place.  In  the  above 
mentioned  excavations  the  labourers  found,  from  the  remains  of 
the  ancient  chapel  which  they  met  Nvith,  that  part  of  the  building 
must  have  stood  considerably  lower  than  the  present  surface : 
ornamental  parts  of  doors  and  windows  in  a  good  state  of 
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1762  preservation,  and  many  curious  remains  excited  public  attention. 
Several  disentombments  of  bones  and  relics  of  the  Carmelites 
have  since  taken  place ;  and  some  of  the  houses  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood stand  upon  the  foundations  of  the  old  monasdo 
structures. 

May, — ^A  framework-knitter  of  the  neighbourhood  bought  a 
piece  of  veal  in  the  Sh^pibles,  took  it  home,  and  ordered  his  wife 
to  roast  it  for  dinner  by  twelve  o^clock,  which  she  did  as  directed; 
but  he  not  coming  home  at  the  time  she  put  it  by  untouched.  At 
four  o'clock  the  husband  came  home  and  brought  a  beefeteak, 
which  he  desired  to  be  cooked  for  his  dinner,  saying  at  that  time 
he  should  prefer  it  to  the  veaL  This  order  the  wife  also  obeyed  t 
but  when  he  had  eaten  part  of  the  steak,  feeling  himself  unwell, 
he  inquired  what  she  had  fried  it  in,  to  which  she  answered,  '^  the 
veal  chipping."  *^  Then,''  said  he,  '*  I  am  a  dead  man ;  for,  having 
a  mind  to  poison  you,  I  rubbed  the  veal  over  with  arsenic  1"  The 
man  died  diortly  afterwards  in  great  agony. 

May  26. — Lord  Bute  placed  at  head  of  the  ministry. 

Augvst  9. — Elizabetii  Morton,  a  girl  only  15  years  of  age, 
who  had  lived  in  the  service  of  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  a  farmer  of  Walker- 
ingham,  in  the  north  of  the  county,  was  committed  to  the  County 
Gaol,  on  the  charge  of  strangling  the  infant  child  of  her  master, 
aged  two  years,  as  it  lay  in  its  cradle.  This  victim  of  ignorance, 
for  it  appears  she  could  neither  read  nor  write,  was  immured  in 
gaol  till  the  13th  of  the  following  March,  and  being  then  adjudged 
guilty,  received  sentence  of  death.  The  Judge,  in  a  very  pathetic 
speech,  which  (states  the  record)  drew  tears  from  several  of  the 
audience,  ordered  the  unhappy  girl  to  be  hung  the  following 
Monday  ;  but  in  Compassion  to  her  youth,  he  was  pleased  to  grant 
a  respite  till  the  Wednesday  in  Easter  week.  In  her  con- 
fession the  girl  said  that  she  was  incited  to  the  commission  of  the 
crime  by  a  gentleman  in  black,  who  came  to  bed  to  her  and  told 
her  she  must  murder  two  of  her  master's  children.  She  could 
not  feel  easy,  she  said,  till  she  had  done  as  directed.  She  accord- 
ingly did  murder  one  and  attempted  the  life  of  the  other,  which 
when  found  wus  so  nearly  dead  as  to  make  its  recovery  at  first 
very  doubtful  On  her  passage  to  the  Gallows-hill,  April  6th, 
1763,  she  betrayed  but  little  emotion;  and  even  when  standing 
on  the  plank  laid  across  the  cart  at  the  fatal  spot  itself,  with  the 
halter  around  her  neck  and  the  vehicle  about  to  move  away  and 
leave  her  struggling  with  death,  of  all  the  thousands  congregated  at 
this  "  famous  !l^ster  spectacle"  the  poor  girl  was  apparently  as  little 
concerned  as  any.  Her  features  and  person  were  rather  attractive 
than  repulsive :  she  was  stoutly  made,  and  tall  considering  her 
age. 

Atbfftist  13. — A  fire  broke  out  between  nine  and  ten  at  night 
in  the  stables  belonging  to  the  Black  Boy  Inn,  Long-row,  which 
raged  violently  till  midnight,  and  spr^^l  dismay  on  every  side. 
Two  engines  and  a  good  supply  of  water  were  at  length  efi'ectual 
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in  stopping  its  progress.     The  stables,  outhouses,  and  a  great   1762 
quantity  of  hay  and  straw,  were  totally  destroyed,  and  a  valuable 
mare  also  fell  a  Tictim  to  the  flames.     So  terrible  a  conflagration 
had  not  been  seen  in  the  town  for  more  than  sixty  years. 

September  29. — Alderman  Humphrey  Hollins  elected  Mayor. 
December  13. — Election  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  in  the  place  of  Lord  Robert  Sutton,  deceased. 

A  great  number  of  the  gentry,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the 
county  assembled  by  invitation,  early  in  the  morning,  at  WoUaton 
Hall,  where  a  sumptuous  entertainment,  with  every  kind  of 
liquor,  was  provided.  The  grand  room  in  the  centre  of  the  noble 
mansion  was  flUed  with  tables,  covered  with  beef,  hams,  chickens, 
pickled  salmon,  tongues,  venison,  ducks,  and  geese ;  in  short,  with 
everything  that  could  please  or  satisfy  the  appetite  of  the  most 
luxurious  freeholder.  At  eleven  a  cavalade  was  formed.  The 
Hon.  Thomas  Willoughby  (candidate  for  the  vacant  seat),  on 
issuing  from  the  north  side  of  the  hall,  was  received  with  the 
sound  of  kettle  drums,  trumpets,  and  the  united  shouts  of  a 
prodigious  concourse  of  people,  who  all  moved  regularly  on  at  a 
slow  pace  towards  Nottingham.  The  procession  arrived  at  the 
County  Hall  about  twelve,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  the  young 
gentleman  was  declared  duly  elected  without  opposition.  The  new 
representative  was  publicly  chaired  from  the  place  of  election 
along  Bridlesmith-gate  and  round  the  Market-place,  preceded  by 
the  town  and  county  flags  and  bands  of  music.  In  the  evening, 
several  public  dinners  took  place,  and  the  populace  were  enter- 
tained with  some  hogsheads  of  ale  in  the  streets.  A  grand  ball 
imparted  a  graceful  finish  to  the  day's  proceedings. 

The  streets  of  Nottingham  first  lighted  at  this  period.  The 
illuminating  power  was  obtained  by  means  of  oil  lamps,  with 
globular  glass  bottoms,  which  were  however  so  thick  and  opaque 
as  to  render  them  very  nearly  useless. 

The  Rev.  Luke  Booker,  LL.D.,  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England  distinguished  for  his  literary  acquirements,  was  bom  in 
Nottingham  this  year ;  took  holy  orders  in  1 785,  and  eventually 
became  the  vicar  of  Dudley.  As  a  preacher  Dr.  Booker  was 
distinguished  by  fervid  piety  and  an  impressive  and  commanding 
eloquence,  which  gave  a  grace  to  his  attainments  ;  and  as  a  proof 
of  the  high  degree  of  public  estimation  in  which  his  ministrations 
were  held,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  during  his  ministry  he 
preached  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  sermons  on  public  and 
charitable  occasions,  and  that  the  collections  made  on  behalf  of 
the  objects  for  which  he  pleaded  amounted  to  nearly  £9,000. 
Dr.  Booker  was  the  author  of  many  excellent  works,  viz.: — 
FoemSf  on  various  occasions;  Christia/n  Intrepidti/ ;  Calista^  or  the 
Picture  of  Modem  Life  ;  EtUhcmasia,  the  StcUe  of  Man  after  Death  ; 
Diecotiraee  and  Diaeertaiianaf  2  vols.;  and  a  variety  of  others. 
He  was  a  fearless  antagonist  of  the  emissaries  of  infidelity,  and  a 
powerful  defender  of   the  Church  against  Unitarian  or  Papal 
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1762  aggressors.  He  was  of  the  family  of  which  Messrs.  Booker, 
architects,  of  this  town,  are  descendants,  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  bom  in  Barker-gate.     His  death  occurred  in  October,  1835. 

1763. 

1763  Jwimary  1. — Evelyn  Pierrepont,  second  Duke  of  Kingston, 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Custus  Botulorum  of  the  county. 
Tlie  connection  of  this  nobleman  with  Mrs.  Harvey,  the  wife  of 
Captain  Harvey,  subsequently  Earl  of  Bristol,  is  too  remarkable 
to  be  passed  oyer  here  without  notice.     This  lady  was  a  Miss 
Elizabeth  Chudleigh,  only  daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Chudleigh, 
of  Devonshire.     She  was  bom  in  1725,  and,  at  tlie  same  time 
she  was  receiving  the  addresses  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  secretly 
married  Captain  Harvey.     This  marriage  was  duly  registered, 
but  Mrs.  Harvey,  whilst  carrying  on  her  intrigues  to  inveigle  the 
Duke  of  Kingston  (who  was  also  smitten  with  the  attractions  of 
the  lady  still  supposed  to  be  Miss  Chudleigh),  removed  the  testi- 
mony of  her  union  by  going  under  some  pretence  to  the  church, 
and  tearing  the  leaf  on  which  it  was  written  out  of  the  register- 
book.     All  parties  who  had  witnessed  the  ceremony  were  dead. 
Captain  Harvey  wishing  to  marry  another  lady  applied  to  his 
wife  to  sue  for  a  divorce,  but  this  she  stedfastly  refused,  asserting 
that  she  could  at  any  time  she  thought  proper  be  either  Duchess 
of  Kingston  or  Countess  of  BristoL     After  considerable  practice 
upon  him,  the  Duke  of  Kingston  publicly  mairied  her  on  the  8th 
of  March,  1769,  and  the  history  of  her  life,  both  before  and  after 
this  period,  is  ^little  better  than  a  disgusting  record  of  tyranny  and 
debauchery.     A  year  after  her  marriage  she  came  to  the  Duke's 
seat  at  Holme  Pierrepont  near  this  town,  but,  it  is  stated,  she 
only  stayed  there  one  day,  alleging  the  gloominess  of  the  place, 
and  the  adjacency  of  the  churchyard,  a  sufficient  cause  for  dis- 
liking it.       The   Duke,   after   suffering  many    indignities    and 
disgraces  through  the  Duchess,  died  on  the  22nd  of  September, 
1773,  and  with  a  view  of  recoveiing  some  property  of  which  the 
Duchess  held  possession  under  his  will,  a  junior  member  of  the 
family  entered  a  prosecution  against  her  for  bigamy.     After  a 
long  trial  at  Westminster  Hall,  before  the  House  of  Lords,  she 
was  pronounced  guilty,  but  pleading  "  the  privilege  of   the  peer- 
age,'' was  discharged  from  custody.     The  Countess  of  Bristol  died 
at  Paris,  1788,  aged  63.     One  of  her  latest  requests  was  that  she 
might  be  buried  at  Holme  Pierrepont  by  the  side  of  the  Duke, 
and  that  their  coffins  might  be  chained  together.     This  was  of 
course  not  complied  with. 

Janvjoflry  5. — Mr.  Whitely,  the  proprietor  of  the  Theatre, 
had  opened  it  to  the  public  for  six  nights  without  any  admission 
fee,  for  their  amusement  during  the  holidays,  and  this  evening  the 
tragedy  of  Caio  was  performed.     A  day  or  two  afterwards  an 
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Alderman  of  the  town,  who  was  violently  opposed  to  such  amuse-  1763 
ments,  issued  warrants  to  four  constables  to  apprehend  a  comedian 
named  Wheeler  for  representing  the  character  of  Fortius,  under 
what  Act  or  by  what  authority,  the  record,  however,  does  not 
state.  After  some  resistance  and  consequent  violence,  Wheeler 
was  dragged  to  the  Alderman's  residence,  and  underwent  an 
examination  of  three  hours'  duration,  and  was  then  ordered  to  the 
House  of  Correction,  guarded  by  seven  constables  and  their 
assistants.  As  the  constables  were  conveying  the  unhappy  ForHus 
to  gaol,  Mr.  Whitely,  who  had  been  an  indignant  spectator  of  the 
extraordinary  proceeding,  attempted  a  rescue.  A  riot  ensued,  and 
the  prisoner  was  liberated  and  escaped  after  a  very  warm  combat, 
in  which  much  blood  was  spilt.  Mr.  Whitely,  less  fortunate,  fell 
in  the  fray,  and  was  carried  in  a  very  bloody  and  dangerous  state 
to  the  House  of  Correction.  During  his  temporary  confinement 
he  composed  some  mock-heroic  lines,  which  were  committed  to  the 
press  and  circulated,  from  which  we  subjoin  an  extract : — 

Dear  Town  of  Commerce,  once  the  Muses'  seat, 
Where  Flayers  tasted  happinras  complete  ! 
Till  dark  stupidity  usnrpea  the  throne, 
Where  candour  and  humanity  were  shown : 
With  iron  sceptre,  and  a  flinty  heart, 
To  wield  the  weapon  justice  snould  impart. 


Behold  that  Youth,  with  erery  virtue  fraught, 

Great  George,  by  inward  sanctity  best  taught, 

Makes  theatres  his  rational  delight, 

As  choicest  microscopes  of  wrong  and  right, 

To  mend  the  heart,  and  rectify  the  mind, 

Since  there,  example  is  to  precept  joined : 

His  step  I  followed  through  the  smiling  throng. 

Nor  thought  what  there  was  right,  could  here  he  wrong. 

But,  if  in  error's  paths  I  rashly  trod. 

My  fault's  before  an  all-forgiving  God ! 

I'm  not  the  first  who  has  for  Freedom  fell. 

That  scorn' d  his  country's  liberty  to  sell : 

And  though  beneath  a  shameful  roof  I  lie. 

By  living  weU,  Fm  well  prepared  to  die. 

My  sad  condition  anything  might  move 

To  pity  (but  obdurate  foes  to  love) ! 

Who  now  oppressive  castigation  feel, 

From  a  tyrannic  and  mistaken  zeal ; 

Tet,  howsoever  wounded  and  oppressed, 

Be  thou,  O  Nottingham,  for  ever  blest. 

Jawuary  23. — Death  of  Samuel  Peak,  Esq.,  at  an  advanced 
age,  one  of  the  wealthiest  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Mr.  Peak 
served  the  office  of  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  in  1730,  and  was 
the  treasurer  of  the  Blue  Coat  Charity  School,  to  which  he  was 
a  worthy  benefactor.  He  died  at  his  mansion  on  Angel-row,  and 
the  family  afterwards  removed  into  Warwickshire. 

Februari/, — Articles  of  peace  signed  at  Paris  between  France, 
Spain,  and  England.  This  treaty,  the  benefits  of  which  were 
mostly  on  the  side  of  England,  was  counterbalanoeci  * 
debt,  now  increased  to  138  millions  sterling* 
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1763  March  3. — The  Royal  Foreeters,  a  light  regiment  of  dragoonn, 

commanded  by  the  renowned  Marquis  of  Granby,  which  had  been 
stationed  in  Nottingham  a  few  weeks,  were  publicly  disbanded  in 
the  Market-place  by  command  of  the  Crown.  The  men  were 
drawn  out  under  arms  at  nine  in  the  morning.  They  were  theUf 
with  the  officers,  thanked  for  their  services  by  lieut-Qenend 
'Webbe.  The  latter  were  declared  upon  half-pay,  and  the  men 
received  each  £3,  with  permission  to  claim  their  horse  furniture 
and  regimental  clothes,  and  also  six  days'  pay  to  carry  them  to 
their  former  residence&  Their  arms  were  given  up  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Tower,  and  the  horses  were  sold  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  realized  about  £1  each.  Thus  was  one  of  the  finest 
regiments  in  the  service,  the  raising  of  which  had  cost  the 
Exchequer  above  £20,000,  broken  up  and  dispersed  into  different 
parts  of  the  country. 

March  14. — An  association  was  formed  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Patricius  Goodall,  the  Red  Lion  Inn,^  Pelham-street,  by  the 
breeders  of  game  fowls  in  the  counties  of  Nottingham,  Derby,  and 
Leicester,  **  for  the  prosecuting  of  all  such  persons  that  shall  be 
apprehended  stealing  or  detrimenting  any  fowls  belonging  to  the 
said  society,  according  as  the  law  directs."  A  great  number  of 
game  cocks  had  been  injured  or  carried  away  from  their  walks  by 
parties  probably  who  had  staked  money  against  them, — a  practice 
which  the  association  was  intended  to  check ;  but  the  circumstance 
that  mainly  led  to  its  institution  was  this :  the  water  given  to 
the  cocks  of  the  London  side  against  Nottingham  in  a  great  match 
that  was  to  have  taken  place  about  this  period,  and  had  drawn  to 
the  town  many  of  the  aristocracy  and  moneyed  men,  was  found  to 
have  been  poisoned  with  arsenic  so  as  to  disable  them  from  fighting, 
some  person  having  contrived  to  get  into  the  cellar  at  the  White 
Lion  Lon,  where  the  fowls  were  kept :  a  reward  of  £50  was  offered 
by  Major  Brereton  for  his  apprehension. 

March  24. — ^A  labouring  man  of  Ossington,  aged  80  years, 
committed  to  the  County  Gkiol,  Nottingham,  for  having  a  child  by 
his  own  granddaughter,  aged  17. 

April  4. — The  Earl  of  Bute  resigned  office  as  head  of  the 
Ministry,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Grenville. 

Jvly  5. — ^A  very  gay  and  numerous  assemblage  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  favoured  Nottingham  with  their  attendance  at  the 
races  and  cocking.  The  Duke  of  Tork,  the  Dukes  of  Rutland 
and  Kingston,!  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  Lords  Byron, { 
Strange,  and  Sutton,  were  amongst  the  number. 

September  29. — Grand  Corporation  festival  on  the  election  of 
Alderman  Cornelius  Huthwaite  to  the  Mayoralty.  The  Marquis 
of  Granby,  the  officers  of  the  Horse  Guards  Blue,  then  stationed 

*  The  8it«  is  now  occupied  l^  Measra.  Lewis  and  Grundy,  Ironmongers. 

t  The  Duke  of  Kingston's  town-house  wms  in  Stoney-street,  the  premises  now  in  poews- 
sion  of  Mr.  Heymenn,  Isoe  Ihiiiullieliiiei.    A  tower  formerly  surmounted  t)ie  building:. 

t  The  town-hotise  of  the  Byron  femily  was  at  the  south-east  eorner  of  Pelhem«etreet 
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hemy  and  a  g^rMtt  number  of  the  gentiy,  both  of  town  and  county,    1763 
were  present. 

September  30. — Proclamation  was  made  by  the  Mayor  from 
the  Malt  and  Hen  Crosses,  that,  during  his  term  of  office,  no  tolls 
would  be  taken  for  fruit  of  any  kind  brought  into  the  town.  This 
news  is  said  to  have  created  general  joy  among  the  country 
people. 

Novernber  4. — ^The  Royal  Begiment  of  Horse  Guards  Blue 
roriewed  in  Sneinton  Meadow  (tiien  uninclosed),  by  General 
Elliott,  the  gallant  defender  of  Gibraltar,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Duke  of  Rutland,  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  a  prodigious  con- 
oourse  of  people. 

December  7. — About  four  in  the  afternoon,  a  man,  who 
appeared  to  be  either  drunk  or  mad,  called  at  a  house  at  Nuttal, 
and  iwearing  it  was  his  own,  began  to  break  the  tables,  chairs, 
and  whatever  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  to  the  great  surprise  of 
the  owner,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  of  his  neigh- 
boars,  at  length  succeeded  in  securing  him.  After  being  kept 
two  hours  in  the  stocks,  he  was  taken  before  Sir  Charles  Sedley, 
Bart,  of  the  Temple,  and  said  that  he  was  a  deserter  from  General 
Hawley's  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  got  his  living  as  well  as  he 
oould  by  strolling  about  the  country.  Sir  Charles,  considering 
him  a  dangerous  person,  told  him  that  he  should  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Correction  at  Southwell,  and  be  publicly  advertised. 
The  man  then  appeared  alarmed,  and  told  a  bystander  that  the 
oonsequenoe  would  be  he  should  be  hanged,  for  he  had  lately 
oommitted  murder.  Information  was  received  next  day  of  an 
aged  woman  named  Sarah  Wass,  housekeeper  to  Mr.  Wm.  Wood, 
ol  Warsop,  having  been  brutally  murdered.  She  was  found  lying 
in  the  house  with  her  skull  frightfully  fractxired.  The  supposed 
murderer  was  re-eicamined  on  the  following  Saturday  by  Sir 
Gharlee  Sedley,  and  the  lap  of  his  coat  being  discovered  to  be 
much  stained  with  blood,  he  acknowledged  himself  guilty  of  the 
crime,  and  was  fully  committed  for  trial  to  the  County  GkioL 
So  far  the  solemn  requirements  of  justice  seemed  likely  to  be  met 
in  the  speedy  conviction  and  punishment  of  the  murderer. 
Strange  to  state,  however,  in  the  following  week  William  Barlow, 
a  labourer,  of  Upton,  with  whom  the  other  man  could  not  have 
had  any  possible  connection,  was  committed  to  Nottingham  on  the 
same  chaj^ge.  The  circumstances  which  led  to  his  apprehension 
were  these :  he  was  a  godson  of  the  deceased  widow,  and  was  seen 
talking  with  her  at  the  door  on  the  morning  of  the  murder,  and 
was  abo  seen  coming  out  of  the  house  within  a  few  minutes  of 
the  barbarous  deed  being  discovered.  The  public  mind  became 
much  perplexed.  Subsequent  disclosures  left  little  room  for 
doubt  that  Barlow  was  the  guilty  party,  though  neither  of  the  men 
underwent  A  tri^  At  the  ensuing  March  assizes,  the  former,  whose 
name  waa  fqund  to  be  John  Stowe,  was  discharged  from  custody, 
beuig  evidently  a  lunatic,  and  Barlow  died  in  the  arms  of  the  gaoler 
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1763  as  .he  was  bringing  him  into  the  Court..  He  had  acknowledged 
being  present  at  the  commission  of  the  murder,  but  declared 
his  own  innocence,  two  men  having  done  it  without  his  con- 
currence. 

December  29. — A  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Blackmoor's 
Head  Inn,*  "  to  take  into  consideration  the  utility  of  a  new  turn- 
pike road  from  this  town  through  Wollaton,  Trowell,  Ilkeston,  Ac., 
to  Belper."  The  project  being  favourably  received,  and  nearly 
X3000  subscribed,  it  was  agreed  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  the 
necessary  powers. 

1764 

1764  Ila/rcK, — ^The  county  magistrates  met  at  the  Blackmoor's 
Head  Inn  to  receive  tenders  for  the  re-erection  of  the  Leen 
bridge,  in  Red  Lion-squara  f  The  specifications  provided  that  the 
materials  of  the  old  bridge  (which  contained  twenty-three  arches 
and  extended  600  feet)  should  be  used  in  the  foundation  and 
inside  works  of  the  new  structure,  '*  the  situation  of  which  is  to 
face  the  HoUow-stone,  and  the  pier  of  the  butment-arch  next  the 
town  of  Nottingham  to  range  with  Mr.  Heed's  garden  wall,  the 
river  Leen  to  be  turned  through  the  centre-arch,  a  new  cut  to  be 
three  feet  deep  and  fifteen  feet  wide.''  The  contractor  was  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Lichfield,  who  had  recently  repaired  the  churdies 
of  St.  Mary  and  St  Peter.  A  writer  in  the  Jowmai  of  June  2nd, 
observes :  **  The  number  of  persons  resorting  to  see  the  foundation 
of  the  new  bridge  over  the  Leen  is  so  great  that  the  workmen  are 
much  incommoded.  It  has  been  reckoned  by  an  able  calculator 
that  the  framework-knitters  alone,  who  daily  spend  so  mudi  time 
there  in  viewing  the  hard  and  dangeroiis  labour  of  others,  mighty 
if  the  same  hours  were  properly  employed  in  their  frames,  earn  a 
sum  sufficient  to  defray  tiie  expense  of  rebuilding  the  bridge, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  X900." 

June  7. — Some  of  the  prisoners  in  the  County  Gaol  formed  a 
design  to  escape.  At  the  head  of  the  confederacy  was  James 
Rutland,  who  had  been  condemned  to  death  at  the  assizes  for  a 
burglary,  but  was  reprieved  for  transportation.  About  twelve  at 
night,  Francis  Cobey,  a  prisoner  for  deer  stealing,  being  awakened 
by  a  strange  noise,  which  he  thought  proceeded  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  gaol,  where  the  felons  were  confined,  and  lying  himself  in  a 

*  The  Blackmoor's  Head  wms  the  prindpol  inn  in  the  town.  It  stood  at  the  soutb-weil 
corner  of  Pelham-street,  and  the  premises  extended  as  nearly  as  high  as  Thurlaixi-streel| 
and  along  Hi^-street  nearly  as  far  as  Hish-street  plaoe.  A  pair  of  lurge  foldingntes  stood 
at  the  upper  end  in  Pelham-street,  and  there  was  anoUier  entrance  gate  in  ffifl^-street^ 
nearly  facing  the  entrance  to  the  Shunbles. 

t  In  an  inquisition  taken  about  the  Leen  Bridge  In  the  thirty-sixth  of  Henxr  tbfi 
Eighth,  l^  whom  the  property  belonging  to  the  hospital  of  Si.  John  was  seLwd,  it  m  ez> 
pressed,  that  '*the  said  great  bridge  over  the  Leen,  has,  from  time  immemorial,  be«i 
upheld  and  repaired  by  the  town  of  Nottingham,  and  the  several  wapentakes  or  hundreds 
ox  the  county ;  the  town  keeping  the  two  northern  arches  in  repair,  and  part  of  the  crown 


and  the  several  wapentakes  or  hundreds 

,.  „  m  arches  in  repair,  and  part  of  the  crown 

between  the  second  and  third ;  and  the  different  hundreds  of  the  county  the  other  eighteen, 
according  to  their  several  proportions,"  which  it  is  nnnecessaiy  to  enumente,  ai  the  Com- 
missionerB  for  the  Flood-road  nave  since  taken  diarge  of  the  whole. 
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room  under  that  where  Mr.  Parr,  the  gaoler,  slept,  he  with  some  1764 
difficulty  aroused  him.  The  gaoler  instantly  got  out  of  bed 
and  alarmed  the  turnkey,  and  with  other  assistance  they  went 
down  to  "  the  Dungeon,*'  where  they  found  the  first  door 
broken  down,  and  the  second,  though  extremely  strong  (being 
nearly  four  inches  thick  and  well  secured  with  iron  bars), 
sawn  almost  in  two,  so  that  the  convicts  within  were  very 
near  effecting  their  escape,  having  filed  off  their  ii*oiis  and 
made  every  possible  provision  for  a  flight.  On  being  properly 
secured,  they  confessed  that  then*  design  was  to  come  up  into  the 
gaol  yard,  get  possession  of  the  well  rope,  cut  away  the  bars  of 
the  iron  window  in  the  kitchen,  or,  if  this  was  impracticable,  force 
their  way  into  the  lower  yard,  and  then  let  themselves  down  one 
by  one  into  Narrow-marsh,  over  the  noted  wall  called  "The  Lover's 
Leap." 

J'uly  12. — John  Higgins,  aged  20,  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Dudley 
Potter,  wooloomber,  being  "  crossed  in  love,"  hung  himself  with 
the  handkerchief  of  his  fair  enamorata,  at  his  master's  house  in 
Stw  James's-streeet.  The  jury  at  the  coroner's  inquisition  bringing 
in  a  verdict  oifelo  de  se,  the  corpse  was  buried  where  the  roads 
meet  at  the  top  of  Derby-road. 

Jtdl/  18. — ^The  Nottingham  Flying  Machine  was  attacked 
near  HoUoway  by  two  highwaymen,  who  demanded  the  money 
or  the  lives  of  the  passengers.  The  guard,  however,  mortally 
wounded  one  of  them,  and  the  other  rode  off.  Two  balls  were 
extracted  from  the  wounded  man  previous  to  death. 

Augtist  24. — ^The  High  Sheriff  opened  a  court  at  the  County 
Hall,  and  adjourned  it  to  the  Eace-stand  on  the  Forest,  for  the 
election  of  a  Coroner  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Daniel  Newton,  deceased. 
The  result  of  two  days'  poll  of  the  county  freeholders  was  as 
follows : — 

For  Mr.  George  Hodgkinson,  of  Southwell  ...     426 

Mr.  Thomas  AUen,  of  Ollerton  ...         ...     318 

A  grand  ball  was  held  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  Low-pavement, 
in  connection  with  the  election.  The  ball  wbs  opened  by  Mr. 
Thoroton,  M.P.  for  Newark,  and  Miss  Chudleigh  (the  notorious 
Mrs.  Harvey)  dancing  a  minuet.  The  assembly  was  remarkably 
gay  and  splendid,  including  the  Duke  of  Kingston,  and  other 
leading  members  of  the  aristocracy. 

September  29. — Alderman  Henry  Butler  entered  a  fourth 
time  upon  the  office  of  Mayor. 

November  26. — ^The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Byron,  Master  of  His 
Majesty's  Staghounds,  turned  out  a  fine  stag  on  the  Nottingham 
Race-course,  amidst  thousands  of  spectators.  The  noble  animal 
ran  thirty  miles  in  less  than  three  hours,  over  a  very  rough 
country,  and  crossed  the  Leen,  the  Erewash,  and  the  Trent  It 
was  taken  in  attempting  to  cross  the  Soar,  in  the  presence  of  nearly 
fifty  horsemen. 
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1764  December  15. — A  correspondent  of  the  Journal  of  this  data 

thus  graphically  alludes  to  the  state  of  the  road  to  Mansfield : — 
"  I  find  that  an  application  to  Parliament  is  proposed  for  a  turn- 
pike from  Nottingham  to  Mansfield,  and  I  hope  it  will  meet  with 
no  obstruction.  The  present  road  is  exce^ingly  bad,  and  even 
dangerous  in  some  places.  Several  accidents  have  happened 
thereon  within  these  two  or  three  years  past,  and  for  want  of 
more  conspicuous  marks  strangers  have  frequently  mistaken  their 
way,  been  benighted,  and  lost  for  many  hours, — a  situation  most 
uncomfortable  and  melancholy  to  those  who  have  experienced  it. 
A  good  turnpike  road  would  effectually  remedy  these  evils,  by 
making  it  more  easy  and  safe  to  travellers  than  it  now  is,  and 
would  likewise  be  a  certain  guide  to  them  over  the  wide  Forest, 
even  in  the  night  time." 

1765. 

1768  Janua/ry  26. — Fatal  duel  between  Lord  Byron,  of  Newstead 

Abbey,  and  "William  Chaworth,  Esq.,  of  Annesley  Hall.  The 
circumstances  connected  with  this  lamentable  affair  were  as  fol- 
lows : — ^When  in  London  a  number  of  Nottinghamshire  gentlemen 
were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Tavern,  in 
Pall  Mall,  once  a  month,  at  what  was  called  '*  The  Nottingham- 
shire Club.^'  A  meeting  at  the  above-mentioned  date  consisted  of 
John  Thomhaugh  Hewitt,  Esq.,  who  sat  as  chairman.  Lord 
Byron,  the  Hon.  Thomas  "Willoughby,  Sir  Eobert  Burdett^ 
Frederick  Montagu,  Esq.,  John  Sherwin,  Esq.,  Francis  Molineuz, 
Esq.,  William  Chaworth,  Esq.,  George  Donston,  Esq.,  and 
Charles  Mellish,  jun.,  Esq.  Their  usual  hour  of  dining  was  soon 
after  four,  and  the  rule  of  the  club  was  to  have  the  bill  and  a 
bottle  brought  in  at  seven.  Till  about  the  hour  of  departure  all 
was  joviality  and  good  humour ;  but  Mr.  Hewitt,  who  was  toast- 
master,  happening  to  start  some  conversation  about  the  best 
method  of  preserving  game,  setting  the  law  in  being  for  that 
purpose  out  of  the  question,  the  subject  was  taken  up  by  Mr. 
Chaworth  and  Lord  Byron,  who  broached  different  opinions ;  the 
former  insisting  on  the  necessity  of  severity  against  poachers  and 
unqualified  persons,  and  the  latter  declaring  that  the  way  to  have 
most  game  was  to  take  no  care  of  it  at  all.  Mr.  Hewitt's  opinion 
was,  that  the  most  effectual  way  would  be  to  make  game  the 
property  of  the  owner  of  the  soil.  The  debate  became  general, 
but  was  carried  on  with  acrimony  only  between  Lord  Byron  and 
Mr.  Chaworth.  The  latter,  in  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  said 
that  Sir  Charles  Sedley  and  himself  had  more  game  on  five  acres 
than  Lord  Byron  had  on  all  his  manors.  Lord  Byron,  in  ropl||J 
to  this,  proposed  a  bet  of  one  hundred  guineas,  and  Mr.  Chftint 
called  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper  to  properly  place  it  on  reoor* 
Sherwin,  however,  treating  it  in  a  jesting  manner  as  a  * 
cotdd  never  be  decided,  no  bet  was  laid  and  the  ooQTen 
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resumed.  Mr.  Chaworth  asserted  that  were  it  not  for  Sir  Charles  1765 
Sedley's  care  and  his  own,  his  lordship  would  not  have  a  hare  on 
his  estate;  and  Lord  Byron  asking,  with  a  smile,  what  Sir 
Charles  Sedley*s  manors  were,  was  answered  by  his  opponent, 
"Nuttal  and  Bui  well."  Lord  Byron  did  not  dispute  Nuttal, 
but  rejoined  that  Bulwell  was  his ;  on  which  Mr.  Chaworth  with 
some  heat  replied,  "  K  you  want  information  with  respect  to  Sir 
Charles  Sedley's  manors,  he  lives  at  Mr.  Cooper^s,  in  Dean-street, 
and  I  doubt  not  will  be  ready  to  give  you  satisfaction  ;  and  as  for 
myself,  your  lordship  knows  where  to  find  me,  in  Berkeley-row ;" 
or  words  to  that  effect  This  form  of  address  admitted  of  no 
reply,  and  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  subject  of  discourse.  Every 
gentleman  present  fell  into  converse  with  his  neighbour,  and 
nothing  more  was  said  generally  till  Mr.  Chaworth  called  to  settle 
the  reckoning,  as  was  his  usual  practice.  In  doing  this,  Mr. 
Fynmore,  the  master  of  the  tavern,  observed  him  a  little  flurried, 
for  in  marking  he  made  a  small  mistake.  The  book  had  lines 
ruled  in  checks,  and  against  the  name  of  each  member  present  an 
0  was  placed,  but  if  absent  5s.  was  put  down.  He  placed  5s. 
against  Lord  Byron's  name,  but  Mr.  Fynmore  observing  to  him 
that  his  lordship  was  present,  he  corrected  the  mistake.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  this,  Mr.  Chaworth  having  paid  his  reckoning  went 
out  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Donston,  who  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  him  at  the  top  of  the  stairs.  Mr.  Chaworth  asked 
him  particularly  if  h^  had  attended  to  the  altercation  between 
himself  and  Lord  Byron,  and  if  he  thought  he  had  been  **  short'' 
in  what  he  said  to  him.  To  which  Mr.  Donston  rejoined,  "  No, 
but  you  went  rather  too  far  for  so  trifling  an  occasion,  though  I 
don't  believe  Lord  Byron  or  the  company  will  think  anything 
more  of  it."  After  a  little  more  ordinary  discourse  they  parted. 
Mr.  Donston  returned  to  the  company,  and  Mr.  Chaworth  turned 
to  go  down  stairs ;  but  just  as  Mr.  Donston  entered  the  door  he 
met  Lord  Byron  coming  out,  and  they  passed,  as  there  was  a  large 
screen  that  covered  the  door,  without  recognizing  each  other. 
Lord  Byron  found  Mr.  Chaworth  still  on  the  stairs,  and  it  is  not 
certain  whether  he  called  upon  Chaworth,  or  Chaworth  upon  him. 
It  isy  however  certain  that  both  descended  to  the  first  landing 
place,  having  dined  upon  the  second  floor,  and  that  both  called  tho 
waiter  to  show  them  into  an  empty  room.  The  waiter  did  as  he 
was  desired,  and  having  first  opened  the  door  himself,  and  placed 
a  small  tallow  candle  which  he  had  in  his  hand  on  the  table,  he 
letired.  The  combatants  entered,  and  pulled  the  door  after 
QuaoL  In  a  very  few  minutes  the  aflair  was  decided.  The  bell 
ins  nm^  bat  by  whom  is  uncertain.  The  waiter  went  up,  and 
perosiviqgwluit  had  happened  ran  down  stairs  frightened,  and  told 
Un  wur*' — *  **^  oitastrophe.     The  latter  instantly  ran  upstairs, 

••♦^  standing  close  together.     Mr.  Chaworth 
'^•iMi,  and  Lord  B3rron  held  his  in  his  • 
nmnd  Mr.  Chaworth,  and  Chaworth's 
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1765   right  arm  was  round  Byron's  neck  and  over  his  shoulders.     He 
desired  Fynmore  to  take  his  sword,  and  Bjron  delivered  up  his  at 
the  same  tima     One  or  both  called  to  him  to  send  for  assistance 
immediately,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a  surgeon  named  Hawkins  was 
in  attendance.     In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Montagu,  Mr.  Hewitt,  Mr. 
Donston,  Mr.  Willoughby,  Mr.  Molineux,  and  Mr.  Sherwin  had 
entered  the  room.     The  account  Mr.  Chaworth  then  gave  was, 
**  That  he  could  not  live  many  hours,  that  he  forgave  Lord  Byron 
and  hoped  the  world  would ;  that  the  aflfair  had  passed  in  the 
dark,  only  a  small  tallow  candle  burning  in  the  room ;  and  that 
Byron  a^ed  him  if  he  meant  the  conversation  on  the  game  to 
apply  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley  or  to  him.     To  this  he  replied,   *  If 
you  have  anything  to  say  we  had  better  shut  the  door;'  that  while 
he  was  doing  this  Byron  bid  him  draw,  and  in  turning  he  saw  his 
lordship's  sword  half  drawn,  on  which  he  whipped  out  his  own 
and  made  the  first  pass.     His  sword  passing  through  Byron's 
waistcoat,  he  thought  he  had  killed  him,  and  asked  whether  he 
was   not  mortally  wounded;    Byron,   while    he    was   speaking, 
shortened  his  sword  and  stabbed  him  in  the  belly."     When  Mr. 
Hawkins,  the  surgeon,  came  in,  he  found  Mr.  Chaworth  sitting  by 
the  fire  with  the  lower  part  of  his  waistcoat  open,  his  shirt  bloody, 
and  his  hand  upon  the  wound.     He  was  very  earnest  to  know  if 
Hawkins  thought  him  in  immediate  danger.     Being  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  desired  his  uncle  Levinz  might  be  sent  for  that 
he  might  settle  his  private  affairs;   and  in  the  meantime  gave 
Hawkins  a  copious  description  of  what  had  passed,  differing  but 
slightly  from  that  already  given.     He  said,  however,  that  when  he 
perceived  his  lordship  shorten  his  sword  to  return  the  thrust  he 
endeavoured  to  parry  it  with  his  left  hand,  at  which  he  looked 
twice,  imagining  he  had  cut  it  in  the  attempt.     He  felt  the  sword 
^iter  his  body  and  go  deeply  into  his  back,  but  being  the  stronger 
man  he  struggled  with  his  lordship,  and  succeeding  in  disarming 
him,  said  he  feared  he  had  mortally  wounded  him.     Byron  replied 
by  expressing  similar  concern  respecting  him,  adding,  at  the  same 
tune,  that  he  hoped  now  he  would  allow  him  to  be  as  brave  a  man 
as  any  in  England.     Mr.  Chaworth  closed  his  statement  to  Mr. 
Hawkins  in  these  words,  "  I  would  rather  be  in  my  present  situ- 
ation than  live  under  the  misfortune  of  having  killed  another 
person."     After  a  short  interval  the  unfortunate  gentleman  seemed 
to  recover  strength,   and  was  removed  to  his  own  house,  where 
Mr.  Adair,  another  surgeon,  Mr.   Mann,  an  apothecary,  and  Dr. 
Addington,  his  physician,  came  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Hawkina 
No   relief,    however,    could   be    imparted,    though    he   continued 
sensible  to  the  moment  of   his  death.     Mr.   Levinz  having  also 
arrived,  Mr.  Partington,  an  attorney,  was  sent  for  to  make  his 
will,  for  which  he  gave  very  ratiomd  and  distinct  instructions. 
While  Partington  was  thus  employed  he  gave  Mr.  Levinz,  at  his 
request,  a  similar  acooimt  of  the  disaster  to  that  given  to  Mr. 
Hawkins,  lamenting  at  the  same  time  his  own  folly  in  fighting  in 
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the  dark.  This  conveyed  the  idea  that,  by  fighting  with  a  dim  1765 
light  he  lost  the  advantage  of  his  own  superiority  in  swordsmanship, 
and  had  been  led  into  the  mistake  that  he  had  penetrated  the 
breast  of  his  lordship  when  his  sword  was  only  entangled  in  his 
waistcoat.  He  added  to  Mr.  Levinz  that  he  died  as  a  man  of 
honour,  and  was  more  satisfied  in  his  present  situation  than  he 
should  be  in  having  the  life  of  another  to  answer  for.  Mr. 
Partington,  when  he  had  finished  the  will,  and  had  seen  it  properly 
signed,  recollected  that  probably  he  might  one  day  be  called  upon 
to  give  testimony  to  the  dying  words  of  his  client,  and  accordingly, 
with  the  caution  highly  characteristic  of  a  lawyer,  committed  to 
writing  the  last  words  Mr.  Chaworth  was  heard  to  utter.  This 
document  was  annexed  : — "  Sunday  morning,  the  27th  of  January, 
about  three  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Chaworth  said,  that  my  lord's  sword 
was  half  drawn,  and  that  he  knoiiving  the  man,  immediately,  or  as 
quick  as  he  could,  whipt  out  his  sword  and  had  the  first  thrust ; 
that  then  my  lord  wounded  him  and  he  disarmed  my  lord,  who 

then  said,  by  G d,  I  have  as  much  courage  as  any  man  in 

England."  The  unfortunate  gentleman  died  soon  afterwards  in 
great  pain.  Some  time  after  this  unhappy  affair.  Lord  Byron  sur- 
rendered himself  to  be  tried  by  his  peers.  On  the  16th  of  the 
following  April,  about  half-past  nine  in  the  morning,  his  lordship, 
escorted  by  parties  of  the  Horse  and  Foot  Guards,  and  attended 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Constable  of  the  Tower,  was  con- 
veyed to  Westminster  Hall,  where  the  trial  took  place ;  and  in  the 
evening,  between  five  and  six,  his  lordship  was  conducted  back  to 
the  Tower  in  the  same  manner.  The  trial  occupied  two  days. 
Among  other  formalities,  the  Grentleman-Gaoler  on  the  passage  to 
the  Hall  carried  an  axe  before  him,  and  stood  with  it  during  the 
trial  on  the  left  hand  of  the  accused  with  its  edge  turned  from 
him.  When  the  prisoner  approached  the  bar  he  made  three 
"  reverences,*'  and  then  fell  upon  his  knees,  but  was  ordered  to 
rise,  which  he  did,  and  then  bowed  to  the  peers,  who  returned  the 
compliment.  The  indictment  charged  him  with  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  malice  aforethought,  killing  and  murdering 
William  Chaworth.  His  lordship  pleaded  "not  guilty,"  and 
demanded  to  be  tried  "by  God  and  his  peers."  The  Lord  High 
Steward,  Robert,  Earl  of  Northington,  presided,  and  the  Attorney- 
General,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Knt,  conducted  the  prosecution. 
The  circumstances  came  out  as  before  related.  In  his  defence,  the 
accused  threw  himself  on  the  kind  consideration  of  his  peers,  and 
said,  '*  Mr.  Chaworth  drew  his  sword  and  made  a  thrust  at  me, 
which  I  parried ;  he  made  a  second,  which  also  missed  of  its  efiect; 
and  then  finding  myself  with  my  back  against  the  table  with  great 
disadvantage  of  the  light,  I  endeavoured  to  shift  a  little  more  to 
the  right  hand,  which  unavoidably  brought  us  nearer  to  each  other, 
and  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  perceive  that  the  deceased  gentle- 
man was  making  a  third  pass  at  me.  We  both  thrust  at  the  same 
time,  when  I  found  Mr.  uhaworth's  sword  against  my  ribs,  havinif 
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1765  cut  my  waistcoat  and  shirt  for  upwards  of  eight  inches ;  and  I  sup- 
pose it  was  then  that  he  received  the  unhappy  wound,  which  I 
shall  ever  reflect  upon  with  the  utmost  regret''  The  lords,  upon 
their  honour,  declared  him  guilty  of  manslaughter,  but  not  of 
murder ;  and  his  lordship  being  called  upon  to  say  why  sentence 
should  not  be  passed  upon  him  according  to  law,  pleaded  the 
statute  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  was  discharged  from  custody 
on  paying  the  usual  fees. 

June  3. — William  Wilson,  a  breeches  maker,  residing  at  the 
lower  end  of  Castle-gate,  committed  suicide  by  thrusting  a  knife 
into  his  abdomen.  The  coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  fdo 
de  Be,  the  corpse  was  interred  with  a  stake  driven  through  it  in 
the  public  highway. 

Jvly  12. — The  Marquis  of  Kockingham  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  administration. 

September  29. — Alderman  William  Cooper  elected  Mayor. 

December  13. — Thomas  Holies,  Duke  of  Newcastle,  took  the 
customary  oaths  at  St.  James's,  London,  on  being  appointed  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  coiuity  of  Nottingham,  and  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Nottingham. 

December  18. — At  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Alderman  Fellows,  at  St.  Mary's,  instead  of  the  usual  scarfs 
given  at  funerals  the  pall-bearers  and  others,  to  the  number  of 
eighteen,  were  presented  with  scarfs  of  a  new  material  (certainly 
a  novel  way  of  introducing  it  to  public  notice) :  they  were  of  the 
finest  China  silk,  and  were  made  in  the  stocking  frame.  A 
contemporary  record  describes  them  as  looking  "extremely  well." 

The  manor  of  Clifton,  near  Nottingham,  was  inclosed  this 
year. 

Death  of  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  the  descendant  of  an  ancient 
family,  which,  from  1690  to  about  this  period,  lived  at  Broxtowe 
Hall,  and  was  closely  connected  by  marriage  with  the  Collins,  of 
whom  the  present  Lord  Carrington  is  a  descendant.  Mr.  Smith 
was  an  officer  in  the  Duke  of  Kingston's  Light  Horse,  and  was 
at  the  battle  of  Culloden,  and  afterwards  commanded  a  troop  in 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  Dragoons,  with  which  regiment  he 
served  several  years  on  the  Continent.  Mr.  Smith  spent  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  time  at  his  mansion  in  Pilcher-gate. 
4  Soon  after  his  decease,  the  Broxtowe  estate  was  sold  to  Lord 
Middleton  for  the  sum  of  £28,000. 

1766. 

1766  An  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  at  this  date  (6  Qeo.  IIL, 
e.  29),  which  provided  that  ''ail  framework-knitted  pieces  or 
stockings  made  of  thread,  cotton,  worsted,  or  yam,  or  any  mixture 
of  the  said  materials,  except  made  of  silk  only,  which  shall  contain 
three  or  more  threads,  shall  be  marked  with  the  same  number  of 
eyelet  holes  in  one  direct  line  in  the  same  course,  so  as  they  shall 
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not  exceed  three  inches  from  the  extreme  eyelet  holes,"  and  a  1766 
penalty  of  £5  was  imposed  for  false  marking,  or  exposing  for  sale 
any  goods  not  marked  as  required  by  the  statute.  This  Act  was 
obtained  under  the  hope  that  the  public  would  be  enabled  to  form 
an  estimate  of  the  quality  of  the  goods  from  the  number  of  eyelet 
holes,  as  it  was  supposed  that  stockings  having  no  eyelet  holes, 
being  made  of  two  threads,  would  be  a  sufficient  distinction.  The 
hosiers  evaded  the  eaactment  by  marking  their  two-thread  stock- 
ings as  three  or  four  threads,  to  which  it  did  not  apply,  as  it  was 
held  to  embitkce  such  fabrics  only  as  contained  ''three  or  more 
threada" 

July  30. — Execution  of  James  Bromage  and  William  Wainer. 
The  former  was  a  gentleman's  servant  out  of  place,  and  bis  com- 
panion in  infamy  was  a  framework-knitter,  and  worked  at  the 
shop  of  a  Mr.  Harris  (now  the  White  Lion  public  house),  Hollow- 
stone.  Wainer  had  borne  an  excellent  character,  and  in  his 
statioa  of  life  had  been  much  respected ;  but  being  disappointed 
in  an  attachment  he  wished  to  form  with  his  master's  daughter,  he 
fled,  half  distracted,  into  Leicestershire,  where,  meeting  with 
Bromage,  he  agreed  to  join  him  in  the  hazardous  career  of  high- 
waymen, and  their  exploits  soon  rendered  them  notorious  in  this 
and  the  neighbouiiug  counties.  They  robbed  a  Mr.  Bobert  Hall, 
of  Durham,  near  Bed-hill,  on  the  Mansfleld-road,  and  thenoe 
proceeded  towards  Coventry,  near  which  place  they  plundered  the 
Chester  coach,  and  were  soon  afterwards  apprehended  in  Coventry. 
Being  identified  as  the  robbers  of  Mr.  Hall,  they  were  brought  to 
Nottingham,  and  capitally  convicted.  The  convicts  were  two  fine 
looking  young  men.  On  the  morning  of  their  execution  they 
were  takan  to  St.  Mary's  church," where  they  heard  "thecondenmed 
sermon,"  and  thence  to  their  graves,  in  which  they  were  permitted 
to  lie  down  to  see  if  they  would  fit.  They  then  walked  to  the 
place  of  excution  in  their  shrouds.  The  aeliy  paleness  of  their 
faces  and  the  dazzb'ng  whiteness  of  xhe  cerements  in  which  they 
were  enshrouded,  as  they  reflected  the  summer's  sun,  seemed  rather 
to  indicate  an  escape  from  the  dominion  of  death  than  an  impend- 
ing subjection  to  it 

isiepismber  16. — John  Moore,  a  stocking-maker,  in  attempting 
to  descend  a  precipitous  rock  near  the  back  of  St.  Mary's  poor- 
house  to  speak  with  a  young  woman  in  the  yard  below,  unfor- 
tunately fell  into  a  pig-cote,  and  was  killed  on  the  spot. 

Septemoer  29. — ^Alderman  Bobie  Swann  elected  Mayor. 

OcCober. — The  popular  outbreak  known  as  "  the  great  cheese 
riot"  The  farmers  demanded  from  28s.  to  30&  per  cwt,  a  price  deemed 
highly  excessive.  The  people  were  so  exasperated  that  their 
violence  broke  loose  like  a  torrent;  cheeses  were  rolled  down 
Wheeler-gate  and  Peck-lane  in  abundance,  many  othei*s  were 
carried  away,  and  the  Mayor,  in  endeavouring  to  restore  peace, 
was  knocked  down  with  one  in  the  open  fair.  The  Fifteenth 
'  Dragoons   (a  regiment  formed  out  of  the  Duke  of    Kingston's 
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1766  light  Horse)  were  sent  for,  and  acted  with  great  vigour  in  quell- 
ing the  tumult,  which  was  not  fully  subdued  until  blood  had  been 
shed.  One  man,  William  Eggleston,  of  Car  Colston,  whilst 
guarding  some  cheese,  was  killed  on  the  spot  by  the  fire  of  a 
dragoon,  and  others  received  injuries.  A  number  of  persons 
were  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  being  parties  to  the  riot,  but 
all  of  them  were  afterwajrds  liberated. 

Up  to  this  year,  the  highway  known  as  the  Flood-road 
(London-road)  bore  a  widely  (Afferent  appearance  from  that  now 
presented.  The  traveller  had  to  wind  his  way  round  two  large 
pools,  except  in  times  of  high  water,  when  there  was  a  road  over 
them  on  wooden  bridges,  which  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose. 
When  the  road  round  the  pools  was  dry,  chains  were  secured 
across  the  bridges  that  went  over  them ;  hence  the  derivation  of 
their  name.  That  feuihest  from  the  town  was  called  the  ''Chainy 
Pool;"  the  other,  about  140  yards  nearer,  was  known  as  the 
"Chainy  Flash."  This  year  both  bridges  were  rebuilt  From 
this  date  up  to  about  1790,  near  the  Flash,  where  the  Seven 
Arches  now  stand,  was  a  side-bridge,  secured  by  a  gate,  through 
which  no  vehicle  was  allowed  to  pass  without  paying  toll.  TUs 
bridge  was  to  the  east  of  the  road,  and  on  the  west  was  a  long 
line  of  planks  raised  by  its  side  for  the  accommodation  of  pedestrian& 
About  1790,  the  structure  known  as  the  Ten  Arch  Bridge  was 
erected.  The  great  flood  of  1795  rendering  it  very  insecure,  it  was 
superseded  in  Uie  following  year  by  the  Seven  Arches,  the  massive 
erection  which  still  exists,  and  promises  to  do  so  many  years  to 
come. 

The  followers  of  the  Bev.  John  Wesley  made  their  first  essay 
in  chapel  building  this  year,  by*  erecting  "  The  Tabernacle,"  or, 
as  it  was  more  commonly  called,  "  The  Octagon,"  from  its  having 
eight  sides.  It  stood  very  near  what  is  now  termed  Octagon- 
place,  between  Milton-street  and  Mount  East-street.  The  receipt 
for  the  sum  it  cost  runs  thus  : — '^  Keceived  the  8th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1767,  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  and  the  Bev.  Mr. 
James  Clough,  the  siun  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  pounds 
two  shillings  and  sevenpence,  in  full,  for  buildmg  the  meeting 
house  in  Nottingham.     John  Nixon." 

From  the  period  of  Mr.  Wesley  preaching  his  first  sermon  in 
-Nottingham  to  the  building  of  the  Tabernacle,  twenty-five  years 
had  elapsed.  Mr.  Wesley  preached  in  it  soon  after  it  was  opened, 
and  it  may  be  remarked  here  that  the  first  time  he  addressed  a 
Nottingham  audience  (1741)  was  in  the  house  of  Mr.  James, 
Pelham-street^  and  that  his  last  discourse  (1788)  was  delivered  in 
Hockley  chapeL  The  tabernacle  was  sold  to  the  General  Baptists 
in  1 782,  when  the  chapel  in  Hockley  was  erected.  The  purchasers, 
on  their  removal  to  Plumptre-place,  sold  it  to  a  cowkeeper  named 
Barnes,  and  it  was  soon  afterwards  taken  down. 
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1767. 

The  Bev.  Samuel  Martin,  M.A.,  appointed  rector  of   St.   1767 
Peter'a 

The  Bev.  George  Beaumont,  LL.B.y  inducted  to  the  rectory 
of  St.  Nicholaa 

February. — ^Mr.  T.  Bailey,  in  one  of  his  interesting  sketches 
illustrative  of  the  changes  in  local  society,  i&c.,  gives  the  following 
description  of  the  obseurvance  of  Shrovetide  at  Aspley  old  hall| 
near  Nottingham,  in  1767  : — "  At  this  date,  Aspley  Hall  was  the 
residence  of  an  old  gentleman  and  lady,  members  of  the  family  at 
Wollaton  Hall,  who  were  always  recognized  under  the  titles  of  his 
*  Honour  and  Madam  Willoughby.'  The  worthy  old  '  Squire,'  for 
■uch  in  truth  was  his  proper  rank  and  title  in  society,  retained, 
along  with  his  attachment  to  the  '  old  religion'  of  the  country,  for 
he  was  a  strict  and  conscientious  Boman  Catholic,  marked  pre- 
dilection for  that  generous  and  promiscuous  hospitality  and 
condescending  familiarity  on  particular  occasions  with  persons  in 
humble  life,  so  characteristic  of  the  manners  and  habits  of  English 
country  gentlemen  a  century  ago.  At  Shrovetide  it  was  the 
custom  of  the  hall  to  provide  batter  and  lard,  fire,  and  frying  pans, 
for  all  the  poor  families  of  Wollaton,  Trowell,  and  Oossall,  who 
chose  to  come  and  eat  their  pancakes  at  his  honour's  mansion. 
The  only  conditions  attached  to  the  feast  were,  that  no  quarrelling 
should  take  place,  and  that  each  wife  and  mother  should  fry  for 
her  owu  family,  and  that  when  the  cake  needed  turning  in  the 
pan,  the  act  ^ould  be  performed  by  tossing  it  in  the  air  and 
catdiing  it  again  in  the  pan  with  the  uncooked  side  down- 
ward&  And  many  were  the  roars  of  laughter  which  took  place 
among  the  merry  groups  in  the  kitchen  at  the  mishaps  which  * 
occurred  in  the  pe^ormance  of  this  feat,  in  which  his  honour  and 
madam  heartily  joined.  Sometimes  the  unfortunate  pancake  came 
slap  upon  the  floor ;  sometimes  it  fell  across  the  edge  of  the  pan, 
half  in  and  half  out,  and  had  to  be  gathered  up  in  the  best  way 
it  could.  When  these  disasters  befel  the  younger  wives  and 
mothers  of  the  assembly,  which  was  most  generally  the  case  owing 
to  their  want  of  experience,  the  old  couple  would  playfully  remark, 
amidst  the  general  titter  of  those  around,  that  the  defaulter  would 
do  better  by  the  time  she  had  half-a-dozen  more  children  to  fry 
for.  As  no  stint  was  put  upon  any  person  or  family  in  respect  of 
how  much  they  should  eat,  the  visitors  generally  took  away  what 
they  came  for,  a  good  feast  of  Madam  Willoughby's  pancake& 
To  preserve  order  as  well  as  to  enjoy  the  humour  of  the  scene  his 
honour  and  madam  always  graced  the  kitchen  with  their  presence, 
seated  in  large  high-backed  chairs,  and  dressed  each  in  one  of 
their  best  holiday  suits.  Beside  the  squire  and  his  lady  was 
generally  seen,  through  most  of  the  entertainments,  a  pale 
^oughtful-looking  man  in  black,  who  at  intervals  pronounced  a 


7S  THS  KOTTIKOHAM  DATB-BOOK. 

1767  benediction  on  the  food,  and  whose  presence  at  the  hall  was  a 
mystery  to  most  of  the  villagers  round ;  as  he  was  never  known 
to  visit  at  any  of  the  houses  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  seldom 
was  seen  far  from  the  precincts  of  the  house,  except  it  might  be 
when  indulging  in  a  ramble  in  the  adjoining  wood.  This  person 
was  in  truth  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  kept  in  the  house,  not  only  to 
conduct  the  devotions  of  the  family,  but  likewise  to  perform  mass 
on  those  stated  days  when  the  small  flock  of  Catholics  from 
Nottingham,  who  at  that  time  had  no  place  of  public  worship  in 
the  town,  were  assembled,  as  was  their  wont,  in  the  private 
chapel  of  Aspley  Hall.  In  addition  to  the  pancakes  each  man 
was  allowed  a  quart  of  good  ale,  women  a  pint,  and  children  a 
gilL  There  being  as  little  stint  put  by  the  worthy  host  and 
hostess  on  gossip  and  good-humoured  pleasantry  among  the  rustics 
as  on  their  eating,  and  their  being  uniformly  about  eight  or  ten 
&milies  in  the  kitchen  at  one  time,  either  waiting  for  or  parbaking 
of  the  products  of  the  four  or  five  frying  pans  that  were  always 
kept  going  at  the  wide  fire  grate,  the  utmost  hilarity  and  cheer^ 
fulness  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  day.  It  was  indeed  a 
real  rural  carnival ;  a  day  towards  which  scores  of  villagers,  and 
more  especially  the  junior  branches,  looked  forward  every  year 
with  feelings  of  greatest  delight." 

August  17. — Execution  of  Robert  Downe.  This  imfortunate 
man  was  but  one  degree  from  being  in  a  state  of  idiotcy.  He  was 
a  native  of  Eckington,  in  Derbyshire,  and  was  accustomed  to 
wander  about  the  country  fi;om  place  to  place,  making  melody 
with  a  flute  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  To  this  vagrant  life  he 
superadded  a  habit  of  indulging  in  petty  depredations,  so  that, 
where  most  known  he  was  least  esteemed.  He  was  also  very 
irritable ;  being  one  day  at  Mansfield  the  sport  of  some  lads,  who 
•  were  annoying  him  in  every  possible  way,  he  ran  after  them  with 
an  open  knife,  and  stabbed  one  of  them,  who  was  deaf  and  dumb, 
so  severely  as  to  occasion  his  death  almost  instantly.  Downe 
made  no  eflbrt  to  escape,  and  suffered  himself  to  be  taken,  scarcely 
seeming  sensible  that  he  had  committed  a  crime.  He  was  executed 
on  Gallows-hill,  and  his  body,  after  dissection,  was  hung  in  chains 
on  Mansfield  Forest,  near  the  spot  where  the  murder  was  per- 
petrated. 

August  30. — Another  victim  for  the  gallows  in  the  person  of 
Thomas  Reynolds.  This  was  a  man  of  brutal  and  vicious  character, 
who  possessed  a  deal  of  low  cunning,  and  who,  from  his  connection 
and  influence  with  thieves,  was  regarded  as  a  p/actitioner  of  the 
Jonathan  "Wild  school.  The  circumstances  which  led  him  to  a 
dishonoured  grave  were  these : — It  happened  that  Samuel  Brown, 
a  framework-knitter,  who  kept  a  shop  of  frames  at  Ms  house  in 
Chesterfield-street,  and  with  whom  Reynolds  worked  as  a  journey- 
man, had  acquired  a  large  sum  of  money  by  introducing  into  the 
town  a  cinnilation  of  spurious  coin,  called  "  Brown's  halfpence." 
Reynolds,  aware  of  this,  formed  a  project  of  sharing  in  the  illicit 
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profits.  Accordingly,  the  premises  were  robbed  of  property  to  a  1767 
considerable  amount.  Being  suspected,  however,  his  house  in 
Orosland's-court,  Narrow-marsh,  was  searched,  and  nearly  the  whole 
ci  the  misfring  property  was  found  therein.  He  and  a  confederate 
named  Wood  were  tried  together  for  the  offence,  and  being  adjudged 
guilty,  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hung,  and  his  companion  to  transpor- 
tation for  lifa  At  the  place  of  execution  he  denied  being  guilty  of 
the  robbery,  but  acknowledged  that  he  merited  death  for  another 
crime :  this  was  believed  to  be  the  murder  of  his  wife. 

September, — ^A  framework-knitter  of  the  town,  named  John 
Shore,  gave  information  to  the  magistrates,  about  this  period,  of 
a  murder  committed  many  years  previous  under  the  following 
eixtraordinary  circumstances : — It  is  necessary  to  premise,  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  September,  1741,  John  Clarke,  a 
young  labourer  in  the  service  of  Mrs.  Blee,  a  widow,  who  occupied 
the  premises  at  St  Ann's  Well,  hearing  a  noise  among  his 
mistress's  poultry  in  the  farm  yard,  became  suspicious  of  some- 
thing being  wrong.  It  was  past  midnight,  and  having  little  doubt 
of  t^efves  being  about,  he  left  his  bed  and  went  down  into  the 
yard,  but  had  scarcely  entered  it  ere  a  gun  was  fired  at  him,  with 
an  aim  so  deadly  as  to  literally  blow  his  skull  to  atoms.  The 
murderers  escaped,  and  although  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against 
persons  unknown  was  returned  by  the  -  coroner's  jury,  yet  no 
discoveiy  had  been  made  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  horrid  deed 
Shore  gave  testimony  that,  to  his  ceri^ain  knowledge,  the  murder 
■was  committed  by  John  Wilkins,  James  Cuff,  and  two  others,  aU 
soldiers  in  General  Churchill's  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  then 
quartered  in  the  town,  and  that  he  knew  they  had  been  out  deer 
stealing,  but  having  been  unsuccessful  they  determined  to  have 
some  of  Widow  Blee's  geese  on  their  return,  but  in  this  they 
were  disappointed  by  the  appearance  of  the  unfortunate  Clarke. 
A  diligent  search  was  now  made  for  the  accused  parties.  Wilkins 
and  Cuff  were  apprehended  a  few  days  after,  and  brought  to  the 
Town  Qaol,  having  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
as  out-pensioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  but  from  the  other  parties 
being  dead  sufficient  evidence  was  not  found  to  convict  upon,  and 
they  were  again  suffered  to  escapa  However,  one  of  them,  soon 
after  on  his  death-bed  made  an  acknowledgment  of  the  guilt  of 
aU  four. 

September  29. — Alderman  James  Hombuckle  elected  Mayor. 

This  year  is  memorable  as  the  date  of  the  introduction  of 
Hargreaves's  "  spinning  jenny,"  the  first  great  discovery  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton.  This  machine  enabled  a  spinner  to  spin 
^eight  threads  with  the  same  facility  that  one  had  been  previously; 
and  the  machine  was  subsequently  brought  to  such  perfection  as 
to  enable  a  little  girl  to  work  no  fewer  than  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  spindles.  It  is  supposed  that  there  is  no 
individual  to  whom  the  manufacturers  of  this  country  are  so 
largely  indebted  as  to  James  Hargreaves.     Never  was  the  maxim, 
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1767  <ie9i  le  premier  pas  que  ooute^  more  completely  verified  than  on  this 
occasion.  No  sooner  had  it  been  seen  what  a  simple  mechanical 
contrivance  cotdd  effect  than  the  attention  of  ingenious  men  was 
immediately  awakened  to  the  subject,  and  the  path  was  opened 
by  following  which  so  many  important  discoveries  and  inventions 
have  been  made.  But  however  much  Hargreaves's  inventions 
(the  spinning  jenny  not  being  the  only  one)  may  have  tended  to 
enrich  others,  to  himself  they  were  productive  of  little  but 
disaster  and  distress.  The  moment  the  intelligence  transpired 
that  he  had  invented  a  machine  by  which  the  spinning  of  cotton 
was  greatly  facilitated,  an  ignorant  and  infuriated  mob,  composed 
chiefly  of  persons  engaged  in  that  employment,  broke  into  his 
house  and  destroyed  his  model;  and  some  time  after,  when 
experience  had  fully  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  jenny, 
the  Blackburn  mob  again  resorted  to  violence,  and  not  only  broke 
into  Hargreaves's  house,  but  into  the  houses  of  most  of  those  who 
had  adopted  his  machines,  which  were  everywhere  proscribed. 
In  consequence  of  this  continued  persecution  Hargreaves  removed 
from  Blackburn  to  Nottingham,  and  here  he  built,  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Thomas  James,  a  small  factory  at  the  top  of 
Mill-street.*  Here,  having  obtained  a  patent,  he  constructed  a 
new  jenny  to  spin  eighty-four  threads  at  once.  He  had  scarcely, 
however,  put  his  machinery  into  operation  ere  his  invention  was 
pirated  by  some  Nottingham  rivals,  who,  having  been  cotton 
spinners  by  the  old  method,  were  anxious  to  retain  the  whole  of 
iheir  trade.  The  patent  was  also  infringed  upon  by  several  of 
the  Lancashire  manufacturers,  and  Hargreaves  gave  all  the  parties 
notice  of  actions  against  them.  The  Nottingham  spinners  formed 
a  powerful  coalition  with  the  hosiers,  but  the  Lancashire  pirates 
endeavoured  to  effect  a  compromise.  With  this  in  view,  they 
sent  a  delegate,  who  offered  Hargreaves  £3,000  for  permission  to 
use  his  madiine,  but  the  inventor  at  first  demanded  £7,000,  and 
at  last  stood  out  for  £4,000.  The  negociation  being  broken  off 
the  actions  proceeded;  but  before  tiiey  came  to  a  trial,  the 
patentee's  attorney  discovered  that  his  client,  before  leaving 
Lancashire,  had  sold  some  jennies  to  obtain  clothing  for  his  chil- 
dren, and  was  obliged  in  consequence  to  give  up  the  actions 
despairing  of  obtaining  a  verdict.  The  subsequent  history  of 
Hargreaves  is  thus  represented  : — Mr.  John  James,  t  the  son  of 
Mr.  Thomas  James,  joiner  (Mr.  Hargreaves's  partner),  who  died 
on  the  29th  of  April,  1836,  in  the  93rd  year  of  his  age,  remem- 
bered Hargreaves  very  well :  he  was,  he  said,  "  a  stout,  broad-set 

*  The  ■tructure  stands  at  the  north-«Mt  corner  of  Hill-street  (Wollaton-atreet)  and  is  of 
a  very  unpretending  character.  It  has  been  converted  into  small  dwelling-houses.  The 
house  in  wnidi  Mr.  Hargreaves  lived  was  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 

t  Mr.  John  James  died  in  Lambley  Ho8|>itals,  and  had  been  a  cotton  spinner  himseU 
He  was  a  Junior  Councilman  of  the  old  Corporation,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  AUevne,  in  1798.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  distinguished  himself 
as  an  active  partian  of  the  old  Blue  or  Tory  interest ;  and  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  six 
equestrians  who,  in  blue  silk  dresses,  toolc  part  in  the  procession  in  compliment  to  the  late 
John  Laoook  Storey,  Esq. ,  on  his  return  from  London  in  1770  after  his  successful  application 
to  the  Coort  of  King's  Bench  for  the  reappointment  of  a  Junior  Council. 
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man,  about  five  feet  ten  inches  high.  He  first  worked  in  Netting-  1767 
ham  with  Mr.  Shipley,  about  1768,  and  here  my  father  first  met 
with  him.  He  was  making  jennies  for  Shipley,  who  then  wished 
to  go  into  the  cotton  spinning.  My  father  prevailed  upon  him  to 
leave  Shipley,  and  embark  with  him  in  a  new  concern ;  and  money 
was  borrowed  by  my  father,  principally  on  the  mortgage  of  some 
freehold  property,  on  which  they  were  to  erect  their  mill.  The 
mill  was  erected  and  two  dwelling-houses,  in  one  of  which  my 
father  resided,  and  in  the  other  was  Mr.  Hargreaves's  family  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  I  myself  paid  Mrs.  Hargreaves  £400 
from  my  j&ither  on  the  death  of  her  husband."  The  widow, 
having  other  property  which  Hargreaves  had  accumulated,  be- 
queathed the  whole  of  the  sum  to  her  children.  Hargreaves  died 
on  the  22nd  of  April,  1778,  aged  60  years. 

1768. 

Richard  Arkwright,  the  inventor  of  the  spinning  frame,  1768 
became  a  resident  of  Nottingham.  This  eminent  cotton  spinner 
was  bom  in  1732,  at  Pi-eston,  in  Lancashire.  His  parents  were 
very  poor,  and  he  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  thirteen 
children  ;  so  that  we  may  suppose  the  school  education  he  received, 
if  he  ever  was  at  school  at  all,  to  have  been  extremely  limited. 
Indeed,  but  little  learning  would  probably  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  profession  to  which  he  was  bred,  that  of  a  barbei^.  This 
business  he  continued  to  follow  till  he  was  nearly  30  years  of  age. 
About  the  year  1760,  or  soon  after,  he  gave  up  his  humble  trade, 
and  commenced  business  as  an  itinerant  dealer  in  hair,  collecting 
the  commodity  by  travelling  up  and  down  the  country,  and  then, 
after  he  had  dressed  it,  selling  it  again  to  the  wig  makers,  with 
whom  he  very  soon  acquired  the  character  of  keeping  a  better 
article  than  any  of  his  competitors.  The  precise  era  of  Arkwright's 
discovery  in  spinning  is  not  known ;  but  it  is  most  probable  that 
the  felicitous  idea  of  spinning  by  rollers  had  occurred  to  his  mind 
at  the  period  when  Hargreaves  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  jenny,  or  almost  immediately  after.  Not  being  himself  a 
practiod  mechanic,  Arkwright  employed  a  person  of  the  name  of  ^ 

John  Kay,  a  watchmaker  at  Warrington,  to  assist  him  in  the 
preparation  of  parts  of  his  machine.  His  invention  being  at 
length  brought  into  a  pretty  advanced  state,  Arkwright,  accom- 
panied by  Day,  and  a  Mr.  Smalley,  of  Preston,  removed  to  . 
Nottingham  in  1768,  in  order  to  avoid  the  attack  of  the  same 
lawless  rabble  that  had  driven  away  Hargreaves.  Arkwright's 
operations  here  were  at  first  greatly  fettered  by  a  want  of  capital. 
At  length,  a  command  of  the  necessary  funds  was  obtained  by 
means  of  a  connection  with  Messrs.  Strutt  and  Need,*  and 
Arkwright  proceeded  to  erect  a  mill.     This,  the  first  cotton  mill 

*  Bef«r«Doe  it  made  to  this  at  pag*  t6. 
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X76g  in  the  world,  was  built  on  a  piece  of  ground  between  Woolpaok- 
lane  and  Hockley.*  The  machinery  was  driven  by  horsea 
Arkwright  took  out  a  patent  for  spinning  by  rollers  in  1769. 
Working  the  machinery  by  horse  power  proving  too  expensive, 
and  steam  being  scarcely  known,  the  town  lost  the  benefit  of  being 
the  cradle  of  the  invention  in  1771,  by  Arkwright  removing  to 
Cromford,  where  he  had  built  a  second  factory  on  a  much  k^ger 
scale,  the  machinery  of  which  w^  turned  by  a  water  wheeL 

It  would  be  needless  to  enter  minutely  into  the  details  of 
Arkwright's  subsequent  career.  He  became  a  very  wealthy  man. 
His  partnership  with  the  Messrs.  Strutt  terminated  about  1783, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  retain  the  works  at  Cromford, 
'  and  Messrs.  Strutt  the  works  at  Belper,  which  are  still  conducted 
by  surviving  members  of  the  family.  In  1786,  Arkwright  was 
appointed  High  Sheriff  of  Derbyshire ;  and  having  presented  an 
addi*ess  of  congratulation  to  the  King  from  that  county,  on  his 
escape  from  the  attempt  of  Margaret  Nicholson  on  lus  life,  he 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood.  Sir  Richard  died  at  his  house 
at  Cromford,  August  3rd,  1792,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 
The  most  marked  ti-aits  in  the  character  of  Arkwright  were  his 
wonderful  ardour,  energy,  and  perseverance.  He  commonly 
laboured  in  his  multifarious  concerns  from  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  till  nine  at  night ;  and  when  considerably  more  than  fifty 
years  of  age,  feeling  that  the  defects  of  his  education  placed  him 
under  great  difficulty  and  inconvenience  in  conducting  his  corres- 
pondence, and  in  the  general  management  of  his  business,  he 
encroached  upon  his  sleep  in  order  to  gain  one  hour  each  day  to 
learn  English  grammar,  and  another  to  improve  his  writing  and 
orthography.  He  was  impatient  of  whatever  interfered  with  his 
favourite  pursuits ;  and  the  fact  il3  too  strikingly  characteristic 
not  to  be  mentioned,  that  he*  separated  from  his  wife  not  many 
years  after  their  marriage ;  because  she,  being  convinced  that  he 
would  stctrve  his  family  by  scheming  when  he  should  have  been 
shaving,  broke  some  of  his  experimental  models  of  machinery. 
Arkwright  was  a  severe  economist  of  time ;  and,  that  he  might 
not  waste  a  moment,  he  generally  travelled  with  four  horses,  and 
at  a  very,  rapid  speed.  He  had  extensive  concerns  in  Derbyshire, 
Lancashire,  and  Scotland;  and  his  speculative  schemes,  which 
were  vast  and  daring,  generally  proved  advantageous.  The  efforts 
which  he  put  forth  in  ej^tablishing  his  machinery  were  the  more 
remarkable  from  being  made  while  in  bad  health.  During  the 
whole  of  his  career  he  was  labouring  under  a  very  severe  asthmatic 
affection. 

Mr.  Richard  Arkwright,  the  son  of  Sir  Richard,  succeeded 
to  all  his  possessions,  estimated  at  the  value  of  about  half  a  million 
sterling.  As  the  profits  of  cotton  spinning  then,  and  for  years 
afterwards,  were  counted  by  shillings  per  pound  instead  of  farthingSi 
as  now,  except  in  finer  numbers,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  by 


*  The  mill,  which  wm  subsequently^  burnt  down,  occupied  the  lite  of  the  present  mil 


in  Hockley,  opposite  the  end  of  do«lpit>lane. 
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his  extensive  spinneries  in  Cromford,  Bakewell,  and  Manchester  1768 
alone,  he  oould  not  have  derived  a  less  clear  income  than  £100,000 
per  year.  He  died  at  his  seat,  Willersley  Castle,  near  Cromford, 
in  1843,  possessed  of  nearly  seven  millions  sterling  in  personal 
property  alone,  irrespective  of  landed  estates.  He  was  thus  the 
most  ponderous  capitalist  in  Europe.  In  his  will  there  was  one 
line  which  contained  more,  perhaps,  than  one  line  ever  before 
written:  "I  bequeath  to  my  son-in-law,  Sir  R.  "Wigram,  one 
million  sterling."  From  taste,  and  not  from  niggardly  notions  of 
saving,  he  had  lived  without  any  ostentatious  display :  the  scale 
of  his  household  expenditure  is  said  not  to  have  exceeded  £3,000 
per  annum,  of  which  the  larger  portion  was  laid  out  upon  his 
gaidens,  on  which  he  prided  himself ;  so  that  by  the  natural  and 
equable  force  of  accumulation  during  fifty-two  years,  even  had  not 
one  pound  of  surplus  income  been  re-invested  and  made  to  bear 
interest,  he  must  still  have  been  possessed  of  millions. 

Two  persons  of  the  names  of  Cranes  and  Porter  obtained  a 
patent  for  making  brocade  work  upon  the  stocking-frame,  the  most 
beautiful  fabric  ever  wrought  thereon.  Blackner  states  that  "all 
the  variegated  colours  of  the  rainbow  were  cast  into  captivating 
shades ;  all  the  tints  and  curves  of  the  full-blown  carnation  were 
displayed  in  their  diversifying  splendour ;  and  the  twigs  and  branches 
of  trees  wei-e  represented  in  all  their  intertwining  forms."  This 
branch  of  manufacture  has  become  obsolete.  The  material  was  too 
high-priced,  and  the  fashion  of  flowered  waistcoats  ceased  to  prevail. 

September  29. — Alderman  William  Foulds  elected  Mayor. 

November  17. — Death  of  Thomas  Pelham  Holies,  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  at  his  house  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  aged  75  yeara 

December, — Henry  Fynes  Pelham  Clinton,  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
elected  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of  Nottingham,  vacant  by  the 
demise  of  the  previous  Duke. 

At  the  general  election  this  year,  the  Hon.  Colonel  William 
Howe  and  John  Plumptre,  Esq.,  were  chosen  to  represent  the 
town ;  John  Thomhaugh  Hewitt,  Esq.,  and  the  (Hon.  Thomas 
Willoughby  were  returned  for  the  county. 

1769. 

January  9. — ^The  County  Hall,  on  the  High-pavement,  being  1769 
very  dilapidated  and  insecure  (remaining  in  the  same  state  as 
described  in  page  14),  the  magistrates  came  to  the  resolution  of 
rebuilding  and  enlarging  it.  A  petition  for  an  Act  of  Parliament 
to  give  them  the  necessary  powers  was  consequently  agreed  upoUi 
and  signed  by  the  magistrates  and  freeholders  present. 

The  necessity  for  a  new  gaol  had  long  been  felt,  though  no 
steps  had  hitherto  been  taken  by  the  county  to  promote  it 
Deering  and  Blackner,  in  their  local  histories,  allude  to  an 
occurrence  in  1724,  which  showed  even  then  how  bad  an  opinion 
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1769^  one  of  the  Judges  was  led  to  form  of  the  ancient  structure.  As 
those  writera  have  only  very  imperfectly  alluded  to  the  circum- 
stance, the  following  extract  from  the  Nottingham  Courant  of 
that  date  may  not  prove  uninteresting : — '*  On  Friday  last  [March 
17,  1724],  Sir  Littleton  Powis,  Judge  of  the  Assize,  came  inhere, 
being  met  as  usual  by  the  High  Sheriff,  attended  by  a  good 
number  of  gentlemen  on  horseback,  though  a  very  rainy  day. 
On  Saturday  was  commission  day  for  the  county  of  the  town,  but 
there  was  no  business  worth  mentioning.  On  Monday  morning, 
after  his  lordship  had  gone  into  the  County  Hall,  and  a  great 
crowd  of  people  being  there,  a  tracing  or  two  that  supported  the 
floor  broke  and  fell  in,  and  several  people  fell  in  with  it  about 
three  yards  into  the  cellar  underneath,  some  of  whom  were  a  little 
bruised ;  but  one  Fillingham  was  pretty  much  hurt,  the  skin  and 
flesh  of  one  leg  being  stript  up  from  the  bone,  and  thought  to  be 
in  danger.  This  occasioned  a  great  consternation  in  Court; 
some  apprehending  the  whole  Hall  might  fall,  others  crying  out 
fire,  &c.,  which  made  several  people  get  out  of  the  windows. 
The  Judge,  being  also  terribly  frighted,  cried  out,  '  A  plot !  A 
plot  V  but  the  consternation  being  soon  over,  the  Court  proceeded 
to  business  :  however,  his  lordship  told  the  grand  jury  and  gentle- 
man he  would  lay  a  fine  of  £2,000  on  the  county  for  not  providing  a 
better  hall,  not  doubting  but  if  they  built  a  new  one,  or  got  the 
old  one  well  repaired,  but  on  their  petition  his  Majesty  would 
remit  the  tine.  At  tlie  request  of  the  hon.  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  we  are  told,  the  fine  was  suspended."  Instead  of  rebuilding 
the  Hall,  or  paying  the  tine,  the  county  disputed  the  Judge's 
power  to  impose,  and  though  successful,  they  spent  half  as  much 
money  in  their  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  as  would  have 
provided  a  better  strupture.  Thirty-five  years  were  suffered  to 
elapse  before  a  new  Hall  was  finally  agreed  upon.  Mr.  Gandon, 
of  London,  was  the  architect,  and  the  building,  was  erected 
in  the  course  of  the  following  year.  The  contract  was  entered 
into  by  a  builder  named  Pickford,  of  Derby,  who  completed 
it  for  the  sum  of  £2,500. 

February  17. — Murder  of  Mr.  Thos.  Bui-rill,  of  Newark.  The 
deceased  was  a  pawnbroker  of  good  property,  aged  79  years. 
A  short  time  before  his  death  he  had  taken  a  watch  in  pawn  for 
30a,  of  a  man  named  Hebb,  residing  at  Claypole,  who,  as  it  will 
be  seen,  suffered  death  for  the  injury  he  subsequently  inflicted 
upon  him.  Hebb,  with  his  brother  and  another  person,  formed  a 
scheme  to  recover  the  watch  without  discharging  the  lien  upon  it, 
but  in  their  first  attempt  miscarried.  However,  at  the  date 
indicated  in  the  margin,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  Hebbs  were 
seen  to  come  out  of  Bumll's  house  by  several  people,  and  were 
heard  to  say  that  "  they  had  done  for  the  old  rogue."  Strange  as 
it  may  appear,  no  one  was  known  to  enter  the  place  till  next  day, 
Burnll  living  alone,  when  he  was  found  extended  on  the  floor 
quite  dead,  having  evidently  been  strangled.     Suspicion  being 


THE  NOTTINOHAM  DATE-BOOK.  79 

entertained  against  Hebb  and  his  associates,  they  fled  into  1769 
Lincolnshire,  but  were  apprehended  at  Welboum,  and  brought  to 
Newark  by  a  strong  guard  of  constables.  Their  examination 
before  the  magistrates  occupied  twelve  hours.  At  length,  William 
Hebb,  one  of  the  three,  made  a  confession.  He  said  that  he  himself 
was  the  murderer,  and  the  other  two,  Daniel  Hebb  and  Thomas 
Moore,  accessories  to  the  fact.  Under  pretence  of  treating  the 
old  man  they  took,  he  said,  some  gin  with  them,  into  which  they 
had  put  two  ounces  of  laudanum,  and  while  in  a  profound  sleep 
they  strangled  him.  They  then  removed  everything  from  the 
premises  that  they  could  secrete  on  their  persons.  The  magistrates 
folly  committed  tibem  for  trial.  At  the  ensuing  March  Assizes, 
more  than  twenty  witnesses  were  examined  in  relationship  to  the 
charge ;  but  the  evidence,  with  the  exception  of  William  Hebb's 
confession,  being  entirely  of  a  circjumstaiitial  nature  the  jury  took 
a  very  merciful  view  of  the  case,  and,  acquitting  two  of  the 
prisoners,  found  William  Hebb  alone  guilty.  And  now  occurred 
another  of  those  anomalous  departures  from  established  usage  so 
characteristic  of  the  times,  and  which  form  so  striking  a  contrast 
with  modem  practice.  The  convict  expressed  a  desire  that  his 
cousin  Moore,  who  was  tried  with  him  for  the  murder,  "  might  be 
allowed  to  do  the  last  sad  office  by  fixing  the  rope,"  for  this,  he 
thought,  ''  might  have  a  good  effect,  and  tend  greatly  to  work  a 
reformation  in  him  ;"  and  the  authorities  were  only  too  happy  in 
indulging  his  whim.  He  was  tried  on  the  Wednesday,  and 
executed  the  Friday  succeeding.  In  the  interim  he  appeared 
quite  resigned,  expressing  no  other  uneasiness  than  that  arising 
from  his  dislike  of  having  to  be  anatomized ;  but  his  friends  as 
was  usual  in  such  cases,  assuring  him  that  his  remains  would  be 
interred,  the  thought  gave  him  no  further  disquietude.  To  still 
further  colour  the  hope  of  interment  his  deceiving  friends  pro- 
cured a  shroud,  and  had  it  carried  into  his  cell  by  the  turnkey, 
which  he  tried  on  with  all  the  calmness  imaginable.  At  ten 
o'clock  on  Friday  morning  he  began,  he  said,  to  think  the  time 
for  his  departure  long,  wishing  for  his  releasement.  A  short  time 
after  being  informed  that  the  clergyman  had  called  to  assist  him 
in  his  devotions,  he  expressed  great  joy,  and  immediately  joined 
him  in  prayer.  The  solemn  procession  set  out  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Hebb  and  his  cousin  Moore  were  placed  in  the  cart,  and  on  the 
passage  through  the  town  and  up  the  hill  the  dying  man  appeared 
surprisingly  cheerful.  When  within  sight  of  the  gallows  he 
begged  the  singers  would  begin  the  penitential  Psalm,  "in  which," 
states  the  record,  "  he  joined  with  amazing  alacrity,  so  that  his 
voice  was  distinguished  by  the  numerous  auditors  to  be  superior 
in  strength  to  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  service."  From  the 
gallows  the  man  delivered,  in  impassioned  terms,  an  admonitory 
address.  Cousin  Moore  proving  too  timid  to  fulfil  his  task, 
Hebb  had  to  fix  the  noose  himself,  which  he  was  verv  careful  to 
stretch  and  properly  adjust.     Then   taking  a  paper  from  his 
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1769  pocket,  he  kissed  it  earnestly,  pressed  it  in  his  right  hand,  recom- 
mended his  soul  to  Grod  who  gave  it,  and  in  the  most  heroic 
manner  imaginable  launched  into  the  other  world.  While  hanging 
the  paper  was  taken  from  his  hand,  which  proved  to  be  a  most 
tender  letter  from  his  wifa  The  corpse  was  removed  to  St.  Ann's 
Well,  where  it  was  dissected  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  sentence. 
The  bones  of  the  malefactor,  arranged  on  wires,  ornamented  the 
studio  of  a  medical  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhood,  for  many 
years  afterwards. 

The  annexed  account  of  the  salaries,  ^,  paid  out  of  the 
Corporation  funds  trom  Lady-day,  1768,  to  Lady-day,  1769,  is  a 
faithful  transcript  of  an  authentic  document,  and  forms  a  remark- 
able contrast  with  the  disbursement  of  the  present  day  : — 

The  Chamberlains'  Fee 

Duplioatefl  for  the  Bental 

Books 

Engrossing  the  Account 

The  Mayor  for  the  year 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  receives  the 
Exhibition  Money  for  the  Kmg's  Bench  and 
Manhalsea  Prisoners,  each  20s.,  and  receipts 
2b.,  in  all        . .  .  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Sheriffs  for  their  chief  rent  . . 

Same,  for  their  Close 

Same,  for  Tolls  given  up  to  the  Corporation 

The  Coroners        . .  . .  . .  • . 

The  Town  Clerk    .. 

The  Bridgemasters,  for  the  lane  to  the  Malt-mill   . . 

The  Mace-Bearer  . . 

The  other  Serjeant 

The  Chief  Bent  of  Lambley  Land 

The  Beadle 

The  Keeper  of  the  Meadows. . 

The  Kee^>er  of  the  Fields  and  Woods    . . 

St.  Peter  s  Sexton,  for  ringing  four  o'clock  bell 

The  Bell-man 

The  Mayoress  for  pins 

The  Mayor  for  the  Fruit  Toll 

The  Mayor  for  Wine 

Michael  Kayes,  for  cleaning  the  issue  of  the  Leen, 
near  the  Misdi-mill 

The  Pinder,  for  part  of  the  Finder's  Fee,  sold  to 
Mr.  Sherwin  . .  . ,  . . 

To  30  Poor  Men  and  Women  of  St.  Nicholas's 
Parish,  interest  on  Mrs.  Bilbie's  £20 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  for  a  way  to  the  Leen 

The  Deputy  Beoorder 

A  Chanty  given  by  Lady  Grantham 

The  Town's  Waits,  40s.  each. . 

For  ringing  the  Mayor's  Bell  at  nine  o'clock 

Distribution  of  Bread,  per  Bobinson's  Charity 

Thomas  Widdowson  for  cleaning  Long-stairs 

Samuel  Upton  for  mole  catching  (half-year) 

For  ringing  the  Bfarket  Bell . . 

April  5. — Death  of  a  Mrs.  Butler,  aged  92  years,  in  Narrow- 
marsh,  where,  it  is  remarkable,  she  had  lived  all  her  lifetime. 

June  2. — ^We  are  induced  to  notice  a  marriage  that  took  place 
this  day  at  Bulwell,  viewing  it  as  illustrative  of  the  partiality  for 
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dicqplay  characteristic  of  the  period.  The  bridegroom  was  Mr.  1769 
Charles  Copeland,  merchant,  and  the  bride,  Fanny,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Melville,  hosier,  of  the  above  villaga  The  following  order 
of  procession  was  observed  to  and  from  the  church.  The  mother 
and  father  of  the  young  lady  led  the  way,  followed  by  her  more 
distant  relations,  two  and  two ;  then  came  the  bridesmaids,  and 
next  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  succeeded  by  sixteen  of  the  bride's 
own  sisters  and  brothers  dressed  in  white,  with  white  favours. 
After  the  ceremony  the  company  returned  to  Mr.  Melville's  house, 
and  joined  in  a  very  elegant  entertainment.  The  newly  married 
pair  had  each  of  them  seventeen  of  their  own  brothers  and  sisters 
then  living. 

AugtisL — Death  of  Daniel  Finch,  Eari  of  Winchelsea  and 
Nottingham.  His  lordship's  great  ancestor,  Daniel  Finch,  was 
created  Earl  of  Nottingham  in  1681.  This  illustrious  personage 
was  Lord  Chancellor  from  1673  to  1682,  and  was  a  consummate 
Equity  Judge.  His  remains  lie  at  Eavenstone,  in  the  county  of 
Buckingham.  Daniel,  the  eldest  son,  not  only  succeeded  to  the 
title,  but  on  the  failure  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Finch  family, 
to  the  Earldom  of  Winchelsea  also.  Both  titles  are  now  enjoyed 
by  his  lineal  representative,  the  present  Earl  of  Winchelsea  and 
Nottingham. 

August. — Inclosure  of  the  manor  of  Hucknall  Torkard. 
The  expense,  including  the  procurement  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
commissioners'  fees,  fencing,  du;.,  swallowed  up  the  entire  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  1 10  acres  of  the  inclosure. 

August  19. — ^The  Jov/mal  of  this  date  records  the  remarkable 
fact  that  Mrs.  Melville,  of  Bulwell  (the  mother  of  the  young  lady 
whose  marriage  is  referred  to  above),  was  safely  delivered  of  her 
thirtieth  child  on  the  11th  of  the  month.  Mrs.  Melville  had  only 
recently  entered  upon  her  45th  year. 

September  27. — The  Duke  of  Kingston  having  accepted  the  office 
of  Recorder  of  Nottingham  (which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  elected 
previously,  had  respectfully  declined),  arrived  at  the  Town  Hall, 
attended  by  a  splendid  retinue,  to  undergo  the  usual  installation. 
The  noble  Duke  was  received  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Body  Corporate,  and  being  conducted  to  the 
hustings,  took  the  necessary  oaths  administered  to  him  in  the 
presence  of  several  thousand  spectators.  His  Grace  delivered  a 
short  speech,  thanking  the  town  for  the  high  honour  conferred 
upon  him.  He  then  joined  with  the  Corporation  in  a  procession 
to  the  Blackmoor's  Head,  where  his  Grace  had  provided  a  sump- 
tuous entertainment,  to  which  all  the  gentleman  of  the  Livery  and 
others  were  invited. 

September  29. — Alderman  Humphrey  HoUins  succeeded  to 
the  Mayoralty. 

October  11. — A  young  woman,  19  years  of  age,  having  been 
convicted  of  obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  was  stripped 
to  the  waist  in  the  Market-place  (it  being  market  day),  and 
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1769  publicly  whipped  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessioiis. 
Public  flagellation  was  the  ordinary  mode  of  punishment. 

OctoSsr  16. — ^The  Rev.  Samuel  Eaton,  D.D.,  died  at  his 
residence  on  the  High-pavement,  after  a  lingering  illness,  in  the 
67th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  divine  of  great  erudition,  and 
had  officiated  among  the  Dissenters  in  this  town  more  than  thirty 
years. 

1770. 

1770  Ja/iitiary  13. — This  day,  Saturday,  another  instance  of  the 
little  regard  entertained  by  the  magistracy  for  public  decency  was 
exhibited  in  the  flagellation  of  a  female,  who  had  been  detected 
in  stealing  pocket  handkerchiefs  from  a  draper^s  shop.  The 
culprit  was  a  young  woman  in  service  with  a  fturmer  in  the 
country.  She  was  listened  to  a  cart,  and  whipped  all  the  way 
from  the  Weekday  Cross  to  the  Malt  Cross  in  the  Maricet-place. 

JcmwMry  28. — The  establishment  of  the  Ministry  under  Lord 
North,  at  this  period,  forms  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  party. 
By  it  the  Whigs  lost  the  monopoly  of  power,  which  they  did  not 
recover  tiU  sixty  years  after. 

Maareh  30. — ^The  Rev.  Nathan  Haines,  D.D.,  inducted  to  the 
living  of  St.  Mary's,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Berdmore. 

April  14. — A  writ  of  numdamuSf  issued  from  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  was  served  on  the  Mayor,  and  four  copies  of  the 
same  on  members  of  the  Corporation,  commanding  them  to 
assemble  forthwith  at  the  Guildhall  and  elect  six  burgesses  into 
the  office  of  Common  Councilman,  according  to  ancient  usage. 
The  privilege  of  electing  Junior  or  Common  Coimcilmen  had  not 
been  exercised  for  forty-eight  years.  The  Corporation  had 
strenuously  opposed  the  application  to  the  Court,  and  their  defeat 
was  naturally  a  source  of  great  exultation  to  the  anti-Corporate 
or  old  Blue  Party,  who  indulged  in  a  great  public  rejoicing.  The 
six  gentlemen  who  were  elected  were  Messrs.  Cornelius  Launder, 
Thomas  Frost,  John  Morriss,  Thomas  Rawson,  Charles  Brown, 
and  John  Sterland,  all  of  the  Blue  interest.  It  was  understood 
that  the  principal  object  which  induced  the  suing  parties  to  seek 
for  the  re-election  of  a  Junior  Council  was  based  on  the  expectation 
that  the  Corporation  would  be  compelled  to  select  their  Chamber- 
lains from  that  body.  This  might  have  given  them  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  rising  to  the  highest  offices,  and  have  caused  the 
election  of  two  Junior  Councilmen  every  year,  thus  in  process  of 
time  changing  the  political  complexion  of  the  body.  Nor  was  it 
long  before  this  question  was  brought  before  Lord  Mansfield,  who 
had  presided  at  the  previous  trial ;  but  his  lordship  informed  the 
Junior  Councilmen  that  they  "  must  be  contented  in  their  present 
stations,  as  the  Mayor,  like  every  other  independent  gentleman, 
hid  a  right  to  choose  his  own  Chamberlains  or  Stewards." 
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April  18. — For  many  years  previous  to  this,  the  bakers  of  1770 
this  town  had  been  permitted  by  tlie  Corporation  to  stack  their 
oven  fuel  upon  Tollhouse-hill,  where  the  Lambley  Hospitals  and 
a4)c^<^ii^  premises  now  stand.  This  fuel  consisted  chiefly  of 
gorse .  kids,  gathered  in  immense  quantities  off  the  Forest.  At 
the  date  indicated  the  stacks  were  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
ihe  conflagration  being  very  great,  and  raging  in  the  night  time, 
it  cheated  great  consternation,  so  much  so  indeed  tliat  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  villages  for  miles  around  cauie  flocking  toward  the  town, 
imagining  that  its  destruction  was  inevitable.  The  Mayor  oflered 
a  reward  of  twenty  guineas  for  the  conviction  of  the  supposed 
incendiary. 

The  only  fire  engine  kept  in  the  town  was  stationed  in  the 
ante^urch  of  St.  Mary's.  This  was  so  for  many  yeai's  subse- 
quently, and  numerous  persons  living  cau  recollect  the  saci*ed 
edifice  being  the  public  fire  station. 

April  23. — The  Shire  Hall  being  in  course  of  re-erection,  the 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  were  held  in  the 
Guildhall.  An  old  man  aged  80,  for  stealing  hay,  and  a  woman 
named  Hawley,  for  stealing  two  cotton  gowns,  were  Kentenced  to 
be  publicly  whipped  at  the  Malt  Cross. 

At  the  town  se.ssIon8,  the  same  week,  Jolm  Lord,  for  stealing 
a  pair  of  window  curtains  from  the  Crown  Inn,*  was  sentenced 
to  be  publicly  whipped  from  the  Weekday  Ci*08S  to  the  Malt 
Cross,  and  back  to  the  Hen  Cross,  and  then  discharged. 

Having  thus  shown  that  neither  age  nor  sex  were  exempt 
from  the  degrading  infliction  of  the  whip,  it  wiU  not  be  necessary 
to  adduce  further  instances,  unless  attend(^d  by  extraordinary 
circumstances. 

Jult/  11. — Mr.  Richard  Butler,  one  of  the  Coi-oners,  elected 
an  Alderman  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Alderman  Robie  Swann,  mer- 
chant, of  the  Long-row,  deceased. 

JtUt/  12. — Mr.  Alexander  Caruthers  elected  to  the  office  oi 
Coroner. 

JtUj/. — The  assize  trials  for  the  county  were  heard  in  the 
Guildhall  and  the  Exchange  Boom.  Prisoners  were  tried  in  the 
former,  and  the  cause  list  was  dis})osed  of  in  the  latter. 

August  5. — Death  of  John  Willimot,  Gent.,  at  Bumham,  in 
Norfolk,  the  oldest  bui^gess  of  Nottingham,  being  in  his  98th 
year.  He  had  been  a  vintner  in  the  town,  but  left  it,  it  is  said, 
"in  disgust,^'  in  1723.  In  the  year  1754,  he  came  to  vote  at  the 
contested  election  for  Sir  Willoughby  Aston  and  John  Plumptre, 
Esq.,  attired  in  a  complete  suit  of  light  blue  velvet,  the  buttons  of 
which  consisted  of  shillings  and  sixpences  of  Queen  Anne's  reign. 

*  The  Crowo  Inn  was  an  extensive  establishment,  including  the  building  on  the  Long^ 
row,  now  divided  and  occupied  by  the  Misses  Addicott,  milliners,  and  Mr.  K^e,  tailor,  and 
ostAmfldinga  in  the  rear.  The  structure  alluded  to  is  supposed  to  bo  five  centuries  old,'  the 
di^  on  ite  antique  front,  173tf,  merely  indicating  the  time  of  its  renovation.  Some  of  the 
wi^Ib  are  oi  an  amazing  thickness,  and  the  quantity  of  oak  used  in  its  construction  is  very 
mat,  evidencing  piainlv  that  the  neighbouring  forest  was  laid  under  heavy  contribution. 
Tbe  Crown  was  a  fiivounte  place  of  resort  for  the  aristocracy,  and  during  the  re-erection  of 
the  Oooniy  Hall  the  weekly  petit  wMlonB  wore  held  within  it 
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1770  S^ptmnber  29. — Alderman  Bichard  Butler  elected  Mayor. 

October  30. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Whitlook  elected  to  the  Senior 
CoundL 

November  15. — The  highest  flood  since  the  year  1736.  The 
communication  with  the  south  over  the  Meadows  was  for  some 
time  completely  cut  off,  except  by  means  of  boats,  and  the  housea 
in  Narrow-marah  were  flooded  to  the  height  of  several  feet  The 
excess  of  rain  caused  about  twenty  tons  weight  of  the  rock  <m 
Malin-hill  to  fall  into  the  abyss  below  to  the  great  terror  of  the 
neighbourhood,  though  fortunately  without  loss  of  lifa 

December  12. — ^The  wall  of  a  garden  at  the  back  of  the 
County  Hall  suddenly  gave  way,  and  was  immediately  followed 
into  Narrow-marsh  by  such  a  quantity  of  earth  as  to  demolish 
onp  tenement  and  extensively  injure  another.  Providentially, 
the  usual  inmates  had  just  left  Uie  premises,  or  they  must  have 
been  killed,  for  the  furniture  and  everything  within  was  dashed 
to  piece& 

December  28. — Mr.  Jonathan  Dodson  elected  a  Coroner  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Bull,  deceased. 

The  clock  which,  at  this  period  and  down  to  a  few  years 
since,  occupied  the  position  in  front  of  the  Exchange,  was  given 
to  the  town  by  James  WooUey,  "the  Losooe  Miser."  This 
eccentric  individual  was  notorious  for  three  things — the  very 
good  clocks  he  made,  his  peculiar  system  of  farming,  and  the 
extraordinary  care  he  took  of  his  money.  When  young  he  was 
partial  to  shooting,  but  being  detected  at  his  sport  on  tibe  estate 
of  the  depraved  William  Andrew  Home,  Esq.,  of  Butterley,  and 
compelled  by  him  to  pay  the  penalty,  he  made  a  vow  never  to 
cease  from  labour,  except  when  nature  compelled  him,  till  he  had 
obtained  sufficient  property  to  justify  him  in  following  his 
favourite  sport  without  di-eading  the  frowns  of  his  haughty  neighbour 
He  accordingly  set  to  work,  and  continued  at  it  till  he  was  weary, 
when  he  rested,  and  commenced  afresh,  a  plan  which  he  pursued 
without  any  regard  to  night  and  day.  He  denied  himself  the 
use  of  an  ordinary  bed,  and  every  other  comfort  as  well  as 
necessary,  except  of  the  meanest  kind.  The  result  was  that  when 
he  had  acquired  property  to  qualify  him  to  carry  a  gun,  he  had 
lost  all  relish  for  the  sport ;  and  he  continued  to  labour  at  clock 
making,  except  when  he  found  an  opportunity  of  trafficing  in 
land,  till  he  had  amassed  a  considerable  fortune. 

The  circumstances  attendant  upon  Woolley's  marvellous  gift 
of  the  clock  de^serves  naiTation.  It  was  perhaps  the  only  case  in 
which  he  was  ever  convicted  of  liberality.  He  had  at  great 
labour  and  expense  of  time  made  what  he  considered  a  clock  of 
considerable  value,  and  as  it  proved  unsaleable  owing  to  its  large 
size,  he  conceived  the  project  of  presenting  it  to  the  Corporation 
of  Nottingham  for  the  Exchange.  In  return  he  was  made  an 
honorary  burgess,  and  was  invited  occasionally  to  the  Mayor's 
banquets.     They  could  scarcely  have  conferred  upon  him  a  greater 
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favour;  the  honour  mattered  not,  but  Corporate  dinnem  wer«  1770 
things  which  powerfully  appealed  through  his  stomach  to  his 
heart.  The  first  he  attended  was  productive  of  a  ludicrous 
incident.  His  shabby  and  vagrant  appearance  nearly  excluded 
him  from  the  scene  of  good  eating,  and  even  when  tJie  Mayor^s 
guests  sat  down  to  the  table,  no  one  seemed  disposed  to  accommo- 
date the  miserly  old  gentleman.  The  chairs  were  quickly  filled, 
and  having  no  time  to  lose  he  crept  under  the  table,  and  thrusting 
up  his  head,  forced  himself  violently  into  one,  but  not  before  he 
had  received  some  heavy  blows  on  the  bare  skull. 

One  more  anecdote  will  give  the  man's  character  in  fulL  A 
person  came  one  Sunday  to  pay  him  for  a  clock,  who,  after  having 
paid  the  mon^,  was  invited  by  Woolley  to  stay  dinner;  ana 
having  assented,  his  host  said,  *'  Well,  then,  I  will  boil  a  whole 
penny  loaf,  otherwise  I  should  have  boiled  only  half  of  one;" 
which  he  did  over  a  cow  dung  fire ;  and  this  constituted  the  whole 
of  the  fare. 

Formation  of  the  union  of  Dissenting  ministers  and  congre- 
gations, principally  of  the  midland  and  northern  counties, 
denominated  the  "  New  Connection  of  General  Baptists."  The 
history  of  .this  religious  community  in  Nottingham  does  not 
present  any  feature  of  great  interest  In  the  year  1773,  Mr.  W. 
Fox,  a  member  of  the  General  Baptist  church  at  Kegworth,  came 
to  reside  at  Nottingham,  and  in  the  following  year  began  to  preach 
to  a  few  friends  in  his  own  house.  In  May,  1775,  six  persons 
were  baptized,  and  being  joined  by  four  others  from  neighbouring 
churches,  they  formed  themselves  into  a  distinct  society.  In  1776, 
there  were  thirty  members,  but  afterwards  they  dwindled  to  a 
much  less  number,  and  were  supplied  by  ministers  from  Melbourne, 
Donington,  and  Loughborough.  In  1779,  they  hired  a  large 
room  in  Halifax-place,  in  which  to  conduct  their  religious  services, 
and  while  there  a  circumstance  occurred  which  brought  the 
society  into  more  public  notice.  Never  before  perhaps  was  a 
similar  circumstance  subsidiary  to  the  advancement  of  a  religious 
community.  A  person  named  Cooper  Hall  was  convicted  at 
the  assizes  of  robbing  the  mail,  and  received  sentence  of  death. 
In  the  short  interval  between  sentence  and  execution  he  was 
visited  by  several  of  the  General  Baptists,  apparently  with  good 
effect.  On  the  day  of  the  execution,  vast  numbers  of  people 
assembled  from  all  parts,  and  Mr.  Tarratt  and  Mr.  Pollard,  two 
of  the  leading  friends,  attended  the  unhappy  man  to  the  scaffold. 
The  latter  minister  addressed  the  spectators  with  great  earnest- 
ness, and  many  of  them  appeared  deeply  impressed.  After  the 
solemn  scene  was  dosed,  the  corpse  was  conveyed  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  preaching-room,  and  placed  on  the  head  of  a  cask 
in  the  open  air,  and  Mr.  Tarratt,  standing  on  another,  delivered 
an  animated  discourse  from  Fsalm  Ixxxvi,  12,  13.  The  audience 
was  very  numerous,  and  from  this  day  the  General  Baptists  in 
Nottingham  date  the  prosperity  of  their  cause.     Mr.  Hallam,  of 
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1770  Buddingion,  preached  once  a  fortnight  for  two  or  three  years ; 
the  other  Sabbaths  were  supplied  by  neighbouring  ministers. 
The  united  labours  of  these  pioneers,  in  connection  -with  the 
tragical  event  to  which  alliision  has  been  made,  so  far  reviyed 
the  General  Baptist  interest  in  Nottingham  that  the  friends 
were  encouraged,  in  1782,  to  purchase  the  old  meeting-house  of 
the  Methodists,  in  Octagon-place.  Mr.  Robert  Smith  came  to  the 
town  in  June,  1784,  and  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  society  in 
1788  :  this  gentleman  came  from  Loughborough.  After  several 
years  prosperity,  "  The  Tabernacle''  became  too  small  for  them, 
and  a  piece  of  ground  was  purchased  near  to  Stoney-street  (the 
same  upon  which  their  chapel  now  stands),  and  a  small  meeting- 
house was  erected  thereon.  The  building  was  fifteen  yards  square, 
and  contained  a  gallery  six  seats  deep  in  front,  and  five  seats  in 
depth  on  each  side.  Tlie  chapel  and  land  cost  about  £1,300. 
The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Pollard,  of  Lough- 
borough, and  Mr.  Felkiii,  of  Ilkeston.  The  collections  made  on 
the  occasion  amounted  to  £76.  The  Kev.  B.  Smith  was  succeeded 
in  1819  by  the  Kev.  W.  Pickering,  who  still  laboured  in  the  same 
place  of  worship  in  1834,  when  it  was  enlarged  to  its  present 
dimensions  at  a  cost  exceeding  £1,500.  The  successive  pastors 
from  Mr.  Pickering's  decease  in  February,  1848,  have  been  the 
"  Rev.  H.  Hunter  until  1866  (Rev.  J.  Lewitt,  co-pastor),  Rev.  J. 
Greenwood,  M.A.,  from  1866  to  1870;  Rev.  T.  Ryder,  1870  to 
1875 ;  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  Foulkes  Griffiths,  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  1877. 

1771. 

1771  -^P^  25.— The  Mickleton  jury  dined  at   St.  Ann's  Well, 

where  they  were  honoured  with  the  company  of  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Aldermen,  being  the  whole  of  the  bench  of  justices.  The 
ages  of  the  seven,  unitedly,  amounted  to  485  years. 

Juiie  11. — A  remarkable  preservation  from  a  dreadful  death. 
A  boy,  the  subject  of  it,  was  playing  on  the  rock  at  the  back  of 
the  County  Hall,  overhanging  Narrow-marsh,  the  re-erection  of 
the  wall  there  being  in  preparation,  when  he  suddenly  felt  the 
part  on  which  he  stood  to  be  giving  way.  In  the  extremity  of 
the  moment,  casting  his  eye  down  the  fearful  precipice,  he 
observed  two  men  in  the  Marsh  below  him,  laden  with  a  "  sow" 
filled  with  ale,  and  at  once  leaped  down.  It  was  truly  <*  a  leap 
for  life,"  and  happily,  successful.  To  the  great  astonishment  of 
the  men,  whose  liquor  fiew  in  all  directions,  the  lad  alighted  safely 
in  the  vessel,  and  was  unhurt.  In  a  few  seconds  several  tons  of 
earth  followed  his  descent. 

August  26. — Cricket  match — eleven  of  Nottingham  v.  eleven 
of  Sheffield.  .  The  Nottingham  players  were,  Huthwayte^  Lough- 
man,  Colliahaw,  Turner,  Roe,  Spurr,  Stoc^  T'^K>p^  Bawk% 
Coleman,  and  Mew.    The  contest  took  place  in  %  jU^  '^ 
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norih  aide  of  the  Kace  Course,  and  was  won  by  our  townsmen.  1771 
In  this  match  the  stumps  were  two  canes,  about  twenty-two 
inchelB  in  height,  and  the  bats  were  about  as  broad  at  the  bottom 
as  those  now  played  with,  but  tapered  upwards  till  as  narrow  as 
an  ordinary  bat  handle.  The  return  match  was  played  at  Sheffield 
in  the  following  year,  with  a  different  result,  Sheffield  scoring  70, 
and  Nottingham  only  14. 

SepUmber  4. — ^A  solemn  mourning  peal  was  rung  on  the  bells 
of  St.  Peter's  church,  being  the  last  occasion  on  which  they  were 
used.  The  old  bells,  having  been  cast  at  different  periods,  were 
deficient  in  general  harmony.  The  most  ancient  of  them  Waa 
given  to  the  parish  in  1544,  by  Margaret  Doubleseay  (sometimes 
erroneously  called  Doubleday),  an  old  maid,  who  had  gained  a 
fortune  of  at  least  one  hundred  pounds,  a  large  sum  in  thoSe  days, 
by  her  industry  in  washing.  It  was  stipulated  in  the  deed  of 
gift  that  the  bell,  the  seventh  of  the  peal  in  point  of  size,  should 
be  rung  every  working  morning  at  four  o'clock  to  awaken  the 
good  women  of  her  calling  to  their  employment.  The  bell  bore 
the  following  inscription : — 

"AUK  MARIA  OF  TOU  OHABITIE 

FOR  TO  PRAY  FOR  THE  SOLE  OF 

MAOERE  DUBBTSEAY." 

The  old  woman  also  left  the  rent  of  a  close  abutting  upon  the 
south  side  of  Broad-marsh  (long  since  built  over),  to  the  sexton  of 
the  parish  and  his  successors  for  ringing  the  said  bell  at  the 
appointed  hour. 

The  peal,  consisting  of  eight  bells,  was  sent  to  be  recast  to 
the  foundry  of  Messrs.  Packe  k  Co.,  Whitechapel,  London.  The 
beUs  returned  to  Nottingham  in  October,  via  Gainsborough,  and 
upon  trial  were  pronounced  to  be,  and  still  remain,  one  of  the  best 
musical  peals  in  the  country.  The  great  bell  of  St.  Peter's  weighs 
21  cwt.  2  qriL  3  lbs. ;  while  that,  of  St.  Mary's,  34  cwt.  2  qrs. 
8  lbs. 

Septefmber  14. — ^The  subjoined  description  of  a  funeral  proces- 
sion may  serve  to  illustrate  the  prevailing  usages  of  the  period : — 
The  Bev.  Mr.  Swann  and  a  young  lady,  his  sister  (the  children  of  the 
late  Mr.  Alderman  Swann),  having  both  died  in  the  same  week, 
were  buried  together  in  one  grave.  The  mournful  cortege  which 
aooompanied  the  remains  from  their  only  surviving  brother's 
house  on  the  Long-row  to  St.  Mary's  church,  was  ammged  thus : 
two  mutes  led  the  way  followed  by  two  clergymen  (on  foot,  as 
indeed  were  all  the  rest) ;  then  came  the  corpse  of  the  broker, 
with  a  pall  supported  by  six  gentlemen  dressed  in  black  with 
white  stockings,  and  scarfs  and  hat-bands  of  the  same  colour. 
The  body  of  Miss  Swann  immediately  succeeded.  Her  pall  was 
boiroe  by  six  young  ladies  attired  in  black  silk  gowns,  with  white 
4^0Hldier4aiots  and  stockings.     The  surviving  relations  in  blaok 
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1771  doakB,  and  the  servants  in  mourning  apparel,  closed  the  pro- 
oession. 

September  29. — ^Alderman  Cornelius  Huthwaite  eleotedMayor. 

The  social  condition  of  the  framework-knitters,  both  before 
and  subsequent  to  this  period,  so  far  as  respects  their  command 
of  ihe  common  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  appears  to  have 
been  veiy  little  superior  to  that  of  the  present  day.  A  writer  in 
the  Journal,  who  signs  himself  *^  A  Maker  of  Stockings,"  after 
adverting  to  the  "  shabby  appearance''  many  of  ihem  made,  thus 
alludes  to  the  habits  and  condition  of  the  apprentices : — "  Most 
apprentices  are  able  to  perform  their  present  weekly  task  in  four 
days,  and  some  in  less.  Thus  not  being  obliged  to  work  for  their 
masters  much  above  half  their  time,  they  take  a  liberty  in  which 
(through  the  prevalence  of  an  unhappy  custom)  their  masters 
have  long  indulged  them,  of  leaving  their  work  whenever  they 
please ;  and  so  inure  themselves  to  a  habit  of  idleness,  which,  when 
they  have  served  their  times,  they  find  so  difficult  to  overcome, 
that  they  can  scarcely  maintain  themselves,  from  which  ihey  run 
away,  enlist  for  soldiers,  and  frequently  leave  a  family  to  the  care 
of  the  parish.  This  appears  to  be  one  cause  of  the  diisrepute  intib 
which  our  trade  has  fallen.'' 

1772. 

1772  January  17. — A  maker  of  silk  stockings,  named  Thomas 
Smith,  cut  his  throat,  at  his  lodgings,  near  Beck-bam.  The  jury 
at  the  coroner's  inquest,  held  in  the  Guildhall,  returning  a  verdict 
of  /do  de  ee,  his  body  was  interred,  without  a  coffin  or  the 
performance  of  Christian  rites,  in  the  public  highway  at  the 
summit  of  the  Derby-road,  then  known  as  "  the  Sand  hiUs." 

Januctry  21. — Thomas  Bird,  Esq.,  of  Nottingham,  gave  a 
grand .  ball  at  the  Assembly  Boom  to  a  most  numerous  and 
brilliant  company,  including  members  of  the  first  families  in  the 
county.  "  Tea  and  coflTee,"  states  the  record,  "  being  over,  and 
the  minuets  ended,  country  dances  continued  till  twelve  o'clock, 
when  the  company  were  introduced  to  supper,  consisting  of  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dishes,  the  most  elegant  that  could  be 
prepared.  Many  loyal,  social,  and  sentimental  toasts,  proclaimed 
by  a  band  of  the  finest  music,  were  drank  upon  the  occasion." 

Ja^vuary  29. — It  is  recorded,  as  an  evidence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary severity  of  the  frost,  that  the  oil  in  the  public  cistern 
was  congealed  in  such  a  manner  that  none  could  be  drawn  where- 
with to  light  the  streets. 

Febrtuxry  1. — Several  country  people  perished  in  returning 
from  Nottingham  market,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  severity  of 
the  weather.  A  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  sleet,  with  an 
extremely  cold  north-east  wind,  began  in  the  afternoon  and  con- 
tinued till  morning. 
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Of  the  fatalities  on  this  memorable  ni^t,  the  following  may  1772 
be  instanced  as  the  most  remarkable : — Mrs.  Ann  Webster,  of 
Calverton,  in  company  with  a  neighbour,  left  Nottingham  about 
five  in  the  afternoon  on  horseback,  and,  with  great  difficulty  in 
inducing  the  animal  to  face  the  wind,  managed  to  travel  within 
a  mile  of  her  home.  Her  companion,  being  less  fatigued,  here 
left  her,  and  rode  forward  to  the  village,  though  fearfully  ex- 
hausted, and  then  despatched  two  neighbours  with  lights  to  assist 
her  home ;  her  husband,  who  was  a  wheelwiight,  being  absent. 
Unfortunately  they  took  a  wrong  road,  and  could  not  find  her.  In 
the  morning  the  poor  woman  and  the  horse  were  discovered  on  the 
road  quite  dead,  she,  however,  retaining  the  biidle  in  her  frozen 
grasp. 

Distressing  as  this  case  was,  the  one  about  to  be  narrated  was 
in  its  consequences  even  more  so.  Mr.  Thomas  Khodes,  butler  to 
Wm.  Chaworth,  Esq.,  of  Annesley,  in  company  with  John  Curtis^ 
of  the  same  place,  were  proceeding  on  the  Mansfield  turnpike  with 
a  team  of  horses,  when  they  met  near  Newstead  a  foot  soldier  in 
great  distress,  who  implored  their  assistance.  Mr.  Khodes,  fearing 
that  the  man  might  be  starved  to  death,  generously  took  off  the 
first  horse,  and  mounting  the  soldier  astride  it,  sent  him  back  to 
Mansfield,  where,  with  almost  incredible  difficulty,  he  at  length 
arrived  in  safety.  His  generous  preserver  fell  a  victim  to  his 
benevolence.  When  the  leading  horse  in  the  team  was  gone,  the 
rest,  it  is  conjectured,  could  not  be  made  to  draw.  Khodes  and 
his  companion  were  consequently  so  long  exposed  to  the  rigour  of 
the  night,  as  to  be  tmable  to  withstand  it.  Both  of  them  were 
found  the  next  morning  lying  on  the  road  at  a  short  distance  from 
each  other,  and  perfectly  dead.  One  of  them  left  a  widow  and 
eight  children. 

In  addition  to  these,  several  instances  of  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  storm  might  be  introduced.  Enough,  however,  has  been 
adduced  to  show  that  the  night  was  one  of  most  fearful  character, 
and  that  the  sufferings  of  travellers  must  have  been  very  great. 

May  10. — ^The  funeral  sermon  of  the  Rev.  James  Sloss,  M.A., 
who  died  on  the  first  of  this  month,  of  sudden  paralysis,  was 
preached  at  the  meeting-house  in  Castle-gate,  by  I  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Winter,  from  2  Timothy  iv.,  7  :  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I 
have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith."  Mr.  Sloss  had 
been  the  minister  of  the  place  nearly  forty  years,  and  was  very 
greatly  respected. 

Jvly  6. — The  gentlemen  of  Nottinghamshireand  the  gentle- 
men of  Derbyshii*e  fought  a  main  of  cocks  for  two  guineas  a  battle 
and  twenty  the  odd  one,  at  the  Ham  Inn.  Nottinghamshire 
gained  the  day. 

Jvly  10. — A  main  of  cocks  fought  at  the  White  Lion  pit, 
between  the  gentlemen  of  London  and  Derbyshire.  The  conditions 
were  "  to  weigh  fifty-one  cocks  in  the  main,  and  to  fight  for  ten 
guineas  a  batUe,  and  two  hundi*ed  [the  odd  battle.     The  contest 
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1772  ended  in  favour  of  the  latter,  Derbyshire  gaining  16,  and  London 
11  battles. 

September  3. — Upwards  of  three  hundred  persons  employed 
in  Mr.  Arkwright's  cotton  mill,  in  Hockley,  walked  in  procession 
through  the  town,  with  streamers  flying,  preceded  by  the  head 
workman,  who  was  clothed  from  head  to  foot  in  white  cotton. 
After  parading  the  streets,  they  marched  to  the  Marshall-hillB*  to 
gather  nuts,  and  on  their  return  in  the  evening  were  regaled  with 
a  plentiful  supper. 

September  1 1. — ^The  Kev.  Mr.  Milnes,  one  of  the  ministers  at 
the  H^h-pavement  chapel,  died  of  gout  in  the  stomach.  He 
enjoyed  the  general  esteem  of  his  townsmen. 

September  29. — Alderman  Henry  Butler  succeeded  to  the 
Mayoralty. 

October  7. — Death  of  the  Mayor,  Henry  Butler,  Esq.,  after  a 
painful  illness,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  sworn 
into  the  office  five  times.  His  dissolution  was  caused  by  a 
stranguaiy,  of  which  he  was  seized  on  the  evening  of  his  last 
installation. 

October  8. — The  Livery  assembled  at  the  Town  HjJI,  and 
elected  Mr.  Alderman  Richard  Butler,  Mayor,  in  the  place  of  his 
deceased  father. 

October  13. — ^The  town,  on  this  and  the  two  following  days, 
was  invested  with  an  unusual  amount  of  gaiety,  occasioned  by 
grand  musical  performances.  They  consisted  principally  of  the 
oratorios,  Meesiahf  Jvdas  Maccabeus,  and  Samaon.  These  were 
performed  at  the  Theatre  (described  in  the  programme,  "The 
Music  Hall  in  St.  Mary's-gate"),  in  the  day  time,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Wise ;  and  in  the  evening,  musical  entertainments 
were  given  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  concluding  with  a  ball 
at  the  Assembly  Booms.  The  performers  were  brought  from 
various  parts  of  the  country,  though  chiefly  from  Lincoln  and 
Lichfield.  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Kingston,  Lord  and  Lady 
Ferrers,  Lord  George  Sutton,  Sir  G^rvase  and  Lady  Clifton,  and 
many  of  the  first  families  of  the  neighbourhood  honoured  the 
performances  with  their  presence. 

November  5. — ^The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Portland,  ihe  Earl 
of  Lincoln,  Sir  Wm.  Boothby,  Bart.,  Sir  George  Smith,  Bart,  and 
several  gentlemen  of  distinction,  dined  at  the  house  of  Abel 
Smith,  Esq.,  on  the  South-parade.  In  the  evening  they  attended 
the  Ladies'  Assembly,  and  the  next  day  went  on  a  hunting  excur- 
sion into  the  Forest 

November  9. — Mr.  Thomas  Oldknow  elected  an  Alderman, 
in  the  place  of  the  late  Mayor. 

**  The  ManhaU-hilhi  (no  longer  known  m  such)  were  dtualed  betwMn  tbe  Ooppke  mkI 
Cwlton. 


THl   VOTTINQHAM   DATE-BOOK.  91 

1773. 

February  7. — The  remains  of  William  Rice  (known  for  many  1773 
years  by  the  appellation  of  '*  the  Nottingham  giant,"  and  exhibited 
throughout  the  kingdom),  were  buried  in  St.  Anne's  church,  at 
Sutton  Bonnington.  The  coffin,  made  of  strong  oak,  was  eight 
feet  four  inches  long,  and  the  grave  nine  feet  long  and  seven  feet 
deep.  His  corpse  was  carried  by  eight  men,  and  eight  maids  bore  up 
the  pall.     Upwards  of  five  hundred  people  attended  the  procession. 

February  20. — The  Jotumal  of  this  date  contained  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  :  "  In  an  inclosure,  used  as  a  garden  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  opposite  the  old  Glasshouse,  near  the  Clay-fields 
in  this  town,  a  discovery  has  just  been  made  of  a  small  dwelling- 
house  in  the  rock,  which  has  long  been  buried  in  ruins.  The  present 
Mr.  John  Flint,  in  company  with  his  father,  gardeners,  on  digging 
the  gardei^  found  a  chimney,  which  they  then  supposed  belonged 
to  a  house  underground,  but  the  discovery  was  not  pursued.  The 
late  frost  and  snow  preventing  the  gardeners  from  working  as 
usual,  they  resolved  to  gratify  their  further  curiosity,  and  by 
removing  several  loads  of  es^rth,  soon  made  a  full  discovery. 
They  found  one  large  room  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  with  a  square 
pillar  in  the  middle  to  support  the  roof,  but  little  that  could  be 
called  furniture,  except  a  very  old  tobacco  pipe  as  thick  as  a  man's 
little  finger,  and  a  small  bar  of  iron  in  the  fire-place.  The  large 
room  is  nearly  square,  about  six  yards  by  seven,  and  there  is  also 
another  room  adjoining." 

AprU  13. — Few  things  are  more' remarkable  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  Uie  criminal  jurisprudence  of  bygone  times  than  the 
caprice  with  which  the  sentence  of  death  was  frequently  pro- 
nounced; Uie  judges  seem  to  have  held  the  lives  of  criminals 
dependant  upon  their  own  pleasure,  without,  except  in  cases  of 
murder  or  o^er  very  atrocious  crime,  any  certain  or  fixed  principle 
of  awarding  punishment.  At  the  date  indicted,  being  the  last 
day  of  Uie  town  assizes,  the  Judge,  Sir  Wm.  Blackstone,  Knt., 
gave  a  notable  instance  of  this,  ^ree  prisoners,  George  Lupton, 
for  stealing  a  mare,  Thomas  Howsel,  for  a  similar  offence,  and 
Joseph  Merchant,  for  sheep  stealing,  were  pressed  by  his  lordship, 
when  sentencing  them  to  be  hanged,  in  most  pathetic  terms,  *'  to 
ccdl  in  the  assistance  of  a  worthy  divine,  and  make  sincere  pre- 
parations for  launching  into  eternity."  In  the  course  of  the  day, 
without  solicitation  from  any  quarter,  the  Judge  called  them  up 
again,  and  commuted  Lupton's  sentence  into  transportation  to 
''the  Plantations"*  for  seven  years,  and  the  others'  into  lengthened 
terms  of  imprisonment,  and  burning  of  the  hand,  t 

*  A  part  of  what  was  sabaequently  known  m  the  United  States  of  America, 
f  Burning  in  the  hand  wag  a  common  punishment,  and  was  usually  inflicted  inunediateljr 
after  tlie  sentence  was  pronounced,  in  the  presence  of  the  Govat.  An  iron  instrument  was 
attand  permanently  in  front  of  the  prisoners'  dock,  in  boUi  town  and  county  haUs,  into 
vUflh  tae  unhappy  culprit  was  ordered  to  place  his  hand,  and  when  there,  by  we  action  of 
*  terew,  it  became  securely  fixed  and  extended.  In  the  meantime  the  iron  brand,  with  two 
I  on  it,  would  be  acquiring  a  red  heat,  and  being  pressed  upon  the  fleshy  part  of  the 
';  a  wound  BO  M?«re  as  to  iMVB  la  moat  oases  an  indelible  Mar. 
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1773  April  21. — ^The  Jou/mal  states    that    upwards    of    fifteen 

thousand  people  assembled  this  day  on  the  Nottingham  Bace 
Course  to  witness  a  foot  race  between  two  of  the  most  noted 
pedestrians  of  the  day,  Harrison,  of  Staffordshire,  and  Granny, 
of  Belper.     The  spectators  were  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  the  greatest  possible  interest  was  felt  in  the  issue.     The  friends 
of  the  Derbyshire  runner  were  so  enthusiastic  in  their  support  of 
his  pretensions,  that  "  many  of  them  sold  their  beds,  cows,  and 
swine,  to  raise  money  to  make  bets;  and  others  pawned  their 
wives'  wedding  rings  for  that  purpose ;  for,  as  the  odds  were  seven 
to  f oiir  and  three  to  two  in  favour  of  Harrison,  the  temptation 
became  so  much  the  stronger,  and  very  considerable  bets  laid. 
The  highest  odds  we  hear  of  were  one  hundred  pounds,  laid  by  a 
gentleman  in  the  Stand,  to  thirty.     The  match  was  for  the  sum 
of  £200,  and  the  distance,  ten  miles,  or  five  time  round  the  course 
(it  being  then  two  miles  in  extent)."     At  two  o'clock  the  com- 
petitor stripped,  and  when  entirely  naked,  for  they  ran  without 
any    covering    whatever,   instantly    commenced    their    arduous 
struggle.     For  the  first  seven  miles  the  contest  was  well  sustained, 
but  in  running  the  fourth  time  round,  Granny  by  some  accident 
fall  lame  of  his  right  leg,  and  Harrison  gained  nearly  fifty  yards 
of  him,  which  Granny  could  not  with  his  utmost  efforts  recover, 
but  rather  kept  losing  ground,  though  in  running  his  tenth  mile 
he  made  one  grand  push  to  recover  it  in  coming  down  the  hill, 
but  was  very  near  falling  in  the  attempt;  his  courage  and  strength 
then  failing,  he  gave  up  the  contest,  with  tears  flowing  from  his 
eyes.     The  race  was  performed  in  exactly  fifty-six  minutes  and 
two  seconds. 

Mai/ 17. — ^The  Rev.  George  Beaumont,  rector  of  St  Nicholas's, 
,died  at  his  house  in  Castle-gate,  aged  46  years.      He  was  a 
native   of    Chapel  Thorpe,   in   Yorkshire,   and  was  universally 
esteemed. 

May  22. — Death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Collin,  a  worthy  maiden 
lady,  in  the  73rd  year  of  her  age.  She  died  in  the  house  at 
Weekday-cross,  occupied  by  her  brother,  John  Collin,  Esq., 
and  was  also  sister  to  the  late  Langford  Collin,  Esq.,  a  county 
magistrate,  all  three  of  them  children  of  Abel  Collin,  Esq.,  the 
benevolent  founder  of  the  hopitals  bearing  his  name. 

May  24. — The  Rev.  Charles  Wyld  appointed  rector  of  St. 
Nicholas's. 

June, — ^The  total  number  of  houses  assessed  to  the  poor  rate 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  1,522.     In  1724,  the  number  was  652; 
.in  1850,  9,900;  in  1878,  20,611. 

July  14. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  G. 
Mason,  Esq.,  and  other  gentlemen,  dined  at  the  house  of  Abel 
Smith,  Esq.,  in  this  town.     On  the  succeeding  day,  they  wwb 
admitted,  at  the  Town  Hall,  with  the  usual  formalities  inta  tb 
freedom  of  the  borough. 

July,— A.  woman,  named  Toplis,  went  toa.wdlir 
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street  to  draw  water,  in  which  attempt  her  clothes  by  some  means    1773 
became  entangled  with  the  rope,  and  she  was  dragged  in  and 
drowned. 

Atiffust  10. — Mr.  J.  Carruthers,  haberdasher,  elected  Alder- 
man, in  the  place  of  Mr.  Foulds,  deceased. 

AuguM  11. — Mr.  Spieby  appointed  to  the  Coronership  vacant 
by  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Carruthers. 

September  23. — Died  at  Bath,  in  his  62nd  year,  the  Duke  of 
Eangston.     This  nobleman,  who  was  Recorder  of  Nottingham  in 
1738,  was  constituted  Master  of  the  Staghounds  on  the  north 
of    the  fTrent.      In    1741    he    was  installed  a  Knight    of   the 
Garter.     In  1763  he  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  town 
and  county,  and  Steward  and  Keeper  of  the  Forest  of  Sherwood 
and  Park  of  Folewood ;   but  soon  after  resigned  the  lieutenancy 
in  fovour  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastla     His  Grace  died  without 
issue.     The  ceremonial   attendant   upon   the   interment  of    the 
remains  of  this,  the  last  Duke  of  Kingston,  was  very  imposing. 
The  body  was  first  deposited,  as  a  temporary  arrangement^  in 
St.  James's  church,  at  Bath.     On  the  13th  of  the  next  month,  it 
was  placed  in  a  mourning  coach  for  its  passage  to  the  i^miily 
mausoleum  at  Holme  Pierrepont.     On  the  16th  the  mourning 
cavalcade  arrived  at  Loughborough,  where  the  body  lay  in  state 
till  the  19th,  when  it  was  conveyed  thence  to  the  south  end  of 
Nottingham  Trent  Bridge,  and  there  joined  by  a  large  train  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry.     A  grand  procession,  each  member  of  which 
was  on  horsebeuik,  then  set  out  in  the  following  order : — His  Grace's 
tenants,  with  white  staves ;  six  mutes,  in  black  cloaks;  plume  of  feath- 
ers; his  Grace's  gentleman  carrying  the  ducal  coronet  and  cushion,  on 
a  led  horse  in  mourning,  supported  by  two  pages ;  the  corpse  in  a 
hearse,  with  the  &unily  escutcheon,  drawn  by  six  long-tailed  black 
horses  draped  in  black  velvet,  ornamented  with  escutcheons  and 
streamers ;  four  mourning  coaches,  followed  by  a  numerous  train 
of  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  carriages,  and  by  a  large  body  of 
his  Grace's  tenantry.     At  noon,  the  cavalcade  anived  at  Holme 
Pierrepont,  and  the  nobility  and  e^entry  were  conducted  into  the 
andeat  faiky  mansion.     A  f une^  pr^ceBsion  on  foot  was  formed 
at  four  o'clock  as  follows : — ^Twenty   constables,   trophy   men, 
mutes,  the  coronet  and  cushion,  feathers,  six  clergymen  in  scarfs 
and  hat  bands,  the  vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  Nottingham  (his  Grace's 
chaplain),  the  body — ^the  pall  supported  by  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
the  Duke  of   Newcastle,  Lord  Lincoln,  Lord  J.  Clinton,  Lord 
George  Sutton,  Sir  Creorge  Saville,  Bart.,  Sir  W.  Boethby,  Bart, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Parky ns,  Bart.;  the  chief  mourners,  Dr.  Sutton, 
Ck)laiiel  lichfield,   Mr.    Mellish,   Captain   Brown,   and    Samuel 
GHMring,  Esq.  (his  Grace's  steward),  a  large  number  of  gentlemen 
in^iOiiiii  and  hat  bands,  among  whom  were  Sir  R  Sutton,  Bart., 
'tL.  -fiwh  ^  Fiuncis  Molineux,  Captain  Lister,  <ka, 
*ta  in  mourning,  bailiffs  and  officers  under  his 
^.iervants  out  of  livery  in  mourning, 

N 
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1773  and  lastly,  livery  servants  in  mourning.     The  coffin  was  covered 
with  rich  crimson  velvet. 

September  29. — Alderman  Thomas  Oldknow  elected  Mayor. 
This  gentleman  was  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Mr.  O.  T.  Oldknow, 
of  the  Post  Office. 

October  20. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle  elected  to  the  vacant 
office  of  Recorder,  and  sworn  into  it  at  the  Guildhall,  with  the 
usual  formalities. 

November  21. — ^The  most  daring  burglary  of  which  we  have 
any  record  in  our  local  annals  was  perpetrated  this  morning. 
Mr.  Topottj  confectioner,  Long-row,  retired  with  his  family  to 
rest,  about  twelve  o'clock  on  Uie  previous  night  (Saturday),  he 
and  his  wife  sleeping  in  the  chamber  over  the  dining  room,  three 
storeys  high.  Whilst  they  were  asleep,  the  apartment  was 
the  theatre  of  an  event  of  tragical  consequence  to  one  of  Uie 
actors,  to  a  consciousness  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Topott  did  not 
awake  for  several  hours.  Their  somnolency  may  to  some  extent 
be  accounted  for  by  the  supposition  that  their  room  being  close  to 
a  very  public  highway,  and  in  immediate  contact  on  one  side 
with  the  Black  Boy  inn,  any  slight  noise  would  be  so  familiar  as 
not  to  readily  disturb  them.  In  the  morning,  a  little  after  seven, 
the  worthy  couple  heard  a  confused  report  in  the  street,  that'  a 
house  must  have  been  broken  into  and  robbed.  On  investigation, 
it  proved  to  be  their  own.  To  their  great  dismay,  they  found  one 
of  their  bed  room  windows  wide  open,  with  a  long  ladder  resting 
against  it ;  and  that  their  bureau  had  been  forcibly  opened,  and 
265  guineas  and  a  half  in  gold,  upwards  of  £7  in  silver,  nearly 
XIO  in  foreign  gold  coin,  a  bill  of  the  value  of  £70,  and  a  gold 
watch,  had  all  been  stolen.  When  they  had  somewhat  recovered 
from  the  shock  produced  by  the  discovery,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Topott 
began  to  consider  who  the  burglar  could  be  that  had  thus  so 
audaciously  divested  them  of  their  wealth,  nor  were  they  long  in 
forming  a  rational  conjecture.  They  recollected  that  just  before 
ihe  last  Croose  Fair,  Joseph  Shaw,  a  young  journeyman  joiner, 
had  been  employed  to  hang  with  paper  the  very  room  in  which 
the  robbery  had  been  committed,  and  Mr.  Topott  coupled  wiih 
this  remembrance  the  fact  that,  having  caught  him  in  the  act  of 
attempting  to  pick  a  lock,  he  had  ordered  him  to  leave  the 
premises.  No  time  was  lost  in  applying  for  a  warranty  and  about 
nine  o'clock  the  same  morning,  the  suspected  party  was  found  at 
his  lodgings  in  Parliament-street.  Tlie  premises  were  searched, 
and  nearly  all  the  stolen  property  was  found  concealed  under 'a 
heap  of  cQrt  in  the  cellar. 

The  way  in  which  the  discovery  of  the  buried  treasure  was 
effected  is  not  the  least  remarkable  feature  in  the  transactioii.  Mr, 
Topott  had  informed  the  discoverers  that  the  watch  went  eUkt 
days,  and  if  found  within  a  week,  would  doubtless  be  gdiagi  ™^ 
constables  consequently  went  on  their  hands  and  riiiWt  fa 
oellar,  and  applied  their  ears  to  the  ground.     ~ 
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they  dug  at  the  particul&r  spot^  and  disclosed  the  property.  1778' 
While  the  search  was  proceeding,  it  happened  that  a  whitesmith 
named  William  Taylor,  a  bosom  friend  of  Shaw's,  came  in,  and 
wanted  to  speak  with  him  in  pnvate.  Instead  of  this,  he  was 
himself  taken  into  custody  as  a  supposed  accomplice ;  and  on  the 
same  day  (Sunday^,  both  of  them  underwent  an  examination  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Alderman  Butler.  For  some  time  ihej  persisted 
in  their  assertions  of  innocence,  but  at  length  Taylor,  through  fear 
of  the  gallows,  or  moved  by  the  tears  of  his  own  sister,  offered  to 
make  a  full  confession  of  the  whole  affair,  if  his  testimony,  ad- 
mitted in  evidence  against  Shaw,  might  exculpate  himseli  This 
point  having  been  conceded,  Taylor  underwent  a  protracted 
examination.  The  substance  of  hia  confession  was  as  follows : — 
He  said  the  robbery  had  been  planned  by  Shaw  some  time  before 
its  execution,  though  the  design  had  not  been  communicated  to 
himself  till  the  night  previous.  They  had  been  drinking  together 
throughout  the  evening ;  the  last  public  house  they  were  at  was 
situate  near  Uie  Blackmoor's  head,  where  they  stayed  till  the 
landlord  desired  thefn  to  go  away,  and  they  took  leave  by  drinking 
each  a  large  glassful  of  Geneva.  When  near  the  White  Lion, 
Shaw  told  him,  that  if  he  would  join  him,  he  knew  *'how  and  where 
to  get  a  good  sum  of  money."  Having  asked  him  for  an- explana- 
tion, Shaw  said  it  was  to  be  had  at  Mr.  Topott's,  who  he  knew 
always  kept  money  by  him  in  his  chamber.  He  replied  at  firsts 
that  the  undertaking  was  too  hazardous,  requiring,  as  it  did,  that 
an  entrance  should  be  made  into  the  veiy  room  in  which  the 
owner  slept ;  but  being  urged,  said  at  length  that,  **  as  cash  run 
short  he  would  venture."  They  effected  the  robbery  by  unlocking 
a  set  of  ladders  chained  together  in  the  Maypole-yard,  and  selecting 
therefrom  one  which  they  judged  suitable  for  their  purpose, 
carried  it  to  the  place  of  action.  Shaw  ascended  byjt  to  the 
east  window,  but  could  not  slide  it  up ;  he  then  tried  the  other, 
but  seeing  a  light  opposite  the  way,  he  desisted  and  came  down, 
and  neatly  an  hour  elapsed  ere  they  ventured  to  renew  the 
attempt.  Eveiything  seeming  quiet^  Shaw  again  ascended,  and 
finding  the  west  window  to  open  freely,  stealthily  entered  the 
room.  Passing  by  the  hesA  of  the  bed  in  which  the  master  and 
mistress  of  the  house  were  soundly  asleep,  he  took  the  gold  watch 
from  a  pocket  above  the  pillow,  and  approached  the  bureau,  and 
forced  it  open  as  noiselessly  as  was  practicable.  Opening  a  drawer 
in  the  interior,  he  discovered  the  hoard,  and  placing  the  booty  in 
his  handkerchief,  descended  the  ladder  with  joy  and  alacrity, 
telling  his  companion,  who  had  been  on  the  watch  below,  that  he 
kad  done  the  business  effectually,  for  he  had  got  money  enough. 
Zhnr  then,  oontraiy  to  Taylor's  advice,  left  the  window  open,  and 
tha  Mflkr  rwrad  agunst  itb  The  burglars  went  from  the  scene  of 
tiw:  mtvisQa  triwwwtion  to  ShaVs  lodgings,  where  they  counted 

t^  to  hide  it  till  the  noise  of  the  robbery 
vrwards  parted,  vowing  eternal 
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1778  Mendflhip  and  secrecy  to  each  other.  This  confession  was  reduced 
to  writing  and  properly  attested,  and  both  prisoners  were  com- 
mitted for  trial.  Thus,  in  a  surprisingly  short  space  of  time  (less 
than  twelve  hours  after  the  robbery),  were  the  perpetrators  of  the 
crime  discovered,  examined,  and  fully  committed  to  gaol,  and 
nearly  all  the  money  restored  to  its  lawful  owner. 

At  the  ensuing  March  Assizes,  Shaw  pleaded  not  guilty,  but 
the  testimony  of  his  confederate  being  of  so  overpowering  a 
nature,  the  jury  rejected  the  plea,  and  Sir  Wm.  Blackstone 
sentenced  him  to  be  hung.  Accordingly,  on  the  30th  of  the  same 
month,  the  misguided  young  man,  who  was  only  22  years  of  age, 
suffered  the  last  penalty  of  the  law,  along  with  anoUier  offender, 
named  Wheatley,  at  the  usual  place  of  execution.  The  procession 
moved  through  the  town  and  up  the  hill  very  slowly,  occupying 
nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  in  its  progress.  The  singers  of  St 
Mary's  church  sang  penitential  psalms  the  whole  of  the  way. 
The  malefactors  were  met  at  the  gallows  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Anderson,  Chaplain  of  the  County  Gaol,  and  spent  a  full  hour  in 
devotional  exercises.  They  were  then  unlocked  from  each  other, 
and  ascended  the  cart,  where  the  functionary  of  the  law  affixed 
the  ropes  to  each  of  their  necks,  and  then  to  the  gallows.  They 
both  behaved  with  becoming  penitence.  Shaw  was  the  son  of  a 
dyer  and  trimmer  in  Narrow-marsh,  and  had  served  an  appren- 
ticeship with  Mr.  CuUen,  joiner  and  carpenter,  in  Parliament- 
street.  It  was  supposed  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  more 
robberies  than  one.  He  and  Wheatley  were  the  la«t  criminals 
who  had  to  walk  through  the  town  to  the  place  of  execution. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  Nottingham  this  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  parochial  and  dissenting  records,  was  755 ;  of  deaths, 
647. 

1774 

1774  Jcmtuiry  11. — The  frost  so  intense  as  to  totally  impede  the 

navigation  of  the  Trent.     The  river  above  the  bridge  and  in  other 
places  continued  covered  with  ice  for  five  days. 

January  19. — An  order  was  made  by  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  to  levy  the  sum  of  £140  on  the  inhabitants,  being  a  fine, 
pursuant  to  Act  of  Parliament,  of  five  pounds  per  man,  for  28 
men,  the  quota  which  Nottingham,  as  a  town  and  county  of  itself, 
should  have  raised  in  the  past  year  to  join  the  Militia  of  the 
county  at  large. 

February  8. — Ringing  the  church  bells  appears  toliave  been 
a  very  popular  diversion,  and  the  merits  of  different  companies  of 
ringers  a  subject  of  much  discussion  and  interest.  A  performanoe 
at  St  Peter's  this  day  created  quite  an  excitement  Mennk 
Robinson,  Fettiplace,  Peat,  Metheringham,  Crofts,  Mason,  ]%*adlegr^' 
and  Draper,  went  through  a  peal  of  seven  thousand  and  fdtt^' 
Oxford  treble-bob  (eight  in),  which  took  five  hours  and  one; 
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in  performing.  In  reviewing  this  performance,  the  effective  and  ^1774 
intricate  manner  in  which  the  peal  was  rung  is  worthy  of  as  much  ' 
consideration  as  the  number  of  changes ;  treble-bob,  for  beauty  of 
composition,  harmony,  and  difficulty  in  execution,  being  allowed 
a  superiority  over  all  other  even  bell  peals  whatsoever.  And  it 
may  be  observed  that  neither  a  peal  of  the  above  length,  nor  in 
that  method,  was  ever  rung  before  by  any  other  company  within 
one  hundred  miles  of  Nottingham. 

Ma/rck  19. — ^Trial  and  conviction  of  Richard  Wheatley,  for- 
robbing  the  bleach  yard  of  Messrs.  Unwin  and  Sons,  at  Sutton- 
in-Ashfield,  and  returning  from  transportation.  He  was  executed, 
as  already  stated,  in  company  with  Joseph  Shaw.  Wheatley  ¥ra8 
a  native  of  Ilkeston,  but  served  his  apprenticeship  in  Nottingham 
with  a  framework-knitter  in  Parliament-street,  named  Smith.  In 
1768,  he  was  transported  for  breaking  into  the  pie  shop  of  a  per- 
son named  Morton,  in  Shoemakers'-booth  (Exchange-alley),  and  was 
taken  to  Maryland,  in  America,  and  there  sold  as  a  slave,  to  the 
master  of  a  coasting  vessel ;  but  soon  becoming  an  able  sailor,  he 
was  impressed,  along  with  others,  to  serve  on  board  with  Admiral 
Rodney's  squadron,  then  on  the  West  India  station.  He  was 
subsequently  put  on  board  a  merchant  vessel,  and  in  1772  came 
back  to  England.  He  obtained  employment  in  London,  and  got 
married ;  but  in  the  following  year  deserted  his  wife  and  child, 
and  revisited  his  old  associates  in  this  neighbourhood.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  into  work  at  Loughborough ;  and  in  one  of  his 
excursions  thence,  to  see  a  brother  at  Sutton,  he  robbed  the  bleach 
yard ;  for  which,  and  being  found  at  large  in  this  country  before 
his  term  of  transportation  had  expired,  he  was  condemned  to 
death,  in  the  36th  year  of  his  age.  Under  the  gallows,  when, 
after  considerable  delay,  the  cap  was  drawn  over  his  eyes,  he 
implored  the  Sheriff  to  grant  him  a  few  minutes  longer,  and 
employed  them  in  exhorting  the  spectators  ''  to  take  warning  by 
his  uiidiappy  fate." 

April  19. — Death  of  Madam  Cassandra  Willoughby,  at  her 
residence  in  Broad-marsh,  in  this  town,  where  she  had  lived  with 
her  sister  Elizabeth,  a  great  number  of  years,  aged  83. 
This  maiden  lady  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Francis  Willoughby, 
Esq.,  of  Cossall,  and  was  connected  in  blood  with  the  noble  family, 
the  possessors  of  Wollaton.  She  was  a  lady  of  exemplary  virtue, 
and  very  liberal  to  the  poor,  and  though  a  strict  Roman  Catholic, 
administered  largely  with  an  impartial  hand  to  the  necessities  of 
both  Proteetants  and  Catholics.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  father 
of  this  lady  was  the  only  High  Sheriff  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
laitli  who  served  that  office  in  this  coimty  since  the  Reforma- 
tiQiL     He  WM  ifiscriAted  in  the  third  year  of   the  reign  of 

7B  Oldknow,  Esq.,  arrived  in  the 
ton  k.lCiflB  Sarah  Starkey,  '^a  very 

I  \mDi  independent  fortune," 
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Sr74  to  whom  he  had  been  united  in  London.  The  very  unusual 
circumstance  of  a  Mayor  finding  time  during  his  year  of  office  to 
successfully  besiege  the  heart  of  a  lady  was  deemed  worthy  of 
celebration,  and  l^e  victorious  knight  was  met  and  escorted  to  his 
house  in  Mount-street  by  a  procession,  with  music,  ringing  of  bells, 
and  other  rejoicings. 

Jvly  7. — Mr.  John  James,  brickmaker,  Hockley,  came  to  a 
premature  end,  by  an  accident  of  a  strange  and  melancholy 
nature.  A  few  days  previously,  as  he  was  busily  engaged  in 
stacking  hay,  his  daughter,  eight  years  of  age,  was,  for  her 
amusement,  placed  at  the  top  of  the  stack,  holding  in  her  hand  a 
small  hay  fork.  She,  unfortunately,  suffered  the  instrument  to 
slip  from  her  grasp,  and  sliding  down  the  side  of  the  rick,  the 
prongs  penetrated  the  father's  head,  and  so  injured  his  brain  that 
he  died  at  the  date  indicated. 

July  19. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  accompanied  by  the  Earl 
of  Lincoln,  and  a  retinue  of  gentlemen,  arrived  at  the  house  of 
Abel  Smith,  Esq.,  in  this  town.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  view- 
ing the  Castle  and  other  property  in  the  neighbourhood  belonging 
to  his  Grace.  Li  the  evening,  the  Duke  and  party  attended  the 
Theatre.  On  the  third  day,  at  half-past  two,  ninety  noblemen 
and  gentlemen,  including  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  attended 
at  lliurland-hall,  where  an  excellent  entertainment  had  been 
provided  at  his  Grace's  expense,  to  celebrate  his  election  as 
Recorder. 

August  8.-^An  outrage  was  committed  early  this  morning, 
by  a  number  of  dissolute  fellows,  one  of  whom  had  subsequently 
to  atone  for  it  with  his  life.  Its  subject  was  a  widow  of  the  name 
of  Mary  Dufty,  commonly  known  by  the  appellation  of  "  Widow 
Dufty,"  who  was  accustomed  to  go  out  to  gentlemen's  houses  as  a 
washerwoman.  The  day  previous  was  Sneinton  feast,  and  at 
night  the  woman  was  seen  on  the  footpath  which  led  from  that 
then  retired  village  to  Nottingham,  in  a  state  of  intoxication, — a 
circumstance  deemed  so  remarkable  as  to  excite  the  attention  of 
several  persons,  as  she  had  never  before  been  known  to  drink  to 
excesa  It  was  conjectured,  however,  that,  having  been  to  the 
feast,  her  friends  had  plied  her  with  liquor  rather  too  freely. 
The  poor  woman  was  in  the  60th  year  of  her  age,  was  honest  and 
industrious,  and  had  been  a  widow  about  a  year.  It  appeared 
subsequently  that  she  had  left  her  home,  near  the  maypole, 
which  then  stood  in  Parliament^street,*  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  in  company  with  a  female  acquaintance,  to  enjoy  them- 
selves a  little  at  Sneinton  wakes.  She  had  a  pennyworth  of  ale 
before  she  went,  and  the  evening  being  very  sultry,  indulged  in 

*  The  maypole  stood  at  the  lower  end  of  Upper  Parliament-street  It  waseraotedmidMr 
the  following  circumstances :  — A  violent  contest  took  place  at  an  election  in  1746,  hill  mum  • 
John  Plimiptre,  Esq.,  supported  by  the  Whigs,  and  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  sui^Dorted  bj  Ibt 
Tories,  the  latter  party  succeeding  for  the  first  time  since  the  year  1715 :  in  oonaeqineiice  at 
which,  Sir  Charles  gave  his  iNUlisans  the  flnest  fir  in  his  Park  at  NuttaU,  which  thigr  ewatti 
as  a  maypole.  It  waa  ordei^d  down  by  lir.  Thomas  Wyer,  when  he  was  orenotr  of  tiM 
higfawayt,  in  1780. 
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another  pennyworth  of  ale,  and  a  glass  of  mead,  at  Sneinton.  1774 
This,  combined  with  the  influence  of  the  fumee  of  tobacco^  in  a 
crowded  and  close  room,  so  aflfected  her  that  on  her  entrance  into 
the  open  air,  she  was  overcome.  She  was  first  observed,  in 
endeavouring  to  return  home,  near  a  pond  at  the  west  end  of  the 
village,  by  a  young  man  and  woman  :  they  noticing  her  condition, 
helped  her  over  a  stile  leading  from  Sneinton-fields  to  Nottingham, 
and  as  she  was  walking  in  the  close  by  their  side,  she  fell  down ; 
when  raised  up,  she  managed  to  stagger  ten  or  twelve  yards 
further,  and  then  fell  forward  upon  her  face,  her  hat  and  cap  both 
flying  off.  The  young  man  and  woman  rearranged  her  dress,  and  left 
her  sitting  on  the  grass.  Soon  after  the  woman  was  thus  left, 
several  men  came  up  to  her  in  the  close,  and  used  her  very  cruelly; 
they  gave  her  a  slap  on  the  face,  pulled  off  her  hat  and  cap, 
dragged  her  along  the  ground  by  her  hair,  stole  the  buckles  from 
her  shoes  and  the  handkerchief  from  her  neck,  and  finally  cast 
her  into  a  ditch. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock,  a  labouring  man,  walking 
towards  Pennyfoot-stile,  heard  a  voice  saying,  "  Gkx>d  Christians, 
eome  and  help  me  f  and  pi-oceeding  in  the  direction  of  the  sound, 
found  the  poor  creature  sitting  with  her  feet  in  the  dike.  She 
told  him -how  cruelly  she  had  been  used,  and  heassisted  her  over  a  gate 
adjoining  the  horse-road  leading  from  Glasshouse-lane  to  Sneinton, 
with  the  intention  of  seeing  her  home ;  but  as  he  was  leading  her 
along  the  lane,  he  was  met  by  some  young  men,  who  forced  her 
from  him,  telling  him  that  they  were  her  friends,  and  would  take 
care  of  her.  One  of  them  said  to  the  others,  *'  Lads,  here  is  a 
chance,  if  you  will  embrace  it  f  and  they  then  told  the  man,  thait 
if  he  followed  them  they  would  lick  him,  and  at  the  same  time 
doubled  their  fists  at  him.  They  then  took  her  to  near  the 
Meadow-plats  (then  a  secluded  part  of  the  open  fields),  followed 
by  the  labourer,  who,  though  he  dare  not  interfere,  determined  to 
watch  their  proceedings  from  the  covert  of  the  nearest  hedge. 
For  a  long  time  the  unhappy  victim  was  in  the  clutches  of  as 
diabolical  a  set  of  wretches  as  ever  disgraced  human  nature.  Not 
oontent  with  one  after  another  violating  her  person,  they  stripped, 
her  naked,  and  beat  and  'kicked  her,  and  were  heard  to  say  to  eadh 
odier,  *'  What  fine  sport  this  is !"  At  length,  the  barbarianfl 
thought  it  time  to  be  moving,  daybreak  dawning  upon  them,  and  ' 
the  woman  appearing  dead.  One  of  them,  however,  dreading  a 
discovery,  proposed  to  hang  her  upon  a  tree,  that  the  world  might 
suppose  she  had  committed  suicide,  and  began  to  take  off  her 
garters  for  that  purpose,  as  she  lay  on  the  ground ;  but  two  of  the 
party,  by  repeated  kicks,  which  they  inflicted  to  make  her  get  up, 
brought  her  at  length  to  her  senses.  Two  of  the  men  then 
supported  her  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Meadow-plats,  and  laid  her, 
nsA:ed  as  die  ira%  irith  Imt  hMb  downwards,  by  the  side  of  a 
ditoli,  where  the  ^^  ^  Iflft  her,  after  throwing  her 

wei  dotheeHlH*-^  *<^  gone,  the  labourer 
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1774  who  had  lain  in  ambush  watching  their  motions,  crept  throu^ 
the  hedge  just  as  he  heard  St  Mary's  clock  strike  four,  and  calling 
to  a  person  who  happened  to  be  passing  to  come  and  render 
assistance,  they  lent  their  own  clothes  to  cover  her  nakedness,  and 
with  great  difficulty  carried  her  home,  where  she  lingered  till  the 
25th,  and  then  expired. 

The  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  (as  it 
appeared  to  them  from  a  long  train  of  circumstantial  evidence) 
against  William  Voce,  John  Grampton,  jun.,  Joseph  Stenson, 
John  Smith,  and  others  unknown,  and  as  they  had  all  fled,  a 
Hberal  subscription  was  opened  to  ensure  their  apprehension. 
Voce,  who  had  been  so  imprudent  as  to  wear  the  poor  woman's 
buckles  on  his  shoes,  on  the  very  day  the  deed  was  committed,  was 
apprehended  in  Loudon,  on  the  6th  of  September,  and  committed 
for  trial.  Smith  and  Crampton  managed  to  elude  their  pursuers 
by  escaping  to  France,  but  hearing  some  years  afterwards  of  the 
labourer's  death,  returned,  and  when  arraigned  for  trial  were 
acquitted  for  want  of  evidence.  Stenson  wandered  about  the 
kingdom,  and  at  last  settled  in  Yorkshire,  without  interruption. 
At  the  time  of  the  deed  they  were  all  single  young  men  and 
framework-knitters. 

September  29. — ^Alderman  John  Garruthers  elected  Mayor. 

S^tember  30. — Intelligence  arriving   of    a    dissolution    of 
Parliament,   it  was  announced  that   Lord    Edward    Bentinck, 
brother  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Howe, 
would  stand  in  the  Whig  interest,  and  Sir  Charles  Sedley  as  the 
candidate  of  the  old  or  Tory  party.     The  election  commenced  on 
the  following  Tuesday,  and  the  polling  continued  till  ten  o'dook 
on  Friday,  when  a  soldier,  coming  near  the  polling  place  (a  booth 
in  front  of  the  Exchange),  was  so  imprudent  as  to  bring  hia 
sword  with  him,  and  the  crowd  not  permitting  him  to  go  forward, 
he  drew  the  weapon,  and  flourished  it  over  the  heads  of  the 
.   people,  inflicting  a  wound  upon  one  of  them.     He  then  struggled 
into  the  booth,  but  not  coming  out  after  he  had  polled,   the 
populace  became  so  deeply  exasperated  as  to  totally  stop  the 
business,  nor  would  they  sufler  the  polling  to  recommence  till  the 
Mayor  had  committed  the  ofiender  to  gaol  and  publicly  broken 
his  sword  into  piecea     At  noon  the  same  day  the  poll  closed  as 
follows : —  0 

For  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  Bart....  ...         1116 

The  Hon.  WiDiam  Howe  ...  972 

Lord  Edward  Bentinck    ...  ...  911 

Whereupon  the  two  former  were  declared  duly  elected. 

October  19. — Lord  Lincoln  and  the  Hon.  T.  Willoughby 
elected  for  the  county  without  opposition.  Li  the  aftemomii  the 
members  were  chaired  down  the  Pavements,  along  Bridlesmith- 
gate,  and  round  the  Mai*ket-place  to  their  respective  inns ;  publio 
dinners  were  given  in  various  parts  of  the  town ;  and  the  festmCy 
closed  with  a  grand  ball  at  the  Assembly-rooms,  apemidd  wHk^^ 
minuet  by  Lord  Lincoln  and  the  Countess  of  Sussex. 
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Deeemher  16. — Death  of  Francis,  Lord  Middleton,  aged  48   1774 
years.     Dying  a  bachelor,  he  was  succeeded  in  his  title  and  immense 
estates  by  his  only  brother,  the  Hon.  Thomas  Willoughby,  M.P., 
thus  creating  a  vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the  county. 

1775. 

January  1 1. — Election  of  Lord  Edward  Cavendish  Bentinck  1775 
as  the  new  county  representative.  It  had  been  anticipated  that 
an  opposition  candidate  would  be  nominated  in  the  Tory  interest^ 
more  especially  as  John  Musters,  Esq.,  had  issued  an  address 
expressive  of  his  readiness  to  stand.  The  influence  of  the  great 
Whig  landowners  was  felt,  however,  to  be  so  strong  as  to  induce 
Mr.  Musters  to  withdraw  his  pretensions  The  new  representative 
was  chaired  through  the  streets  of  Nottingham,  as  usual,  and  in 
the  evening,  a  baJl  at  the  Assembly-rooms  was  opened  by  his 
Lordship  and  the  Duchess  of  Portland  dancing  a  minuet 

Fehruary  1.-=— Mrs.  WaterhiU,  an  eccentric  widow  of  good 
property,  died  at  her  house  on  the  High-pavement,  aged  79  years. 
Among  her  peculiarities  it  may.be  instanced  that  she  entertained 
an  idea  that  the  Sabbath  ought  to  be  observed  on  the  Saturday, 
in  accordance  with  Jewish  practice  and  the  fourth  commandment. 
Consequently,  she  with  great  regularity  went  every  Saturday  to 
St.  Mary's  church,  dressed  in  her  best  apparel,  and  would  do  no 
kind  of  business  on  that  day.  She  did  not  however  neglect 
Divine  service  on  Sunday,  though  she  made  the  distinction  of 
going  in  her  ordinary  dress,  and  filling  up  the  rest  of  the  day  in 
sewing  and  other  secular  employment.  Her  remains  were  carried 
to  their  resting-place  near  the  porch  of  St.  Mary's,  pursuant  to 
her  will,  by  six  women  in  white,  no  man  being  permitted  to  touch 
her  coffin ;  and  on  the  morning  of  interment  seven  bells,  one  for 
each  day  in  the  week,  sent  forth  right  merry  peals  from  Uie  old 
church  tower. 

Mao'ch  16. — Cornelius  Launder,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff,  enter- 
tained a  large  party,  in  an  elegant  manner,  at  his  mansion  in  St. 
James'S'Street,  and  at  five  o'clock  set  out^  accompanied  by  his 
officers  and  javelin  men,  preceded  by  trumpets  and  his  armorial 
bearings,  to  meet  Sir  James  Eyre,  who  had  to  open  the  Assize 
Ooorts. 

At  these  assizes,  William  Voce  received  sentence  of  death 
for  the  part  he  took  in  the  murder  of  Mary  Dufty.  He  was 
executed  on  Monday,  the  20tL  The  sacrament  was  administered 
to  him  in  the  morning  by  the  chaplain,  though  he  denied  his 
participfttion  in  the  crime  to  Uie  last  moment.  At  ten,  he  was 
nrouf^t  up  from  the  condemned  cell,  and  had  his  irons  knocked  oflf ; 
and  at  twelve^  the  prooeanon  set  out^  and  arrived  at  the  fatal  spot 
in  about  an  lion»-  A#lMr  liAOffiiig  the  lunial  time,  the  body  ¥ras 
Cdxrejad  ifii-^  ^Ming  extended  on  a  table 

0 
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1775   was  inspected  by  great  numbers.     It  was  then  subjected  to  dia- 
section  in  the  same  place. 

February  28. — A  society  of  bell-pullers  rang,  with  the  tenbella 
of  St.  Mary's,  in  seven  hours  and  a  half,  eleven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty  grandsire  cators — a  performance  never,  we 
believe,  surpassed,  and  never  likely  to  be  again  attempted.  Mr. 
W.  D.  Crofts,  solicitor,  rang  the  ninth  bell  during  the  whole 
tihie.  Mr.  Richard  Peat,  of  Queen-street,  needle  maker,  the  last 
survivor,  died  in  1829,  aged  74  years. 

April  11. — Death  of  John  Collin,  Gent.,  at  his  house  on  the 
High-pavement,  age<l  66  years.  His  remains  were  interred  on  the 
14th  in  the  family  vault  at  St.  Nicholas's  church,  attended  by  a 
very  respectable  retinue,  including  several  Dissenting  ministers, 
deceased  having  been  a  member  of  the  church  worshipping  in 
Castle-gate.  The  Collins  were  descendants  of  the  individual 
of  that  name  who  was  appointed  by  Oliver  Cromwell  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  company  of  soldiers  doing  duty  at  Nottingham  Castle ; 
and  to  this  simple  circumstance  may  the  introduction  of  the  family 
be  traced  to  a  town  which  has  reaped  from  it  important  advan- 
tages. 

May  20. — Mr.  Warren,  of  Stapleford,  created  a  Baronet. 
Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  was  descended  from  the  family  of 
Borlase  of  Marlow,  in  Buckinghamshire ;  but  the  male  line  of  the 
family  became  extinct  at  the  death  of  Sir  John  Borlase,  in  1668. 
On  his  demise,  his  manors  and  estates  devolved  to  an  only  daughter, 
Anne,  married  to  Arthur  Warren,  of  Stapleford,  in  this  county, 
by  whom  he  had  issue  Borlase  Warren,  whose  grandson  is  the 
subject  of  the  present  memoir. 

Young  Warren,  at  an  early  age,  was  sent  to  Bicester,  in 
Oxfordshire,  for  education,  and  thence  removed  to  Winchester ; 
but  his  passion  for  a  naval  life  was  even  then  so  strong  that  he 
is  said  to  have  walked  one  fine  simimer's  morning  to  the  sea  side, 
and  actually  entered  himself  as  a  volunteer.  His  relations 
immediately  procured  him  a  situation  on  board  a  vessel,  and  after 
a  cruise  in  the  North  Sea,  Mr.  Warren  returned  to  England,  and 
was  prevailed  upon  to  resume  his  studies.  In  1776,  he  took  the 
degree  of  M. A.  at  Cambridge,  and  soon  after  quitted  the  University, 
and  made  a  tour  of  the  Continent.  On  Sir  John's  return  to  this 
country  he  entered  somewhat  into  the  dissipation  of  the  times. 
His  pleasures  were  partly  characterised  by  professional  amuse- 
ments, for  he  kept  a  yatch  in  the  Severn,  and  actually  purchased 
the  island  of  Lundy  for  the  accommodation  of  his  crew  and 
vessel.  About  this  time,  he  bought  a  commission  for  a  destitute 
grandson  of  Theodore,  late  king  of  Corsica,  and  in  the  most 
handsome  manner  presented  it  to  him.  Sir  John  now  turned  his 
attention  to  Parliament,  and  after  several  sharp  contests  was  twice 
returned  as  .representative  for  the  borough  of  Marlow.  But  in 
the  heat  of  the  American  war  his  naval  passion  IrinHli^^i 
and  he  resumed  the  duties  of  an  officer  m  Umi  Id 


THE  NOTTINGHAM   DATE-BOOK.  103 

Before  his  embarkation  on  board  the  Vemis^  Sir  John  performed  1776 
an  action  characteristically  benevolent  He  visited  the  Fleet  and 
King's  Bench  prisons,  and  released  all  the  naval  officers  in  both 
of  them  by  discharging  their  debts.  Our  hero  served  under  Lord 
Howe,  who,  with  a  powerful  squadron,  was  employed  on  the 
American  diores  blockading  the  iK)rts  of  the  present  United 
States,  and  while  on  this  station,  in  1788,  he  was  made  a  lieuten- 
ant, and  acted  in  that  capacity  on  board  the  Nonsuch,  After  two 
years'  service  on  the  Transatlantic  coast  our  young  lieutenant  re- 
turned to  Europe  upon  promotion ;  and  accordingly,  at  the  end  of 
a  few  months'  residence  on  board  the  Victory^  he  was  appointed 
master  and  commander,  1779,  and  nominated  to  a  sloop  of  war 
recently  taken  from  the  enemy.  Within  a  few  months  the 
Afiadnej  LAigle^  and  the  Wiru^helaea  frigate,  were  placed  succes- 
sively under  hia  command. 

Sir  John  now  deemed  it  a  proper  time  to  settle  in  life,  and 
married  a  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  General  Clavering,  K.B.,  by 
Lady  Diana  West,  third  daughter  of  the  first  Earl  of  Delaware. 
Thi/estimable  lady  survived  hbn  many  years. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  revolution,  and  the  war 
consequent  thereon,  Captain  Sir  J.  B.  Warren  hoisted  his  pennant 
on  board  the  Fhra^  a  new  frigate  of  36  guns,  and  was  occupied  a 
twelvemonth  in  convoying  merchantmen.  He  was  then  appointed 
to  the  command  of  a  flying  squadron,  consisting  of  four  frigates 
and  a  sloop  of  war,  with  which,  as  commodore,  he  intercepted  the 
trade,  annoyed  the  cruisers,  and  occasionally  engaged  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  contriving  to  keep  a  great  part  of  the  French  coast 
in  a  state  of  continual  fear  and  danger.  Soon  after  his  return,  in 
1794,  Sir  John  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  was  again 
sent  out  with  a  small  squadron  of  five  frigates,  including  the  FlorOy 
his  own  vessel.  Falling  in  with  a  similar  squadron  of  the  enemy 
off  the  French  coast,  a  close  and  decisive  action  ensued.  After  a 
contest  of  upwards  of  three  hours  duration  three  of  the  French 
ships  were  captured,  though  not  till  their  commodore  was  slain. 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  same  summer.  Commodore  Warren 
was  despatched  with  a  stronger  force  than  heretofore  to  his 
former  cruising  ground,  and  drove  La  Fdicite,  of  40  gims,  ashore 
on  the  Penmark  rocks,  while  he  pursued  two  corvettes  or  sloops 
of  war  under  refuger  of  three  batteries  near  the  Gamelle  rocks, 
and  fought  them  in  that  position  until  their  masts  fell  overboard, 
when  they  were  abandoned  by  their  respective  crews. 

The  English  Ministry  resolved  at  this  period  to  land  a  con- 
siderable body  of  French  emigrants  on  their  native  soil,  on  purpose 
to  efiect  a  junction  with  the  Chouans ;  and  as  no  one  was  better 
aoqnainted  with  the  coast  than  Commodore  Warren,  he  was 
selected  for  the  command  of  the  naval  department.  Having 
oollected  upwards  of  fifty  transports  the  emigrant  army  embarked 
froB^  tbe.Isle  of  Wight,  and  after  a  pa.ssage  of  sixteen  days,  dur- 

ribklb  tiiegr  were  at  one  time  in  immiaent  danger  of  falling  in 
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1775  with  the  whole  of  the  French  fleet,  they  achored  in  Qniberon 
Bay,  July  4th,  1795.  The  landing  of  the  main  body  was  effected 
during  tJie  night,  and  the  remainder  were  safely  put  on  shore  in 
the  course  of  the  succeeding  day,  with  an  immense  quantity  of 
muskets,  uniforms,  provisions,  stores,  and  five  pieces  of  cannon.  * 
But  as  the  position  assumed  in  the  peninsula  could  not  be  main- 
tained without  getting  possession  of  the  battery  which  commanded 
it,  the  Commodore  gave  orders  for  three  frigates  to  attack  Fort 
Penthievre  on  one  side,  while  he  himself  landed  with  a  body  of 
English  marines  to  join  the  emigrants  and  royalists  on  the  other, 
who,  being  newly  clothed,  presented  the  spectacle  of  a  numerous 
and  well  appointed  army ;  so  that  after  a  siege  of  two  days  the 
garrison,  being  afraid  of  an  assault,  surrendered  prisoners  of  war. 
Sir  John  performed  many  other  important  services,  for  par- 
ticulars of  which  the  reader  may  refer  to  the  naval  histories  of 
the  period.  The  most  signal  of  these  were,  his  capture  of  the 
French  fleet  in  1796,  off  Achil  Head,  for  which  he  received  the 
thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament;  the  capture  of  the  JStaile; 
the  storming  of  several  of  the  enemy's  coast  batteries;  and 
throwing  succours  into  Porto  Ferrajo,  thereby  enabling  the  garrison 
to  make  a  successful  sally  on  the  beseigers. 

With  the  war,  ended  for  a  time  the  services  of  Sir  John 
Warren,  now  a  Bear  Admiral  of  the  Blue ;  and  he  accordingly 
returned  to  this  neighbourhood  to  enjoy  repose  in  the  bosom  of 
his  &mily.  But  alas !  this  was  embittered  by  the  death  of  his 
son,  a  fine  young  man,  who  had  gone  to  Egypt  as  an  officer  of  the 
Guards,  and  died  there.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  Amiens  he  was 
selected  for  the  embassy  to  Russia,  and  he  accordingly  repaired 
with  his  family  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburgh.  Previous  to 
setting  out  he  was  made  a  Privy  Counsellor. 

In  1796  Sir  John  was  elected  a  repi^esentative  in  Parliament 
for  the  town  of  Nottingham.  He  was  again  returned  in  1802, 
and  sat  till  the  dissolution  in  1806.  In  the  latter  year.  Sir  John 
took  the  command  of  a  squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  the  French  Admiral  Lenois  on  his 
return  from  the  East  Indies  laden  with  spoil,  on  board  the 
Marengo,  of  80  guns,  and  the  Belle  Potde  frigate,  and  after  a 
smart  action  both  these  rich  vessels  were  taken.  The  Right  Hon. 
Bart  having  now  risen  to  the  rank  of  A'dmiral,  was  in  1812, 
appointed  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels 
on  the  North  American  station,  and  occupied  that  important  post 
during  the  last  American  war.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  unhappy 
contest  he  returned  to  England,  and  passed  much  of  his  time  at 
Stapleford,  frequently  appearing  in  Nottingham  on  the  county 
bench  of  magistrates.  Sir  John  was  paying  a  visit  to  Sir  Richard 
Keate,  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  when  he  was  seized  suddenly  with 
a  serious  illness,  and  died  there  on  the  27th  of  Febraary,  1822. 
He  left  no  other  issue  than  a  daughter,  married  to  tbe  Hon. 
George  Vernon. 
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May  29. — Workmen  commenced  the  demolition  of  an  ancient  1775 
house  on  the  High-pavement,  the  most  picturesque  probably  in 
the  town*  It  stood  at  the  comer  of  Gamers-hill,  and  had  been 
in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Edwards,  an  eminent  peruke  maker. 
The  style  of  the  building  was  early  English,  each  story  projecting 
two  feet  or  more  beyond  the  one  beneath  it,  so  that  the  one  next 
the  roof  was  more  than  nine  feet  wider  than  the  ground  floor. 
The  whole  was  composed  almost  entirely  of  oak  and  chestnut, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  nearly  six  hundred  years  old. 

Jwne  17. — Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  in  which  the  British 
troops  sustained  a  loss  of  1,054  men,  of  whom  226  were  killed. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans,  as  reported  by  themselves,  was  450. 
Hence  the  origin  of  Bunker's-hill,  Parliament-street,  the  houses  of 
which  were  bmlt  about  this  time. 

August  1. — ^A  general  meeting  of  the  Deputy  Lieutenants 
was  held  at  the  Swan  inn,  Mansfield,  relative  to  the  Militia 
Act.  A  dispute  between  the  town  of  Nottingham  and  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  respecting  the  number  of  men  to  serve  for  the 
town,  came  to  an  amicable  settlement,  and  the  proportion  was 
adjusted  as  subjoined  : — 


Nottingham  town    ... 

80 

Rushcliffe  hundred 

...  34 

BassetUw  hundred  ... 

123 

Bingham 

...  37 

Broxtowe 

93 

Newark 

...  46 

Thurgarton 

70 

August  4. — Sarah  Lowe  and  Samuel  Webb  received  sentence 
of  death,  at  the  Town  Hall,  for  violently  assaulting  and  robbing 
William  Ironmonger  of  a  silver  watch  and  three  guineas.  The 
robbery  was  committed  late  at  night,  near  the  Bam  inn,  in  the 
Market-place.  Sir  William  Blackstone  addressed  them  in  the 
usual  pathetic  terms,  advising  them  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
short  time  they  had  to  live  by  a  sincere  repentence,  &c.  The 
next  day  they  were  sentenced  to  transportation. 

September, — As  some  excavators  were  at  work  on  the  south 
side  of  Broad-marsh,  they  discovered  a  quantity  of  human  bones 
in  a  good  states  of  preservation,  considering  that  they  must  have 
lain  there  at  least  since  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  YIII.  In  some  of  the  skulls  the  teeth  were 
quite  perfect.  The  Minorities  or  Minors  had  a  monastery  at  the 
west  comer  of  Broad-marsh,  the  garden  wall  of  which  extended 
as  for  south  as  the  river  Leen.  The  Minors  were  mendicants  of 
the  order  of  St.  Francis,  and  were  commonly  known  as  Grey 
PViars.  The  monastery  in  Broad-marsh  was  founded  by  Henry  III., 
A.D.  1250,  and  was  surrendered  in  1539  by  Thomas  Heneage, 
the  last  warden,  and  seven  friars. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Fellows  elected  Mayor. 

OeUher  18. — John  Inglesant,  Gent.,  of  St.  James Vstreet, 
Jtofced  into  the  Senior  Council  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dymock, 
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1775  Up  to  this  period,  when  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  paned  to 
abolish  the  practioe,.  the  provincial  banks  all  over  the  countrj 
were  aocustomed  to  issue  notes  for  sums  as  small  as  ten  and  five 
shillings  eacL  These  were  very  common  in  Nottingham.  Some 
banks  in  Yorkshire  had  even  in  circulation  notes  for  the  value  of 
sixpence.  The  nuisance  of  such  beggarly  establishments  may 
easily  be  conceived  when  it  is  leamt,  that  in  addition  to  the 
smallness  of  the  sums  for  which  they  issued  their  paper,  they  ap- 
pended a  condition  that  their  notes  should  not  be  exchanged  for 
silver,  unless  the  holder  brought  the  change  for  a  guinea  to  the 
issuer. 

1776. 

1776  JamuMry. — Great  fall  of  snow  and  intense  cold.  Drivers  of 
vehicles  found  it  impossible  to  complete  their  journeys,  and  the 
stage  coach  to  London  was  stopped  midway,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed. A  contemporary  record  states  that  the  road  beyond 
Northampton  **  was  crowded  with  the  passengers  of  the  northern 
stages,  who  had  been  detained  there  all  the  week  owing  to  the 
great  depth  of  snow ;  that  many  of  them,  unpossessed  of  the  gift 
of  second  sight,  had  neglected  to  make  provision  for  the  contin- 
gency that  had  befallen  them,  and  were  reduced  to  the  greatest 
distress ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  some,  who  were  well  supplied 
with  the  one  thing  needful  lived  gaily  at  the  nearest  public  or 
farm  houses,  and  were  in  high  spirits ;  and  that  almost  every 
house  on  the  road  exhibited  either  a  droll  picture  of  noise,  merri- 
ment, and  di8si|)ation,  or  else  wore  visible  marks  of  vexation, 
disappointment,  and  chagrin." 

On  the  13th,  two  men  were  returning  in  the  evening  from 
Nottingham  market  to  Papplewick,  when  they  were  overcome  by 
the  cold  half-way  between  Eed-hill  and  their  place  of  destination. 
In  the  morning,  one  of  them  was  found  extended  on  the  snow 
and  dead ;  the  other  was  found  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  with 
his  stiffened  amis  clasping  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  icicles  at 
the  end  of  his  fingers :  with  much  difficulty  his  life  was 
preserved. 

The  same  day  another  sufferer  was  rescued  from  death  by  Mr. 
Turner,  an  attorney  of  this  town.  A  young  woman  in  the  service 
of  Mr.  Lee,  of  the  Peacock  Tavern,  near  St.  Peter^s  church,  had 
been  to  Leeds  on  a  visit  to  her  friends,  and  was  returning  to 
Nottingham.  She  left  Leeds  as  an  outside  passenger  on  the 
coach,  but  about  midway  the  trenuaidous  fall  of  snow  rendei*ed 
it  impORKible  for  the  vehicle  to  proceed  furtlier,  and  the  young 
woman  not  having  the  means  to  stay  where  she  was,  set  out 
-  resolutely  on  foot.  She  nianof^eil  to  reach  a  little  on  this  side  The 
Hut,  on  the  Manniield-road,  when  her  strensth  totally  fuled,  and 
she  lay  down  to  perish.      In  the  hour  of  her  eztranilgr  Mr* 
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Tomer  happened  to  be  passing  that  way  on  horseback,  and  1776 
prompted  bj  humanity,  raised  her  up,  took  off  his  great  coat  and 
wrapped  her  in  it,  drew  his  gloves  on  to  her  hands,  and  with 
great  difficulty  succeeded  in  conveying  her  to  Red-hill,  where  she 
was  properly  taken  care  of  at  his  expense  until  sufficiently 
recovered  to  be  brought  to  NottinghanL 

Jwfmcvry  20. — ^The  average  price  of  wheat  in  Nottingham 
market,  34s.  per  qr.;  of  barley,  26s.  6d. 

Febfua/ry  14. — Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.,  having  been  de- 
clared by  the  House  of  Commons  duly  elected  for  Derby,  was  met 
by  a  vast  concourse  of  people  about  a  mile  from  that  town  in  full 
procession,  with  music,  banners,  streamers,  <kc.  Upwards  of  a 
hundred  gentlemen  and  tradesmen  went  also  from  Nottingham  to 
meet  Mr.  Coke,  including  six  butchers  with  blue  silk  waistcoats. 
As  soon  as  they  met  him,  accompanied  by  Sir  Henry  Harpur,  he 
ordered  the  butchers  to  fall  in  procession  before  his  carriage,  a 
position  which  they  occupied  throughout  the  chairing.  Forty-two 
of  the  Nottingham  gentlemen  dined  subsequently  at  the  old 
Assembly-room,  and  when  Mr.  Coke  sent  to  defray  the  expense, 
they  firmly  but  respectfully  resolved  to  discharge  it  themselves. 
Hie  Nottingham  butchers  rung  a  peal  on  their  cleavers  in  the 
King's  Head  yard,  which,  with  their  blue  silk  waistcoats,  made  a 
very  favourable  impression  on  the  gentlemen  present.  After  din- 
ner they  rang  another  peal  in  the  Market-place,  and  a  third  peal 
in  the  Corn-market  before  the  King's  Head  gate.  They  were  dien 
sent  for  by  Mrs.  Pole,  of  Radboume,  to  ring  another  peal  at  her 
lodgings,  which  so.  delighted  her  that  she  offered  them  a  guinea 
and  a  half ;  but  to  their  honour  they  nobly  refused  it,  saying  they 
had  not  come  with  any  expectation  of  gain,  but  purely  to  honour 
the  cause  of  Mr.  Coke. 

April  17. — ^A  woman  was  arraigned  at  the  town  quarter 
sessions,  and  fined,  "  for  baking  oatcakes  on  the  Lord's  day." 

May  21!. — Death  of  Miss  Sarah  Sherwin,  at  her  house  in  St. 
Mary^s-gate,  aged  64  years,  the  aunt  of  the  late  John  Sherwin, 
Esq.,  barrister,  of  this  town.  The  remains  of  this  lady  were 
interred  within  St.  Mary's  church,  on  the  5th  of  Jime,  in  grand 
funeral  procession.  The  pall  was  supported  by  Lord  Middleton, 
Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  Sir  Thomas  Parkyns,  Sir  Creorge  Smith,  John 
Wri^t,  Esq.,  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.  (chief  mourner),  John  Fox- 
croft,  Esq.,  John  Westcomb  Emerton,  Esq.,  and  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Gregory. 

Jwne  14. — A  grand  ball  was  given  at  the  Castle  by  Lieut. 
Lord  George  Sutton,  Lieut. -Colonel  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Regiment  of  Militia.  The 
company  included,  the  principal  families  of  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  ball  room  bore  a  particularly  brilliant  appearance.  The 
ngiment  did  duty  at  the  Castle  to  keep  off  intruders,  kc 
^       JMy  4. — Declaration  of  American  independence. 

(bfkniber  8. — George  Brown,  who  had  been  sentenced  to 
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1776  death  at  the  Summer  Aflsizes  for  committing  a  burglary  at  Worksop^ 
had  his  sentence  commuted  to  "  three  years  hard  labour  on  the 
Thames,"  near  London. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Sands  installed  into  the  office 
of  Mayor. 

October  21. — At  a  meeting  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  held 
at  the  White  Lion  inn,  a  subscription  was  entered  into  for  the 
erection  of  a  Stand  on  the  Race-course ;  no  person  being  allowed 
to  subscribe  less  than  twenty  guineas,  which  would  entitle  each 
subscriber  to  two  silver  tickets,  to  be  transferable ;  each  ticket  to 
admit  a  lady  or  gentleman  during  the  races.  The  principal 
subscribers  wei-e  the  Dukes  of  Newcastle,  Norfolk,  and  Portland, 
200  guineas  each ;  and  Lord  Middleton,  Sir  Greorge  Saville,  Sir 
Charles  Sedley,  and  John  Musters,  Esq.,  100  guineas  each.  The 
total  sum  sulwcribed  amounted  to  £2,460.  The  present  structure 
was  built  in  the  following  year.  The  local  newspaper  of  Feb.  Ist, 
thus  describes  it : — 

On  Monday  morning  were  begun  to  be  dug  on  the  Forest,  near  Nottingfaam 
race-couno,  the  foundations  of  a  new  grand  stand,  and  on  Tuesday  the  first 
stone  thereof  was  laid  by  B(r.  Samuel  Stretton,  builder,  one  of  tiie  undertakos 
of  the  said  fabric.  The  above  stand  will  be  built  on  an  entire  new  plan,  designad 
by  tiiat  ingenious  architect,  John  Carr,  Eaq.,  of  York,  to  whom,  and  the  shIh 
scribers  of  so  noble  an  edifice,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  praise  will  be  handed 
down  to  future  generations.  The  above  building  will  extend  upwards  of  81  fesi 
in  the  front,  and  in  the  centre  upwards  of  62  feet  wide ;  the  lower  stoxy  will 
consist  of  tea  and  card  rooms,  a  vestibule,  and  geometrical  staircase,  ezdusiTa  of 
a  kitchen,  bar,  store  rooms,  cellars,  &c. ;  and  tne  upper  stor^  of  a  genteel  xoom, 
upwards  of  61  feet  long  (breadth  in  proportion^ ;  this  room  is  de8i^ied,not  odIt 
for  entertainments,  but  so  ordered  that  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  don't 
choose  to  stand  on  the  miranda  or  platform  (which  is  to  be  supported  by  aa 
arcade  below),  may  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  course  m  every  part. 
The  roof  will  have  steps  thereon,  covered  with  lead,  on  which  near  600  people 
may  stand  at  once,  and  will,  as  weU  as  the  miranda  or  platform  b^w,  be  innlosod 
wiu  a  stone  balustrade. 

Nottingham  Bace-course  was,  in  ancient  times,  four  miles 
round ;  eaiiy  in  the  18th  century  it  was  reduced  to  two  miles. 
The  course  as  then  reduced  continued  in  existence  until  the  year 
1797,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  the  inclosure  of  the  Radford  and 
Lenton  portion  of  the  Forest.  In  1798  another  course  was 
made,  in  the  form  of  a  figui*e  of  8.  In  consequence,  however, 
of  the  bad  view  of  the  sport  which  it  afforded  to  the  spectatorSi  it 
gave  place  to  another  of  an  oval  form  in  1813.  This,  the  present 
course,  has  undergone  considerable  alteration  in  lowering  the 
hills,  SiCj  and  is  now  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  prettiest  in  the 
kingdom. 

In  1777,  the  Corporation  of  Nottingham  granted  a  lease 
of  the  course  to  Lord  Edward  Bentinck  and  others,  in  trust  for 
the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  county,  containing  a  covenant 
that,  in  the  event  of  a  general  inclosure  act,  such  leasehold 
property  should  immediately  revert  to  the  Corporation.  Accord* 
ingly,  the  Inclosure  Act  of  1845  authorized  the  Town  Council  to 
take  possession  of  the  propeHy,  and  it  is  now  vested  in  their 
hands* 
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Oolwick  Hall,  near  this  town,  was  built  about  this  period  by    1776 
Mr.  S.  Stretton,  of  Nottingham,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jolm 
Garr,  of  York,  architect. 

1777. 

JwM, — ^The  organ  in  St.  Mary's  church,  built  by  the  cele-   1777 
brated  Snezzler,  of  Oxford-road,  London,  was  opened  this  month. 

JwM  18. — ^The  Rev.  J.  Wesley,  in  his  cUary  of  this  date^ 
pays  the  following  compliment  to  his  followers : — ''  I  preached  at 
Nottingham  to  a  serious,  loving  congregation.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  people  of  this  town  which  I  cannot  but  much  approve 
of,  fdthough  most  of  our  society  are  of  the  lower  class,  chiefly 
employed  in  the  stocking  manufacture ;  yet  there  is  generally  an 
uncommon  gentleness  and  sweetness  in  their  temper,  and  some- 
thing of  el^ance  in  their  behaviour,  which,  when  added  to  solid, 
vital  religion,  makes  them  an  ornament  to  their  profession.'' 

September  6. — ^The  Journal  of  this  date  gives  the  subjoined 
description  of  ladies'  undress  for  August : — **  The  ladies'  feishion- 
able  undress,  commonly  called  a  dishabille,  to  pay  visits  in  the 
morning,  also  for  walking  in  the  country,  on  account  of  its  bein|f 
neat,  light,  and  short,  coiudsts  of  a  jacket,  the  front  part  of  whi(£ 
is  made  like  a  sultana;  the  back  part  is  cut  out  in  four  pieces;  the 
middle  part  is  not  wider  at  the  bottom  than  about  half  an  inch ; 
the  sides  in  proportion  very  narrow.  The  materials  most  in  vogue, 
are  white  muslins  with  a  coloured  printed  border  chintz  pattern, 
printed  on  purpose  in  borders  about  an  inch  deep.  The  silks, 
which  are  diidy  lutestrings,  are  mostly  trimmed  with  gauze. 
The  gauze  is  tucked  upon  the  bottom  of  the  jacket,  and  edged 
with  different  coloured  fringes.  The  petticoat  is  drawn  up  in  a 
festoon,  and  tied  with  a  true  lover's  knot,  two  tassels  hanging  down 
from  each  festoon.  A  short  gauze  apron,  striped  or  figured,  cut 
in  three  scollops  at  the  bottom,  and  trimmed  round  with  a  broad 
trimming  closely  plaited;  the  middle  of  the  apron  has  three 
scollops  reversed.  The  cuffs  are  puckered  in  the  shape  of  a 
double  pine,  one  in  front  of  the  arm,  the  other  behind,  but  the 
front  rather  lower.  To  complete  this  dress  for  summer  walking 
the  most  elegant  and  delicate  ladies  carry  a  long  japanned  walk- 
ingHsane  with  an  ivory  hook  head,  and  on  the  mid^e  of  the  cane 
is  &8tened  a  silk  tmibrella,  or  what  the  French  call  a  parasol, 
which  defends  them  from  the  sun  and  slight  showers  of  rain.  It 
opens  by  a  spring,  and  it  is  pushed  up  towards  the  head  of  the 
cane  when  expanded  for  use.  Hats,  with  the  feathers  spread, 
obiefly  made  of  chip,  covered  with  fancy  gauze  puckered,  variegated 
artifidal  flowers,  bell  tassels,  and  other  decorations  are  worn 
laigeii  No  alteration  worth  notice  has  taken  place  in  gentlemen's 
eiieept  that  they  increase  the  size  of  their  hats,  and  cock 
km  Qennan  military  style." 
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1777  September  29. — ^The  election  of  Mayor  was  attended  by  aa 

attempt  of  the  anti-Corporate  party  to  throw  the  civic  appoint- 
ments open  to  the  burgesses  at  large.  -  According  to  custom,  the 
Corporate  body,  after  Divine  service,  rose  from  their  seats  in  the 
chancel  of  St.  Mary's,  and  proceeded  to  the  south  porch,  where 
they  all  made  a  stand  while  the  Town  Clerk  called  over  every 
member  upon  the  clothing.  As  they  responded  to  their  names 
they  re-entered  the  church,  falling  into  two  rows  according  to 
their  seniority.  This  ceremony  being  over,  the  members  proceeded 
to  the  vestry,  and  the  Town  Clerk  called  upon  the  Mayor  to 
nominate  his  successor.  His  Worship  proposed  Mr.  Alderman 
Richard  Butler,  who  was  approved  of  unanimously.  Mr.  Butler 
was  then  asked  whom  he  named  for  his  first  Sheriff,  and  replied. 
Sir  George  Smith,  Bart.  Here,  proceeds  the  account,  the  Court 
had  a  new  scene  opened  to  their  view,  by  one  of  the  Junior 
Council  putting  up  Mr.  S.  Cre^iwell  to  serve  the  office  of  Sheriff, 
a  gentleman  who  had  never  been  elected  into  any  office  in  the 
body.  At  the  same  instant,  the  vostry  door  by  some  means  flew 
open,  and  a  number  of  burgesses  rufihe<l  into  the  place,  the 
presence  of  whom  for  a  few  moments  rather  alarmed  the  Corpora- 
tion, as  their  company  was  neither  expected  nor  desired.  On  being 
asked  what  they  wanted,  a  butcher  advanced  to  the  table  and 
nominated  as  Sheriffs,  Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Dale.  The  Corpora- 
tion, however,  insisted  upon  every  burgess  not  upon  tlie  clothing 
immediately  leaving  the  vestry,  a  step  they  accordingly  took. 
Mutual  recrimination  of  a  veiy  warm  nature,  between  the  old 
body  and  the  Junior  Council  relative  to  the  interruption,  was  the 
immediate  and  natural  consequence.  On  its  cessation,  Sir  Qeorge 
Smith  was  declared  duly  elected.  The  Mayor  then  nominated 
Mr.  Statham,  an  opulent  hosier,  as  the  other  Sheriff,  and  he  also 
was  declared  duly  elected.  The  votes  of  the  Junior  Council  being 
given  to  Messra  Creswell  and  Dale,  were  not  recorded  in  the 
Corporation  books. 

Nonember  8. — ^The  extreme  difficulty  in  procuring  authentic 
news,  common  to  this  period,  may  be  illustrated  by  the  subjoined 

extract  from  the  local  newspaper : — 

Monday  evening  last,  several  ffentlemen  of  this  town  received  letters  by 
the  coach,  with  an  account  of  a  total  defeat  of  General  Washington's  army  in 
America  obtained  by  his  Majesty's  forces  under  the  command  of  Oeneral  Sir 
>^liam  Howe.  Soon  after,  this  news  was  communicated  to  several  gentlemen 
who  were  regaling  themselves  at  different  public  houses  in  the  town ;  and  in 
consequence  of  the  above  interesting  and  most  important  intelligence  arriving, 
the  bells  began  to  ring  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  ul 
Taesday  and  the  day  following  with  but  very  little  intermission.  At  intervals, 
several  young  men  assembled  themselves  together  on  this  joyful  occasion,  each 
armed  with  a  gun,  and  paradcil  the  streets,  frequently  discharging  the  same, 
which  was  immediately  re-echoed  with  uncommon  shouts  of  applause.  The 
populace  procured  an  ass,  on  which  they  erected  a  figure  representmg  the  rebel 
Gena*al  Washmgton  dressed  in  militxir>'  character,  which  was  repeatedly  fired  at 
and  after  that  committed  to  the  flames.  We  were  also  amused  with  the  expec* 
tation  of  a  Ghizette  extraordinary  arriving  to  confirm  the  accounts  contained  in 


the  above  letters,  and  also  in  one  received  here  on  Tuesday,  from  a  gentleman 
who  had  heard  the  purport  of  an  express  which  reached  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's, 
Clumber  Park,  on  the  previous  day.    The  same  day  we  also  received  a  Glasgow 
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newq^per  oonfirminff  the  above  advices.    After  receiving  so  many  aooonnts  (all    1777 
agreeing  with  each  other)  of  such  important  news,  who  could  be  otherwise  than 
in  an  elevated  state. — ^No  extraordinarv  Gazette  has  yet  (Saturday)  arrived  with 
a  oonfirmation,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  generallv  believed  to  be  true^althouf^ 
Government  had  not  received  their  official  accounts  from  Sir  William  Howe. 

It  is  scaroely  necessary  to  add  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
total  defeat  so  enthusiastically  greeted. 

As  some  workmen  were  digging  on  that  part  of  Standard* 
hill  known  as  "  Derry  Mount/'  they  disclosed  a  number  of  human 
bones  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  though  they  had  doubtless  lain 
there  since  the  great  civil  war.  In  one  of  the  skulls  there  was 
evidently  a  bullet  hole.  A  dagger  was  found  alongside  one  of  the 
skeletons,  and  also  a  silver  and  a  copper  coin.  On  the  latter  (a 
tradesman's  token)  was  the  inscription,  '*  Thomas  Cheshire  at  the 
King's  Head,  Fore-street,  1669,  lus  half-penny." 

Bestwood  Park,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban's, 
was  brought  into  a  state  of  cultivation  about  this  period. 

The  Erewash  canal,  11 J  miles  in  length,  connecting  the  Trent 
with  the  Oromford  canal,  was  in  process  of  formation. 

1778. 

Jarmwry, — ^The  framework-knitters  apply  to  Parliament  for  1778 
a  law  to  raise  the  rage  of  wages,  to  lower  the  charge  for  frame 
rent,  and  to  prevent  abuses  and  frauds  in  the  trada  Their 
petition  was  presented  by  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.,  M.P.  for 
Derby,  and  purported  to  be  the  prayer  of  the  framework-knitters 
genenJlj.  It  stated  that  they  had  served  regular  apprenticeships, 
and  had  always  employed  themselves  in  making  stockings,  mitt% 
and  gloves,  on  the  stocking  frame,  of  silk,  cotton,  thread,  and 
worsted,  and  notwithstanding  their  utmost  industry  were  incapable 
of  providing  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  small  quantity  of  their  wages,  but  the  paying  of  frame 
rent^  and  other  charges  in  keeping  the  frames  in  working  order : 
they  therefore  prayed  the  House  tliat  leave  might  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  settle  and  regulate  the  wages  of  persons  em- 
ployed^in  the  art  of  framework  knitting  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
the  House  should  seem  meet.  The  House  ordered  the  petition  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  who  were  to  report  thereupon.  The 
oonunittee  accordingly  proceeded  to  hear  the  evidence  of  the 
petitioners,  and  numbers  of  the  workmen  presented  themselves 
for  that  purpose.*  The  hosiers,  who  had  formed  an  association  in 
self  defence,  appointed  Mr.  Samuel  Turner,  an  attorney,  their 
secretary  and  agent ;  but  such  was  the  restraint  in  which  they 
were  held,  arising  from  fear  of  popular  displeasure,  that,  though 
very  desirous  of  submitting  evidence  against  the  bill,  not  one  of 
th^  had  the  courage  to  venture  his  person,  property,  and  character 
against  the  general  odium  of  the  working  classea  Finding  it  neoes- 
aary,  however,  to  make  some  sort  of  defence,  Turner  induced  two 
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1778  master  stockingers,  Henry  Gox  and  James  Thorpe,  to  give  evidence 
against  the  petition,  doubtless  under  the  idea  that  by  so  doing 
the  hosiers  would  throw  in  their  way  a  greater  number  of  frames. 
The  committee  of  the  House,  aware  of  the  position  of  the  hosiers, 
dispensed  with  the  counter  evidence,  and  made  a  report,  upon 
which  a  bill  was  founded.  On  the  25th  February,  upon  the 
motion  of  Lord  E.  Bentinck  that  the  bill  be  brought  in,  the  House 
divided,  when  the  nimibers  were,  27  for  its  admission,  and  52 
against  it.  As  may  readily  be  conceived,  the  defeated  petitioners 
were  angrily  excited,  and  poured  their  vials  of  wrath  upon  Cox, 
Thorpe,  and  Lawyer  Turner.  The  first  of  the  trio  had  his  house 
beset,  his  windows  broken,  his  family  terrified,  and  his  life 
threatened ;  whilst  the  two  latter  had  attacks  made  upon  them  by 
stones  being  thrown  through  their  bedroom  windows  at  night. 
For  the  discovery  of  the  perpetrators  of  these  oifences,  the 
hosiers'  association  offered  the  insignificant  reward  of  ten 
guineas. 

The  activity  of  the  recruiting  parties  at  this  memorable 
epoch  in  our  national  history  is  worthy  of  comment.  The  stem 
necessity  for  men  to  serve  in  America  and  the  East  Indies  had 
led  to  the  embodiment  of  numerous  corps  of  local  militia,  for  the 
threefold  purpose  of  liberating  the  regular  troops  for  colonial 
service,  maintaining  the  defence  of  the  country  by  the  militia  re- 
maining at  home,  and  furnishing  volunteers  in  a  state  of  discipline. 
Great  inducements  were  held  out.  Nor  were  the  authorities  very 
particular  as  to  the  qualification  of  recruits.  It  was  simply 
required  that  men  should  be  5ft.  4in.  in  stature,  and  under  35 
years  of  age ;  and  lads  5ft.  lin.  high,  and  imder  20.  It  was  an 
almost  everyday  occurrence  for  appix^utices,  especially  those  con- 
nected with  the  framework  knitting  branches,  who  as  a  body  were 
hardly  dealt  with,  to  clandestinely  forsake  their  employment  and 
aooept  his  Majesty's  bounty. 

An  advertisement  for  ten  substitutes  to  serve  in  the  Regi- 
ment of  Nottinghamshire  Marksmen,  or  42nd  Battalion  of 
Militia,  of  which  we  have  a  copy,  offei*ed  the  following  artfully 
constructed  bait: — "They  will  be  welcomed  to  a  good  Englidi 
ordinary  of  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding,  and  a  ticket  for  the 
play  at  night,  will  be  paid  a  handsome  bounty,  and  be  quartered 
in  the  delightful  and  plentiful  town  of  Kingston-upon-Hull, 
where  excellent  ale  is  sold  at  only  threepence  the  full  quart,  fish 
of  the  best  quality  at  one  peimy  per  pound,  and  shambles  meat 
at  a  lower  rate  than  in  most  towns  in  the  kingcldm.''  Applicants 
were  referred  to  Mrs.  Scott's,  the  Eight  Bells,  near  St.  Peter's 
church. 

Janwvry  14. — ^A  woman  named  Shaw,  daughter  of  the  land- 
lord of  the  Elephant  and  Castle  Tavern,  in  Hounds-gate,  was 
proceeding  this  evening  along  Greyfriars-gate,  in  a  state  of  partial 
intoxication,  when  she  fell  into  a  place  called  "  the  Sough,"*  and 

*  A  deep  and  uuoovered  receptacle  for  the  sewage  of  the  noighbourhood. 
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being  unable  to  get  out,  lay  there  all  night.     A  labourer  noticed  1778 
her  in  the  morning  as  he  was  passing  by,  and  was  endeavouring  to 
extricate  her  from  her  most  miserable  situation,  when  she  heaved 
a  deep  sigh  and  instantly  expired. 

Javmary, — ^The  sum  of  £100  was  subscribed  in  Nottingham 
for  the  relief  of  Americans  confined  in  EngUsh  prisons.  A 
similar  subscription  was  raised  in  most  of  the  large  towns,  the 
destitute  condition  in  which  the  captives  were  kept  rendering  the 
exercise  of  benevolence  necessary. 

February  11. — A  recruiting  party  of  the  Royal  Manchester 
Volunteers  beat  roimd  the  town  at  night  with  an  elegant  blue 
flag,  and  twelve  flambeaux,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  butchers, 
who  rang  melodious  peals  on  their  cleavers.  They  succeeded  in 
enlisting  nearly  fifty  recruits. 

April, — A  number  of  gentlemen  entered  into  a  subscription 
to  repair  the  labyrinth  known  as  "Shepherd's,"  or  "Robin  Hood's 
Race."  The  course  of  years  had  so  erased  the  paths  that  the 
ancient  form  of  the  race  had  become  almost  obliterated.  The 
gentlemen,  however,  who  had  imdertaken  its  renovation  obtained 
a  plan  of  its  ancient  outline,  and  had  the  paths  cut  out  afresh. 
The  Shepherd's  Race  was  situated  upon  the  plains  near  St.  Ann's 
Well,  upon  what  was  usually  called  Sneinton  Common.  Its 
various  turnings  and  windings  were  no  less  remarkable  than 
intricate,  every  line  and  curve  being  laid  down  geometrically, 
rendering  the  whole  agreeable  and  uniform. 

Dr.  Decring  has  left  an  interesting  description  of  it.  He 
says — 

Shepherd's  Race  is  made  somewhat  in  imitation  of  those  of  the  anoieut 
Ghreekf  and  Romans,  who  made  such  intricate  courses  for  their  youth  to  run  in 
to  acquire  agility  of  body.  Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his  Itinerary,  speaks  of  one  <^ 
Roman  origin  still  in  being  at  Aukborough,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  called 
Julian**  Boiter,  which  comes  pretty  near  ours ;  he  says  it  is  a  kind  of  circular 
work  made  of  banks  of  earth  m  the  fashion  of  a  maze  or  labyrinth,  and  tiiat  ti^e 
bojrs  to  this  day  divert  themselves  with  running  in  it  one  after  the  other ;  that 
which  I  metioned  differs  from  the  Doctor's  in  that  it  pret«ids  to  no  Roman 
origin,  and  vet  is  more  ancient  than  the  Reformation,  as  is  evident  from  the  cross 
croflsleti  in  the  centres  of  the  four  lesser  rounds;  and  in  that  there  are  no  banks 
raised,  but  circular  trenches  cut  into  the  turf,  and  those  so  narrow  that  persons 
cannot  run  in  them,  but  must  run  on  the  top  of  the  turf.  Nobody  can  at  this  time 
give  any  aooount  when  it  was  first  made,  nor  b^  whom  ;  neither  is  it  known 
whoee  bunness  it  is  to  keep  it  in  repair ;  but  might  I  offer  my  conjecture,  I 
should  think  this  open  maze  was  made  by  some  of  the  priests  belonging  to 
St.  Ann's  chapel,  who  bein^  confined  so  for  as  not  to  venture  out  of  sight  or 
hearing,  contrived  this  to  give  themselves  a  breathing  for  want  of  other  exercise. 

The  cross  croeslet  at  the  comers  cannot,  however,  be  deemed  con- 
clusive as  a  proof  that  the  maze  was  cut  before  the  Reformation, 
it  being  as  probable  that  the  designer  attached  no  significance  to 
it  whatever,  or  that  it  was  intended  as  a  compliment  to  some  per- 
son who  bore  the  cross  crosslet  JUcIiee  on  his  arms.  The  Doctor 
thinks  the  name.  Shepherd's  Race,  of  questionable  antiquity. 
Blackner  conjectures  that  this  labyrinth  was  cut  by  the  shepherds 
in  days  of  yore,  when  tending  their  flocks.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  site  so  long  sacred  to  rural  recreation  was  ploughed  up  on  the 
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1778  27th  of  February,  1797,  on  incloang  the  lordship  of  SneintoiL 
Blackner  remarks — 

ThuB  a  root  of  earth,  comprehending  about  824  square  yards  (only  about  the 
fifteenth  part  of  an  acre),  sanctified  by  me  lapee  of  centuries  as  a  place  of  nutlo 
sport,  by  the  curiosity  of  its  shape  and  by  the  magic  raptures  which  the  si^^t  of  it 
awakened  in  our  fancies  of  the  existence  of  hsppier  tmxes,  could  not  escape  th* 
hand  of  avarice,  which  breaks  down  the  fences  of  our  comfort,  the  mounds  of 
our  feUdty,  and  destroys  the  reverence  of  our  custom,  if  an  object  of  gain  or  of 
ambition  presents  itself  to  view.  Here  the  youth  of  Nottingham  were  wont  to 
give  f  acih^  to  the  circulation  of  their  blood,  strength  to  their  limbs,  and  daatioilgr 
to  their  joints ;  but  callous-hearted  avarice  has  robbed  them  of  the  spot. 

Ju7ie, — The  Nottiiigliamshire  Militia  left  Nottingham  for 
Hull.  The  regiment  left  the  town  in  two  divisiona  The  first 
set  out  on  the  10th,  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  did  not  halt  till 
they  arrived  at  Hazleford  Ferry,  where  they  partook  of  refresh- 
ment, and  after  several  cheers  for  their  commander.  Lord  George 
Sutton,  resumed  their  march.  The  second  set  out  on  the  following 
morning.  Their  appearance  was  very  creditable  and  soldier-lika 
Notwithstanding  their  departure  so  early  in  the  morning,  the 
multitude  of  men,  women,  and  children  that  accompanied  them  to 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  was  astonishingly  large. 

July  6. — Death  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Middleton,  at  her  house 
in  Bridlesmithrgate,  aged  100  years.  The  deceased  lady  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  who 
spent  a  fortune  of  £400,000  in  supplying  London  with  water. 
She  had  lived  in  Nottingham  eighty  years,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
teiTed  near  those  of  Lady  Mary  Brabazon,  with  whom  she  had  been 
intimately  acquainted,  in  the. chancel  of  St.  Mary's  church. 

August  25. — Death  of  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  Bart,  aged  58 
years,  at  his  seat  at  Nuttal.  He  was  a  Member  of  FarHament 
for  Nottingham,  one  of  liis  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  a 
Doctor  of  Law  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  Ranger  and 
Keeper  of  the  King's  Chase  in  tliis  neighbourhood.  He  was  a 
great  promoter  of  racing,  and  much  of  the  celebrity  attached  to 
Nottingham  races  (then  among  the  first  in  the  country)  was 
attributable  to  his  exertions.  Dying  without  issue  the  title  became 
extinct. 

Septe^tiher  28. — The  Hon.  Charles  Medows,  the  nephew  and 
heir  of  the  late  Duke  of  Kingston,  having  declared  himself  a 
candidate  to  represent  the  town  in  iJie  Tory  interest,  and  being 
attended  by  Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  Bart,  John  Musters,  Esq.,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  influence,  commenced  a  diligent  canvass.  Li 
consequence  of  this,  a  meeting  of  electors,  called  together  by  the 
Whig  party,  was  held  at  Thurland  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day.  The  large  room  was  densely  filled,  and  when  silence 
liad  been  several  times  called  for,  business  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Sands,  who  said  that  some  gentlemen  of  the  op|)08ite  side  had 
brought  forward  a  candidate  whose  views  were  not  at  all  coincident 
with  the  general  sense  of  the  constituency ;  he  therefore  introduced 
to  their  notice  the  claims  of  Abel  Smith,  jun.,  Esq.     Mr.  Smith 
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then  came  forward,  and  addressed  the  burgesses,  assuring  them  1778 
that,  if  elected,  he  would  assert  their  rights  and  privileges  to  the 
utmost  Sir  GervBLse  Clifton  next  presented  himself,  and  urged 
the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Medows,  who  was  not  present ;  but  on  a 
show  of  hands,  Mr.  Smith  was  almost  unanimously  approved  of. 
The  next  seven  or  eight  days  were  occupied  by  a  very  close 
canvass  on  both  sides,  Uie  result  of  which  was,  that  on  the  7th 
October  the  Whig  candidate  received  a  polite  letter  from  his 
opponent,  declining  to  proceed  further  with  the  contest.  Mr. 
Smith  immediately  wait^  upon  Mr.  Medows  at  the  White  Lion 
inn,  and  received  a  confirmation  of  the  tidings.  The  news  speedily 
spread,  ''and  in  less  than  half-an-hour/'  states  the  Jaumaly  "  the 
inhabitants  assembled  in  great  numbers,  and  testified  every  mark 
of  approbation.  The  bells  began  to  ring  about  eleven  o'clock,  and 
though  so  late  in  the  evening  the  people  were  as  brisk  and  alert 
as  at  noonday.  Expresses  were  despatched  to  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom  in  order  to  stop  those  votera  who  had  been  solicited 
to  support  Mr.  Smith  ;  and  the  bells  continued  to  ring  with  very 
little  intermission  most  part  of  the  next  day." 

On  the  9th,  at  the  place  of  election,  Jonathan  Tiiieman,  Esq., 
nominated  Abel  Smith,  jun.,  Esq.,  a  native  of  the  town,  as  a 
proper  person  to  represent  it  in  Parliament,  and  no  other  candi- 
date being  proposed,  three  hearty  cheers  were  given,  and  he  was 
declared  duly  elected.  A  chair,  elegantly  decorated  with  wliite 
lace,  made  from  an  adaptation  of  the  stocking  frame,  having  been 
provided,  Mr.  Smith  seated  himself  therein,  and  being  joined  by 
the  whole  body  of  framework  knitters,  the  procession  set  out  from 
the  Feathers  inn,  in  the  following  order : — 

Six  men  with  white  staves,  two  and  two. 

The  Union  Flag. 

Tlie  anns  of  the  late  Lord  Ma^or  of  London,  John  Sawbridire,  Esq.,  a  brother 

framework  knitter,  with  the  motto  of  "  Liberty  ana  Law. 
A  fine  new  flag  of  the  associated  framewoitk  knitters  of  Nottingham,  on  which 
was  paintM  a  stocking  frame,  with  two  supporters,  the  ing^enious  Dr.  Lee, 
inventor,  and  the  laaj  he  paid  his  addresses  to,  engaged  in  kmtting^wiUi 
the  following  words  inscribed  thereon : — **  Strength,  Fortitude,  and  unity 
surmount  the  greatest  difficulties." 

llie  Boyal  aims. 
The  arms  of  the  city  of  London. 
A  most  superb  streamer,  twelve  jrards  long,  with  the  stocking  frame  and  sup- 
porters, the  same  as  the  Nottingham  flag ;  the  reealia  of  the  <aty  of  London,  &. 
After  these  ensigns  followed  uie  beadle  of  the  framework  butters'  oompany, 

with  his  staff  of  office. 
Two  deputies  from  the  company. 
Hr.  Bozzell,  depu^,  from  Leicester. 
The  committee  of  the  associated  framework  knitters,  two  and  two. 

Mr.  Pilkington,  their  clerk. 

Body  of  framework  knitters,  two  and  two. 

Four  whifflers  with  blue  and  white  sashes. 

The  two  town  flags. 

French  horns,  clarionets,  bassoons,  trumpets,  drums,  fifes,  and  mainsprings 

played  alternately. 
Abel  Smith,  jun.,  £sq. 

The  Journal  adds,  ^'  After  the  procession  the  newl^p-elected 
memher  alighted  at  the  Feathers  inn,  amidst  the  loudest  aoclama- 
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1778  tionB  of  a  luiited  populace.*  Upon  the  whole  we  don't  reooUect 
an  election  where  a  member  was  received  with  such  general 
approbation  and  applause,  not  the  least  confusion,  disoxder,  or 
irregularity  happening.  The  ladies  and  gentlemen  crowded  to  thd 
windows  and  doors  clapping  their  hands  and  waving  their  hand- 
kerchie£s  in  the  air." 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Smith  entertained  his  leading  friends 
and  supporters  at  a  dinner,  in  Thurland  Hall,  and  at  ni^t^  a 
brilliant  assembly  met  for  dancing  at  the  room  on  the  Low-pave- 
ment^ and  many  hogsheads  of  ale  were  given  to  the  populace  in 
the  Market-place. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow  entered  a  second 
time  upon  the  office  of  Mayor. 

October, — Death  of  the  Bight  Honourable  Henry  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  Knight  of  the  Shire,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Militia,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age.  His  Lordship  died  in  France, 
on  his  way  to  Italy. 

October  31. — Major  John  Cartwright  addressed  the  electors 
of  the  county,  offering  himself  to  their  notice,  as  a  candidate  for 
their  representation.  The  ulti*a  nature  of  his  opinions  is  manifest 
by  the  following  extract : — "  The  first  great  object  of  my  public 
actions  has  been,  and  ever  shall  continue  to  be  so  Icmg  as  health 
and  strength  shall  remain  to  me,  to  hunt  down  the  fiend  of  cor- 
ruption, which  hath  well  nigh  reduced  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  an  abject  level  with  that  of  Paris,  and  to  emancipate 
the  Grand  Council  of  the  Kingdom  from  the  pernicious  and 
traitorous  influence  of  Ministers ;  for,  until  that  shall  be  done,  it 
would  be  ridiculous  for  us  to  imagine  that  we  live  in  a  free 
country.''  The  Major's  political  views  do  not  seem  to  have  cor- 
responded with  those  of  the  electors;  and  on  the  entrance  of 
another  candidate,  in  the  person  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Medows, 
he  prudently  withdrew  from  the  field.  Mr.  Medows  was  accord- 
ingly elected  without  opposition,  on  the  9th  December,  and  the 
customary  chairing  and  rejoicings  followed.  In  the  procession 
were  two  handsome  blue  flags,  belonging  to  burgesses  of  the  town, 
and  the  colours  of  the  Duke  of  Kingston's  Light  Horse,  the 
disbanded  regiment  raised  in  1745  for  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion. 

The  family  of  Major  Cartwright  was  of  great  antiquity  in 
this  county.  By  his  mother's  side  he  was  related  to  the  Pierrepont 
and  Bentinck  families,  and  several  of  his  paternal  ancestors  had 
sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  His  father,  William  Cartwrighti 
Esq.,  resided  at  Mamham,  and  his  brother,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Cart- 
wright, a  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  was  one  of  tlie 

*  Mr.  Smith's  popularity  wm  attributable  chiefly  to  hia  benevolenoe  and 
with  the  distroMes  of  the  fr»mework  knitters.    That  industrious  section  of  tlie 
were  expecting  legislative  aid,  and  looked  upon  Mr.  Smith  as  their  fotim  < 

Parliament.    The  Framework  Knitters'  Company  were  also  at  this  time  makli^ 

exertions  to  induce  the  Nottingham  hands  to  join  tbeir  inoorporatioii.  iHIPtrhy  to  fdim.f 
their  freedom  for  the  nominal  sum  of  half-«-crown.  Veiy  few  avaUod  thtBMilfii  ^ 
questionable  privilege  ~ 
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most  distinguished  mechanical  inventors  of  the  day,  having  origi-  1778 
nated  the  power  loom,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent,  and  lUcewise 
a  grant  from  Parliament  of  £10,000.  The  Major  was  before  the 
world  as  an  author  and  public  character  upwards  of  fifty  years, 
and  whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  with  respect  to  the 
particular  views  which  he  consistently  maintained  throughout  his 
career,  there  was  but  one  voice  with  regard  to  his  private  character, 
and  that,  eulogistia  He  was  a  gentleman  in  tJie  true  sense  of 
the  term.  Major  Cartwright  entered  the  navy  in  1758,  under 
Lord  Howe,  at  the  age  of  18 ;  was  present,  that  year,  at  the  siege 
of  Cherbourg ;  and  in  1759  he  was  in  the  attack  in  which  Sir  E. 
Hawke  defeated  Conflans.  His  generous  ardour  displayed  itself 
by  his  leaping  from  a  90-gun  ship  under  sail,  in  the  presence  of 
Lord  Howe  and  the  Duke  of  York,  to  save  the  life  of  a  young 
gentleman  who  had  fallen  overboard.  Being  made  a  Lieutenant 
in  1762,  under  Sir  Hugh  Pallister  and  Admiral  Byron,  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  five  years  successively  in  his  able  and 
upright  administration  of  justice  in  the  extensive  districts  com- 
mitted to  his  jurisdiction,  by  supplying  the  defects  of  the  law  in 
cases  of  difficulty  with  judgment,  address,  and  firmness.  Li  1771, 
the  Major  quitted  his  station  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  and 
during  his  retirement  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the  Rights  and 
Interests  of  the  Adventurers  in  the  Newfoundland  Fishery,  and 
the  Neglects  of  the  Legislature.  He  also  drew  up  a  plan  for 
supplying  oak  to  the  navy  by  cultivating  the  Koyal  forest& 

In  1774,  his  feelings  were  roused  against  the  projects  for 
subduing  America,  and  he  published  his  first  treatise  on  politics 
under  the  title  of  ^'American  Independence  the  Interest  and  Glory 
of  Great  Britain."  In  August,  1775,  he  received  a  commission 
as  Major  in  the  Nottinghamdiire  Militia.  The  same  year,  he 
published  a  letter  to  Edmund  Burke,  Esq.,  in  reply  to  his  speech 
on  the  principles  of  the  American  Government.  In  the  spring  of 
1776,  he  was  invited  by  Lord  Howe  to  accompany  him  on  service 
— an  invitation  which  implied  rank  and  command,  and  probably 
wealth ;  but  he  refused  to  draw  his  sword  against  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  cause  of  liberty.  The  Major  continued  during 
the  American  war  to  publish  various  pamphlets  on  constitutional 
subjects ;  discharging,  at  the  same  time,  his  duties  as  a  militia 
officer  with  exemplary  assiduity.  In  1780,  he  was  the  originator 
ci  a  general  meeting  of  the  county  of  Nottingham  for  Parlia- 
mentfuy  reform,  wMch  was  very  numerously  attended,  and  at 
-which  a  petition  to  Parliament,  and  a  committee  of  correspondence, 
were  voted.  The  Duke  of  Portland  presided  over  this  committee, 
•nd  Lord  Edward  Bentinek,  his  brother,  was  afterwards  delegated 
to  asaist  at  the  ooarmxtigm  of  deputies  from  the  petitioning 
ommtiei  and  towiuiL  "^  Maior,  with  Mr.  Capel  Lofil  and  Dr. 
Jdm  JeUk  Inaki*"  ^^^vctylor  Constitutional  Inf or- 

is 1'  Ptoliainents  and  universal 

-i  It  Peers  of  the  realm, 
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1778  and  by  many  distinguished  and  wealthy  Commoners.  The  list  of 
members  prefixed  to  two  volumes  of  tracts  published  by  the 
Society  establishes  the  f&cL  The  Resolutions  of  the  Westminster 
Committee  in  1780,  signed  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Sub-Committee,  signed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  seem  to  go  as  iax  as  ever 
the  Major  or  the  Duke  of  Richmond  (the  most  uncompromising 
Radicals  of  the  day)  ever  ventured. 

About  the  year  1788,  Major  Cartwright  embarked  in  the 
manufacture  of  woad  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  purchased  an 
estate  in  Lincolnshire,  where  he  shortly  afterwards  fixed  his 
residence.  In  1780,  he  declared  himself,  on  invitation  from  a 
majority  of  the  voters,  a  candidate  to  represent  Retford ;  but  his 
views  being  "Reform,"  and  theirs,  the  sale  of  their  votes,  the 
parties  came  to  an  understanding  which  precluded  his  standing. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1791,  the  Major  celebrated  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  Hotel,  London,  the  fall  of  the  Bastile,  and  soon 
afterwards  was  informed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county,  that  he  could  not  be  promoted  to  a 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  the  Notts.  Militia,  and  this  being  the 
case,  he  presumed  he  would  resign  immediately.  The  Major, 
however,  would  not  take  the  expressive  hint,  and  in  the  month  of 
September  was  dismissed.  The  Deputy  Lieutenants  publicly 
thanked  him  for  his  services. 

About  the  time  of  tlie  State  trials  in  1794,  he  began  to  write 
his  "  Commonwealth  in  Danger,"  which  was  published  in  1796. 
From  that  pencil  to  within  a  short  time  of  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1824,  the  Major  was  an  active  writer,  and  took  a  lively 
interest  in  all' public  affairs.  He  was  also  a  constant  attendant 
at  all  public  meetings  for  purposes  connected  with  independence 
and  reform.  Towards  the  close  of  his  career,  he  underwent  a 
trial,  along  with  Mr.  Wooler  and  others,  for  the  part  he  took  in 
fictitiously  electing  Sir  Charles  Wolsey,  Bart.,  at  a  great  public 
meeting.  Member  of  Parliament  for  Birmingham,  and  was  fined 
jBlOO.  The  Major's  property  was  inherited  by  a  niece,  and  his 
remains  were  deposited  in  the  family  vault,  at  Finchley,  near 
London. 

November  15. — The  remains  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Chaworth, 
which  had  come  by  easy  stages  from  London,  were  received  at  the 
Blackmoor's  Head  inn.  The  body  was  brought  in  a  hearse,  at- 
tended by  two  mourning  coaches  (each  with  six  horses),  and 
several  persons  on  horseback,  preceded  by  a  man  carrying  a  noble 
plume  of  feathers.  The  corpse  lay  in  state,  during  the  evening, 
in  the  principal  room  of  the  inn,  and  great  numbers  of  spectators 
were  admitted.  The  procession  set  out  again  the  next  morning 
for  Annesley,  the  burial  place  of  the  family. 

November  19. — ^The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Charles  Montam 
marched  into  the  town  at  the  head  of  the  Huntingdonshire  Milfm^ 
of  which  r^ment  his  lordship's  brother,  the  Duke  of  Mannhfwtcr^ 
was  Colonel    They  remained  in  Nottingham  tliiv 
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Jcmua/ry  26. — ^Abel  Smith,  jun.,  Esq.,  merchant,  of  Hull,  and  1779 
Member  for  Nottingham,  died  at  his  father's  house  in  this  town, 
in  his  3 1st  year.  This  lamented  gentleman,  thus  early  removed 
from  a  useful  and  honourable  life,  served  the  office  of  High 
Sheriff  in  1776,  and  was  universally  esteemed.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  family  vault  at  St  Peter's,  in  the  chapel  of 
All  Saints. 

February  5. — ^The  great  Banqueting  Boom  over  the  Exchange, 
as  it  was  termed,  was  densely  crowded  by  freeholders  and  bur- 
gesses for  the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  a  candidate  for  the  vacancy 
in  the  representation  in  Parliament  Robert  Smith,  Esq.  (brother 
of  the  late  member,  and  afterwards  Lord  Carington),  was  unani- 
mously selected 

Februa/ry  9. — ^The  day  of  nomination  at  the  Exchange.  Mr. 
Smith  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm,  and  was  elected  without 
a  dissentient  voice.  His  speech  on  the  occasion  may  be  regarded,  in 
respect  of  brevity  and  expressiveness,  as  a  pattern  to  those  repre- 
sentatives who,  in  the  present  day,  are  frequently  heard  saying 
much  more,  but  fo\md  to  be  performing  very  much  less.  It  was 
as  follows : — 

G^tlemen, — ^The  peneTering  zeal  and  onaaimity  in  your  ohoioe  of  mo  for 
vonr  BopresentatiYo  in  Parliament,  demands  the  warmest  thanks  a  grateful 
neart  can  express.  My  sentiments  on  this  occasion  have  been  sufficienthr  ex- 
plained, both  in  public  and  priyate.  Permit  me  therefore  to  assure  you  that  1  shall 
inTaiiably  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  my  late  brother ;  and  H 
I>iYine  ]mTidenoe  shall  please  to  spare  my  life,  I  will  endeayour  to  dischaige  the 
important  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  you,  my  fellow  citizens.    . 

The  public  chairing,  immediately^  after  the  election,  was 
solemn  rather  than  triumphant  The  chair  itself  was  covered  with 
black  and  white  silk,  and  its  occupant  was  of  course  in  deep 
mourning. 

Fehru(Mry  1 5. — Great  publicrejoicings  to  celebrate  the  acquittal 
of  Admiral  Keppel,  who  heA  been  tried  by  court  martial  for  mis- 
oonduct  and  neglect  of  duty,  or,  in  other  words,  for  not  having 
destroyed  the  French  fleet,  when  it  was  aUeged  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  so  doing.  At  noon,  three  companies  of  the  Huntingdon- 
shire Militia  were  drawn  up  in  the  Market-place,  and  discharged 
several  y^uas  dejaie  in  honour  of  the  Admiral  Between  each,  the 
men  gave,  three  loud  huzzas,  and  the  band  struck  up  triumphant 
ttraina  In  the  evening,  the  Exchange  windows,  the  residence  of 
Lord  Charles  Montagu,  the  Blackmoor's  Head  and  White  lion 
inns,  and  several  gentlemen's  houses,  were  brilliantly  illuminated. 
A  faffge  bonfire  was  made  in  Carlton-street,  where  an  effigy, 
xvpreaeAting  Sir  Hugh  Pallister  (the  chief  witness  against  the 
IwhAtX  ^"^  dressed,  was  shot  at  by  the  populace,  and  then 
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1779  committed  to  the  flames.     The  bells  rang  merrily,  and  the  rejoidxig 
was  very  general 

F^muxry, — ^The  deeply  settled  desii-e  of  the  framework  knit- 
ters for  Legislative  interference  having  acquired  greater  strength, 
large  subscriptions  were  raised,  and  a  petition  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  year.  A  committee  was 
again  appointed  to  inquire  into  its  merits.  The  evidence  attested 
the  low  rate  of  wages,  and  the  high  rate  of  frame  rent ;  and  a 
master  from  Alfreton  proved  that  his  workmen's  dear  earnings 
did  not  average  7s.  per  week. 

On  the  part  of  the  hosiers,  Mr.  Need  (in  partnership  with 
Arkwright)  stated  in  evidence  that  the  workmen  were  sufficiently 
remunerated ;  that  such  were  the  advantages  of  the  manufacture^ 
the  more  children  a  workman  had  the  better  was  his  condition  in 
life ;  that  a  reduction  of  frame  rent  would  prove  ruinous  to  the 
manu&u;ture  by  preventing  persons  from  owning  frames ;  and  that 
if  a  bill  passed  to  restrict  their  business,  the  hosiers  would  sell 
their  frames  and  retire  from  the  trade,  as  they  would  be  under- 
sold by  the  French.  The  evidence  of  an  apprentice  to  a  man 
named  Wilkinson  had  also  great  weight.  This  lad,  who  was 
henceforth  called  "  the  miraculous  boy,"  swore  that  he  could  earn 
20s.  per  week  with  great  facility  and  ease.  The  Committee, 
however,  reported  in  favour  of  bringing  in  the  bill. 

In  May,  Mr.  Medows  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
which  was  glowingly  described  by  Mr.  Smith,  tlie  newly  elected 
Member,  while  speaking  in  its  favour  as  one  "moistened  and 
saturated  with  the  tears  of  the  poor  and  their  distressed  families." 
Leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  was  carried  with  but  one  dissentient 
voice,  and  its  promoters  in  Nottingham  wei*e  so  highly  elated, 
that  every  means  was  instantly  employed  to  raise  money  to  carry 
it  through  its  futui'e  stages.  Publicans  had  everywhere  subscrip- 
tion lists,  butchers  and  other  tradesmen  canvassed  their  customers, 
and  eveiy  street  and  village  almost  had  its  collector.  The  second 
reading,  a  short  time  after,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one,  the 
numbers  being  24  against  23 ;  but  on  the  third  reading,  the  bill 
was  lost  by  a  majority  of  57  to  18. 

Intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the  bill  reached  Nottingham  on 
the  10th  of  June,  which  was  then  a  great  holiday  among  the 
Tories  or  Jacobites,  who  wore  white  roses  in  honour  of  the 
Pretender's  birthday.  In  a  very  short  time  the  whole  town  was 
in  a  ferment.  The  Market-place  became  the  rallying-plaoe  for  the 
malcontents,  and  at  about  ten  at  night  their  anger  burst  forth  into 
open  violence.  The  women  and  boys  commenced  the  work  by 
rushing  up  the  numerous  yards  into  Parliament-street,  where  they 
broke  every  pane  of  glass  in  the  house  of  Mr.  James,  an  exten- 
sive hosier.  From  thence  they  went  to  the  premises  of  another 
Mr.  James,  in  Bearward-lane,  and  inflicted  a  aimiLar  Mt  of 
vengeance.  The  obnoxious  Mr.  Need  was  the  neixt  SBoqiient  of 
their  benevolence.     They  proceeded  to  ^'  m^  ip^ 
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orderly  manner,  and  demolifihed  every  window,  door,  shutter,  and  1779 
tile  of  his  house.  The  windows  of  a  master  stockinger  named  Baker, 
who  lived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  way,  were  involved  in  the  same 
ruin.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  "  miraculous  boy"  notoriety,  was  their 
next  victim;  his  windows  were  destroyed,  and  his  furniture 
broken.  So  imexpected  was  the  riot,  that  the  magistrates  and 
the  officers  of  the  Oxford  Blues  (Royal  Horse  Guards)  were 
attending  a  ball  at  the  Bace-stand,  and  upon  the  bugle  sounding 
.to  arms  the  officers  moimted  at  midnight  in  their  ball  dresses,  and 
proceeded  to  the  Market-place,  where  they  remained  until  day- 
break. 

The  exasperated  people  reassembled  at  nine  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  demoHshed  the  house  and  furniture  of  Mr.  F.  Hall,  in 
ParHament-street  The  magistrates  read  the  riot  act,  and  the 
throng  divided,  only  however  the  more  effectually  to  promote  its 
common  purpose.  The  divisions  took  different  routes,  joining 
together  again  at  Messrs.  Need  and  Arkwright's  mill,  the  windows 
of  which  were  broken  immediately.  The  soldiers  arrived  too  late, 
for  the  mob,  knowing  that  without  caution  and  concert  they  were 
comparatively  powerless,  had  adjourned  into  St.  Mary's-gate,  and 
after  wreaking  their  vengeance  upon  the  house  and  furniture  of 
''  lawyer  Turner,''  dispersed.  The  better  to  coimteract  the  popular 
irritation,  the  soldiers  separated  into  files,  and  commenced  a  series 
of  patrols ;  but  being  at  length  weary  returned  to  their  quarters. 
They  had  scarcely  dismounted  and  began  to  feed  their  horses,  ere 
the  house  of  Mr.  Churchill,  in  Wheeler-gate,  became  the  centre 
of  attack,  and  so  great  was  the  destruction,  that  the  occupier 
thought  it  better  to  leave  the  town  than  repair  it,  and  accordingly 
settled  at  Sheepshed  as  a  hosier.  The  succeeding  movement  was 
a  simultaneous  attack  upon  a  number  of  hosiers  of  like  character, 
by  different  detachments.  Another  desperate  assault  was  made 
upon  Need's  mill,  which  was  vainly  attempted  to  be  set  on  fire ; 
but  in  this  case  the  soldiers  had  received  an  intimation  of  the 
design,  and  made  a  successful  defence.  While  the  military  were 
thus  guarding  the  mill,  the  mob,  leaving  a  part  of  their  number 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  magistrates  and  soldiers,  made  a 
rapid  march  of  four  miles  to  Arnold,  where  they  attacked  Mr. 
Need's  coimtry  house,  destroying  the  furniture,  breaking  up  the 
staircase,  and  bringing  down  the  roof.  While  this  destruction 
was  going  on  at  Arnold,,  another  body  of  rioters  broke  into  his 
town  coach  house,  destroyed  his  carriage  and  harness,  and  con- 
veying the  mutilated  fragments  into  the  Meadows,  threw  them 
into  the  Chainy-pool.  The  instigators  of  all  this  mischief,  with  a 
view  of  further  diverting  the  attention  of  the  authorities  while  it 
waa  being  carried  on,  had  collected  a  large  crowd  of  people  in  St. 
Beter^B  <£urch-yard,  which,  when  the  military  arrived  to  dislodge 
dMm,  was  80  dense  that  the  soldiers  could  scarcely  move,  and  it 

not  until  an  hour  had  elapsed  (in  which  time  the  rioters  were 
pkwwhore),  and  several  persons  had  sustained  severe  injury, 
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1779  that  the  place  was  cleared.  Mr.  Need  haying  been  ^^soiiioieiitly 
punished,"  says  the  Jovmaly  "  they  aU  ran  away  to  8le^  easy  and 
happy." 

The  succeeding  day  was  marked  by  renewed  disturbances. 
The  military,  by  constantly  patrolling  in  files,  preserved  something 
like  order  imtil  the  afternoon,  when  the  mob  assailed  in  the  usual 
manner  the  premises  of  Mr.  Braithwaite.  When  the  evening  set 
in  they  broke  the  windows  of  Mr.  Wright,  in  the  Market-place,  and 
then  divided  into  detachments,  destroying  the  property  of  their 
opponents  till  midnight 

The  next  day  (Sunday)  was  unattended  by  any  disturbance ; 
but  about  noon  on  Monday,  the  stockingers  from  the  villages  b^an 
to  pour  into  the  town,  and  they  being,  if  possible,  still  more  greatly 
exasperated,  the  popular  vengeance  assumed  a  new  form.  They 
broke  into  a  house  in  Broad-marsh,  brought  out  a  stocking  frame, 
bore  it  in  triumph  to  the  Malt  GnM»,  and  there  broke  it  to  pieces. 
Numbers  of  hosiers  and  middle-men  suffered  in  like  manner;  their 
shops  were  forcibly  entered,  their  frames  thrown  out  of  the  win- 
dows and  demolished,  and  the  bars  and  other  parts  thrown  into 
deep  wells.  In  the  afternoon,  the  town  was  consequently  in  a 
most  feverish  state ;  the  soldiers  were  again  moving,  the  riot  act 
was  read,  public  business  was  suspended  and  the  shops  closed,  and 
the  greatest  alarm  prevailed,  the  streets  being  filled  with  enraged 
and  reckless  men.  The  military  adopted  the  manoeuvre  of  patrol- 
ling by  videttes  instead  of  files,  supported  by  strong  picquets. 
In  the  height  of  the  storm  oil  was  }>oured  upon  the  troubled 
waters  in  a  way  which  shows  how  powerfully  an  appeal  to  reas<m 
will  sometimes  triumph  over  the  passions  of  a  mob.  About 
eight  in  the  evening,  an  individual  harangued  the  multitude  in  the 
Market-place,  and  after  exhorting  them  to  behave  more  like 
citizens,  assured  them  that  the  hosiers  would  hold  a  three  counties 
meeting  on  the  morrow,  with  a  view  to  redress  their  grievances. 
Tranquility  was  at  once  restored,  two  men  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners  by  the  soldiers  were  released,  the  people  went  peaceably 
to  their  homes,  and  the  soldiers  to  their  quarters,  as  though 
nothing  had  happened. 

In  consequence  of  the  hosiers  failing  to  satisfy  their  demands, 
on  Tuesday,  June  21,  further  acts  of  violence  were  proceeded 
with,  and  on  the  day  but  one  following,  three  hundred  of  Mr. 
Need's  frames  were  destroyed  at  Arnold.  On  the  return  of  the 
rioters  to  Nottingham,  they  determined  to  inflict  further  punish- 
ment on  Wilkinson,  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  double  offence  of 
procuring  evidence  against  them,  and  building  a  house  on  the 
commonable  land  (then  a  flagrant  crime),  and  accordingly  set  to 
work  ere  the  military  had  time  to  interpose.  The  encroachment 
was  speedily  levelled  to  the  ground,  though  in  accomplishing  the 
work  of  destruction  a  man  named  Mephringham,  in  pulling  down 
the  chimney,  fell  with  it  from  the  roof  unhurt 

The  precautions  of   the  authorities  became  now  nnusaaUj 
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strict.  The  Mayor  issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  stated  that  1779 
''  further  lenity  would  be  a  crime,  and  that  the  vigilance  of  justice 
should  be  exerted  in  its  utmost  severity."  On  the  19th,  the 
hosiers,  by  advertisement,  declared  themselves  one  compact  body 
to  punish  offenders,  and  to  grant  encouragement  to  those  who 
were  peaceably  inclined :  and  an  order  was  issued  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  constables,  who  had  been  sworn  in  specially,  to  assemble  in 
the  Market-place  on  the  ringing  of  the  Exchange  belL  All  this 
display  of  energy  had  a  good  effect ;  but  that  which  most  power- 
fully stemmed  the  current  of  disaffection  was  a  conciliatory 
advertisement  from  the  hosiers,  in  which  they  stated  that  **  they 
would  remove  every  oppression,  providing  a  cessation  of  the  riot 
took  place."     Order  was  thus  re-established. 

Anthony  Mephringham  and  several  others  were  charged  at 
the  Summer  Assizes  with  the  capital  offence  of  pulling  down  the 
house,  and  breaking  a  number  of  frames.  A  most  desparate  deed 
was  undertaken  to  save  him.  The  nature  of  it,  and  the  narrow 
escape  that  followed,  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from 
Mr.  Gravenor  Henson's  History  of  the  Framework  Knitters : — 

The  principal  and  only  witness  to  the  fact  of  pulling  down  the  house  was 
Benjamin  Lcayera  In  the  dead  of  the  night  Learers  was  surprised  in  his  bod 
by  a  man  named  Herring,  and  two  others,  in  disguise,  who  showed  him  a  wet 
towel,  and  told  him  he  had  not  a  moment  langer  to  live  if  he  hesitated  in'  going 
wHh  them ;  in  this  situation,  with  death  before  his  eyes,  ho  immediately  con- 
sented, suffered  himself  to  be  blind-folded,  and  at  dayught  in  the  moniing  he 
was  unbound  upon  Chamwood  Forest,  Leicestershire,  and  made  to  swear  that 
he  would  accompany  them,  and  keep  the  secret.  He  was  tiien  oonyeyed  across 
tiie  Forest,  and  halted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Copt  OaJc  until  nightfall, 
when  they  again  resumed  their  march  all  night ;  thus  sleeping  in  the  copses  or 
woods  by  day,  and  trayelling  all  night,  he  was  conyeyed  into  Essex,  and  kept 
until  inxormation  was  receiyed  from  Nottingham  of  Mephringham' s  acquittiu. 
Leavers  faithfully  kept  the  secret  on  his  return,  his  guards  haying  treated  him 
with  the  greatest  attention  consistent  with  their  errand.  The  object  of  all  this 
aolicitude  was  the  least  moyed  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned ;  on  the  eyealng 
preceding  tiie  trial,  when  his  attorney,  under  pretence  of  conferring  with  ni^ 
went  to  assure  him  of  his  safety,  he  was  f ouna  in  his  cell  in  the  most  profound 
sleep,  and  was  with  difficulty  awakened ;  on  being  acquainted  with  the  efforts 
which  had  been  made  to  saye  his  life  he  mere)y  smiled,  and  said*  "  Then  I  sup- 
pose I  am  not  to  be  hanged."  On  the  morning  of  his  trial,  the  court  was  filled 
with  hosiers  and  gentry  from  a  considerable  distance,  but  the  consternation  was 
great  when  it  was  discoyered  that  Leayers  was  missing.  Mephringham  was 
arraigned,  and  cousequentl;^  acauitted,  but  was  remoyed  by  habeas  corpus  to  the 
oounfy  jsol  to  take  nis  ^al  for  frame  breaking  at  Arnold.  The  grand  jury 
haying  fouad  a  bill  of  inmctment  against  him,  he  was  arraigned  for  breaking  a 
stoddng  frame  at  Arnold,  the  property  of  William  Burton,  a  framesmith.  The 
hosiershad  taken  the  unmanly  precaution  to  retain  all  the  counsellors  at  Lincoln, 
except  Mr.  M!alzell,  who  refused  the  fee  with  indignation.  The  indictment  was 
such  a  matter  of  difficulty  that  the  counsellors  held  a  special  consultation  upon 
it ;  the  12th  Geo.  I.  made  it  a  capital  offence  to  break  frames  in  the  hosiery 
manufacture,  the  6th  Oeo.  IH.  only  related  to  silk  weaying,  and  the  offence  waa 
not  comprehend^  in  the  Black  Act  (9th  Qeo.  I.),  therefore  an  attempt  was  made  to 
indict  for  a  riot ;  this  bill  being  thrown  out,  one  for  frame  breaking  was  substi- 
tuted, and  the  evidence  being  clear,  he  was  found  guilty.  Judge  Gould,  who 
tried  him,  asked  repeatedly,  *'  Is  there  none  to  giye  this  man  a  chancter  r '  A 
hoeier,  named  Barratt  had  the  impudence  to  declare  that  none  could;  upon  whidi 
Henring  addressed  the  court  saying  that  he  could  find  witnesses  to  character. 
<* I  n^^giYe  you  twenty  minutes,"  exclaimed  Justice  Gould;  and  Herring  had 
ttit  flood  fortune  to  procure,  in  that  short  time  Peet,  the  master  to  whom 
MMWitinhani  was  apprenticed,  and  Matthew  Bagshaw,  a  Methodist  preacher, 
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1779    with  whom  he  worked,  who  both  gave  him  an  exoellent  chumoter.    Banatt  wm 


eulpritj  who  knelt  at  his  feet  and  prajed  for  mennr.  lliii  was  i^rantedt  for 
Menhrmgham  was  sentenced  to  paj  a  fine  of  68.  od.,  to  be  impnaoned  three 
weeks,  and  to  find  sureties  for  his  good  behaviour  for  a  Vear.  Four  others,  for 
breaking  windows,  were  fined  6s.  8d.  and  10s.,  and  msoharged;  whilst  Jbha 
Peck,  for  wounding  W.  C.  Sherbrooke,  Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peaoe,  with  a  ttona, 
was  Uberated  on  asking  pardon  of  that  gentleman  in  open  court. 

March  5. — ^The  freedom  of  the  Corporation  was  imani- 
mously  voted  to  the  Hon.  Augustus  Keppel,  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  for  his  gallant  behaviour  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  Jvlj 
last. 

March  10. — At  the  assizes,  this  day,  a  cause  was  tried  before 
Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  wherein  Mr.  William  Baker,  cordwainer,  was 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Munton,  and  other  butchers  of  this  town,  were 
defendanta  The  trial  was  touching  the  butchers  claiming  the 
sole  right  of  pasturage  for  their  sheep  in  Nottingham  Meadows 
(exclusive  of  the  burgesses  at  large),  from  Martinmas  to  Candlemae. 
This  they  did  by  virtue  of  a  bye-law  of  the  Corporation,  dated  the 
1st  of  January,  in  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII.,  which  conferred  the 
said  right  on  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  on  the  condition 
of  their  paying  the  sum  of  four  nobles^  per  annum,  in  considera- 
tion of  which  the  Corporation  allowed  them  annually  four  loads 
of  thorns,  the  wardens  elected  by  the  butchers  paying  the  expense 
of  repairing  the  fences  after  each  Martinmas.  In  support  of 
their  claim  the  defendants  produced  several  very  aged  persons  and 
sundry  documents,  and  clearly  established  the  fact  that  the  nobles 
had  been  regularly  paid  until  within  a  few  years  of  the  triaL 
The  record  however  setting  forth  that  the  butchers  had  paid,  ^'and 
still  continue  to  pay  down  to  the  present  time,"  the  Judge  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  they  had  failed  in  their  case,  as  they  had 
not  chosen  wardens  for  several  years,  nor  had  they  tendered  the 
nobles  to  the  Corporation.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  Is.  damages. 

Jtme, — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  marched  from  Hull  to  an 
encampment  on  South  Sea  Common,  near  Portsmouth.  The 
march  was  performed  in  twenty  days,  though  a  similar  body  of 
troops  might  now  be  moved  the  same  distance  by  railway  in  half 
the  number  of  hours.  A  record  of  each  day's  march  is  sub- 
joined : — June  9,  Hull  to  Glanf ord-bridge ;  10,  to  Gainsborough; 
11,  to  Retford  and  Tuxford;  12,  to  Newark;  13,  halt;  14,  to 
Grantham ;  15,  to  Melton  Mowbray ;  16,  to  Oakham  and  Upping- 
ham; 17,  halt;  18,  to  Kettering;  19,  to  Newport  Pagnall;  20, 
halt;  21,  to  Stoney  Stratford;  22,  to  Aylesbury;  23,  to  Tame^ 
Watlington,  and  Bennington ;  24,  halt ;  25,  to  Altham ;  26;  to 
Petersfield ;  27,  halt ;  28,  to  South  Sea  Common.  •-*- 

JtUy  2. — ^The  freedom  of  the  town  was  preeen^ 
Corporation  to  Lieut -Colonel  Tuffnell  and  the  o^ 

**  A  noble  wm  equivaknt  to  fla  Sd. 
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Oxford  Blues,  quartered  in  the  town,  for  their  zeal  and  unwearied  1779 
attention  in  assisting  the  civil  power  to  suppress  the  late  dangerous 
tumult     The  Corporation  voted  at  the  same  time  a  handsome 
gratuity  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

i  JuLy  3. — William  Yeadon,  keeper  of  the  Scrooby  toll  bar, 
aid  his  mother,  Maiy  Yeadon,  who  lived  with  him,  were  murdered, 
and  their  house  plundered,  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  John 
Spencer,  a  native  of  North  Leverton.  In  a  most  barbarous  man- 
ner he  fractured  their  skulls  by  repeated  blows  with  a  heavy 
hedgestake.  He  was  soon  after  taken,  and  when  tried  a  few  days 
subsequently  in  Nottingham,  was  sentenced  to  be  executed,  and  to 
have  his  body  hung  in  chains  near  the  place  where  the  bloody 
deed  was  perpetrated.  The  sentence  was  received  by  him  with 
apparent  composure ;  but  on  the  next  day  he  cried  very  bitterly, 
and  made  a  full  confession.  He  said  that,  being  unable  to  meet 
his  payments,  he  could  think  of  no  other  expedient  to  raise  money 
than'  robbing  the  toll  house.  Accordingly,  at  eight  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  murder,  he  went  to  the  bar,  and  talked  some  time 
with  the  mother  and  son,  and  then  wished  them  good  night. 
Retiring  on  to  the  common  and  making  himself  satisfied  that  no 
one  was  about,  he  after  a  while  returned,  and  called  upon  the  son, 
who  in  the  meantime  had  retired  to  rest,  to  assist  him  in  driving 
some  beast  through  the  turnpike ;  but  on  making  his  appeamnce 
he  knocked  him  down  with  a  spiked  hedgestake,  and  repeated  the 
blows  unmercifully.  He  then  went  into  the  house,  took  a  watch 
off  the  chimney-piece,  proceeded  up  stairs,  and  killed  Mrs.  Yeadon 
as  she  lay  fast  asleep  in  bed.  This  being  done,  he  ran  out  of  the 
house  in  a  state  of  great  trepidation,  scarcely  knowing,  he  said, 
what  he  did. 

At  eleven  o'clock  on  the  following  Monday  morning  the 
malefactor  was  placed  in  a  cart,  and  conveyed  to  the  usual  place 
of  execution.  He  was  remarkably  dejected,  frequently  bursting 
into  tears,  and  fainted  two  or  three  times  on  the  journey.  Under 
the  gallows  some  minutes  were  spent  in  prayer,  the  singers  went 
through  a  psalm,  the  unhappy  man,  upon  whom  many  thousand 
eyes  were  fixed,  repeated  a  short  prayer,  and  the  world  closed 
upon  him  for  ever.  After  hanging  the  usual  time,  the  body  was 
removed  to  Scrooby,  and  there  hung  in  chains  with  the  hedge- 
stake  in  its  right  hand.  Spencer  was  a  good  looking  young 
man,  about  5  feet  9  inches  high,  well  made,  and  of  robust  consti- 
tution. 

Few  spectacles   more   dismal  can  be  conceived   than   that 

which  the  corpse  of  the  murderer  presented  to  the  benighted 

traveller  who  might  happen  to  cross  the  lonely  common,  as  it 

swung  to  and  fro  in  the  wind.     Society  is  now  happily  spared 

\  infliotioiiB.     After  the  body  had  hung  a  few  weeks,  a  curious 

itaniflt  Moaa     A  party  of  soldiers  in  charge  of  a  deserter 

Ml  iilftoi^  the  aergeant  fired  his  carbine  at  the  corpse 

■  (Mfld  a  stench  almost  unbearable  for  several 
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1779  days  afterwards.  The  ciroumstanoe  becoming  known,  the  party 
was  followed,  and  the  sergeant  taken  into  custody.  He  was 
subsequently  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  reduced  to  the  ranks 
for  the  offence.  Years  rolled  on,  and  the  body  gradually  became 
less  and  less,  first  one  bone  dropping  and  then  another,  until  nothing 
was  left  but  the  chains  which  originally  encircled  it,  and  these  in 
course  of  time  fell  and  were  secretly  conveyed  away.  The  gibbet 
post  was  then,  with  its  withered  and  weather-beaten  arm,  the  only 
remaining  evidence  of  the  law's  vengeance,  and  this,  sixty-seven 
years  after,  still  stood  erect.  Time,  however,  which  had  been 
gradually  gnarling  the  loathed  stump  to  its  core,  at  length 
accomplished  its  task,  and  in  April,  1846,  the  Scrooby  gibbet  post 
fell  to  the  ground. 

August  3. — ^The  races  which  commenced  this  day  (Tuesday) 
and  extended  over  four  days,  drew  to  the  town  a  very  large 
influx  of  people.  The  Nottingham  meeting  enjoyed  at  this 
period  great  celebrity.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland (brother  to  George  III.),  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Portland 
and  a  numerous  circle  of  the  nobility,  was  amongst  the  spectators. 

The  Royal  Duke  arrived  at  Mr.  Pacey's,  the  White  Lion  inn, 
at  ten  in  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  and  the  news  quickly 
spreading,  the  bells  of  the  churches  began  to  ring,  and  the  people 
flocked  to  the  front  of  the  inn  under  the  idea  of  catching  a  glimpse 
of  royalty.  Nor  were  they  disappointed,  for  the  Duke  repeatedly 
passed  and  repassed  the  window  of  his  apartment,  and 'frequently 
looked  through.  He  appeared  very  cheerful,  and  was  dressed  in 
light  blue  regimentals.  The  Corporation  deeming  this  a  favour- 
able opportimity  for  showing  their  loyalty  hastily  met  together, 
and  voted  an  address  and  the  freedom  of  the  town.  The  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  set  out  from  the  Exchange  Hall  at  three  o'clock  to 
present  them  to  his  Royal  Highness.  Being  admitted  into  his 
presence,  Mr.  Sheriff  Heywood  read  the  address,  and  it  and  the 
honorary  distinction  were  received  very  graciously.  The  Duke 
then  left  the  inn  for  the  Race-course,  and  made  his  appearance  in 
the  Grand  Stand,  elegantly  dressed  in  scarlet,  with  a  brilliant 
star,  and  a  blue  ribbon  across  his  shoulders.  He  several  times 
spoke  in  praise  of  the  course,  and  as  soon  as  a  race  in  which  his 
own  horse  Pomona  was  engaged  ended  in  it  being  second  at  the 
winning  post  (Mr.  Wentwoi-th's  Honest  Robin  being  first),  his 
Royal  Highness  set  off  on  his  return  to  town. 

Avg^uit  ^. — ^The  nobility,  gentry,  and  clergy  of  the  county 

met  in  Nottingham  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  large  coimty 

subsciiption,  **  to  be  applied  for  the  public  service  of  this  kingdom 

in  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs."     Sir  R.  Sutton,  Bartiy 

presided,  and  it  was  resolved,  after  much  discussion — 
That  the  chairmaii  of  this  committee  do  write  to  the  Seat 
transmitting  him  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  the  general  meetiiig,ai)d  of 
committee,  and  do  request  him  to  more  his  Bfajesty  to  appoint  9^ 
regiment  to  be  recruited  in  this  county,  with  the  r— rttnnmt  of  i 
entered  into,  and  that  his  Majesty  be  sraciously  pleaMd  to  Qidi 
henceforward  to  be  distingaiuedf  by  tne  name  ox  tht  oouilji  ' 
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The  Bight  Hoil  C.  Jenkinson,  Secretary-at-War,  wrote  in  1779 

reply : — 

War  Office*  Augoit  6ih,  1779. 

Sir, — ^I  have  taken  the  first  opportunity  of  laying  before  the  King  the  resolu- 
tiona  of  the  committee  of  the  nohUity,  gentry,  and  clergy  of  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  which  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  in  your  letter  of  the  3rd 
instant. 

The  i5th  Begiment  of  Foot  will  be  immediately  ordered  to  receive  the 
recruits  raised  in  Kottinghamshire. 

I  have  it  further  in  command  from  the  King,  to  express  his  Bfajesty's  earnest 
desire  that  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Nottinp^hain,  in  additicm 
to  their  yerjr  liberal  subscription,  will  exert  their  personal  influence  in  their 
respectiTe  neighbourhoods  to  promote  the  lery  of  men  in  the  speediest  and  most 
efFeotual  manner ;  and  his  Majesty  authorises  me  to  add,  that  whenever  300  men 
shall  be  raised  and  incorporated  into  the  4dth  Regiment,  by  the  assistanoe  of 
their  influence  and  bounty,  he  will  order  the  said  corns  to  be  oistinguished  from 
thence-forward  by  the  title  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Hegiment,  as  a  mark  of  his 
readiness  to  comply  with  their  wishes,  and  a  memorial  of  the  zeal  and  loyalty 
shown  l>y  the  said  coun^. 

I  have  the  nonoui  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  jENxnraoir. 

The  remains  of  the  45th,  which  had  recently  returned  from 
America,  and  numbered  less  than  100  men,  were  at  once  ordered 
to  Nottingham  on  recruiting  service.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
sum,  a  bounty  of  six  guineas  was  paid  to  each  recruit  out  of  the 
subscription,  and  the  45  th  and  Nottinghamshire  have  con- 
tinued ever  since  closely  connected.  The  eminent  services  the 
regiment  subsequently  performed,  especially  in  the  Peninsula 
wTd  the  East,  hiJve  gainedfor  it  a^  imperishable  renown. 

September  20. — A  public  subscription  was  entered  into  by  a 
party  of  gentlemen  to  ascertain  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and 
from  this  day  to  the  25th  every  house  in  the  town  was  visited  for 
that  purpose.     The  result  was  found  to  be  as  follows : — 

Houses.  Families.         Inhabitants. 

In  St.  Mary's  parish       ..     2314  2584  12837 

In  St.  Peter's     446  497  2452 

In  St.  Nicholas's  ...       43 1  475  2502 


Total       ...     3191  3556  17791 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  William  Huthwaite  elected 
Mayor. 

Decen^ber, — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  broke  up  their  en- 
campment on  South  Sea  Common,  and  went  into  winter  quarters 
at  Goeport 

This  year  was  memorable  for  the  suspension  ot  the  Habeas 
CorptiB  Act  (passed  in  1641)  in  England,  during  six  months. 

The  eccentric  individual  known  as  "Old  General,"  whose 

looid  popularity  extended  over  many  years,  was  bom  about  this 

'  period.     His  proper  name  is  understood  to  have  been  Benjamin 

^^ya  ■  Hki  ^ther  appellations  were  derived  from  his  having  been 

«f  the  boys  of  the  town. 

^^Bm^  as  he  was  at  times  familiarly  called^ 
on  Middetom  Monday.    This  day  to 
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1779  the  school  boys  of  the  town  had  generally  been  a  holiday ;  and 
though  "  General"  was  great  on  all  occasions,  he  was  especially  so 
then,  for,  compared  with  him,  the  Mayor,  the  Sherififs,  and  the 
municipal  authorities,  were  subordinate  officers  in  the  estimation 
of  the  youthful  tril)e8.  Previous  to  the  Mickletom  Jury  com- 
mencing the  annual  survey  of  the  liberties  of  the  town,  "General" 
was  accustomed  to  trot  away  with  several  hundreds  of  boys  at  his 
heels  in  something  like  military  order  to  secure  the  sacred  and 
inviolable  right  of  a  holiday.  Two  or  three  urchins,  with  shining 
fauces,  would  lead  the  way  to  their  own  schoolmaster's,  who,  in 
violation  of  ^*the  orders  of  the  day,"  was  seated  amidst  the  few 
children  whose  parents  had  refused  to  grant  a  holiday,  and  there- 
fore dared  not  to  play  tiniant.  Some  "devoted  Decius"  in 
miniature  would  then  venture  in  on  the  forlorn  hope  of  procuring 
liberty  for  the  rest.  Down  would  drop  pens,  books,  and  pencils 
to  the  increasing  cry  at  the  doors  of  "  Out,  out,  out !"  The 
Commander-in-Chief  would  then  arrive,  and  amidst  the  cheers  of 
his  enthusiastic  and  devoted  troops  would  take  up  his  position 
focing  the  door,  and  command  the  onset.  The  advance  guard 
would  assail  the  portal  with  redoubled  blows  of  their  pocket  hand- 
kerchiefs and  old  rope  ends  knotted  into  tommies,  and  the  main 
body  of  the  belligerents  would  throw  mud.  Ere  long,  not  unfre- 
quently,  a  random  stone  would  break  some  window ;  a  second  and 
perhaps  a  third  crash  would  succeed ;  the  master  sallies  out  to 
seize  the  culprit,  his  sentinels  are  overpowered,  the  invaders  rush 
in,  the  besieged  are  unmercifully  belaboured  till  the  capitulation 
is  completed,  and  no  sooner  do  they  join  the  "  liberating  army," 
than  a  shout  of  triumph  is  raised,  and  the  place  is  abandoned. 
The  aides-de-camp  would  then  report  to  the  General  what  other 
fortresses  held  out,  and  the  nearest  of  them  would  then  be 
attacked  in  the  same  way.  It  often  happened,  however,  that  a 
parley  was  demanded,  and  the  General  shamelessly  received  a 
bribe  to  desist.  Alas !  that  one  so  devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
should  have  been  so  easily  corrupted ;  twopence  would  induce  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  withdraw  with  his  faithful  followers  of 
fickle  principle,  and  leave  the  anxious  garrison  to  the  uncontrolled 
power  of  its  wily  governor. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  career  opposition  to  the  General 
was  rare,  but  in  later  yeara  the  schoolmasters  better  knew  their 
strength.  One  individual  successfully  resisted  a  thi-ee  hours' 
siege ;  the  pi-emises  for  years  bore  marks  of  the  mud  with  which 
tliey  were  pelted  ;  but  ever  afterwards  the  master  was  triumphant, 
though  fre(juently  at  the  expense  of  an  oaken  staff  or  an  ash 
sapling  broken  in  repulsing  the  invaders.  After  repeated  assaults 
he  deemed  this  ^^hold"  impregnable,  and  desisted  from  his 
attacks. 

So  many  of  the  disciples  of  learning  being  emancipated,  or 
made  prisoners,  for  the  General  could  ei^er  liberate  or  capture, 
he  was  accustomed  to  march  forward  with  his  ^'soryeyiiiig  oooii* 
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dl''  escorted  by  his  army  to  commence  the  perambulation  of  the  1779 
town.  If  a  projecting  scraper  endangered  the  shins  of  the 
burgesses,  it  was  recorded,  and  the  Mickletom  jury*  passed  on ; 
but  the  juvenile  admirers  of  summary  and  instantaneous  jusUce 
would  insist  on  the  immediate  removal  of  the  obstruction*  Per- 
haps the  good  old  dame  of  the  house  liked  not  these  regulations, 
and  would  take  up  a  strong  position  in  its  defence,  armed  with  a 
mop  and  bucket  of  water.  After  a  momentous  pause  a  hardy 
chunpion  rushes  forward  to  seize  the  offensive  object  and  wrench 
it  from  its  seat;  he  retires,  overwhelmed  and  half  drowned; 
hero  after  hero  passes  on  and  is  defeated,  till  some  modem 
Ajax  grapples  with  the  mop,  and  making  a  diversion  in  favour 
of  the  assailants  the  luckless  scraper  would  be  borne  o£f  in 
triiunph. 

By  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  the  General  with  his  forces 
would  be  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  Castle  Lodge,  and  have  de- 
manded admittance  into  the  Castle-yard,  a  summons  always  evaded 
by  the  distribution  of  a  quantity  of  cakes,  buns,  and  gingerbread. 
On  the  Creneral's  word  of  command  the  precious  sweets  were 
thrown  one  by  one  over  the  gate,  and  the  confusion  of  an  univer- 
sal scramble  ensued.  After  the  whole  were  distributed  the 
popularity  of  the  Creneral  rapidly  waned;  hundreds  were 
reduced   to  scores,   and  scores  to  units;    at  one,  he  generally 

was 

Deeeited  in  hii  utmost  need 
By  those  his  former  bounty  fed. 

In  memory,  however,  of  his  departed  greatness,  he  never  deigned 
to  work  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Befoi'e  the  advent  of  Mickletom  Monday,  fifty  times  a  day 
the  important  question  would  be  put  to  the  Greneral,  "  When  will 
be  Mickletom  Monday  ]"  Once  he  replied,  "  I  don't  know  yet, 
the  Mayor  hasn't  axed  me  what  day '11  suit  me."  On  the  following 
Saturday  he  answered,  ''  The  Mayor  sent  his  respects  to  know  S. 
I'd  let  it  be  Middleton  Monday  next  week ;  and  I  sent  my  respects 
and  I'd  come." 

Ben  Mayo  was  ever  null,  void,  and  of  no  efifect,  except  in  his 
character  of  "  General"  He  was  a  harmless  idiot,  and  during 
most  of  his  life  was  an  inmate  of  St.  Peter's  poor-house,  in  Broad- 
marsh.  If  erect,  he  would  have  been  about  the  middle  size,  his 
stature  not  being  more  than  four  feet  nine  inches.  He  was  very 
roimd-shouldered,  and  towards  the  close  of  his  life  stooped  ex- 
ceedingly. His  eyes  were  dark  grey,  and  rather  lively;  the  lower 
part  of  his  face  was  no  way  remarkable,  but  his  forehead  was 
high  and  singularly  prominent  in  the  middle.  His  head,  which 
was  thinly  covered  with  hair  cut  very  short,  always  projected 
before  in  his  shuffling  gait,  which  was  rather  a  run  than  a  walk. 

*  It  1VM  cttstooiary  for  the  Ifickletom  jury  to  perambulate  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
ttai  flnt  Toeiday  in  September,  and  on  the  following  Monday  (henoe  commonly  called 
"^''ddlelQii*  MondayX  tne  Juiy  went  through  the  streets  to  take  notice  of  obstructions  and 
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1779  His  vestments  generally  consisted  of  the  '^  hodden  grey**  onifonn 
of  the  pauper,  but  towards  the  end  of  his  career,  when  in  public, 
he  wore  a  scarlet  coat  with  military  epauletts ;  his  shirt  collar 
was  usually  unbuttoned,  and  displayed  his  copper-coloured  bosom. 
In  former  days,  Ben's  usual  occupation  was  to  sell  the  cheap 
commodities  of  the  waking  stationers;  accounts  of  horrid 
murders,  calendar  of  prisoners,  last  dying  speeches  and  behaviours, 
prize  fights,  or  lists  of  the  running  horses,  a  practice  which  he 
continued  many  yeara  Sometimes,  when  these  papers  came 
quickly  in  succession,  his  cross  readings  were  laughable.  He 
was  once  heard  to  bawl  out,  ''  A  right  and  true  calendar  of  all 
the  running  horses  confined  in  his  Majesty's  *gole,'  owners' 
names,  horses'  names,  and  colours  of  the  riders,  tried,  cast,  'quit^ 
and  condemned  before  my  lord  judge  this  'sizes,  and  how  they 
came  in  every  heat  of  the  three  days,  with  the  sentences  of  the 
prisoners." 

Of  the  many  anecdotes  associated  with  recollections  of 
"  Old  CJeneral,"  the  subjoined  are  perhaps  as  noteworthy  as  any, 
and  display  the  union  of  shrewdness  and  simplicity  common  to 
persons  of  his  order  and  intelligence : — On  a  certain  occasion, 
when  public  attention  was  directed  towards  the  late  Duke  of 
York,  one  evening  in  twilight  Ben  began,  "  Here's  the  grand  and 
noble  speech  as  the  Duke  of  York  made  yesterday."  A  person, 
who  had  heard  nothing  of  such  a  speech,  immediately  purchased 
one,  and  on  approaching  a  window  found  himself  possessed  of  a 
blank  piece  of  paper.  "  General,"  said  he,  "here's  nothing  on  it." 
"  No  sir,  the  Duke  of  York  said  nowt." 

His  propensity  for  acting  the  General  seems  to  have  displayed 
itself  in  early  life,  for  when  but  a  young  man  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  drilling  a  number  of  boys  in  the  Market-place  as  soldiers. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  while  actively  engaged  in  regulating 
the  awkward  squad,  he  attracted  the  notice  of  a  group  of  officers, 
just  as  one  of  the  boys  was  more  than  usually  intractable ; 
"  Well,  Ben,"  said  an  officer,  "  what  shall  you  make  of  that  one, 
he's  not  fit  for  the  ranks."  "  You'll  see,"  he  said,  with  more 
than  his  usual  archness,  at  the  same  time  telling  the  awkward 
youth  to  leave  the  ranks.  Then  regulating  the  others  to  his  mind, 
he  turned  to  the  one  who  had  been  laid  aside,  and  putting  his 
hand  on  the  boy's  shoulder,  exclaimed,  "  There,  then,  I'll  made 
you  an  officer."  The  bystanders  greeted  this  satire  with  much 
applause. 

It  was  remarkable  to  notice  the  manner  in  which  the  Greneral 
in  his  declining  years  would  evade  the  oft  repeated  question,  "How 
old  are  you,  Ben  ?"  In  one  instance,  an  individual  knowing  his 
aversion  to  declare  his  age,  and  also  his  love  for  a  drop  of  Not- 
tingham ale,  thought. he  would  see  whether  the  aversion  or  love 
were  strongest,  and  ofiered  him  half-a-pint  of  ale  if  he  would  say 
how  old  he  was.  He  consented,  but  would  dri"^  ^^  '^^^  finite 
Afterwards^  when  pressed  to  fulfil  his  parft 
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said,  "  Why,  you  know  where  they  fate  the  battles  abroad  over  1779 
yonder/'  at  the  same  time  pointing  at  random.      '*  Yes,"  was  the 
reply,  "  Well,  there's  a  church  there,  and  that  church  and  me's 
just  of  a  age."     Then  breaking  into  one  of  his  droll  chuckling 
laughs  he  would  be  delayed  no  longer,  and  started  ofl^ 

During  the  preater  part  of  his  career,  the  subject  of  our 
narrative  was  invariably  seen  without  any  covering  to  his  head. 
Bain,  wind,  or  snow  mattered  little  to  him,  and  it  was  not  until 
he  had  attained  his  60th  year  that  he  began  to  wear  a  sort  of 
military  cap.  Bis  remarkably  crooked  legs  were  finished  off  with 
coarse  stockings  and  rough  quarter  boots.  His  locomotive  powers 
were  good,  considering  the  malformation  of  his  legs.  One  leg 
being  much  bent,  his  body  had  an  up-and-down  motion,  especially 
observable  when  he  ran.  Another  peculiarity  was,  that  when  he 
had  any  fresh  papers  to  sell,  he  would  never  stop  to  take  money 
till  quite  out  of  breath,  and  arrived  at  the  extremity  of  the 
town. 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  old  poor-law  system,  in 
1836,  poor  Ben  was  about  to  be  transferred  from  St  Peter's  to  the 
Union  poor-house ;  but  in  consideration  of  his  pecularities,  Mr. 
Hudson,  under  whose  care  he  had  been  some  years,  kindly  took 
him  into  his  house,  where  he  remained  until  that  gentleman  (since 
deceased)  left  the  town  to  reside  at  Beestou.  Ben  then  became 
an  inmate  of  the  Union  bouse,  where,  through  the  decay  of  nature 
and  the  injury  arising  from  an  accidental  fall  down  a  flight  of 
stairs,  he  died  on  the  r2th  of  January,  1843,  aged  64.  His  re- 
mains were  deposited  in  the  south-we.st  comer  of  the  Broad-marsh 
burial  ground.  A  tablet  to  his  memory  is  placed  on  the  wall  of 
the  General  Cemetery,  near  the  Clarendon-street  entrance. 

While  under  Mr.  Hudson's  surveillance,  the  Greneral  was 
an  attendant  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  where  his  behaviour  during 
service  was  uniformly  decorous.  He  would  on  no  account  be  seen 
about  the  streets  on  the  Sabbath ;  for,  being  one  of  the  public 
characters  of  the  town,  he  considered  it  would  be  setting  a  bad 
example.  In  politics,  for  even  Ben  professed  to  have  party  pre- 
dilections, he  was  a  staunch  old  Blue.  In  times  of  political 
excitement  he  was  sure  to  be  seen  with  a  bunch  of  blue  ribbon 
tied  to  a  button  hole,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  appeared  in 
public  profusely  dusted  with  powder  blue  from  the  crown  of  his 
head  to  the  skirt  of  his  coat.  He  was,  however,  always  willing 
to  assist  "  the  Jacobin  Corporation"  as  far  as  in  him  lay ;  and  ac- 
cording to  his  own  account  he  was  particularly  intimate  with  the 
Mayor  for  the  time  being,  whom  he  allowed  to  be  the  first  man 
in  the  town,  himself  being  second.  In  the  course  of  his  career  of 
notoriety,  Ben  was  placed  under  the  artists'  hands  times  innumer- 
able^ and  many  portraits  and  casts  of  liim  are  in  existence. 
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1780. 

1780  Jamwvry  28. — Death  of  Mrs.  Mercy  Ryther,  aged  82,  at  her 

house  in  Castle-gate.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John  Ryther,  who  in  his  younger  days  went  as  chaplain  in  several 
merchant  vessels  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  to  avoid  the  perse- 
cution which  raged  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  On  the  passing  of 
the  Toleration  Act  of  William  and  Mary,  he  settled  in  Notting- 
ham, and  was  the  first  minister  at  the  Castle-gate  meeting-house. 
At  his  death  she  was  six  years  of  age. 

February  21. — Death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Peat,  an  eminent 
mathematician,  at  his  residence  in  Greyfriars-gate,  aged  72  years. 
Mr.  Peat,  notwithstanding  his  eminence,  had  to  combine  the  pur- 
suits of  an  astronomer,  schoolmaster,  and  land  surveyor  with  that 
of  the  mathematician.  He  was  the  oldest  almanack  writer  in 
England,  having  compiled  the  Gentleman's  Diary  and  Poor  Robin 
(the  most  popular  productions  of  the  day)  upwards  of  forty 
years,  and  his  prognostications  were  generally  both  shrewd  and 
striking. 

He  was  not  a  native  of  the  town,  though  he  resided  in  it 
most  of  his  life.  His  father  occupied  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
Ashley  Hay,  near  Wirksworth,  and  strove  all  he  could  to  suppress 
his  own  sou's  growing  desire  for  knowledge  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  youth  fled  to  Nottingham  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
and  prevailed  upon  an  elder  brother,  then  in  business  as  a  joiner 
and  carpenter,  to  take  him  as  an  apprentice.  But  here  Peat's 
situation  was  little  altered  for  the  better,  for  his  brother  opposed 
his  studies  almost  as  resolutelv  as  the  father,  and  withheld  from 
him  the  means  of  procuring  books.  It  happened,  however,  that 
being  a  regular  attendant  with  his  brother  at  the  High-pavement 
chapel.  Peat  attracted  the  notice  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Wildbore,  a 
master  dyer,  who,  discovering  the  dormant  powers  of  the  youth, 
liad  suificient  /sjenerosity  of  heart  to  seek  to  aid  tlieir  development. 
By  holding  repeated,  conversations  with  him  he  found  that  the 
l>ent  of  his  mind  was  the  pursuit  of  mathematics,  and  furnishing 
his  protege  with  the  necessary  books,  he  thus  laid  the  foundation 
of  Peat's  future  renown.  For  conducting  the  almanacks 
above  referred  to  our  mathematician  received  £23  per  annum, 
with  complete  sets  of  those  publications,  and  the  privilege  of 
ordering  any  mathematical  book  at  the  expense  of  the  Stationers' 
Company. 

February  28. — A  great  public  meeting  of  the  gentry,  clergy, 
and  freeholders  of  the  county  was  held  at  Mansfielcl,  "  to  consider 
what  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  in  the  present  critical  situar 
tion  of  flairs."  Geo.  Donston,  Esq.,  presided,  and  J.  G.  Cooper, 
Esq.,  J.  Acklom,  Esq.,  Major  Cartwright,  L.  D.  Ffytohe,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  W.  D.  Rastall  were  the  principal  speakers.  The  Dake  of 
Portland,  Lord  E.  Bentinck,  Loixl  Cavendish,  and  ^* 
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were  also  upon  the  platform.  The  meeting  adopted  a  petition  to  1780 
Parliament,  in  which  they  prayed  for  a  reduction  in  the  national 
expenditure  and  the  abolition  of  all  sinecure  places  and  unmerited 
pensiona  The  request  was  grounded  on  the  assumption  that  the 
war  in  which  the  nation  was  engaged  had  caused  a  very  large 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  a  decline  of  trade,  a  rapid  and  dis- 
tressful decrease  in  the  value  of  landed  property,  and  a  grievous 
accumulation  of  taxea 

April  26. --Death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Willoughby  (the  lady  to 
whom  reference  was  made  in  page  97),  at  her  house  in  Broad- 
marsh.  It  is  remarkable  that  she  had  just  attained  the  same  age 
M  her  sister  (83)  who  died  six  year«  previously.  The  remains  ol 
this  Roman  Catholic  lady  were  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
CossaL  A  curious  circumstance  attended  its  opening.  When  the 
workmen  entered,  they  were  thrown  into  a  state  of  consternation, 
and  their  superstitious  fears  were  excited  by  a  luminous  appear- 
ance at  the  further  end  of  the  vault.  A  candle  being  introduced, 
the  object  of  their  fear  disappeared  ;  but  on  the  candle  being  taken 
away,  the  apparently  supernatural  light  became  again  very  bright 
and  conspicuous.  Upon  investigation  it  turned  out  to  be  nothing 
more  than  an  human  skull,  covered  with  a  greenish  light-coloured 
phosphorescent  mould  of  a  downy  nature,  which  turned  black 
where  it  was  touched. 

May  26. — Mr.  John  Green,  an  opulent  tanner,  residing  in 
Narrow-marsh,  was  found  dead  in  bed,  aged  71  years.  This 
individual,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  was  a  private  in  the 
Oxford  Blues,  but  growing  too  tall  for  service,  being  fully  seven 
feet  high,  received  an  honourable  discharge. 

June  4.  —  An  unfortunate  collision  attended  the  usual 
celebration  of  the  King's  birthday.  The  festivites  of  the  day 
began  with  the  ringing  of  the  bells.  At  noon,  three  troops  of  the 
Horse  Guards  Blue  fired  volleys  and  huzzaed  in  the  Market-place. 
A  large  bonfire  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  blazed  in 
the  centre  of  the  spacious  area,  besides  several  othei*s  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  at  which  lads  were  busily  engaged  in  letting  off 
guns,  squibs,  and  ciuckers.  At  seven  in  the  evening,  those  of 
the  gentry,  clergy,  and  ofiicers  of  the  army,  and  principal  trades- 
men, who  had  received  invitations  from  the  Mayor,  met  in  the 
Exchange  Room,  and  drank  his  Majesty's  health  in  bumpers  of 
wine.  At  nine,  a  grand  exhibition  of  fireworks  took  place,  the 
brilliant  display  of  which  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  about  twelve 
thousand  spectatoi*s ;  but  unhappily  at  the  close,  the  officers  and 
some  of  the  inhabitants  entered  into  a  dispute,  so  warmly,  that 
from  words  they  came  to  blows.  The  ofiicers  drawing  their 
swords,  and  the  populace  arming  themselves  as  well  as  they  could, 
^'many  on  both  sides,"  states  the  record,  "were  terribly  wounded, 
(Mid  several  were  put  in  bodily  fear."  On  retiring  to  their 
irterSy  the  officers  were  followed  by  the  people,  who  broke  168 
lit  in  front  of  the  Blackmoor's  Head  inn,  besides  demolish- 
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1780  ing  the  window-frames  and  greatly  injuring  the  inside  ahuttera, 
though  no  further  collision  took  place. 

In  consequence  of  this  disturbance,  an  order  was  issued  to 
the  General  of  the  district,  from  the  King  in  Council,  for  '*  the 
military  to  act  without  waiting  for  directions  from  the  civil 
magistrates,  and  to  use  force  for  dispersing  any  illegal  or  tumultu- 
ous assembly  of  the  people.''  This  was  a  fea^l  time;  the 
resoui-ces  of  the  nation  were  being  fruitlessly  expended  in  the  most 
disastrous  war  in  which  England  was  ever  engaged ;  America  was 
still  unsubdued,  notwithstanding  a  most  lavish  sacrifice  of  men 
and  means ;  the  East  India  fleet,  of  the  value  of  several  millions 
sterling,  with  a  thousand  troops  on  board,  had  been  captured  by 
the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain ;  the  Northern  powers 
had  entered  into  an  armed  neutrality  against  us;  Britannia  seemed 
to  have  lost  for  a  time  the  supremacy  of  the  sea ;  and  at  home,  the 
"  Lord  George  Gordon  riots,"  had  just  filled  London  with  alarm, 
and  the  scaffold  with  victims.  We  can  scarcely  wonder  that  the 
Ministry,  under  the  force  of  these  circumstances,  should  have 
resorted  to  extreme  measures. 

June, — The  Nottingliamshire  Militia  encamped  on  Banmoor 
Common,  near  Dorking,  in  SuiTey. 

Juiie  23. — News  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  capture  of  Charles- 
town  reached  Nottingham,  and  was  received  with  great  joy.  The 
bells  rang  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  at  night  several  houses  were 
brilliantly  illuminated,  many  l)onfire8  were  made,  and  two  heavy 
pieces  of  cannon  were  discharged  in  the  Market-place,  so  late  as 
half-past  eleven ;  one  of  these,  being  overcharged,  burst  into 
pieces,  fortunately  without  loss  of  life.  The  congregation  of 
people  was  immense. 

Jidi/  11. — Died  at  Cambridge,  aged  74  years,  the  B«v.  Hugh 
Thomas,  D.D.,  Master  of  Christ's  College,  Dean  of  Ely,  Chancellor 
of  York,  Archdeacon  of  Nottingham,  Treasurer  of  St.  David's, 
Prebendary  of  York,  Lincoln,  Bipon,  and  Southwell,  and  possess- 
ing at  the  same  time  two  livings  in  Yorkshii-e,  and  a  sinecure  in 
Wales.  Dr.  Thomas  was  Archdeacon  of  Nottingham  thirty-two 
years,  and  was  succeeded  therein  by  Sir  Bichard  Kaye,  Bart. 

September  8. — A  Sheriff's  court  opened  by  proclamation  at 
the  Exchange  Hall,  to  elect  two  burgesses  to  represent  the  town, 
owing  to  a  dissolution  of  Parliament.  Bobert  Smith,  Esq. 
(Whig),  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.*  (Tory),  and  Major  John 
Cartwright  (Badical),  were  placed  in  nomination.  The  show  of 
hands  was  in  favour  of  the  two  former,  and  a  poll  was  demanded, 
which  began  immediately,  and  closed  at  eleven  the  next  morning 

'  Mr.  D.  P.  Coke,  who  for  many  yean  sub8equcntly  was  cloeelj  oonneoted  with 
Nottingham,  was  educated  at  Oxfonl,  where  he  took  the  d^^ee  of  ILA.  In  1778»  havfaf 
been  a  gentleman  commoner  of  QucGn'K  College.  He  then  entered  himtelf  on  tlM  nil  M 
Linooln^s  Inn,  and  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  Iiad  at  one  time  consideniUe  pcMtldt  on  tkt 
Midland  Circuit  He  did  not  retine  from  the  represenUtion  of  Nottiiif9Hi>"  *■  >»*  *^ 
many  years  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Derbyshire  Militia,  and  wm  <(ec— * 
Derby,  his  family  place,  during  part  of  the  year.  He  died  al  Idr  ^ 
that  town,  on  tlie  9th  of  Deoember,  1826,  at  the  advanced  ag*  of  • 
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by  the  Major  resigning.     The  final  state  of  the  poll  was  thus : —     1780 
Mr.  Smith  ...  ...  ...     569 

Mr.  Coke  ...  ...  ...     341 

Major  Cartwright  ...  ...  ...     149 

Mr.  Smith  had  97  plumpers  or  only  votes,  Mr.  Coke  8,  and  the 
Major  10.  The  chairing  took  place  at  the  close  of  the  contest  The 
chairs  were  elegantly  decorated,  and  the  candidates,  after  paying 
their  compliments  to  the  brilliant  show  of  ladies  who  greeted 
them  on  Uieir  route,  alighted  at  their  respective  inns — Mr.  Smith 
at  the  Feathers,  and  Mr.  Coke  at  the  White  Lion.* 

It  is  remarkable  that,  at  the  above  election,  Mr.  Coke  did  not 
intend  to  be  placed  in  nomination  himself,  but  came  to  support 
another  person.  Sir  Edward  Every,  Bart.,  was  originally  brought 
forward  by  the  Blue  party.  The  Journal  states,  that  '*  at  the 
nomination,  which  took  place  in  the  Market-place,  near  the  Malt 
Cross,  Sir  Edward  was  proposed,  but  Mr.  Coke  was  loudly  called 
for  by  the  electors.  Expresses,  it  is  said,  were  continually  going 
betwixt  here  and  Derby  on  this  day  j  one  horse  was  killed,  oc- 
casioned by  two  post-chaises  meeting  in  the  lane  near  Sandiacre, 
in  one  of  which  was  Mr.  Coke  on  h^  way  to  Nottingham,  where 
he  arrived  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  was  drawn  to 
the  White  Lion  inn  by  a  party  of  young  men,  who  took  his  horses 
from  his  carriage  on  the  Sand-hills,  near  this  town.  When  he 
alighted^  he  assured  the  burgesses  that  he  had  not  come  as  a 
candidate,  but  to  assist  Sir  Edward  Every  in  his  canvass  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power.  Mr.  Coke,  however,  was  at  length  prevailed 
to  accept  the  offer,  and  he  was  nominated  a  candidate  at  the  Malt 
Cross  tibe  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock.''  Mr.  Coke's  long  con- 
nection with  Nottingham  may  thus  be  traced  almost  to  an  accident 

September  9. — The  county  election.  A  large  body  of  the 
freeholders  met  the  candidates  at  the  Eace-stand,  on  the  Forest, 
and  forming  in  procession  marched  to  the  County  Hall,  where 
they  arrived  about  eleven  o'clock.  Lord  Edward  Bentinck  was 
nominated  by  F.  Montagu,  Esq.,  of  Papplewick,  and  C.  Medows, 
Esq.,  was  placed  in  nomination  by  J.  Sherwin,  Esq.,  of  Notting- 
hanL  They  were  then  declared  duly  elected.  About  twelve 
o'clock.  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  Knight,  who  attended  on  the 
occasion  for  Lord  Edward  Bentinck,  detained  by  illness  in  London, 
and  Mr.  Medows,  were  chaired  round  the  town  in  the  customary 
maxineir. 

September  29. — Alderman  John  Smellie  elected  Mayor. 

October  10. — Election  of  burgesses  who  had  passed  the 
Shrievalty  to  fill  up  two  vacancies  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
oooanoned  by  the  death  of  Jonathan  Trueman,  Esq.,t  of  Castle- 

*  Hw  WhiU  lion  hotel,  long  the  head  quartera  of  the  Tory  party  in  Nottingham,  and 

established  in  the  year  1684. 

en  of  **an  old  English  gentleman."    He  was  many 
BarL,  and  John  Plumptre  and  Pendock  Neale,  Esqa, 


with  strict  honour  and  mtegrity.  He  was  one  of  the 
of  this  town,  having  served  the  office  of  Sheriff  in  1728, 
of  UidoosMe. 
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1780  gate,  and  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Smellie.  The  polling  was  yery 
spirited ;  public-houses  were  opened,  money  freelj  spent^  and  the 
out-districts  ransacked  for  votes.  It  continued  three  daySi  and 
closed  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Joseph  Oldknow,  grocer  ...  ...     849 

Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  hosier  ...  ...     801 

Mr.  Hemy  Green,  hosier      ...  ...  ...     770 

Mr.  George  Burbage,  printer  ...  ...     527 

November, — One  division  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Militia  went 

into  winter  quarters  at  Basingstoke,  in  Hampshire,  and  the  other 

at  Famham  and  Bagshot^  in  Surrey. 

1781. 

1781  Jcmuary  17. — Death  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Gregory,  at  her  house 
on  Short-hill,  a  maiden  lady,  aged  77  years.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  George  Gregory,  Esq.,  who  represented  this  town  in  Parliament 
from  1714  to  1727,  and  died  in  1746.  She  was  a  lady  of  great 
piety,  remarkable  vivacity,  and  diffusive  liberality,  and  bequeathed 
her  fortune,  which  was  very  extensive,  to  her  nephews,  Captain 
Gregory  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gregory,  rector  of  Langar.  Her  re- 
mains were  interred  at  Denton,  near  Grantham. 

Januomf  18. — Thomas  Willoughby,  Baron  Middleton,  of 
Wollaton  Hall,  died  at  his  seat  at  Middleton,  near  Tamworth, 
aged  53  years.  His  Lordship  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham, at  the  house  of  W.  Partridge,  Gent.,  Low-pavement,  and 
dying  without  issue,  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Willoughby,  Esq., 
of  Birdsall. 

February  1 2. — ^The  ceremony  of  laying  the  foxindation  stone 
of  the  General  Hospital,  near  this  town,  was  observed  to-day.  A 
large  number  of  the  gentry  of  the  county  assembled  at  the  Shire 
H^l,  and  forming  in  order  of  procession,  proceeded  to  the  Town 
Hall,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  in 
full  costume,  and  afterwards  marched  as  follows : — 

Two  Beadles. 

Two  FounderB. 

Standards  and  colours. 

Music. 

The  Architect. 

Chaplain. 

Auditors  and  Treasurers. 

The  Secretary. 

The  two  Macebeorers. 

The  two  Sheriffs. 
The  Chief  Macebearer. 
The  Mayor. 
The  Corporatiou,  two  and  two. 
Benefactors,  Anuuai  Subscribers,  and  Medical  Men.  ' 
On  their  arrival  at  Derry-mouiit,*  the  site  of  the  HospitaL 


As  the  workmen  were  cluHring  vKv^y  the  »ubf<oiI  from  Deny-nxmnL  i 

were  found,  some  of  which  were  ui  ureal  iierfection.    A  dagserwsamr 

it  WM  imagined  had  hdii  theru,  along  with  the  bodies,  since  theoi^ r*  <* 


bones  were  found,  some  of  which  were  ui  great  fierfection.    A  dagserwsa 
it  was  imagined  had  hdii  there,  along  with  the  bodies,  since  tlisoi^ 
Some  antiquarians  are  of  opinion  that  they  fell  in  the  banMO^  w** 
John.    Itls,  however,  pretty  certain  " 
hid  promiioaoiuly  together,  and  not 


John.    Itis,  however,  pretty  certain  they  were  sUdn  in  battlt^  I 

'>  in  aqy  r^gnhr  order  of  mli 
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the  Mayor  addressed  the  spectators,  and  then  laid  the  first  stone,   I78I 
with   the  customary   formalities,    at  the    south-east    ahutment. 
Silver  coins,  and  a  plate  with  the  subjoined  inscription,  were  de- 
posited underneath  it : — 

General  Hospital,  near  Xottinprhain. 
Open  to  the  Sick  and  Lame  Poor 

Of  any  County. 

On  the  12th  day  of  February,  1781, 

John  Smellie,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  NottLnKhaim, 

Laid  the  first  Stone  of  uiis  Building. 

The  Corporation 

G&Ye  the  Ground  for  the  said  Hospital. 

John  Simpson,  Architect. 

The  concourse  of  people  was  very  great  A  public  dinner, 
at  Thurland  Hall,  >|{pund  up  the  proceedings  of  the  day. 

The  chief  benefactors  were,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  gave 
£300  and  half  the  land,  the  Corporation,  who  gave  the  other 
half,  and  Richard  Arkwright,  Esq.,  who  gave  £200,  Mrs.  E. 
Bainbridge  £1000,  the  Archbishop  of  York  £100,  Lord  K 
Bentinck  £100,  P.  Parry,  Esq.,  £105,  Lord  C.  Cavendish  £100, 
W.  Chaworth,  Esq.,  £100,  Dr.  Cryne  £100,  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire £100,  G.  Gregory,  Esq.,  £100,  Mrs.  Hayford  £100,  a 
Friend  £400,  Mrs.  Lovet  £100,  J.  Morris,  Esq.,  £300,  Earl 
Manvers  £100,  Lord  Middleton  £200,  Lord  Newark  £100,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  £300,  Sir  G.  Saville  £100,  Mrs.  Sherbrooke£100, 
A  Smith,  Esq.,  £100,  J.  Thompson,  Esq.,  £105,  and  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Williams  £150. 

March  14. — ^Arrival  of  the  news  of  Admiral  Rodney's  suc- 
cess upon  the  Dutch  West  Lidia  islands.  Public  festivities  and 
the  ringing  and  shooting  of  the  bells  in  the  daytime,  and  bonfires 
and  a  partial  illumination  of  the  town  at  night,  evinced  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  the  news  was  greeted.  The  Milton's  Head 
inn  was  apparently  one  blaze  of  light.  The  Milton's  Head  was  a 
new  erection  not  yet  opened.  It  was  built  by  Mr.  Wm.  Stretton, 
builder  and  Surveyor,  and  in  the  following  May  was  opened  by 
him,  its  first  landlord,  for  the  reception  of  the  public. 

March  28. — Execution  of  George  Brown  alixia  Bounds  and 
Adam  Bagshaw.  These  companions  in  iniquity  and  death  sufiered 
the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  for  breaking  into  the  house  of 
John  Moss,  at  a  lone  place  near  Kirkby  Woodhouse.  They  forced 
Mr.  Moss  and  the  servant  maid,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  house, 
into  the  cellar,  and  locked  them  in  while  they  committed  their 
dq>redations,  and  made  themselves  merry  with  the  best  the  place 
amxrded.  Bagshaw  was  a  yoimg  man  who  had  fallen  into  bad 
oompany,  and  his  case  excited  much  commisseration.  Brown,  on 
tbeecmtiury,  was  an  old  offender,  and  the  circumstance  of  his  having 
to8fe- ft  thumb,  upon  the  stump  of  which  he  wore  a  bit  of  leather, 
1 4fi  li^  detection. 

of  March  31st  gives  the  following  record  of  their 
M^'^nieiiiooeBBionb^gantomove  from  theGounly  Gaol 
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1781  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  and  went  on  in  a  slow  and  solemn 
manner  to  the  place  of  execution,  the  singers  of  the  different 
parishes  singing  penitential  psalms  all  the  way.  The  unhappy 
criminals  were  carried  in  a  cart,  accompanied  by  three  Dissenting 
preachers,  and  surrounded  by  the  Sherirs  javelin  men,  a  circum- 
stance  which  has  not  happened  since  the  year  1759.  They  arrived 
at  the  fatal  tree  a  little  after  twelve,  where  the  Eev.  Chaplain 
attended  to  assist  them  in  their  devotions ;  which  being  ended, 
one  of  the  above  preachers  stood  up  in  the  cart,  prayed  fervently 
with  the  culprits,  and  delivered  an  exhortation  to  the  multitude. 
An  hymn  of  considerable  length  suitable  to  the  occasion,  was 
then  sung ;  which  being  finished,  the  cart  was  drawn'  under  the 
gallows,  into  which  the  executioner  ascended  to  put  in  force  the 
sentence  inflicted  by  the  law  upon  these  two  unfortunate  men. 
Before  the  cart  drew  away  they  shook  each  ?ther  by  the  hand, 
and  Bagshaw  was  heard  to  say  that  it  was  bad  company  which 
brought  him  to  that  untimely  end.  Brown  called  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  to  receive  his  soul.  Caps  being  put  over  their  faces,  their 
poseys  were  dropt,  and  the  cart  drawing  away,  they  were  both 
launched  into  a  boundless  eternity,  amongst  as  great  a  concourse 
of  spectators  as  we  ever  remember  to  have  seen  on  such  an  occa- 
sion. Brown  seemed  to  die  very  easy,  but  Bagshaw  struggled 
hard.  After  hanging  about  half  an  hour,  their  bodies  were  cut 
down,  and  being  conveyed  to  the  County  Hall,  were  put  into 
coffins,  and  interred  in  one  grave  the  same  afternoon  in  St  Maiy's 
church-yard.  Brown  was  bom  in  the  year  1715,  at  Whittington 
Heath,  near  Chesterfield,  Derbyshire,  was  about  ^ive  feet  ten 
inches  high,  and  had  been  guilty  of  many  capital  offences.  Bag- 
shaw was  a  young  man,  only  in  his  23rd  year,  bom  at  Sheffield, 
and  put  apprentice  to  a  spring  knife  maker.  Bagshaw  was  visited 
in  prison  by  his  father,  who  afterwarc's  attended  the  execution, 
and,  if  report  says  true,  absolutely  saw  the  final  departure  of  his 
son !" 

April  24. — Upon  receiving  tidings  of  the  surrender  of  the  Dutch 
settlements  of  Demerara  and  Issequibo  to  the  British  forces  under 
Rodney  and  Yaughan,  the  bells  were  rung  twelve  hours,  and  at 
night  numerous  bonfires  were  made.  Conspicuous  amongst  the 
expedients  to  gratify  popular  enthusiasm,  a  man,  whom  the  popu- 
lace called  ''Lord  Rodney,"  was  chaired  through  the  principal 
streets.  Li  suitable  slits  of  his  hat  lighted  candles  were  placed, 
besides  one  in  each  hand,  and  the  representative  of  heroism  was 
altogether  most  grotesquely  attired. 

September, — Mr.  John  Carruthers,  the  Mayor-elect,  and  Mr. 
John  Fellows,  jun.,  and  Mr.  J.  Hancock,  Sheriffs-elect,  caused 
three  large  pumps  to  be  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
in  lieu  of  the  entertainment  usually  given  on  Michaelmas  day. 

September  11. — An  awful  amount  of  mortality  in  one  fainilj' 
occurred  this  day.  Jonathan  Dodson,  Gent.,  Conmer,  of  Narrow- 
Biarah,  aged  78  years  (many  years  a  baker  of  orniwdBwJblip  Ijnitt 
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ness,   who  had  retired  from   trade),    Mrs.   Ann   Dodson,   and   1781 
Jonathan   Dodson,  a  grandson,  all   died   between    sunrise   and 
sunset     Their  remains  were  placed  in  a  vault  in  the  Barker-gate 
burial-ground,   in  the  presence  of    a  very  large   concourse   of 
people. 

September  26. — Mr.  George  Dodson,  baker,  Narrow-marsh, 
elected  Coroner  in  the  place  of  his  deceased  father. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Oarruthers  entered  upon 
the  Mayoralty.* 

November  8. — Between  the  hours  of  four  and  five  this  morn- 
ing a  fire  broke  out  at  the  cotton  mill,  in  Hockley,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Arkwright,  Need,  and  Strutt.  Such  was  its  vehemence, 
that  in  about  two  hours  the  spacious  building  was  reduced  to  a  mere 
shell.  The  contemporary  Jou/rruU  states,  *' Thursday  morning, 
between  four  and  five  o'clock,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the 
cotton  mill,  at  Hockley,  which  raged  with  such  fury  as  in  two 
hours  to  destroy  all  but  the  outside  walls.  All  the  machines, 
wheels,  spindles,  <ka,  employed  for  spinning  and  winding  cotton, 
were  entirely  consumed,  and  not  a  single  article  contained  therein 
(the  books  excepted)  could  possibly  be  saved,  notwithstanding  the 
exertions  of  many  inhabitants,  who  tried  their  utmost  to  preserve 
it  and  adjacent  houses  from  inevitable  destruction.  The  morning 
being  remarkably  serene,  the  flames  did  not  spread  with  such 
rapidity  as  might  be  imagined,  and  though  several  habitations 
stood  near  the  mill,  not  one  received  any  material  injury,  which 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  engines  being  very  judiciously  managed 
and  in  general  in  excellent  order,  lie  clock  belonging  to  the 
mill  struck  four  for  the  last  time,  previous  to  which  the  most 
awful  scene  was  presented  we  ever  remember  viewing ;  the  fire 
being  then  at  its  height,  the  lead  melted  and  showered  down,  glass 
flew  in  all  directions,  the  flames  rushed  from  every  window,  and 
out  at  the  chimney  tops;  within  were  large  pieces  of  timber 
cracking  and  falling  even  to  the  ground.  To  this  dreadful  event 
we  have  to  add,  that  about  the  same  time,  the  working  people 
engaged  at  the  mill  were  coming  from  diflerent  parts  of  the  town 
to  earn  their  daily  bread.  Such  pictures  of  distress  naturally 
excited  pity  in  the  breast  of  every  spectator,  very  few  of  them 
having  temporary  resources  to  fly  to,  but  on  the  other  hand  are 
reduced  to  penury  and  want.  From  what  cause  the  fire  originated 
we  are  not  able  to  tell.  A  sentinel  keeps  guard  there  night  and 
day.  The  fire  continued  buniing  when  this  paper  went  to  press 
(Saturday)."  The  mill  itself  was  the  property  of  Mr.  John 
Leaver. 

November, — The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  broke  up  their 
encampment  near  Gk>sport,  and  went  into  winter  quartera  at 
BasingBtoke^  Andover,  and  neighbouring  places. 

JTiNMmiir.— The  news  from  America  created  great  sensation  in 

■■'^iallMlioaw  on  the  Long-rour,  at  th«  east  of  Bigiey's-yard 
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1781  NottinghaiiL  Lord  Comwallis,  after  a  gallant  defence^  <m  the 
19th  of  the  previous  month  had  surrendered  York  Town  and  the 
whole  of  the  British  army  to  Washington,  the  American  genenJi 
and  the  British  vessels  in  the  harbour  to  the  French  admiral,  De 
Grasse. '  This  disastrous  event  induced  the  Ministry  to  abandon 
the  idea  of  reconquering  the  United  States.  The  news  was 
variously  received.  Some  of  our  local  politicians  rejoiced  in  it» 
regarding  the  issue  as  a  notable  triumph  of  liberty ;  others  pro- 
fesised  to  see  in  it  the  absolute  ruin  of  their  country.  The 
consequence  was  frequent  fights  and  disturbances. 

DecemhefT  1. — The  state  of  society  at  this  period,  in  one  of  its 
most  repulsive  developments,  provoked  the  following  comment 
in  the  local  paper  : — ''  Last  Friday  night,  seven  common  prosti- 
tutes, plying  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  were  apprehended  by 
some  constables,  and  lodged  in  the  House  of  Correction.  It  is 
really  shocking  to  see  what  numbers  of  abandoned  girls  infest 
every  comer  of  this  populous  town.  Such  nuisances  hurt  the 
delicacy  of  many  respectable  ladies,  who  have  frequently  occasion 
to  pass  those  places  where  these  miserable  wretches  generally 
assemble.  Tis  a  pity  some  eligible  plan  is  not  adopted  whereby 
they  might  know  how  irksome  it  wtus  to  labour  involuntarily 
during  their  confinement,  when  at  iiberty  (by  means  of  honest 
industry)  they  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  this  life  in  abundance." 


1782. 

1782  January  26. — Eighty  Dutch  prisoners  of  war  marched  into 

the  town  on  their  way  to  the  central  dep6t,  escorted  by  a  party  of 
Light  Dragoons.  The  streets  through  which  they  passed  were 
excessively  crowded  with  people  who  were  curious  to  see  the  un- 
fortunate captives.  They  were  conducted  round  the  Market-place, 
and  then  admitted  into  the  Exchange  Room,  which  had  been  fitted 
up  with  bedding  and  other  conveniences  for  their  temporary 
sojourn.  It  being  market  day,  several  of  the  Dutchmen  were 
astonished  to  observe  so  large  a  number  of  men  in  the  streets 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  one  of  them,  whose  words  were 
interpreted,  amongst  other  questions  asked  with  great  simplicity, 
"if  London  was  as  large  as  Nottingham?"  On  Sunday,  great 
numbera  more  went  to  stare  at  them,  many  of  whom  gave  them 
money,  and  others  exchanged  English  for  Dutch  pieces.  Early 
the  next  morning,  they  left  the  town  by  the  Derby-road,  escorted 
by  a  number  of  Dragoon  Guards  on  horseback,  and  a  party  of  the 
Leicestershire  Militia  on  foot. 

February  28. — Election  of  a  Senior  Councilman  in  the  place 
of  Joseph  Stubbins,  Gent.,  deceased.  After  two  days'  poll  the 
numbers  stood  as  follows : — Mr.  Henry  Green,  631 ;  Mr.  George 
Burbage,  106 :  majority  for  Mr.  Green,  525.  Several  Irandred 
votes  were  purchased  at  two  shillings  each. 


IforeA  9. — ^The  aadzes  commenoed  before  Mr.  Jnsdoe  Bailer.   17<B0 

Sarah  Harwood  was  arraigned  on  an  indictment  for  burglary 
and  folonj,  in  breaking  and  entering  inte  a  chamber  in  the  house 
of  her  master,  Mr.  Wm.  Jackson,  of  the  parish  of  Oreasley,  and 
stealing  out  of  a  club  box  between  £16  and  £17,  the  proper^  of 
a  friendly  society  meeting  at  the  said  house.  After  the  witaieoosa 
had  heba  examined,  the  jury  acquitted  her  of  the  charge  of 
borjg^ary,  but  found  her  guilty  of  the  folony. 

Cooper  Hall  (the  man  referred  to  at  page  85),  was  also  coqv 
vioted  of  stealing  a  bill  of  exchange  for  £120,  on  the  18th  of  the 
prenmxB  November,  from  the  mail  cart  between  Tuxford  and 
Newai^  The  two  unhappy  prisoners  afterwards  received  sentence 
of  death  in  very  impressive  terms,  but  before  his  lordship  left  the 
town  he  was  pleased  to  grant  a  respite  to  Sarah  Harwood,  and  her  ' 
sentence  was  commuted  to  two  years  imprisonment.  Hall  was' 
executed  on  Wednesday,  March  27th.  His  suffering  at  the  fatal 
spot  was  greatly  aggravated  by  the  circumstance  ol  his  hanging 
upon  the  rope  as  the  cart  was  moving  from  under  him,  which 
caused  the  knot  to  slip  to  the  back  of  his  neck.  He  died  in  the 
31st  year  of  his  age. 

liareh, — Lord  North  having  resigned,  after  being  at  the  helm 
of  affairs  twelve  years,  was  succeedeid  by  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham. 

May  10. — ^A  letter  was  received  by  the  Mayor  from  the  Earl  ^ 
of  Shelbume,  Secretary  of  State,  authorising  the  formation  of  an 
avodation  of  young  men  in  this  town  for  military  training,  «<that 
they  might  be  ready  to  defend  their  countrj  in  case  of  any  emer- 
gmcy."  The  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  Government,  the 
sergeants  selected  from  the  reg^ulars,  and  arms  and  ammunition 
to  be  sent  from  the  Tower. 

liay  20. — Arrival  of  the  Ocizette  in  Nottingham  with  intelli- 
gence of  the  signal  defeat  of  the  French  fleet,  and  the  capture  of 
its  oominander,  the  Count  de  Grasse,  by  our  naval  force  in  the 
West  Indies,  under  Sir  George  Rodney.  All  the  customary  dia^ 
plays  of  popular  delight  were  indulged  in,  and  at  night  there  was 
a  very  brilliant  and  general  illumination. 

June. — ^A  boy  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  named  Thomas 
Hudson,  fell  from  a  projection  of  the  Castle  rock  into  one  of 
the  gardens  below  without  receiving  any  material  injury,  though 
he  fell  at  least  a  hundred  feet.  He  had  been  gathering 
gilliflowers,  which  used  to  grow  there  plentifully  without  culti- 
vatum. 

July  6. — Another  large  body  of  Dutch  prisoners  marched 
into  the  town,  escorted  by  a  party  of  Colonel  Harcourt's  Light 
Dragoons,  and  were  placed  in  the  Exchange  Hall  under  a  strong 
guard.  They  stayed  here  two  days,  and  were  visited  by  great 
aiid  were  permitted  to  walk  about  the  town,  properly 
■*^d.  to  gratify  their  curiosity.  In  the  second  night  eleven 
id  to  make  their  escape,  by  opening  a  window 
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1782  and  desoending  to  the  flhambles.  Two  of  them  were  retaken  in 
a  doee  near  the  Trent-bridge,  three  at  Bisley,  and  four  at 
Northampton.  # 

August — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  encamped  on  Brampton 
Common,  near  Chatham,  doing  dutj  also  over  the  batteries  and 
garrison  at  the  ktter  place. 

Septen^ber  28. — ^The  General  Hospital  opened  for  the  admis- 
sion of  patients.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  the  ringinig  ol 
bells.  The  Mayor  and  Corporation  with  friends  ol  the  chiuity 
went  in  procession  from  the  Hospital  to  Divine  service  at  St^ 
Mary's  church,  and  the  evening  was  distinguished  by  a  publio 
dimier  at  Thurland  Hall,  and  a  concert  and  ball  at  the  Aaselnbly 
Boom.  The  stewards  of  the  day  were  the  Bight  Hon.  Henry 
'  Lord  Middleton,  the  Hon.  Mr^  Willoughby  (his  son),  the  Hon. 
Henry  Sedley,  and  John  Musters,  Esq.  llie  Corporation,  in 
consideration  of  their  noble  and  generous  support  of  the  charity, 
in  the  afternoon  presented  each  of  them  personally  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  town. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Fellows  entered Jupon 
the  Mayoralty. 

October  28. — A  general  meeting  of  the  county,  called  by  John 
Litchfield,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff,  was  held  at  the  Moot  Hall,  in 
Mansfield,  at  which  a  petition  was  adopted  to  the  House  of  Com- 
*  mons,  praying  for  an  extension  of  the  suffrage  and  a  shortening 
of  the  duration  of  Parliaments.  The  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Qeorge 
Sutton  presided,  and  the  petition  was  supported  by  speeches  from 
John  Gilbert  Cooper,  Esq.,  Lancelot  BoUeston,  Esq.,  Yiscount 
Galway,  Mr.  Dickenson  Bastall,  Mr.  Hey  wood,  Sir  Geo.  Saville, 
Mr.  Walker,  and  the  Earl  of  Surrey.  The  petition  was  agreed  to 
unanimously. 

Noveniber  30. — Acknowledgment  of  American  independence. 

December, — The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  returned  to  the 
county  after  an  absence  of  about  four  years.  They  were  quartered 
in  divisions  at  Newark,  Tuxford,  and  Betford. 


1783. 

1783  Ja/muary  7. — Died  at  Kelham,  near  Newark,  aged  59  years, 

the  Bight  Hon.  George  Sutton,  commonly  called  Lord  George 
Sutton,  Colonel  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Militia,  and  M.P.  for 
Newark.  Lord  George  Sutton  was  third  son  of  the  Duke  of 
Butland,  by  Bridget,  daughter  and  heir  of  Bobert  Sutton,  Lord 
Lexington.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  G^rge  Sutton, 
Esq.,  M.P.  for  Grantham,  and  a  Captain  in  the  Militia. 

Februa/ry  28. — Induction  of  the  Bev.  Jeremiah  Bigsby,  AJhL^ 
into  the  rectory  of  St.  Peter's,  vacant  by  the  decease  of  flie  Bev. 
Samuel  Martin,  A.M. 
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Jfareh  2.— The  first  division  of  the  MiUtia  arriTed  in  Nol-  1788 
tingham  from  Newark. 

March  10. — ^The  Hon.  Mr-Willoughby,  son  of  Lord  Middleton, 
appointed  Colonel  of  the  Militia  in  the  place  of  the  late  Lord 
George  Sutton.  The  regiment  was  almost  immediatelj  after- 
wards disembodied,  having  been  on  active  service  about  five  years. 

March  27. — ^A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Guildhall^ 
convened  by  the  Mayor,  ''  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consider- 
ation and  sdopting  a  plan  for  purchasing  provisions,  and  retailing 
them  to  the  poor  at  a  lower  price."  It  was  agreed  that  a  sul^ 
scription  be  opened,  and  among  those  who  contributed  were  the 
following: — ^the  Corporation,  £50;  Bobert  Smith,  Esq.,  £10<$; 
a  Smit^  Esq.,  £10;  Mr.  Edward  Williams,  £10;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Williams,  £10 ;  Mr.  John  Wright,  £10 ;  Mr.  Thomas  Wright^ 
£10;  C.  Launder,  Esq.,  £10 ;  Messra  William  Rawson  and  Sona, 
£10 ;  Mr.  William  Elliott,  £10 ;  Abel  Smith,  Esq.,  £21 ;  Lord 
Middleton,  £50 ;  D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.,  £50 ;  making,  with  numerous 
■mailer  subscriptions,  a  total  of  nearly  £700.  Tickets  for  bread 
and  flour  at  greatly  reduced  rates  were  freely  distributed,  and  the 
necessities  ci  thousands  in  suffering  circumstances  seasonably 
relieved.  The  tickets  bore  this  inscription,  "  The  bearer  here(^ 
is  entitled  to  twelvepennyworth  of  bread  or  flour  for  eightpenoe 
every  week."  These  tickets  were  taken  to  any  baker  in  the  town, 
and  the  tradesman,  by  attending  at  the  Guildhall,  at  a  i^pecified 
time^  received  fourpence  for  each  of  them."*^ 

April  2. — ^The  coalition  Ministry  announced,  of  which  the 
Duke  of  Portland  was  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox  joint  Secretaries  of  State. 

April  4. — ^The  newly-erected  chapel  in  Hockley  was  opened 
lor  Divine  service  by  the  Bev.  John  Wesley,  A.M.,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Coke.  In  the  morning,  the  latter  clergyman  read  the  service 
of  the  day  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  Mr.  Wesley 
preached  from  the  Epistle  of  the  day,  Hebrews  ix.  11,  12.  Both 
of  them  were  in  the  usual  vestments  of  clergymen,  and  at  the 
dose  of  the  service  administered  the  sacrament.  At  five  o'clock, 
Dr.  Coke  read  the  evening  service,  and  Mr.  Wesley  preached 
horn  Isaiah  iv.  6,  7.  .  The  place  was  excessively  crowded  on  both 
occasions. 

April  17. — ^The  Trent  Navigation  Bill  received  the  Boyal 
aasent 

June  26. — ^Death  of  John  Smellie,  Gent.,  Alderman,  aged  62 
years^  at  his  house  on  the  High-pavement.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Castle-gate  burial-ground. 

'June  26. — ^A  number  of  riotous  persons  assembled  near  the 

lower  end  of  Tork-street,  the  locality  then  known  as  ''  the  New 

BnildingSi''  and  proceeded  to  walk  through  the  principal  streets ' 

flf '  <^  town,  with  an  effigy  mounted  on  an  ass  of  a  hosier  who 

^  TWlnCBd  the  price  for  making  long-heeled  hose  twopence 

'"' *'1Im  BMifesI  price  of  wheAi  WM  OSi.  per  <piMrW. 


tT99  per  p«ur.  A  large  mob  wm  qmdkly  ftttraoted,  and  goiiig  in  a 
body  to  the  hosier's  residence,  the  effigy  was  affixed  on  the  door- 
knocker and  pelted  with  stones  and  brickbats.  About  nine 
o'clock,  the  Mayor,  attended  by  a  body  of  constables,  read  the 
Siot  Act,  but  the  mob  instead  of  dispersing,  became  more  violent 
than  before^  and  demolished  the  windows  and  shutters.  At  this 
juncture  a  company  of  the  Horse  Guards  Blue  came  up,  and 
though  several  persons  were  fired  at  and  dangerously  wounded,  it 
wsis  not  until  two  in  the  morning  that  the  mob  retired  from  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  next  day  (Wednesday)  all  was  quiet  till  evening,  when 
the  riotous  disposition  broke  out  afresh.  The  disaffected  assembled 
in  the  fields  in  great  numbers,  and  soon  after  nine  o'clock  began 
to  throng  the  streets.  The  Mayor's  house  was  attacked,  and  in 
defending  it  a  gun  was  fired,  and  one  man  &tally  wounded,  tllie 
mob^  however,  did  not  disperse  until  compelled  at  the  point  of  the 
sword.  Breaking  into  detachments,  the  rioters  went  diffiurent 
ways,  and  broke  the  windows  of  many  obnoxious  hosiers. 

On  Thursday  the  Mayor  held  a  special  sessions  at  the  Ouild- 
hall,  when  upwards  of  three  hundred  gentlemen  came  forward 
voluntarily,  and  were  sworn  in  as  oonstables.  They  were  provided 
witJi  stavis;  and  in  the  evening  patroUed  the  to>n,  pre^o.  to 
which  the  Riot  Act  was  publicly  read  in  the  Market-place.  The 
soldiers  were  abo  on  duty  in  the  streets,  and  the  rioters  were  so 
overawed  that  no  further  disturbance  took  place. 

AugtMt  4.-:— Kitty  Hudson,  whose  case  excited  a  most  extra- 
ordinary amount  of  interest  in  medical  circles,  admitted  into  the 
C^eral  Hospital,  where  she  was  the  ninth  patient.  Elitty  was 
bom  at  Arnold,  in  1765,  and  when  six  years  of  age,  was  left  with 
her  grandfather,  Mr.  White,  the  sexton  of  St.  Maiy's,  Nottingham, 
where  a  young  woman  resided  in  the  capacity  of  servant,  who 
used  to  say  to  her,  "  Kitty,  if  you'll  get  me  a  mouthful  of  pins  by 
such  or  such  a  time,  111  give  you  a  stick  of  tuffjr."  Kitty's  em- 
ployment was  sweeping  the  pews  and  aisles  of  the  church,  and  she 
was  always  very  earful  in  picking  up  pins  and  needles,  which 
she  regularly  stored  in  her  mouth,  for  ^e  received  alike  for  both. 
She  followed  this  practice  till,  as  she  said  herself,  she  could  neither 
eat,  drink,  nor  sleep,  without  pins  or  needles  in  her  mouth,  having 
got  out  of  bed  many  times  to  supply  herself  with  them,  that  she 
might  induce  sleep ;  and  to  such  an  extent  did  she  carry  this 
strange  practice,  ere  its  destructive  tendency  was  discovered  by 
her  fnends,  that  her  double  teeth  had  granulated  away  almost  to 
the  gums.  At  length  she  began  to  perceive  a  constant  numbness 
in  her  limbs,  and  a  great  inability  to  sleep,  which  after  various 
medical  applications,  was  the  cause  of  her  being  removed  to  the 
Hospital. 

At  the  time  of  her  admittance  she  was  labouring  under  an 
iBflanimatory  affecti<m  of  the  right  arm.  On  inspection  two 
needles  were  discovered  in  the  skin  a  little  above  the  wiiai;^  and 
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ihey  were  readily  extracted  by  pushing  the  points  through  and  1788 
laying  hold  of  Uiem  with  a  pair  of  forceps.  Upon  a  minute' 
examination,  more  needles  were  felt  higher  up  the  arm,  and  these 
too  were  extracted.  Between  the  time  of  her  admission  and  June  1 2, 
1785,  when  she  was  finally  dismissed  cured,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  short  intermissions,  in  which  she  went  home  as  relieved 
or  cured,  she  underwent  a  most  astonishing  series  of  operations. 
Ghreat  numbers  of  pins,  needles,  and  pieces  of  carious  bone,  were 
extracted  from  her  feet,  legs,  arms,  and  other  parts  of  her  body, 
and  both  her  breasts  were  removed  with  the  knife.  In  Blackner's 
history  of  the  town,  pp.  172  to  179,  the  whole  circumstances  of 
the  case  are  detailed  as  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  institution, 
and  published  by  Dr.  Moises,  in  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal 
o(  that  day.  An  idea  of  the  suffering  the  poor  woman  sustained 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  extracts : — 

(kioSer  11,1788  — ^A  verj  larg<e  darning  needle  wm  this  daj  extracted  from 
hir  fis^t  brcMt,  leeDimgly  buried  within  a  |>art  of  the  gland ;  thinks  she  f eeli 
■mother  needle  very  deep  seated  under  the  gland  in.  the  middle  of  the  hreast; 
eomplaiiied  of  grsat  pain  in  tiie  breast  after  the  removal  of  the  needle,  which  in 
about  an  hour  aftervnuds  became  to  ezoessiTe  as  to  throw  her  into  oonvulsions. 

N99imitr  l.~The  conrulaions  have  continued  at  periods  till  now;  the 
needle  still  appearing  to  lie  very  deep  within  the  breast ;  and  about  three  davs 
•go  her  Jaws  oeoame  locked ;  very  wc«k  and  low :  pulse  small  and  weak ;  maoe 
an  incision  quite  through  the  brcMt,  and  eztraoted  a  large  needle  which  adhersd 
to  the  tendinous  fascia  covering  the  pectoral  muscle ;  afterwards  brought  the 
1^  of  the  wound  together  by  adhesive  plaisters. 

F§^nuuy  8,  1784.— Passed  a  mn  yesterday  by  urine,  which  was  not  coated 
or  partionlarly  oozroded;  and  this  day,  with  the  same  excretion,  passed  a 

4th.— Passed  another  needle  yesterday  by  urine ;  is  faint  and  low. 

18th.-^Brongfat  up  a  needle  yesterday  by  vomiting. 

14th.— ^EUmI  a  needle  extracted  from  her  breast. 

18th.^TWo  days  ago  the  whole  of  the  breast  began  to  be  inflamed,  and  the 
faflamination  pontinues. 

March  8.--8tiU  ccimplaiTis  of  pain  deep  seated  in  her  brsast,  which  prevents 
Mr  resting. 

19th. — ^Tlie  needle  now  in  her  breast  to  be  extracted. 

S&nd. — It  passed  into  the  thorax  during  the  operation ;  part  of  the  gland, 
whkli  was  sehirrous,  was  removed. 

Jwte  20th. — ^For  several  days  has  complained  of  great  pain  in  her  brsast, 
and  deseribes  it  to  be  as  if  several  pins  were  lodged  in  tat  mamma  and  pectoral 
Musole,  and  bring  between  the  two  ribs. 

Augtut  30.— Tlie  right  mamma  was  extiipated  this  day,  in  the  middle  of 
wUoli  a  needle  was  found  dosed  impacted ;  an  hemorrage  taxing  place  in  the 
•teniiig  the  dressings  were  removed,  and  a.  small  artery  was  talran  up ;  a  pin 
was  fbond  in  the  dressings 

SmtUmber  4. — Complained  of  pain ;  the  dressings  were  partially  removed, 
and  another  pin  was  sticking  to  them  uifour  otherjrins  were  auo  discoyered  in  tiie 
whloo  were  removed  without  difficulty.    One  of  the  pins  having  lost  the 


^P(nnid|  w] 
head,  ner 


head,  ner  perception  was  so  accurate  as  to  distioguiith  it  before  removing  the 


Ml.    On  removing  the  dressings  two  pins  were  found  adhering  to  them. 
llthw— Two  more  pins  were  found  lodgBif  on  the  dressings  this  day,  together 
nitti  a  plnm-stone  which  she  had  swallowed  two  days  ago. 

Ihe  minutes  (of  which  the  above  is  a  specimen,  though  by  no 
means  the  most  eztaraordinary  part  of  the  case)  are  voluminoua^ 
and  will  ever  excite  deep  interest  in  the  minds  <^  the  medical 
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1783  ,        Six  months  after  her  discharge  from  the  Infirmaiy,  she 

married  to  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  €k)ddard,  a  native  of 
Arnold,  who,  to  use  her  own  expression,  ''  had  sweethearted  hier 
from  a  child."  Goddard  happened  to  be  an  out-patient  at  the 
Hospital  for  a  complaint  in  his  head,  through  which  he  lost  an 
eye,  at  the  same  time  that  she  was  an  in-patient^  and  used  to  dieer 
her  by  saying  he  would  marry  her  if  she  lost  all  her  limbs,  pro- 
viding her  life  was  spared.  She  believed,  she  said,  it  was  the 
cheering  of  this  young  man,  and  her  attachment  to  him,  which 
enabled  her  to  bear  up  under  her  sufferings.  Kltly  lived  to  bear 
her  faithful  spouse  nineteen  children,  eighteen  of  which  were  duly 
christened.  Only  one  of  them  survived  infancy,  and  that  a 
daughter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

Eatty  was  tall,  stout,  and  of  masculine  appearance ;  anid  as 
the  Arnold  post,  for  some  years  walked  twice  a  day  to  Nottingham 
and  back.  She  wore  a  small  bonnet,  and  was  generally  seen  in  a 
man's  spencer  of  drab  doth ;  over  her  shoulders,  slung  by  a  strap, 
was  a  leathern  letter  bag ;  and  a  coarse  woollen  petticoat^  worsted 
stockings,  and  strong  shoes,  completed  the  totU  ensemble. 

Her  husband  died  in  1814,  and  sometime  afterwards  the 
subject  of  this  remarkable  narrative  went  to  reside  with  friends  in 
Derbyshire,  where  it  is  understood  she  died. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Richard  Butler  elected  Mayor. 

October  25. — ^The  Royal  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards  Blue 
was  reviewed  in  Sneinton  Meadows  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Geo.  Henry  Lennox,  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Rutland,  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  an  incredible  number. of  spectators  were 
present 

Deeember  18. — Dismissal  of  Ministers,  succeeded  by  the  Pitt 
Administration. 


1784 

1784  February  1. — ^Ann  Castledine,  aged  28  years,  was  committed 

to  the  Coimty  Gaol,  charged  upon  the  Coroner's  inquisition,  on  the 
30th  ultimo,  with  the  wilful  murder  of  a  new-bom  female  illegiti- 
mate child,  of  which  she  had  been  delivered,  at  Sutton-cum- 
Loimd,  near  Retford.  This  young  woman  suffocated  the  child  by 
buiying  it  alive  immediately  after  its  birth ;  but  fearing  a  dis- 
covery, removed  the  body,  and  sewed  it  up  in  a  chaff  bed,  on 
which  she  slept  for  some  nights  previous  to  her  apprehension. 
Nor  was  this  the  first  time  she  had  been  placed  in  custody  on  a 
similar  charge.  She  had  been  tried  at  the  Lent  Assises  two  years 
previously  for  child  murder,  but  escaped  the  retribtitiQii  that  was 
now  to  overtake  her,  owing  to  one  of  the  witnesses  iffynst^lier 
delivering  different  testimony  to  that  he  gave  beiova 
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Jury,  and  to  the  OYerseer  of  Sutton  having  extorted  a  oonf ession  1784 
from  her  under  a  promise  of  mercy. 

At  the  assizeB  in  March,  she  and  eight  other  prisoners  received 
sentence  of  death  from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Baron  Eyre.  Their 
names  and  offences  were  as  follows : — Robert  Rushton,  for  the 
murder  of  his  daughter ;  Robert  Brown  and  Matthew  White,  for 
robbing  Wm.  Lineker,  of  Plumptre,  on  the  highway  at  Edwalton, 
of  a  purse  containing  8&  8d. ;  Thomas  Henfrey  and  William 
Ryder,  for  highway  robbery ;  John  Briggs,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
house  of  William  Doyes,  at  Whatton,  near  Binghiun ;  Thomas 
Blackneri  for  a  burglary  in  the  house  of  William  Erodes,  at 
Huoknall  Torkard;  and  Nathaniel  Waters,  for  stealing  twenty 
yards  of  linen  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  C.  Ledbeater,  of  liiansfield, 
grocer.  Before  the  Judge  left  the  town  five  of  them  were 
reprieved. 

Robert  Rushton  and  Ann  Castledine  were  executed  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  17th.  They  received  the  sacrament  at  nine  in  the 
mornings  and  met  their  &te  with  the  utmost  composure.  Rushton 
was  45  years  of  age,  and  considering  that  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered  was  beating  his  own  daughter  to  death,  appeared  by  no 
means  of  a  ferocious  disposition.  The  procession  began  to  move 
from  the  Goal  at  eleven  o'clock  and  the  criminals  were  conveyed 
in  a  cart,  attended  all  the  way  by  vast  numbers  of  spectators. 
AtjQallows-hill  more  than  an  hour  was  spent  in  devotion^  exercises. 
After  hanging  the  usual  time  their  bodies  were  removed  to  the 
County  £^1,  in  order  to  be  publicly  exposed  and  dissected. 
After  the  bodies  had  been  submitted  to  the  surgeons,  and  then 
exposed  to  public  curiosity  for  two  days  extended  on  boards  in 
the  open  street  in  front  of  the  Hall,  (an  exhibition  attended  by  * 

great  demoralisatic^  and  disgusting  language,)  the  remains  of  the 
young  woman  were  given  to  Mr.  Fox,  surgeon,  Derby.  While 
they  lay  in  a  bam  near  his  residence  a  strange  gentleman  came  on 
horseback  to  view  them.  He  took  up  the  heart,  kissed  it,  squeezed 
a  drop  of  blood  from  it  upon  his  handkerchief,  and  rode  away. 
This  gentleman  was  doubtless  the  seducer,  who  had  come  many 
miles  to  take  a  last  look  at  the  once  beautiful  object  of  his  cruelty 
and  lust.  Rushton  was  a  native  of  Flintham,  and  of  very  indif- 
ferent character. 

The  other  malefactors  were  hung  on  the  31st,  a  fortnight 
subsequently.  Thomas  Henfrey  came  from  Stathem,  and  Wm. 
Ryder  from  Stonesley,  near  Waltham.  Their  crime  was  as  fol- 
lows : — On  the  23rd  of  the  previous  January,  about  six  in  the 
mornings  they  met  Mr.  Richard  Gaunt,  of  Plungar,  as  he  was 
coming  to  Nottingham  fair,  on  Peascroft-hill,  between  Bingham  and 
Batclifb,  and  with  horrid  imprecations  demanded  his  money.  He 
gjKWB  np  to  them  five  guineas  in  gold,  three-and-sixpence  in  silver, 
and  ibreepeiioe  in  copper.  They  were  apprehended  the  following 
a  public-house  in  Stathem,  and  being  identified  by  Mr. 
li  in  oustody  at  Leicester,  were  removed  to  NottinghauL 
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S784f  Tbey  were  placed  in  a  oart  drawn  up  to  the  priaom  door  at 

eleven  o'clock,  and  as  thej  emerged  from  the  gloom  of  their  oell 
into  the  broad  light  of  the  sun  that  had  risen  upon  them  for  the 
last  time,  a  solemn  feeling  of  awe,  we  are  told,  shot  throuf^  the 
minds  of  the  spectators.  The  men  were  attired  in  their  shrouds, 
and  stalked  up  to  the  cart  with  undismayed  step.  On  their 
friends  accosting  them,  they  shook  several  by  the  hand,  and  just 
before  the  vehicle  drew  on,  Henfrey  said  with  an  audible  voice, 
**  Never  mind,  lads."  On  the  road  they  frequently  conversed  with 
each  other,  and  appeared  more  concerned  for  the  friends  they  were 
leaving  behind  than  for  themselves.  When  at  the  gallows,  and 
on  the  point  of  being  turned  oS,  they  kicked  off  their  dioes^ 
doubtless  under  the  idea  that  they  would  not  vorify  the  old 
proverb,  ''  rogues  generally  die  with  their  shoes  on."  Henfrey 
then  with  a  smile  asked  Byder  if  he  would  make  a  spring,  and  cm 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  immediately  jumped  out  of 
the  cart,  saying,  "then  come  along," and  expired  almost  instantly; 
but  Ryder  had  not  courage  to  follow  his  example,  and  waited  till 
the  cart  was  drawn  from  under  him  :  he  lingered  some  minutes 
in  great  agony.  When  Henfrey's  fall  was  suddenly  stopped  by 
the  rope  his  neck  gave  a  very  loud  crack,  the  noise  of  which  was 
heard  by  many  of  the  spectators ;  and  the  great  weight  of  his 
body  stretched  the  rope  in  such  a  surprising  manner  that  his  feet 
nearly  toud^ed  the  ground. 

On  the  same  day,  and  about  the  same  hour  that  the  two 
young  men  above  mentioned  were  hung,  another  public  spectacle 
was  witnessed  in  the  town  of  a  very  different  nature ;  this  was 
the  chairing  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Coke,  on  their  re-election 
*  without  opposition,    Parliament  having   been  dissolved.       The 

chairs  were  elegantly  decorated,  the  one  with  white  and  the  other 
with  blue  silk,  and  the  members  alighted  at  the  Blackmoor^s 
Head  and  White  Lion  inn&  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Smith's  sup- 
porters dined  together  at  Thurland  Hall,  and  Mr.  Coke's  at  the 
White  Lion  inn. 

April  21. — Re-election  of  the  county  members.  F.  Montagu, 
Esq.,  of  Papplewick,  proposed  Lord  Edward  Bentinck,  and 
Wharton  Amootts,  Esq.,  member  for  Retford,  introduced  O. 
Medows,  Esq.  When  duly  elected,  the  two  honourable  gentlemen 
proceeded  to  the  Grand  Jury  Room,  and  having  seated  themselves 
in  their  respective  chairs,  were  carried  in  a  triumphal  procession, 
proceeded  by  flags  and  music,  down  the  High-pavement,  through 
Bridlesmith-gate,  round  the  Market-place,  to  the  White  Lion  and 
Blaokmoor's  Head  inns,  attended  by  an  immense  concourse  of 
people.  The  chair  in  which  Lord  Bentinck  sat  was  remarkably 
elegant ;  it  was  covered  with  white  silk  and  ingenious  devices  of 
orange  coloured  ribbon.  Mr.  Medows's  chaii*  was  covered  with 
blue  silk,  and  formed  a  pleasing  contrast.  When  the  members 
had  alighted,  in  accordance  with  ancient  custom,  the  chairs  were 
broken  up  by  the  populace,  and  several  persons  were  severely 
ii^ured  in  scrambling  for  pieces  to  bear  away  as  trophies. 
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July  3. — Dieti  at  her  house  in  Bridlesmith-gate,  aged  77  years,  1784 
Mrs.  Tempest,  relict  of  John  Temi)est,  Esq.,  son  of  Sir  George 
Tempest,  Bart,  of  Tonge,  in  the  county  of  York.  On  the  8th, 
her  remains  wore  interred  in  St.  Peter's  church.  The  pall  bearers 
were  Lady  Santry,  Mrs.  Cocks,  Mrs.  Bigsby,  Mrs.  Musters,  Mrs. 
Boote,  and  Mrs.  Frost 

July  31. — ^A  melancholy  accident  took  place  on  the  Trent, 
near  this  town.  The  ferry  boat  at  Wilford  being  out  of  repair,  a 
small  wherry  was  used  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers  com- 
ing to  market  Many  persons  had  been  conducted  safely  over  till 
near  ten  o'clock,  when  eleven  men  and  women  got  into  the  boat 
at  onoa  The  wind  at  the  time  was  blowing  quite  a  gale,  and  the 
river  was  unusually  high  and  rapid.  Midway  between  the  banks, 
the  wherry  became  unmanageable,  and  was  forced  with  such 
violence  against  the  ferry  chain  as  to  instantly  upset.  Six  of  the 
imprudent  people  were  drowned  and  the  others  saved  their  lives 
with  great  difiiculty.  The  names  of  those  lost  were,  Samuel 
Dutton  (the  ferryman),  Ann  Jackson,  and  Ruth  Street,  of  Wil- 
ford ;  and  Mary  Butler,  William  Wright,  and  Elizabeth  Spencer, 
of  Clifton.  Several  days  after,  four  of  the  bodies  were  found, 
much  disfigured,  in  the  liberties  of  Sneinton  and  Col  wick,  and  one 
near  the  Trent-bridge.  The  sixth  had  descended  the  river  as  low 
asBatdiffe. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Howitt  elected  Mayor. 

October  17. — A  public  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mayor  in 
oomplianoe  with  a  requisition,  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  to  con- 
sider in  what  manner  a  Sunday  school  for  the  children  of  the  poor 
might  be  established.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  and  soUcit  subscriptions.  The  authors  of  this 
movement,  to  whose  exertions  may  fairly  be  attributed  the  forma- 
tion of  the  first  Sabbath  school  on  a  respectable  scale  in  Notting- 
ham, were  C.  Wyld,  J.  Bigsby,  G.  Wakefield,  M.  Brown,  Abel 
Collin  Launder,  James  Eaton,  Richard  Plumbe,  G.  Walker, 
R.  Hopper,  E.  Williams,  R.  Molesworth,  J.  Davison,  Snowden 
White,  J.  Storer,  J.  &  T.  Wright,  a  Statham,  W.  Elliott,  J. 
Sutton,  J.  Morris,  J.  Fellows,  R.  Butler,  J.  Carruthers,  and  J. 
Alleyne.  The  committee  secured  subscriptions,  appointed  teachers, 
and  opened  the  Exchange  Hall  as  a  school-room.  They  also 
made  the  subjoined  rules  for  the  government  of  the  institution : — 

1.  Tliat  no  child  thall  be  reoeiyed  or  oontinued,  unless  he  or  she  oome  to 
idiool  with  dean  linen,  washed  hands  and  face,  and  hair  combed. 

2.  That  none  be  aomitted  under  eight  years  old,  or  above  fourteen. 

8.  That  eaeh  scholar  must  attend  at  half -past  eight  in  the  morning,  and  at 
OBis  in  the  afternoon,  and  be  conducted  by  the  master  or  mistress  to  ohuroh,  and 
rttnzn  to  school. 

4.  That  such  child  as  does  not  regularly  attend,  without  sufficient  ezouse, 
win  lose  the  benefit  of  this  oharity. 

6.  That  sobscribers  shall  be  allowed  to  recommend  scholars  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  subsoiption. 

To  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Trent  a  side  canal  of  several 
miles  in  length  was  commenced  this  year,  in  order  to  avoid 

u 
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1784  twenty-one  shoals  which  lie  in  little  more  than  thirteen  miles  of 
its  course  between  the  bridges  at  Nottingham  and  Sawley.  This 
excavation,  sometimes  called  the  *^  Trent  canal/'  has  a  rise  of  28 
feet)  and  crosses  the  Erewash  navigation  near  Attenborough. 

1785. 

1786  January  1. — Mr.  William  Vinson,  &rmer,  Edwalton  was 

returning  this  evening  from  Nottingham  market,  and  was  attacked 
near  West  Bridgeford  by  two  footpads.  One  of  them  held  his 
horse's  bridle,  while  the  other  pulled  him  off  his  saddle,  and  rifled 
his  ix)ckets  of  23s.,  a  silver  watch,  and  a  quantity  of  sugar,  tea, 
soap,  and  tobacco.  They  then  lifted  him  upon  his  horse,  shook  hands, 
and  wished  him  a  good  night.  Mr.  Vinson  made  the  best  of  his  way 
home,  and  alarmed  the  village.  The  villagers  armed  themselves 
with  pitchforks,  guns,  and  stakes,  and  pursued  the  robbers,  whom 
they  came  up  with  near  the  Trent-bridge.  One  of  them  was 
secured  near  the  Trent-bridge  inn,  and  the  other  as  he  was  getting 
over  the  gate  into  the  Aldermen's  Parts.  The  stolen  property 
was  found  near  the  inn  door.  Their  names  were  ascertained  to 
be  John  PendriU  and  John  Townsend.  They  were  at  once  com- 
mitted to  the  assizes.  They  were  tried  on  the  4th  of  March,  and 
were  sentenced  to  death,  along  with  two  other  criminals  named 
Anderson  and  Cook.  Mr.  Justice  Heath,  whose  severity  as  a 
judge  was  proverbial,  in  passing  sentence  upon  them,  said 
emphatically,  *'  I  will  cause  the  laws  to  be  executed  with  such 
severity  as  shall  enable  any  gentleman  to  hang  his  watch  by  the 
highway-side,  with  the  full  confidence  of  finding  it  there  on  his 
return  another  day." 

Pendrill  was  a  native  of  this  town,  and  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  Pendrills  of  Staffordshire,  one  of  whom  concealed  and  fed 
Charles  11.  in  the  oak  after  the  battle  of  Worcester.  Cook  was 
also  a  native  of  Nottingham,  and  a  framework  knitter.  He 
suffered  for  robbing  Mr.  Edward  Pearson,*  on  the  highway,  in 
the  parish  of  Eadford,  four  years  pi'eviously.  Though  but  a 
small  man  in  stature,  he  made  such  a  desperate  resistance  when 
the  constables  apprehended  him,  that  the  blows  received  by  him 
in  return  placed  his  life  for  some  days  in  great  jeopardy.  Most 
of  the  blows  were  upon  his  head,  and  he  took  advantage  of  them 
to  afterwards  pretend  to  be  insane.  He  acted  his  part  so  well, 
that  when  brought  up  for  trial  at  several  succeeding  assizes,  he 
was  remanded  by  the  judges,  as  being  unfit  to  plead.  During  hig 
long  confinement,  it  was  his  office  to  sweep  the  inner  and  outer 
yards  of  the  prison,  and  he  at  length  took  the  opportunity  of  run- 
ning away.  So  little  notice  was  taken  of  this  circumstance,  that 
though  it  was  known  that  he  had  taken  up  his  residence  at  Smalley, 

*  Mr.  Pearson  afterwards  ker>t  the  *'  Doctor  Willis"  public-house  on  the  Long-row,  near 
the  Black  Boy  inn. 
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in  Derbyshire,  no  search  wsa  made  after  him.  Some  officious  1785 
person,  however,  at  that  place  caused  him  to  be  apprehended ;  but 
as  the  constables  were  conducting  him  to  his  old  quarters,  he  again 
made  his  escape,  at  the  Gallows  inn,  in  Ilkeston,  while  they  were 
taking  refreshment.  He  next  took  up  his  abode  at  Thurmaston, 
in  Leicestershire,  where  for  a  short  time  he  worked  at  his  business, 
and  might  doubtless  have  remained  there  undisturbed,  had  he  not 
given  way  to  his  old  propensity.  It  happened  however  one  day 
he  went  to  Leicester,  and  stole  a  coat  and  several  other  articles  of 
wearing  apparel,  belonging  to  Mr.  Linthwaite,  of  that  place. 
This  person,  suspecting  Ck)ok  to  be  the  thief,  had  him  taken 
before  a  magistrate,  and  while  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor,  a 
recruit  came  in  from  Nottingham  to  be  attested.  This  man 
immediately  recognised  him,  and  Cook  was  brought  back  to  the 
County  Graol,  and  convicted  on  the  original  charge. 

Anderson  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  advanced  in  years. 
He  had  resided  many  years  at  Kirkby-in- Ashfield,  and  was  not  only 
a  common  receiver  of  stolengoods,  but  also  employed  himself  inWer- 
taining  the  most  likely  spots  to  be  plundered,  containing  anything 
of  value.  Whenever  he  made  a  discovery  he  furnished  his  con- 
federates with  the  requisite  instructions,  and  supplied  them  with 
suitable  housebreaking  implement&  The  crime  for  which  he  was 
hung  was  having  a  horse  in  his  possession,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Bowmar,  of  Kirkby.  He  had  purchased  it  from  the  man  who  stole 
it,  but  being  convinced  that  if  he  impeached  his  accomplice,  twenty 
other  crimes  of  a  capital  nature  might  be  brought  against  him,  he 
submitted  to  his  fate,  and  refused  to  make  a  disclosure. 

The  other  convict,  Townsend,  was  a  native  of  Lenton. 

They  were  executed  on  the  23rd.  After  the  bodies  had  hung 
the  usual  time,  they  were  delivered  to  their  friends  for  interment. 
Pendrill  was  taken  to  his  mother's  house  on  Drury-hill,  Townsend 
to  his  Other's  at  Lenton,  and  the  others  to  St.  Mary's  church- 
yard. 

Jamfoary, — ^The  predominant  ladies'  fashions  are  thus  described 
by  a  writer  in  the  Jownicd : — "  The  great  coat  and  belt  is  now 
become  so  general,  that  a  woman  in  female  attire  is  almost  a 
phenomenon.  From  the  lady  of  fashion  to  the  milkwoman,  from 
the  charioted  courtezan  to  the  common  street  walker,  all  strut  in 
nsanly  attire,  and  bid  defiance  to  wind  and  weather.  Its  uses  are 
various ;  it  saves  the  trouble  of  dress,  and  hides  the  poverty  of 
rtfgs.  It  is  a  substitute  for  gown  and  petticoat,  and  answers  the 
puipose  of  shawl,  cloak,  and  handerchief.  It  dirts  only  the  shoes 
and  stockings,  they  being  all  the  apparel  necessary  for  a  woman, 
in  a  great  coat,  except  a  bonnet  and  a  pair  of  glovea  It  is  also 
a  type  of  the  humility  of  great  people,  the  green  stall  women  and 
gardeners'  wives  having  worn  them  under  the  name  of  Josefphs 
without  any  intermission  or  change  of  taste,  for  these  hundred 
years  past  The  ladies  are  quite  at  a  loss  for  an  elegant  winter 
dip.    They  have  gone  through  all  the  forms  that  imagination  can 
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1786  devise :  the  front  of  their  heads  have  been  like  porches  to  church 
doors ;  then  like  the  cupola  of  St  Paul's ;  afterwards  a  mere  flat 
ground ;  then  came  the  balloon ;  and  now  it  is  something  neither 
resembling  anything  in  the  heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath, 
or  anywhere  else !  The  toupee  is  laid  almost  flat,  and  the  side 
curls  disposed  with  as  little  appearance  of  art  as  possible.  The 
Spanish  hat  is  rejected  for  the  English  slouch,  which  they  wear 
down  on  all  sides,  sans  ornament,  except  a  single  ribbon,  and 
which  hides  beauty  even  more  than  the  cardhud,  and  when  it  is 
seen,  nearly  converts  it  to  ugliness.  Large  buckles  are  entirely 
the  rage  amongst  the  ladies,  who,  it  seems,  have  taken  up  arms, 
or  rather  feet,  in  defence  of  the  buckle  manufactory,  which  the 
gentlemen  are  on  the  point  of  deserting,  as  it  is  become  Cushion- 
able  to  ornament  the  male  foot  with  the  pink  bow  or  silken 
rose." 

JcnmcMy. — The  frost  set  in  with  such  unysual  intensity  that 
it  did  not  break  up  till  the  middle  of  March. 

February  12. — The  local  newspaper  states:  "On  Saturday 
last,  two  countrymen  were  drove  out  of  our  market  by  the  popu- 
lace, for  selling  butter  at  the  enormous  price  of  one  shilling  per 
pound.  One  of  them  was  severely  pelted.  The  other  escaped 
more  favourably,  being  gifted  with  a  light  pair  of  heels." 

March  9. — A  county  meeting  of  freeholders,  convened  by 
Sherbrooke  Lowe,  Esq., High  Sheriff,  was  held  at  the  Old  Assembly 
Room,  in  Newark,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  Parliamentary 
reform.  The  orators  on  the  occasion  were,  the  High  Sheriff,  Jos. 
Sykes,  Esq.,  Major  Cartwright,  Mr.  Dickenson  Bastall,  barrister, 
Mr.  Heywood,  the  Rev.  G.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Turner.  The 
petition  adopted  prayed  for  a  wide  extension  of  the  suffrage,  and 
a  repeal  of  the  Septennial  Act.  The  following  gentlemen  sup- 
ported the  petition  by  their  votes : — G.  Neville,  Esq.,  Samuel 
XJnwin,  Esq.,  S.  Unwin,  jun.,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  S.  E,  Stevenson. 

Jime, — ^The  transmission  of  mail-bags  between  London  and 
Nottingham  was  greatly  accelerated  by  the  following  arrange- 
ment : — The  coach  from  this  time  left  the  metropolis  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  arrived  in  Nottingham  at  noon  the 
next  day.  In  returning,  it  left  our  Post-office  at  four  in  the 
afternoon,  and  arrived  in  London  about  eight  the  next  morning. 
Considering  the  state  of  the  roads,  this  was  a  surprising  per- 
formance. 

June  5. — Death  of  Mr.  William  Wliite,  aged  91  years,  up- 
wards of  37  years  sexton  of  St.  Mary  s  ]mi*ish,  during  which  period 
there  had  l^een  under  his  superintendence,  11,234  interment?. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  vacant  office  was  strongly  coveted  by 
several  respectable  parties,  who  issued  printed  addresses  to  the 
ratepayers,  full  of  professions  and  promises,  formed  committees, 
ojiened  public-houses,  and  instituted  a  close  canvass.  It  seemed 
as  if  burying  one's  neighbour  was  a  i)leasant  and  desirable  thing. 
At  the  meeting  of   the  vestry,  on  the  28th,  four  persons  were 
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nomiBated.  viz..  Mr.  Samuel  Creswell,  formerly  a  printer  and  book-   1786 
seller,  Mr.  John  Johnson,  Mr.  Richd.  Burton,  and  Mr.  J.  Yates. 
A  poll  was  demanded,  and  resulted  in  the  success  of  the  first  named 
gentleman. 

Jvly  4. — A  Mr.  Cracknell  had  advertised  his  intention  of 
ascending  from  before  the  Stand,  on  the  Forest,  in  a  balloon,  a 
spectacle  not  yet  witnessed  in  Nottingham  \  and  the  novelty  drew 
together  tlie  population  for  miles  around.  Unfortunately,  the 
aeronaut  had  not  proper  apparatus  for  generating  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  hydrogen  gas,  and  from  twelve  to  seven  o'clock,  kept 
tiie  people  on  the  tiptoe  of  expectation,  and  so  severely  tested  their 
patience  that  they  were  at  length  for  tossing  him  into  the  air, 
spite  of  his  pertinacity  in  sticking  to  terra  firma.  They  however 
took  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and,  regardless  of  the  pro- 
testations of  the  unlucky  experimenter,  cut  the  cords,  and 
liberated  the  balloon  without  an  occupant  They  further  showed 
their  resentment  by  breaking  the  vessels  and  conductors,  and 
finally,  by  making  a  bonfire  of  the  whole  apparatus.  The  balloon 
descended  the  same  evening,  near  Homcastle,  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
was  found  by  some  labouring  men,  who  tore  it  up,  and  divided 
the  fragments. 

Jvly  27. — Execution  of  Thomas  Cobb,  for  housebreaking. 
This  malefactor  was  a  very  poor  man,  and  had  a  large  family. 
His  necessities  had  driven  him  to  the  overseer  of  the  parish  to 
which  he  belonged  for  relief ;  and  being  benighted  on  his  return 
home,  he  called  at  a  small  public-house  in  Normanton-upon-Trent, 
kept  by  Elizabeth  Selby,  and  asked  for  lodgings.  Being  refused, 
he  <went  into  the  yard,  thinking  to  sleep  in  a  stable  or  bam ;  but 
whilst  wandering  about,  he  saw  the  landlady  undressing  for  bed, 
in  the  parlour,  and  observed  her  lay  her  pocket  in  the  chair  under 
the  window ;  and  being  urged  by  a  sense  of  his  necessities,  the 
temptation  became  too  strong  for  his  resistance.  He  accordingly 
extracted  a  pane  and  hooked  out  the  pocket  with  a  'stick  unper- 
ceived.  The  contents  were  of  little  value.  This  was  the  felony 
for  which  the  poor  man  was  sentenced  to  be  hung.  His  previous 
good  character  and  the  extenuating  circumstances  of  the  case 
induced  a  number  of  gentlemen  to  memoralize  the  Judge  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  a  commutation  of  the  sentence ;  but  the 
law  was  as  that  of  Draco,  written  in  letters  of  blood,  and  the 
memorialists  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  He  was  a  native 
of  Hayton,  near  Retford,  and  was  executed  in  the  30th  year  of 
his  age.     His  body  was  interred  in  St.  Mary's  church-yard. 

August  27. — The  large  mace,  that  had  belonged  to  the  Cor- 
poration since  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  and  was  usually  borne 
before  the  Mayor  in  all  civic  processions,  was  stolen  from  the 
house  of  his  Worship,  on  Beastmarket-hilL  The  mace  was  suffered 
to  hang  in  one  of  the  front  rooms  of  the  ground-floor,  and  as  it 
could  be  seen  by  all  who  i)as8ed  by  the  window,  it  was  pointed  out 
as  an  object  of  cupidity  by  two  profligate  men,  one  of  whom  wm 
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1785  afterwards  admitted  evidence  against  the  other.  They  obtained 
possession  of  the  prize  by  a  stratagem.  When  the  evening  set  in, 
one  of  them  closed  the  window-dhutters,  and  the  inmates,  sup- 
posing that  the  shutters  had  been  put  to  by  one  of  themselves, 
and  that  all  was  secure,  neglected  to  Austen  them.  The  entrance 
in  the  night  was  consequently  quite  easy ;  and  so  eager  were  the 
plunderers  after  the  mace,  that  they  did  not  discover  ly^arly  two 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  plate,  which  was  in  a  cupboard  in  the 
same  room.  The  thieves  were  detected  in  consequence  of  their 
not  knowing  how  to  separate  the  gold  from  the  silver  after  the  mace 
had  been  melted  down.  James  Shipley,  one  of  them,  was  subse- 
quently convicted  of  the  burglary ;  and  owing  to  the  Judge  who 
tried  him  being  less  severe  than  the  one  who  sacrificed  poor  Cobb, 
was  sentenced  to  seven  years  transportation  to  Nova  Sootia.  He 
however  made  his  escape  from  the  coach  which  was  conveying 
him  to  the  port,  and  after  many  adventures,  managed  to  get  into 
France,  where  he  stayed  till  after  the  Revolution,  and  then  returned 
to  Nottingham. 

September  13. — The  Nottingham  Chamber  of  Manufttcturers 
gave  an  el^ant  dinner  to  D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.,  M.P.,  ''as  a  compli- 
ment for  his  patriotic  and  manly  exertions  in  Parliament  against 
the  Irish  propositions  for  the  admission  of  their  manufactures ; 
and  for  his  polite  and  zealous  attention  to  their  remarks  on,  and 
objections  to,  that  absurd  and  pernicious  system."  Mr.  Coke 
was  also  presented  by  the  Corporation  with  the  freedom  of  the 
town. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Wm.  Huthwaite  entered  upon 
the  Mayoralty  a  second  time. 

November  1. — One  of  the  most  remarkable  natural  phenomena 
which  ever  occurred  in  this  country  was  observed  at  this  date. 
It  is  thus  described  in  the  Getitleman'a  Magazine : — In  the  early 
morning  the  sky  was  clear ;  though  the  preceding  day  the  sky  had 
been  overcast  with  some  distant  thunder.  About  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  the  sky  became  overcast  like  the  preceding  day, 
and  remained  heavy  at  intervals  until  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
being  first  at  south-wt  st,  and  then  falling  to  a  dead  calm.  At 
four  in  the  afternoon  an  immense  water  spout  was  first  seen,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  dense  cloud,  apparently  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
southward  of  the  Trent,  and  moving  slowly  towards  it ;  and  it 
was  remarked  that  the  branches  of  the  trees  over  which  it  passed 
were  bent  towards  the  ground.  As  the  cloud  came  nearer  the  river, 
it  appeared  to  be  strongly  attracted  by  it,  and  when  it  crossed  did 
not  seem  more  than  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  water, 
which  was  violently  agitated,  and  flew  upward  to  a  great  height 
in  every  direction.  Some  persons  who  saw  it  with  terror  and 
astonishment  from  the  Trent-bridge,  desciibed  it  in  appearance  aa 
a  huge  black  inverted  cone,  terminating  nearly  in  a  point,  and  in 
which  they  perceived  very  plainly  a  whirling  spiiul  motion,  ac- 
companied by  a  rumbling  noise  like  distant  thunder.     By  the* 
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description  which  the  spectators  gave  of  it,  the  middle  of  the  1785 
column  appeared  to  be  nearly  twenty  feet  in  diameter.  After 
passing  the  river,  it  ascended  slowly  and  majestically  in  a  N.£. 
direction ;  and  nothing  came  within  the  limits  of  its  powers  imtil 
it  came  over  Sneinton,  which,  as  in  the  great  storm  of  1558,* 
seemed  doomed  to  encounter  the  full  force  of  its  vengeance. 
Taking  the  thatch  entirely  from  several  bams  and  cottages,  and 
tearing  up  some  apple  trees  by  the  roots,  one  of  which,  four  feet 
in  circumference,  was  broken  short  off  near  the  ground,  and  the 
body  and  branches  carried  to  a  considerable  distance,  it  proceeded 
to  a  large  and  substantial  bam,  which  it  entirely  levelled  to  the 
ground.  The  adjoining  house,  too,  was  entirely  imroofed,  and 
otherwise  much  Gdiattered ;  a  sycamore  tree,  standing  in  the  yard, 
and  which  measured  nearly  two  yards  in  ciix;umference,  was  torn 
up ;  in  short,  nothing  could  resist  its  impetuous  action.  The  rain 
falling  heavily  at  the  time,  joined  to  the  roaring  noise  of  the  tem- 
pest and  the  terrific  aspect  of  the  yet  undissolved  water  spout, 
floating,  as  it  were,  a  little  above  their  heads,  produced  among  the 
spectators  a  feeling  of  alarm  and  confusion  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  describe. 

It  being  the  period  of  the  statute  for  hiring  servants  at  the 
the  time  when  thiis  extraordinary  occurrence  took  place,  a  most 
ludicrous  scene  presented  itself  to  those  who  were  in  a  mood  to 
enjoy  the  fun,  by  the  confusion  into  which  the  hucksters'  stalls, 
baskets,  <&c.,  were  thrown,  with  all  their  wares,  by  the  passing  of 
the  tornado  over  the  field.  Several  persons,  in  attempting  to  save 
their  goods,  were  hurled  by  the  force  of  the  wind  with  great 
violence  against  or  into  the  very  middle  of  the  hedge.  One  boy, 
about  1 4  years  of  age,  it  is  stated,  was  actually  carried  over  the 
hedge  into  an  adjoining  field,  but  happily  without  injury.  The 
people  in  the  public-house,  which  stood  in  the  direction  of  the 
storm,  were  all  of  them  seized  with  a  painful  sensation  in  the 
head,  which  continued  for  some  hours  afterwards.  Flashes  of 
lightning  were  observed  to  dart  from  the  cloud  whilst  it  was  pass- 
ing over  the  fields,  and  as  the  cloud  rolled  over  the  Colwick  hiUs, 
the  people  at  the  tavern  saw  it  very  visibly  contract  and  expand 
in  a  most  remarkable  manner,  as  though  it  had  been  imder  the 
influence  of  electrical  attraction  and  repulsion  from  some  extrane- 
ous forces.     The  whole  scene  continued  for  about  twenty  minutes. 

1786. 

^       Jcmuary  11. — ^A  public  meeting  of  the  shopkeepers  of  the   1786 

*  Stowe,  in  hit  Chronicles,  p.  600»  records  a  remsrable  tempest,  which  is  said  to  hare 
oocurred  in  the  neighbourhooa  of  this  town,  in  the  year  1558,  the  6th  of  Queen  Mary. 
**  On  the  7th  of  Jour,**  lie  says,  **  within  a  mile  of  Nottingham  was  a  marvellous  tempest  of 
thunder,  which,  as  it  came  tnrousrh  two  towns  (supposed  to  be  Bridgreford  and  SnelntonX 
beat  down  all  the  houses  and  chtmdies ;  the  bells  were  cast  to  the  outside  of  the  churcn- 
^urds.  and  some  webs  of  lead  rolled  400  feet  into  the  field,  wriUien  like  a  pdbr  of  gloresi 
The  river  Trent  running;  between  the  two  towns,  the  water,  with  the  mud  in  Uie  bottom, 
was  carried  a  quarts  of  a  mile ;  many  trees  were  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  and  cast  twelve 
socnne  feet  off :  also,  a  child  was  taken  forth  of  a  man's  hand,  two  npear  leng^  1^^  mmI 
carried  an  hundred  [feet,  and  then  let  Wl.  whereby  his  arm  was  broke,  and  so  he  died ;  five 
or  riz  men  were  slain     There  fell  some  baU-ttones  that  were  fifteen  indieB  about" 
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17S6  towti  was  held  at  the  Flying  Horse  inn,  in  opposition  to  the 
Government  tax  on  retail  shops.  This  impost  was  peculiarly 
obnoxious,  and  operated  as  an  additional  house  tax,  the  shops 
being  assessed  according  to  the  rent  of  the  premises.  A  petition 
was  agreed  upon,  and  signed  by  two  hundred  shopkeepers. 

March  17. — William  Hands  was  convicted  at  the  assizes, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Heath,  of  stealing  a  black  mare,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Hopewell,  of  Mansfield ;  and  John  Lister,  for  stealing  a 
sheep  at  Wilford.  Both  of  them  were  left  for  execution.  lister 
was  apprehended  under  the  following  circumstances.  Mr.  Spencer, 
of  the  Red  Lion  inn,  Narrow-marsh,  having  lost  a  sack  of  rnalt^ 
and  suspecting  Lister  to  have  made  free  with  it,  obtained  a  search- 
warrant.  On  searching  his  house  in  Woolpack-lane,  parts  of  the 
carcases  of  two  sheep  were  discovered,  and  sworn  to  as  having 
been  stolen  from  the  flock  of  Mr.  John  Deverill,  of  Wilford.  The 
malt  was  found  in  a  stable,  rented  by  Lister,  in  the  Spread  Eagle 
yard.  The  convicts  were  hanged  on  Wednesday,  the  29tL  Hands 
was  27  years  of  age,  and  Lister  21.  The  body  of  the  former  was 
buried  the  same  day,  in  St  Mary's  church-yard ;  and  that  of  the 
latter  at  Wilford. 

June  13. — This  morning,  between  the  hours  of  ^rve  and  seven, 
five  prisoners  managed  to  escape  from  the  County  Gaol,  viz., 
Joseph  Higginbottom,  William  Wood,  Daniel  Hayes  (three  con- 
victs), Thomas  Bradbury,  and  Edward  Morley.  One  them  got 
out  independently  of  the  rest,  and  without  their  knowledge,  by 
means  of  a  false  key.  The  others  efiected  a  lodgment  upon  a 
roof  adjoining  the  felons'  yard,  and  letting  themselves  down  by  a 
rope,  got  clear  away.  These  escapes  indicate  that  the  internal 
government  of  the  prison  must  have  been  very  defective. 

June  27. — ^The  birthday  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Cam 
Hobhouse,  Bart.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  and  M.P. 
for  Harwich.  Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse  represented  Nottingham  in 
the  House  of  Commons  from  1834  to  1847:  (afterwards  created 
Lord  Broughton).  The  hon.  baronet  was  the  eldest  of  twelve  sons 
of  the  late  Sir  Benjamin  Hobhouse,  Bart,  one  of  whom  was  the 
member  for  Lincoln.  He  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  and  after 
quitting  the  University,  travelled  in  1809  and  1810  into  Albaniai 
Roumelia,  and  other  provinces  of  Turkey,  with  the  lamented 
Byron.  His  first  entrance  into  Parliament  was  as  the  represen- 
tative of  Westminster,  and  in  that  capacity  he  exerted  himself 
with  distinguished  ability  in  favour  of  the  Reform  Bill.  He 
succeeded  Sir  Henry  Pamall  in  the  office  of  Secretary  at  War, 
1832,  when  he  opposed  a  motion  for  the  abolition  of  flogging  in 
the  army,  but  at  the  same  time  reduced  the  number  of  lashes 
allowable  by  one  third.  The  vote  gave  great  oflence  to  some  of 
his  constituents,  and  he  resigned  his  seat.  On  his  election  for 
Nottingham,  he  was  at  first  Chief  Conmiissioner  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  and  subsequently  President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  with 
a  seat  in  the  Cabinet      He  died  June  3rd,  1869. 


..    »     m.  ^' 
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June  21. — Sanguinary  as  some  of  the  scenes  brought  to  view  1786 
iu  the  preceding  pages  may  appear,  and  difficult  as  it  may  be  to 
reconcile  them  with  the  requirements  of  justice,  much  less  with 
the  dictates  of  humanity,  the  subjoined  instance  of  the  barbarity 
of  the  times  would  be  almost  incredible  were  it  not  well  authen- 
ticated. The  subject  of  it  was  a  young  woman  of  Nottingham 
extraction,  her  mother  having  been  a  native  of  the  town,  named 
Phoebe  Harris.  She  was  small  in  stature,  rather  stout  and  of 
good  figure,  pale  complexion,  and  pleasing  features.  Her  age  was 
30,  and  she  lived  with  her  husband  in  London.  She  was  detected 
whilst  in  the  act  of  coining  money,  to  which  she  had  been  instigated 
by  her  husband,  who  it  appeared  was  an  old  practitioner.  For 
this  offence  she  was  tried  at  the  ( )ld  Bailey,  and  sentenced  to 
death.  She  was  conducted  on  a  subsequent  day  by  two  constables 
to  the  open  space  in  front  of  Newgate,  in  the  presence  of  about 
twenty  thousand  spectators,  where  a  stake  had  been  secui-ely  fixed 
in  the  ground,  about  eleven  feet  high,  and  with  a  curved  projec- 
tion of  iron  at  the  top,  to  which  was  affixed  a  halter.  The 
prisoner  was  placed  on  a  stool,  with  her  back  to  the  stake,  and 
after  the  onlinary  of  the  gaol  had  prayed  with  her  for  a  short 
time,  the  stool  was  pulled  from  underneath,  leaving  her  suspended 
by  the  neck,  with  her  feet  about  a  foot  from  the  ground.  Two 
cart  loads  of  faggots  were  then  placed  round  her  and  set  on  fire. 
The  halter  speedily  snapped,  and  the  body  slipped,  but  was  sus- 
tained by  an  iron  chain  passed  round  her  waist  and  the  stake. 
In  the  course  of  three  hours  the  corpse  was  entirely  consumed. 

The  unfortunate  sufferer  was  struck  with  so  much  horror  at 
the  idea  of  her  body  being  burnt,  that  in  the  night  previous  to 
her  execution  she  was  quite  frantic.  When  she  was  led  to  the 
skhke,  she  appeared  languid  and  terrified,  and  trembled  excessively. 
The  awful  apparatus  of  death  evidently  struck  her  mind  with 
consternation,  and  totally  incapacitated  her  for  the  last  devotional 
exercises.  The  spectators  were  loud  in  their  execrations  against 
the  officers*  of  the  law  while  the  victim  was  burning,  but  immedi- 
ately on  their  withdrawing,  amused  themselves  by  kicking  about 
her  ashes.  An  application  had  been  made  to  the  Sheriffs  by  the 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  praying  that  the 
execution  might  take  place  at  Tyburn,  or  at  some  small  distance 
from  them,  but  without  avail.  The  consequences  were  serious : 
sevei'al  ladies  were  taken  very  unwell,  and  many  were  severely 
affected  by  the  offensive  effluvium.* 

August  20. — Death  of  Mr.  Matthew  Unwin,  hosier,  aged  28 
years.  In  1783  this  lamented  individual  published  a  small  volume 
of  poems,  which  were  favourably  received. 

September  29. — Mr.  Aid.  John  Carruthers  elected  Mayor. 

*  The  oifence  of  "  oolningTi**  for  which  Phoebe  Harris  suffered,  came  under  the  denomin- 
ation of  "  high  treason.**  Blaokstone  accounts  for  the  punishment  of  women  for  this  crime 
being  different  from  that  of  men,  b^  stating  Uiat  the  natural  modesty  of  the  sex  forbids  the 
exposure  and  public  division  of  their  bodies,  and  therefore  they  are  burnt  The  punish- 
m«it  of  men  for  high  U«aaon  was,  beheadhig,  dividing  the  body  into  four  parte,  and  burn- 
ing the  heart. 
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1786  December  12. — A  remarkable  escape  from  death,  at  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Wilson,  bookseller,  South-parade.  Mr.  Stretton, 
builder,  accidentally  met  a  Mr.  Wood,  of  Eastwood,  and  stood  con- 
versing with  him  on  the  causeway  in  front  of  the  shop.  Suddenly, 
a  violent  gust  of  wind  overthrew  a  stack  of  chimneys,  which  in 
their  descent  brought  down  with  them  a  large  portion  of  the  roof, 
and  a  quantity  of  the  brick-work  of  the  front  wall.  Neither  of 
the  gentlemen  had  warning  sufficient  to  run  out  of  danger.  An 
appairently  solid  mass  fell  upon  the  back  and  head  of  Mr.  Stretton, 
but  chiefly  upon  liis  shoulders,  beating  him  to  the  ground,  and 
cutting  the  back  of  his  coat  into  shreds.  He  endeavoured  two  or 
three  times  to  get  up,  but  the  bricks  continually  falling  upon  him, 
prevented  hiui.  Mr.  Wood  also  received  serious  injuries.  They 
were  taken  away  in  sedan  chairs,  and  botli  of  them  eventually 
recovered,  though  not  without  great  difficulty.* 

In  the  year  1613,  eleven  tenements  in  Hounds-gate  were 
bequeathed  by  W.  Gregoiy,  of  this  town,  to  the  Corporation,  as 
"almshouses  for  ever,"  for  poor  aged  people  to  dwell  in  free 
of  rent,  witli  408.  a  year  out  of  the  Boycroft,  to  be  applied  in 
repairs  and  fuel,  or  other  charitable  i-elief,  amongst  the  said  poor 
aged  people.  In  1732  they  were  divided  into  three  equal  parts, 
and  a  lease  of  each,  for  999  years,  at  a  pepper-corn  rent,  was 
granted  by  the  Corporation. 

This  year  (1786),  the  parishes  and  Corporation  united  in  sel- 
ling these  tenements,  and  in  lieu,  St.  Peter's  built  the  workhouse 
in  Broad-marsh  ;  St.  Mary's  built  twelve  small  tenements,  called 
White-rents,  in  York-street,  on  land  given  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Corporation ;  and  St.  Nicholas's  built  the  eight  White-rents  at  the 
bottom  of  Finkhill-street  and  Greyfriars-gate.  There  is  no  record 
in  the  Hall  books  of  the  particular  grants  of  land  in  1786,  but 
there  are  entries  in  the  years  1783  and  1786  showing  the  trams- 
action  as  above  stated ;  and  it  is  to  be  inferred  there  were  no 
deeds  of  conveyance  for  the  sites  of  the  White-rents,  no  lease,  no 
rent.  It  seems  therefore  that  the  sites,  as  well  as  the-  buildings, 
belong  to  each  parisli  respectively  in  perpetuity,  but  that  the 
appropriation  of  the  charity  to  its  original  purposes  is  still  incum- 
bent. 

1787. 

1787  March  7. — Launch  of  **The  Nottingham,"  at  Gmvesend,  one 
of  the  largest  East  Indiamen  ever  built.  Amongst  the  spectators 
were  the  Marquis  of  Lansdo^vno,  Earl  Damley,  many  of  the 
Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  Sheriffs  of  London, 

*  Mr.  Wilson's  premises  occupioU  the  sito  of  the  house  aiid  shop,  the  property  of  the 
late  Mr.  Jon.  Dunn.  Mr.  Dunn,  who  was  prcvimwlv  a  hosier,  succeeded  the  widow  of  Mr 
Wilson,  and  entirely  rebuilt  the  premises  in  1823.  He  had  a  lively  recollection  of  the  acci- 
dent above  referred  to,  being  Mr.  Wilson's  apprentice  at  the  time,  and  himself  narrowly 
escaping  from  death  by  an  immense  fall  of  materials  at  the  same  moment  through  the 
ceiling  of  the  iwrlour  in  \^hich  he  and  Mrs.  WiKon  were  Kitting. 
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and  moat  of  the  Aldermen,  in  compliment  to  their  brother  Alder-  1787 
man,  Mr.  William  Curtis,  the  owner  of  the  vessel.  There  were 
also  more  than  a  himdred  ladies,  very  richly  attired.  A  very 
snparb  silk  flag  was  hoisted,  on  which  was  figured  a  view  of  Not- 
tingham CSastle  and  the  town  arms.  An  elegant  carving  of  the 
Oastle,  in  Sherwood  oak,  surmounted  the  centre  of  the  stem 
galleiy.  On  the  starboard  side  of  the  gallery  were  painted  the 
Nottingham  arms,  and  on  the  larboaixi  side,  the  arms  of  Mr. 
Alderman  Curtis.  But  the  most  prominent  object  was  the  head 
of  the  ship,  which  represented  a  Tartar  armed  with  a  large  shield, 
on  which  was  also  emblazone<l  the  town  arms.  This  figure  was 
executed  in  the  most  imposing  style,  and  reflected  credit  upon  the 
carver.  After  the  launch,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen,  276  in  num- 
ber, including  several  of  our  townsmen,  were  most  sumptuously 
entertained  at  dinner,  with  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season  and 
the  choicest  wines.  Alderman  Curtis,  in  drinking  ^*  success  to 
the  ship  Nottingham,"  coupled  with  the  toast,  "  prosperity  to  the 
ancient  town  of  Nottingham,  and  success  to  its  manu^u^tory,  with 
the  health  of  the  Mayor,  Cor})oration,  and  Burgesses."  This  was 
received  with  three  times  three  cheei-s,  and  met  with  due  response. 
Mr.  Walker  then  sang — 

'*  Nottingham  ale,  boys,  Nottingham  ale.*' 

a  song,  which  though  not  proper  to  be  repeated  in  ears  polite,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  great  favourite  with  our  townsmen  of  the 
past  generation.     A  grand  ball  completed  the  festivity. 

MoflTch  31. — Died  at  his  residence  at  Calverton,  aged  78  years, 
Mr.  Alderman  Thomas  Oldknow.  This  gentleman  was  remarkable 
for  his  experience  in  land  surveying.  He  had  been  a  commissioner 
under  more  inclosure  acts  than  any  other  pereon  probably  in  the 
kingdom.  His  remains  were  deposited  with  those  of  his  relations 
in  the  parish  church  of  Heanor.- 

April  8. — ^The  new  mace,  manufactured  in  London  to  replace 
the  one  that  had  been  stolen,  accompanied  the  usual  Sabbath  pro- 
cession to  Divine  service  at  St.  Mary's,  the  first  time.  On  this 
occasion  the  Mayor  was  attended  by  the  Aldermen,  Town  Clerk, 
Sherifl^  Senior  and  Junior  Council,  and  other  members  of  the 
Corporation.  Mr.  Howard,  Sergeant-at-Mace,  was  presented  with 
a  new  blue  cloak,  richly  ornamented  with  gold  lace  (such  having 
been  the  livery  of  that  oflicer  from  time  immemorial) ;  and  so 
great  was  the  desire  to  see  the  mace,  that  the  streets  were  lined 
with  people  the  whole  of  the  route.  The  mace  is  twenty-five 
ounces  heavier  than  the  former  one,  and  weighs  nearly  two  hun- 
dred ouncea  It  is  about  five  feet  long.  The  inscription  is, 
^^  Johannes  CarrutJiers,  Armigero  Preside  Nottinghamio'y  1787." 
On  its  head,  are  the  arms  of  England,  beautifully  quartered,  from 
which  arise  four  supporters,  surmounted  by  a  handsome  globe. 
The  emblem  of  Royal  authority  and  civic  dignity  also  beai*s  the 
arms  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Fmnce. 
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1787  September  28. — In  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  butter, 

ranging  from  9d.  to  Is.  per  pound,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council,  in  Common  Hall  assembled,  agreed  to  send  for 
several  tons  of  the  best  Irish,  and  retail  it  to  the  public  at  prime 
cost.  This  expedient  was  found  to  be  so  popular  that  successive 
consignments  were  sent  for  and  eagerly  bought 

September  29. — Mr.  Aid.  Lowe  entered  upon  the  Mayoralty. 

October  26. — A  large  number  of  framework  knitters  assembled 
in  the  Market-place  in  a  riotous  manner,  marched  to  the  house  of 
a  person  named  Greaves,  in  Narrow-marsh,  and  broke  a  frame  to 
pieces,  the  property  of  Mr.  Hooton,  hosier,  High-pavement.  The 
Mayor  immediately  swore  in  a  number  of  special  constables,  and 
issued  a  handbill  of  a  cautionaiy  nature ;  and  the  local  Chamber 
of  Commerce  oflfered  a  reward  of  twenty  guineas  for  the  discovery 
of  the  offenders.  There  was  consequently  no  further  breach  of 
the  peace. 

Noveniber  22. — Thomas  Morris,  one  of  the  paid  masters  of 
the  Sabbath  schools  held  in  the  Exchange  Rooms,  having  b(;en  sus- 
pected of  an  improper  intimacy  wiUi  a  female  scholar,  and 
discharged  from  his  situation  in  consequence,  committed  suicide. 
He  was  found  in  a  hovel,  in  '^James's  copse,'' in  the  Lamma^i 
fields,  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  by  a  young  milkwoman,  who 
was  so  terrified  at  seeing  a  man  apparently  dead  that  slie  ran  and 
left  her  milk-pail  behind  her.  He  was  carried  home  still  alive, 
but  died  in  a  few  hours,  having  taken  laudanimi  in  large  (|uanti- 
ties.  The  Coroner's  jury  i-etuming  a  verdict  oifelo  de  *r,  the  body 
was  buried  at  seven  the  following  Saturday  night,  at  the  top  of 
Derby-road.  On  the  lowering  of  the  Sand-hills,  about  1815, 
Morris's  skeleton  was  exhumed,  in  common  with  the  remains  of 
several  othei'S.  It  was  easily  distinguishable  by  the  fragments  of 
wood  which  adhered  to  it,  he  having  been  the  only  one  buried  in 
a  coffin.  The  skull  afterwards  ornamented  the  compositora'  room 
of  one  of  the  news})aper  offices. 

Noveniber  23. — The  remains  of  Charles,  Duke  of  Rutland, 
and  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  were  brought  to  Nottingham  in 
grand  funeral  procession,  on  their  way  from  Dublin  to  the  family 
mausoleum  at  Bottesford.  The  body  lay  in  state  during  the 
night,  in  the  large  room  of  the  Blackmoor'a  Head  inn,  which  had 
been  hung  with  black  for  the  occasion.  The  procession  -i*ecom- 
menced  its  progress  between  nine  and  ten  the  next  morning,  the 
muffied  bells  of  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Peter's  sending  foilh  mournful 
tones.  A  company  of  Light  Horse  led  the  way ;  followed  by  a 
number  of  mutes,  six  men  with  gilt  staves,  the  Duke's  Hus«ar, 
bearing  the  coronet  on  a  crimson  velvet  cushion,  his  favourite 
hoi-se  led  by  two  pages  and  supported  hy  soldiers  on  both  sides, 
the  hearse  (containing  the  body)  drawn  by  six  horses  and  superbly 
adorned  with  magnificent  plumes  of  black  feathers  and  escutcheons 
of  his  Grace's  arms,  ifec,  and  the  horses  gorgeously  caparisoned, 
five  mourning  coaches,  his  Grace's  state  coach,  retainers,  and 
gentlemen  on  horseback. 
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December  18. — The  Mayor  and  Common  Council,  knowing  1787 
that  for  some  time  past  their  estates  hacl  been  ueglected,  and  that 
the  workmen  employed  in  the  several  departments  under  the 
Corporation  frequently  misspent  their  time,  appointed  John 
CoUishaw,  Gent.,  of  the  Senior  Council,  their  Steward,  with  a 
salary  of  forty  guineas  per  annum.  Mr.  Collishaw  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  84,  and  died  at  his  house  in  Hounds-gate,  October 
19,  1819. 

The  first  convicts  despatched  from  the  Midland  counties  to 
Australia,  left  England  this  year.  From  the  circumstance  of 
their  being  landed  upon  an  inlet  called  Botany  Bay,  transports  for 
many  years  afterwards  were  popularly  understood  to  be  ^'  sent  to 
Botany  Bay." 

1788. 

Ffhrxi/yry  5. — A  true  and  complete  peal  of  five  thousand  and   1788 
forty  changes  Bob  Royal  (ten  in),  was  i-ung  on  the  deep-toned  i)€al 
of  ten  bells  at  St.  Mary's,  by  a  select  com})any  of  the  Nottingham 
Society.     It  occupied  tiree  hours  and  forty- four  minutes. 

Fehriuvry  11. — A  public  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mayor  in 
compliance  with  a  requisition,  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  to 
deliberate  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trjide.  Its  chief  promotera 
were  the  clergy  and  Dissenting  ministers,  and  Messrs.  S.  Smith, 
F.  Hart,  R.  Denison,  J.  Morris,  and  R.  Butler.  The  following 
resolution  was  adopted  : — "  That  this  meeting  approves  of  a  peti- 
tion to  the  House  of  Commons,  i-equesting  of  them  in  their 
l^lislative  capacity,  that  some  fit  and  wise  means  may  be  adopted 
for  abolishing  the  horrid  trade  of  slavery  in  our  Plantations ;  and 
for  placing  the  slaves  already  existing  there  in  a  more  favourable 
state,  by  extending  to  them  the  protection  of  law  in  all  the 
unalienable  rights  of  human  nature."  A  committee  was  formed, 
and  a  subscription  entered  into,  to  advance  the  object  of  the 
meeting. 

March  26. — A  woman  named  Mary  Bramwell,  who  had  been 
committed  to  the  Town  Gaol  for  being  implicated  in  a  robbery, 
made  her  escaj^e  by  removing  the  bricks  of  a  wall  twenty  inches 
thick,  under  the  window  of  a  cell  in  wliich  slie  was  confined.  This 
escape  was  considereil  n  ery  astonishing. 

April  12. — Died,  at  her  house  near  the  Leen-bridge,  in  the 
92nd  year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Mary  Etough.  Her  first  husband  was 
Mr.  Wm.  Stevens,  who  cai-ried  the  gold  cup  l>ef  oi-e  the  Coi^oration 
in  grand  procession  on  the  Thanksgiving  Day,  July  7th,  1713,  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  to  this  kingdom  by  Her  Majesty  Queen 
Anne.  She  survived  her  second  husband,  Mr.  Anthony  Etough, 
supervisor  of  excise,  nearly  foi-ty  years.  Her  remains  were 
deposited  in  the  south  aisle  of  St.  Mary's  church. 

May  12. — A  serious  riot  took  place  on  account  of  the  high 
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1788  price  of  butchers'  meat.  The  doors  and  shutters  in  the  Shambles 
were  taken  into  the  Market-place  and  burnt,  along  with  many  of 
the  butchers'  books ;  and  great  quantities  of  meat  were  stolen. 
The  temperate  and  conciliatory  conduct  of  the  authorities,  how- 
ever, soon  quelled  the  outbreak. 

Jwne  7. — Lieutenant  Bright,  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Militia 
(which  had  been  called  up  for  training),  having  spent  the  evening 
with  his  brother  oflScers,  retired  to  his  lodgings  on  the  Long-row. 
After  he  had  been  in  his  bedroom,  as  was  supposed,  some  time, 
suspicion  arose  in  the  house  that  something  was  amiss.  On  enter- 
ing his  apartment,  it  was  found  he  was  in  a  state  of  insensibility 
and  enveloped  in  flames.  The  fatality,  it  was  generally  believed, 
arose  from  his  having  sat  down  too  near  the  candle,  at  the  time  he 
was  undressing  for  bed.  He  had  recently  introduced  into  the 
town  the  since  universal  practice  of  wearing  braces. 

Jvly  12. — Died,  at  his  seat  at  Wilford,  aged  71  years,  Abel 
Smith,  Esq.,  an  eminent  banker  of  this  town.  In  1774,  this 
gentleman  was  returned  to  Parliament  the  member  for  Aldborough, 
in  Yorkshire ;  in  the  year  1780,  for  St.  Ives,  in  CJomwall ;  and  at 
the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  the  representative  of  St  G^ermain, 
in  the  same  county.  He  was  father  of  R.  Smith,  Esq.,  M.P.  for 
Nottingham. 

Jvly  13. — Death  of  Humphrey  Hollins,  Esq.,  Senior  Alder- 
man of  the  Corporation,  at  his  house  in  Wheeler-gate,  aged  88 
years.     He  served  the  office  of  Sheriff  in  the  year  1739. 

Jvly  17. — The  Mayor  and  Corporation  dined  at  Thurland 
Hall  in  a  sumptuous  manner,  with  Lord  Middleton,  John  Sherwin, 
Esq.,  Thomas  Plumbe,  Esq.,  Cornelius  Launder,  Esq.,  Francis 
Ckiwthom,  Esq.,  and  many  other  gentlemen  of  influence  and 
station. 

September  10. — ^The  workmen  at  Mr.  Jowitt's  extensive  wool 
warehouse,  in  Hounds-gate,  were  astonished  this  morning  by  per- 
ceiving a  peculiarly  offensive  smell,  and  upon  investigation,  found 
the  body  of  Mr.  Rogers,  hosier  (who  had  been  missing),  in  an 
advanced  state  of  putrefaction.  It  was  conjectured  that  the 
lamented  individual  had  reclined  on  some  woolpacks  to  rest  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  had  been  so  unfortimate  as  to  slip  down  a  great 
depth  between  a  number  of  them,  and  being  unable  to  get  out, 
or  to  make  his  situation  known,  had  sank  down,  completely  over 
powered. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Howitt  elected  Mayor. 
*  November  4. — The  centenary  of  the  Revolution  of  1688  was 
celebrated  in  Nottingham  in  the  following  manner ; — A  public 
dinner  was  provided  by  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the  Blackmoor's  Head 
inn,  at  Thurland  Hall,  consisting  of  nearly  forty  dishes,  of  every 
delicacy  in  season,  to  which  about  fifty  gentlemen  sat  down. 
The  following  toasts  were  drank  : — The  immortal  memory  of  King 
William  (three  times  three);  Queen  Mary ;  the  King,  Queen,  and 
Royal  Family;   the  Duke  of   Portland;    the  Members  for  the 
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Town  and  County;  Lord  Middleton;  Mr.  Montagu;  Mr.  Musters;   1788 
Mr.  Smelt ;  and  May  every  plot  against  the  King  and  Constitu- 
tion meet  the  fate  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot.     John  Wright,  jun*, 
Esq.,  was  in  the  chair,  and  Jolin  Stamford,   Esq.,  in  the  vice- 
chair. 

A  similar  company  dined  at  the  Salutation  inn,  in  Hounds- 
gate.  The  toasts  here,  it  will  be  seen,  were  somewhat  different : — 
The  joyous  commemoration  of  the  glorious  Revolution  of  1688 
(three  cheers  and  a  song) ;  the  immoi*tal  memories  of  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary,  the  preservenj  of  our  Constitution  in 
Church  and  State  (thi'ee  cheers  and  a  song,  "  He  comes,  ho  comes, 
the  hero  comes") ;  the  memories  of  the  worthies  that  joined  their 
hearts  and  hands  in  the  glorious  cause,  ever  remembering  the 
names  of  a  Devonsliire,  a  Delamero,  a  Dauby,  and  a  Howe  (three 
cheers  and  a  song);  the  King,  and  may  he  ever  follow  the  example 
of  his  Koyal  ancestors,  and  glory  in  the  name  of  Briton  (three 
cheers,  and  **  God  save  the  King") ;  the  Queen  and  her  Royal 
Offspring,  and  may  they  ever  maintain  the  rights  and  lil^erties  of 
Britons  (three  cheers  and  a  song). 

There  was  also  a  ball  and  supper  at  the  Assembly  Rooms, 
very  brilliantly  and  fa,shionably  attended.  At  twelve  p.m.,  the 
company  retired  into  the  drawing-room,  states  the  record,  "during 
the  preparation  of  setting  the  tables  and  covering  tliem  with 
ninety-four  dishes  and  eighty-six  desserts,  the  whole  being  brought 
in  and  set  out  by  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the  Blackmoor's  Head  iim, 
and  assistants,  in  eight  minutes  and  a  half."  Duiing  the  evening, 
large  bonfires  were  kept  up  in  different  part.s  of  the  town,  accom- 
panied by  every  public  demonstration  of  joy. 

The  conspicuous  position  assigned  to  Nottingliam  in  the 
Revolution  of  1688,  renders  it  essential  that  we  revert  to  the 
leading  incidents,  especially  as  no  other  local  historian  has  yet 
noticed  the  remarkable  fact  of  the  Princess  Anne's  temporary 
residence  in  the  town.  It  is  stated  by  Deering,  that  "  there  are 
men  still  li\dng  in  the  town  (1751),  who  well  remember  that  ten 
days  before  the  celebrated  declaration  dated  *  Nottingham,  23rd  of 
November,  1688,'  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Earl  of  Stamford, 
the  Lord  Howe,  and  other  noblemen,  and  abundance  of  the 
gentry  of  the  county  of  Nottingham,  resorted  to  this  town,  and 
went  to  meet  one  another  at  their  respective  inns,  daily  increasing 
in  number,  and  continued  at  Nottingham  till  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Delamere,  with  between  four  or  five  hundred  horse.  This  noble- 
man quartered  at  the  Featheis  inn,*  whither  all  the  rest  of  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  came  to  meet  him ;  and  till  this  time  the 
people  of  the  town  were  unacquainted  with  the  result  of  these 
frequent  consultations,  when  the  above-mentioned  lord,  after  he 

**  The  Feathers  inn  was  situated  nearly  at  the  top  of  the  wetit  side  of  Wheeler-gate. 
Mr.  T.  Bailey  states  that  "  it  was  held  up  the  vard  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Bennett  and  Mr. 
Jones  ;  hut  only  removed  there  after  it  was  given  up  by  Mr.  Prentice,  who,  if  I  mistake  not, 
first  occupied  the  premises  of  the  present  inn  (the  Old  Moot  Hall)  as  a  private  house.  The 
original  'Feathers  Inn'  was  undoubtedly  the  premises  now  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Brown. 
A  variety  of  evidence  could  be  afforded  in  confirmation  of  this  statement,  If  necewary.** 
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1788  had  stayed  awhile  in  the  town,  having  a  mind  to  try  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  populace,  on  a  sudden  ordered  the  trumpets  to  sound 
to  arms,  giving  out  that  the  King's  (James  II.)  forces  wei*e  within 
four  miles  of  Nottingham,  whereupon  the  whole  town  was  in 
alarm.  Multitudes  who  had  horses,  mounted  and  accoutred 
themselves  with  such  arms  as  they  had,  whilst  others  in  vast 
numbers  on  foot  appeared,  some  with  firelocks,  some  with  swords, 
some  with  other  weapons,  even  pitchforks  not  except^ ;  and  being 
told  of  the  necessity  of  securing  the  passage  over  the  Trent,  they 
immediately  drew  all  the  boats  that  were  near  at  hand,  to  the 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  with  them,  and  some  timbers  and 
boards  on  the  whai*f,  with  barrels  and  all  the  frames  of  the 
market-stalls,  barricadeil  the  north-side  of  the  Trent.  My  Lord 
Delamere  and  his  party,  well  pleased  with  the  readiness  of  the 
people  to  give  their  assistance,  his  Lordship  sent  his  men  and 
some  officers  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  but  himself,  with  a  few 
officers,  stayetl  till  the  next  day,  being  Saturday,  which  is  the 
principal  market-day,  when  he,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the 
Lord  Howe,  &c.,  appeared  at  the  Malt-cross,  and  in  the  face  of  a 
full  market,  the  Loixl  Delamere,  in  a  speech,  declared  to  the 
people  the  danger  their  religion  and  liberty  were  in  under  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  King,  and  that  Providence  had  sent 
his  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  under  God,  to  deliver  them 
from  Popery  and  slavery,  for  which  reason,  according  to  the 
Prince  his  declaration,  they  were  for  a  free  Parliament,  and  hoped 
their  concurrence.  This  was  seconded  by  a  speech  of  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  and  also  of  the  Lord  Howe,  and  was  followed  by 
the  shouts  of  the  people,  who  cried  out,  *  A  free  Parliament !  A 
free  Parliament  !*  This  done,  I^ord  Delamere  departed  to  follow 
his  troops,  whilst  the  Duke  and  Lord  Howe  made  it  known  that 
they  were  for  raising  hoi'se  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  and  would 
list  such  as  were  willing  to  be  entertained,  whereupon  upwards  of 
an  hundred  men,  who  offered  themselves,  were  entered  the  same 
day." 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  flight  of  the  Princess 
Anne,  subsequently  Sovereign  of  these  realms,  are  thus  detailed 
in  Mrs.  A.  Thompson's  Memoirs  of  Sarah,  Dachess  of  MarUboro^h, 
and  of  the  Court  of  Quee7i  Anne."  It  must  be  premised  that 
William,  Prince  of  Orange,  had  landed  at  Torbay,  and  that  King 
James  had  been  out  to  meet  him  as  far  as  Salisbury,  where  he 
stayed  a  week,  but  had  returned  to  London,  owing  to  numerous 
defections,  the  Prince  George  of  Denmark  amongst  the  number. 
"  Here,"  states  the  authoress,  "  a  severer  blow  than  any  which 
James  had  hitherto  experienced,  fell  upon  liim :  the  Princess 
Anne  had  fled.  At  first,  to  aggravate  the  King's  distress,  a 
mystery  was  made  of  her  flight,  and  it  was  insinuated  that  James, 
by  encouraging  the  Papists,  had  been  instrumental  in  the  death 
of  his  child,  who,  it  was  said,  had  been  muixlered  by  them,  on 
account  of  her  Protestantism.      James,  who  had  fondly  loved  his 
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daughter,  and  had  always  shewn  her  the  utmost  tenderness,  burst   1788 
into  tears,  and  in  the  agonies  of  parental  feeling  exclaimed,  *  Qod 
help  me,  my  own  children  have  forsaken  me !' 

**The  following  account  of  the  caution  with  which  Anne 
conoerted  her  flight,  and  the  mode  in  which  she  put  it  in  execution, 
is  given  by  her  companion,  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough  : — *  The 
Princess  went  to  bed  at  the  usual  time,  to  avoid  suspicion.  I 
came  to  her  soon  after ;  and  by  the  back  stairs  which  went  down 
irom  her  closet,  her  Royal  Highness,  my  Lady  Fitzhardinge,  and 
I,  with  one  servant,  wulked  to  the  coach,  where,  according  to 
arrangement,  we  found  the  Bishop  of  London  and  the  Earl  of 
Dorset.  They  conducted  us  that  night  to  the  Bishop's  house  in 
the  city,  and  the  next  day  to  my  Lord  Dorset's  at  Copt  Hall.  - 
From  thence  we  went  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton's,  and  from 
thence  to  Nottingham,  where  the  country  gathered  round  the 
Princess,  nor  did  she  think  herself  safe  until  she  saw  herself  sur- 
rounded by  the  Prince  of  Orange's  friends.' 

"  Inoffensive,  and  even  popular  from  her  strict  adherence  to 
Protestantism,  Aime  immediately  met  with  defenders.  A  small 
body  of  volunteers  mustered  round  her  and  formed  a  guard,  com- 
manded by  no  less  a  person  than  Dr.  Compton,  Bishop  of  London, 
the  resolute  prelate  who  had  opposed  the  Court  on  various 
occasions,  and  especially  in  his  refusal  to  suspend  a  Protestant 
clergyman  for  exposing  Papistical  errors.  This  zealous  man,  who 
had  been  a  comet  of  dragoons  in  his  youth,  now  rode  before  the 
Princess  and  her  suite,  including  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough 
(then  simply  Lady  Churchill),  carrying  a  drawn  sword  in  one 
hand,  and  pistols  on  his  saddle-bow.  In  this  chivalric  guise  the 
fugitive  party  reached  Northampton  and  travelled  on  to  Notting- 
ham, where  the  gallant  Earl  of  Devonshire,  the  friend  of  Russell, 
had  raised  a  band  of  volunteers  to  assist  the  cause  of  the 
Revolution.^ 

<*It  happened  that  the  famous  Caius  Gabriel  Cibber,  the 
sculptor,  was  at  this  time  at  Chatsworth,  engaged  by  Lord 
Devonshire  in  the  embellishment  of  that  sumptuous  place,  and,  in 
the  words  of  Colley  Cibber,  of  altering  it  '  from  a  Gk>thic  to  a 
Grecian  magnificence.'  Colley  Cibber,  in  pursuance  of  his  Other's 
commands,  travelled  from  London  to  Nottingham,  and  found  the 
ooontiy  in  a  state,  if  it  may  be  so  expressed,  of  peaceful  commotion. 
When  he  arrived  at  Nottingham  he  found  his  fether  in  arms 
there,  among  the  Earl's  volunteer  company.  Caius,  however, 
was  aged,  and  averse  to  the  thought  of  a  winter  campaign,  and  he 
persuaded  his  patron  to  allow  him  to  retire  to  Chatsworth  to  finish 
his  works,  and  to  substitute  his  young  son,  more  fit  for  the  busi- 
ness of  war,  into  his  honours  and  regimentals.  The  Earl  consented, 
and  Colley  Cibber  'jumped,'  as  he  expressed  it,  '  into  his  father's 
laddla'     He  had  not  been  many  days  in  Nottingham  before  news 

*  The  PrinoeM  and  her  disttnguiahed  attendanU  honoured  the  Feathen  inn  with  thiir 
oompany  during  their  stay  in  Nottingham. 

T 
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1788  of  the  Prinoess  Anne's  flight  reached  that  city,  aooompanied  by  the 
report  that  two  thousand  of  the  King's  dragoons  were  in  pursuit 
to  bring  her  back  to  London.  .  On  this  alarm  the  volunteers 
scrambled  to  arms,  and  advanced  some  miles  on  the  London-i-oad, 
in  order  to  meet  the  Princess  and  her  cavalcade,  Anne  being 
attended  only  by  the  Lady  Churchill  and  the  Lady  Fitzhardinge. 
The  party  thus  guarded  entered  Nottingham  in  safety,  and  were 
lodged  and  provided  for  by  the  care  and  at  the  charge  of  the 
Earl  of  Devonshire :  and  the  same  night  all  the  noblemen  and 
other  persons  of  distinction  in  arms  had  the  honour  to  sup  at 
her  Highness's  table. 
«  "  There  being  more  guests  in  number  than  attendants  out  of 

liveries  to  be  found.  Gibber,  being  well  known  in  the  Earl  of 
Devonshire's  family,  was  desired  by  the  7naUre  cThotel  to  assist 
at  the  tabla  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  young  officer  of  volunteers 
to  wait  upon  Lady  Churchill,  and  he  has  left  the  following  inter^ 
esting  memorandum  of  the  occasion  : — '  Being  so  near  the  table, 
you  may  naturally  ask  me  what  I  might  have  heard  to  have  passed 
in  conversation  at  it,  which  I  certainly  should  tell  you,  had  I 
attended  to  above  two  words  that  were  uttered  there,  and  those 
were,  *  some  wine  and  water.'  These  as  I  remember,  came  distin- 
guished to  my  ear,  because  they  came  from  the  fair  guest  whom  I 
took  such  pleasure  to  wait  on.  Except  at  that  single  sound,  all 
my  senses  were  collected  into  my  eyes,  which  during  the  whole 
entertainment,  wanted  no  better  amusement  than  that  of  stealing 
now  and  then  the  delight  of  gazing  on  the  &kir  object  so  near  me. 
If  so  clear  an  emanation  of  beauty,  such  a  commanding  grace  of 
aspect,  struck  me  into  a  regard  that  had  something  softer  than  the 
most  profound  respect  in  it,  I  cannot  see  why  I  may  not,  without 
offence,  remember  it ;  since  beauty,  like  the  sun,  must  sometimes 
lose  its  power  to  choose,  and  shine  into  equal  warmth  the  peasant 
and  the  courtier,'  Such  was  the  impression  which  Lady  Churchill, 
most  likely  unconsciously,  produced  upon  the  imaginative  Cibber, 
who,  fifty  years  after  this  memorable  scene,  describes  it  in  the 
foregoing  glowing  terms." 

The  interesting  nature  of  the  foregoing  extracts  will  doubt- 
less be  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  their  insertion.  The  result 
of  the  movement  will  be  found  on  the  page  of  history. 

December  31. — Amongst  the  number  of  attendants  at  the 
watch-night  service  at  Hockley  Cliapel,  was  Joseph  Heath,  Gent., 
one  of  the  Senior  Council.  At  half-past  twelve,  the  conclusion  of 
the  service,  he  lighted  the  candle  of  his  lantern,  seemed  perfectly 
in  health  to  all  around  him,  and  went  home.  Going  upstairs  to 
see  his  wife,  who  had  not  been  well  for  some  time,  he  sat  down 
in  a  chair  by  the  bedside,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation  said 
to  her,  "  I  have  got  a  great  pain  in  my  breast,"  and  immediately 
fell  down.  Assistance  was  of  no  avail,  for  he  died  the  same  hour, 
in  the  61st  year  of  his  age.  He  had  acquired  an  independency  as 
a  bookseller. 
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Hidnight  depredations  and  disturbances  having  been  numer-  1788 

the  shopkeepers  round  the  Market-place,  and  other  respectable 
rendents,  formed  themselves  into  an  association  for  defence  (there 
iMKDg  no  night-watch  under  the  cognizance  of  the  authorities). 
A^yworlj  sabscription  was  entered  into,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
erery.hoaaekeeper  should,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  watch  a  night 
in  rotation,  in  such  parties  as  the  committee  might  determine. 
This  plan  of  night-watching  did  npt  operate  well,  and  soon 
fell  to  the  ground  The  poor  found  it  to  interfere  with  their 
neoessaiy  avocations,  and  the  more  wealthy  originated  the  system 
of  watch-boxes,  rattles,  and  drowsy  old  watchmen,  which  many 
of  the  readers  of  The  DcUe-Book  wUl  still  remember. 

In  the  County  Gaol  at  this  period  were  two  sisters,  imprison- 
ed under  remarkable  circumstances.  Blackner  states  of  them 
thai  their  names  ''  in  what  they  called  a  state  of  wedlock  were 
Boe  and  Bush.  They  suffered  twelve  years  imprisonment  on  a 
point  of  conscienoe,  and  belonged  to  a  religious  sect  that  sprang 
m  about  1785,  at  Calverton,  in  this  county.  Their  tenets  led 
them  to  hold  the  marriage  ceremony,  as  performed  in  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  inimical  to  .their  l^th,  and  therefore  marry  their 
own  way.  MrsL  Bush,  soon  after  her  marriage  according  to  the 
riles  of  the  sect,  *  found  herself  in  that  situation  in  which  women 
wish  to  be  who  love  their  lords/  and  the  overseer  of  the  parish 
determined  to  make  her  feel  the  exercise  of  his  authority.  He 
aooordingly  took  her  to  a  magistrate,  to  compel  her  to  &ther  her 
ddld,  but  she  declared  herself  a  married  woman,  and  as  such, 
rafosed  obedience.  She  was  then  driven  knee-deep  in  snow  to 
Southwell  House  of  Correction,  where,  under  the  care  of  keeper 
Adams,  a  man  whose  cruelty  and  avarice  went  hand-in-hand,  she 
lay-in,  in  a  room  which  had  an  imglazed  window,  and  through 
which  the  snow  blew  in  flakes  upon  her  bed  of  straw. 

**  She  was  liberated  from  tins  dreary  situation,  but  soon  after 
received  a  citation  from  the  spiritual  court,  to  which  she  paid  no 
attention.  This  contempt  brought  upon  her  the  full  vengeance  of 
t)ie  spiritual  thunder.  She  was  brought  to  Nottingham  County 
Qaol ;  and  to  every  Parliamentary  and  other  effort  that  was  made 
to  obtain  her's  and  her  sister's  liberation,^  this  answer  was  invari- 
ably made :  they  must  be  married  in  the  Church  of  England,  or 
they  must  father  their  children  (for  they  had  several  in  the  Qaol); 
with  which  conditions  they  as  invariably  refused  to  comply. 
Thus  these  two  women  sacnficed  to  conscience  that  liberty  which 
is  80  highly  valued  by  all  mankind.  The  unconquerable  disposition 
of  their  minds,  and  the  unrelenting  severity  of  the  ecclesiastical 
court,  seemed  to  leave  to  death  their  enlargement :  which  would 
have  stamped  eternal  odium  on  the  character  of  the  then  metro- 
politan of  the  diocese  of  York.  This  he  probably  foresaw,  and 
therefore  connived  at  their  liberation,  which  took  place  as  fol- 
lows:— ^In  the  year  1798,  when  the  prison  wall  faong  Narrow- 

.  *  The  rittor  wm  oonflned  imder  droumsUnoM  predMly  rimilar.. 
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1788  manh  was  re-building,  and  new  oells  for  the  lelons  were  preparing 
the  door  of  the  prison  was  purposely  set  open ;  a  significant  hint 
was  given  them,  of  which  they  took  advantage ;  and  the  next 
day  the  gaoler  gave  up  their  prison  utensils,  and  received  his 
fees.  Thus  ended  the  most  extraordinary  imprisonnient  that 
has  disgraced  the  British  annals  since  the  Revolution  of  1688." 


1789. 

1789  JcmuMty  1. — ^Mr.  Edenborough,  of  the  Punch  Bowl  tavern, 

elected  Ste'^n^uxi  of  the  Corporation  estates,  in  the  place  of  Lieut. 
Collishaw,  who  had  resigned  the  office. 

Jcmua/ry  8. — Death  of  John  Nodes,  (rent.,  a  retired  silver- 
smith of  this  town,  in  his  81st  year.  The  tablet  to  his  memory 
states  that  '^  he  enjoyed  fifty-six  years  of  mutual  love  and  domes- 
tic happiness,  which  was  firat  interrupted  by  his  decease,  and  was 
followed  by  that  of  his  Ividow,  on  the  7th  July,  1792,  aged  78 
years." 

January  22. — ^The  vane  at  the  top  of  St.  Peter's  iqpire,  which 
was  placed  tJiere  in  1735,  and  measured  thirty-three  inches  in 
length,  having  become  insecure,  the  parish  officers  agreed  with  Mr. 
Bobert  Wooton,  of  Kegworth,  to  teJce  it  down  and  reinstate  it. 

This  venturous  man,  henceforth  known  as  'Hhe  steeple 
climber,''  commenced  his  undertaking  by  placing  a  ladder  against 
the  steeple,  and  securing  it  to  the  wail  with  tenters ;  he  then 
mounted  that  with  another  on  his  shoulder,  which  he  &stened 
above  it  in  like  manner ;  and  so  on  till  he  reached  the  top.  To 
prevent  himself  feUing,  he  was  girded  round  with  belts,  which  he 
connected  with  the  ladder  by  means  of  hooks.  In  this  manner 
he  rebuilt  four  yards  of  the  steeple,  and  replaced  the  vane  and 
cock. 

The  celerity  with  which  the  man  placed  the  ladders  was  re- 
markable. He  began  to  afiix  the  first  at  eleven  in  the  morning, 
and  brought  the  vane  down  in  triumph  by  two  in  the  afternoon. 
The  bells  were  then  set  a-riuging,  the  congregation  of  people  be- 
came very  great,  and  Wooton  i*eascended  the  spire,  to  exhibit  his 
daring.  He  extended  himself  on  its  summit,  only  thirteen  inches 
in  diameter,  and  spread  out  his  arms  and  legs.  He  afterwards 
balanced  himself  on  the  uppeimost  stave  of  the  top  ladder,  and 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  capered  about  in  every  imaginable  pos- 
ture, the  admiring  crowd  beneath  expecting  momentarily  to  witness 
his  descent  in  a  manner  Inuch  les8  agreeable  than  precipitate. 
Subsequently,  when  his  undei*taking  was  accomplished,  to  excite 
admiration  and  obtain  money,  he  again  balanced  himself  on  the 
apex  of  the  spire,  beat  a  drum,  and  drank  a  bottle  of  ale  in  the 
sight  of  thousands  of  people,  on  a  market-day;  but  the  reprobation, 
of  the  man's  temerity  so  far  preponderated  over  public  approval 
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as  in  a  oonmderable  degree  to  diminiRh  hia  expected  reward.    1789 
Wooton  died  in  Nottingham  Gaol,  May,  1804,  when  confined  for 
debt 

March  19. — The  recovery  of  Qeorge  III,  from  the  mental 
malady  that  had  for  a  short  period  overthrown  his  reason,  was 
celebrated  in  Nottingham  in  the  following  manner : — The  morning 
was  ushered  in  by  tiie  ringing  of  the  bells  at  both  churches,  con- 
tinued at  intervals  during  the  day ;  and  towards  noon,  large  fires 
were  made  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  upwards  of  twenty 
sheep  publicly  roasted.  The  record  proceeds,  ^*  Oixiinaries  were 
provided  at  Blackmoor's  Head,  White  Lion,  and  many  other 
public  inns,  at  which  places  great  numbers  of  gentlemen  and 
tradesmen  resorted,  to  congratulate  each  other  on  the  auspicious 
occasion.  After  dinner  the  militia  sergeants,  corporals,  and 
drums  were  all  drawn  up  before  the  White  Lion,  and  fired  three 
excellent  volleys ;  when  the  company  within,  and  the  company  ^ 
witlumt,  joined  in  huzzaing  'Long  Uve  the  King;'  after  whidb 
the  sergeant-major,  who  gave  the  word  of  command,  was  desired 
to  walk  up  in  the  dining-room,  when  Captain  Charlton,  who  is  an 
officer  in  the  said  regiment,  gave  him  a  guinea  to  entertain  his 
men,  and  another  guinea  was  given  by  the  company ;  after  which 
three  more  volleys*  were  fired.  Several  volleys  were  also  fired  by 
the  above  party  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  town  began  to 
be  lighted  at  seven  o'clock,  and  continued  extremely  beautiful,  and 
beyond  description,  till  after  ten.  We  never  remember  since  the 
coronation  of  their  present  Majesties,  such  an  universal  spirit  of 
unanimity  as  prevailed  among  all  ranks  of  people,  in  expressing 
their  joy  at  his  Majesty's  happy  recovery ;  for  not  only  all  the 
public  streets,  but  every  alley  and  lane  was  likewise  illuminated. 
To  express  every  particular  would  be  impossible ;  suffice  it  to  say 
that  nothing  so  grand  and  magnificent  ever  took  place  here  in  the 
memory  of  man ;  not  a  house  but  what  displayed  the  greatest 
marks  of  loyalty  imaginable,  by  their  profusion  of  lights,  ke,^ 
and  even  the  prisons  were  not  backward  in  testifying  their 
loyalty.  Half  a  million  of  candles,  exclusive  of  lamps,  &c,  being 
at  a  moderate  computation  supposed  to  be  lighted  up.*  The 
crowds  in  every  street,  passing  and  repassing,  to  see  the  beauty  of 
the  town,  those  who  are  well  acquainted  with  London  would  fancy 
themselves  in  the  metropolis." 

The  festivities  were  not  confined  to  the  town.  Five  sheep 
were  roasted  at  Arnold,  and  ale  was  freely  distributed,  the  gift  of 
W.  C.  Sherbrooke,  Esq.,  and  other  gentlemen.  The  bells  rang, 
a  number  of  men  paraded  the  village  with  fire-arms,  giving  an 
occasional  volley,  and  attended  by  a  band  of  music  and  a  flag  on 
which  was  a  representation  of  the  recovered  monarch,  and  the 
motto, "God  save  the  King,"  and  in  the  evening  there  was  a  general 

*  The  only  exceptions  were  the  houses  occupied  by  the  membeis  of  the  Societv  o' 
Friends,  whose  pecnlisr  opinions  lead  them  to  abstain  from  Joining  jn  public  festiviter 
On  this  occasion,  their  motives  were  bo  far  respected  by  the  populace,  tnat  not  a  pane  of 
tMr  windows  was  broken. 
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1789  illuminatioiL  At  Lenton,  there  were  bonfireB,  sheep  roasdng,  a 
band  of  music,  a  grand  public  entertainment  at  the  Cc^fee-houae^ 
hogsheads  of  ale,  and  a  brilliant  illumination.  Similar  rejoicings 
were  witnessed  at  Basf ord.  The  sheep  roasting  was  in  the  centre 
of  the  village,  and  the  place  where  the  mutton  was  washed  down 
was  the  Grey  Horse.  The  illumination  was  very  effectiye: 
the  houses  ranging  on  the  side  of  the  hill  made  it  singularly 
conspicuous. 

April  4. — ^The  remains  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds  passed  through 
the  town  in  grand  funeral  procession,  en  rotUe  for  ELiveton,  near 
Botherham,  the  family  burial  place.  The  corpse  remained  at  the 
Blackmoor's  Head  several  hours,  and  one  oonspicoous  object  in 
the  procession  was  a  silk  flag,  twelve  yards  in  length,  with  the 
Duke's  arms  worked  thereon,  and  the  family  motto,  **Fax  in 
Bella" 
^  April  21. — ^This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  King's  pro- 

clamation for  a  general  thanksgiving  on  account  of  his  happy 
recovery,  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  attended  divine  service  at 
St  Mary's,  in  full  ceremony.  They  were  preceded  by  a  band  of 
music,  and  a  couple  of  flags  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  local 
regiment  of  Blues  raised  in  the  Bebellion  of  1746.  The  bells 
were  rung,  the  shops  closed,  and  a  handsome  fLs^  hoisted  above  the 
Weekday  Cross. 

May  27. — Mr.  Richard  Bennington,  jun.,  appointed  his 
father's  successor  in  the  governorship  of  the  County  GaoL 

August  27.  — Grand  performance  of  The  Memah^  in  St  Mary's 
church,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greneral  Hospital  More  than  one 
hundred  performers  engaged  in  it,  including  the  first  talent  of  the 
day.  The  principal  vocalists  were,  Mademoiselle  Cantelo,  Mrs. 
Billington,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Sale,  and  Mr.  Pearson.  The  attend- 
ance was  very  numerous,  and  included  Lord  Middleton,  Lord 
Edward  Bentinck,  M.P.,  C.  Pierrepont,  Esq.,  M.P.,  the  Hon. 
Henry  Sedley,  Roger  Pocklington,  Esq.,  and  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry.  In  connection  with  thLs  performance  was  a  three 
days  musical  festival,  which  enlivened  the  town,  and  left  a  hand- 
some balance  for  the  charity. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Wm.  Smith  elected  Mayor. 

December  8. — Several  pennies  of  Edward  the  C<»ifessor  were 
dug  up  near  the  Forest,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  in  good 
preservation.  One  of  them,  a  great  curiosity,  was  of  the  Not- 
tingham mint 

The  Town  Gaol  was  rased  to  the  ground  this  year,  prepara- 
tory to  the  erection  of  the  incommodious  and  ill-ventilated 
structure  lately  abandoned.  The  Rev.  Gilbert  Wakefield  and  a 
number  of  gentlemen  made  a  resolute  but  unsuccessful  opposition 
to  the  re-erection  of  a  gaol  on  a  site  so  confined  and  objectionable : 
but  the  Mayor  and  Common  Hall  persevered  in  their  intention. 
Messrs.  S.  Stretton  and  Son,  architects,  furnished  the  plan. 
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1790. 

January  28. — Mr.  Chambre  made  an  application  to  the  1790 
Court  6i  King's  Bench,  at  the  instance  of  the  Junior  Council,  for 
an  information  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto  against  William 
Smith,  Esq.,  to  shew  by  what  authority  he  exercised  the  office  of 
Major  of  this  town,  he  not  having  taken  the  sacrament,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts.  The  applica- 
tion was  granted. 

Fdtfuary  16. — In  compliance  with  a  numerously  signed 
requisition,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county,  convened  a  public  county  meeting  at  the  Moot  Hall, 
Mansfield,  ^'  to  take  into  consideration  the  veiy  bold  and  dangerous 
attempts  made  of  late  to  endeavour  to  carry  into  execution  the 
repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  the  great  bulwark  of  our 
safety  and  happiness,  both  in  Church  and  State."  The  meeting 
was  numerous.  The  Hon.  H.  Sedley,  presided,  and  John  CkilV^ 
Knight,  Esq.,  and  a  number  of  clergymen,  were  the  speakers.  A 
petition  to  Parliament  was  imanimously  agreed  upon. 

March  15. — Samuel  Martin,  aged  21,  and  Anthony  Fams- 
worth,  aged  17,  received  sentence  of  death,  at  the  Town  Hall, 
from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Baron  Thomson,  for  robbing  the  warehouse 
of  Messrs.  John  Heard  and  Co.,  hosiers.  Coalpit-lane.  This  th«y 
accomplished  on  the  27th  of  the  previous  November,  taking  a 
quantity  of  hosiery  goods  and  wearing  apparel  They  were  exe- 
cuted on  the  24th. 

March  23. — Died,  of  a  sudden  attack  of  apoplexy,  aged  62 
years,  at  his  house  in  Fletcher-gate,  Bobert  Seagrave,  G«nt.,  an 
eminent  lawyer,  and  Town  Clerk  of  Nottingham,  in  which  office 
he  succeeded  his  father  in  1758.  His  integrity  and  affability 
made  the  bereavement  a  subject  of  general  regret.  Mr.  Seagreave's 
remains  were  deposited  with  those  of  his  family  in  the  body  of  St. 
Mary's  church.  The  funeral  was  attended  by  the  Mayor  and  five 
Aldermen,  in  full  mourning,  the  two  town  Sergeants,  in  their 
gold-laced  cloaks,  closing  the  procession.  Bichard  Enfield,  G^nt, 
brother  of  the  late  Henry  Enfield,  G^nt,  and  uncle  of  William 
Enfield,  Cent,  the  late  respected  Town  Clerk,  was  appointed  Mr. 
Seagreave's  successor.  Mr.  Enfield  was  the  son  of  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Enfield,  of  Norwich,  for  many  years  the  beloved  and  gifted  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  that  city,  whose  literary  works^ 
both  as  a  scholar  and  a  divine,  are  still  held  in  high  public 
estimation. 

April  23. — Death  of  Thomas  Spibie,  Gent.,  one  of  the 
Coroners  and  a  Common  Councilman,  aged  82  years. 

April  23. — The  Corporation  assembled  at  the  Town  Hall, 
and  received  the  resignation  of  Wm.  Smith,  Esq.,  Mayor,  owing 
to  his  disqualification  under  the  provisions  ol  the  Test  and  Oor- 
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I  r90  poration  Acts,  the  House  of  Commons  having  n^iAtiyed  Mr. 
Fox's  motion  for  their  repeal  Mr.  Alderman  Butler  was  nomi- 
nated his  successor  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  in  August,  1838,  Mr. 
Bailey  moved  that  the  survivors  of  the  individuals  (fifty-four  in 
number)  admitted  into  the  freedom  of  the  town  during  the 
Mayoralty  of  Mr.  Smith,  part  of  whom  only  had  gone  through  a 
second  enrolment,  should  receive  burgess  parts  in  the  order  of  their 
original  entrance.  The  Town  Clerk  (H.  Enfield,  Esq.,)  said  he 
remembered  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Smith  giving  up  his  gown 
rather  than  qualify  by  taking  the  sacrament,  and  he  had  a  periect 
recollection  of  the  venerable  Mr.  Walker  saying  to  him  at  the 
time,  ^*  You  will  live  to  see  those  laws  repealed."  But^  as  Town 
Clerk,  he  must  tell  the  Council,  plainly  and  distinctly,  that  the 
claimants  of  1789-90  were  illegally  sworn,  and  could  not  h»  con- 
sidered burgesses  at  that  time.  It  appearing  improbable^  however, 
that  any  of  those  not  re-sworn  were  living,  Mr.  Bailey's  proposition 
was  adopted. 

•      May  26. — Agreeably  to  a  writ  of  mandamuB^  issued  from  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  the  Corporation  and  a  number  of  burgesses^ 
met  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  elect  a  Mayor.     Mr.  Alderman 
Howitt  opened  the  business.  Mr.  T.  Frost  and  Mr.  J.  Morris,  of  the 
anti-Corporate  party,  requested  that  the  writ  might  be  read,  and 
the  Town  Clerk  having  complied,  they  then  demanded  a  poll,  in 
the  name  of  all  the  burgesses  of  the  tovm.     Mr.  Howitt,  in  redst- 
ing  the  application,  said  that  "the  election  of   a  Mayor  was 
confined  to  the  Livery  only,"  but  at  length,  after  much  altercation, 
consented  that  six  of  the  bugesses  should  be  admitted,  to  give  in  their 
claim,  providing  they  behaved  peaceably.     Several  hundred  bur- 
gesses were  then  at  the  doors  belowy  awaiting  the  decision,  and  in 
tiieir  impatience  pressing  closely  up,  the  doors  suddenly  gave,  way, 
and  notwithstanding  all  entreaties  to  the  contrary,  the  hall  was 
filled  in  two  minutes.     No  sooner  was  the  hurry  over  in  taking 
their  places,  than  they  all  simultaneously  demanded  a  voice  in  the 
election  of  Mayor,  but  were  informed  that  their  claim  could  not 
be  admitted.     Mr.  Alderman  Richard  Butler  was  then  elected  by 
the  Clothing.     The  burgesses,  however,  nominated  Mr.  Alderman 
Huthwaite,  and  though  this  gentleman  declared  he  would  not 
stand,  and  firmly  reiterated  his  determination,  they  persisted,  sit- 
ing,  '^I  poll  for  Mr.  Alderman  Huthwaite,  &c.,  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  shall  determine  whether  you  shall  stand  or  not." 
In  ^is  stage  of  the  business,  Mr.  John  Wheatley  got  up,  and 
asked  his  brother  burgesses  if  he  should  read  to  them  the  Charter 
of  King  Henry  VI.,  and  having  read  it,  said,  "  You  see,  brother 
burgesses,    how   exactly    the   mandamus  corresponds  with   the 
Charter."     Bichard  Butler,  Esq.,  then  took  the  oaths,  and  was 
duly  proclaimed,  and  the  burgesses  withdrew. 

May  27. — In  taking  down  some  ancient  houses  opposite  the 
House  of  Correction,  sold  by  the  Corporation,  the  workmen  found 
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in  the  thatch  above  half-a-peck  of  silver  coins,  consisting  of  half-    1790 
crowns  and  shillings  of  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  Charles  I. 
Many  of  them  were  very  fresh,  and  the  leather  bag  in  which  they 
were  found  fell  to  pieces  on  exposure  to  the  air. 

t/ttne  18. — An  election,  consequent  on  the  dissolution  of 
Pailiament.  The  candidates  were,  Robert  Smith,  Esq.  (Whig), 
D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.  (Tory),  and  Captain  William  Johnston,  belong- 
ing to  a  regiment  of  foot.  Captain  Johnston  was  placed  in 
nomination  by  the  Tory,  or  White  Lion  Club,  so  called  from  its 
being  held  at  that  inn,  more  for  the  purpose  of  running  Mr.  Smith 
to  expense  than  from  any  prospect  of  success.  This  election  was 
attended  by  a  riot  Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning 
it  opened,  a  number  of  men  and  boys  assembled  in  the  Market- 
place, and  proceeded  very  deliberately  to  break  the  windows 
of  Mr.  Smith's  house.  But  by  the  prompt  exertions  of  the  magis- 
tracy, the  distribution  of  cautionary  placards,  and  a  considerable 
addition  to  the  number  of  constables,  the  riotous  symptoms  were 
for  a  time  suppressed. 

At  the  close  of  the  poll,  which  continued  seven  days,  the 
numbers  were,  according  to  the  official  return  :-^ 

For  Rol)ert  Smith,  Esq.         ...  ...     453 

D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.  ...  ...     415 

Captain  Johnston  ...  ...     238 

Popular  indignation  at  the  result  immediately  burst  forth.     Win-  * 

dowB  were  smashed,  property  destroyed,  and  persons  grossly 
insulted  ;  and  the  civil  force  being  unable  to  make  an  impression, 
the  rioters  had  it  all  their  own  way.  Veiy  different,  however, 
was  the  reception  Uiey  met  with  when  they  renewed  their  dis- 
turbances the  next  morning.  Two  detachments  of  light  and 
heavy  dragoons  had  been  sent  for,  and  when  irritated,  the  soldiers 
deliberately  fired,  and  one  man  was  killed  on  the  spot  and  several 
severaly  wounded.  The  mob  at  once  dispersed  in  the  most 
precipitate  manner.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  dis- 
turbers, in  some  measure  regaining  their  courage,  reappeared  in 
the  field,  but  the  Riot  Act  bei^  read,  the  military  drawn  out^ 
and  a  number  of  the  ringleaders  apprehended,  discretion  was 
thought  to  be  the  better  part  of  valour,  and  peace  was  fully 
restored.  The  dragoons,  however,  remained  upon  duty  till  three 
the  next  morning.  The  name  of  the  man  who  was  shot  was 
ascertained  to  be  Marshall,  and  his  age  42  years.  The  Coroner's 
jury,  at  St.  Mary's  poorhouse,  returned  a  verdict  of  justifiable 
homicide.'  At  a  Common  Hall,  the  following  Wednesday,  the 
Corporation  presented  the  officers  who  commanded  the  troops  with 
the  freedom  of  the  tovn*  Ten  guineas  were  also  voted  to  the 
privates,  accompanied  by  a  similar  gratuity  from  Robert  Smith, 
Esq.,  and  another  gentleman. 

September  22. — ^The  governors  and  friends  of  the  General 
Hospital  dined  together  at  Thurland  HalL  The  Duke  of  Portltod, 
Lord  Middleton,  the  Marquis  of  Tichfield,  Lord  Ed.  Bentinck,M.P., 


174  THE   NOTTINGHAM   DATE-BOOK. 

1790  Charles  Pierrepont,  Esq.,  M.P.,  R  Smith,  Esq.,  M.P.,  D.  P. 
Coke,  Esq.,  M.P.,  the  Hon.  H.  Sedley,  the  Bight  Hon.  Frederick 
Montagu,  Roger  Pocklington,  Esq.,  Major  Rooke,  Sir  Rd.  Sutton, 
Bart.,  M.P.,  John  Gaily  Knight,  Esq.,  M.P.,  the  Rev.  W.  Bing- 
ham, A.  M.,  Archdeacon  of  London,  and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
were  amongst  the  company. 

September  29. — Mr.  Aid.  Fellows  entered  a  third  time  upon 
the  office  of  Mayor. 

October  22. — ^The  principal  inhabitant  householders  had  viewed 
with  great  apprehension,  for  several  years,  a  rapid  increase  of 
houses  under  ten  pounds  per  annum  rental  To  check  what  they 
termed  a  growing  evil,  the  new  householders  being  mostly  strangers 
"from  a  distance,  the  overseers  had  refused  to  rate  the  said  houses, 
under  the  idea  of  preventing  their  occupants  having  a  claim  upon 
the  poor  rates  by  becoming  parishioners,  and  thus  in  time  adding 
greatly  to  the  local  burdens.  This  exemption  from  rates  naturally 
fed  the  practice  it  was  intended  to  suppress,  and  difficulties  arising, 
a  vestry  meeting  was  held  this  day  at  St  Mary's.  It  was  stated 
by  the  overseers  that  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  amounted  to 
nearly  £3,000  per  year,  though  in  1771  it  did  but  amount  to 
<£  1,500.  It  was  agreed  to  petition  Parliament  for  an  Act  to 
compel  the  owners  of  all  houses  under  ten  pounds  to  pay  the 
assessments  upon  their  property,  with  a  proviso  that  no  person 
living  in  any  such  house  should  gain  a  settlement  thereby.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  add,  the  Legislature  withheld  its  sanction 
fix>m  the  impracticable  and  short-sighted  proposition. 

The  increase  of  poor  rates  in  Nottingham  has  been  more 
than  proportionate  with  the  increase  of  population.  In  1764,  St. 
Mary's  assessments  amounted  to  £480;  in  1792,  to  £3,657;  in 
1797,  to  £6,467;  in  1802,  to  £11,050;  in  1804,  to  £15,382;  in 
1808,  to  £18,499;  in  1812,  to  £24,763;  in  1831,  to  £21,493; 
in  1842,  to  £23,803  ;  in  1849,  to  £19,837 ;  in  1858,  to  £15,517; 
in  1868,  to  £35,293 ;  in  1877,  to  £41,881. 

October  26. — Two  troops  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Horse 
Guards  Blue  arrived  in  Nottingha,^l,  having  been  sent  for  from 
Peterborough,  in  anticipation  of  a  framework  knitters'  riot,  the 
hosiers  having  reduced  their  wages.  In  the  evening,  many  of  the 
workmen  assembled  in  the  Market-place,  and  after  huzzaing,  went 
in  a  body  to  several  parts  of  the  town,  breaking  windows,  dis- 
mantling frames,  and  compelling  others  to  quit  their  work.  The 
military  were  allied  out,  and  patrolled  the  streets  to  a  late 
hour. 

The  next  day  (Tuesday),  several  hundreds  of  the  hands  from 
the  adjacent  villages  poured  into  the  town  to  reinforce  their 
brethren  in  tribulation,  but  found  the  authorities  fully  prepared 
for  them.  The  trumpets  sounded  to  arms,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
the  soldiers  were  drawn  up  in  the  Market-place.  The  Mayor 
then  came  up,  and  the  military,  by  word  of  command,  enciroled 
him.     His  worship  read  the  Riot  Act,  and  coming  out  of  the 
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cirole  ordered  the  people  to  disperse.  They  very  reluctantly  1790 
oheyed.  Proclamations,  signed  by  the  Mayor,  were  then  cir- 
culated from  door  to  door,  in  which  all  housekeepers  were  strictly 
charged  to  keep  in  their  servants  and  apprentices  after  six  in  the 
evening,  and  every  precautionary  measure  adopted.  The  discon- 
tented, however,  reassembled  in  great  numbers,  and  pursued  their 
favourite  pastime  of  breaking  windows.  In  clearing  the  streets 
of  them  the  military  apprehended  thirty-seven  and  lodged  them 
in  prison.  Several  more  were  apprehended  on  Wednesday,  and 
CSaptain  Jefferson  received  a  wound  on  the  back  of  his  head  by  a 
glass  bottle  being  thrown  at  him.  Beyond  this  and  the  breaking 
of  a  few  windows  nothing  arose  to  disturb  the  public  tranquility. 

December  1. — ^The  Peverel  Court  was  held  at  the  Coffee-house^ 
Lenton,  the  first  time,  having  for  nearly  a  century  previous  been 
held  at  Basford. 

December  10. — Death  of  John  Davison,  M.D.,  aged  78  yearsi 
during  fifty  of  which  he  had  practised  physic  in  this  town,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  public. 

December  24. — ^The  greatest  flood  known  near  Nottingham 
for  many  years.  A  man  named  Samuel  Marshall  of  Broad-marsh, 
unfortunately  lost  his  life  in  it.  He  was  sent  to  extricate  some 
sheep  in  *'  Holme  grounds,''  and  when  he  arrived  near  Lady-bay 
bridge,  he  could  no  longer  discern  the  road,  the  water  having 
completely  covered  all  traces  of  it  Pressing,  on  however,  with 
his  horse  and  cart,  he  perished.  The  horse  was  found  drowned, 
standing  in  the  shafts;  but  the  body  of  Marshall  was  not  recovered 
for  several  days. 

1791. 

February  11. — The  publicans  of  the  town,  according  to  prer  1791 
vious  notice  by  public  advertisement,  raised  the  price  of  ale  to 
fivepence  per  quart.    ^ 

February  20. — Mr.  Willimott,  of  Sutton-upon-Trent,  having 
sent  a  boat  up  the  river,  laden  with  one  hundred  quarters  of 
wheat,  imfortunately  met  with  a  great  loss.  As  the  boatmen 
were  making  preparations  to  go  through  one  of  the  arches  of  the 
Nottingham  bridge,  after  fastening  the  rope  to  the  windlass,  and 
shifting  their  sails,  to  prevent  them  dropping  into  the  water,  the 
north-east  wind  blew  so  strongly  that  one  side  of  the  vessel  dipped 
below  the  surface,  and  caused  her  to  capsize.  As  she  lay  bottom 
uppermost,  the  bed  of  the  river  received  all  the  cargo. 

Februa/ry  23. — John  Plumptre,  Esq.,  of  Plumptre  House, 
died  at  his  London  residence,  Jermyn-street,  Westnnnster,  in  his 
80th  year.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Plumptre,  Esq.,  by  Annabella, 
eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  Bart,  of  Teversal.  His 
remains  were  deposited  in  the  family  vault  at  St.  Mary'&  The 
Plumptre  ^imily,  up  to  this  date,  had  been  residents  in  the  town 
from   the  time  of    Edward    I.,   and   the    deceased    gentleman 
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1791  and  his  fether  had  been  its  representativeB  in  several  snooessiTe 
Parliaments.  The  old  family  mansion  in  Stoney-street  was  de- 
molished in  1860. 

March  6. — Death  of  Eichard  Butler,  Esq.,  at  his  house  on  the 
Long^row.  He  was  66  years  of  age,  and  the  senior  Aldennan  of 
the  Corporation. 

Ma/rch  10. — At  the  town  assizes,  before  Sir  Nash  Grose,  Knt., 
an  action  was  brought  on  the  part  of  the  burgesses,  against  Mr. 
Samuel  Hose,  and  another  against  Mr.  Joseph  Osborne,  '*  for  en- 
croachments, by  erecting  houses  on  lands  over  which  was  a  right 
of  common,  in  housekeepers  and  burgesses,  from  the  12th  of 
August  to  the  12th  of  November."  The  contemporaiy  reooid 
states  further,  "  These  two  suits  being  commenced  to  claim  and 
establish  the  right  of  common,  and  restrain  encroachments ;  and 
the  defendants  having  built  before  the  question  of  right  had  been 
legally  settled,  are  to  remain  unmolested  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
present  buildings :  and  verdicts  were  given  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
one  penny  damages ;  so  that  all  future  buildings  on  the  Tjammas 
land  will  be  considered  encroachments,  and  the  trespassers  open  to 
the  law." 

At  the  county  assizes,  the  succeeding  day,  a  baronet  of  this 
county  whose  name  was  suppressed,  was,  after  a  trial  of  twelve 
hours,  found  guilty  of  an  attempt  to  commit  an  unnatural  crime, 
and  sentenced  to  two  years  imprisonment. 

Jtme  23. — A  private  in  the  King's  Light  Kegiment  of 
Dragoons,  who  was  quartered  at  the  Bear  inn,*  on  the  Long-row, 
was  drawing  a  bucket  of  water  at  the  well  in  the  yard,  and  taking 
hold  of  it  at  the  top  carelessly,  he  was  over  balanced,  and  fell  to 
the  bottom.  Though  the  depth  of  the  well  was  twenty-six  yards, 
the  man  was  rescued  without  any  serious  injury.  This,  in  common 
with  all  the  wells  that  in  former  days  were  very  numerous  and 
essentially  serviceable,  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  has  long  been 
covered  over  and  abandoned.  Their  great  ^epth  and  consequent 
expense  in  maintaining  the  pumps,  and  the  labour  of  pumping, 
made  their  owners  glad  to  accept  of  a  substitute  from  the  Trent 
Water  Works  Company. 

August  4. — Death  of  the  Bev.  Richard  Plumbe,  pastor  of  the 
Lidependent  church  worshipping  in  Castle-gate.  He  was  an  ac- 
complished classical  scholar,  and  of  very  ])eaceable  and  unassuming 
demeanour. 

August  29,  30. — A  gi-and  cricket  match  for  a  thousand 
guineas  was  played  in  the  Meadows,  between  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Maryleboiie  Club  and  eleven  players  of  Nottingham.  The 
origin  of  the  match  may  be  traced  to  Col.  Churchill,  who  happened 
to  be  quartered  here  with  his  regiment,  and  was  struck  widi  the 
superior  actiA^ty  of  the  Nottingham  ciicketers.  The  Colonel's 
challenge  being  accepted,  eleven  of  the  club,  including  the  Earl  of 

*  Tho  Old  Bear  inn  was  au  old-fa^ioned  btdldiog,  standioff  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  Meflsn.  Foster  and  Cooper. 
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Wiachelsea,  Lieut-CoL  Lennox,  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  the  Hon.  K  1791 
Bligh,  and  other  distinguished  persons,  came  to  Nottingham  to 
pUy.  A  large  piece  of  ground  in  the  '^  Upper  Meadow"  was 
corded  round  for  their  reception,  and  booths  being  erected,  and 
both  days  remarkably  fine,  it  was  computed  that  more  than  ten 
thousand  persons  were  present  The  Nottingham  eleven  were, 
W.  Barker,  W.  Dexter,  W.  Chapman,  S.  Hedderley,  E.  Stephenson, 
J.  Gilbert,  S.  Willows,  W.  Warsop,  S.  Muglestone,  H.  Hopkins, 
and  J.  Stephenson.  Marylebone  went  in  first,  and  scored  125.- 
Nottingham  scored  in  their  first  innings,  63,  and  in  their  second, 
62,  leaving  their  opponents  only  one  run  to  get  in  their  second 
innings  to  win. 

At  the  close  of  the  match,  another  was  made.  Twenty-two  of 
Nottingham  v.  Eleven  of  Marylebone.  The  players  were  the 
same  as  before,  with  the  addition  of  the  following  on  the  side  of 
our  townsmen,  viz.,  CoL  Churchill,  J.  Caunt,  J.  Woodward, 
Harley,  Hewett,  S.  Morley,  Wardley,  S.  Warsop,  R  Warsop,  T. 
Warsop,  and  B%  Muglestone.     The  result  was  as  follows : — 

First  Innings, 

Marylebone  ...     98       |      Nottingham         ...   107 

Second  Innings, 

Marylebone  ...     96       |      Nottingham         ...     74 

Marylebone  thus  winning,  with  13  runs  to  spare. 

The  skill  of  the  Nottingham  players  excited  the  admiration 
and  applause  of  their  opponents ;  but  as  the  system  of  playing 
adopted  by  the  latter  was  then  quite  new  and  unknown  in  the 
midland  counties,  successful  competition  was  impossible. 

September  2. — Death  of  Mr.  John  Keetley,  at  Lenton.  He 
was  so  corpul^it,  that  at  his  burial  on  the  4th,  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty eleven  men  carried  his  remains  to  the  grave.  The  coffin 
measured  over  the  shoulders  two  feet  ten  inches,  and  was  twenty 
inches  in  depth. 

Blackner  records  a  riot  in  the  autunm  of  this  year,  "  which 
would  scarcely  been  worth  notice  had  it  not  been  for  the  whimsi- 
cality of  the  result.  Some  measure  being  about  to  be  adopted  by 
the  principal  hosiers  inimical  to  the  two-needle  stocking-makers, 
about  two  hundred  of  them  met  in  the  town  at  an  appointed 
time,  froin  the  neighbouring  villages,  some  coming  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles.  When  they  were  assembled  in  the  Market-place,  deputies 
were  chosen  to  form  a  committee,  and  a  party,  consisting  of  four 
or  five,  was  sent  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Mark  Huish,  in  St.  James's- 
street,  he  being  considered  the  leader  and  director  amongst  the 
hosiers.  This  circumstance  drew  many  of  the  countrymen  to  the; 
outside  of  his  hoiiKc  and  warehouse,  in  the  hope  of  hearing  '  glad 
tidings'  announced  from  his  door;  but  this  conduct  Mr.  Huish 
placed  to  a  riotous  and  intimidating  account,  and  accordingly 
applied  to  the  Mayor  for  military  protection.  At  this  time  a 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  regiment  then  universally  known  by 
the  appellation  of  Troopers  or  Oxford  Blues,  lay  here ;  a  party  of 
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1791  which  was  accordingly  sent  to  protect  Mr.  Huiah's  person  and 
property,  a  post  which  these  lubberly  heroes  of  the  trencher 
seemed  very  proud  of.  After  their  arrival,  the  conference  between 
Mr.  Huish  and  the  stocking-makers  was  soon  ended,  to  the  dissatuh 
fection  of  the  latter ;  and  while  one  of  the  persons  who  had  waited 
upon  Mr.  Huish  was  detailing  the  nature  and  result  of  the  con- 
ference to  his  fellow  workmen  that  listened  to  him  from  the  steps 
of  the  Malt  Cross,  a  party  of  the  Blues  assailed  the  people,  thus 
assembled,  with  drawn  swords,  and  rode  over  the  steps  of  the 
Cross,  the  Riot  Act  having  been  previously  read. 

'*  This  circimistance,  though  no  doubt  intended  to  prevent  a 
riot,  was  the  cause  of  immediately  creating  one ;  for,  though  the 
countrymen  were  dispersed,  they  were  joined  in  every  direction  by 
groups  of  townsmen,  who  ran  towards  the  scene  of  action  from 
curiodty ;  and  shouting  and  derision  were  heard  on  every  sida 
Night  closed  in  with  settled  darkness,  the  lamps  were  lighted, 
the  Troopers  dashed  about  well  armed,  irritation  increased  on  both 
sides,  the  lamps  in  Chapel-bar  were  all  broken,  the  heroes  were 
assailed  with  a  shower  of  stones ;  and,  pursuing  their  flying  assail- 
ants up  Chapel-bar,  they  found  themselves  most  unexpectedly 
arrested  in  their  progress  of  victory  by  a  waggon  placed  at  the  top 
of  that  street*  SuflKce  it  further  to  say,  that  a  few  heads  and 
windows  were  broken ;  and  that  the  Troopers  ensured  to  themselves 
the  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  working  men,  both  of  the  'town 
and  county,  the  consequence  of  which  they  felt  most  severely 
during  the  winter,  for  it  was  customary  to  see  them  with  their 
faces  as  dark  coloured  as  their  coats.  At  length  an  order  came 
for  their  removal ;  and,  as  their  time  of  going  became  known,  and 
as  they  had  to  go  down  Hollow-stone,  which  was  then  very  narrow, 
the  people  planted  themselves  on  the  top  of  the  rock,  well  pro- 
vided with  night  soil  in  vessels,  from  the  privies,  with  which  they 
plentifully  supplied  the  Troopers  as  they  passed  below." 

September  28. — Mr.  William  Wells,  of  the  Long-row,  elected 
to  the  Coronership  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  George 
Dodson. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Huthwaite  elected  Mayor  a 
third  time. 

October  25. — His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York  consecrated 
the  new  burial-ground  of  St.  Nicholas's  parish. 

October, — The  bell  now  in  the  tower  of  St.  Nicholas's  church 
was  cast  at  this  date,  by  Mr.  Hedderley,  an  eminent  bellfounder 
of  the  town,  for  the  use  of  a  cotton  mill  in  Broad-marsh. 

November, — Death  of  Mr.  John  Pearson,  an  eminent  mathe- 
matician and  schoolmaster  of  this  town,  and  many  years  editor  of 
Poor  Robin's  Almanack,  the  most  popular  of  the  day.  He  was 
62  years  of  age.  It  is  said  of  him,  so  prolific  was  his  fund  of 
satire,  that  few  gentlemen  of  the  town  or  neighbourhood  escaped 
his  barbed  shafts;    and  though  his  enemies  were  consequently 

*-  ChApel-bsr  wa«  much  iiarruwer  Uian  at  the  present  da^'. 
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numerous,  his  company  was  always  courted  by  men  of  letters  :  it  * '  ^" 
could  seldom  however  be  obtained  without  a  handsome  sacrifice  at 
the  shrine  of  Bacchus.  When  the  additional  burying-ground  of 
St.  Nicholas's  was  consecrated,  he  was  heard  to  say,  **  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  my  body  may  be  the  first  corpse  interred  here,"  and 
though  then  in  his  usual  health,  the  supposition  was  verified  by 
the  &ctw 

December  7. — ^The  melancholy  tidings  reached  Nottin^^bam, 
of  the  death  of  Richard  Enfield,  Oeut.,  Town  Clerk.  A  fever, 
oontracted  during  a  visit  to  London,  extinguished  life  very  rapidly. 
He  died  in  Broad-street  buildings,  Moorfielda 

December  18. — Death  of  Mr.  Alderman  John  Fellows,  at  his 
house  on  the  High-pavement,  in  his  64th  year.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  integrity  and  moral  worth,  and  was  formerly  in  the 
silk  manufacture,  which  he  and  his  father  had  carried  on  in  the 
town  upwards  of  seventy  years.  His  remains  were  deposited  in 
the  family  vault  in  St.  Mary's  churchyard. 

The  old  elm  trees  in  the  Market-place  were  cut  down  this 
year. 

December  27. — Died,  in  Collin's  Hospital,  aged  92  years,  Mr. 
John  Gunthorpe.  He  was  the  oldest  burgess  in  the  town,  and 
was  universally  known  by  the  name  of  "  True  Blue,"  having  in- 
variably voted  in  the  Tory  interest. 

December  30. — ^At  a  Common  Hall,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Enfield,  of 
Norwich,  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  Corporation.  At 
the  same  time,  George  Coldham,  Gent.,  of  Broad-street,  Moorfields, 
London,  received  the  same  honour,  and  was  immediately  afterwards 
appointed  Town  Clerk. 

Dr.  Enfield  was  bom  at  Sudbury,  in  1741  ;  and  after  filling 
the  situation  of  resident  tutor  and  lecturer  on  the  belles  lett/rea  at 
Warrington  academy,  and  enriching  our  national  literature,  he 
died  in  1797.  He  was  one  of  th^  principal  contributors  to  Dr. 
Aikin's  Biographical  Dictionary ;  and  is  known  as  the  author  or 
compiler  of  several  useful  works,  viz.,  TJ^  Speaker^  EocerdMa  mi 
Elocution,  Natural  Philosophy^  iSsc. 

Two  public  characters  in  humble  life,  "Shelford  Tommy," 
the  ventriloquist,  and  "  Whistling  Charley,"  the  street  musician, 
appear  to  have  been  now  at  the  zenith  of  Uieir  popularity. 

James  Bume,  the  former  of  these,  was,  as  his  popular  cogno- 
men indicated,  a  native  of  Shelford ;  and  although  a  "  bird  of 
passage,"  was  more  frequently  in  Nottingham  than  anywhere  else. 
His  ventriloquial  capabilities  were  in  a  great  measure  his  means 
of  gaining  a  living.  Throsby,  a  contemporary  writer,  has  left  us 
the  following  description  of  his  peculiarities  and  sayings : — "  He 
carries  in  his  pocket  an  ill-shaped  doll,  with  a  broad  ^ice,  which 
he  exhibits  at  public-houses,  on  fair  days,  race  days,  market 
days,  &c.,  as  giving  utterance  to  his  own  childish  jargon.  The 
gazing  crowd,  who  gather  round  him  to  see  this  wooden  baby,  and 
hear,  as  it  appears,  its  speeches,  are  often  deceived ;  nothing  but 
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1791  the  movement  of  the  ventriloquist's  lips,  which  he  endeayoura  to 
conceal,  can  lead  to  the  detection.  I  will  notice  one  or  two  of 
his  exploits  in  this  way.  Tommy  was  one  day  at  the  Weekday 
Cross,  at  Nottingham,  and  there  so  much  surprised  a  oountry  giil, 
in  a  frolicsome  moment,  by  her  hearing,  as  she  thought,  a  dbild 
speak  to  her  and  seeing  none,  that  her  astonishment  was  wrought 
up  to  such  a  pitch  as  to  bring  on  a  succession  of  fednting  fits,  by  which 
the  poor  girl  suffered  for  some  time.  This  wanton  exercise  of  his 
talent  got  Tommy  a  lodging  for  a  little  while  in  Bridewell,  by  the 
order  of  the  magistrates.  Another  of  his  jokes,  but  of  a  leas 
serious  nature,  is  told  thus :  Tommy,  following  a  carrier's  waggon, 
on  a  certain  day,  imitated  at  times  the  crying  of  a  child  so 
naturally,  that  the  waggoner  stopped  his  horses  several  times  on 
the  road  to  examine  the  waggon,  conceiving  that  the  cries  of  the 
child  came  from  within  his  carriage ;  but  on  examining  the  straw 
at  the  tail  of  the  waggon  he  could  discover  no  child,  and  conse- 
quently proceeded  on  his  journey,  the  wily  ventriloquist  at  his 
side.  A  little  before  the  wa^;on  entered  the  next  village  upon 
the  road,  Tommy  i*epeated  the  crying  of  a  child  so  effectually  diat 
the  driver,  feaiing  that  he  might  be  accessory  to  the  death  of  an 
in&int,  was  determined  to  unload  his  waggon  at  the  village,  which, 
by  the  help  of  some  people  to  whom  he  had  told  his  story,  he 
effected ;  but  found  therein  no  child,  living  or  dead.  Tommy, 
we  are  told,  assisted  in  this  search,  and  doubtless  secretly  enjoyed 
the  joke,  for  which,  had  it  been  found  out,  he  would  most  likely 
have  got  a  severe  thrashing.  Our  ventriloquist  was  at  another 
time  in  the  house  of  a  stranger  to  his  extraordinary  powers,  where 
a  servant  girl  in  the  kitchen  was  about  to  dress  some  fish,  not 
long  t€kken  from  the  river,  but  apparently  dead.  When  she  was 
about  to  cut  off  the  head  of  one  of  them.  Tommy,  at  the  instant 
she  laid  her  knife  on  the  fish's  neck,  uttered,  in  a  plaintive  voice, 
'Don't  cut  my  head  off!'  ^The  girl  iipon  this,  being  much 
alarmed  and  knowing  not  whence  the  voice  proceeded,  hastUy  drew 
the  knife  from  the  little  fish,  and  stood  for  some  time  in  motion- 
less amazement.  At  length,  however,  recovering  herself  and  not 
seeing  the  fish  stir,  she  had  courage  to  proceed  to  her  business, 
and  took  up  the  knife  a  second  time  to  sever  the  head  of  the  fish 
from  the  body.  Tommy,  at  that  moment,  uttered  rather  sharply, 
but  mournfully,  *  What,  you  will  cut  my  head  off !'  upon  which  the 
frightened  female  threw  down  the  knife  on  the  floor,  and  postively 
refused  to  dress  the  fish.  The  man  appears  to  be  about  the  middle 
age  of  life." 

Thixwby  then  proceeds  with  a  description  of  "  Charley,"  the 
other  character,  stating  as  subjoined : — *^  The  Street  Musiciiih, 
which  I  have  classed  as  a  companion  to  the  Ventriloquist^  was 
bom  in  the  parish  of  Clifton,  near  Nottingham,  at  a  place  called 
Glapton.  He  is  now  nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  and  is  known 
generally  by  the  name  of  Charley.  This  very  singular  character 
is  often  the  sport  of  boys  and  booby  men ;  but  perhaps  under  the 
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inflaenoe  of  their  sneers,  he,  like  many  a  knowing  one,  might  say,  1791 
*  let  them  laugh  that  win.'  It  is  not  material  to  our  purpose  to 
know  of  whom  he  was  bom,  or  how  trained  up  into  his  present 
way  of  existenoa  This,  however,  is  known  of  him  to  a  certainty, 
that  by  his  cunning,  or  by  his  folly,  in  putting  on  such  a  variety 
of  dress  as  he  is  generally  seen  in,  blending  the  trappings  of  the 
great^  the  array  of  a  soldier,  and  the  clothing  of  a  beggar,  which 
he  varies  at  his  pleasure,  he  draws  from  the  pocket  of  the  com- 
passionate; for  he  is  deformed  and  a  cripple,  an  existence  for 
which  his  nature  seems  perfectly  adapted.  Every  day,  although 
now  enfeebled  by  years,  you  find  him  perambulating  the  streets 
of  Nottingham  to  catch  game.  The  brown  jug,  the  tankard,  or 
cash  are  alike  to  him  ihe  objects  of  his  travel.  Sometimes  the 
lute,  at  others  his  little  horn,  attract  the  notice  of  the  stranger, 
or  the  boys,  his  almost  constant  attendants.  His  meagre  figure, 
decrepit  form,  and  in  a  fantastic  dress,  paddling  along  the  streets 
in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  often  supply  his  pecuniary  wants ;  equally 
so  do  the  playful  indiscretions  of  ihe  boys  make  him  an  object  of 
the  stranger's  bounty." 


1792. 

Ffkrwvry  25. — Between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  this  1792 
evenings  an  alarming  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  the  Mid- 
land counties,  but  particularly  at  Nottingham,  many  of  the 
inhabitants  running  out  of  their  houses,  expecting  them  to  fall 
upon  their  heads.  The  shock  was  preceded  by  a  rumbling  noise^ 
like  the  rolling  of  a  cannon  ball  upon  a  boarded  floor. 

M<vy  9. — On  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  that  the  bill 
authorising  the  formation  of  the  Nottingham  Canal  had  received 
the  royal  assent,  the  bells  of  both  churches  were  set  a-ringing, 
and  other  congratulatory  manifestations  indulged  in. 

May  12. — ^A  number  of  people  assembled  in  a  riotous  manner 
in  the  Market-place,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  butchers' 
meat.  After  a  stout  endeavour  to  retain  possession  of  their 
property,  when  further  resistance  might  have  proved  dangerous, 
the  butchers  retreated  from  the  Shambles,  and  left  the  mob  in 
undisturbed  possession.  It  being  Saturday,  the  stock  of  meat  was 
large,  and  in  a  few  moments  t^e  whole  of  it  disappeared.  The 
magistrates  at  once  called  out  the  military,  and  by  the  expostula- 
tions of  the  Mayor,  and  the  firing  of  the  soldiers  in  the  air,  the 
mob  dispersed,  and  the  military  returned  to  their  quarters.  Very 
unexpectedly,  in  the  course  of  the  evening  the  depredators  reas- 
sembled, and  bearing  down  upon  the  Shambles  with  renewed  force, 
destroyed  and  conveyed  away  every  door,  shutter,  implement,  and 
book  they  could  find  in  the  shops,  and  made  a  great  bonfire  of 
them  in  the  Market-place,  yelling  and  shouting  round  it  like 

2a 
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1792  savages.  Hie  fire  was  burning  from  eleven  at  night  till  one  in  the 
morning,  when  the  miHtary  succeeded  in  extinguishing  it^  and 
tranquility  was  restored.  For  several  days  after,  symptoms  of  a 
recurrence  of  the  disorder  were  apparent,  but  the  vigilenoe  of  the 
authorities  at  length  finally  suppressed  them. 

Ju7^  1. — Death  of  John  Carruthers,  €knt,  Alderman,  aged 
76  years. 

JwM  18. — Messrs.  Launder,  Frost,  Morris,  Story,  Hardwioke, 
Hadden,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  Blue  pary,  having  addressed 
a  requisition  to  the  Mayor,  that  a  public  meeting  might  be  called 
to  address  the  King,  in  response  to  a  royal  proclamation,  and  his 
worship  having  refused  to  do  so,  the  requisitionists  summoned  one 
themselves.  The  Assembly  Room,  Low-pavement,  was  accordingly 
filled  this  day  with  their  political  associates,  and  an  address  was 
unanimously  agreed  upon.  The  tenor  of  it  will  be  apparent  from 
the  following  eictract : — "  Being  convinced  of  the  great  danger 
there  is  in  publishing  seditious  writings,  to  inflame  and  unsettle 
the  minds  of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  alienate  them  from  our 
present  happy  constitution  in  Church  and  State  (a  constitution, 
the  admiration  and  envy  of  surrounding  nations),  we  cannot  but 
heartily  express  our  abhorence  of  such  principles,  and  will  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  aid  your  Majesty's  gracious  endeavours  to 
suppress  such  wicked  and  seditious  writings."  It  was  subsequently 
signed  by  five  hundred  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  duly 
presented. 

Jvly  8. — ^The  cotton  mill  in  Broad-marsh,  occupied  by  Messrs. 
Killingley  and  Green,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  Timely 
assistance,  the  use  of  the  engines,  and  plenty  of  water,  checked 
the  ravages  of  the  flames  ere  any  very  great  damage  had  been 
inflicted.  In  forcing  his  way  through  the  roof  one  man  unfor- 
tunately broke  his  leg. 

Jvly  30. — Cutting  of  the  first  sod  of  the  Nottingham  OanaL 

AugvAi  21. — ^The  first  stone  of  the  Barracks  in  the  Park  was 
laid  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  7  th  Light  Dragoons,  then 
stationed  here.  By  no  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  was  the 
erection  of  the  Barracks  hailed  with  more  satisfaction,  than  by  the 
innkeepers  and  victuallers  :  these  tradesmen  had  suflered  severely, 
time  immemorial,  from  the  number  of  troopers  almost  continually 
quartered  at  their  houses. 

SepteTnber  29. — Mr.  Aid.  Joseph  Oldknow  elected  Mayor. 

December, — An  incendiary  letter  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Carter,  ol 
the  Sun  inn,  in  Pelham-street,  the  principal  resort  of  the  demo- 
crats of  the  day,  who,  from  their  sympathy  with  the  promoters  of 
the  French  Revolution,  were  stigmatised  by  the  opposite  party  as 
Jacobins,  threatening  to  bum  her  house,  <&c.,  if  she  continued  to 
entertain  them.  This  threat,  never  perhaps  seriously  intended, 
failed  in  inducing  the  landlady  to  cease  her  dealings  with  demo* 
cracy,  and  it  is  only  noticed  here  as  indicative  of  the  very  unhappy 
and  deplorable  state  of  public  feeling  prevalent  in  the  town  for 
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many  months.     In  noticing  in  succeeding  pages  the  sad  events  1792 
whidi  arose  from  it^  the  strictest  impartiality  will  be  studied. 

Blackner,  who,  it  must  be  remembered,  was  a  democrat, 
writes  thus,  in  allusion  to  this  period  : — "  The  blaze  of  opinion, 
which  sprung  from  the  American  and  French  Hevolutions  had 
made  a  great  alteration  in  the  political  dispositions  of  the  people 
of  England,  and  nowhere  more  so  than  in  Nottingham.  The 
town  was  divided  into  two  hostile  parties,  imder  the  appellations 
of  democrats  and  aristocrats;  the  former  considering  delegated 
authority  as  the  only  legal  power,  and  titles  of  nobility  as  so  many 
ezcresoences  upon  the  body  politic  which  ought  to  be  cut  off; 
while  the  latter  abandoned  their  rights  as  brotJ^er  members  of  a 
oommunity,  and  made  unconditional  submission  to  the  will  of  the 
king,  the  nobility,  and  clergy  the  controlling  article  of  their  faith. 
Patriotism,  in  the  natural  acceptation  of  the  word,  became  extinct 
for  a  time ;  for  the  democrats  prayed  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
arms  of  royalty  wherever  they  might  be  engaged,  or  to  whatever 
kingdom  or  empire  they  might  belong ;  and  the  aristocrats  prayed 
for  the  destruction  of  the  finends  of  democracy,  without  ever  con* 
sidering  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Both  parties 
were  guilty  of  treason  against  the  English  constitution,  as  far  as 
intention  can  constitute  treason ;  the  one  against  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  and  the  others  against  the  aristocracy  and  the  Crown. 
But  however  much  at  variance  were  the  principles  of  these  parties, 
their  local  practice  was  equally  so;  for  while  tiie  democrats  sought 
by  every  persuasive  means  and  by  the  circulation  of  political 
pamphlets*  to  gain  proselytes  (in  which  they  were  very  successful), 
their  opponents  became  proportionately  angry  and  revengefuL" 
Making  allowance  for  the  spirit  of  partizanship  displayed  by  its 
author,  the  extract  may  serve  to  throw  light  upon  the  incentives 
to  various  acts  that  will  be  described  at  subsequent  dates. 

An  extraordinary  occurrence  is  stated  by  Throsby  to  have 
happened  this  year  in  St  Mary's  churchyard.  It  was  found 
necesssary  to  improve  the  passage  by  the  side  of  the  yard  leading 
towards  the  Ooimty  Hall,  which  could  not  be  effected  without 
taking  down  some  houses  and  the  churchyard  wall,  which  stood 
on  the  south  side  of  the  sacred  edifice ;  and  the  better  to  widen 
the  road,  it  was  also  necessary  to  use  a  part  of  the  churchyard. 
The  ground  being  much  higher  there  than  the  street,  when  the 
fence  wall  was  removed,  there  happened  one  night,  a  heavy  shower 
of  rain,  which  washed  away  a  considerable  portion  of  the  earth 
from  the  churchyard.  In  consequence  of  this,  several  coffins  were 
left  almost  destitute  of  covering,  and  two  or  three  of  them  were 
removed.  Amongst  these  was  one  that  contained  the  remains  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Moore,  for  some  years  landlord  of  the  Black  Swan  public- 
house,  situated  near  the  church,  who  had  been  dead  about  twelve 
years.  The  cofl&n  being  broken,  there  was  observed  in  his  remains 
a  concretion  not  unlike  a  pumice  stone,  but  rather  whiter,  and  as 

*  DoabUcH  referred  to  iu  the  local  Addrem  to  the  Kiug. 
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1792  large  as  the  liver  of  an  ox^  pieces  of  which,  at  the  time  Throsbj 
wrote,  were  in  the  possession  of  several  townsmen.  Mr.  Moore, 
it  was  remembered,  was  a  remarkable  man  for  having  a  large 
belly,  which  projected  more  on  one  side  than  the  other.  He  had 
often  observed  to  his  friends,  that  he  perceived  a  hard  substance 
beginning  to  form  within  him  when  only  22  years  of  age,  and  this 
grew  slowly  up  to  the  day  of  his  deatL  He  died  about  the  age 
of  70.  He  had  also  been  heard  to  say  that  it  gave  him  but  little 
pain,  though  he  found  it  troublesome ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  the  ribs,  on  the  side  of  the  concretion,  bowed  very  much  out^ 
wardly.  Doctors  Hodges,  Nevil,  and  Ford  had  examined  him 
while  living,  several  times,  and  he  had  promised  that  whoever  of 
them  survived  him  should  have  permission  to  open  his  body ;  but 
happening  to  survive  them  all,  no  post  mortem  examination  was 
made.  Nothing  therefore  but  an  accident  could  possibly  have 
brought  the  concretion  to  light. 

Basford  inclosure  was  effected  this  year  by  a  special  Act  of 
Parliament  The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield, 
and  other  land  owners,  obtained  by  it  large  accessions  to  their 
property,  but  not  a  single  acre  of  land  was  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  public,  though  nearly  1,500  acres  had  up  to  this  time  been 
enjoyed  in  conmion  by  all  the  inhabitants,  either  for  profit  or 
pleasure. 

The  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  demanded  a 
fortieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  lands  inclosed,  and  instituted  a 
valuation,  not  only  of  Basford,  but  also  of  all  the  Forest  lands 
lying  within  the  bounds  of  Thomeywood.  The  return  was  as 
follows : — 

In  Basford  township... 

G^ing 

Lenton  and  Badf  ord . . . 

Lambley 

Woodborough 

Sneinton 

Thus  was  the  nation  defrauded  of  its  claim  on  the  inclosure,  as 
well  as  the  parish  of  its  grounds  for  recreation.  The  Crown  got 
just  nine  pounds  sterling  as  one-fortieth  share  of  the  value  of  the 
land  on  which  Mapperley-place,  Sherwood,  Carrington,  and 
Cavendish  villas  now  stand ;  while  the  other  .claimants  received 
their  proportions  in  solid  acres.  Up  to  this  period  the  Forest 
lands,  in  their  wild  luxuriance,  used  to  be  visited  in  the  summer 
season  by  great  numbers  of  the  merry-hearted  tradesmen  and 
mechanics  of  Nottingham,  with  their  wives  and  sweethearts,  in 
what  were  popularly  known  as  "nutting  parties."  They  took 
with  them  provisions  and  b'quors  for  the  day,  and  also  a  fiddler, 
to  whose  enlivening  strains  they  danced  till  evening.  These 
happy  sports,  which  resembled  in  rural  simplicity  days  of  yore, 
were  speedily  brought  to  a  close  by  the  rapid  march  of  inclosure. 
The  site  now  occupied  by  the  Fishpond  Crardens  was  till  this 


,700  acres, 
750  acres, 
200  acres. 

6&  per  acre. 

7s. 

5& 

600  acres. 

5s. 

440  acres, 
80  aci*es. 

7s. 
12s. 
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year  oovered  by  a  lake  or  sheet  of  water,  attached  to  the  pleasure   1792 
gronnds  of  the  Castle.      It  was  partly  filled  up  with  the  soil 
brought  up  from  the  foundation  of  the  Barracks,  and  in  1794  the 
gardens  were  laid  out  for  cultivation. 

1793. 

January  12. — Mr.  Coke,  an  eminent  surgeon  of  this  town,   1793 
was  riding  near  the  Chain  bridges,  in  the  Meadows,  and  the  waters 
being  out,  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  the  road.     Unhappily,  his 
horse  plunged  into  the  excavation  made  for  the  intended  canal, 
and  he  was  drowned. 

F^brwvry  9. — Declaration  of  war  between  England  and 
France. 

February  16. — ^Hie  writings  of  the  notorious  Thomas  Paine, 
his  RighU  of  Man  especially,  of  which  many  hundred  copies  had 
been  sold  in  tlus  neighbourhood,  appear  to  have  very  much  inflamed 
tile  popular  mind  against  him,  and  it  was  common  about  this  period 
to  bum  him  in  effigy.  The  Jowrrud^  which  had  now  for  the  first 
time  acquired  a  decided  political  bearing,  furnishes  the  subjoined 
instance,  the  whole  paragraph  being  copied  exactly : — "On  Tuesday 
last  (Feb.  12),  the  infamous  THOMAS  PAINE  (one  of  the  rag- 
a-muffin  Convention  of  Paris),  was  apprehended  and  lodged  in  the 
Peverel  Gaol  at  LerUony  near  this  town ;  he  was  brought  to  Trial 
the  same  day,  and  after  a  fdxr  and  impartial  examination  (his 
crimes  being  so  big  with  infamy,  he  could  not  PLEAD !)  he  was 
found  guilty  of  Treason  against  the  KING  who  had  formerly 
spared  his  Life,  and  against  the  Constitution  of  this  country,  in 
endeavouring,  by  his  seditious  writings,  to  overwhelm  us  in  de- 
struction, and  our  Sovereign  KING,  whom  all  good  Englishmen 
reveres ! — He  was  sentenced  to  be  Hanged  on  the  arm  of  a  large 
tree,  near  the  above  Village,  which  was  accordingly  done,  amidst 
a  great  concourse  of  people;  he  was  left  hanging  on  the  tree  a 
considerable  time,  after  which  the  company  retired  to  the  Coffee 
House  for  refreshment;  soon  after,  they  were  informed  that  a 
party  of  Paineites  had  laid  a  plan  to  convey  the  remains  of  their 
Champion  away  from  the  Tree,  which  the  LOYALISTS  being 
aware  of,  fell  on,  routed,  and  put  to  flight  the  whole  qano  of 
them. — In  the  evening  his  body  was  cut  down  and  burnt  to  ashes 
in  a  bonfire ;  after  which,  the  major  part  of  them  retired  to  the 
Coffee  House,  where  the  company  gave  repeated  toasts  to  the 
Health  and  Long  Life  of  GEORGE  the  Third,  our  Gracious 
KING,  QUEEN  CHARLOTTE,  the  ROYAL  FAMILY,  Lord 
MiDDLETON,  and  many  other  Gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood." 
In  some  localities  the  effigy  was  adorned  with  a  cabbage  under  one 
arm  and  an  old  pair  of  stay  under  the  other,*  and  was  whipped 
through  the  streets  at  a  cart's  tail. 

*  Paine  wma  originally  »  sUyroaker,  and  it  is  said,  in  the  ooune  of  his  p«regrin»tioDf» 
worked  for  a  tfane  m  lOch,  in  Nottingham 


186  THB  NOTTIHOHAM  DATB-BOOK. 

1793  March  4. — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  oommenced  their 

march  from  this  town,  where  the  regiment  had  been  up  for  train- 
ing, for  Boston  and  Spalding,  with  colours  streaming  and  music 
playing.  Thej  were  attended  out  of  town  by  an  immense  concouTBe 
of  people,  who  joined  them  at  intervals  in  loud  huzzas. 

March  10. — ^This  evening  (Sunday),  on  the  arrival  of  news  of 
successes  over  the  French  troops  in  Holland,  general  joy  prevailed; 
bonfires  were  made  in  the  Market-place  and  other  parts  of  the 
town ;  the  bells  of  all  the  churches  were  rung  with  vehemency, 
almost  without  intermission  till  ten  the  next  evening ;  an  effigy 
of  ''Monsieur  Paine*'  was  burnt  amidst  the  acclamations  of 
several  thousand  spectators — and,  as  "the  noon  of  night"  drew 
on,  a  large  number  paraded  the  streets,  singing  the  National 
Anthem.  The  successes  greeted  with  so  mudb  enthusiasm  were 
subsequently  found  to  be  of  little  importance. 

March  16. — At  the  assizes,  this  day,  before  Mr.  Baron 
Thomson,  William  Healey,  of  Clayworth,  near  Retford,  aged  22 
years,  received  sentence  of  death  for  stealing  a  horse,  the  property 
of  Edward  Crosley,  of  Balne,  in  the  county  of  York.  The  cir- 
cumstances which  led  to  the  conviction  of  this  young  man  were 
peculiar  and  distressing.  He  was  an  itinerant  horsedealer,  and 
was  accustomed  to  call  at  a  house  in  the  North  Clay,  the  landlord 
of  which  was  a  small  farmer  as  well  as  publican.  Healey  repre- 
sented himself  as  a  man  of  some  property,  and  gained  the  good 
sraces  of  the  landlord's  daughter;  but  in  order  to  obtain  the 
ntther's  consent  it  was  necessary  to  produce  some  of  the  cattle  of 
which  he  had  boasted  he  was  possessed.  Accordingly,  he  went 
into  Yorkshire,  where  his  friends  resided,  and  returned  with  a 
number  of  horses,  which  he  said  were  his  own.  These  were 
deemed  sufficient,  and  the  landlord  gave  him  the  hand  of  his 
daughter.  The  horses  were  turned  into  his  ^ther-in-law's 
grounds,  and  for  a  time  everything  went  on  pretty  comfortably ; 
but  before  the  expiration  of  three  months,  the  idght  owners  laid 
claim  to  them,  and  at  Healey's  trial  for  stealing  one  of  them,  his 
wife's  father  bore  evidence  against  him.  Both  father  and  daughter 
appear  to  have  displayed  a  very  vindictive  spirit,  for  it  was  con- 
fidently thought  that  had  they  pleaded  for  him  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  yoimg  man's  life  would  have  been  spared.  Their 
malice  was  deadly  and  bitter.  Healey  was  executed  on  the  27th. 
The  pressure  was  uncommonly  great,  and  the  procession  from  the 
gaol  to  Gallows-hill  took  up  nearly  two  hours.  His  body  was 
taken  to  the  County  Hall,  and  then  buried  at  St.  Mary's. 

June  24. — Mr.  Francis  Walsh,  shoemaker,  Long-row,  died  of 
a  wound  received  on  the  evening  of  the  King's  birthday,  inflicted 
by  his  own  son.  The  young  man  had  b^n  indulging  in  the 
customary  festivities,  and  unthinkingly  discharged  a  pistol  close  to 
the  shoulder  of  his  parent,  with  a  view  of  simply  startling  him  by 
the  report.  The  wadding  was  forced  so  far  into  the  flesh  that  the 
surgeons  could  not  extract  it,  and  the  suflerer  expired  after  inex- 
pressible agonies. 
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Jvly  24. — ^A  great  number  of  persons  of  the  Blue  party  as-  1 793 
sembled  in  the  Market-place  this  evening,  drawn  together,  it  was 
understood,  bj  a  feeling  of  deep  dissatisfaction  at  a  number  of 
Democrats,  sympathisers  with  the  French  Revolution,  being  per- 
mitted to  meet  in  the  fields,  and  practice  themselves  in  military 
manoeuvres.  After  parading  the  town  and  giving  vent  to  many 
loyal  huzzas  and  expressions  of  hostility  to  all  Jacobins,  they  pro- 
oe^ed  to  acts  of  violence.  The  demolition  of  windows  and 
property  of  disaffected  persons  went  on  at  a  fearful  rate,  until, 
late  in  the  evening,  the  mob  attacked  the  house  of  Mr.  Oldknow, 
the  Mayor.*  His  premises  were  assailed  most  ferociously  with 
stones,  brickbats,  &c.,  and  it  was  fully  thought  by  the  inmates 
that  they  would  be  rased  to  the  ground.  Mr.  Oldknow,  however, 
was  a  man  of  determined  character;  he  remonstrated,  but  in 
vain ;  he  told  his  assailants  what  they  might  expect  as  a  conse- 
quence of  their  outrageous  conduct,  and  in  return  they  issued 
fresh  volleys  of  abuse,  and  renewed  showers  of  missiles.  A  blun- 
derbuss Ic^uied  with  powder  only  was  then  discharged  from  a 
window,  intended  as  an  intimation  that  firearms  would  be  used  if 
they  did  not  disperse,  but  without  avail ;  and  very  reluctantly  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  resort  to  extremities.  A  second  dis- 
charge from  the  blunderbuss,  heavily  charged  with  large  shot^ 
killed  one  young  man  and  severely  wounded  five  others,  one  of 
whom  it  was  thought  at  first  could  not  recover.  Tlie  resolute 
defence  so  intimidated  the  assailants  that  they  immediately  with- 
drew. The  magistrates  issued  handbills  the  next  morning,  in 
which  they  requested  all  housekeepers  not  to  sufier  their  servants 
or  apprentices  to  be  in  the  streets  after  ten  at  night,  and  gave 
notice  that  any  who  assembled  to  the  number  of  four  after  that 
hour  would  be  taken  into  custody.  This  and  other  enei'getic 
measures  restrained  for  a  time  the  disposition  to  riot. 

Jvly  30. — ^The  newly  formed  Canal,  being  made  navigable 
up  to  the  town  from  the  Trent-bridge,  was  formally  opened  by  the 
passage  of  three  boats  laden  with  stone,  in  the  presence  of  many 
thousand  spectators.  The  vessels  and  boatmen  were  very  gaily  deco- 
rated, and  in  the  first  was  the  engineer  and  the  regimental  band  of 
the  Light  Horse.  At  the  filling  of  the  first  lock  the  band  played 
'*  Rule  Britannia ;"  and  on  their  way  to  Ihe  town,  "  Heart  of 
Oak,"  "  Grod  save  the  King,"  and  other  loyal  and  martial  airs.  It 
happened  that  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  news  arrived  of 
the  taking  of  Mentz,  and  the  popular  festivity  was  greatly  increased 
in  consequence. 

JvXy  31. — The  Hon.  G.  W.  Egerton,  Colonel  of  the  regiment 
stationed  at  the  Barracks,  and  Captains  Walhouse,  Carmichael, 
Campbell,  and  Covel,  were  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the 
town,  at  the  Guildhall,  in  testimony  of   the  alacrity  they  had 

*  Mr.  Odknow  was  »  grocer  of  large  buaineas,  and  his  house  was  No.  17,  Loiig>n>w 
West,  the  premises  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  Ironmonger.    Mr.  0.  T.  Oldknow 
late  of  the  Post  Office,  was  his  son. 
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1 793  shown  in  hastening  to  aid  the  Mayor  in  quelling  the  recent  dis- 
turbance. They  siterwards  sat  down  with  the  Corporation  to  an 
elegant  collation  which  the  Mayor  had  provided  at  the  Blackmoor's 
Head. 

August  2. — Another  great  public  rejoicing  on  the  receipt  of 
intelligence  of  the  capture  of  Valenciennes.  The  local  newspaper 
thus  describes  the  enthusiasm  : — "  The  whole  town  and  neighbour- 
hood exhibited  the  utmost  marks  of  joy  and  hilarity ;  'twas  the 
rejoicings  of  Britons,  on  a  prospect  of  a  speedy^  termination  of  a 
war  which  had  threatened  to  involve  in  its  horrid  vortex  the 
destruction  of  all  Europe;  and  a  joy  more  universal,  more 
felt^  or  more  expressive,  never  expanded  the  heart  of  man ;  the 
bells,  blended  with  the  exultations  of  the  people,  bore  to  the 
neighbouring  villages  the  welcome  news,  and  all  was  joy.  Bon- 
fires were  lighted  in  many  parts  of  the  town,  and  loyal  groups  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  were  seated  in  the  streets,  where  the 
circling  glass  of  BritiBh  hospitality  denounced  extinction  of  French 
perfidy  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  such  is  the  fascinating 
charm  of  patriotism,  that  even  the  rancorous  heart  of  Jacobinism 
felt  a  pulse  unknown  before." 

September  15. — ^This  day  (Sunday),  as  soon  as  the  evening 
service  at  the  churches  was  over,  the  beUs  were  set  a-ringing, 
on  account  of  the  arrival  of  news  of  the  surrender  of  Toulon 
to  the  British  forces.  Bonfires  were  kindled,  and  general  joy 
prevailed. 

September  28. — ^The  petty  animosities  existing  at  tins  period 
in  private  circles  on  account  of  political  difierences  of  opinion  may  be 
illustrated  by  the  subjoined  instance.  An  advertisement  appears 
in  the  Journal  of  this  date,  the  purport  of  which  is  that  '^  A  report 
having  been  industriously  propagated,  for  a  considerable  tunoy 
purporting  that  Miss  Crackle  had  said,  at  Mr.  Patricius  Goodall's 
(in  conversation  over  cards),  last  winter,  'that  she  wished  she  had 
the  King's  head  in  her  apron  or  lap,'  the  undersigned  ladies,  hav- 
ing been  present  the  same  evening,  and  being  Uie  whole  of  the 
party,  do  declare  that  Miss  Crackle  did  not  use  any  expression  of 
the  kind,  nor  one  of  similar  import : — E.  Goodall,  E.  Stephenson^ 
Eliza  Gkiodall,  M.  Evison,  Ann  Tupman,  Ann  Sheldon,  and  Mary 
Oldfield."  The  husband  of  the  slandered  lady  (for  it  appears  she 
had  married  in  the  interim),  who  was  a  highly  respectable  trade»> 
man,  then  offers  a  reward  of  ten  guineas  for  a  discovery  of  the 
inventor  of  the  report,  and  attaches  his  name  to  the  document. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Henry  Green  elected  Mayor* 
Mr.  Green's  residence  was  at  the  upper  end  of  St.  James's-street. 
It  was  an  ancient  building,  and  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  mansion  of  T.  Close,  Esq.  His  political  principles,  which  were 
originally  in  unison  with  those  of  the  generality  of  Uie  Corpora- 
tion, underwent  a  decided  change,  induced  doubtless  by  the  excesses 
of  the  French  Bevolution.      His  business  connections  seem  to 

*  So  "  •paedjr,"  that  it  continued  about  twenty  yeara. 
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httve  Been  tmfertonate :  at  first  an  opulent  hosier,  he  soared  yet  t70t 
higher  and  became  a  cotton  spinner,  but  meeting  with  serere 
losses,  descended  to  the  condition  of  a  brewer,  and  ultimately  to 
poverty. 

September  30. — ^The  Mayor's  installation  banquet  at  the  ''New 
'Change,"  as  it  was  termed,  was  distinguished  by  excessive 
displays  of  loyalty.  Amongst  the  toasts  were,  ''  the  King  and 
Constitution,"  with  three  times  three,  ''  the  Duke  of  York  and 
tibe  Army,"  ''the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the  Navy,''  d^  The 
Mayor  himself  sang  the  air,  "Grod  save  the  King,"  and  his 
guests  the  chorus,  followed  by  loud  huzzas  and  Constitutional 
songs. 

November  12. — ^The  spirit  of  the  times  will  be  observed  in 
the  following  circumstanca  "One  of  the  officers  belonging  to 
the  Nottingham  Regiment  of  Militia,"  states  the  Jowtnal^  "  now 
lying  at  Spalding,  went  to  a  shoemaker's  of  that  place  to  order  a 
pair  of  boots,  but  on  observing  that  detestable  outcast  of  society's 
book,  Paine's  Rights  of  Man^  lying  on  the  table,  he  thought  proper 
to  countermand  the  order,  and  take  the  book  along  with  lum. 
Next  day,  the  soldiers  being  under  arms  and  forming  a  circle 
round  a  large  bonfire,  this  knight  of  the  lapstone  was  summoned 
to  appear  before  them,  and  made  to  bum  the  celebrated  jargon  of 
nonsense,  the  music  playing  'God  save  the  King'  during  its  burn- 
ing, at  the  end  of  which  the  soldiers  and  inhabitants  gave  three 
loyal  huzzas,  and  then  this  wonderful  would-be  wiseacre,  was 
suffered  to  depart" 

The  last  attempt  to  collect  small  tithes  in  St.  Nicholas's  parish 
(of  great  tithes  there  being  none)  is  related  by  Blackner  to  have 
taken  place  about  this  period.  "The  rector,"  he  records,  "said  to 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  church,  '  If  you  will  inform  me  of  any 
person  who  keeps  sows  in  the  parish,  I  will  make  it  worth  your 
while.'  The  person  replied  that  he  knew  of  but  one,  whom  he 
named ;  and  in  a  day  or  two  he  let  him  know  that  his  sty  would 
be  honoured  in  a  short  time  by  a  tithe-pig  visitant  The  owner 
of  the  pigs,  however,  determined  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  such 
a  visit ;  and  he  accordingly  took  a  young  pig  in  his  arms,  and 
contrived  to  make  it  move  the  knocker  of  the  rector's  door,  who, 
being  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  visits  welcomed  the  squeaking 
guest  into  the  house ;  but  he  never  inquired  for  a  tithe-pig  any 
more." 

Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Bart.,  made  a  survey  of  tiie  town  this 
year,  at  his  own  expense,  and  found  the  number  of  inhabitants 
to  be  25,000. 

1794 

Fdtruary  22. — Died,  at  his  house  in  Palace-yard,  Westmin-  1794 
ster,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age,  Henry  Fynes  Pelham  Clinton, 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  Recorder  of  Nottingham,  kc 

2b 
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t7V4  Ftljrwifry  23. — ^A  number  of  young  men,  in  a  playful  moodf 

irere  diverting  themaelves  at  the  game  of  leapfrog  in  Broad-streeti 
when  one  of  them  disappeared  underground  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  He  had  leaped  over  the  back  of  a  comrade,  in  the  cua- 
tomary  way,  and  happened  to  alight  on  a  spot  where  there  was 
a  welly  forty  yards  deep.  The  aperture  had  simply  been  covered 
with  boards  and  a  little  earth,  and  was  uniform  in  appearance 
with  the  droumjaoent  ground.  Fortunately,  the  man  was  extrt* 
eated  perfectly  unhurt,  and  with  an  oath  declared  himself  equal 
to  any  pantomimic  performer  on  the  stage,  inasmuch  as  he  dare 
leap  without  being  caught  in  a  blanket !  l3ie  well  was  immediately 
arciied  over. 

April  23. — Business  was  again  suspended,  the  bells  rung, 
bonfires  made,  and  all  possible  marks  of  joy  exhibited,  on  learning 
that  Martinico  had  becni  taken  by  the  British  West  India  foroeSi 
and  that  the  combined  armies  had  secured  a  triumph  over  the 
French  in  Flanders. 

Mcuy  27. — ^The  war  fever  seems  now  to  have  attained  its 
greatest  int^isity.  As  tidings  of  success  after  success  came  rolling 
in,  the  people  grew  almost  delirious  with  loyal  excitement,  and 
anyone  who  ventured  to  question  the  propriety  of  the  war,  or  to 
sigh  for  peace  and  returning  commercial  prosperity,  was  at  once 
stigmatised  as  *<  disaffected,"  or  as  being  a  *' leveller,"  or  a 
*'  Jacobin."  The  Jov/mal  furnishes  us  with  renewed  evidence  of 
the  state  of  feeling,  in  the  following  extract : — **  Tuesday  last  was 
a  day  of  general  rejoicing  to  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
Early  in  the  morning,  a  GazeUe  Metraardinary  arrived  by  the 
heavy  coach,  containing  a  brief  but  pleasing  account  of  the  im- 
portant victory  gained  by  the  Allied  Army  over  that  of  the  French 
general,  Pichegru ;  immediately  after,  the  bells  were  made  to  echo 
the  glad  tidings  to  all  people,  who,  in  one  vast  multitudinous 
throng,  a  little  before  two  o'clock,  lined  the  streets  on  the  road  as 
far  as  Trent-bridge,  curiosity  and  zeal  having  wound  up  the 
expectations  of  all  ranks  to  the  highest  pitch,  to  meet  the  mail 
coach  on  this  auspicious  day. 

'*  As  soon  as  it  ascended  Hollow-stone,  the  populace  insisted 
on  taking  the  horses  from  the  carriage,  which  was,  after  some  little 
reluctance,  complied  with,  it  being  quite  full  of  passengers.  Each 
one  was  eealous  who  should  be  the  foremost  to  assist  in  drawing 
the  mail  along ;  near  ten  thousand  people  had  assembled  by  this 
time,  who  were  chiefly  bedecked  with  blue  ribbons.  When  it 
arrived  in  view  of  the  White  Lion,  the  loudest  plaudits  welcomed 
(if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  the  triumphal  car  to  the 
place  of  its  destination.  And  now,  the  scene  commenced  which 
gave  to  the  astonished  beholder  more  than  his  imagination  could 
conceive — crowds  followed  crowds,  huzzas  echoed  everywhere  the 
happy  sentiments  of  a  truly  loyal  people ;  and  it  will  serve  to 
convince  the  towns  around  us,  that  whatever  may  have  been  con- 
ceived of  Nottingham  being  disaffected  to  its  Eling  and  Constitu- 
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tion,  the  eyents  of  this  day  must  ocmipletely  do  away ;  not  to  say  tTMi 
but  that  there  are  some  latent  and  restless  spirits,  whose  minds  have 
been  previously  poisoned  by  the  lure  held  out  by  certain  political 
tracts :  tracts  which  are  calculated  to  set  the  lower  orders  of  the 
community  at  war  against  the  higher,  and  thus  (by  the  plans  dis- 
covered) Uiis  happy  isle  was  destined  by  its  foes  to  undergo,  what 
England  will  never  forget, — the  miseries  of  a  civil  convulsion ; 
but  Providence,  who  ordains  all  things  for  the  best,  hath  averted 
those  evils  which  'we  most  righteously  had  deserved,'  for  our 
divisions  and  discontents.  Having  not  unsuitaUy  disgressed  a 
Httle,  let  us  return  to  the  general  hilarity  of  the  day.  A  pro- 
cession was  next  thought  of,  something  in  the  manner  of 
chairing  a  member ;  when  a  certain  tradesman,  as  true  a  cock  of 
the  blue  as  e'er  was  seen,  with  his  handsome  wig  and  crimson 
lace,  mounted  the  shoulders  of  a  selected  few,  planks  being  fixed 
between  that  he  might  sit  with  ease ;  who,  thus  arrayed  (hia  wig 
being  highly  powdered  with  blue),  proceeded  round  the  principal 
streets,  attended  by  some  hundreds  of  spectators,  and  amidst  the 
repeated  plaudits  from  the  fair  belles  at  every  window,  who  were 
blue  in  their  dress,  and  loyal  in  tilieir  hearts. 

Happj  maidB !  who  thm  pourtrayed 
The  mi«fi  feelingi  of  your  oountirjr'i  aid. 

"The  churches  had  their  ensigns  (and  what's  so  great  a 
right,  for  they  were  marked  for  destruction)  of  loyalty ;  and  their 
respective  peals  bore  to  the  neighbouring  villages  the  welcome  new& 

''  In  the  evMiing,  constellations  were  lighted  up  in  abundance^ 
guns  fired,  rockets  thrown  in  the  air,  and  many  other  tokens  of 
joy  displayed,  that  sufficiently  bespoke  the  rapturous  feelings  of 
the  populMe ;  one,  amongst  others,  was  in  shooting  at  the  effigy 
of  a  certain  disciple  of  iiberty  and  equality ;  and  though  we  will 
not  be  so  far  liberal  as  to  think  no  man  should  be  burnt  in  effigy 
merely  for  his  opinion,  yet  when  that  opinion  militates  so  much 
against  the  common  weal,  the  folly  of  the  former  is  palliated  by 
the  best  and  dearest  considerations. 

''A  pair  of  handsome  colours  were  also  displayed  by  the 
people,  accompanied  with  drum  and  fife,  who  paraded  round  the 
Market-place  till  it  became  dark ;  after  which,  they  repaired  to 
the  inns,  Jec.,  to  toast  the  illustrious  conquerors  of  this  mighty 
battle ;  in  short  nothing  could  exceed  the  ardour  manifested  on 
this  joyous  occasion ;  every  one  vied  with  each  other  who  could 
best  excel  in  manly  sentiment  and  rational  entertainment.  And 
happy  are  we  to  say,  that  all  passed  off  with  that  decorum  which 
it  Ib  the  wish  of  all  good  men  should  always  be  observed  on 
occasions  like  these. 

"  But  an  incident  happened  this  day  which  we  cannot  pass 
by,  viz. : — when  the  mail  arrived  opposite  the  shop  door  of  a  cer- 
tain w ^maker,*  in  Bridlesmith-gate,  he,  with  more  wit  than 

*  Mr.  JoMph  Farnsworth,  w»tchinftker.  His  satire  wiw  so  sev«r«ly  fait  that  tha  Mmr 
oawed  him  to  be  apprehended  and  lodiped  in  gaoL  After  being  kept  there  for  thittf^tm 
daji^  be  wm  released  wtthont  any  ohaiye  being  broogfat  agalnat  hfan. 
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1794  prudence,  exclaimed,  '  Why,  the  mail  uaed  to  be  drawn  by  horseoi 
but  now,  good  lack !  it's  drawn  in  by  asses  1'  which,  at  such  a 
time,  when  the  spirits  of  the  people  were  raised  almost  to  enthu- 
siasm, was  highly  indecorous,  and  he  met  with  that  chastisement 
which  his  ill-timed  witticism  deserved.  Since  then,  we  hear  he 
is  lodged  in  gaoL 

**  On  l^ursday  (May  29),  the  town  was  again  agreeably  sur^ 
prised  by  the  receipt  of  another  OaaeUe  Extraardinaryf  announo- 
ing  laurels  achieved  by  the  Austrian  general,  Count  Kauhitz,  who^ 
it  seems,  gallantly  attacked  the  Frendi  near  the  town  of  L'Evique^ 
not  far  ^m  Bruges,  and,  after  an  obstinate  conflict^  drove  the 
Garmagnols  across  the  river  Lys,  killing  upwards  of  5,000,  taking 
fifty  pieces  of  cannon  and  upwards  of  500  prisoners.  The  spirits 
of  the  inhabitants  broke  forth  afresh,  they  drew  the  mail  into  the 
inn  yard,  and  saluted  the  passengers  and  guard  with  three  cheers. 
Similar  tokens  of  loyalty  took  place  nearly  the  same  as  on  Tues- 
day, which  we  should  be  considered  as  prolix  to  repeat  after  what 
we  have  given,  they  being  only  a  repetition.  But  we  are  informed, 
and  sorry  we  are  to  inform,  that  our  worthy  True  Blue,*  who 
was  so  happy  on  Tuesday,  unfortunately  fell  down  in  the  crowd, 
and  had  one  of  his  eyes  sorely  cut  by  falling  upon  the  stones ; 
but  we  trusty  with  proper  skill,  he'll  soon  recover. 

*'  The  above  accounts  being  forwarded  to  the  countiy  places, 
the  greatest  joy  prevailed  amongst  the  rustics,  who  instantly 
snatdied  the  keys  of  the  church  from  the  sexton,  rushed  through 
the  solemn  aisle  to  the  bell  ropes,  and  rang  at  intervals,  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  Farmer  Truelove  sent  them  a  fine  flagon 
of  the  best  beer  he'd  got^  and  went  and  seated  himself  in  the 
midst  of  them,  handing  a  homful  now  and  then,  who  each  drank, 
'  Qod  save  the  King  and  Fanner  Truelove.'" 

June  3. — ^The  Duke  of  Portland  elected  Becorder,  in  the 
place  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  deceased. 

June  4. — ^The  King's  birthday  was  celebrated  with  more  than 
usual  eckU,  St  Mary's  tower  was  surmounted  with  a  beautiful 
union  flag,  seven  yards  in  length  and  five  in  breadth,  and  with 
numerous  variegated  streamers.  St.  Peter's  and  St.  Nicholas's 
were  decorated  with  blue  flags  of  humbler  dimensions. 

With  his  characteristic  loyalty,  the  Ma^or  ordered  a  double 
quantity  of  coal  for  the  annual  fire  in  the  Market-place,  and 
caused  the  figure  of  Justice  upon  the  Exohangt  to  be  apparelled 
in  a  flowing  blue  silk  robe.  The  bonfires  were  uncommonly 
numerous,  and  twenty  fine  fat  sheep  were  roasted,  and  divided 
amongst  those  of  the  people  who  chose  to  partake  of  them.  In 
the  evening,  upwards  of  three  hundred  gentlemen  assembled  in 
the  Exchange  Hall,  by  invitation,  to  drink  his  Majesty's  health. 

*  Mr.  Wright,  »  halrdreaser,  who  had  »  shop  in  the  8ho«  Booth,  and  rabsaqnently  »t  the 


polittfial  AzoitcmenL     When  not  required,  ita  usual  reeting-plate  was  on  a  peg  in  hie 
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Hie  tOMts  were  extremely  loyal,  induding  the  King,  the  Queen,   17M 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  Uie  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Wm.  Pitt^  Esq.,  &c 

At  a  public  dinner  the  same  day,  at  the  Eight  Bells,  the  fol- 
lowing were  amongst  the  loyal  sentiments  rapturously  received 
by  the  company  : — ''  May  justice  pursue  the  Paineites,  though 
they  have  turned  their  backs  on  her/'  and  *^  Eternal  ballast-heav- 
ing  to  all  Jacobins."  The  Eight  Bells  was  not  the  only  house 
where  such  sentiments  were  freely  expressed  :  they  were,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Sun  inn,  Pel  ham-street  (now  the  Durham  Ox) 
and  a  few  minor  Democratic  houses,  quite  common  at  all  public 
places  of  entertainment.  Anyone  who  ventured  to  utter  an 
opinion  unfavourable  to  the  war,  within  their  precincts,  was  un* 
cer^noniously  ejected  as  a  Jacobin.  At  some  of  them,  including 
the  Eight  Bells,  the  Bose,  in  Bridlesmith-gate,  the  Peacock,  in 
St.  Peter's-square,  and  the  Black  Horse,  in  Stoney-street,  inscriptions 
were  stuck  up  in  prominent  places,  ''  No  Jacobin  admitted  here." 
If  a  suspected  person  happened  to  join  the  company  at  any  of 
these  places  of  resort,  the  process  of  trial  and  ejection  was  usually 
very  summary.  The  chairman  or  anyone  in  the  room,  would 
be^^  to  snuff  as  though  his  ol&tctory  nerves  were  saluted  by  some 
offensive  odour,  and  exclaim,  with  great  affected  disgust,  "I  smell 
a  Jacobin  l"  All  eyes  woidd  be  at  once  directed  to  the  suppoMed 
intruder,  and  unless  he  drank  with  great  apparent  heartiness 
some  unequivocal  toast  or  other  expressive  of  hatred  to  all 
Democrats,  the  speedier  he  took  to  his  legs  the  better  for  him. 

Jtme  7. — ^The  spirit  of  festivity  was  again  awakened  by  the 
receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  Lord  Howe's  signal  victory  over  the 
French  fleet.  The  mail  was  once  more  haided  through  the  town 
by  crowds  of  overjoyed  townsmen,  and  great  rejoicings  followed. 

June. — ^This  and  the  following  month  were  distinguished  by 
an  outbreak  of  popular  feeling  which  displayed  itself  in  a  form 
that  has  ever  since  been  known,  par  exceUence,  as  '^thb  duckings." 
In  bringing  the  focts  before  the  reader,  we  shall  give  the  versions 
put  forUi  by  both  political  parties,  accompanied  by  foot  notes  of 
our  own,  and  leave  him  to  draw  his  own  conclusion ;  premising, 
however,  that  great  allowances  ought  in  justice  to  be  made  for  the 
excesses  of  the  period,  from  a  consideration  of  the  feverish  state 
of  the  public  mind,  and  the  imbecility  and  negligence  of  the  civil 
authorities. 

There  is  no  other  available  record  of  the  events  referred  to, 
from  the  pen  of  an  anti-Democrat,  than  that  furnished  by  the 
columns  of  the  Jou/nuU,  Unfortunately,  this  is  very  briei,  the 
succeeding  paragraphs  including  the  whole  of  it 

The  flrat  of  these  paragraphs  appeared  on  the  21st  of  June, 
when  the  journalist  observed,  '*  There  is  nothing  more  dangerous 
and  alarming  to  true  liberty,  than  the  licentiousness  of  a  mob, 
though  even  dictated  by  the  zeal  of  the  purest  loyalty.  The 
observation  is  made  more  as  a  caution  for  fatore  oocawonii^  than 
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1794  in  aUumon  to  anytliing  that  has  yet  happened — one  or  two  instanoes 
only  exoepted.  When  a  mob  is  once  abroad,  the  great  danger  is 
of  their  receiving  a  wrong  direction,  which  many  evil  spirits  are 
ready  enough  to  give  them;'' 

Beyond  this  indistinct  allusion,  nothing  more  was  stated  till 
the  5th  of  July,  when  the  following  details  were  given : — 

"  Wednesday  last  (July  2),  towards  evening,  a  serious  dis- 
turbance took  place  in  this  town,  occasioned  by  the  Royalist  parQr 
ducking,  in  the  river  Leen,  [near  the  bottom  of  Sussex-street,]  a 
number  of  supposed  disaffected  people,  some  of  whom  had  been 
found  that  morning  exercising  in  the  neighbouring  fields,  and  who 
had  showed,  by  way  of  triumph  over  the  recent  disagreeable 
intelligence  from  the  Continent,  a  paper*  in  their  hats  that  was 
perfectly  emblematical  of  the  mecmtng  of  their  hearts ;  which  so 
much  exasperated  the  former,  that  they  went  in  a  body  to  the 
spot,  and,  after  a  sharp  but  speedy  conflict,  put  the  latter  entirely 
to  rout^  who  flew  for  shelter  into  the  cotton  mill  belonging  to  Mr. 
Denison,  at  Pennyfoot-fltile.  Here  a  violent  altercation  arose 
between  both  parties,  the  Royal  side  (we  are  sorry  a  necessity 
should  arise  to  distinguish  men  at  this  time)  insisting  that  their 
opponents  should  be  delivered  up  to  their  fury ;  which  not  being 
complied  with,  the  populace  were  bent  on  storming  the  outworks ; 
and  at  this  time  it  was,  that  some  shots  were  fired  from  the  mill, 
when  several  people  were  very  badly  wounded.  This  exasperated 
the  people  still  woi'se,  who  now  vowed  revenge  upon  the  Republi- 
cans and  their  friends ;  and,  about  nine  o'clock,  regardless  of  the 
whistling  bullets,  they  began  to  demolish  all  the  fences,  gates,  &a, 
round  the  premises,  and  made  a  large  fire  of  them  in  the  mill 
yard,  which  soon  communicating  to  the  workshops  belonging 
thereto,  made  a  most  awful  appearance ;  and,  indeed,  when  the 
flames  issued  with  so  much  tiiij^  the  greatest  care  was  taken  to 
prevent  their  extension  to  the  mill  and  the  other  surroimding 
buildings,  which  happily  succeeded  :  for  if  the  inhabitants  had  not 
so  exerted  themselves,  that  part  of  the  town  would  probably  been 
a  heap  of  ruins ;  this  remarkably  dry  season  being  much  against 
stopping  the  progress  of  the  fires. 

"  The  magistrates,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  mill  in  danger, 
immediately  ordered  out  the  Light  Horse,  quartered  here,  for  its 
further  protection,  and  thus  saved  that  valuable  manufactory 
from  being  destroyed ;  and  used  every  pacific  means  in  their  power 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  an  enraged  multitude ;  which  had,  at  last, 
the  desired  effect  for  that  night ;  for  those  workshops,  kc,^  which 
were  on  fire  were  suffered  to  bum  regularly  out,  and  they  blazed 
till  near  one  in  the  morning,  t 

"  In  the  morning,  however,  the  Royalists  did  not  disperse, 
but^  by  way  of  cooling  the  spirits  of  their  adversaries,  proceeded 
to  Uie  method  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this  account.      Ducking 

•  jm  imitation  of  the  French  oookide. 
t  IfcPwIionhiw^ifcl  hi!  ftoMon,  and  ob<>in6dco«ptnMtton  far  the  damage 
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and  pumping  became  the  order  of  the  day,  though  the  former  warn  **^^ 

most  generallj  resorted  to  on  this  occasion :  some  scouting  partini 
were  seized,  and  dragged  down  to  the  canal,  where  thej  underwent 
an  immersion  into  the  water,  and  made  to  sing  a  recantation  of 
their  Revolutionary  principles ! !  !*  At  any  rate,  we  woidd  not  wish 
to  have  it  understood  that  we  conclude  these  matters  to  be 
altogether  right — no,  we  should  be  novices  of  the  law  to  indulge 
that  for  a  moment — but  we  cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  per- 
sons who  have  so  suffered  have  drawn  down  the  wrath  of  a  loyal 
people  upon  them,  and  who  absolutely  courted  their  resentment-; 
for  to  see  men  rejoicing  at  their  country's  misfortunes  publicly, 
were  enough  to  fire  the  heart  of  Loyalty  to  madness — ^make  it  go 
beyond  the  laws,  and  adopt,  sometimes,  methods  irreconcilable  to 
peace  and  good  order. 

"  We  since  learn  that  the  arms  were  delivered  up  from  the 
mill,  into  the  care  of  the  magistrates,  as  weU  as  several  blunder- 
busses, canisters  of  shot,  slugs,  gunpowder,  and  other  reforming 
articles,  from  the  Plough  public-house,  the  windows  of  which 
were  entirely  demolished  by  a  justly  incensed  people." 

The  next  week's  paper  states,  "  We  are  extremely  happy  in 
having  it  in  our  power  to  say,  that  by  the  vigilant  and  unwearied 
exertions  of  Henry  Green,  £sq.,  our  chief  magistrate,  this  town 
has  remained  in  a  state  of  peace  and  good  order  during  the  whole 
of  the  week.  In  our  hurry  of  last  week's  account,  we  should 
have  stated  that  the  refugees  took  shelter  at  the  Plough  publio- 
house,  instead  of  Mr.  Denison's  mill." 

The  Rev.  George  Walker,  of  the  High-pavement  chapel,  has 
left  on  record  a  longer  and  more  circumstantial  account,  and  it  will 
be  perceived  from  the  following  extract  that  his  sympathies  were 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  Democrats. 

Mr.  Walker,  after  describing  the  tone  of  local  feeling  in 
several  previous  years,  proceeds, — "  Societies  were  instituted,  cal- 
ling themselves  *  Loyal,'  and  they  appointed  for  their  Secretaiy 
General,  an  itinerant  vagabond,!  who  had  found  it  necessary  to 
make  his  escape  from  a  place  where  he  was  better  known.  The 
miscreant  was  bedecked  with  a  livery ;  and  his  principal  employ- 
ment was  dealing  out  from  the  press  (for  the  press  was  so  then 
prostituted)  continual  lampoons  upon  all  who  dared  to  maintain 
an  independent  opinion ;  and  pointing  out  their  persons  as  the 
just  objects  of  popular  resentment  and  fury. 

**  This  conduct  was  continued  with  unbating  perseverance, 
and  two  countrymen,  coming  to  complain  of  some  outrage  they 
had  suffered  from  their  neighbours,  on  accoimt  of  their  diSering 
from  them  in  political  sentiment,  were  violently  taken  from  the 
place  where  the  county  magistrates  were  sitting,  and  conducted  to 
a  pump  just  at  hand,  where  they  were  completely  drenched,  and 


*  Jvidglag  by  his  notes  of  exclamation,  the  Journaliflt  evidently  viewed  the  ducking  m  a 
capital  Joke. 

t  The  man  thus  designated  was  named  Pilgrim,  and  thought  undoubtedly  clever,  wag 
compelled  to  write  lampoons,  and  sell  them  in  the  streets,  as  a  means  of  livii^f. 
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1794  RifferedeTeiy  other  spedes  of  insult  and  indigmtjywUc^ 

imagination  of  a  mob  could  suggest*  This  was  a  hint  that  could  not 
escape  the  penetrating  and  sagacious  mind  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  secretary ;  it  lost  none  of  its  importance  from  being 
amplified  and  enforced  bj  his  pen ;  in  short,  the  sun  of  loyalty  was 
now  approaching  fBSt  to  the  meridian,  where  it  was  to  drtntm  all 
inferior  objects  in  the  splendour  of  its  ray& 

**  It  had  been  the  custom  in  Nottingham,  for  several  weeks 
previous  to  the  month  of  July,  on  any  intelligence  in  favour  of 
the  Allied  Powers,  for  the  mail  to  enter  the  town  with  a  blue  flag, 
or  ornamented  with  blue  ribbons.  The  circumstance,  in  the  then 
state  of  the  public  mind,  was  peculiarly  calculated  to  excite  and 
foment,  amongst  the  poorer  class  of  the  people,  the  heat  of  party 
seal ;  and  to  induce  a  great  avidity,  in  both  parties,  to  obtain  the 
earliest  information  of  the  events  which  were  passing  on  the 
Continent.  Thus  stimulated,  both  parties  had  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  early  watching  the  arrival  of  the  mail ;  and  the  violence 
manifested  upon  many  occasions,  by  the  supporters  of  the  war, 
had  induced  those  who  disapproved  of  it  to  separate  themselves 
from  the  others,  to  avoid  insult  Indeed,  it  not  infrequently  hap- 
pened, that  the  arrival  of  good  news  produced  a  general  state  of 
diunkenness  and  disorderly  behaviour  all  over  the  town  amongst 
the  lower  orders  of  the  approvers  of  the  war ;  who  were  always 
ready  to  insidt  every  person  in  the  streets,  whom  they  knew  or 
suspected  to  be  of  opposite  sentiments  to  themselves. 

''  At  no  time  was  the  public  expectation  at  a  higher  pitch, 
at  which  it  had  been  held  for  a  day  or  two,  than  on  the  2nd  of 
July ;  the  supporters  of  the  war  were  on  the  turnpike  road  ready 
to  haul  in  the  mail ;  and  their  opponents  mounted  on  a  hill,  at 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distance,  [Siieinton-hill]  waiting  per- 
haps with  equal  anxiety.  The  arrival  of  the  mail  without  either 
fli^  or  ribbons  produced  in  those  who  so  eagerly  expected  them, 
that  sickness  of  the  heart  which  arises  from  hope  deferred.  Judg- 
ing by  their  own  feelings,  that  this  disappointment  would  prove 
a  matter  of  exultation  and  triumph  to  the  opposite  party,  they 
proceeded  to  the  hill  where  they  were  stationed,  and  immediately  on 
their  arrival  assailed  them, unprepared  for  such  a  combat, with  sticks, 
stones,  kc.  The  conflict  did  not  immediately  terminate,  but  fresh 
numbers  coming  to  the  aid  of  the  assailants,  the  oppressed  and  in- 
sulted party  were  glad  to  retreat,  and  he  was  a  happy  man  who 
escaped  without  marks  of  personal  violence. 


*  The  inhabitanta  of  Newthorpe  had  been  burning  an  effigy  of  Tom  Paine,  and  when 

I  to  a  smalf  ahopkecp 
ipply.     Lindley  declined «         „  . 

law  forbios  any  person  to  sell  powder  alter  tluit  time,  for  fear  of  accidents  by  fire.**    The 


night  came  on,  had  expended  all  their  ammunition.  Unwilling  to  discontinue  their  nwrt, 
they  applied  to  a  small  shopkeeper  in  the  neighbourhood,  named  Matthew  Lindley,  for  a 
freu  supply.    Lindley  declined  serving  them,  "because,**  said  he,  **Uie  sun  is  set,  and  the 


irritated  applicants  at  once  grossly  abused  him,  and  broke  hia  windows.  In  consequence  of 
this,  he  applied  for  legal  redress,  and  himself  and  some  of  Uie  offenders  were  ordered  to 
attend  before  the  magistrates,  at  the  White  Lion  inn,  which  was  then  their  usual  place  for 
titUng  in  petit  sessions ;  Mr.  Lindley  taking  his  brother  Robert  with  him  as  a  witness. 
Instead  of  obtaining  redress,  the  brothers  were  forced  into  the  centre  of  a  mob  in  the  inn 
yard«  and  were  from  thence  borne  into  the  Maricet-place,  loaded  with  almost  every  species 
of  indignitv.  Mr.  Walker,  however,  was  mistaken  in  inferring  that  both  ai  them  under^ 
went  the  abhxtoiy  process.  While  Robert  was  being  pumped  upon  in  front  of  the  Bichangg^ 
ths  other  had  ths  good  f ortuns  to  escape  into  a  shop  sn  toe  Long-row. 
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"  It  is  but  justice  to  the  mob  on  this  occasion  to  state^  that  1794 
the  before  mentioned  genius  of  iniquity  had,  the  day  preceding^ 
distributed  one  of  his  farragos  of  folly  and  falsehood,  to  irritate 
the  public  mind  to  some  inordinate  excess.*  This  conflict  took 
place  about  three  o'clock,  and  the  Mayor,  apprised  of  the  tumtdt, 
repaired  to  the  spot,  where  he  remained  a  tame  and  patient  spec- 
tator of  breaking  windows,  dragging  the  peaceable  inhabitants 
from  their  homes,  kicking,  beating,  rolling  them  in  the  mud, 
pumping  upon  them  and  ducking  them,  <fec.  When  the  first 
paroxysm  of  mobbish  fury  was  over,  his  worship  proceeded,  at  the 
head  of  their  high  mightinesses,  to  make  domicilmry  visits  in  search 
of  the  firearms  which  anyone  obnoxious  to  the  mob  might  keep 
for  his  protection.  It  was  the  gallantry  of  true-bom  Englishmen, 
disarming  a  fallen  foe.  Some  firearms  were  quietly  given  up,  and 
others  might  have  been  taken  at  their  peril. 

"  This  peaceful,  legal,  and  rational  amusement  continued  till 
after  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when,  weary  of  the  pursuit  of 
inferior  game,  they  determined  upon  searching  the  cotton  mill  of 
Mr.  Denison,  at  Pennyfoot-stile,  for  the  same  laudable  purpose  of 
seeking  for  concealed  arms.  Their  leader,  aware  that  the  arms  in 
this  place  would  not  be  concealed  at  the  approach  of  such  authority, 
very  prudently  (after  witnessing  the  dragging  of  another  unfor- 
tunate victim  to  be  ducked),  with  his  usual  apathy,  walked  home, 
leaving  the  mob  and  the  brave  defenders  of  the  null  to  settle  their 
dispute  as  they  were  able.  The  windows  of  the  mill  were  much 
demolished  before  young  Denison  remonstrated  with  the  mob,  and 
told  them  the  consequence  of  further  outrage.  Those  within  the 
mill  were  at  last,  however,  compelled  to  fire,  to  prevent  the  com-  ' 
pletion  of  the  most  horrid  threats,  not  only  against  the  mill,  but 
against  the  lives  of  its  protectors. 

**  Driven  to  a  distance  from  the  immediate  object  of  their 
fury,  the  mob  proceeded  to  pull  down  an  oak  fence,  belonging  to 
a  woodyard  adjoining,  and  to  set  fire  to  it,  and  the  wood  together; 
from  whence,  with  the  most  active  industry,  they  communicated 
the  flames  to  six  or  seven  adjoining  tenements,  the  mill  work- 
shops, <Src,  hoping  in  the  issue  to  reach  the  mill  itself.  After  a 
lapse  of  four  hours,  and  repeated  applications  to  the  Mayor,  Mr. 
Denison  procured  the  assistance  of  the  military,  who  lay  in  the 
Barracks  adjoining  the  town,  and  they  arrived  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  in  time  to  protect  the  engines  which  were  employed  to 
extinguish  the  flames,  the  leathern  pipes  of  which  had  been  re- 
peatedly, wantonly,  and  maliciously  cut.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
soldiers,  the  mob  was  dispersed,  and  the  flames  got  under,  with  no 
other  damage  than  the  destruction  of  the  outbuildings.     It  is 

*  Thia  production  was  headed,  "  The  Reformation  Pomp,**  and  it  exhorted  the  LoyBliitl 
to  hring  the  Jacobins  to  the  Exchange  pump,  that  they  might  be  '*  converted.**  It  concluded 
by  Uie  following  gentle  admonition:  "The  preaching  bookseller  and  the  atheistical  shoe- 
maker  in  Bridlesmith-gate  must  apply  in  time,  or  nothing  but  a  halter  will  effect  a  cure." 
Charles  Sutton,  a  bookseller,  and  a  local  preacher  amongst  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  and 
Mr.  Wheatley,  a  shoemaker,  who  afterwards  emigrated  to  Amerioa,  were  the  persom 
alluded  to.    They  however  kept  out  of  the  way,  and  escaped  the  threatened  infliction. 

2o 
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1794  melanoholy  to  relate  that  men,  whose  situation  in  life  commanded 
them  to  exhibit  a  good  example  to  their  inferiors,  were  seen  active 
in  this  diabolical  transaction. 

"  It  is  here  seen  that  even  Mr.  Denison's  respectability  (so 
well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nottingham)  could  not  protect 
him  from  popular  outrage,  because  his  conduct  ran  counter  to  the 
stream  of  popular  prejudice. 

'*  In  some  minds  we  find  a  disposition  to  remorse,  when  they 
find  themselves  the  authors  of  great  and  extensive  mischief ;  but 
our  redoubted  secretary,  like  old  Suwarrow,  *  contemplating  the 
glorious  havoc  that  his  brave  Kussians  had  made'  before  the 
suburbs  of  Warsaw,  issued  out  another  handbill,  commending  the 
glorious  havoc  which  hia  brave  rabble  had  accomplished,  and  en- 
forcing, as  a  cure  for  Jacobinism,  the  continuance  of  those  '  holy 
ablutions'  in  the  mud,  river,  <S^.,  which  were  ludicrously  styled 
*  baptism.'  The  principal  ofiiciatiiig  priest,  on  this  occasion,  was 
a  journeyman  butcher,  who  was  immediately  dubbed  with  the 
title  and  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  bishop  ;  we  presume  not  a 
dwerUmg  one,  as  there  is  an  absolute  certainty  that  he  was  never 
a  rumrjtiror, 

'*  The  mob,  anticipating  the  suggestions  of  their  humane  and 
benevolent  instructor,  recommenced  their  depredations  with  in- 
creased vigour  the  next  morning.  One  man  had  his  windows 
broken,  his  dwelling  entered,  and  a  great  part  of  his  goods 
destroyed,  and  otherwise  experienced  such  abuse  and  personal 
injury,  that  his  life  was  for  some  time  conceived  in  danger. 

"Having  no  rallying  point,  and  being  ignorant  of  their 
strength  and  numbers,  many,  who  believed  themselves  obnoxious 
to  popular  violence,  retired  to  the  neighbouring  woods  or  villages. 
Three  men,  who  were  at  Basford,  were  hunted  down  to  the  place 
of  their  concealment ;  where  the  dogs  once  got  the  scent,  they 
were  seldom  found  to  falter.  These  victims  of  their  resentment 
were  compelled  to  return  to  Nottingham,  with  paper  cockades 
affixed  to  their  hats  to  give  a  plausible  pretence  to  the  after 
tragedy ;  as  it  was  stated  that  they  were  found  with  this  mark  of 
distinction,  learning  the  military  exercise.^  In  this  manner  they 
were  led  through  the  town,  conducted  to  the  river,  and  there  meet 
inhumanly  ducked  and  beaten,  till  they  were  nearly  lifeless.  The 
mob  was  proceeding  to  tie  all  three  together  with  a  rope,  when 
the  appearance  of  a  constable  and  some  soldiern  put  an  end  to  the 
viUainous  mischief.  One  of  these  poor  fellows,  (John  Kelps,  a 
master  stockingmaker),  never  recovered  from  the  injury  he  met 
with,  and  survived  the  transaction  but  a  very  short  period.  He 
was  a  corpulent  man,  and  being  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  the  pro- 
tracted ducking  had  a  disastrous  effect. 

*  Though  the  individiials  mieht  not  have  been  exerdfdnK.  it  is  certain  that  some  of  the 
town  Democrate  were  in  the  habit  of  so  doiiif?,  as  they  alleg^  to  prepare  for  their  future 
defence.  They  usually  went  early  in  the  morning  to  Sneinton  Plain,  where  they  were  drUled 
by  a  retired  sergeant,  named  Robert  Brown,  who  was  subeequently  landlord  of  the  Dog  aDd 
Duck,  in  Chandler's-lane.  As  a  substitute  for  muskets,  they  used  sticks,  which  were 
■arcatticany  called  *'  wooden  guns.** 
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^*  Ducking,  pumping,  &c,  became  now  the  order  of  the  day,  1794 
and  those  who  lived  at  a  distance  from  Nottingham  will  scaroelj 
credit  the  relation,  that  such  outrages  were  continued,  under  the 
nose  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  for  upwards  of  four  days;  the 
unfortunate  victims  having  no  protection  offered  them,  than  being 
sent  to  gaol*  for  their  further  personal  security.  As  it  was  the 
fashion  to  imitcUe  French  principles,  a  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
was  established,  and  its  sittings  made  permanent ;  a  list  of  pro- 
scribed persons  lay  before  them,  and  the  mob,  upon  fininKiTig  one 
achievement,  referred  to  this  committee  for  instructions  for  the 
next.  The  president  of  this  committee,  though  destitute  of  the 
talents  of  either,  had  more  of  the  rough  bluntness  of  L^endre  than 
the  artful  hjrpocrisy  of  Robespierre.'' 

The  committee  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Walker  met  at  the  residenoe 
of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Hooton,  maltster,  Fisher-gate.  Mr. 
Hooton's  house  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
in  the  town;  it  was  constructed  almost  entirely  of  timber,  laths,  and 
plaster,  and  its  three  storys  projected  beyond  each  other  over  the 
street,  so  that  the  uppermost  was  considerably  the  largest.  It  was 
pulled  down  in  1843. 

Most  of  the  individuals  included  in  the  committee's  list  were 
ducked,  though  some  few  escaped  with  being  only  half-suffocated 
by  a  rolling  in  a  peculiarly  offensive  ditch  which  bounded  fields  on 
the  north  side  of  Coalpit-lane.  The  Leen  and  the  newly  formed 
canal  were  the  waters  dignified  by  the  name  of  "Jordan,"  where  the 
"  baptisms  by  immersion"  took  place.  Those  performed  by  "  sprink- 
ling," were  chiefly  at  the  Exchange  pump,  and  the  assistants  at  the 
ceremonial  generally  included  one  or  more  ladies  of  wide  spread 
reputation,  whose  peculiar  province  it  was  to  see  that  the  cooling 
process  was  properly  completed.     The  popular  distich  was, — 

We'll  pump  upon  them,  till  they  nnj^, 
Upon  their  kneee,  "  GKkI  save  the  Emg." 

June  18. — ^At  the  Theatre,  this  evening,  Mr.  Sidney,  while 
sustaining  the  character  of  Rundy,  in  the  humourous  farce  ol  The 
Farmer,  introduced  into  the  author's  text  the  following  pointed 
allusion  to  the  local  "baptisms:"  "They  told  me  at  Lunnon,"  he 
said,  with  assumed  ncdvetS,  "they  were  all  Jacobits  at  Nottei\jum, 
but  they'd  fund  a  way  to  cure  'em  ;  douzing  'em  with  pump  water 
had  ta'en  the  faver  off."  The  comedian  evidently  knew  the  temper 
of  his  audience,  and  the  coarse  allusion  was  received  with  roars  of 
laughtei*  and  applause. 

July  9. — ^A  man  named  Isaac  Rooke,  who  had  recently  been 
discharged  from  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  and  was  on 
his  way  to  Chesterfield,  was  found  in  a  field  near  Nottingham,  to 
all  appearance  perfectly  dead.  Assistance  being  procured,  he  was 
conveyed  to  St.  Peter's  church,  for  the  purpose  of  a  coroner's 
inquisition ;  but,  as  the  door  of  the  edifice  was  about  to  be  shut, 
it  was  thought  the  body  moved,  and  on  examination,  his  pulse  was 

# 

*  The  Tbwn  Oeol  waa  opened  m  a  place  of  refuge. 
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1794  found  to  beat  stronglj.  Being  taken  to  a  publio-hoiise,  he  was 
aoon  sufficiently  refreshed  to  resume  his  journey.  He  said  he 
was  subject  to  fits,  for  which  he  had  been  bled  many  times,  and 
that,  but  a  few  weeks  previous,  he  had  been  laid  in  a  coffin  pre- 
pu«<iye  to  interment,  but  was  providentiaUy  saved  from  being 
buried  alive  by  being  perceived  to  breathe.  To  prevent  so  dread- 
ful a  contingency,  he  subsequently  carried  in  his  pocket  a  cautionary 
document. 

September  10. — Installation  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  into 
the  office  of  Recorder.  The  members  of  the  Corporation  waited 
upon  his  Grace  at  the  Blackmoor's  Head  inn,  and  were  severally 
introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Green,  the  Mayor.  The  Duke  then 
accompanied  them  in  full  procession  to  the  Guildhall,  a  band  play- 
ing the  National  Anthem  along  the  route.  After  a  speech  from 
the  Mayor,  and  the  usual  administration  of  oaths,  his  Grace  spoke 
as  follows: — "Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — You  may  rest  assured 
I  shall  ever  bear  in  mind  the  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me 
by  electing  me  your  Becorder.  I  shaJl  ever  be  happy  to  render 
any  service  to  Uie  Corporation  and  town  of  Nottingham.  Some- 
thmg  having  been  said  touching  my  principles,  I  assure  you,  those 
I  was  bom  and  educated  in  I  have  not  deviated  from ;  but  when 
I  saw  the  country  in  danger,  I  stepped  forth  and  joined  the 
Administration,  to  serve  the  King  and  Constitution  of  these  king- 
doms to  the  utmost  of  my  power." 

Loud  cheers  broke  forth  from  every  quarter  of  the  Hall,  and 
the  procession,  reforming,  returned  to  the  Duke's  apartments  at 
the  inn,  where  the  members  partook  of  an  elegant  cold  collation. 
At  three  the  same  afternoon,  the  Corporation  and  .many  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  entertainment 
provided  by  his  Grace,  at  Thurland  Hall.  It  consisted  of  a  fine 
turtle,  1400)  weight,  four  fat  bucks,  fish,  a  profusion  of  game, 
and  every  luxury  that  nature  and  art  could  produce.  Pines, 
melons,  grapes,  the  finest  confectionery,  and  an  unlimited  supply 
of  ixones  of  the  best  vintages,  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  The 
Duke  remained  with  his  guests  till  a  late  hour.  His  Grace  left 
twenty  guineas  with  the  Mayor  to  provide  an  entertainment  for 
the  poor. 

September  19. — It  having  been  hinted  that  Sir  John  Warren 
might  be  expected  in  the  town,  en  route  for  Stapleford,  after  active 
and  successful  service  on  the  French  coast^  it  was  determined  by 
the  Loyalists  to  give  him  a  public  reception.  Accordingly,  Sir 
John  was  met  near  the  Trent-bridge  by  a  great  body  of  people, 
who  saluted  him  with  three  loud  cheers.  The  horses  were  then  taken 
from  his  carriage,  and  the  people  laying  hold  of  the  shafts,  and 
pushing  behind,  the  naval  hero  was  drawn  into  the  town  amidst 
the  acclamation  of  thousands,  preceded  b^  a  company  of  the 
Light  Horse,  twelve  sergeants  and  fixe  drummers  of  the  recruiting 
parties,  a  number  of  flags,  and  **  the  Cock  o'  th'  Blue,"  in  his  full 
bottomed  wig. 
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.  After  the  procession  had  been  round  the  Market-place,  Sir  1794 
John  alighted  at  the  White  Lion  inn,  and  partook  of  refreshment. 
The  people  continuing  to  crowd  round  the  inn,  the  gallant  hero 
addressed  them  from  a  window,  thanking  them  in  the  warmest 
terms  for  the  honour  they  were  conf eiTing,  and  assuring  them  that 
it  would  thenceforth  be  the  pride  of  his  life  to  deserve  well  of  hifi 
King  and  country.  The  procession  then  reformed,  huzzas  rent 
the  air,  the  bells  rang,  blue  streamers  and  cockades  were  displayed 
without  number,  flags  of  the  same  colour  were  mounted  on  the 
church  towers,  and  thus  accompanied  by  the  utmost  demonstratians 
of  esteem,  Sir  John  was  conducted  out  of  the  town. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Thomas  Gaunt  elected  Mayor, 

October  3. — The  Grentlemen  Yeomanry  of  the  Town  Troop 
had  a  grand  field  day.  Their  number  was  sixty-seven,  and  in  th^ 
evening,  Ichabod  Wright,  Esq.,  their  Captain,  gave  them  a 
sumptuous  entertainment  at  Thurland  Hall. 

Troops  of  Volunteer  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  of  which  the  above 
mentioned  was  one,  were  common  throughout  the  country.  In 
Nottinghamshire  there  were  four  troops,  viz.,  the  Town,  of  which 
I.  Wright,  Esq.,  was  Captain,  and  W.  It.  Middlemore,  Esq., 
Lieutenant;  the  Retford,  of  which  A.  H.  Eyre,  Esq.,  was  Captain ; 
the  Mansfield,  commanded  by  William  BooUiby,  Esq. ;  and  the 
Newark,  under  the  command  of  John  Denison,  Esq.  A.  £L 
Eyre,  Esq.,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  of  the  whole 
corps,  and  W.  Boothby,  Esq.,  of  Edwinstowe,  the  Major. 

Each  of  the  troops  or  divisions  was  to  include  not  less  than 
fifty,  nor  more  than  eighty  men,  and  the  Nottingham  was  decidedly 
the  best  appointed  and  most  effective,  the  men  being  generally 
young  and  light,  and  the  horses  handsome  and  active.  The  Mans- 
field division  was  the  least  so.  The  corps  was  sustained  by  a 
county  subscription  on  a  most  extensive  scale.  The  leading 
nobility  gave  £300  each,  and  the  gentry  proportionate  sums.  In 
Nottingham  itself,  the  annexed  were  part  of  the  list  of  contribu- 
tions :— J.  Wright,  £50,  L  Wright,  £50,  J.  Sherwin,  £10,  Rev. 
J.  Bigsby,  £5,  G.  Burbage,  £5,  John  Vezey,  £10,  T.  Smith,  £21, 
C.  Laimder,  £50,  J.  Morris,  £50,  Dr.  J.  Storer,  £10,  J.  Sherring, 
£20,  C.  Huthwaite,  £10,  J.  Beardmore,  £10,  H.  Parker,  £21,  J. 
Wilkinson,  £20,  Marlow,  Stubbin,  «fc  Co.,  £10,  Jas.  Hooley,  £10, 
T.  Mettam,  £10,  T.  Boote,  £10,  R.  Hepstinstall,  £20,  Rev.  C. 
Wyld,  £10,  Rev.  Sir  R.  Kaye,  Bart,  £25,  Mrs.  Butler,  £20,  Mr. 
T.  Rawson,  £21,  J.  Winrow,  £21,  L.  Lowe,  £10,  J.  Hardwick, 
£10,  T.  Frost,  £21,  Rev.  Dr.  Haines,  £21,  John  James,  £10,  the 
Radford  Cotton  Company,  £63,  J.  Jarman,  £5,  W.  Trentham,  £5, 
and  an  immense  number  of  others. 

October. — The  Rev.  Richard  AUiott  elected  pastor  of  the 
Independent  church  and  congregation  woi'shipping  in  Castle-gate, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Plumbe,  deceased,  after  a  vacancy  of  three 
years.  Mr.  Alliott,  who  for  nearly  forty-six  years  sustained  the 
office  above  mentioned,  was  bom  at  Coventry  in  1769,  where  his 
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1794  father  was  pastor  of  a  Congregational  church.  At  a  suitable  age, 
he  entered  on  the  ministerial  office  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  where 
he  remained  till  he  removed  to  Nottingham.  When  chosen  pastor 
there  were  only  forty-one  members  -in  the  church,  but  between 
then  and  the  period  of  his  death  769  were  received.  In  1828, 
his  eldest  son  (the  Kev.  R.  Alliott,  LL.D.,  the  late  Theological 
.  Tutor  of  the  Congregational  Academy  at  Plymouth)  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  ministry,  and  was  ordained  co-pastor  in  1830. 
Mr.  Alliott  died  in  April,  1840,  and  was  interred  in  a  vault  in 
the  yard  of  the  meeting-house  on  the  following  Friday,  on  which 
occasion  the  Rev.  James  Qawthome,  of  Derby,  officiated.  In  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  a  suitable  discourse  was  delivered  by 
the  Kev.  Joseph  Gilbert,  to  a  numerous  auditory ;  and  on  the 
following  Sabbath  additional  funeral  sermons  were  preached  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Qawthome  and  the  Rev.  W.  Pickering.  Few  minis- 
ters of  the  (xospel  have  been  more  generally  or  deservedly  esteemed. 
The  whole  course  of  his  ministry  was  eminently  evangelical,  and 
an  agreeable  and  intellectual  variety  distinguished  hii»  ministra- 
tions. 

November  3. — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Regiment  of  Militia, 
after  an  encampment  of  six  months,  near  Danbury  in  Essex, 
went  into  winter  quarters  at  thirteen  villages  in  the  northern 
part  of  that  county,  of  which  Baintree  and  Becking  were  the 
dhiel 


1795. 

1795  January  19. — A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Exchange 

Room,  to  promote  a  subscription  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  who 
weie  suffering  from  the  conjoint  influence  of  a  deficiency  of  em- 
ployment and  the  extraordinary  rigour  of  the  season.  About 
XI,  200  was  subscribed.  Tickets  for  sixpenny  worths  of  bread 
were  for  some  weeks  afterwards  freely  distributed,  by  a  committee 
which  sat  every  Thursday  at  the  Exchange,  and  the  bakers  who 
honoured  them  were  required  to  write  upon  each  the  name  of  the 
person  from  whom  they  received  it.  On  appointed  days  the 
tickets  were  exchanged  for  cash. 

The  activity  of  the  recruiting  parties  at  this  period  and 
subsequently  was  particularly  great.  Besides  five  or  six  for  r^- 
ments  of  tiie  line,  there  were  others  for  local  corps.  Every 
possible  inducement  to  enlist  was  held  forth.  The  Loyal  Not- 
tinghamshire Fencible  Foot  commanded  by  Colonel  O'Connor, 
offered  a  bounty  of  eight  guineas,  with  a  guarantee  that  recruits 
should  not  be  drafted  nor  sent  on  foreign  service.  The  Prince  of 
Wales'  Loyal  Leicester  Fencibles,  commanded  by  Colonel  Parkyns, 
offered  **  the  most  glorious  opportunity  since  the  world  began,  to 
all  fine  spirited  fellows  :**  recruits  were  to  serve  at  home  "  only" 
during  the  war,  and  were  to  receive  "  a  most  liberal  bounty." 
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Major  Newton's  Corps  of  Infantry,  offered  "  great  encoura^ment  1795 
to  all  gentlemen  volunteers,  free,  able,  and  willing  to  serve  his 
Majesty,  King  George  the  Third,  and  very  large  bounties."  This 
Major  Newton  resided  at  Bulwell  House,  and  the  head-quarters 
of  his  regiment  was  th^  Blackmoor's  Head.  Substitutes  for 
Militiamen  and  recruits  for  the  Yeomanry  were  also  eagerly  and 
continually  sought  after. 

Exertions  equally  great,  though  on  a  less  extensive  scale, 
were  put  forth  to  obtain  men  for  the  navy.  The  Navy  Act  com- 
pelled the  authorities  of  every  parish  in  the  county  to  provide  a 
certain  number  of  men,  and  the  overseers  were  acctustomed  to  offer 
bounties  for  volunteers.  In  St.  Mary's,  as  an  instance,  the  placard 
ran  thus  :  **Grod  save  the  King,  and  success  to  the  Navy  !  Rouse! 
Bouse !  To  ^rms !  To  Arms !  Conquest  leads  the  way  !  All  bold 
and  daring  Bobin  Hood's  men,  who  are  known  to  be  brave  and 
true,  have  an  unexampled  opportunity  to  make  their  fortunes  with 
prize  money ;  also  the  honour  of  enrolling  themselves  with  the 
bravest  seamen  in  the  world,  the  British  tars  of  Old  England ! ! ! 
A  bounty  of  twelve  guineas  to  each  dashing  hero,  to  serve  in  his 
Majesty's  Boyal  Navy,  which  rides  triumphant  on  the  seas,  and 
dares  the  Gallic  foe  to  combat  #  ♦  ♦ 

As  Robin  Hood's  men  are  known  to  be  good  marksmen,  brave, 
and  true,  the  admiral  may  appoint  them  all  to  serve  in  frigates, 
when  they  are  certain  to  make  their  fortunes  to  a  man.  Now  or 
Never,  as  only  few  are  wanted — no  time  iti  to  be  lost  at  this 
glorious  opportunity,  or  they  will  lose  it  for  ever.  *  * 

As  a  further  encouragement,  every  gentleman  volimteer  will  receive 
a  handsome  Royal  undress  navy  uniform,  hat,  jacket,  trowsers,  &o. 
All  able  bodied  men  who  wish  to  enter  into  this  noble  service, 
immediate  application  may  be  made  to  Mr.  Sturt,  Black  Horse, 
Stoney-street ;  Mr.  Howard,  Wheeler-gate ;  or  to  Mr.  Shackleton, 
at  the  Barley  Mow,  Narrow-marsh ;  where  each  loyal  hero  will  be 
honourably  received,  kindly  entertained,  and  enter  into  present 
pay  and  full  allowance." 

Febnuiry  9. — One  of  the  most  remarkable  floods  in  this 
neighbourhood  commenced  this  day,  owing  to  the  breaking  up  of 
a  frost  which  had  continued  without  intermission  from  the  24th 
of  December.  The  frost  was  so  intense  as  to  freeze  up  the  Trent 
as  low  as  Gainsborough,  and  was  accompanied  by  immense  and 
frequent  descents  of  snow.  When  the  thaw  took  place,  it  was  so 
excessively  rapid  that  there  was  not  a  valley  in  the  counties  of 
Stafford,  Derby,  or  Nottingham  that  was  not  the  channel  of  a 
river,  the  current  of  which  carried  along,  with  irresistible  impetu- 
osity, vast  sheets  of  ice  and  half-melted  snow,  posts,  rails,  timber, 
sheep,  SiCy  into  the  Trent  The  river  consequently  swelled  so 
inordinately  that  its  overflow  entered  the  lower  parts  of  the  town, 
and  inflicted  great  damage.  The  inhabitants  of  Narrow-marsh  in 
particular  were  made  prisoners  in  their  houses  during  two  days 
and  nights,  the  water  being  upwards  of  three  feet  deep  in  some  ci 
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1 795  them,  and  the  consequent  loss  so  severe  that  a  public  subscription 
had  to  be  raised  to  mitigate  the  distress  it  occasioned.  When 
at  its  greatest  altitude,  Uie  water  was  two  feet  ten  inches  higher 
than  any  flood  previously  on  record.  In  addition  to  the  damages 
in  the  Marsh,  the  newly  built  houses  in  the  Meadow-plats  were 
invaded  by  the  insidious  element^  and  their  inhabitants  put  to  the 
rout ;  the  canal  banks  were  washed  in  in  several  places ;  many 
cattle,  horses,  and  sheep  perished,  including,  at  West  Bridgford 
alone,  nineteen  beasts  and  thirty  is^eep,  and  at  Wilford  and  Len- 
ton  nearly  400  sheep ;  the  new  Ten-arch  bridge  in  the  Meadows  was 
rendered  useless;  and,  in  short,  the  scene  the  Trent  itself  presented, 
bearing  down  in  its  mighty  stream  horses  and  sheep,  haystacks 
and  trees,  and  farm  produce  of  all  kinds,  was  amply  sufficient  to 
show  the  imprecedented  extent  of  the  calamity,  lliis  flood  is  es- 
timated to  have  been  about  14  in.  higher  than  the  flood  of  1852, 
and  10  in.  higher  than  that  of  October,  1875. 

February  25. — National  fast-day,  by  command  of  the  King. 
The  Nottingham  Troop  of  Grentlemen  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  the 
Inniskillen  Dragoons,  Colonel  O'ConnelFs,  Colonel  Parkyns's,  and 
Colonel  Newton's  Loyal  Fencibles  went  in  grand  pit>cession  to 
Divine  service  at  St.  Mary's. 

Mwrch  13. — ^Trial  and  condemnation  of  David  Proctor, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Kooke,  on  very  clear  and  satisfeu^ry  evidence, 
for  committing  a  rape  on  the  person  of  Charlotte  Waters,  his 
daughter-in-law,  who  was  scarcely  ten  years  of  age.  On  receiving 
the  admonition  of  the  judge,  to  prepare  for  death,  without  indulg- 
ing in  any  expectation  of  human  mercy,  Proctor  exclaimed,  "  Tlus 
is  real  murder  !''  He  was  hung  on  the  25th,  and  was  attended  at 
Gkdlows-hill  by  a  Baptist  minister,  who  assisted  him  in  his  devo- 
tions. To  the  last,  he  denied  his  guilt,  and  died  asserting  his 
entire  innocence.  Apparently,  he  was  very  devout.  Proctor  was 
36  years  of  age,  and  lived  in  Broad-marsh.  He  was  a  native  of 
Sheffield,  and  by  trade  a  razor  grinder.  His  body  was  interred 
in  St.  Mary's  church-yard. 

March  14. — Joseph  Campbell  and  Nathaniel  Crisp  were  tried 
and  convicted  at  the  Town  Hall,  for  riot  and  assault  The  indict- 
ment set  forth  that  the  prisoners,  with  others,  on  the  2nd  of  the 
previous  July,  did  illegally  enter  and  search  houses,  break  windows, 
and  drag  persons  (the  prosecutors,  Marriott  and  Duckmanton, 
amongst  the  number)  to  certain  pumps  and  waters,  where  they 
were  half  drowned,  and  nearly  suffocated  with  mud,  and  otherwise 
beaten  and  cruelly  treated.  They  were  fined  a  shilling  each,  and 
ordered  to  be  imprisoned  six  calendar  months,  and  until  the  fine  be 
paid. 

April  18. — ^This  evening  (Saturday),  in  consequence  of  the 
assemblage  in  the  Market-place  of  a  large  mob,  with  the  avowed 
intention  of  sacking  the  Shambles,  the  Kiot  Act  was  publicly  read 
and  the  Yeomanry  called  out.  By  their  diligent  exertions  during 
four  hours,  seconded  by  the  Dragoons  from  ti^e  Barracks,  thirteen 
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of  the  ringleaders  were  apprehended,  and  the  tranquility  of  the   1795 
the  town  restored     This  disturbance  led  to  the  introduction  of  a 
row  of  stalls,  for  country  butchers,  extending  along  the  north  side 
of  the  Exchange.     The  Mayor  authorised  them  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  better  supply  of  meat,  and  a  spirit  of  competition. 

May  17. — Died,  at  his  seat  at  Sunning-hill,  Berkshire,  Thos. 
Fjrnes  Pelham  Clinton,  third  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Colonel  of  the 
17th  Dragoons,  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Nottinghamshire,  bom 
July  1st,  1752.  His  death  was  occasioned  by  the  rupture  of  a 
blood  vessel  under  the  operation  of  an  emetic.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  eldest  son,  John  Pelham,  born  January  3,  1785. 

June  4. — The  King's  birthday  was  again  celebrated  with  greftt 
display.  The  flags  ornamented  the  towers  of  the  churches,  and  bon- 
fires were  as  numerous  as  ever,  and  the  figure  of  the  blind  goddesB 
on  the  Exchange  was  decorated,  as  last  year,  with  blue  silk  robes. 
The  Loyal  Nottinghamshire  Fencibles,  being  now  stationed  at 
Doncaster,  marched  to  the  Race-course,  and  after  forming  a  square^ 
and  piling  the  drums,  the  regimental  colours  were  laid  thereon 
and  consecrated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bastal,  chaplain  to  the  regi- 
ment, who  preached  a  sermon  on  the  occasion. 

June  6. — Died,  at  Wei  bourn,  after  a  few  hours  illness,  John 
Storer,  Gent.,  of  Nottingham.  He  was  an  eminent  preacher 
amongst  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  had  twice  made  a  tour  over 
the  American  continent.  His  age  was  71,  and  Ms  remains  were 
interred  in  the  burial-ground  in  Walnut-tree-lane. 

June  19. — ^The  Loyal  Nottingliamshire  Fencibles  march  from 
Doncaster  for  Bai*ton,  Lincolnshire. 

July  14. — The  Nottinghamshire  Yeomanry  Cavalry  (com- 
prising the  Nottingham,  Newark,  Retford,  and  Mansfield  troops), 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Eyre,  drew  up  in  front  of  the 
Exchange,  in  Nottingham  Market-place,  to  receive  their  colours. 
The  troops  had  previously  formed  in  Sneinton  field,  from  whence 
they  had  marched  to  the  appointed  place.  The  windows  of  the 
Exchange  being  filled  by  ladies  of  the  first  rank  and  fashion,  and 
the  spacious  area  by  an  immense  crowd  of  spectators,  and  the  day 
remarkably  fine,  the  scene  was  bright  and  joyous.  Charles 
Pierrepont,  Esq.,  (afterwards  Earl  Man  vers),  M.P.  for  the  county, 
presented  the  royal  standard,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Lumley  Saville, 
and  Thomas  Webbe  Edge,  Esq.,  presented  the  provincial  standard, 
in  the  name  of  Lady  Warren.  The  presentation  addresses  were 
as  follows : — 

Mr.  Pierrepont  said, — "  Gentlemen,  next  to  the  honour  of 
being  your  Representative,  I  know  no  greater  than  being  deputed 
to  present  you  this  standard,  whicli  comes  from  the  hands  of 
beauty,  and  \b  consigned  to  those  of  honour.  If,  as  Englishmen, 
and  Nottinghamshire  men,  the  name  of  Saville  was  dear  to  us 
before,  it  will  now  be  doubly  so.  May  your  laurels  be  ever  en- 
twined with  myrtle ;  and  may  the  conduct  of  the  corps  be 
irreproachable  and  meritorious  as  that  of  its  Commander/' 

2d 
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1795  Mr.   Edge's  address  was  equally  short  and  pointed.      He 

odd, — "Gentlemen,  in  presenting  you  the  provincial  standard, 
allow  me  to  recall  to  your  memory,  that  in  the  unnatural  rebellion 
in  1745,  the  only  county  corps  that  served  in  quelling  it  was 
raised  in  this  province.  Where  they  served  is  known  to  every 
one ;  how  they  served  is  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
and  I  trust,  in  its  gratitude.  The  lady  in  whose  name  I  have  the 
honour  to  present  you  this  ensign  is  the  daughter  of  a  general 
officer  of  (fistinguished  reputation,  and  the  wife  of  one  who  is 
serving  his  country  at  this  moment,  with  the  greatest  zeal, 
activity,  and  success.  May  the  present  Warren  prove  the  future 
Howe !" 

After  other  formalities,  the  consecration  of  the  standards, 
their  delivery  to  the  cornets,  <feo.,  the  troops  were  conducted  to  the 
Forest,  and  went  through  a  variety  of  evolutions.  A  grand 
entertainment  at  Thurland  Hall,  a  fashionable  ball  at  the  Assembly 
Rooms,  and  a  brilliant  display  of  fireworks  in  the  Market-place, 
served  to  render  the  day  additionally  memorable. 

The  Journal  of  this  date  gives  the  subjoined  description  of 
the  colours  of  the  regiment : — "  The  Royal  standard  was  of  the 
most  superb  workmanship,  being  crimson,  very  richly  embroidered 
with  the  Royal  arms  on  both  sides.  Devices  :  at  one  comer,  a 
white  horse,  embroidered  ;  at  the  other,  N.  Y.  C.  surrounded  with 
rose  and  thistle. 

"The  provincial  Standard  was  peculiarly  elegant,  and  the 
devices  admirably  chosen.  The  ground,  buff  silk  (the  facing  of 
the  regiment) ;  in  the  centre,  G.  R.  with  a  crown  very  richly  em- 
broidered, roses,  wheat  ears,  and  the  olive  branch  entwined.  At 
one  comer,  the  arms  of  the  county ;  at  another,  implements  of 
husbandry,  bound  up  with  flowers ;  at  the  opposite  comers, 
martial  trophies,  with  a  bow  and  quiver,  on  which  was  embroidered 
*  Robin  Hood.'  Over  the  crown,  on  a  garter  blue  silk  label,  were 
the  words,  *  lAbertas  siih  rege  pid'  (Liberty  under  a  religious  King), 
in  letters  of  gold  spangles  :  underneath,  a  similar  label,  with  the 
words,  ^Conguges,  Liberi,  et  PeimteSy  (Our  wives,  our  children,  and 
our  household  gods). 

"  On  the  reverse,  an  oak  tree  with  golden  acorns,  ivy  creeping 
up  the  stem,  and  at  the  root  of  it  the  word  *  Shirewood.*  On  one 
side  of  the  tree,  the  arms  of  the  county  :  on  one  point  of  the 
swallow  tails,  martial  trophies ;  on  the  otlier,  implements  of  hus- 
bandry. Above  the  oak  tree,  a  label,  on  garter  blue  silk,  had  the 
words,  ^Et  Decus  et  Tutartien,^  (Honour  and  defence);  and  under- 
neath a  similar  label,  with  the  words  *  Nottinghamshire  Volunteer 
Cavalry ;'  the  whole  edged  with  silver  fringe,  and  tassels  richly 
ornamented  with  silver  and  buff  silk,  and  was  a  performance  of 
the  most  beautiful  embroidery." 

JuUf  23. — The  only  prisoner  for  trial  at  the  town  assizes  was 
a  young  woman  named  Ann  Meekings,  who  was  convicted  of 
stealing  a  bit  of  lace  edging  from  the  shop  of  Messr&  Swann, 
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Long-row.     Mr.  Justice  Buller,  in  the  usual  terms,  sentenced  her   1796 
to  be  hung.     She  was  so  violently  affected,  that  she  screamed  for 
•everal  minutes  most  piteously.     She  was  afterwards  reprieved^ 
and  her  sentence  commuted  into  a  few  weeks  imprisonment  and 
hard  labour  in  the  Town  Gaol. 

Jvly. — The  price  of  corn  was  such,  wheat  selling  at  100a  a 
quarter,  that  bread  could  not  be  procured  by  the  working  classes 
without  great  difficulty.  "The  assize  of  bread,"  set  by  the  Mayor, 
provided  that  the  eighteenpenny  loaf  should  weigh  51b.  4oz.  6dr. 
Not  being  able  or  willing  to  trace  an  effect  to  its  cause,  the  suffer- 
ing classes  attributed  their  privation  to  the  "extortionate''  bakers; 
and  on  the  20th,  a  large  mob,  consisting  principally  of  women, 
went  from  one  baker's  shop  to  another,  set  their  own  price  on  the 
stock  therein,  and  putting  down  the  money,  took  it  away.  They 
were  permitted  to  pursue  this  course  for  several  hours,  but  the 
bakers  becoming  very  clamorous  for  protection,  the  authorities  at 
length  interfered,  and  the  riot  was  subdued  by  the  assistance  of 
the  military  from  the  Barracks,  and  the  Gentleman  Troop  of 
Yeomanry,  who  jointly  scoured  the  streets  till  midnight. 

The  Loyal  Nottinghamshire  Fencibles  removed  this  month  to 
man  the  garrisons  in  the  island  of  Guernsey. 

William  Henry  Cavendish  Bentinck,  third  Duke  of  Portland, 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county. 

Augiut  4,  5,  6. — The  races  fixed  for  these  days  were  singularly 
unproductive  of  sport.  On  the  first  day,  the  King's  purse  of  100 
guineas  was  walked  for  over  the  course  by  Mr.  Hutchinson's 
Constitution ;  and  for  the  Four-year-old  plate  there  was  no  race, 
only  one  horse  being  entered.  The  second  day  produced  but  two 
competitors  for  the  Three-year-old  plate,  which  was  taken  with 
the  greatest  ease,  at  one  heat,  by  Mr.  Milbank's  Sober  Eobin ;  and 
the  Hunter's  sweepstakes  were  taken  by  Mr.  Lumley's  Mischief 
beating  Mr.  Ichabod  Wright's  Draper  with  almost  equal  facility. 
On  the  third  day,  for  the  Aged  plate  there  was  no  race  for  want 
of  horsea  So  that  of  tlie  hve  races  advertised  to  take  place  in 
the  three  days,  but  which,  according  to  modem  custom,  would 
barely  have  been  enough  for  one,  there  were  only  two  heats. 

September  1. — All  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  12th  Regi- 
ment of  Light  Dragoons,  and  Lieutenant  Middlemore  and  Comet 
Hadden,  of  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  were  presented  by  the  Cor- 
poration with  the  freedom  of  the  town,  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
their  meritorious  exertions  in  quelling  the  riot  of  July. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Benjamin  Hombuckle  elected 
Mayor. 

October  8. — Death  of  Andrew  Eippis,  D.D.,  F.R.S,,  and  A.S.y 
%i  native  and  burgess  of  Nottingham,  aged  70  years.  This  eminent 
man  was  bom  in  1725.  His  father,  Robert  Kippis,  was  a  hosier 
in  the  silk  trade,  as  was  likewise  a  brother.  His  father  dying 
whilst  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  in  his  boyhood,  he  went  to 
reside  with  his  grand&ither  at  Sleaford,  and  received  his  classical 


208  THE  NOTTINGHAM  DATE-BOOK. 

1795   education  at  the  grammar  school  of  that  town.     He  took  up  his 
freedom  in  1747. 

In  1741,  having  re«)lved  to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry, 
he  removed  to  Northampton,  and  commenced  his  academical 
studies  undei*  Dr.  Doddridge.  After  a  residence  of  five  years  at 
the  academy,  he  settled  as  a  Dissenting  minister  at  Boston,  in 
1746,  and  in  November,  1750,  accepted  the  charge  of  a  congre- 
0Ettion  at  Dorking,  in  Surrey.  In  1753,  the  congregation  in 
Prinoes-street,  Westminster,  chose  him  as  their  minster,  and  in 
the  September  following,  he  married,  and  fixed  his  residence  there. 
He  continued  the  pastor  of  the  church  upwards  of  42  years.  In 
June,  1767,  Mr.  Kippis  received,  unsolicited,  the  degree  of  D.D. 
from  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  elected  F.A.S.,  March 
19,  1778,  and  F.RS.,  June  17,  1799,  and  was  of  the  Council  of 
both  societies. 

Dr.  Kippis  united  that  knowledge  of  men  and  books  which 
rendered  his  conversation  unusually  interesting  and  delightful ;  and 
as  a  minister  he  was  eminent  for  his  profound  acquaintance  with 
Scripture  and  every  branch  of  theology.  His  sermons  were  re- 
markable for  perspicuity,  elegance,  and  energy ;  while  his  elocution 
was  unaffected  and  impressiva  He  possessed  from  nature  superior 
powers  and  strength  of  mind,  and  these  he  had  cultivated  with 
vigour  and  success.  He  laboured  almost  incessantly  with  his  pen. 
His  improved  edition  of  Dr.  Doddridge's  lectures  is  a  work  of 
great  value ;  and  '*  The  History  of  Knowledge,  Learning,  and 
Taste  in  Great  Britain,''  prefixed  to  the  new  Annual  Register, 
was  received  by  the  literary  world  with  deserved  applause.  But 
the  work  which  engaged  the  principal  attention  of  Dr.  Kippis  and 
by  which  he  is  chiefly  distinguished  as  an  author,  is  the  edition  of 
the  ^^Biographia  Britannicaf^  published  under  his  supervision. 
In  this  great  national  undertaking,  which,  to  tlie  reproach  of  our 
literature,  remains  in  an  unfinished  state,  are  developed  the  com- 
prehensiveness and  varied  powers  of  his  mind,  the  correctness  of 
his  judgment,  the  vast  extent  of  his  information,  his  indefatigable 
researches  and  unremitting  industry,  his  peculiar  talent  of  appre- 
ciating the  ments  and  analysing  the  labours  of  the  most  eminent 
writers,  and  his  unshaken  integrity,  unbiassed  fidelity,'and  impartial 
decision  on  the  characters  of  the  philosopher,  statesman,  poet,  and 
divine.  His  style  in  this  work  is  remarkably  distinguished  for  its 
elegance  and  purity,  and  gives  a  peculiar  lustre  to  the  rich  stores 
of  knowledge  he  imparted. 

Dr.  Kippis  was  guardian  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Tayler, 
minister  of  High-pavement  chapel,  in  this  town ;  and  from  his 
instructions  it  was  that  Mr.  Tayler  derived  that  rich-toned,  full 
elocution,  for  which,  as  a  public  speaker,  he  was  so  much  distin- 
guished. 

The  political  opinions  of  the  Doctor  would  at  the  present  day 
be  thought  of  an  ultra  character.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  of   the   Society  of  the 
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FriendB  of  the  People,  and  of  the  Revolution  Society,  and  was  1795 
oonaequentlj,  in  the  common  parlance  of  the  day,  a  Jacobin. 

Xovember  18. — About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  experienced  a  severe  shock  of  an  earthquake ;  it 
was  preceded  by  a  noise  resembling  thunder,  and  its  duration  was 
about  ten  seconds.  The  shock  was  sufficientlv  violent  to  make  the 
bells  of  the  churches  emit  loud  tones,  as  well  as  to  overthrow  a 
number  of  chimneys,  and  cause  many  affirighted  inhabitants  to  rush 
out  of  their  houses.  The  weather  that  evening  had  been  remark- 
ably serene: 

December  5. — Died,  at  his  residence  in  Bellar-gate,  Mr.  Jokai 
Arnold,  in  his  69th  year.  This  individual  was  very  eccentric.  He 
was  possessed  of  a  small  independancy,  and  having  nothing  better 
to  do,  mixed  v\ery  freely  with  public-house  society.  For  small  bets 
on  any  disputed  point  he  had  a  particular  partiality,  but  invariably 
persisted  in  holding  the  stakes  himself.  Hence  arose  the  once 
common  inquiry  when  a  bet  was  proposed,  "  Who  shall  be  Johnny 
Arnold  f  i.e..  Who  shall  hold  the  stakes  ? 

December  16. — A  most  desperate  attempt  to  escape  from  the 
County  Gaol  was  made  this  morning,  by  John  Hewitt,  who  had 
been  lodged  there  for  stealing  a  horse.  On  his  attempt  being  dis- 
covered, after  he  had  got  over  the  wall  and  jumped  down  into  the 
area,  before  he  could  be  secured  he  made  ineffectual  attempts 
to  commit  suicide,  by  stabbing  himself  repeatedly  with  a  penknife. 
The  felony  having  been  committed  near  Manchester,  Hewitt  was 
subsequently  removed  to  Lancaster  Craol,  where  he  was  tried  and 
executed. 

The  Oastle,  which  up  to  about  this  date  had  been  the  occa- 
sional residence  of  the  Dukes  of  Newcastle,  appears  to  have  been 
now  totally  deserted  by  its  noble  proprietor.  Throsby,  in  his  History 
of  Nottinghamshire,  published  this  year,  says:  "Within  the  Castle 
I  found  nothing  to  attract ;  the  pictures,  whidi  once  adorned  the  walls 
of  the  apartments,  are  removed,  and  the  chief  of  the  furniture.  There 
remains  only  some  starved  tapestry  in  some  of  the  rooms  that  re- 
quires notice.  In  the  State  bedroom  I  judge  it  to  be  most 
excellent.  I  remember  being  shown  a  state  bed  in  this  apartment 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  said  to  have  been  slept  on  by  Queen 
Anne ;  but  that  has  journeyed  hence,  prol)ably  to  return  no  more. 
Some  of  the  rooms  I  found  occupied  by  a  Miss  Kirkby  :  lately,  a 
part  of  the  Castle  was  used  as  a  boarding  school." 

A  few  years  later,  a  correspondent  of  the  Gentlemen* 8  Afag€h 
zine,  no  bad  authority  on  topographical  and  antiquarian  subjects, 
made  the  following  remarks : — "  It  is  now  many  years  since  a 
Duke  of  Newcastle  made  any  lengthened  stay  wiljiin  the  walls  of 
Nottingham  Castle.  At  the  time  it  was  noticed  in  The  Beauties 
of  Enyland  and  Walee^  about  twenty  years  since,  it  was  inhabited 
by  two  ladies,  in  separate  tenements.  The  rooms  were  of  nobla 
dimensions,  and  furnished  in  a  half-modem  style.  Li  the  draw- 
ing-room, which  commanded  an  extensive  prospect,  wei'e  heavy 
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1795  yelyet  curtains,  and  cabinets  of  the  time  of  Louis  XIY.  The 
dining-room  and  the  suite  adjoining  were,  perhaps,  the  most 
ancient  in  the  house.  They  were  adorned  with  some  good  family 
pictures,  sevei-al  of  them  inserted  in  the  panels,  the  heavy  carved 
work  of  which  served  them  as  frames.  The  staircase  was  a  fine 
specimen  of  English  oak  and  stone  work ;  but  most  of  the  pictures 
which  had  at  one  time  adorned  it  were  removed.  One  or  two 
ancient  helmets  remained,  as  well  as  the  long  rolls  of  the  genealogy 
of  its  noble  possessor ;  but  amidst  these  relics  of  the  past  there  was 
no  attempt  to  introduce  modem  art  or  comfort  An  air  of  deser- 
tion pervaded  the  entire  building.'' 


1796. 

1796  Februcvry  2. — Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  Bart,  attended  at 

the  Guildhall,  to  receive  the  freedom  of  the  town. 

This  occasion  called  forth  all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  populace, 
who  determined  to  give  the  gallant  admiral  another  right  hearty 
reception.  Accordingly,  the  day  was  ushered  in  by  the  ringing 
of  bells,  afi&xing  the  flags  on  the  towers,  <Scc.  At  eleven,  the 
Nottingham  troop  of  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry  proceeded  from  the 
Market-place  with  their  provincial  colour  unfurled,  as  far  as 
Lenton,  accompanied  by  a  band  of  music,  the  various  recruiting 
parties,  and  an  immense  body  of  spectators,  among  whom  was 
Admiral  Shirley  in  a  phaston  and  pair  of  prancing  steeds.  Sir  John, 
on  meeting  the  procession,  was  received  with  a  full  military  salute, 
the  band  struck  up  ^^  See  the  conquering  hero  comes,"  the  specta- 
tors, most  of  whom  had  either  blue  rosettes  or  sprigs  of  laurel, 
gave  loud  cheers,  and  when  the  naval  hero  had  proceeded  as  far  as 
the  Sand-hills,  they  took  the  horses  from  his  carriage,  and  drew  it 
into  the  town. 

"  The  number  of  i>eople,"  states  the  record,  "  was  beyond  all 
calculation  on  their  arrival  in  the  Market-place,  who,  we  may  say, 
to  a  man,  greeted  Sir  John  with  the  most  lively  and  reiterat^ 
plaudits  to  the  Town  Hall,"  where  Mr.  Coldham,  in  the  name  of 
the  Mayor,  presented  him  with  the  town's  freedom.  Being  recon- 
ducted into  the  Market-place,  where  the  Yeomanry  were  drawn  up 
in  a  hollow  square.  Sir  John  and  Capt.  Wright  delivered  compli- 
mentary speeches,  and  after  he  had  again  been  drawn  by  the  populace 
round  the  Market-place,  and  received  the  greetings  of  ladies  from 
nearly  every  window,  he  alighted  at  the  White  Lion,  and  the 
assemblage  dispersed. 

In  ^e  evening,  at  the  expense  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  five 
hogsheads  of  ale  were  given  away  at  various  public-houses. 

April. — The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  stationed  at  Hull. 

April  25. — It  having  being  rumoured  that  Mr.  Gervase  Smart, 
baker,  of  this  town,  had  hoarded  up  a  large  stock  of  com,  with  a 
view  of  raising  its  price,  a  number  of  persons,  who  thought  that 
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wheat  was  already  sufficiently  high,  778.  per  quarter,  assembled  about   *  •  ^'^ 
his  house,  and  after  abusing  him  in  unmeasured  terms,  broke  his 
windows,  and  threatened  to  pull  down  the  premises. 

After  the  magistrates  had  exei*ted,  though  ineffectually,  all 
the  influence  they  possessed,  to  induce  the  mob  to  disperse,  the 
Yeomanry  and  a  company  of  the  12th  Light  Dragoons  were 
ordered  out,  and  behaved  with  great  coolness,  notwithstanding 
the  insults  and  taunts  heaped  upon  them.  Not  succeeding,  how- 
ever, after  parading  the  streets  several  hours,  in  persuading  the 
people  to  retire  to  their  habitations,  they  received  the  word  of 
command  to  flre.  To  their  humanity  be  it  recorded,  they  dis- 
charged their  pieces  so  that  only  one  person  was  injured,  and  that 
was  a  youth  whom  a  bullet  struck  in  the  heel.  Several  of  the 
mob  were  then  arrested,  and  the  rest  made  a  precipitate. flight.    . 

May  4. — The  12th  Dragoons  left  the  town,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded at  the  Barracks  by  six  troops  of  the  Clydesdale  Fencible 
Cavaliy. 

The  Jowmal^  in  its  remarks  on  prevailing  fashions,  states, — 
'*  The  havX  ton  of  female  head-dress,  is  to  truss  up  a  dark  cropped 
nob  in  a  kind  of  golden  cabbage  net.  For  morning  dress,  a  Caro- 
line wrapper,  tied  with  a  large  cotton  cord  at  the  waist  (where  the 
wrapper  would  be  as  wide  as  at  any  other  part),  the  peasant  bon- 
net, tied  under  the  chin ;  a  small  mob  cap  under  the  bonnet ;  and 
a  muslin  pelisse,  that  serves  to  wear  either  as  a  dress  or  cloak. 
Thus  the  absolute  law-giver.  Fashion,  decreeii  tliat  a  female  waist 
is  unnecessary,  and  in  consequence,  the  most  grotesque  flgurea, 
for  ALL  forms  adopt  the  same  dress,  still  continue  to  be 
exhibited." 

May  26. — Death  of  John  Bilby,  Gtent.,  grandson  of  the 
founder  of  "Bilby's  Hospitals." 

This  person  was  particularly  well  known,  no  less  by  his 
eccentricities,  than  from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  the  editor 
of  the  Jotirrud,  For  nearly  fifty  years  was  he  seen  at  the  print- 
ing-office, certain  hours  every  day,  regularly  at  his  post,  and  never 
received  or  asked  for  one  i^rthing  remuneration,  having  rendered 
this  extended  service  solely  from  a  love  of  the  employment. 
And  what  is  equally  surprising,  though  he  had  several  poor  relar 
tions,  one  of  whom  was  blind  and  destitute,  he  bequeathed  the 
whole  of  his  property  to  Mr.  George  Burbage,  the  proprietor 
of  the  paper  on  which  he  had  st)ent  nearly  the  whole  of  hia 
life. 

May  26. — ^Election  of  members  for  the  town,  arising  from  a 
dissolution  of  Parliament.  The  candidates  were,  Bobert  Smith, 
Esq.  (Whig),  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.  (Tory),  and  Peter  Cromp- 
ton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  of  Derby  (Badical).  The  latter  candidate  was 
nominated  by  John  Wright,  Esq.,  who  had  himself  been  requested 
to  stand,  but  declined  the  honour.  At  the  close,  on  the  third 
day,  the  result  was  thus :  Mr.  Smith,  1210;  Mr.  Coke,  1069;  Dr. 
Crompton,  561. 
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1796  "This  contention,"  says  Blackner,  "arose  out  of  the  political 

events  of  the  day,  which  then  split  the  country  into  Actions ; 
Whig  and  Tory  both  changing  sides,  according  as  they  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  love  of  freedom,  or  the  fear  of  losing  their  property: 
the  French  Revolution  was  an  object  of  admiration  to  one  part 
of  the  people,  and  of  terror  to  another.  Mr.  Smith  having  been 
induced  (as  was  generally  believed)  by  his  private  friendship  with 
Mr.  Pitt^  to  join  the  war  party,  many  of  his  old  friends  deter- 
mined to  oppose  him ;  and  Dr.  Crompton  was  prevailed  upon  to 
be  the  instrument  in  their  hands.  It  was  not  Mr.  Smith,  properly 
speaking,  that  they  opposed,  but  the  war." 

The  contest  was  attended  by  repeated  disturbances  and  break- 
ing of  windows.  At  its  close,  the  rankling  hostility  broke  forth 
violently.  The  friends  of  Dr.  Crompton  were  anxious  to  escort 
him  out  of  the  town,  on  his  way  to  Derby,  to  protect  him  as  much 
as  possible  from  personal  insult  and  injury,  it  having  been  hinted 
that  several  hundred  Loyalists,  who  had  demolished  the  windows 
of  the  Blackmoor's  Head  inn,  where  the  Doctor  had  been  staying, 
intended  following  up  their  exertions  by  giving  him  **a  drubbing." 
The  Democrats,  to  repel  force  by  force,  concealed  upon  their  per- 
sons short  truncheons,  some  of  which  were  charged  at  the  upper 
end  with  lead,  and  thus  secretly  armed,  sallied  forth,  with  the 
Doctor  in  their  midst.  The  collision  commenced  in  the  narrow 
part  of  Chapel-bar,  where  the  Loyalists,  eager  for  the  fray,  rushed 
upon  their  opponents.  One  side  being  well  provided  with  weapons, 
and  the  other  but  indifferently  so,  the  conflict  in  the  Bar  was 
short,  and  the  Loyalists  fled  to  the  Three  Horse  Shoes  tavern,  a 
little  way  up  the  hill,  with  the  intention  of  arming  themselves 
more  completely,  and  punishing  "the  Jacobins."  In  a  very  few 
seconds  the  Democrats  broke  every  pane  on  the  premises,  and  as 
the  tavern  could  not  contain  a  twentieth  part  of  those  who  rushed 
towards  it,  the  engagement  recommenced,  and  was  continued  with 
augmented  numbers,  till  the  Doctor  was  conveyed  unhurt  beyond 
the  Sand-hills,  and  then  suffered  to  pursue  his  journey  in  peace. 
Words,  however,  can  scarcely  convey  an  idea  of  the  desperate 
nature  of  the  conflict.  Palisades  were  torn  up,  stones  were  pro- 
jected, and  the  injury  to  life  and  limb  was  excessive.  The  rout  of 
the  Loyalists  was  complete,  and  the  Democrats  looked  upon  the  day 
as  one  of  the  proudest  in  their  lives. 

June  7. — Election  for  the  county.  The  late  members  having 
retired,  Lord  William  Bentinck  (Whig),  and  Evelyn  Pierrepont^ 
Esq.,  (Tory),  were  chosen  as  their  successors.  The  chairing  was 
particularly  gay.  Lord  William  Bentinck's  chair  was  covered 
with  white  satin  and  yellow  silk  ribbons ;  and  the  chair  of  his 
ooUeague,  Mr.  Pierrepont,  was  entirely  covered  with  blua  The 
customary  practice*  of  suffering  the  people  to  destroy  the  diain 
was  observed  sooner  than  was  usual  or  altogether  pleasant ;  but 
both  the  members  succeeding  in  reaching  tiheir  respeotiTe  ilill% 
without  either  insult  or  injury. 
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About  three  o'clock,  the  honourable  gentlemen  and  their  1706 
friends  dined  together  in  the  greatest  apparent  friendshipi  at 
Thurland  Hall. 

JwM  22. — Mr.  Smith,  M.P.,  banker,  elevated  to  the  dignity 
of  an  Irish  Baron,  under  the  title  of  Lord  Carington. 

August  13. — ^As  a  number  of  workmen  were  engaged  in  pulling 
down  the  Ten-arch  bridge  on  what  is  now  termed  the  Flood-road, 
preparatory  to  the  raising  of  the  present  structure,  the  old  bridge 
having  been  rendered  unserviceable  by  the  great  flood  of  '95,  a 
lamentable  accident  took  place.     The  contractor  for  the  works 

Sohn  Bradshaw,  Crent,  of  Old  Sneinton,  the  &ther  of  the  late 
r.  Job  Bradshaw,  of  the  J&wmcd  office),  and  a  number  of  his 
men,  were  standing  upon  the  second  and  third  arches,  employed 
in  demolishing  the  first.  No  sooner  had  it  given  way,  than  the 
two  next  fell  in  also  with  a  most  fearful  cra^  precipitating  Mr* 
Bradshaw  and  his  men,  with  extreme  violence,  into  the  cavities 
filled  with  water  beneath.  Three  of  the  workmen  were  buried  in 
the  fallen  mass ;  the  contractor  and  the  others  fortunately  escaped 
with  a  few  bruises.  The  bodies  of  two  of  the  sufferers,  James 
Barnes  and  Thomas  Smedley,  were  soon  extricated  from  the 
ruins,  but  life  was  wholly  extinct.  The  remains  of  the  third, 
John  Scott,  could  not  be  found  till  the  next  day,  though  dra^ 
were  made  use  of,  and  eveiy  possible  effort  put  forth.  In  the 
morning,  a  steam-engine,  which  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose 
of  throwing  out  the  water,  to  enable  the  bricklayers  to  get  at  the 
foundations,  was  set  to  work,  and  in  course  of  die  afternoon,  the 
body  was  found. 

The  scene  of  this  melancholy  occurrence  drew  together  a 
large  crowd  of  spectators,  upon  whom  there  seemed  to  rest  an 
awful  sensation  of  terror.  The  juiy  at  the  Coroner's  inquest 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  occurrence  was  purely  accidentaL 
An  Act  of  Parliament,  beanng  date  the  19th  day  of  May, 
1796,  had  been  obtained,  entitled  "An  Act  for  raising,  maintain- 
ing, and  keeping  in  repair,  the  road  from  the  north  end  of  the  Old 
Trent-bridge  to  the  west  end  of  St.  Mary's  church-yard,  by  the 
way  of  Hollow-stone,  in  the  town  of  Nottingham ;  and  for  ereot- 
ing  and  maintaining  such  and  so  many  flood  bridges  upon  the 
said  road,  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  off  the  flood  water; 
and  for  widening  and  improving  the  entrance  to  the  town." 

August  26. — ^The  Mayor  and  Magistrates  issued  an  official 
notice,  in  which  they  stated  that,  "  the  disposition  to  tumultuous 
excesses  which  they  observe  to  be  extremely  prevalent  in  the  town 
(notwithstanding  the  repeated  public  declarations  of  their  abh<»^ 
renoe  of  it),  compels  them  to  put  a  period  to  proceedings  which, 
exciting  terror  and  alarm  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  most 
respectable  inhalntasts  of  the  town,  must  receive  the  condemna- 
tion  of  every  ratioiial  friend  to  its  peace  and  tranquility.  It  is 
tberatae  tbobr  iletiiminalJan  to  take  away  the  license  from  every 
pstliil^  >^  fROved  to  entertain  company  in  it  after 

2s 
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1796  eleven  o'clock  at  night;  and  thej  request  that  all  masters  of 
ftunUies  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  keep  their  servants  and 
apprentices  within  doors  at  an  early  period  of  the  evening.'' 

Political  differences  ran  so  high  as  to  lead  to  frequent  per- 
sonal collisions,  especially  in  an  evening,  under  the  influence  of 
Sir  John  Barleycorn.  The  minds  of  tJbe  working  classes  had 
but  recently  been  awakened  to  the  importance  of  studying  their 
social  and  national  position,  and  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered, 
that  in  the  new-bom  zeal  after  truth,  and  the  warlike  spirit  of 
the  times,  differences  of  opinion  should  lead  to  overt  acts  of  per- 
sonal hostility. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  William  Howitt  entered  upon 
the  office  of  Mayor  a  third  time. 

October  4. — ^The  Clydesdale  Fencibles  succeeded  at  the  Bar- 
racks by  the  Royal  Irish  Horse  Guards,  or  3rd  Dragoons. 

On  the  23rd  two  troops  of  the  Dragoons  left  for  London, 
and  were  succeeded  by  two  of  the  Somersetshire  Fencible 
Cavalry. 

In  the  following  month,  the  Essex  Fencible  Cavalry  marched 
into  the  town  for  the  winter. 

Novefmber, — ^The  extraordinary  exertions  to  place  the  country 
in  what  was  thought  a  sufficient  state  of  defence  against  the 
anticipated  French  invasion,  still  continued.  In  addition  to  re- 
cruiting parties  for  the  regiments  already  specified,  another  local 
corps  entered  the  field.  The  government  had  given  permission  to 
James  Murray,  Esq.,  of  the  90ih  Begiment,  to  raise  a  corps  of 
one  thousand  men,  "  all  brave  and  spirited  volunteers,"  of  which 
he  was  to  be  Major  and  Commandant,  under  the  designation  of 
''The  Loyal  Nottinghamshire  Foresters."  The  head-quarters  was 
Mr.  Edenborough's,  the  New  'Change. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  extravagant  misrepresentations  held 
forth  to  recruits  entering  regiments  of  the  line,  the  local  news- 
paper supplies  the  following  evidently  satirical  address,  said  to 
iiave  been  given  by  an  English  officer  : — '*  I  will  lead  you  into  a 
country  where  the  rivers  consist  of  fine  nut  brown  ale— where  the 
houses  are  built  of  hot  roast  beef — and  the  wainscots  papered 
with  pancakes.  There,  my  boys,  it  rains  plum-pudding  every 
Simday  morning — the  streete  are  paved  with  quartern  loaves — and 
nice  roasted  pigs  run  about,  with  knives  and  forks  stuck  in 
their  rumps,  crying  out,  *Who  will  eat  mel  Who  will  eat 
meP" 

Several  hundred  of  our  townsmen  entered  "  the  National  De- 
fence Force,"  which  consisted  of  60,000  men,  embodied  all  over 
the  country,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  resisting  any  French 
invasion.  The  persons  enrolled  were  only  liable  to  be  cedled  out 
and  exercised  within  their  own  counties  for  the  space  of  twenty 
days,  unless  in  the  event  of  an  actual  invasion,  or  the  immediate 
expectation  of  one ;  and  the  nature  of  the  service  rendered  tiie 
corps  decidedly  popular. 


THB  NOTTIKOHAM  DATB-BOOK.  216 

December  29.— Death  of  the  Key.  Thomas  Hanby,  at  his  1796 
residence  adjoimng  Hockley  chapeL  A  tablet  to  his  memory 
records  that  he  was  "  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  Lord's  Supper 
among  the  Methodists ;  from  whom  bigotry  and  human  policy  had 
long  withheld  that  privilege."  He  died  in  the  64th  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  43rd  of  his  ministry. 

John  Barber,  Esq.,  of  Bilborough,  near  Nottingham,  a  gentle- 
man who  is  said  to  have  "spent  a  fortune  of  ^50,000  in  mechanismi 
and  in  permitting  knaves  to  impose  on  his  credulity,"  obtained 
a  patent  for  making  double-lap  stocking  stitch-work  upon  the  warp 
frame.  From  the  article  produced  by  this  invention  being  as 
stout  as  a  blanket,  when  made  of  good  worsted,  and  being  without  the 
property  inherent  in  that  article  of  contracting  in  size  after  beinfl 
wet,  Mr.  Barber  conceived  the  idea  of  converting  it  into  sailorar 
jackets,  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  warmer  and  more  pliable 
than  those  in  general  usa  He  applied  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  the  jackets  were  adopted  in  the  navy ;  and  the 
sailors  who  fought  at  Trafalgar  were  clothed  in  the  manufectnie 
of  Nottinghamshire. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Darker,  an  industrious  and  respectable  needle- 
maker  of  Nottingham,  built  about  this  period  the  first  house  of 
what  is  now  called  New  Eadf ord. 

Up  to  this  time  there  was  an  ordinary  stile  leading  into  a 
field  near  the  site  of  the  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  inn.  Between 
this  stile  and  Kadf ord  old  church,  now  the  seat  of  a  dense 
population,  there  was  nothing  to  meet  the  eye  but  fields  and 
gardens. 

Blackner,  in  his  EListory  of  Nottingham,  gives  the  subjoined 
graphic  description  of  a  visit  he  made  at  this  period  to  the  Peverel 
Gaol  at  Lenton.  He  says,  "  Shortly  after  the  writer  of  these 
pages  became  a  resident  in  Nottingham,  he  went  with  a  friend 
one  morning  in  February,  to  see  what  havoc  stem  winter  had 
made  in  the  Coffee-house  gardens  at  Lenton,  which  had  been 
represented  to  him  as  a  kind  of  Paradise  in  the  summer  season ; 
being  unconscious,  at  that  time,  that  one  of  the  most  wretched 
mansions  of  human  misery  stood  within  their  precincts.  Several 
robins  were  fluttering  upon  the  keenly  frozen  snow,  in  quest  of 
scattered  crumbs ;  and  a  blackbird,  all  shivering  with  cold,  was 
hopping  from  spray  to  spray — ^the  wind  whistled,  and  bleak,  from 
the  north-east,  the  angry  blast  blew.  While  walking  in  pensive 
admiration,  his  ears  were  stricken  with  the  sound  of  a  human 
voice,  the  tremulous  cadence  of  which  bespoke  the  anguish  of 
the  bosom  whence  it  came.  These  were  the  words  which  it 
uttered :  '  God  bless  you,  master !  pray  relieve  a  poor  prisoner, 
famishing  for  want  of  food,  and  trembling  with  cold !'  A  clap  of 
thunder  would  not  have  made  so  deep  an  impression  on  the 
memory — death  alone  can  remove  that  impression  from  the  heart. 
Hastily  turning  about,  a  man  appeared  peeping  through  a  hole  in 
ft  imKfy  wikh  a  beard  of  four  weeks'  growth  upon  his  fsyce,  whidh 
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1796  was  otiberwiae  haggard  and  meagre — ^his  eye-balls  glaring  with 
anxiety,  and  his  body  sparingly  dad  with  filthy  rags.  What  1  a 
prison  in  a  pleasure-garden!  was  the  first  exclamation  that 
piresented  itself.  And  pray  what  is  your  offence  my  poor  man  and 
what  are  your  means  of  subsistence  ?  *  My  offence,'  replied  the 
victim,  'is  that  of  running  25&  in  debt,  when  my  family  was 
nearly  perishing  with  hunger,  during  last  year's  famine  (1795), 
and  which  I  have  no^  be^  able  to  pay ;  and  my  means  of  sub- 
sistenoe  (while,  with  a  look  which  was  half  sarcastic  and  half 
expressive  of  his  sufferings,  he  pointed  towards  a  pump),  my 
means  of  subsistence  are  all  within  that  weU,  except  a  few  scraps 
which  the  keeper  pleases  to  give  me  for  cleaning  his  knives  and 
shoes.'  What  1  is  it  to  be  borne  that,  in  what  is  called  a  land  of 
liberty,  a  human  being  is  to  be  incarcerated  within  four  walls, 
without  bread,  and  without  fire  f  '  That  is  aXL^  replied  the 
prisoner,  still  pointing  towards  the  pump ;  '  and,  as  my  wife  and 
children  are  now  supported  by  the  parish,  not  one  of  them  can 
oome  near  me,  to  cheer  me  with  a  smile.' " 


'    1797. 

1797  Febfruofry, — ^The  suspension  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of 

England  produced  in  Nottingham,  in  conmion  with  other  parts  of 
the  country,  very  disastrous  effects.  It  occasioned  the  stoppage 
xA  immense  numbers  of  frames  for  want  of  cash  to  go  on  wi^, 
nor  could  the  ordinary  business  of  the  town  be  carried  on  until 
the  local  bankers  issued  a  quantity  of  seven  shilling  tickets. 

Febrwvry, — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia,  after  being  quar- 
tered a  short  time  at  York,  removed  to  Market  Weighton,  Brid- 
lington, Driffield,  Hornsea,  and  adjacent  places,  to  be  ready  to 
repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy  on  that  part  of  the  coast 

April  4. — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Provisional  Cavalry  (a  regi- 
ment distinct  from  any  hitherto  mentioned)  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham,  and  of  the  hundreds  of  Bingham,  Kushcliffe,  and  the 
south  division  of  Broxtowe,  assembled  near  the  Eace  Stand,  '<  to 
be  mustered  pursuant  to  Act  of  Parliament."  Of  105  names 
called  over,  103  were  responded  to. 

April  4. — ^An  accident  attended  the  departure  of  the  Pem- 
broke Fencible  cavalry  from  the  Barracks  in  the  Park.  A  quantity 
of  loose  gunpowder  in  an  open  cask,  and  a  number  of  cartridges 
in  a  bag,  had  been  placed  in  the  barrack  master's  office,  and  acci- 
dently  taking  fire,  blew  the  roof  off  and  greatly  damaged  the 
adjoining  store-room.  The  barrack-sergeant  was  nearly  killed, 
but  his  son,  who  was  with  him,  though  blown  with  great  force 
against  the  officers'  house,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  yards,  was 
comparatively  uninjured. 

AprU  10. — A  public  meeting,  called  togetfier  \ff  Mr.  John 
Fellows,  of  the  Hig^-pavement,  Mr.  Wm.  Smp* 
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Mr.  John  Wyer,  Castle-gate,  Mr.  T.  Rawson,  St.  James's-street^  1797 
Mr.  Charles  Homer,  of  the  Exchange,  Mr.  Thos.  Simpson,  Qoose- 
gate,  and  Mr.  Francis  Bestow,  Hounds-gate,  and  attended  by 
about  four  thousand  persons,  was  held  before  the  Malt  Cross,  in 
the  Market-place,  to  petition  the  Eling  for  the  removal  of  his 
Ministers,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  peace.  Mr.  Fellows  was  called 
upon  to  preside,  and  a  resolution  embodying  the  purport  of  the 
meeting  was  moved  by  Mr.  F.  Wakefield%nd  Mr.  Robt  Davison, 
and  unanimously  adopted.  The  petition  received  five  thousand 
signaturea 

On  the  20th,  the  Corporation  agreed  to  a  similar  memorial 

Augtut  2. — John  Milner,  aged  47  years,  was  tried  at  the 
County  Hall,  before  the  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.  Ashhurst,  Knt.,  on  a 
charge  of  stealing  three  cows,  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Yessey, 
of  Rufford,  and  being  found  guilty,  received  sentence  of  deadi. 

An  unfortunate  incident  attended  his  execution  on  the  16th. 
He  had  hung  a  few  seconds,  when  the  knot  of  the  rope  gave  way, 
and  he  fell  heavily  to  the  ground.  Upon  being  raised  up,  and 
the  preparations  for  his  suspension  commencing  afresh,  he  seemed 
painShilly  conscious  of  his  situation,  and  exclaimed,  ''My  Qod, 
this  is  hard  work  !''  Either  from  the  inefficiency  of  the  haiigman, 
or  some  cause  unexplained,  several  minutes  elapsed  ere  the  prelimi- 
naries were  re-adjusted ;  and  it  was  not  until  a  ropemaker  named 
Gk)dber  pushed  the  blundering  funtionary  aside,  and  tied  the  man 
up  himself,  that  the  cart  was  a  second  time  driven  away.  The 
execrations  of  the  spectators  at  the  executioner  were  very  loud 
and  general 

Milner  was  a  native  of  Eakring,  and  was  a  very  stout,  broad- 
set  man,  nearly  six  feet  in  height  His  body  was  buried  the  same 
day  in  St  Mary's  church-yard. 

September, — A  Mr.  Eedfem  commenced  running  a  packet- 
boat  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  twice  a  week,  between 
Nottingham  and  Cromford.  The  fsixe  was  5s.  best  cabin,  and  3s. 
second  best  Passengers  were  taken  to  Leicester,  in  a  similar 
boat,  first  room,  5s.,  second,  2s.  6d.,  starting  from  Mr.  Maddock's, 
the  Navigation  Tavern. 

September  27. — Colonel  Williams,  of  the  Marines,  who  had 
lived  in  Nottingham  some  time  with  a  recruiting  party,  was  acci- 
dentally drowned.  He  was  taking  his  customary  morning  ride 
along  the  hauling-path  on  the  bank  of  the  Trent,  in  Beeston 
Meadow,  and  was  endeavouring  to  open  a  double-gate,  when,  in 
backing  his  horse,  the  animal  slipped  down  the  l^nk,  and  both 
were  carried  into  the  river.  The  horse  swam  to  the  side  and  got 
out,  but  the  Colonel  perished.  His  remains  were  interred  in  St 
Mary's  church. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Joseph  Lowe  re-entered  upon 
the  office  of  Mayor. 

October  3. — Lord  Carington,  M.P.,  being  elevated  to*  the 
1^ig>i*h  Peerage,  a  vacancy  arose  in  the  representation  of  the  town. 
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1797  October  10. — ^The  Eev.  Thomas  Trueman,  Qenend  Baptist 

minister  at  Quomdon,  and  a  native  of  Nottingham,  was  acci- 
dentally killed  by  a  horse  running  against  him  in  the  dark,  about 
a  mile  from  Loughborough.  He  was  30  years  of  age,  and  was 
buried  at  Quomdon. 

October  16. — ^News  arrived  of  Admiral  Duncan's  great  victory 
over  the  Dutch  fleet.  The  enthusiasm  of  former  days  had  sub- 
sided, and  almost  the  only  public  demonstrations  of  joy  was  given 
by  the  Scots  Greys,  then  stationed  here,  who  fired  three  volleys 
in  the  Market-place,  and  at  night  illuminated  the  Barracks. 

Novefniber  11.— Sir  J.  B.  Warren  (Tory)  elected  member  for 
the  town,  without  opposition. 

December, — Radford  and  Lenton  inclosures  having  appropri- 
ated parts  of  the  Race-course,  a  public  subscription  was  opened 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  one,  within  the  town  limits.  The 
Duke  of  Portland  contributed  100  guineas,  Mr.  Pierrepont,  M.P., 
50,  Mr.  R  L.  SaviUe  50,  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  M.P.,  25,  and  Mr. 
Foljambe  10. 

December, — A  pauper  died  in  St.  Mary's  workhouse  who  had 
resided  in  it  a  considerable  time,  and  had  always  been  regarded  as 
a  male  and  the  father  of  a  family,  several  illegitimate  children 
having  been  sworn  to  Atm,  who,  on  being  laid  out,  was  found  to 
be  most  ummstakeably  a  woman  !  She  had  formerly  figured  on 
the  tur^  under  the  cognomen  of  "  Jockey  John,"  and  had  been  a 
groom  in  the  service  of  Sir  Harry  Harpur. 

Decetnber  28. — At  half-past  eleven  p.m.,  a  thermometer 
(Fahrenheit's)  placed  by  Mr.  Hancock  on  the  Tinker's  Leen-bridge, 
four  feet  above  the  ground,  indicated  the  temperature  to  be  three 
degrees  below  zero.  One  of  the  coldest  nights  of  which  we  have 
any  record. 

The  Canal  from  the  river  Trent  to  Grantham  was  opened 
this  year. 

The  Butt-dyke  (Park-row)  was  appropriated  as  building 
ground. 

The  body  of  Nonconformists  known  as  the  Methodist  New 
Connexion,  originated  this  year,  in  a  secession  from  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists.  As  Nottingham  was  one  of  the  principal  centres  of 
the  agitation,  it  is  necessary  to  present  an  outline  of  the  leading 
causes  of  the  disruption. 

During  the  life  of  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley,  all  the  preachers  and 
societies  were  under  his  authority  and  control.  The  preachers 
were  his  assistants,  and  the  members  his  spiritual  children ;  and 
though  the  community  became  very  numerous,  to  the  end  of  his 
protracted  career  he  continued  to  exercise  supreme  authority. 
Many  of  the  preachers,  trustees,  and  other  friends,  who  had 
suffered  their  dissatisfaction  with  this  state  of  things  to  give  way 
imder  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Wesley's  unsullied  oharacter  and 
venerable  age,  fully  expected  that  after  his  death  the  ^^^irtitptfam 
of  the  community  would  be  adapted  to  the  requiremenyi  ^^^ 
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they  deemed  to  be  Christian  freedom  and  enlightened  policy ;  but  1797 
finding  that  instead  of  the  rule  of   Mr.  Wesley,  they  had  the 
equally  objectionable  sway  of  an  irresponsible  Conference,  com- 
posed entirely  of  preachers,  their  dissatisfaction  acquired  intensity 
and  strength. 

Among  other  catises  were, — the  refusal  of  the  Conference  to 
permit  the  members  to  participate  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  except  when  administered  by  a  clergyman  ordained  by  a 
Bishop  of  the  Established  Church ;  the  rejection  of  memorials  for 
the  redress  of  grievances ;  the  expulsion  of  the  Bev.  A.  Kilham, 
one  of  the  "reform"  leaders,  &c. 

But  the  cause  which  more  directly  appealed  to  the  minds  of 
the  seceders  in  Nottingham,  was  the  unsatisfactory  control  exer- 
cised over  financial  matters.  The  preachers,  they  alleged,  though 
incessantly  collecting  money  for  Connexional  purposes,  never  by 
right,  and  seldom  even  by  courtesy,  submitted  their  accounts  to 
"lay  inspection."  One  case  is  cited  as  an  illustration.  In  1791, 
the  superintendent  of  the  circuit,  the  Bev.  J.  Moon,  collected  a 
large  subscription  to  provide  the  preachers'  houses  in  Hockley, 
which  had  been  recently  built,  with  suitable  furniture.  No  account 
being  rendered,  and  the  principal  friends,  in  the  course  of  private 
conversation,  ascertaining  that  they  had  contributed  much  more 
liberally  than  the  altered  appearance  of  the  houses  denoted,  felt  it 
their  duty  to  respectfully  invite  an  explanation,  assuming  that 
Mr.  Moon  had  either  expended  the  money  with  a  sad  want  of 
discretion,  or  that  part  of  it  had  been  diverted  to  other  objects. 
The  only  reply  they  could  extort  was,  "Brethren,  I  am  alone 
responsible  to  God  and  the  Conference." 

When  the  division  took  place,  the  number  of  members  in  the 
Nottingham  circuit  was  1,400 ;  and  in  the  town  society,  600.  Of 
the  latter,  320,  including  a  majority  of  the  trustees,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  influential  and  wealthy,  went  with  the  seceders, 
and  retaining  possession  of  the  chapel  in  Hockley,  left  the  Con- 
ference party  without  a  place  of  worship.  The  members  in  the 
country  places  for  the  most  part  discountenanced  the  movement. 

"  The  Old  Methodists,"  as  they  began  now  to  be  called  in 
contradistinction  to  the  "  New,"  when  deprived  of  their  chapel, 
worshipped  at  first  in  Beck  Bam,  and  subsequently  in  the  old 
Tabernacle,  at  such  hours  as  the  General  Baptists  did  not  require 
it.  In  a  few  months,  however,  through  the  spirited  exertions  of 
the  late  Mr.  Tatham,  who,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Wesleyan 
executive,  traversed  the  whole  country  in  search  of  subscriptions, 
they  were  in  a  position  to  build  a  chapel,  and  having  induced 
Mr.  Fellows  to  sell  them  a  part  of  the  garden  at  the  back  of  his 
mansion,  they  erected  a  structure  in  Halifiax-place,  on  the  site  of 
the  present  handsome  and  commodious  building.  The  New  Con- 
nexion continued  to  worship  in  Hockley  till  1817,  when  they  were 
diqpoBDOODed  of  it  by  a  suit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Mr.  Wesley 
it  duly  secured  to  his  successors,  the  Conference.    In 
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1797  preparation  for  the  event,  the  New  Connexion  haa  erected  a 
chapel  in  Parliament-street.  This  chapel  was  afterwards  consider- 
ably enlarged,  and  was  rebuilt  in  1874. 

Though  many  of  the  alleged  grievances  which  led  to  the 
division  were  afterwards  redressed,  the  New  Connexion  still  differs 
from  the  parent  body  in  the  more  popular  constitution  of  its 
church  government — ^the  preachers  and  the  lay-deputies,  chosen  by 
the  people,  being  associated  in  all  meetings  for  business.  In  the 
doctrines  taught  by  the  two  communities  there  is  no  appreciable 
difference. 

1798. 

1798  ^0  Nottingham  Volunteer  Infantry  was  raised  about  this 
period.  It  consisted  of  three  companies,  commanded  respectively 
by  John  Stanford  Elliott,  Esq.,  Lieut-Colonel,  James  Hooley, 
Esq.,  Major,  and  Samuel  Statham,  Esq.,  Captain.  There  were 
likewise  two  country  companies  that  acted  along  with  them,  one 
called  the  Burton  and  the  other  the  Clifton  company.  The  whole 
were  under  the  command  of  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  banker,  as 
lieut-Colonel  Commandant.  Ostensibly,  each  company  consisted 
of  one  hundred  men,  but  the  whole  never  amounted  to  five  hun- 
dred. Their  uniform  was  a  dark  blue  light  infantry  jacket, 
turned  up  with  scarlet  and  trimmed  with  gold  lace,  white  panta- 
loons and  short  gaiters,  a  light  horseman's  helmet,  and  white 
feathers.  They  had  neither  knapsacks,  great  coats,  nor  canteens ; 
iior  were  they  ever  taken  out  of  the  town  on  permanent  duty. 
This  corps  was  broken  up  in  April,  1802,  in  consequence  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens. 

Ma/rch, — ^A  voluntary  subscription  of  considerable  magnitude 
was  made  in  the  town  and  county,  for  "  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  defence  of  the  country." 

Ma/rch  6. — The  Habeas  Corpus  Act  again  suspended. 

May  1. — ^The  Itoyal  Scots  Greys  were  succeeded  at  the 
Barracks  by  the  Third,  or  King's  Own  Heavy  Dragoons. 

May, — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  encamped  at  Dimlington 
in  Holdemess. 

May  20. — Death  of  William,  Lord  Byron,  of  Newstead 
Abbey,  aged  85  years.  His  Lordship  fought  the  fatal  duel  with 
Mr.  Chaworth.  He  was  succeeded  in  his  title  and  estate  by  his 
great-nephew,  the  immortal  Byron. 

July, — ^The  gentlemen  of  the  Nottingham  Troop  of  Yeomanry 
Cavalry  commenced  the  erection  of  the  Biding  School  near  the 
Castle  Lodge,  by  means  of  a  voluntary  subscription.  It  is  now 
used  as  a  Drill  Boom  by  the  Bobin  Hood  Bifle  Volunteers. 

August, — Death  of  Mr.  George  Maddock,   grocer,  Ohapel- 
bar.     Hb  body  was  so  extremely  corpulent,  as  to  render  it 
sary  for  his  friends  to  have  it  drawn  on  a  hurdle  to 
family  place  of  interment.    His  coffin  mettnued  th 
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inches  in  breadth,  and  two  feet  nine  inches  in  depth.     His  age  1798 
was  49  years. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Thomas  Oldknow  elected 
Mayor.  Mr.  Oldknow  died  at  his  residence  in  the  Coppice,  Jan. 
16,  1817,  aged  72  years. 

October  3. — ^The  mail  brought  intelligence  of  Nelson's  great 
victory  oyer  the  French  fleet  near  the  mouth  of  the  Nila  "  It 
being  just  the  height  of  the  i^ir,''  said  the  local  journalist,  "and 
a  great  number  of  people  in  the  town,  owing  to  the  fineness  of 
the  day,  the  news  was  received  with  the  most  rapturous  enthu- 
siasm; the  bells  immediately  began,  the  flags  hoisted  on  the 
different  churches,  and  bonfires  soon  blazed  in  the  streets ;  shortly 
after  the  drums  beat  round  for  the  Nottingham  Volunteers  to 
attend  parade  at  the  Castle,  where  a  strong  muster  soon  appeared 
with  blue  cockades  in  their  hats,  and  from  thence  proceeded,  with 
their  band,  headed  by  the  Town  Troop  of  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  to 
the  Market-place,  and  a  square  being  formed,  they  fired  three 
most  excellent  volleys,  which  was  followed  by  repeated  huzzas 
from  the  thousands  of  spectators  present :  indeed,  such  a  scene  of 
loyalty  and  rejoicing  was  never  witnessed  on  any  former  occasion. 
Next  day,  the  bells  again  began  ringing,  and  continued  at  intervals 
during  the  day  ;  two  sheep  were  routed  and  distributed  to  the 
populace,  and  the  rest  of  the  week  bids  fair  to  end  in  similar 
rejoicings.'' 

A  public  subscription  was  afterwards  received  at  the  local 
banks  for  the  relief  of  the  seamen  and  marines  who  were  wounded 
in  the  engagement,  and  for  the  widows  and  children  of  those  that 
were  killed. 

October  29. — Arrival  of  tidings  of  Sir  J.  B.  Warren's  victory 
off  the  coast  of  Ireland.  A  French  squadron  of  nine  ships  of  the 
line,  destined  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland,  were  dispersed,  and  La  ' 
Hoche,  of  84  guns,  and  five  frigates,  captured.  *'  This  glorious 
news,"  says  the  Jov/trud,  "  was  received  here  on  Monday  last^  in 
the  most  rapturous  and  loyal  manner ;  the  bells  were  immediately 
rung  and  continued  without  intermission  during  the  day,  and  aU 
ranks  seemed  to  enjoy  the  event  which  saved  the  sister  kingdom 
from  the  horrors  of  a  second  invasion,  which  in  a  few  hours  longer 
the  enemy  would  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  unwearied  exertions  of  our  gallant  Representative. 
About  five  o'clock,  the  Nottingham  Volunteers  marched  from  the 
Park  to  the  Market-place,  where  they  fired  three  volleys  and  a 
feu  dejoie  in  honour  of  the  victory :  in  the  evening  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  principal  inhabitants  illuminated  their  houses,  which, 
no  doubt,  had  there  been  more  notice,  would  have  been  more 
general ;  but  it  was  concluded  to  have  another  on  Tuesday  even- 
ings which  we  are  happy  in  saying  was  as  universal  as  it  was 
pondble  to  make  it ;  indeed,  the  town  seemed  one  continued  blaze 
Irani  ta)jb  end  to  the  other,  and  the  streets  crowded  with  spectators, 
liiinding  the  wefcness  of  the  evening.    A  great  number  of   ' 
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1798  beautiful  transparencies  were  exhibited,  but  our  limits  will  not 
permit  a  particular  description.  A  number  of  sheep  were  roasted 
in  the  streets,  and  distributed  to  the  populace,  who  behaved  in 
the  most  peaceable  and  loyal  manner.  At  every  viUage  in  this 
neighbourhood  similar  rejoicings  took  place." 

December  20. — Died,  at  the  Methodist  preachers'  house,  in 
Hockley,  the  Kev.  Alexander  Elilham,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
New  Connexion.  He  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  a  large  number  of 
friends,  and  was  a  native  of  Epworth,  the  birth-place  of  the  Rev, 
J.  Wesley,  by  whom  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
E[is  death  was  caused  by  the  rupture  of  a  blood  vessel,  at  the  age 
of  36,  and  his  last  hours  were  peaceful  and  happy.  His  remains 
were  interred  within  the  walls  of  Hockley  chapel,  exactly  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  building  to^the  resting-place  of  his  revered 
friend,  the^Rev.  T.  Hanby.  An  appropriate  marble  monument 
was  erectea  over  his  ashes  by  the  Connexion,  but  on  the  j  premises 
reverting  to  the  Old  community,  it  was  removed  to  the  chapel  in 
Parliament-street  Mr.  Kilham's  remains,  however,  were  not 
disturbed. 


1799. 

1799  Janwvry  18. — Death  of  Mr.  William  Towle,  draper,  Long- 

row,  and  one  of  the  Nottingham  Troop  of  Yeomanry,  much  and 
deservedly  respected.  At  his  burial  at  Sawley,  Uie  following 
Tuesday,  the  'ti'oop  of  which  he  was  a  member  attended  in  full 
military  procession.  First  in  order,  were  fourteen  Carbineers, 
followcKl  by  the  horse  of  the  deceased,  properly  habited,  and  led 
by  two  gentlemen  on  foot,  each  canying  a  white  wand ;  then  came 
the  body  in  a  hearse,  and  carriages  containing  members  of  his 
family  and  friends,  a  great  number  of  mourners  on  horsebacky 
and  lastly,  the  members  of  his  Troop.  He  died  of  apoplexy^  in 
his  28  th  year. 

A'^nl  16. — ^The  Nottingham  Volunteer  Infantry  and  Cavalry 
had  a  grand  field  day,  and  wore  honoured  with  IJie  presence  of 
Admiral  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  M.P.,  who  had  entered  one  of  the 
corps  as  a  sergeant.  The  evolutions  attracted  several  thousand 
spectators. 

June  4. — Celebration  of  the  King's  birthday.  "Early  in 
the  morning,"  says  the  local  journalist,  "  the  Nottingham  Volun- 
teers paraded  ne,ar  the  town,  from  whence  they  marched,  the  Troop 
of  Centlemen  Yeomanry  preceding,  and  the  Holme  and  Bunny 
Troops  of  Volunteer  Cavalry  following,  to  the  Market-place,  where 
they  were  formed  in  regular  order  on  the  one.  side,  and  the  King^g 
Own  Dragoons  on  the  other,  and  the  above  Cavalry  made  up  tibe 
square.  Captain  Wright's  Troop  of  Yeomanry  Cavalry  began 
the  evolutions  of  the  day  by  going  through  the  Hungariaa  hrmji 
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sword  exercise,  and  were  followed  by  the  other  two  troops  of  1799 
Cavalry ;  which  they  performed  in  such  a  manner  as  must  ever 
reflect  upon  them  the  highest  praise.  This  part  of  the  ceremony 
being  over,  three  volleys  were  fired  by  the  King's  Dragoons,  and 
three  by  the  Loyal  Nottingham  Volunteer  Infantry.  Several 
excellent  dinners  were  provided  at  the  difierent  inns,  where  large 
parties  dined ;  an  elegant  dinner  was  also  provided  at  the  new 
Riding  School,  where  nearly  eighty  dined,  and  kept  up  the  hilarity 
of  the  day  to  a  very  late  hour.  In  the  evening,  by  invitation 
from  the  Mayor,  a  vast  number  of  gentlemen  of  the  town  assem- 
bled in  the  Town  Hall,  where  numerous  loyal  toasts  went  briskly 
round." 

JwM  11. — ^The  King's  Own  Regiment  of  Dragoons  left  the 
Barracks  for  Windsor,  and  the  Fourth,  or  Queen's  Bays,  succeeded 
them. 

JwM  19. — ^The  first  division  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Militia 
marched  from  Edinburgh,  where  they  had  be^  quartered,  for 
Glasgow. 

Jvly  12.—- James  Brodie,  a  blind  man,  aged  23  years,  was 
arraigned  at  the  County  Hall,  before  Mr.  Justice  Heath,  charged 
with  the  wilful  murder  of  his  guide,  a  boy  named  Robert  HeneaaL 

It  came  out  in  evidence,  that  the  prisoner  was  an  Irishman^ 
and  travelled  about  England  subsisting  entirely  on  the  alms  of 
the  benevolent.  The  mother  of  his  victim  appeared  in  the  witness 
box,  and  stated  that,  being  very  poor,  Brodie  had  induced  her, 
when  at  her  house  in  Leeds,  for  the  sake  of  a  small  sum  of  money, 
to  let  him  have  the  lad  as  a  guide.  The  boy  happening  to  offend 
him  on  the  road  between  Mansfield  and  Farnsfield,  he  killed  him 
by  repeated  blows  with  a  stick,  and  then  artfully  concealed  the 
body  in  a  quantity  of  ling.  While  the  Judge  was  sentencing  him 
to  be  hung,  he  was  extremely  violent,  and  endeavoured  by  every 
possible  means  to  kick  and  bite  all  within  his  reach. 

Being  a  Roman  Catholic,  Brodie  was  attended  to  the  place 
of  execution  by  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Boyne,  of  fche  chapel  in  King's- 
place,  Stoney-street.  The  rev.  gentleman  was  succeissful  in  sub- 
duing his  hardened  disposition,  and  when  at  the  gallows  extorted 
from  him  a  full  confession.  He  said  that  at  first  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  killing  the  lad,  but  being  contradicted  and  provoked,  he 
struck  at  him  with  his  stick,  and  passion  having  the  ascendancy  of 
reason,  he  continued  beating  him  till,  to  his  horror,  he  found  him 
to  be  dead.  He  then  covered  him  over  as  well  as  he  could  with 
ling  and  left  him,  and  wandered  by  himself  about  the  Forest  till 
he  was  observed  by  a  gentleman  on  the  road,  who  rode  up  to  him, 
and  inqoixed  the  meaniiig  of  his  perplexity,  and  what  had  be- 
omn^  of  tiie  boy  he  bad  seen  wiUi  him  a  few  days  previously  ? 
<<I  xviriiad,''  flOBtfwMid  Brodie,  ''that  I  had  lifted  the  lad  upon 
tbs  itaiiiB^*  mV  If  he  could  see  Mansfield,  when  he 

iHv^  ihftt  (pointing  in  the  direction 

■*« :tfiere^  dying."    After  this 
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1799  oonfesfidon,  he  several  times  begged  for  five  minutes'  respites,  and 
such  was  his  dread  of  death,  that  he  made  use  of  a  number  of 
petty  artifices  to  prolong  his  existence.  At  last,  finding  that  no 
no  further  ruse  would  avail,  he  threw  himself  out  of  the  cart  in  a 
rage,  and  terminated  his  career. 

Pursuant  to  the  terms  of  his  sentence,  the  body  was  submit- 
ted to  dissection,  and  was  afterwards  publicly  exposed  at  the 
County  Hall.  Crowds  of  men,  women,  and  chilchren  indulged 
their  morbid  curiosity  by  thronging  the  scene  of  this  most 
repulsive  spectacle.  The  mutilated  and  frightfully  excoriated 
corpse  lay  extended  on  a  long  table,  with  no  other  covering  than 
a  loose  white  cloth  thrown  over  the  loins.  Words  can  scarcely 
give  an  idea  of  the  coarse  and  brutal  jests,  the  obscene  remarks, 
and  the  horrid  and  blasphemous  oaths,  to  which  the  display  gave 
rise.  It  naturally  drew  together  the  most  depraved  and  abandoned 
classes  of  the  community,  and  would  almost  equal  in  moral  black- 
ness, one  of  Dante's  visions  of  the  infernal  regions. 

Brodie  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  and  lost  his  sight  by  an 
attack  of  the  small  pox  in  his  infancy.  His  parents  were  by 
trade  check-weavers,  and  in  poor  circumstances.  As  a  means  of 
gaining  a  livelihood,  he  for  some  time  turned  a  wheel  at  a 
manufactory,  but  becoming  tired  of  his  monotonous  employment, 
he  managed  to  save  money  sufi&cient  to  bring  him  over  to  this 
country,  and  commenced  Uie  life  of  an  itinerant  beggar.  The 
victim  of  his  cruelty  was  eight  years  of  age. 

JiUy, — Three  hundred  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Militia,  sta- 
tioned at  Glasgow,  volunteered  their  services  into  r^;iments  of  the 
line,  and  were  transferred  accordingly. 

Atigttst  9. — Death  of  Mr.  Walter  Merrey,  aged  75  years. 
This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  York,  and  was  apprenticed  to  a 
surgeon  in  Nottingham.  His  master,  however,  dying  soon  after 
the  indentures  were  signed,  Merrey's  services  were  transferred  to 
a  person  who  followed  the  united  businesses  of  hosier  and  wool- 
comber,  an  amalgamation  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  early 
days  of  framework-knitting,  and  one  which  Merrey  himself 
practised,  at  his  premises  in  Castle-gate.  He  was  remarkable  for 
his  attainments  in  numismatics,  and  had  an  immense  collection  of 
ancient  coins.  In  1794,  he  published  a  treatise  on  the  coinage  of 
England  from  the  earliest  period  of  authentic  record.  It  contained 
much  novel  and  interesting  information  on  the  Roman  coins,  and 
is  still  regarded  as  an  authority. 

Avgvst  6. — Died,  at  the  White  Lion  inn,  Nottingham,  the 
Right  Hon.  Frederick  Thomas  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford. 
His  Lordship,  on  retiring  to  rest  the  previous  evening,  instructed 
his  servant  to  call  him  up  at  eight  in  the  morning,  appearing  in 
his  usual  good  state  of  health;  but  in  the  morning,  on  his 
attendant  entering  the  room,  the  noble  Lord  was  found  to  be 
dead.  The  c&use  was  ascertained  to  be  apoplexy.  His  Lorddup't 
age  was  67  years,  and  his  body  was  ramoved  m  t^-^O^ 

interment  at  Hent>ury,  in  Dorsetshire. 
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Atigitst  30. — ^The  Fourth,  or  Queen's  Own  Dragoons,  succeeded  1799 
at  the  Barracks  by  five  troops  of  the  Oxford  Blues. 

September  29. — Mr.  Aid.  Joseph  Oldknow  elected  Mayor; 
Mr.  Jonathan  Dunn,  bookseller,  and  Mr.  Hall,  of  Btisford,  Shenfb; 
and  Mr.  H.  Enfield  and  Mr.  G.  Nelsgn,  Chamberlains. 

September  30. — Presentation  of  colours  to  the  Loyal  Notting- 
ham Volunteer  Infantry  and  Cavalry.  Early  in  the  morning, 
the  troops  assembled  on  parade  in  the  Castle-yard,  from  whence 
they  proceeded  in  military  order  to  the  Market-place,  where  a 
square  had  been  formed  for  their  reception  by  gentlemen  of  the 
Yeomanry  Cavalry.  An  interior  square  was  immediately  formed 
by  the  corps,  a  detachment  from  which  was  sent  to  the  house  of 
Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  Colonel,  South-parade,  to  escort  the  ladies 
and  the  chaplain,  Uie  Rev.  Mr.  Beaumont.  The  Royal  standard 
was  then  presented  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Sedley,  by  Colonel  Eyre^ 
and  the  provincial  standard  in  the  name  of  Lady  Warren,  by  the 
Hon.  Henry  Sedley.  W.  C.  Sherbrooke,  Esq.,  delivered  the 
Cavalry  standard  in  a  similar  manner.  The  Chaplain,  in  the 
course  of  his  consecration  address,  observed,  **  I  must  beg  your 
patient  attention  for  a  few  moments,  whilst  I  recur  to  the  motives 
which  have  induced  us  to  form  ourselves  into  this  military  array. 
The  two  grounds  of  our  association  were,  the  preservation  of 
domestic  tranquilty,  and  the  determination  to  repel  foreign  invasion. 
I  may  without  vanity  congratulate  you  on  the  first  of  these 
objects  having  by  our  means  been  attained ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it, 
I  will  quote  to  you  the  remark  of  a  gentleman  who  I  believe  is 
now  present,  not  lees  eminent  for  skill  in  his  profession  than  for 
the  accuracy  of  his  observation  and  experience.  His  remark  was 
this :  '  That  he  had  lived  seventeen  years  in  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham, and  during  that  period  there  had  been  seventeen  riots;' 
which  on  an  average  is  a  riot  once  a  year.  Eighteen  months  have 
elapsed  since  the  corps  has  been  embodied,  and  there  has  not 
appeared  the  smallest  symptom  of  disturbance.  Much  praise  is 
certainly  due  to  the  Nottingham  Troop  of  Yeomanry  Cavalry  for 
their  spirited  exertions.  In  short,  the  disafiected  part  of  our 
community  are  aware  that  an  arm  is  raised  up  to  chastise  and 
to  repress  every  attempt  to  violate  the  public  peace."  At  the  close 
of  the  ceremonial,  the  volunteers  fired  three  volleys,  and  were 
exercised  five  or  six  hours  in  the  Park.  "  The  corps,"  proceeds 
the  record,  '^  returned  from  the  Park  to  the  Riding  School,  and 
sat  down  to  the  most  splendid  dinner  imaginable,  and  were 
honoured  with  the  presence  of  military  and  other  gentlemen, 
which  made  the  number  who  dined  amount  to  between  six  and 
seven  hundred.  The  tables  were  graced  with  the  choicest  rarities, 
including  five  fat  bucks,  the  gifts  of  Lord  Middleton,  Lord 
Newark,  Sir  Thos.  Parkyns,  the  Hon.  Henry  Sedley,  and  John 
Musters,  Esq.  At  night,  the  building  was  bnlliantly  illuminated 
"Witli  variegated  lamps,  and  the  officers  gave  a  grand  ball  at  the 
▲aMttbhr  BDoms." 
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1799  Subjoined  are  lists  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  corps : — 

The  Nottingham^  Troop  of  Yeomomry  Ca/wihy — Capt.  Ck>minandant| 
Ichabod  Wright,  Esq.;  Lieutenant,  William  Middlemore,  Esq.; 
Comet,  Alex.  Hadden,  Esq. ;  Quarter-Master,  Mr.  John  James; 
Sergeants,  Messrs.  David  Cooley,  Wilkinson,  John  Deakin,  Wm. 
Sanday,  William  Lowe,  and  William  Pepper;  Riding  Master, 
John  Newman.  The  Nottingham  Vohmteer  Infantry — Colonel 
Commandant,  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.;  Lieut-Col,  with  a  Company, 
John  Elliott,  Esq. ;  Major,  with  a  Company,  James  Hooley,  Esq. ; 
Captain,  Samuel  Statham,  Esq. ;  Captain-Lieutenant^  Mr.  Taylor; 
Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  Mr.  Nixon ;  Lieutenants,  Mr.  R  Bardsley 
and  Mr.  Holdsworth;  and  Ensigns,  Messrs.  Samuel  Lawson,  Wm. 
Roe,  and  George  Stretton. 

October, — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Fencibles  were  engaged  in 
quelling  disturbances  at  Youghall,  Fermoy,  Dungarvan,  Bandon, 
and  Dungannon.     Bandon  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  Regiment. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  and  several  officers,  of  the 
Notts.  Militia,  stationed  at  Glasgow,  volunteered  into  the  35th 
Regiment. 

December, — ^The  following  is  believed  to  be  a  complete  list  of 
the  inns  and  public-houses  in  the  town,  at  the  close  of  the  century, 
156  in  number,  forming  an  interesting  and  in  some  respects  valu- 
able record : — John  Acton,  Jolly  Bargeman,  Leen-side ;  Samuel 
Adams,  Star  and  Garter,  Wheeler-gate ;  —  Astill,  Three  Crowns, 
Chapel-bar ;  Richard  Austin;  Castle,  Hounds-gate ;  Chas.  Baxter, 
Cordwainers'  Arms,  Tollhouse-hill ;  Mrs.  Baxter,  Masons'  Arms, 
Woolpack-lane ;  —  Beardmore,  Bear  and  Dragon,  Long-row; 
Benjamin  Beardsall,  King  on  Horseback,  King-street ;  —  Beeston, 
Ball,  Long-row;  Joshua  Bennet,  Salutation,  Jew-lane;  Thomas 
Bowles,  Peach  Tree,  Parliament-street;  —  Boyton,  Horse  and 
Chaise,  Sandy-lane ;  John  Bradfield,  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  Carter- 
gate  ;  William  Bradley,  Crown,  Long-row ;  John  Brazier,  Union 
Flag,  Stoney-street ;  Joseph  Brightmore,  Black  Lion,  Cherry- 
orchard  ;  Robert  Brown,  Butterfly,  Paravicini-row ;  Oliver  Buck, 
Cricket  Players,  Barker-gate ;  Joseph  Burbage,  Ball,  St.  Peter's- 
square  ;  William  Caler,  Carpenters*  Arms,  York-road ;  —  Chap- 
man, Bear,  Long-row ;  —  Chapman,  Globe,  Poynton-street ;  Rd. 
Clark,  Horse  and  Groom,  Cow-lane ;  Thomas  Clarkson,  Hare  and 
Hounds,  Cherry-orchard ;  William  Collinson,  George  and  Dragon, 
Long-row ;  —  Cooke,  Bull,  Chapel-bar ;  Robert  Crane,  Feathers, 
Wheeler-gate  ;  John  Clayton,  Royal  Children,  Castle-gate ;  Robt. 
Daft,  Lord  Nelson,  Warser-gate ;  Robert  Dann,  Ten  Bells,  Nar- 
row-marsh ;  Mrs.  Darlow,  Kmg's  Head,  Narrow-marsh ;  Thomas 
Denham,  Golden  Ball,  Cow-la^e ;  Henry  Dennis,  Ball,  Coalpit- 
lane;  Joseph  Dennis,  Duke  of  York,  New-buildings;  James 
Edenborough,  Punch  Bowl,  Exchange ;  Samuel  Elliott,  Half  Moon, 
Carter-gate;  Thomas  Ely,  Bell,  Parliament«treet ;  Mnu  EIm. 
Crown  and  Cushion,  Blowbadde]>street ;  Richard  SVumiK 
Masons'  Arms,   New  Buildings;    —  Fieldwiok,   Three  ] 
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Shoes,  Tolihouse-hill ;  John  Galloway,  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  New-  ^''^^ 
buildings ;  Michael  (Jedling,  Bird  in  the  Hand,  Sheep-lane ;  Tho& 
Gimson,  Ship,  Gridlesmith-gate ;  William  Green,  Shoulder  of 
Mutton,  Sandj-lane;  Mrs.  Haddock,  Eoebuck,  JamesVlane; 
—  Hall,  Dolphin,  Chapel-bar;  William  Hall,  Three  Cranes, 
Turncalf-^ley ;  Kichard  Handley,  Cross  Keys,  Mary-gate ;  Wm. 
Hardy,  Maypole,  Long-row;  Charles  Heald,  Golden  Fleece, 
Middle-pavement ;  John  Henshaw,  Barley  Mow,  Narrow-marsh ; 
William  Hitchin,  White  Lion,  LoDg-row;.  Jpseph  Hodgkinson, 
White  Hart,  Parliament-street ;  John  Holt,  Barley  Mow,  Week- 
day-cross ;  Aichard  Hooton,  Ball,  Fisher-gate ;  Richard  Hooton, 
White  Hart,  New-buildings ;  Mrs.  Hoyles,  Dog  and  Bear,  Bridle- 
smith-gate;  Samuel  Hughes,  Balloon,  Mount-pleasant;  William 
Johnson,  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  Smithy-row;  George  Jenkinson, 
Dog,  Castle-gate;  Mrs.  Killer,  Punch  Bowl,  Peck-lane;  Joseph 
KiUingley,  Jolly  Angler,  Bellar-gate ;  Thomas  Kirk,  Hearty  Good 
Fellow,  Bearward-lane ;  Daniel  Lacey,  Rose,  Bridlesmith-gate ; 
Benjamin  Lane,  Sir  John  Falstaff,  Carter-gate ;  Mrs.  Lart,  Bell, 
Angel-row ;  John  Lee,  Robin  Hood,  Hockley ;  Job  Levers,  Cross 
Keys,  Byard-lane ;  —  Leonard,  Horse,  Sandy-lane ;  Mrs.  Lockton, 
Old  Angel,*  High-pavement;  Thomas  Lockton,  Spread  Eagle^ 
Long-row;  Thomas  Lord,  White  Hart,  Boot-lane;  John  Lowd, 
White  Hart,  Charlotte-street;  William  Machin,  Nag's  Head, 
Smithy-row ;  Robert  Mackley,  Black  Boy,  Long-row ;  John  Mad- 
dock,  Navigation  Lmi,  Canal-side ;  Mrs.  ^^Tilthy,  Kingston's  Arms, 
Parliament-street ;  Mrs.  Mann,  White  Lion,  Hollow-stone ;  Thos. 
Martin,  Horse  and  Groom,  St.  Peter's-square ;  —  Mellor,  Royal 
Oak,  Broad-marsh ;  John  Miller,  Prince  of  Wales,  Paravicini-row ; 
Joseph  Moore,  Leathe  Bottle,  Hockley ;  Samuel  Morley,  Shepherd 
and  Shepherdess,  Weekday-cross;  Robert  Morris,  Old  Angel, 
Stoney-street ;  George  Morris,  Reindeer,  Wheeler-gate;  Robert 
Morris,  jun..  Queen's  Head,  Charlotte-street;  Thomas  Morton, 
Town  Arms,  Bridge-end ;  Jacob  Mosley,  King's  Head,  Chapel- 
bar  ;  James  Mould,  Hanging  Gate,  Brewhouse-yard ;  John  Nel- 
son, News  House,  St.  James's-lane;  John  Newton,  Cock,  New- 
buildings;  John  Nixon,  Milton's  Head,  Tollhouse-hill;  Mrs. 
Norton,  Dog  and  Gun,  Low-pavement ;  Joseph  Osborne,  Anchor, 
Walnut-tree-lane;  William  Pacy,  Red  Lion,  Gridlesmith-gate; 
Mrs.  Peniston,  Eight  Bells,  Petei>square ;  Joseph  Perry,  Ball, 
Peck-lane ;  George  Pettny,  Plough,  Beck-lane ;  Joseph  Pickard, 
Red  Rose,  Bellar-gate;  Iliomas  l^lkington,  Turk's  Head,  Hounds- 
gate;  John  Pyatt)  Trip  to  Jerusalem,  Brewhouse-yard;  John 
Quinton,  Black  Lion,  Castle-gate;  William  Ragsdale,  Three 
C^wns,  Parliament-street;  John  Redgate,  Loggerheads,  Narrow- 
marsh  ;  Francis  Richards,  Red  Cow,  Boot-lane ;  John  Robinson, 
Sir  Thomas  White,  Carter-gate ;  Mrs.  Roe,  BuiJi^er's  Hill,  Parlia- 
meiii«fcreet;    Robert  Roe,   Gibraltai*,   New-buildings;    William 


VM  am  of  tbB  noft  MUsUnt  hotUM  in  the  town,  and  in  the  reign  of  John  wm 
"■  'ti'*^uMh<d^ tManUy  of. the  name  of  Bugge.    It  stood  at  the  south-weit 
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1799  Rowbotham,  Flying  Horse,  Hen-cross ;  James  Scarr,  Hole  in  the 
Wall,  Warser-gate ;  John  Scrooby,  Royal  Oak,  Broad-marsh ;  Mra 
Selby,  White  Hart,  Narrow-marsh ;  John  Seymour,  Seven  Stars, 
Carter-gate ;  Edward  Sharp,  Sun,  Gridlesmith-gate ;  John  Shaw, 
Wheat  Sheaf,  Long-row ;  Joseph  Shaw,  Swan,  Beastmarket-hill  3 
Thomas  Simpson,  Town  Arms,  Trent-bridge;  John  Simpson, 
Blackmoor's  Head,  High-street;  Mrs.  Simpson,  Artichoke,  Pep- 
per-street; T.  Smedley,  Falcon,  Parliament-street;  —  Smedley, 
Elephant  and  Castle,  Hounds-gate ;  Edward  Smith,  Shakspeare, 
Boot-lane ;  John  Smith,  BaU,  Broad-marsh ;  John  Spencer,  Bed 
Lion,  Narrow-marsh;  Mrs.  Spencer,  Bell,  Long-row;  Nathaniel 
Stevenson,  Eagle  and  Child,  Chapel-bar;  —  Stevenson,  Talbot, 
Long-row;  John  Stevenson,  Queen's  Head,  Hen-cross;  Mrs. 
Sturt,  Black  Horse,  Stoney-street ;  Nathaniel  Sully,  Gk>lden 
Fleece,  Fisher-gate;  Thomas  Sully,  Unicorn,  Parliament-street; 
John  Summers,  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  High-street ;  John  Tebbutt, 
Britannia,  Bearward-lane ;  John  TiUey,  Punch  Bowl,  Middle-hill; 
William  Tongue,  Carpenters'  Arms,  Castle-gate ;  Mrs.  Trueman, 
Noah's  Ark,  ParliamenV«treet ;  Mrs.  Twells,  Horse  and  Trumpet, 
Beck-bam ;  John  Tubb,  Brick  Mould,  Fisher-gate ;  Mrs.  Ward, 
Sawyers'  Arms,  Greyfriars-gate ;  R.  Warsop,  Robin  Hood,  Char- 
lotte-street;  Gilbert  Wayne,  Ram,  Long-row;  Thomas  Welsh, 
Red  Lion,  Bridge-end;  John  Wesson,  General  Elliott,  Croose- 
gate ;  Thomas  White,  Old  Parrot,  Drury-hill ;  Greorge  Whitfield, 
Admiral  Jarvis,  Wheeler-gate;  John  Whitworth,  George  and 
Dragon,  Boot-lane ;  John  Wilkins,  Flaming  Sword,  Cherry- 
orchard;  Samuel  Wilkinson,  Greyhound,  Greyfriars-gate;  Francis 
Williamson,  New  George,  Parliament-street ;  John  Wilson,  Sara- 
cen's Head,  Boot-lane ;  Joseph  Woolfit,  Red  Rose,  Bearward-lane; 
Mrs.  Wortley,  Three  Salmons,  New-buildings;  Joseph  Wright, 
Peacock,  Peter-gate ;  Nathaniel  Wright^  Golden  Ball,  Barker- 
gate;  George  Wright,  Bottle  and  Glass,  Brewhouse-yard ;  and 
Samuel  Wragg,  Pheasant,  Boot-lane. 
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1800. 

Jamuary, — A  large  public  subscription  was  raised  for  the   JgOQ 
relief  of  the  sick  poor,  and  the  establishment  of  a  public  soup- 
kitchen. 

Bread  was  an  article  of  great  scarcity  during  part  of  this 

.  year.     In  January,  the  quartern  loaf  sold  for  Is.  3d.;  inFebruaryy 

for  Is.  4d.;  in  March,  is.  5d.;  in  April,  Is.  4d.;  in  May,  Is.  5d.; 

in  June,  1&  6^  (at  which  time  wheat  realised  from   HOs.  to 

145s.  per  quarter);  and  in  July,  is.  6d. 

Januovry, — ^Two  divisions  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Supple- 
mentary Militia  marched  into  the  town  from  the  north,  and  were 
disembodied. 

Jcmuary  29. — ^A  long  contested  eause,  respecting  a  right 
claimed  by  the  Corporation,  to  levy  a  toll  on  all  com  sold  in  the 
market,  was  finally  determined  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench. 
The  Court  confirmed  the  verdict  given  at  the  last  Nottingham 
assizes,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  which  decision  farmers  and 
others  were  freed  from  the  payment  of  tolls  of  an  injudicious  and 
vexatious  nature. 

February. — The  Cambridgeshire  Militia,  stationed  in  Notting- 
ham, were  drawn  up  in  the  Market-place,  to  hear  read  over  to 
them  a  letter  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  which  an  offer  was 
made  to  them  to  enter  as  volunteers  into  regiments  of  the  line,  on 
feivourable  conditions.  Thirty  of  them  at  once  enlisted  into  the 
Guards,  and  450  into  the  46th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

Ma/rdh  17. — Abraham  Whitaker,  aged  45  years,  and  John 
Atkinson,  aged  35  years,  were  tried  at  the  County  Hall,  before 
Sir  Alan  Cluuaibre,  Knt.,  on  a  charge  of  forgery,  and  being  found 
guilty,  received  sentence  of  death.  These  men  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  traverse  the  country  as  hawkers  of  muslins,  principally 
it  was  said  for  the  purpose  of  passing  spurious  Bank  of  England 
notes.  They  had  uttered  several  to  Mr.  John  Greasley,  of 
Stapleford,  for  which  they  were  pursued  and  apprehended  at 
Eastwood,  and  a  roll  of  similarly  forged  notes  was  found  upon 
thepQ. 

In  the  night  of  Tuesday  subsequent  to  their  conviction,  they 
were  very  near  effecting  their  escape.  Having  been  supplied  with 
a  knife  by  one  of  their  friends,  they  managed  to  remove  the  lead 
which  secured  the  iron  stancheons  in  the  window  of  their  cell, 
and  to  deceive  the  turnkey,  substituted  for  it  bits  of  painted 
wood;  With  half  a  pound  of  butter  they  had  asked  for,  they 
oontriTed  to  find  material  for  a  lamp,  to  enable  them  to  explore 
te  iba  roofs  of  the  adjoining  houses,  from  whence  they 
■wUqg  to.  the  street^  but  making  too  much  noise 

2o 
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1800  in  forcing  a  passage  through  a  wall,  they  were  overheard  by  the 
gaoler,  and  were  heavily  chained  down  in  their  old  quarter& 

Through  the  powerful  intercession  of  his  friends,  Whitaker, 
though  known  to  be  the  principal  in  the  uttering,  had  his  sentence 
commuted  into  transportation  for  life.  Atkinson,  after  a  month's 
respite,  was  executed  on  the  1  Gth  of  April. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  gallows,  which  was  simply  two  uprights 
and  a  transverse  beam,  about  four  yards  in  height,  remained  per- 
manently on  the  hill  near  the  summit  of  the  Mansfield-road,  as 
one  of  the  standing  "institutions"  of  the  country.  Thus,  the 
first  object  that  met  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  north,  on 
his  approach  to  the  town,  was  the  apparatus  of  death,  and  it  was 
reganled  by  many  with  deep  curiosity.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
Atkinson's  execution,  it  was  found,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
authorities,  that  in  the  night-time  someone  had  cut  down  the 
gallows,  and  taken  it  away.  Another  had  therefore  to  be  imme- 
diately erected  ;  and  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  occurrence  the 
apparatus  was  made  so  that  it  could  be  taken  down  as  soon  as  the 
execution  was  completed.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that 
the  gallows  ha<l  been  removed  by  two  or  three  young  men,  who 
viewed  their  performance  as  a  capital  joke.  Though  its  beams 
were  of  massive  oak,  its  great  age  and  exposure  to  rough  usage 
and  the  weather  had  caused  an  extensive  decay  on  one  side  at  its 
junction  with  the  ground,  so  that  it«  removal  was  readily  accom- 
plished. The  remains  of  it  were  dragged  into  the  town,  and 
placed  on  a  haystack  in  Dickinson's  stack  yard,  which  occupied 
port  of  the  site  at  present  bounded  by  Cross-street  and  Cur-lane, 
and  near  to  Portland-place. 

Unlike  the  generality  of  processions  to  the  place  of  execution, 
this  of  Atkinson's  was  comparatively  unattended  by  those  noisy 
demonstrations  of  popular  hatred  to  the  prisoner,  which  served  to 
embitter  the  last  moments  of  many.  It  was  customary  on  all 
such  occasions  for  the  unsympathising  members  of  the  crowd  to 
seat  themselves  on  any  lamp-post,  or  wall,  or  eligible  position 
which  might  present  itself,  from  whence  they  would  salute  the 
criminal  as  he  passed  them  in  the  cart,  with  cries  and  exclamations, 
the  nature  of  which  was  regulated  by  the  idea  they  might  form 
of  the  magnitude  of  his  offence.  One  position  in  particular  was 
always  eagerly  contended  for.  This  was  a  ponderous  beam  of 
woo(l  that  extended  acToss  C'lumber-street,  from  the  Long-row  to 
the  comer  of  P<^lham-street,  from  the  centre  of  which  was  sus- 
pended the  sign-board  of  the  White  Lion  iim.  On  this  elevated 
station  a  compact  row  of  adventurous  fellows  were  usually  perched, 
to  see  the  object  of  their  curiosity  "ride  backwards  up  Oow-lane.** 
On  this  occasion  the  man  was  permitted  to  pass  in  silence. 

A  very  general  feeling  of  commiseration  was  entertained  in 
favour  of  Atkinson,  arising  from  an  impression  almost  amonntiiig 
to  a  certainty,  that  the  two  or  three  £1  notes  he  had  uttered.^ 
not  known  by  him  to  be  forged.     At  the  place  of  death  ha 
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perfectlj  collected,  and  neither  heaved  a  sigh  nor  shed  a  tear.     To  1800 
the  last  he  persisted  in  an  assertion  of  his  entire  innocence. 

April, — The  Notts.  Militia  stationed  at  Dumfries. 

April  19. — ^The  high  prices  of  provisions  at  the  market  pro* 
voked  a  riot.  Early  in  the  afternoon,  the  people  of  the  lower 
parts  of  the  town  congregated  in  dense  masses  in  the  Market-place, 
and  proceeded  to  acts  of  violence.  First,  they  suiToimded  the 
butter-stands,  and  rifled  them  of  their  contents ;  the  gardeners 
and  fishmongers  were  the  next  victims  of  their  rapacity ;  and  then 
they  attacked  the  Shambles,  and  bore  away  joints  of  meat  in 
triumph  in  all  directions.  It  was  not  until  the  military  exerted 
themselves  that  the  riot  was  suppressed.  Several  of  the  ring- 
leaders were  apprehended,  and  sentenced  to  terms  of  imprison- 
ment. 

June  14. — Died,  at  WoUaton,  in  his  74th  year,  Henry 
Willoughby,  Baron  Middleton,  of  Middleton,  Warwickshire. 

August  12. — George  Caunt,  a  respectable  hairdresser,  of  St. 
James's-street,  having  been  charged  by  a  dancing  master  with 
stealing  a  set  of  window  curtains  from  his  apartments  whilst 
attendmg'on  business,  a  warrant  was  issued  for  his  apprehension. 
This  led  unfortunately  to  a  tragical  result.  Escaping  from  the 
constable  who  took  him  in  custody,  he  fled  for  refuge  to  the  house 
of  a  friend,  at  the  upper  end  of  Malin-hill,  where  he  continued 
from  Tuesday  till  the  following  Saturday  evening,  during  the 
whole  of  which  interval  constables  were  set  at  each  end  of  the 
hill  to  ensure  his  re-apprehension  the  moment  he  ventured  out. 
At  twelve  on  Saturday  nigh^^  Caunt,  impatient  of  further  con- 
finement, and  anxious  to  escape  out  of  the  country,  sallied  forth, 
prepared,  if  attacked,  to  defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity. 
As  he  emerged  on  to  the  Pavement,  Greorge  Ball,  one  of  the 
constables,  endeavoured  to  seize  him,  but  Caunt  immediately  dis- 
charged  the  contents  of  a  large  horse-pistol  into  his  body :  Ball 
reeled  a  few  paces,  dropped  down,  and  expired,  and  though  two 
other  constables  were  near,  in  the  hurry  and  excitement  of  the 
moment,  the  assassin  escaped.  The  corpse  was  taken  to  the  Town 
Hall,  and  on  the  next  day  the  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
wilful  murder  against  Caunt. 

Information  having  been  gathered  of  the  direction  the  mur- 
derer had  taken,  he  was  immediately  pursured,  and  captured  at 
Alfreton,  just  as  he  was  preparing  to  retire  to  rest.  He  wajs 
secared  in  his  bedroom,  and  endeavoured  to  swallow  the  contents 
of  a  bottle  he  was  taking  with  him  to  bed,  and  had  partly  done 
80^  when  one  of '  the  (Xfficera  struck  the  phial  from  his  mouth. 
On  thflir  retwm  t(^  JUcMiifdiaiii,  stopping  at  a  house  on  the  road- 
iide  to  Ml  MRldUUjdn  ^^^t  seized  a  fork  from  the  table 
(Ike  loBiir^^^^^^^^  'tid  tried  to  plunge  it  into  his 

m|j^  jbi  tect  with  his  breast-bone,  the 

altai  however,  he  had  succeeded 

i|(  bol»»  and  after  lingering 
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1800  in  gaol  a  day  or  two,  he  died  The  Ck>roner's  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  fdo  de  se^  and  between  seven  and  eight  in  the  evening  of 
the  day  he  died  the  body  of  Caunt  was  buried  in  the  SandhillB 
(the  summit  of  Derby-road).  On  the  night  following,  his  friends 
removed  it,  and  after  canning  it  about  from  place  to  place  for 
several  days,  it  was  finally  deposited  in  the  General  Baptists'  burial- 
ground  in  Stoney-street. 

A  handsome  subscription  was  raised  for  the  feimily  of  the 
unfortunate  constable. 

Augu8t — Notwithstanding  that  the  last  day  of  this  month 
was  Sunday,  it  was  marked  as  the  commencement  of  a  serious 
riot  A  great  increase  in  the  price  of  provisions,  more  especially 
of  bread,  had  roused  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the  poorer  classes  to 
an  almost  ungovernable  pitch.  They  began  late  in  the  evening, 
by  breaking  the  windows  of  a  baker  in  Millstone  lane,  and  in  the 
morning  proceeded,  with  an  increase  of  numbers  and  renewed 
impetuosity,  to  treat  others  of  the  same  trade  in  the  same  un- 
welcome manner.  Granaries  were  broken  into  at  the  canal 
wharfs,  and  it  was  really  distressing  to  see  with  what  famine- 
impelled  eagerness  many  a  mother  bore  away  com  in  her  apron, 
to  feed  her  offspring.  The  Volunteer  Infantry  were  placed  upon 
duty  wherever  the  popular  fury  was  displayed,  while  the  civil 
authorities  and  the  Dragoons  from  the  Barracks  exerted  themselves 
in  vain  to  induce  the  rioters  to  desist  from  their  purpose ;  for  im- 
mediately on  their  being  dispersed  in  one  place,  they  collected  in 
another.  Thus  matters  continued,  with  little  intermission,  till 
Wednesday,  the  third  of  September,  when  one  of  the  most  awful 
storms  of  Ughtning,  thunder,  and  rain  ever  witnessed  in  this 
town,  put  a  final  end  to  the  protracted  disturbance.  The  electric 
fluid  struck  the  house  of  Mr.  Barratt,  in  Parliament-street,  nearly 
opposite  the  Crown-yard,  and  demolished  the  roof,  and  forced  out 
a  window ;  and  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  Yeomanry  with  his 
horse  was  overthrown  by  the  populace  into  a  deep  ditch,  near  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  in  Sneinton-street :  it  was  with  difficulty 
that  he  was  enabled  to  extricate  himself  from  his  impleasant 
predicament. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  the  Corporation  opened 
a  subscription  to  assist  the  poor  in  providing  their  families  with 
bread,  which  received  very  considerable  support  from  a  number  of 
wealthy  and  humane  inhabitantfi ;  "but  by  none  so  much,"  records 
Blackner,  "as  by  Messrs.  Davison  and  Hawksley,  of  Arnold. 
They  supplied  an  immense  quantity  of  com,  considerably  below 
the  price  they  had  given  for  it,  for  the  use  of  their  own  workpeo- 
ple. And  what  is  very  remarkable,  when  the  com  was  thus 
obtained  to  supply  the  poor  with  bread,  which  they  could  not 
otherwise  obtain  for  money,  there  was  neither  wind  nor  wtttar  \o 
grind  it.  These  two  worthy  gentlemen  remedied  this  misfartane^ 
for  they  ground  the  com  in  their  own  mill  (which  was  turned  bgr 
the  machinery  of  their  worsted  mill),  and  tient  the  floor  in  their 
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own  waggons  to  Nottingham  free  of  all  expense.  It  was  then  sold  at  1 800 
a  reduced  price  by  the  Corporate  servants,  at  the  Malt  Cross,  and 
the  horrors  of  a  famine  were  dispelled.  These  two  gentlemen 
likewise  took  the  batches  of  com,  of  those  who  could  raise  them, 
from  this  town  to  Arnold,  ground  them,  and  brought  them  back, 
free  of  expense,  so  long  as  applicants  could  be  found.  For  these 
benevolent  and  humane  acts  they  received  a  tribute  from  thousands 
of  hearts  overflowing  with  the  most  grateful  sensations,  and  Mr. 
Hawkslej  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  town  ;  as  was 
also  Mr.  Towle,  of  Broxtowe,  who  regularly  brought  com  to 
market,  and  sold  it  at  a  moderate  price  during  this  alarming 
period." 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Samuel  Worthington  elected 
Mayor. 

October  13. — Upwards  of  two  hundred  pairs  of  shoes  were 
seized  by  the*  authorities,  pursuant  to  Act  of  Parliament,  at 
different  "  Cheap  Shoe  Warehouses"  in  the  town,  and  the  owners 
thereof  convicted  in  the  penalty  of  3s.  4d.  per  pair,  "for  exposing 
shoes  for  sale  made  of  improper  leather."  They  were  made  c3 
sheepskin  instead  of  cowhide. 

November  6. — A  numerous  and  repec table  meeting  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  in  the  Exchange,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  subscription  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  soup-house  during 
the  winter  months.  The  contributions  were  very  liberal,  and  a 
public  soup  manufactory  was  shortly  afterwards  opened  in  Coose- 
gate. 

November  10. — Our  Corporate  body  unanimously  voted  a 
petition  to  the  King,  praying  him  to  immediately  convene  Parlia 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  alarming 
high  price  of  bread  (good  wheat  selling  at  130s,  per  quarter). 
This  petition  was  presented  to  the  King  by  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
who  was  Recorder  of  the  town  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county ;  and  who,  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  wrote  an  official  letter  to  the  petitioners,  in 
which  he  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  scarcity  of  grain  through- 
out the  kingdom  was  real,  and  that  there  was  not  sufficient  com 
in  the  grancjries  of  the  farmers  and  factors  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  winter.  This  had  a  very  disastrous  effect.  Holders,  in 
anticipation  of  an  approaching  famine,  began  to  demand  rates 
much  more  extravagant  than  they  otherwise  might  have  done, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  wheat  was  150s.  per  quarter. 

It  waB  during  thu  year  that  Mr.  John  AttenbuiTow,  an 
wnfnffnt  augeon  ol  iUa  town,  undertook  to  propagate  vaccine 

'  ^     '      m  townspeople.      Notwithstanding 

inarflil  malignity,  committing 
ijttdice  of  all  classes  of 
■06    was  at  first   very 

r  ^Braced  by  inoculating 

*%  an  in&int  son  of 
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1800  Mr.  Charles  Baxter,  of  the  Cordwainers'  Arms,  Tollhouse-hill — 
in  both  cases  with  complete  success.  Mothers,  as  soon  as  they 
perceived  that  the  piuctice  was  unaccompanied  hj  danger,  began 
to  flock  to  Mr.  AttenburroVs  surgery  on  Beastmarket-hill,  with 
their  children  to  undergo  the  process,  and  the  worthy  gentleman, 
instead  of  making  a  charge,  thanked  them  for  their  attendance. 
Other  surgeons  soon  followed  the  commendable  example  set 
them  by  Mr.  Attenburrow.  A  discrimination  was  made  between 
those  parents  who  could  and  those  who  could  not  pay  for  the 
inoculation ;  and  this  discrimination  formed  the  boundary  to  the 
exercise  of  this  new  species  of  charity.  Upon  an  investigation  of 
the  subject,  by  a  number  of  wealthy  and  humane  inhabitants,  the 
gratuitous  inoculation  was  thought  to  be  too  heavy  a  tax  upon 
the  benevolence  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  profession,  particularly 
as  the  burden  fell  chiefly  upon  a  few  ;  a  public  subscription  was 
therefore  commenced  in  1805,  for  the  purpose  of  remunerating  a 
surgeon  for  vaccinating  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes,  but  in 
1813  the  institution  fell  to  the  ground  for  want  of  funds  to 
sustain  it. 


1801. 

1801  This  was  also  a  year  of  famine  and  distress.     The  price  of  a 

qu|Lrter  of  wheat,  in  successive  months,  will  sufficiently  indicate 
Uie  fact.  In  January,  the  purchase  money  of  wheat  of  the  best 
quality,  was  1428.;  in  February,  1668.;  March,  178s.;  April, 
172&;  May,  130s.;  June,  135s.;  July,  165&;  August,  90s.; 
September,  88s.;  October,  60s.;  November,  82s.;  and  December, 
82s. 

Jcunxw/ry  21. — John  Burrows,  servant  man  to  Mr.  Hadden, 
Castle-gate,  was  exercising  his  master's  horse  in  leaping  over  a 
bar  in  the  Riding  School,  when,  through  his  unskilfulness,  he  met 
with  his  death.  The  horse  was  a  noble  creature,  a  good  hunter, 
and  was  being  practised  unknown  to  its  owner.  The  man  had 
gone  over  the  bar  once,  and  had  been  remonstrated  with  by  those 
present  for  checking  the  animal  when  he  should  have  given  it  the 
rein,  but  persisting  in  his  conduct,  at  the  second  leap  the  horse 
stumbled,  threw  the  rider,  and  billing  upon  him,  killed  him  on 
the  spot. 

Apnl  17. — On  the  arrival  of  intelligence  of  Lord  Nelson's 
bombardment  of  Copenhagen  and  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet,  the 
town  was  immediately  in  an  uproar,  the  bells  were  rung,  bonfires 
made,  <&c.  On  the  following  Sunday,  after  Divine  service,  the 
Royal  Horse  Guards  and  the  East  Norfolk  Militia  fired  eighteen 
rounds  of  artillery  and  three  rounds  of  small  arms,  in  the 
to  further  celebrate  the  victory. 

April, — On  Easter  Tuesday,  the  parishioneni  ^ 
revived  their  long  dormant  r^^t  of  selecting 
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alternately  with  the  Vicar.     Charles  Mellor,  Esq.,  was  nominated    1801 
by  the  Church  party,  and  Mr.  Charles  Lambert  by  the  democratic 
section.      After  a  severe  trial  of    strength,   attended   by   gross 
irregularities,  Mr.  Mellor  was  elected. 

August  5. — Michael  Denman,  aged  31  years,  William  Sykes, 
aged  44  years,  and  Thomas  Bakewell,  aged  24  years,  were  executed 
in  the  usual  manner,  on  GkiUows  hill. 

Denman  and  Sykes  were  stonemasons,  and  belonged  to  a 
desperate  gang  that  infested  the  neighbourhood  of  Mansfield,  at 
which  town,  along  with  a  confederate  named  Ratcliffe,  who  was 
admitted  King's  evidence,  they  broke  into  the  Brown  Cow  public- 
house,  kept  by  Mr.  Bowler,  and  stole  therefrom  a  sum  of  money 
and  a  number  of  articles,  for  which  offence  they  underwent  the 
penalty  of  the  law.  Bakewell  was  a  framesmith,  and  was  con- 
demned for  breaking  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  John  Hemsley,  shoe- 
maker, of  Sutton  Bounington,  in  conjunction  with  associates 
named  Bidder  and  Lakin,  the  latter  of  whom  was  also  admitted 
as  King's  evidence.  Bidder  had  his  sentence  commuted  into 
transportation. 

Atigust — The  Notts.  Militia  moved  from  Dumfries  to  Kelso. 

September  6. — ^This  morning,  about  seven  o'clock,  a  stack  of 
chimneys  fell  through  the  roof  of  the  Old  Angel  public-house, 
High-pavement,  and  buried  in  their  ruins  Sergeant  Fairchild,  who 
was  in  bed  in  a  room  l)elow.  He  was  immediately  extricated,  but 
life  was  found  to  be  extinct. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Da\  i.son  electetl  Mayor, 
and  Mr.  Whiter  and  Mr.  Allen,  Sheriffs. 

October  3. — It  was  rumoured  in  the  town,  this  morning,  that 
preliminaries  of  peace  with  France  had  been  signed  in  London, 
and  though  at  first  unsupported,  the  bare  probability  excited  very 
general  joy.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  hour  of  the  arrival 
of  the  mail,  thousands  of  people  lined  the  London-road,  anxiously 
awaiting  a  confirmation  of  the  rumour.  The  mail  was  observed 
approaching  them  in  the  distance,  decked  with  laurel,  and  one 
loud  and  universal  cheer  broke  forth.  In  the  evening,  the  Volun- 
teer Infantry  paraded  the  Market-place  and  discharged  feus  de 
joie,  the  bells  rung,  and  bonfires  were  made. 

October  11. — Early  this  morning  (Sunday),  the  True  Briton 
coach  arrived  with  an  account  of  the  ratification  of  the  prelimin- 
aries alluded  to  above ;  and  in  the  afternoon  the  London-road  was 
again  crowded  with  people,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  mail.  The 
welcome  news  was  confirmed ;  the  horses  were  immediately  un- 
harnessed, and  the  mail,  attended  by  loud  and  continuous  huzzas, 
was  drawn  by  the  populace  to  the  Blackmoor's  Head.  After  the 
delivery  of  the  mail  bags  at  the  Post  Gifice  (conducted  at  this 
Utriod  by  Mr.  John  Raynor,  in  High-street),  the  ponderous 
bidie  was  again  drawn  by  the  people,  in  a  most  enthusiastic 

rwr,  to  the  Sand-hills,  and  then  suffered  to  continue  its  journey 
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1 801  Monday  was  a  day  of  the  most  joyful  festiyity.     The  belb  of 

all  the  churches  in  the  neighbourhood  were  rung  from  morning 
till  night,  bonfires  blazed  in  all  directions,  the  Loyalists  sported 
blue  favours,  guns  innumerable  were  fired,  and  sheep  publidy 
roasted  in  twenty  or  thirty  parts  of  the  town.  The  local  journalist 
adds, — '*  In  the  afternoon,  the  Volunteer  Infantry  fired  volleys  in 
the  Market-place.  And  in  the  evening,  there  was  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  illuminations  we  ever  witnessed.  The  Exchange  was 
uncommonly  splendid ;  the  lights  in  the  windows  were  femoifally 
arranged,  and  on  the  top,  a  row  of  blazing  torches,  placed  at 
pro|)er  distances,  added  much  to  the  effect.  On  the  front  was  a 
transparent  figure  of  Britannia,  with  the  motto,  *  Peace  with  all 
the  world.'  Below,  were  displayed  two  other  emblematic  paint- 
ings, on  which  were  distinguished,  '  Union  of  nations,'  and 
*  Commerce  revived :'  around  these  were  interspersed  variegated 
lamps  with  branches  of  laui-el :  the  whole  displayed  much  judg- 
ment and  taste.  Numerous  other  appropriate  devices  were 
exhibited  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  many  of  which  surpassed 
all  our  imagination  could  have  conceived.  Among  the  numerous 
presents  of  sheep,  (kc,  given  on  the  occasion,  we  have  to  notice 
the  liberality  of  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  at  whose  expense  some  hun- 
dreds of  persons  of  both  sexes,  in  this  town,  were  regaled  with 
roast  mutton,  ale,  and  tea.'' 

October, — The  Royal  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards  were  suc- 
ceeded at  the  Barracks  by  the  King's  Regiment  of  Dragoon 
Guards. 

Nove^iber  19. — ^The  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the 
county  met  at  the  Race  Stand,  and  proceeded  from  thence  in  pro- 
cession, with  music,  flags,  &c,  to  the  County  Hall,  to  elect  a 
representative  in  Parliament,  in  the  place  of  the  Hon.  Evelyn 
Pierrepont,  deceased.  Colonel  Eyre  nominated  the  Hon.  Charles 
Edward  Pierrepont  (Tory),  brother  of  the  late  member,  seconded 
by  John  Gaily  Knight,  Esq.,  and  there  being  no  opposition,  W.  £. 
Elliott,  Esq.,  the  High  Sheriff,  declared  him  duly  elected. 

November, — ^The  Derbyshire  Militia,  divided  into  three  divi- 
sions, was  stationed  at  Nottingham  (the  head-quarters),  Lough- 
borough, and  Leicester. 

The  Hen  Cross  was  taken  down  about  this  period. 

The  Independent  chapel  in  St.  Mary's-gate  was  erected  this 
year,  through  the  seceders  from  the  High-pavement  chapel  in  1761 
being  dispossessed  of  their  chapel  in  Hali&ix-place.  In  1861  it 
was  turned  into  a  shoeing  forga 

The  population  of  the  town  was  taken  this  year,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Population  Act,  and  returned  as  (including  the 
limits  of  the  Castle)  28,861.     The  number  of  houses  was  4,977; 
number  of  families,  6,707;  males,  13,729;  and  females^  Ifi*^^' 
Of  these  there  were, — males  chiefly  employed  in  agriottltip 
and  males  chiefly  employed  in  trade,  manufacture^  or  ^ 
11,698. 
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1802. 

March. — ^The  Notts.  Militia  inarched  from  Scotland,  in  three   1802 
divisionj^  to  Doncaster,  Retford,  and  Newark. 

March  11 — 15. — Sir  Richard  Graham,  Knt.,  presided  over 
the  aasices,  which  were  of  unusual  interest  and  importance^  no  less 
than  eleven  persons  being  capitally  convicted. 

13m  first  of  these  was  a  young  woman  named  Mary  Voce. 
She  was  bom  at  Sneinton,  in  1778,  and  her  maiden  name  was 
Hallam.  Her  husband  was  a  bricklayer,  and  brother  of  the  Voce 
who  was  hung  in  1775,  for  participating  in  the  murder  of  Widow 
Dufty ;  but  on  account  of  her  improper  attachments  with  other 
men,  he  had  left  her  with  two  sinaU  children.  She  resided  in  ^ 
Fisher-gate,  and  finding  her  youngest  child  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  her  improper  connections,  she  poisoned  it.  She  was  tried  on 
Friday,  and  the  Judge,  in  passing  sentence,  directed  that  she  be 
executed  on  the  following  Monday  and  her  body  submitted  for 
dissection.  She  received  the  sentence  with  remarkable  composure. 
Owing  to  his  Lordship  being  detained  beyond  the  usual  time,  she 
obtained  a  respite  till  Tuesday,  on  which  day  she  was  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  execution,  amidst  the  greatest  concourse,  of  specta- 
tors ever  witnessed  in  this  town;  above  one  hundred  voices 
dnging  penitentiary  hymns  on  the  way  to  and  at  the  gallows,  and 
three  or  four  persons  attendmg  voluntarily  in  the  cart,  adminis- 
tering comfort  and  consolation. 

Another  of  the  convicts  was  a  youth,  14  years  of  age,  named 
John  Attenburrow.  He  was  sentenced  to  hd  hung  for  picking 
the  pocket  of  Mr.  John  Wilcockson,  druggist,  and  stealing  there- 
from several  bank  notes,  during  the  funenal  ceremony  of  &e  late 
Mr.  Alderman  Worthington,  in  St  Peter's  churchyard.  On 
aooount  of  his  youth  he  was  subsequently  reprieved. 

There  were  also  sentenced  to  be  hung,  William  Shipley  and 
John  Jackson,  for  extorting  money  from  WiJliam  Savidge,  at 
Carlton,  under  pretence  of  charging  him  with  the  crime  of  .sodomy; 
Ferdinando  Davis  and  Henry  Palmer,  for  a  robbery  on  the  hi^- 
way ;  Robert  Smith  and  Greorge  Pye,  for  sheep  stealing ;  William 
OaUis  and  John  Foreman,  for  st^Jing  two  heifers ;  and  Jabez 
Dry,  for  a  grand  larceny.  Of  these,  all  except  Davis  and  Palmer 
were  reprieved  ere  the  Judge  left  the  town. 

Davis  was  a  blacksmith,  and  a  native  of  Sawley.  He  had 
robbed  John  Cockayne,  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Joseph  Beardsley, 
batcher,  of  Nottingham,  of  a  silver  watch  and  some  money,  on 
^Ito  Dertty-road,  in  the  parish  of  Lenton.     He  was  a  remarkably 

'"^"'mg.man,  34  years  of  age,  and  was  executed  on  the  31st  of 
->  wdmer  received  a  free  pardon. 

'^The  local  journalist  states, — "  The  news  of  the 
nite  treaty  arrived  here  by  express  on  Monday 

2h 
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1802  night  about  eleven  o'clock ;  it  spread  through  the  town  in  an 
instant,  like  an  electric  shock,  and  multitudes  immediately  assem- 
bled to  testify  their  joy  by  the  firing  of  guns,  huzzaing,  and  the 
ringing  of  bells ;  and  on  Tuesday  the  official  tidings  of  this  glad- 
some event  were  received  by  the  mail  On  its  appearance  in  the 
Trent  lanes,  a  great  concourse  of  people  assembled,  unhameBsed 
the  horses,  and  drew  it  into  the  town ;  in  doing  which,  we  are 
sorry  to  observe,  several  accidents  happened.  One  man  was  nm 
over  by  the  coach,  and  very  much  bruised;  another  had  hift 
shoulder  dislocated,  another  had  his  thigh  broke,  and  a  fourth  his 
ftirm  broke,  as  well  as  others  of  a  more  trivial  natura  Im  ihb 
evening,  the  Volunteer  Inftuitry  assembled,  and  fired  three  «loel* 
lent  vmleys  in  honour  of  the  occasion." 

April  18. — Death  of  Erasmus  Darwin,  M.D.,  aged  69  yeaa«L 

.  This  eelebrated  man  was  equally  famed  as  a  physician  aand  a  poii. 

He  was  the  son  of  a  private  gentleman,  of  Elton,  near  NewariB, 

and  spent  the  last  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  in  Derby  and  ite 

neighbourhood. 

Few  men  enjoyed  greater  local  celebrity  than  Dr.  Darwin. 
The  el^anoies  of  his  mind  formed  a  striking  iMmtrast  ta  the 
inelegancies  of  his  body.  When  four  and  twenty  years  of  age^ 
he  was  somewhat  above  the  middle  size ;  his  form  athletic  -and 
inclined  to  corpulence ;  his  limbs  too  heavy  for  exact  proportion. 
The  traces  of  a  very  severe  small-pox,  a  stoop  in  the  shoulders, 
axid  the  then  professional  appendage,  a  large  full  bottomed  wig^ 
gave  him  at  that  early  period  of  life,  an  appearance  of  nearly 
twice  his  years.  An  inveterate  and  most  unpleasant  stammer  it 
times  almost  choked  his  utterance;  but  notwithstanding  his 
ungainliness  of  person,  the  gentry  throughout  the  Midland 
counties  flocked  to  him  for  advice,  and  his  skill  was  deservedly 
held  in  the  highest  repute. 

AprU, — In  consequence  of  the  peace,  the  Nottinghamshire 
Regiment  of  Militia  was  partially  disbanded  at  Newark  mnd 
Ketford. 

May  1. — ^This  being  the  day  appointed  for  proclaiming  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  it  was  observed  in  Nottingham  with  great 
pomp  and  show.  A  procession  was  formed  in  tiie  Market-plaoe 
in  the  following  order : — 

A  detachment  of  Dragooni. 
The  Mayor  and  CorporatioiL 

A  number  of  Conitablea.  .    . 

Two  troops  of  the  Dragoon  Guards. 
The  five  companies  of  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Town  Troop  of  G^tlemen  Yeomanry  Oavairy, 

&0.,  &c,  &c 

The  proclamations  were  first  read  at  the  Malt  Cron.     At  ikf  Q9I^    ,  -^ 
elusion  of  each,  "God  save  the  King"  was  played  ^y  .-tti^j^**-''*"'^ 
accompanied  by  the  drums,  a  flounsh'of  tgmnpe>%  ( ^ 
huzzas  by  the  populace.     From  thenoe  thej  wefot  |ot 
Cross,  where  the  same  ceremony  was  observed^  Mp4  le 
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through  the  principal  streets,  the  procession  re-entered  the  Market-  18(X) 
jAace  and  forming  a  large  square  in  front  of  the  Exchange,  the 
proclamations  were  read  a  third  and  final  time. 

Ma^  7. — Early  this  morning  the  warehouse  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Feet  and  Co.,  lace  manufacturers,  Pilcher-gate,  was  dift- 
eovered  to  be  on  fire.  The  two  engines  from  St.  Mary's  church 
iMre  immediately  brought  to  the  scene  of  the  calamity,  and 
th#ugh  efficiently  manned  and  supplied  with  water  their  services 
weie  of  no  avail  The  premises  were  reduced  to  a  shell,  and  the 
low  of  property  was  very  considerable. 

Jfay  13.— ^The  Nottingham  Troop  of  Gentlemen  Yeomanry 
Oavmlry,  commanded  by  Captain  Wright,  assembled  previous  to 
their  disembodiment.  A  sumptuous  dinner  was  provided  at  the 
Biding  School,  of  which  a  hundred  gentlemen  partook,  and  joined 
in  the  convivialities  usual  on  such  occasions.  An  elegant  piece  of 
plate  was  presented  to  their  Captain,  as  a  testimony  of  their 
gratitude  to  him  for  his  politeness  and  attention  to  the  corps, 
twenty  guineas  to  the  Sergeant,  and  ^ve  guineas  to  the  Trumpeter. 

Lord  Newark  presented  honorary  medals  to  the  whole  corps 
^in  commemoration  of  their  important  services.''  Those  of  the 
eom  missioned  officers  were  of  gold,  and  those  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  silver.  On  the  one  side  was  the 
profile  of  the  King,  and  on  the  reverse,  a  representation  of  the 
lamed  Greendale  Oak,  and  the  inscription,  Foi^  Loi,  RoL 

Jvly  6. — An  election,  consequent  on  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  late  members,  Mr.  Coke  and  Sir  J.  B.  Warren  offered 
themselves  for  re-election;  and  a  journeyman  stockingmaker, 
seconded  by  a  wookomber,  nominated  Mr.  Joseph  Birch,  of  the 
Hasles,  near  Liverpool  (fother  of  Sir  Thomas  Birch,  the  late 
member  for  that  great  town),  a  gentleman,  who  was  personally 
unknown  to  the  constituency,  and  was  nominated  without  his 
eoiKsanrence. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  contests  remembered. 
The  popular  feeling,  ever  capricious  and  changing,  so  long  allied 
with  the  old  Blue  principles,  seemed  to  have  gone  over  to  the 
Yellow  standard  of  *^  Birch  and  Independence  T'  It  is  essential 
that  we  glanee  at  the  cause  of  this  revulsion  of  sentiment.  Un- 
dcmbtedly,  it  was  principally  referable  to  the  fact,  that  the  lower 
orders  of  the  peqple,  who  had  suffered  very  severely  during  the 
war,  were  naturally  led  to  attribute  their  privations  to  the  measures 
of  th^  late  Parliament,  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Coke,  who  had . 
Mtifislj  supported  those  measures.  Hence,  many  of  the  learned 
MEtlanuui's  former  supporters  were  now  highly  exasperated  against. 
MM,  «nd  tliroiighoiit  his  canvass,  and  on  his  way  to  and  from  the 
•IxMkh,  he  was  several  times  most  unjustifiably  and 
His  immediate  friends  were  also  treated  offen- 
^thanoL  who  were  known  or  supposed  to  have 
ip^of  '94,  were  '*  spencered,"  and  in  some 
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18(3  The  Jawmal  narrates  the  circumstanoee  as  follows: — "The 

difficulty,  as  veil  as  danger,  in  getting  to  the  hustings  to  poll  for 
our  late  worthy  representative,  D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.,  induced  that 

KUeman  to  decline  any  further  contest  on  Wednesday  morning 
,  and  the  returns  were  declared  in  favour  of  Sir  J.  B.  WarreOy 
Bart,  and  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.;  but  we  understand  Mr.  Coke  has 
expressed  his  determination  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  election,  on  the  ground  of  turbulent  and  undue 
influence.  On  Wednesday  afternoon,  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.,  was 
diaired  amidst  an  innumerable  concourse  of  spectators,  a  body  of 
of  his  friends,  decorated  with  purple,  pink,  and  yellow  ribbons, 
forming  a  procession,  with  flags  and  other  symbols  of  eimU  Ubmiy^ 
a  band  of  music  playing  to  patriotic  airs  and  hjmms,  sung  by  those 
iorming  the  procession.  The  Candidate  was  preceded  by  twenty* 
four  damsels  dressed  in  white,  ornamented  with  wreaths  of  flowers, 
and  carrying  leaves  of  laurel  in  their  hands ;  the  foremost  sup- 
porting a  standard  of  the  arms  of  the  Representative  Our 
Umits  preclude  the  possibiUty  of  particularising  the  further  pn>- 
eeedings  of  the  day,  but  it  gives  us  pleasure  in  observing  that  the 

Esatest  good  order  prevailed.     Sir  J.  B.  Warren  declined  the 
noor  of    being  chaired."     The  summary  of  the  poll  was  as 
follows : — 

Sir  J.  R  Warren  ...  ...  983 

Joseph  Birch,  Esq.  ...  928 

Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esq.         ...  636 

For  Warren  only,  48  ;  for  Birch  only,  595  ;  for  Coke  only,  10. 
Jidy  13. — Lord  William  Bentinck  and  the  Hon.  C.  H.  Pierre- 
pont  were  re-elected  for  the  county  without  opposition. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Benjamin  Hombuckle,  hosier, 
Narrow-marsh,  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  W.  Howitt  and  Mr. 
Hiokling,  Sherifls. 

yavember  17. — Death  of  Samuel  Wise,  Grent.,  of  Beastm^> 
ket-hill,  a  musical  composer  of  local  eminence,  and  organist  to  St. 
Mary's  during  the  long  period  of  forty-six  years,  without  inters 
mission.     Mr.  John  Pearson  was  appointed  his  successor. 

November  29. — Destruction  by  fire  of  Mr.  Denison's  mill,  at 
Pennyf  oot-stile.  The  circumstances  were  thus  recorded  at  the  time : 
"  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  cotton- 
twist  manufactory  of  Messrs.  Oates,  Stevens,  and  Ca,  was  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire.  An  alarm  was  instantly  raised,  but  before 
the  engines  could  reach  the  spot,  with  the  necessary  assistance, 
the  fire  had  gained  such  a  head  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
arresting  its  progress  ;  the  building  by  this  time  being  one  entire 
blaze.  At  half-past  four  o'clock,  the  working  of  the  engines  was 
'  for  a  moment  suspended,  everyone  viewing  the  fire  with  silent 
awe.  The  greatest  alarm  prevailed  for  the  safety  of  the  buildings 
in  Poplar-square,  and  the  general  attention  was  directed  to  them ; 
but  the  endeavours  to  prevent  those  houses  sharing  a  similar  fate 
would  have  been  ineffectual,  had  not  the  wind,  which  before  had 
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blown  directly  upon  them,  fortunately  chopped  about,  and  carried   1802 
the  flames  in  a  direction  over  the  Meadows.     About  five  o'clock, 
the  front  of    this  beautiful  edifice  fell  in  with  a  tremendous 
crash ;  on  which  there  arose  such  a  volume  of  smoke  and  burning 
embers  as  exceeds  the  power  of  description,  and  which  was  carried 
to  an  iomiense  distance.     The  place  then  exhibited  nothing  but 
a  smoking  ruin,  with  pieces  of  blazing  timber,  beams,  tS^.,  in  the 
walls  that  remained  standing,  till  each  fell  to  the  bottom  in  suq- 
cession,  where  it  continued  burning  for  several  days.      About 
£2,000  worth  of  raw  cotton   was  saved.     The  premises  were 
insured  for  about  XI  0,000,  in  the  Sun  and  Royal  Exchange  Fire 
offices ;  being  about  two-thirds  of  the  real  loss.     The  manner  in 
which  the  fire  originated  has  not  been  clearly  ascertained.     Con- 
jecture has  hatched  many  absurd  stories,  but  after  inquiry,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  report  of  its  being  the  work  of  an  incendiary 
is  deserving  of  attention.''    The  mill  was  allowed  to  be  one  of  the 
handsomest  of  its  kind  in  the  kingdom,  and  was  fitted  up  in  the 
most  complete  manner.     It  was  seven  storys  high,  employing 
about  three  hundred  people,  all  of  whom  were  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  above  calamity.     It  stood  on  a  plot  of  land 
between  Pennyfoot-stile  and  Poplar-place,  and  was  built  in  the 
years  1791-2.     After  the  fire  the  ground  on  which  it  stood  was 
cleared  and  converted  into  gardens. 

Statistics  of  Sabbath  School  instruction  in  Nottingham  at 
this  period: —  BojaAOiris. 

Belonging  to  the  Methodist  Sunday  schools  ...  900 
Ditto  Church  of  England  ...  400 

Ditto  General  Baptist  ...  ...  275 

Ditto  Independent        ...  ...  150 

Ditto  Particular  Baptist  ...  138 


Total  ...1863 


1803. 

Ftibrua/ry, — The   Nottinghamshire    Begiment   of    Fencibles  1803 
were  brought  from  Cork  to  Bristol,  and  marched  from  thence  to 
Nottingham,  where  they  were  disembodied.     Nearly  half  of  them 
had  volunteered  into  regiments  of  the  line. 

MfMTch  23. — Execution  of  John  Thompson,  aged  21  years. 
This  was  a  peculiarly  afflictive  case.  From  circumstances  which 
amounted  to  the  strongest  presumptive  proof,  there  is  abundant 
reason  to  believe  that  the  name  of  Thompson  was  assumed,  and 
that  the  young  man  was  a  member  of  a  family  in  an  exalted  * 
station  of  life  in  the  city  of  Norwich.  He  is  described  as  posses- 
sing "a  fine  commanding  figure,  great  talents,  and  courage 
amounting  almost  to  ferocity."  He  was  condemned  for  stealing  a 
portmanteau,  the .  property  of    Mr.    Edward    Smith    Godfrey, 


S42  TSB  ffOTTmOHAM  DAR-BOO& 

1908  attorney,  of  Newark,  from  the  coach  office  in  that  town ;  and  hki 
crime  was  aggravated  by  an  attempt  to  stab  the  person  who  seised 
him,  in  the  yard  of  the  White  Lion  inn,  Nottingham,  as  he  was 
getting  off  the  coach.  When  about  mid-way  to  the  place  of 
execution,  his  wife  (a  young  woman,  to  whom  ho  had  been  married 
cmly  two  days  before  he  was  apprehended),  unable  to  reetarain  her 
feelings  on  hearing  of  his  approach,  rushed  through  the  crowd, 
and  clasped  him  in  her  arms  in  the  cart  A  scene  ensued  sufficient 
to  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  every  person  alive  to  mental  sensibility ; 
their  mutual  distress  excited  the  sympathy  of  every  beholder,  and 
augmented  the  scene  of  woe  to  such  an  degree,  that  she  was  at 
last  borne  away  in  a  state  of  distraction. 

March  16. — Mr.  Coke,  the  late  member,  having  presented  a 
petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  against  the  return  of  Mr. 
Birch,  on  the  ground  that  the  election  was  not  a  free  and  valid 
one,  the  Committee,  after  a  protracted  inquiry,  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

miat  Joseph  fiirch  and  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esqe.,  were  not  daly  elected : 
that  the  last  election  at  Nottingham  was  void  with  respect  to  one  of  the  fiorgeeset, 
and  that  the  Petition  of  the  Petitioners,  and  the  opposition  of  Joaeph  Birdi 
tiMieto,  were  not  frivoloaB  or  vexatious. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  John  Allen,  heing  the  Betuming 
Officer  at  the  last  Election  for  the  Town  and  Countf  of  the  Town  of  Nottindbam, 
acted  contrary  to  his  duty  in  opening  a  Poll,  and  proceeding  to  take  IheVotes 
of  Electors,  for  a  period  of  half  an  hour,  and  until  forty-four  Electors  had 
polled,  there  heing  during  the  whole  of  that  time  no  third  Candidate.* 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the  Petitioner,  Daniel  Parker  Coke, 
Esq.,  after  sustaining  several  insults,  and  suffering  personal  violence,  was  obliged, 
from  the  just  apprehension  of  hazard  to  his  life,  to  leave  the  place,  and  could 
not  venture  to  return.  And  that  a  large  number  of  Electors  in  his  interest  were 
deterred  from  exercising  their  franchise  of  voting. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the  said  John  Davison,  the  Mayor, 
aad  the  said  Joseph  Oldknow  and  Thomas  Oldknow,  two  of  the  Aldermen  of 
tiie  said  Town  and  Countv  of  the  said  Town  of  Nottingham,  took  no  effectual 
means  to  preserve  the  freeoom  of  election,  or  restore  it  when  so  violated,  or  to 
punish  the  offenders. 

It  appearing  that  (he  Mayor  and  Aldermen  have,  by  charter,  an  exclusive 
lurisdiction  witbin  the  Town  and  Countv  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
Committee  thinking  it  highly  expedient  to  provide  some  bettco*  securi^  than  is 
likely  to  be  provided  by  the  Corporation  of  Nottingham,  to  preserve  the  peace 
withm  the  said  Town  ana  County  tnereof  ,and  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  same 
diflgraoeful  scenes ; 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  House  be  moved  ifor  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of  Nottingham  oonourrent 
luiisdictioB  with  the  Magistrates  of  the  Town  and  County  of  the  Town  of 
Nottingham. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  unless  such  or  some  other 
measure  to  the  like  effect  be  taken  previously  to  the  next  Election  for  the  Town 
■ad  County  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  there  is  no  reasonable  hope  that  a  frtse 
etoction  can  be  had. 

Marcli  23. — Mr.  Birch,  the  unseated  Member,  made  a  public 
entry  into  town.  He  was  attended  bj  fourteen  large  flags,  a 
band  of  music,  a  number  of  gentlemen  on  horseback,  and  a  veiy 
large  body  6i  pec^le  most  enthusiastic  in  his  favour.  He  addrened 

•  Mr.  Biroli  did  not  srrite  m  Nbitingiiam  tm  Hm  ftMrth  ^. 
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kia  friends  in  tbe  Ez^iange  Hall,  and  announced  his  intention  of  IBOH 
t^stn  scdicitiiig  their  suffirsges. 

Mareh  28. — ^A  meeting  of  Mr.  Coke's  supporters  was  held  in 
the  laiige  room  of  the  White  Lion  inn,  to  consider  upon  the  best 
means  of  promoting  his  return,  whenever  Parliament  should  issua 
a  new  writ.  It  ¥ras  agreed  that  a  close  and  general  canvass  of  the 
town  should  at  once  be  commenced,  and  that  John  Elliott,  Esq^ 
r^vesont  him  during  his  absence. 

Afiril  28. — A  petition  against  the  bill,  pending  in  Parliament^ 
-  for  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peaoe  for  the 
OGHsty  ci  Nottingham  into  the  town  of  Nottingham,  was  signed 
iM  the  oourse  of  eight  hours,  bj  4,235  inhabitants,  and  was  de- 
spgtohed  to  London  the  same  day  by  express,  for  presentation  4» 
Ae  House  of  Commons. 

April  29. — ^The  House  of  Commons  was  occupied  with  «b 
animated  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill  above  refenred  to.  Mr. 
L  H.  Browne,  the  Chairman  of  the  late  Committee,  presented  a 
numerously  signed  petition  from  the  freeholders  and  burgeBsef^ 
supporters  of  Mr.  Coke,  praying  that  the  bill  might  pass  into  law. 
The  counter  petition  was  presented  by  the  Bight  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox. 
Mr.  Browne  then  moved  the  committal  of  th^  bill.  The  learned 
Sei^eant  stated  that  it  was  necessary  some  effectual  means  should 
be  adopted  for  putting  a  stop  to  excesses  like  those  which  of  late 
years  disgiuced  the  town ;  and  in  his  opinion  the  bill  was  calcu- 
lated for  that  beneficial  purpose.  Mr.  Henderson  expressed  his 
grave  doubt  whether  the  bill  could  be  passed,  consistently  with  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  and  refused  to  support  it  with .  his 
vote.  But  the  chief  feature  of  the  debate  was  the  eloquent 
oration  of  Mr.  Fox.  Li  terms  of  uncommon  force  and  animation, 
the  Whig  leader  entered  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  conduct 
of  the  local  magistracy,  and  met  the  inuendoes  thrown  out  against 
them.  He  argued,  "  It  is  said  that  the  magistrates  of  the  town 
are  not  equal  to  their  duty.  If  such  be  the  fact,  why  not  allow, 
by  an  alteration  of  the  charter,  the  election  of  an  additional 
odomber  of  magistrates  ?  Assuredly  they  would  be  as  adequate  to 
meet  the  evil  complained  of,  as  magistrates  appointed  by  the 
Crown ;  but  the  whole  of  this  proceeding  marks  the  disposition 
whidi  has  of  late  years  been  too  often  manifested,  that  no  oppor- 
tunity is  to  be  lost  sight  of  that  will  add  to  the  power  of  the 
executive  government  This  seems  to  be  the  panacea  for  every 
«eviL  It  is  not  contended  that  there  is  any  precedent  for  a 
measure  like  that  before  the  House.  And  is  it  not  extraordinary 
that,  in  1803,  a  case  should  have  happened  calling  for  a  bill,  far 
which  there  is  no  precedent ;  but  the  fact  is,  the  measure  is  utterly 
inapplicable  to  the  case  described,  and  not  at  all  a  proper  or  con- 
stitutional remedy.  It  is  not  a  measure  drawn  up  merely  to  meet 
sod  repress  riots,  but  proposing  to  give  to  magistrates  appointed 
bgr  the  Orown,  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  those  of  the  Corpo- 
ItttioQ ;  and  for  the  purpose  too  of  giving  a  triumph  to  that  party 
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1803  in  the  town  which  has  never  he  found  hackward  in  rioting.  Thim 
is  the  first  case  in  which  a  popular  tumult  in  any  corporate  town 
was  made  a  pretence  for  invading  the  privileges  of  that  corporation* 
It  is  insinuated,  however,  that  the  magistrates  are  culpable ;  if  so 
let  them  be  tried  and  punished.*  But  it  would  be  a  new  principle 
in  the  practice  or  theory  of  law,  that,  because  elective  magistratea 
were  guilty,  those  who  had  the  right  of  election  should  be  injured.** 
In  another  part  of  his  speech,  the  speaker  met  one  of  the  mora 
prominent  of  the  charges,  with  this  language : — "  I  am  ready  to 
confess  that  I  have  my  prejudices  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  am* 
always  disposed  to  take  my  prejudices  in  favour  of  persons  calum- 
niated. I  know  that  calumny  has  been  actively  employed  against 
the  magistracy  of  Nottingham.  I  know  that  a  number  ci  idle 
storiest  have  been  industriously  propagated  respecting  them,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  late  election :  among  which  was,  that  *« 
naked  woman,  meant  to  represent  the  goddess  of  Reason,'  was  in 
the  course  of  that  election,  borne  in  procession  through  the  streeta, 
by  a  mob  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Birch.  This  tale,  which  found 
its  way  into  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  could  not  fsjl  to  make  an 
unfavourable  impression  on  the  publicr  mind  wherever  it  was 
believed,  and  it  certainly  did  obtain  some  credit  among  certain 
people  in  London  and  other  distant  places.  A  learned  friend  of 
mine  (Mr.  Pigot),  whom  I  much  respect,  was  even  persuaded  to 
mention  it  in  his  opening  before  the  Committee.  To  show  the 
gross  ^dsehood  of  this  scandalous  story,  I  need  only  mention  that 
when  Mr.  Birch's  counsel  offered  to  prove  that  no  such  thing  took 
place,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  |  declared  there  was  no 
necessity,  as  no  one  of  the  members  had  the  slightest  belief  of  it. 
Yet  this  fabrication  is  still  repeated ;  and  such  pertinacity  is  quite 
enough  to  betray  the  falsehood  and  virulence  of  those  spirits  who 
have  circulated  so  many  mischievous  reports  respecting  Notting- 
ham. *  *  If  this  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  upon  the 
magistrates,  and  disfranchisement  of  the  people  of  Nottingham, 
should  really  pass  the  House,  I  trust  the  time  will  come  ere  long, 
when  this  measure  shall  be  reconsidered,  and  they  shall  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  of   recovering  their  just  rights."     Mr.  Fox  con- 

*  There  oan  be  no  queition  that  the  magUtntei  were  remiii  in  the  diach&rge  of 
their  dtttiee,  thou|(h  not  to  much  u  wm  repreeented.  One  f»ct  alone  is  luffldent  to  ehow 
their  want  of  energy  and  flnnnees ;  they  suffered  the  roof  of  the  polling-booth  to  be  "tyid 
with  people,  who  saluted  Mr.  Coke's  supporters,  for  whole  days,  with  the  most  abnsiTe 
epithets. 

1  Mr.  Fox  alluded  to  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  entitMl,  "Thoughts  on  the  late 
Oenend  Kleetion,  as  demonstrative  of  the  protfnws  of  Jacobinism,  by  John  Bowles.  Ksq.** 


This  production  stated,  "  With  regard  to  the  elections  themselves,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
they  have  exhibited  various  dttprees  of  Jacobinism,  as  the  candidates  were  more  or  less  in- 
ftetod  with  that  malady,  and  as  local  circumstances  were  more  or  less  favourable  to  its 


diffusion.  At  Nottingham,  the  display  has  been  complete.  In  that  town  the  Jacobinical 
mob  obliged  one  of  the  oandidates,  for  the  sake  of  hb  personal  safety,  to  discontinue  the 
poll :  and  afterwards  publicly  celebrated  their  triumph,  obtained  in  such  a  manner,  by  dis- 
^aymg  the  Tree  of  Liberty,  and  the  French  national  trl-coloured  flag ;  by  singing  the 
tUvUutionary  song,  *  Millions  be  free'  and  the  *  Marselllais  llymn  ;'  by  ventmgthe  most 
horrible  imprecations  sgainst  their  Sovereign ;  and  by  a  procession  in  the  true  style  of  UalUc 
Jaoobinism,  in  whidi  a  female,  representing  the  Goddess  of  Reason,  in  a  state  of  entire 
nudity,  was  a  conspicuous  figure.  -  On  these  points,  the  writer  was  etthecgnMsfy  daoeiTed, 
or  was  a  most  barefaced  misrepresenter. 

X  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.,  M.P.,  for  BridgeiMrth. 
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chided  by  submitting  an  amendment,  to  the  effect  that,  a 
requisition  being  signed  by  ten  or  more  inhabitants,  the  town 
magistrates  might  then  be  empowered  to  call  in  the  assistance  of 
the  justices  of  the  county,  in  the  manner  described  in  the  bilL 
A  warm  debate  ensued.  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Frankland,  and  Mr.  Rose 
supported  the  motion ;  and  Mr.  P.  Moore,  Sir  W.  Qearey,  and 
Mr.  Orey  were  against  it.  It  ended  in  the  amendment  being 
withdrawn,  the  sense  of  the  House  being  clearly  against  its 
reoeptioii. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  on  the  3rd  of  May.  A  renewed 
effort  was  made  to  eject  it,  but  without  success.  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Grey,  and  Lord  George  Cavendish  spoke  on  the  one  side ;  and  the 
Attorney-General,  Mr.  Bond,  and  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  on  the  other. 
On  the  House  dividing  there  appeared,  for  the  third  reading,  164; 
against  it,  29.     Majority,  1.35. 

The  measure  passed  through  the  Lords  in  an  equally  trium- 
phant manner,  and  received  the  Royal  assent  on  the  17th  of  May. 

This  Act  of  the  Legislature  gave  rise  to  a  long  series  of 
mutual  annoyances.  The  county  justices  being  chiefly  of  Tory 
sentiments,  and  the  town  magistracy  Whigs,  who  looked  upon  the 
interference  of  their  county  brethren  as  an  intrusion,  no  cordiaUty 
of  action  could  take  place  between  them.  Unhappily  for  the 
interests  of  the  town,  for  many  years,  whichever  party  had  a 
majority  on  the  bench,  gave  a  political  tinge  to  the  exercise  of 
their  power  and  patronage ;  but  as  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  were 
by  their  charter  limited  to  the  number  of  seven,  eight  of  the  op- 
pofdng  party  could  at  any  time  carry  everything  their  own  way, 
so  that  most  generally  the  town  justices  were  outnumbered.  Blue 
constables  begone  as  plentiful  as  blackberries,  such  a  thing  as  a 
Tellow  overseer  of  the  poor  was  seldom  heard  of,  and  licenses  for 
Blue  publicans  were  granted  in  profusion.  The  county  ma^strates 
most  active  in  their  interference  were,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wylde,  of 
Short-hill,  W.  E.  Elliott  and  J.  Elliott,  Esqs.,  silk  merchants, 
Castle^gate,  the  Hon.  H.  Sedley,  of  Nuttall,  Dr.  Jackson,  of 
Risley,  J.  Longdon,  Esq.,  of  Bramcote,  J.  H.  Hall,  Esq.,  of 
Bidey,  the  Rev.  J.  Ashpinshaw,  of  St.  Peter's-square,  T.  Midtby, 
Esq.,  lace  manufacturer.  Friar-lane,  John  Robinson,  Esq.,  of 
Plapplewick,  and  other  gentlemen.  The  interference  was  continued, 
more  or  less,  till  about  the  year  1824,  after  which  period  the  Act 
became  virtually  a  dead  letter.  It  was  repealed  by  the  Notting- 
ham Improvement  Act  of  1874. 

May  9. — Lord  William  Bentinck  having  been  appointed 
Governor  of  Madras,  and  resigned  his  seat,  Anthony  Hardolph 
Eyre,  Esq.,  of  the  Grove,  near  Retford,  was  elected  his  successor. 
The  hon.  gentleman  declared  himself  '*  a  perfectly  independent  man, 
unsupported  by  any  powerful  individual,  and  unconnected  with  any 
party." 

Ma/y  26. — ^The  writ  for  a  new  election  having  been  issued, 
Mr.  Coke  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  the  town,  attended  by 
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F803  sixteen  hundred  horsemen  (chiefly  from  the  county,  six  abreftst^ 
and  both  horses  and  riders  decorated  profusely  with  blue  ribbonfl), 
a  band  of  musicians,  seated  in  a  car  lined  with  blue  silk,  and  drawn 
by  four  horses,  fifty-two  large  and  beautiful  flags,  and  an  immense 
number  of  people  on  foot.  Mr.  Coke  was  seated  in  an  open 
landau,  drawn  by  the  populace ;  and  was  followed  by  the  Jimior 
Council,  in  a  coach  and  four,  driven  by  postilions  dressed  in  silk 
waistooats  and  caps  of  the  predominating  colour.  The  Market- 
place displayed  such  a  scene  of  grandeur  as  was  perhaps  never 
before  witnessed  in  this  kingdom ;  upwards  of  one  hundred  blue 
flags  were  seen  flying  at  the  same  moment,  some  of  which  were 
beautifully  ornamented  with  silver,  and  the  day  being  fine,  with  a 
gentle  breeze,  they  were  seen  to  the  best  advantage.  Mr.  Coke's 
landau  was  drawn  up  to  the  front  of  the  Exchange,  and  rising  up 
in  it,  the  learned  gentleman  addressed  the  assemblage  in  his  usual 
animated  manner. 

The  next  day  (Friday),  as  by  the  wand  of  a  magician,  the 
town  and  populace  appeared  as  universally  yellow  as  on  Thursday 
they  had  seemed  blue.  Not  that  any  revulsion  of  sentiment  had 
taken  place ;  but  that  the  political  arena  was  occupied  by  a  dif- 
ferent though  equally  numerous  body  of  performers.  Mr.  Birch, 
aooompanied  by  Mr.  Byng,  M.P.  for  Middlesex,  was  escorted  into 
the  town  by  an  amazing  concourse  of  people  sporting  yellow 
favours,  and  in  the  procession  were  a  great  number  of  large  and 
elegant  flags  of  the  same  colour,  with  the  addition  of  purple  and 
pink.  After  addressing  the  electors  in  the  Market-place,  amidst 
every  mark  of  applause,  Mr.  Birch,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Byng, 
retii^  to  the  house  of  the  £x-Mayor,  Mr.  Davison,  Plumptre 
House. 

Monday,  the  30th,  was  the  first  day  of  the  election.  Mr. 
Coke  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Storer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carpenter 
Smith,  of  Southwark.  His  opponent  was  nominated  by  Mr. 
Fellows,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mellor.  Both  parties  then  left  the 
Exchange,  for  the  hustings  in  the  Market-place,  and  at  once  pro- 
ceeded with  a  poll,  which  continued,  with  varying  success,  seven 
day&  Such  was  the  ardour  of  the  electors,  in  suppoi-t  of  their 
rei^>ective  candidates,  that  it  was  a  task  of  extreme  difficulty  to 
get  up  to  the  poll,  during  the  first  three  or  four  days.  It  is 
related  that  Mr.  Birch's  friends  one  evening,  having  been  sup- 
planted the  day  before,  took  possession  of  the  avenue  to  the 
poll-both  soon  after  ten  o'clock,  to  be  enabled  to  poll  the  next 
morning ;  and  that  many  did  not  get  through  till  the  middle  of 
the  day.  This  extraordinary  zeal  was  attended  by  serious  conse- 
quences in  several  cases.  Some  of  the  Blues,  exasperated  at  them 
for  thus  taking  possession  of  the  polling-booth,  sent  them  refresh- 
ments, in  whidi  was  diffused  a  quantity  of  jalap,  which  came  to 
them  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Birch's  committee :  the  bait  was  taken, 
and  several  of  the  sufferers  received  great  injury.  Mr.  Coke's 
{|imdB>  the  following  day,  choked  up  the  avenue  in  a  similar 
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■Manor.    At  the  oloee  of  the  seventh  day, 

Mr.  Biroh  retired  from   1808 

theoontest 

FiFBtday 

..     Mr. 

Coke  109     .. 

..     Mr.  Birch  100 

Second  day 

1 

42     . 

■  •                     %% 

200 

Third  day 

•• 

180     . 

B    *                                                   If 

90 

Fourth  day 

•  • 

218     . 

202 

Fifth  day 

J 

153     .. 

269 

Sixth  day 

J 

297     .. 

99 

123 

Seventh  day     . 

J 

,          360     ., 

180 

Total     ...     1359  1164 

The  ceremony  of  chairing  the  successful  candidate  tdok  place 
on  the  following  Wednesday.  At  twelve  o'clock,  Mr.  Coke  was 
placed  in  a  chair,  very  richly  decorated.  It  ¥ra8  covered  with  blue 
silk,  ornamented  most  elegantly  with  silver  fringe  and  tassels,  and 
bearing  on  its  top  a  crown  and  cushion  of  crimson  velvet  and 
gold.  The  order  of  procession  from  the  Blackmoor's  Head  inn 
(which  had  now  become  the  Tory  house,  and  the  White  lion  the 
Whig)  was  as  follows : — ^Twenty  blue  flags ;  gentlemen  six  abreast^ 
wearing  blue  favours,  surmounted  with  sprigs  of  laurel ;  band  of 
music ;  the  young  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Blanchard's  boarding  school, 
eighty  in  number,  wearing  the  favours  and  sprigs  of  laurel ;  the 
chair,  succeeded  by  gentlemen  six  abreast  and  a  number  of  blue 
flags.  The  spectators  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand* 
After  the  chairing  was  over,  a  large  circle  was  formed  in  the 
Market-place,  and  in  its  centre  were  stationed  the  band  and  flags. 
Loyal  airs  were  then  played,  and  the  scene  closed  with  *'Qod  save 
the  King,"  sung  in  an  excellent  and  manly  style,  by  Mr.  Alderman 
Snowden  of  Derby,  and  Mr.  Page,  one  of  the  vicars  choral  of  St 
Flaol's  cathedral 

The  town  rate  expenses  for  this  election,  occasioned  by  an 
immense  number  of  constables  and  staves,  amounted  to  £1,406  178. 

Ma/y. — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  was  reinforced,  and 
stationed  at  Dover  and  tibe  Isle  of  Wight  This  and  other  unex- 
pected movement  of  troops  were  occasioned  by  a  resumption  of 
hostilities  with  France. 

Jww, — ^The  Inneskillen  Dragoons,  after  a  protracted  stay, 
saoceeded  at  the  Barracks  by  the  6th  Dragoon  Guards  or  Gam- 
bmeers. 

July. — The  publicly  advertised  premium  for  militia  insurance, 
for  St  Mary's  parish,  was  14s.  paid  at  the  parochial  office.  Thus 
to  prevent  pauperism,  by  the  removal  of  heads  of  families,  the 
overseers  were  accustomed,  throughout  the  war,  to  provide  substi- 
tutes for  those  balloted  parties  who  had  previously  assured  against 
such  contingency.  The  cost  of  a  substitute  varied  from  £5  to 
X20  or  £30,  and  the  premium  of  insurance  graduated  proportion- 
ately. 

JtUy. — ^The  local  newspaper  states,  ''Detachments  of  the 
Rogfwl  Amy  of  Reserve  arrive  here  every  day,  in  regular  suooia- 
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1808  BLon,  from  different  parts  of  the  district,  NottingiiaTn  being  the 
head-quarters  of  the  North  Midland  district.  The  arms  that 
were  lodged  here  for  the  purpose  having  been  delivered  to  them, 
they  filed  off  immediately  for  the  coasts  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  es- 
corted by  parties  of  the  69th  Regiment  of  Foot,  which  ha4  been 
sent  to  Nottingham  for  the  purpose.  The  number  of  these  levies 
that  have  already  marched  horn  this  place  cannot  be  estimated  at 
less  than  2,000,  for  the  most  part  fine  yo\mg  fellows.  The  martial 
appearance  the  town  has  presented  for  the  past  few  days,  inde- 
pendent of  the  intelligence  we  daily  receive  through  the  medium 
of  the  public  prints,  almost  induces  a  belief  that  the  time  is 
not  iar  (tistant  when  the  attempts  at  invasion  will  seriously  be  put 
in  execution. 

The  grand  project  understood  to  have  been  entertained  by 
Napoleon  at  this  period  was  an  invasion  and  subjugation  of 
England,  for  which  purpose  as  immense  fiotilla  of  gunboats  was 
being  equipped  at  Boulogne,  and  a  vast  army,  ready  to  cross  the 
Channel  at  the  first  fovourable  opportunity.  To  resist  the 
threatened  descent,  the  national  spirit  was  thoroughly  roused. 
Volunteer  and  yeomanry  corps  were  formed  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  total  number  of  this  description  of  force  returned 
was  379,945  men. 

In  our  own  neighbourhood  we  had  the  Nottingham  Troop  of 
Teomanry  Cavalry  (re-embodied),  with  a  Rifie  Company  attached, 
commanded  by  Captain  Wright;  the  Nottingham  Battalion  of 
Volunteers;  the  Notts.  Supplementary  Militia,  560  men;  the 
Loyal  Nottingham  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieut. -Colonel 
Elliott,  whose  usual  place  of  exercise  was  the  Castle-yard ;  the 
Volunteer  Sherwood  Rangers,  commanded  by  Sir  T.  W.  White, 
Bart. ;  the  Holme  Pierrepont  Troop  of  Yeomanry  Cavalry ;  the 
Bunny  Troop  of  Yeomanry  Cavaliy ;  the  Loyal  Wollaton,  Lenton, 
and  Beeston  Volunteer  Lifantry,  commanded  by  Lord  Middleton; 
the  Burton  Joyce  Volunteer  Corps;  the  Colwick  Volunteer  Corps, 
commanded  by  Major  Musters;  the  Oxton  Volunteers  Corps, 
commanded  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Sherbrooke ;  the  Trent  Vale  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  commanded  by  Robert  Padley,  Esq. ;  the  Rudding- 
ton  Volunteer  Infantry,  &c.  In  addition  to  these,  the  pensioners 
in  any  way  fit  for  duty,  were  enrolled  into  a  corps  designated  the 
Royal  Veteran  Battalion ;  and  to  crown  all,  every  male  house- 
keeper rated  at  £S  or  above  per  year,  who  was  not  physically 
disqualified  or  a  member  of  a  volunteer  company,  was  called  upon 
to  be  sworn  in  as  a  special  constable,  to  act  in  the  case  of  an 
invasion,  the  form  of  oath  being  as  follows : — "  I,  A.  B.,  do 
sincerely  promise  and  swear,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  enemies  of 
this  country  putting  to  sea  for  the  purpose  of  invading  it,  or  of 
actual  invasion,  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  special 
constable  for  the  town  of  Nottingham ;  and  that  I  will  aid  and 
assist  the  civil  power  therein  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  know- 
ledge.    So  help  me  God.''    The  different  organizations,  with  their 
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exercismga,  marchings,  and  parades,  kept  the  whole  country  in  an  1803 
agitated  state  throughout  the  year. 

The  Mayor  and  Corporation  voted  one  hundred  guineas  from 
the  town  funds  in  promotion  of  the  national  subscription  for  the 
relief  and  encouragement  of  the  Army  of  Reserve.  They  also 
voted  three  hundred  guineas  to  Government  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  defence. 

Attgust  10. — ^Execution  of  William  Hill,  for  committing  a 
rape  (attended  with  great  brutality),  on  the  person  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Justice,  the  wife  of  a  respectable  ftirmer,  at  Bole,  near  Qainsboro', 
on  the  28th  of  the  previous  May. 

Hill  was  the  son  of  a  labouring  man  of  Lowdham,  and  was 
brought  up  very  imperfectly,  an  associate  of  bad  men,  dissolute, 
and  grossly  Ucentious.  After  conviction,  he  acknowledged  to  the 
diaplain  that  he  had  made  criminal  attempts  upon  other  females, 
one  of  whom  was  only  twelve  years  of  age,  but  without  success. 

On  the  morning  of  death,  he  manifested  the  most  extreme 
reluctance  to  submit  to  the  sentence  of  the  law.  He  had  to  be 
dragged  out  of  his  cell  by  main  force,  and  the  exertions  of  half-a- 
docen  men  were  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  task  of  pinioning  him. 
He  was  then  conveyed  in  the  customary  manner  to  Gallows-hill ; 
but  no  sooner  did  he  feel  the  cord  loose  by  which  he  had  been 
tied  to  the  cart,  than  he  leaped  over  the  side  of  the  vehicle,  and 
Endeavoured  to  escape,  to  the  great  astonishment  and  agitation  of 
the  multitude.  Several  of  the  Sheriff's  men  immediately  struck 
him  with  the  blunt  end  of  their  javelins,  and  in  spite  of  his 
horrid  language  and  struggles,  he  was  again  forced  to  ascend  the 
cart,  and  compelled  to  meet  his  fate. 

A  person  who  witnessed  his  exit  wrote  the  following  lines,  as 

coming  from  the  criminal : — 

Tluragh  jou  trifle  with  Patience.  Kate,  Margery,  or  Joan, 
Be  warned  by  my  fate,  and  let  Justice  alone ; 
For  sooner  or  later  her  Tengeance  each  feelti 
Her  hands  are  of  iron,  though  leaden  her  heels. 

Aug%t8$, — ^A  considerable  number  of  the  Notts.  Militia  volun- 
teered into  the  Royal  navy.  The  corps,  when  reinforced,  1,000  in 
number,  were  stationed  at  Margate,  and  different  parts  of  the  Isle 
of  Thanet 

Sepiember  29. — Mr.  Aid  Stokeham  Huthwaite  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Nelson,  Sheriffs. 

Mr.  John  Throsby,  of  Leicester,  the  re-publisher  of  Thoroton's 
History  of  Nottinghamshire,  died  at  this  period.  He  was  also 
connected  with  a  History  of  Leicestershire. 


1804 

.    Jcmua/ry, — ^A  detachment  of   the  23rd  Regiment  of  Light   lo04 
Diragoons,  recently  returned  from  Egypt,  took  the  place  of  the 
lanciddUenB  at  oar  Barracks. 
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1804  Jcmwvry, — ^The  large  room  at  the  Exchange,  hitherto  need  far 

the  town's  Sunday  School,  ¥ra8  converted  into  an  armotuy  depAt 
for  the  use  of  the  Volunteers.  For  some  months  afterwards,  a 
picquet  appointed  specially  had  to  guard  the  room  every  nights 

The  friends  of  the  school,  in  this  emergency,  nosed  a  sab- 
scription,  and  built  the  rooms  in  East-street  A  majority  of  the 
teachers  and  trustees  being  members  of  the  Methodist  New  Oon- 
nezion,  the  rooms  have  since  been  occupied  uninterruptedly  for 
the  puipose  for  which  they  were  erected,  by  the  friends  of  that 
community.  The  schools  are  consequently  the  oldest  in  tiie 
town. 

Apnl  17. — Died,  at  the  advanced  age  of  101,  Mr&  Peet, 
the  reUct  of  Mr.  Peet,  of  Broad-street. 

A^pryl  22. — This  day,  Sunday,  the  Loyal  Nottingham  Volun- 
teers assembled  in  the  Market-place,  on  permanent  duty,  and  in 
the  evening  paraded  in  marching  order,  fully  equipped,  with 
knapsacks,  great  coats,  &c.  They  were  about  600  in  number. 
At  six  the  next  morning,  in  the  fttce  of  an  incessant  &11  of  snow, 
they  again  assembled,  and  after  receiving  their  standards,  com- 
menced their  march  to  Worksop,  where  they  underwent  a  week^ 
training. 

May  12. — ^The  Addington  Ministry  being  dissolved,  Mr.  Pitt 
was  gazetted  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Ma/y  28. — The  novel  spectacle  of  a  Regimental  review  in  the 
Market-place.  The  Loyal  Nottingham  Volunteers  were  reviewed 
by  Colonel  Kane,  passing  through  the  manual  and  platoon  exer- 
cises, and  executing  various  field  manoeuvres. 

JwM  7. — The  friends  of  D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  sixty,  met  at  Thurland  Hall,  **to 
commemorate  his  return  to  Parliament,  and  the  restoration  of 
freedom  of  election.''  The  dinner  comprised  every  delicacy  of 
the  season.  The  upper  end  of  the  room  was  decorated  with  a 
handsome  and  costly  flag,  provided  by  the  framework-knitters, 
and  Mr.  Coke  again  occupied  the  chair  in  which  twelve  months 
before  he  had  received  the  public  acclamations  of  his  constituents. 
The  proceedings  were  of  the  usual  character. 

Jwne  23. — The  Derbyshire  High  Peak  Volunteers  marched 
into  Nottingham,  being  stationed  here  on  permanent  duty  for  a 
limited  tima 

June, — ^The  Notts.  Militia,  after  remaining  awhile  at  Bams- 
gate,  are  stationed  at  Canterbury. 

Jxdy  18. — A  man  named  Thomas  Sewell,  who  had  been 
engaged  to  clear  away  the  contents  of  a  privy  belonging  to  St. 
Mary's  poor-house,  while  descending  a  ladder  for  the  purpose,  was 
so  overpowered  by  the  e£9uvium  that  he  fell  down  senseless.  Two 
men  who  observed  the  circumstance  became  alarmed  for  his 
safety,  and  immediately  descended  with  the  laudable  intention  of 
rescuing  him,  but  they  too  were  overcome,  and  some  time  elfed 
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before  any  other  party  oould  be  induced  to  go  to  their  assistance.   1804 
They  were  however  at  length  taken  out,  but  not  before  Sewell  was 
quite  dead,  and  the  others  nearly  sa 

Angttst  13. — The  friends  of  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.,  assembled  at 
yarious  inns  in  the  town,  *'  to  dine  together  and  to  celebrate  their 
united  struggle  for  the  independence  of  the  elective  franchise." 
The  chief  assemblage  was  at  the  White  Lion  inn,  where  a  superb 
dinner  was  served  up  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  gentlemen. 
A  fine  fat  buck,  the  gift  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  graced  the 
fcptive  board.  Mr.  Robert  Davison  presided,  and  after  the  cus- 
tomary loyal  toasts,  the  health  of  Mr.  Birch  was  drunk  with  the 
greatest  possible  enthusiasm.  Ere  the  applause  had  subsided, 
two  gentlemen  entered  the  room,  bearing  a  large  and  elegant  silver 
cup,  with  cover  and  stand,  which  was  then  presented  to  Mr.  Birch 
by  Mr.  Aid.  Joseph  Oldknow.  The  hon.  gentleman  responded, 
and  the  festivities  of  the  evening  were  kept  up  till  a  late  hour. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Ash  well  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  C.  L.  Morley  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Barber,  Sherifik 

October  29. — ^The  Sherwood  Hangers,  commanded  by  Sir  T. 
AV.  White,  assembled  in  Nottingham  for  tliree  weeks*  permanent 
duty. 

October. — The  Notts.  Militia  removed  fi*oni  Canterbury  to 
Tenterden. 

October  30. — Death  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Ayscough.  This 
eminent  townsman  was  the  son  of  Mr.  George  Ayscough,  the 
publisher  of  the  Nottingham  Courantf  and  was  bom  in  Bridle- 
smith-gate,  about  the  year  1 740.  At  a  suitable  age  he  was  sent 
to  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  Stoney-street,  the  routine  of  in- 
struction in  which  was  then  limited  to  the  classics.  His  father 
becoming  unfortunate  in  business  (retiring  to  Bramcote,  where  he 
died),  young  Ayscough  was  unable  to  complete  his  education,  and 
had  to  apply  himself  to  manual  labour  as  a  means  of  support. 
He  therefore  engaged  in  the  capacity  of  servant  to  a  miller,  and 
smued  doomed  to  bury  his  talents  in  the  niecU  ttth,  and  to  feed  on 
the  toll  and  sweat  of  the  brow  to  the  end  of  his  day&  But  for- 
tune, though  she  never  blessed  him  with  much  wealth,  had  pursuits 
in  store  for  him  more  congenial  to  the  formation  of  his  mind ; 
and,  about  the  year  1779,  an  old  school-fellow  rescued  him  from 
his  drudgeiy,  and  obtained  a  situation  for  him  in  the  British 
Museum.  Here,  as  his  abilities  unfolded  themselves,  he  received 
encouragement,  but  the  principal  circumstance  which  ensured  him 
repute  in  this  national  establishment  was  his  making  a  correct 
catalogue  of  the  numerous  manuscripts,  which  had  been  many 
years  collecting,  and  which  were  of  comparatively  little  value, 
for  want  of  arrangement  and  classification.  For  this,  and  other 
serrices,  he  was  appointed  assistant  librarian.     He  was  also  em- 

K^  lyed  in  the  difficult  arrangement  of  the  numerous  papers  in  the 
wer.     He  likewise  wrote  an  index  to  the  first  fifty-six  volumes 
ct  The  GenUemaiila  Magazifie,    The    Monthly   Eemew^  and   The 
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1804  BriUah  CriUc.  But  hk  most  difficult  undertaking  was  his  indeac 
to  the  works  of  Shakspeare,  by  the  aid  of  which  erery  sentiment 
in  that  extraordinary  and  sentimental  author  is  immediately  traced 
to  its  source.  He  also  appeared  as  an  original  author,  by  answer- 
ing "  Letters  of  an  American  Farmer.'' 

'*  Mr.  Ayscough  took  orders,  and  obtained  the  curacy  of  Si. 
George  in  the  Fields ;  and  in  1790  he  was  appointed  to  preach  the 
annual  Fairchild  lecture  before  the  Royal  Society,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  In  1 803,  the  Lord  Chancellor  gave  him  the  ben^ioe 
of  Cuddington,  m  Kent. 

November. — Demolition  of  the  Weekday  Cross. 

November. — ^The  top  price  of  wheat  was  110s.  per  quarter. 

December  12. — Spain  declared  war  against  England. 

The  price  of  coal  in  Nottingham  this  year  was  advanced  from 
the  average  of  10s.  to  that  of  15s.  per  ton.  This  change,  produced 
by  a  combination  of  the  colliery  proprietors,  created  great  dissatis- 
faction. 

St  Petei'^s  church-yard  was  inclosed  about  this  period ;  also 
the  first  house  erected  at  New  Sneinton. 


1805. 

1805  Febrwvry  25. — ^The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  stationed  at  Rye, 

in  Sussex.  The  subsequent  movements  of  this  corps  were  as 
follows : — On  the  27th  of  November,  to  Winchelsea ;  June  28, 
1806,  toSteyning;  May  29,  1807,  to  Portsmouth;  August  17, 
encamped  at  Southsea ;  October  30,  to  Portsmouth ;  February  24, 
1808,  to  Lewes;  June  25,  to  Blatchington  barracks;  Sept.  19,  to 
Lewes;  Feb.  1,  1809,  to  Winchelsea,  Rye,  and  Playdon;  July 
7,  to  Lewes;  Sept.  20,  to  Blatchington,  Nov.  16,  to  Playdon; 
Dec.  15,  to  Andover;  Dec.  28,  to  Salisbury;  May  30,  1810,  to 
Plymouth;  August  26,  1811,  embarked  for  Ireland;  29th,  sailed; 
Sept.  6,  landed  at  Dublin ;  July  27, 1813,  re-embarked  at  Dublin ; 
August  1,  landed  at  Bristol ;  August  14,  to  Chelmsford;  August 
17,  to  Colchester ;  October  7,  to  garrison  the  Tower  of  London ; 
Jan.  6,  1814,  to  Deal;  April  23,  to  Dover,  guard  of  honour  to 
Louis  XVni.;  May  18,  to  Norman  Cross  ba^rracks;  July  27,  to 
Newark  ;  August  6,  disbanded. 

March  24. — Public  opening  of  Hephzibah  chapel,  erected  on 
the  Paddock  near  Broad-lane.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Key- 
worth,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Crockford,  pastor  of  the  church,  and 
formerly  of  Zion  chapel,  Halifax-lane,  were  the  preachers  on  the 
occasion. 

Mr.  Crockford's  hearei-s  being  unable  to  sustain  the  heavy 
debt  on  the  building  it  was  advertised  for  sale  in  1808,  and  polv 
chased  by  a  body  of  Universalists.  These  in  their  turn  bending 
beneath  Uie  pressure,  the  building  was  for  many  years  known  as 


^  • 


the  National  School,  HighcroBs-street ;  it  was  afterwards  opened  1806 
as  a  Music  Hall  under  the  names  of  The  Polytechnic,  The  Colos- 
seum, and  The  Canterbury  Hall ;  and  in  the  year  1866,  it  was 
purchased  by  Dr.  Popham  and  a  few  friends,  and  has  since  been 
used  as  a  Mission  HalL  It  is  now  occupied  by  a  sect  known  as 
the  '<  Salvation  Army."  The  following  account  of  one  of  their 
services,  held  in  the  above  hall,  extracted  from  the  Midland  Jwh- 
daw^  April  18,  1879,  may  prove  interesting: — ''The  campaign 
was  opened  by  the  hymn,  '  We  shall  wear  a  crown,'  and  one  of 
the  leading  sisters  called  upon  a  middle-aged  person  in  black  to 
give  her  experience  of  the  benefit  she  had  derived  from  enlisting 
in  the  '  Salvation  Army.'  She  certainly  looked  like  a  promising 
exponent  of  women's  rights.  She  commenced  by  stating  that 
eighteen  months  ago  she  was  one  of  the  biggest  infidels,  and  now 
*  I  stand  here  as  a  monument  of  God's  mercy.  I  have  been  an 
infidel  twenty-five  years.'  Several  further  remarks  of  hers  called 
forth  expressions  of  great  pleasure  from  the  leading  brothers  and 
sisters,  who  frequently  shouted  and  groaned.  Afterwards,  one 
Harry  NichoUs,  a  converted  bootmaker,  spoke  in  the  same  strain. 
After  the  hymn,  Tm  a  pOgrim  bound  for  glory,'  one  of  the 
ladies  said  :  '  Our  young  gipsy  girl  will  address  the  meeting.'  Hub 
created  a  stir  amongst  the  Uvely  congregation!  Picture  a  girl  of 
not  unprepossessing  appearance,  neatly  dressed,  with  a  &ce  in 
which  any  man  could  trust  and  confide,  who  spoke  with  much 
earnestness  and  quickness  of  voice,  and  certainly  told  some  homely 
truths.  I  think,  amongst  all  I  heard  that  afternoon,  she  made 
the  most  impression.  After  a  hymn,  the  meeting  broke  up,  and 
I  came  away  with  the  opinion  that,  if  they  did  no  good,  they 
could  not  do  much  harm,  if  they  would  only  remain  at  the  same 
moderate  heat." 

Ma/rth  18. — Robert  Powell  o^uw  Harvey  (the  latter  of  whidi 
was  understood  to  be  his  correct  designation),  received  sentence  of 
death,  at  the  County  Hall,  from  Sir  Alan  Chambre. 

Harvey  was  a  native  and  burgess  of  the  borough  of  Stafford, 
where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  a  baker,  but  after  various 
changes  in  station,  he  settled  at  Sheffield.  In  this  place  he  formed 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  a  publican  named  Cooper,  and 
from  excessive  gambling,  they  became  alike  bankrupts  in  property 
and  character.  Degraded  and  ruined,  they  resorted  to  thieving  as  a 
profession ;  and  at  Worksop,  robbed  the  house  of  James  Leeming 
of  forty  guineas  in  gold,  the  savings  of  many  years  from  his  wages 
as  a  day  labourer.  For  this  offence  they  were  both  capitally 
oonvicted,  but  Harvey  having  snapped  a  pistol  and  otherwise 
attempted  to  murder  the  man  who  apprehended  him,  was  executed 
on  April  10th,  while  his  confederate  received  a  reprieve. 

AfrU  5. — A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Thurland  Hall, 
D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  at  which  it  was  unanimously 
resolved,  '*  That,  owing  to  the  very  great  increase  of  inhabitanti^ 
a  new  church  in  the  parish  of  St  Mary,  Nottingham,  is  indispen* 

2k 
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U06  wMj  neoomy."    A  rery  liberal  sabKr^tkai  wminmoiSmUif 
oammaioeiL     The  Rev.  John  Bamett  Stout^  A.M.»  who^  H  vw 
•greed  at  the  meeting,  ahonld  be  the  incumbent^  pot  dbwn  his 
name  for   £1,000;    Edmund  Wri^t,   Emj.,   £1,000;    Ihomaa 
Will,  fiiq.,  £1,000 ;  Miss  Burnett,  £500 ;  Henry  Maddock,  Eu^ 
£500;  Mr.  Towndrow,  £500;  Mr.  William  Strrtton,  £500;  l£r. 
Bichard  Hooton,  £500;   Mr.  Benjamin  Maddock,  £200;   Mr. 
ThcHnaa  Walker,  £200 ;  Mr.  Charles  Laoey,  £200;  and  a  neat 
number  of  amaller  amounta     In  oonaequenoe^  howeTer,  of  the 
determined  opposition  of  the  vicar  of  the  parish,  aeconded  fay  the 
patron  of  the  living,  the  design,  promising  as  it  at  first  i^peaied, 
was  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  abandoned. 

Mdjf  22.  — Election  of  a  sexton  for  the  parish  of  St.  Mary, 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Johnson.     The  attendant 
noise  and  excitement  were  almost  as  great  as  at  an  election  of  a 
member  of  Parliament.     Mr.  John  Johnson,  son  of  the  late  sex- 
ton, was  supported  by  the  Terr  panshioners,  and  Mr.  lliomas 
Clarkson,  by  the  Whigs.     Both  sides  had  flags  and  a  band  of 
music.     The  polling  was  continued  during  six  days,  closing  as 
annexed : — 

Mr.  Johnson  ...  ...  ...     837 

Mr.  Clarkson .. .  ...  ...     441 

Jwie  10. — ^The  Nottingham  Volunteers  Icsft  the  town  this 
morning,  at  five  o'clock,  en  route  for  Leicester.  After  K^lfcSitg  at 
Loughborough  for  the  night,  they  arrived  at  Leicester  the  next 
morning  about  ten. 

On  the  25th,  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  Derby  Volunteen^ 
were  reviewed  by  General  Broughton,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Leicester.  The  Leicester  Yolimteers  very  politely  kept 
the  ground ;  and  the  day  being  fine,  the  number  of  spectators  was 
extremely  large.  They  returned  to  Nottingham  on  the  28th  and 
29th. 

September  6. — A  tremendous  conflagration  in  the  Meadowy 
occasioned  by  the  overheating  of  a  stack  of  hay.  The  proprietors 
of  the  Meadows  were  accustomed  to  place  their  ricks  in  one  par- 
ticular place,  to  avoid  injury  from  floods,  and  the  amount  stacked  in 
immediate  contiguity  was  sometimes  very  large.  It  happened  that 
a  rick,  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  outside  rows,  having  been  made 
up  in  an  improper  state,  was  observed  to  emit  smoke,  and  after  a 
long  inten'sl,  the  owner  had  it  cut  in  two,  and  not  apprehending 
any  further  danger,  left  it  The  adoiission  of  air  into  the  stack 
had  a  contrary  effect  to  that  anticipated,  and  soon  after  midnight^ 
flames  burst  forth,  and  the  wind  being  strong,  they  soon  communi- 
cated, and  the  whole  became  one  mass  of  flame.  About  three 
o'clock,  a  general  alarm  was  spread,  the  fire  bells  were  rung,  and 
•  the  engines  conveyed  to  the  spot  with  all  possible  speed.  Li  the 
meantime  the  fire  continued  to  rage  with  increased  fury,  and  it 
was  rendered  difficult  of  access  from  the  town,  by  the  vast  bodiss 
of  smoke  issuing  from  it^  which  choked  up  almost  every  avenue. 
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Some  time  elapsed  before  a  regular  supply  of  water  oould  be  ob-  I80d 
tained,  which  was  obliged  to  be  fetched  in  small  quantities,  from 
a  pool  at  about  one  hundred  yards  distance ;  but  this  difficulty 
ceased  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  arrival  of  a  detachment  of  the  3rd 
Dragoons  from  the  Barracks,  who,  on  the  alarm  reaching  thenii 
repaired  to  the  spot  with  a  number  of  stable  and  fire  buckets,  and 
bttng  formed  in  a  double  line  to  the  pool,  served  the  engines  with 
an  alacrity  that  merited  the  warmest  praise.  The  fire,  however, 
had  extended  itself  so  far,  and  the  smoke  at  the  same  time  become 
so  intolerable,  that  every  exertion  to  arrest  its  progress  proved  of 
little  avail,  for  it  could  not  be  completely  got  imder  till  about  noon 
the  next  day.  One  rick  only  out  of  twenty  remained  uninjured,  and 
it  is  singular  that  this  escaped,  as  its  distance  from  the  others  was 
not  more  than  six  or  eight  yards.  Nearly  four  hundred  tons  of 
haj  were  destroyed,  and  the  loss  was  computed  at  £1,400. 

The  stack  in  which  the  fire  originated  was  the  property  of 
Mr.  Richard  Hooton.  The  sufferers  sued  him,  and  recovered 
heavy  damages. 

September  29.— Mr.  Alderman  Edward  Swann  elected  Mayor; 
Mr.  Mellor  and  Mr.  Staveley,  Sheriffs. 

October  24. — ^The  victory  of  Trafalgar  and  death  of  Kelson. 
Tliere  was  neither  an  iUumination  nor  any  outward  public  rejoicing 
in  Nottin^iam  commemorative  of  the  event ;  but  liberal  collections 
were  made,  in  most  of  the  churches  and  chapels,  for  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  the  killed  and  woimded. 

yotmnber, — A  public  institution  was  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  raooniating  the  children  of  the  poor,  at  their  own  houses,  and 
a  eonsiderable  fund  was  raised  by  voluntary  contributions  for  its 
support  During  the  first  eighteen  months  of  its  existence,  I,45i 
persons  were  vaccinated. 

Decermbefr  26. — Christopher  Eolleston,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff 
caDed  together  the  freeholders  of  the  county  to  elect  a  Coroner, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  William  Ellison,  resigned.  They  met  at  the 
Coimty  HaU,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  of  Beeston,  received  the 
appointment. 

A  most  extensive  association  was  formed  this  year,  by  the 
framework-knitters  of  the  coimties  of  Nottingham,  Leiceister,  and 
Derby,  to  raise  money  to  enable  their  Company  to  prosecute  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Payne,  of  Burbage,  for  following  Uie  business 
and  learning  others  without  his  having  served  a  legal  apprentice- 
aUp^  on  the  issue  of  which  prosecution  depended  the  future 
pftjsperity  of  thousands,  similarly  circumstanced.  Payne  was 
upheld  by  the  Leicester  hosiers,  who,  being  the  principal  manu- 
fatitorers  of  coarse  and  inferior  goods,  felt  themselves  peculiarly 
interested  in  pushing  the  trade  amongst  the  men  who,  from  their 
slflnder  knowledge  of  the  business,  were  the  least  likely  to  contend  ' 
for  regulated  prices,  or  for  properly  &shioning  their  productions. 
After  an  excessive  amount  of  .litigation  and  expense  on  both. 
skM^  Sw  'flistter  was  Vrou^  to  a  final  hearing  in  WestmfiuMr 
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1806  HaUy  in  Febroaiy,  1809,  when,  though  the  Company'8  Charter 
was  admitted  to  be  in  point  of  law  as  good  as  other  chartem 
of  a  like  description,  it  was  forbidden  to  be  put  in  force,  any  fur- 
ther than  as  relates  to  the  internal  government  of  the  Company, 
such  as  choosing  masters,  wardens,  iic ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
q>ending  the  money  which  the  members  of  the  Company  may 
think  well  to  contribute,  providing  such  money  is  not  applied  to 
purposes  contrary  to  the  statute  law  of  the  land. 


1806. 

1806  Javmary  1. — A  duel,  attended  with  fatal  oonsequenoee,  took 

place  between  Lieutenant  Browne,  of  the  83rd  Regiment,  a  youth 
of  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  Ensign  Butler,  of  the  d6th,  both 
of  whom  were  on  the  recruiting  service  in  Nottingham.  The 
parties,  accompanied  by  their  seconds,  met  on  a  secluded  piece  of 
ground  in  the  parish  of  Basford,  and  the  Lieutenant  fell  mortally 
wounded,  his  antagonist's  bullet  having  passed  through  his  body. 
Ensign  Butler  and  the  two  seconds  immediately  withdrew,  leaving 
their  victim  on  the  ground ;  but  the  reports  of  the  pistols  having 
attracted  some  people  to  the  spot,  the  body  was  removed  to  the 
parish  churcL 

The  remains  were  brought  to  Nottingham  for  interment,  and 
were  deposited  on  the  8th  in  the  churdiyard  of  St  Mary.  A 
detachment  of  the  3rd  Dragoons  and  the  officers  and  men  of  various 
recruiting  parties  attended.  The  band  played  the  Dead  March 
in  Saul^  the  soldiers  fired  three  volleys  over  the  grave,  and  the 
officers  wore  crape  and  white  hat-bands.  The  same  day  (Wednes- 
day), the  Rev.  J.  Middleton  preached  a  sermon  to  die  military 
and  parishioners.  The  church  was  very  densely  filled,  and  hun- 
dreds could  not  gain  admission. 

The  Coroner's  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  wil|ul  murder,  and 
Butler  and  the  seconds,  whose  names  were  Hall  and  Wiltshire, 
immediately  absconded ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  they  were  ever 
apprehended. 

January, — Change  of  Ministry  in  consequence  of  the  demise 
of  Mr.  Pitt     Lord  GranviUe  took  up  the  reins  of  office. 

March  17. — Trial  and  conviction  of  William  Rhodes,  alias 
Davies,  at  the  Town  Hall,  before  Sir  Robert  Graham,  on  a  charge 
of  forgery.  This  offender  was  a  native  of  London,  where  he  was 
apprentice  to  a  brushmaker,  but  possessing  a  daring  and  impetu- 
ous spirit,  and  that  spirit  being  misdirected,  he  ran  away  from  his 
master  and  went  to  sea,  where  he  remained  till  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  While  on  board  ship,  he  associated  with  the  most  de- 
praved portion  of  the  crew,  and  on  his  return  he  repaired  to 
Birmingham,  to  complete  his  education,  and  become  master  of  every 
vi<Mi.     In  1803  he  was  sentenced  at  Warwick  to  ssiven  years 
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transportation ;  but  in  1805  he  escaped  from  the  hulks  and  re-  1806 
turned  ^to  the  midland  metropolis,  where  in  conjunction  with 
some  of  his  old  associates,  a  scheme  was  formed  for  uttering  notes 
forged  upon  Francis  Rufford  and  Thomas  Biggs,  of  the  Stourbridge 
and  Broomsgrove  Bank.  Davies  was  the  principal  in  this  trans- 
action, and  his  success  was  very  great,  till  he  arrived  in  Notting- 
ham, where  he  was  detected,  having  tendered  one  for  £10  to  Mr. 
Martin  Roe,  draper,  in  the  Poultry.  He  was  hanged  at  Gallows- 
hill,  on  the  26th  of  March,  aged  20  years. 

April  27. — ^Death  of  the  Rev.  Nathan  Haines,  D.D.,  aged 
70  years.  He  was  vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  a  prebendary  of  Southwell, 
rector  of  Cotgrave,  perpetual  curate  of  Sneinton,  perpetual  curate 
of  Tong,  and  domestic  chaplain  to  Earl  Man  vers.  He  had  resided 
at  the  vicarage.  High-pavement,  thirty-five  years;  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  tibe  ftunily  vault  under  the  altar  of  St.  Maiy'a 
The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bristow  succeeded  him  as  vicar. 

August  15. — Died,  at  an  advanced  age,  an  eccentric  townsman 
of  the  name  of  Greorge  Wright,  well  known  as  a  peddling  broker. 
His  dwelling-house,  which  he  denominated  ''  Paradise,"  was  much 
frequented,  not  so  much  on  account  of  any  particular  curiosity  it 
contained,  as  from  the  circumstance  of  a  handsome  poliidied 
mahogany  coffin,  designed  for  his  own  occupancy,  being  its  chief 
article  of  furniture.  He  kept  this  in  his  house-place  for  years, 
and  was  very  particular  in  preserving  it  bright  and  dean.  The 
inscription  on  the  breast-plate  was,  *'  George  Wright,  died  when 
it  pleased  GkKi"  His  remains  were  inteired  in  the  interior  of 
Hockley  chapel,  at  which  he  had  been  a  regular  attendant 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Allen  was  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  O.  T.  Oldknow  and  Mr.  A.  Strathan,  Sheriffs. 

October  6. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  Corporation,  at  the  Guildhall,  previous  to  which 
ceremony,  his  Grace  took  breakfast  with  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, at  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ashpinshaw. 

October  11. — John  Allen,  Esq.,  Mayor,  and  Mr.  G^.  Coldham, 
Town  Clerk,  being  deputed  by  the  Corporation,  accompanied  the 
remains  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  to  their  place  of 
interment  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

October  19. — ^Death  of  Henry  Kirke  White.  Henry  was  the 
second  son  of  John  and  Mary  White,  who  resided  in  the  low 
and  ancient  building  in  Exchange-alley,  afterwards  divided  into 
three  comparments,  two  of  them  occupied  as  butchers'  shops,  by 
Mr.  T.  Templeman  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Hare,  and  the  third  as  a 
beerhouse.  He  was  bom  on  the  21st  of  March,  1785.  Henry, 
when  very  young,  began  to  manifest  a  strong  partiality  for 
literary  pursuits.  When  no  more  than  seven,  he  attempted  an 
e^ipression  of  his  ideas  on  paper,  his  first  composition  being  a 
talet,  which,  ashamed  to  show  to  anyone  else,  he  communicated  to 
the  servant,  to  whom  he  had  for  some  time  been  secretly  giving 
nIMisnttioiis  in-writing.     At  the  sdiool  of  Mr.  Blmnoiiainl,  i».' 


1806  Parliament-street,  he  was  taught  writing,  arithmctio,  and  Syenohi 
but  throughout  one  whole  day  in  each  week  he  was  doomed  to 
trudge  about  the  town  with  a  butchers'  basket,  until,  at  the  inters 
cession  of  his  mother  (who  appears  to  have  been  a  superior  woman, 
and  afterwards  conducted  a  boarding-school),  he  was  released  froiii' 
the  incongenial  employment. 

Mrs.  White,  having  had  a  liberal  education,  and  thlnlriyig 
that  she  discerned  in  her  son  the  germs  of  talent  and  geniils^ 
made  it  her  study  to  foster  his  pursuit  of  knowledge ;  but»  to  her 
utter  astonishment,  she  was  told  by  one  of  Blanchard's  ushers^ 
that  Hefory  was  so  dull  and  incorrigible,  it  was  impossible  to  teadi 
him  anjrthing!  His  friends  immediately  removed  him  to  ike 
school  of  Mr.  Henry  Shipley,  where  his  opening  mind  received  a 
proper  development  To  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  English 
tongue,  which  he  soon  learnt  under  this  excellent  master,  he  added 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  which  he  was  taught  there  by 
M'Cormick,  the  well  known  biographer  of  Burke,  and  the  continu- 
ator  of  Hume  and  Smollet's  History  of  England. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  Hexuy's  father,  we  are  told,  was 
anxious  to  bring  him  up  to  hiiB  own  business,  but  he  expressed  so 
much  dislike  to  the  occupation,  that  it  was  at  last  arranged  he 
should  be  sent  to  leam  the  hosiery  trade,  and  he  was  accordingly 
employed  for  twelve  months  in  the  stocking-frame.  To  a  heart 
like  his,  full  of  the  love  of  literature,  and  all  whose  young  visions 
were  already  those  of  a  student,  this  destination  was  a  very  cheer- 
lesB  one.  Yet  he  hardly  dared  to  complain,  for  he  knew  that  his 
family  could  scarcely  afford  to  educate  him  in  any  higher  employ- 
ment His  mother,  however,  moved  by  his  evident  wretchedness, 
contrived  to  prevail  upon  his  father  to  allow  him  to  be  placed  in 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Goldham  and  Enfield,  attorneys,  who  kindly 
agreed  to  take  him  without  a  premium,  on  condition  of  his  serving 
two  years  before  being  articled. 

He  now,  we  are  informed,  felt  himself  in  something  like  his 
proper  sphere,  and  his  whole  mind  assumed  new  alacrity.  Although 
nearly  the  whole  day  was  necessarily  given  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  for  he  attended  in  the  office,  as  he  informs  us  himself 
in  one  of  his  letters,  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  nighty 
he  still  found  time  to  apply  himself  to  the  classics,  and  in  less 
than  twelve  months,  with  very  little  assistance,  he  was  enabled  to 
read  Horace  with  tolerable  ease.  This  progress,  however,  was 
obtained  at  the  cost  of  almost  incessant  application.  He  read 
during  his  walks  and  at  his  meals ;  and  not  a  moment  of  his 
leisure  was  given  to  anything  except  the  improvement  of  his  mind. 
In  this  manner  it  was  surprising  how  much  he  accomplished. 
The  papers  he  left  behind  him  shewed,  his  biographer  tells  us, 
that  he  had  applied  himself  to  his  legal  studies  with  extraordinary 
industiy.  Beside  the  knowledge  he  acquired  of  Greek  and  Latin, 
ha-alsa  made-  considerable  progress  at  this  time  in  Italian,  Spanish, 
wtA  BMogveie.     dhstaiii^,  electndty,  astrcnomy,  tdl   illMiUr 
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largely  in  his  attention.  While  pursuing  these  severer  studies,  1806 
he  contrived  to  acoomplish  himself  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
drawing  and  music ;  and  he  found  an  occasional  amusement  in 
practical  mechanics,  in  which  he  showed  much  ingenuity  and  neat- 
ness of  hand.  Another  accomplishment  which  he  wished  to 
acqidre  was  the  art  of  public  speaking ;  and  with  this  view  he 
got  himself  elected  a  member  of  a  debating  society,  which  then 
existed  in  the  town.  Here  he  very  soon  distanced  all  his  com- 
petitors. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  mode  in  which  he  had  already 
begun  to  seek  distinction.  So  early  as  the  first  year  after  his 
emancipation  from  the  stocking-frame,  he  had  sent  a  translation 
from  Horace  to  a  periodical  work  then  existing,  entitled  The 
MonMy  Frecepk)r,  the  proprietors  of  which  were  in  the  habit  of 
offering  prizes  for  the  best  contributions  on  subjects  which  they 
proposed ;  and  a  silver  medal  had  been  awarded  to  him  for  his 
performance.  The  honour  seems  to  have  kindled  his  literary  am- 
bition to  greater  fervour  than  ever.  He  began  to  sigh  for  the 
advantages  of  a  University  education.  After  having  thus  fre- 
quently tried  his  powers  in  the  Preceptor,  he  became  a  corres- 
pondent to  another  magazine  called  T/ie  Monthly  Mirtor.  Some  of 
the  essays  which  he  sent  to  this  publication  were  of  distinguished 
meriti  and  attracted  considerable  notice.  Among  other  persons 
whose  attention  they  excited  was  Mr.  Capel  Lofil,  and  the 
encouragement  of  this  gentleman  determined  Henry  to  commit  a 
volume  of  his  poems,  Clifton  Grove,  dhc,  to  the  press.  This  was 
at  about  the  close  of  the  year  1802. 

The  volume  made  its  appearance  in  the  end  of  1803,  or  be- 
ginning of  1804.  It  was  published  by  subscription,  and  dedicated 
by  permission  to  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire.  What  pecuniary 
return  it  brought  the  author  is  not  stated ;  but  the  sale  probably 
did  not  do  a  great  deal  more  than  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
publication.  Although  fetvourably  noticed  in  several  periodical 
Works  of  the  day,  it  was  made  the  subject  of  a  very  harah  article 
in  The  MontMy  Review.  ''  This,"  states  the  author  of  The  FnrsuU 
of  Knowledge  imder  DifficvUies,  "  so  stung  the  sensibility  of  the 
younff  poet,  that  he  sent  a  remonstrance  to  the  editors,  which  pro- 
duceafrom  them,  in  their  next  number,  an  expression  of  their 
regret  that  Mr.  White  should  have  been  so  much  hurt  by  the 
severity  of  their  criticism,  but  no  acknowledgment  of  the  poetical 
merit  of  the  publication  they  had  condemned.  This  treatment 
distressed  Henry  exceedingly.  In  one  of  his  letters  he  says, 
'-This  review  goes  before  me  wherever  I  turn  my  steps ;  it  haunts 
me  incessantly ;  and  I  am  persuaded  it  is  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  Satui  to  drive  me  to  distraction.  I  must  leave  Notting- 
ham.' Fortunately,  however,  the  poems  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Southey,  the  late  Poet  Laureate,  who,  bringing  to 
tiieir  perusal  both  a  better  judgment  and  a' kinder  heart  than  the 
writer  in  The  MofUhly  Review^  considei'ed  them  'to  discover  strong 
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1806  mftrks  of  genius.'  On  afterwards  seeing  the  Review,  tiiiB  gentle- 
man's  indignation  was  so  excited  by  what  he  deemed  its  cmeltj 
and  injustice,  that  he  immediately  wrote  to  Henry  a  letter  of 
encouragement  and  advice,  with  an  offer  to  do  anything  in  his 
power  to  forward  his  viewa  This  generous  and  seasonable  inter- 
ference contributed  greatly  to  heal  the  poet's  wounded  feelings ; 
and  enable  him  in  a  short  time  to  forget  the  sneers  of  his  anonym 
mous  critia" 

No  prospect,  however,  had  yet  opened  of  his  desire  of  going 
to  the  University  being  gratified ;  while  the  desire  itself  was  every 
day  growing  stronger.  The  reading  of  some  religious  books  about 
this  time  had  made  a  great  impression  upon  him ;  and  his  feelings 
had  become  ardently  devotional.  He  determined  to  give  up  lus 
life  to  the  preaching  of  Christianity.  His  friends  exerted  them- 
selves in  vain  to  shake  his  resolution  :  he  had  made  up  his  mind, 
if  he  could  not  gain  admission  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  to  join 
some  Dissenting  communion,  and  to  endeavour  to  find  the  means 
of  pursuing  his  studies  at  an  academy,  or  at  one  of  the  Scottish 
Universities.  But  we  must  refer  to  Southey's  interesting  narrative 
for  a  detail  of  the  alternating  hopes  and  disappointments  by  whidi 
both  his  mind  and  frame  were  racked,  before  he  at  last  secured 
the  object  of  his  fond  ambition.  At  one  time  he  had  given  up  ail 
hopes  of  ever  being  able  to  escape  from  his  present  profession ; 
and  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  line  of  conduct  which  it  became 
him  to  pursue  in  these  circumstances  ia  in  the  highest  d^;ree 
creditable  to  his  sense  of  propriety  and  duty.  He  said,  in  a  letter 
to  his  mother,  "  All  my  hopes  of  getting  to  the  University  are 
now  blasted ;  in  preparing  myself  for  it  I  have  lost  time  in  my 
profession  ;  I  have  much  ground  to  get  up,  and  as  I  am  determined 
not  to  be  a  mediocre  attorney,  I  must  endeavour  to  recover  what 
I  have  lost."  He  immediately  set  about  a  course  of  more  severe 
application  than  ever,  allowing  himself  rarely  more  than  two  or 
three  hours  of  sleep  during  the  night,  and  often  never  going  to  bed 
at  all.  This  excessive  application,  after  some  time,  brought  on  aii 
alarming  illness,  from  which  his  friends  thought  that  he  never 
entirely  recovered. 

But  at  last,  through  the  influence  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Simeon,  of 
King's  College,  Cambridge,  to  whom  he  had  been  recommended,  a 
sizarship  was  procured  for  him  at  St.  John'a  His  mother,  who 
was  successfully  conducting  a  boarding-school,  and  his  elder 
brother,  engaged  each  to  allow  him  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds 
yearly ;  and  Mr.  Simeon  generously  undertook  to  afford  him  thirty 
pounds  more,  with  the  aid  of  a  friend,  who  is  stated  to  have  been 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  a  name  made  venerable  by  a  life  spent  in  doing 
good.  Accordingly,  in  October  1804,  he  quitted  the  Town  Clerk's 
office,  his  employers  having  kindly  agreed  to  give  him  up  the 
remainder  of  his  time,  although  his  services  were  every  day 
becoming  more  valuable.  He  did  not,  however,  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  Cambridge,  but^  by  Mr.  Simeon's  advice,  placed  himself 
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for  the  first  year  in  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grainger,  of  1806 
Winteringham,  in  Lincohishire.  While  residing  with  this  gentle- 
man, he  applied  himself  to  classical  learning  with  an  ardour  to 
which  everything  gave  way,  devoting  often  fourteen  hours  a  day 
to  hard  study ;  and  though  his  unremitting  toil  soon  laid  him 
once  more  on  a  sick  bed,  convalescence  came  only  to  send  him 
back  to  his  books  with  as  much  zeal  as  ever.  When  he  went  to 
Cambridge,  to  use  Southey's  words,  **  the  seeds  of  death  were  in 
him,  and  the  place  to  which  he  had  so  long  looked  with  hope, 
served  unhappily  as  a  hothouse  to  ripen  them.'' 

The  exertions  of  this  extraordinary  young  townsman  at  the 
University  w^  such  as  might  have  been  expected  from  his 
previous  career.  A  scholarship  having  become  vacant  during  his 
first  term,  he  was  advised  to  offer  himself  as  a  competitor  for  it ; 
but  having  studied  for  this  purpose  with  his  usual  immoderate 
application  till  within  a  fortnight  of  the  close  of  the  term,  he 
found  himself  so  ill  that  he  was  obliged  to  decline  coming  forward. 
To  add  to  his  misfortime,  he  had  now  the  general  college  examin- 
ation before  him ;  and  although  far  from  well,  he  was  obliged,  if 
it  was  at  all  possible,  to  persevere  in  preparing  himself  for  this 
occasion.  He  followed  this  counsel,  and  having  by  the  aid  of 
strong  medicines  been  enabled  to  hold  out  during  the  six  days  of 
the  examination,  he  was  at  its  close  declared  the  first  man  of  his 
year.  Immediately  after  this  he  went  to  London  with  the  view 
of  benefiting  his  health  by  a  temporary  relaxation  from  study. 
Bat  he  did  not  make  much  progress  in  recovering  his  strength 
during  this  short  excursion ;  when  he  returned  to  Cambri^e, 
his  application  continued  unabated.  It  is  mentioned  as  an 
instance  of  the  manner  in  which  he  used  to  turn  every  moment  to 
aoooimt,  in  his  own  phrase,  to  coin  time,  that  he  committed  to 
memory  a  whole  tragedy  of  Euripides  during  his  walks.  At  the 
end  of  this  term  he  was  again  pronounced  first  man,  and  also  one 
of  the  best  theme  writei-s.  By  exhibitions,  too,  which  were  pro- 
cured for  him,  he  was  now  enabled  to  live  without  the  assistance 
of  his  friends.  At  the  end  of  the  term,  a  tutor  in  mathematics 
for  the  long  vacation  was  provided  for  liim  by  his  college ;  but 
this  unfortunately  only  induced  him  to  continue  his  studies  at  a 
time  when  relaxation  was  become  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve 
his  life.  Finding  himself  very  ill,  he  again  proceeded  to  London ; 
where,  however,  as  before,  he  got  no  better.  He  returned  to  the 
XJniversity  worn  out  both  in  l)ody  and  in  mind,  and  after  a  short 
attack  of  delirium,  closed  his  eyes  in  death. 

A  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory,  in  the  church  of  All 
Saints,  Cambridge,  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  fioott,  a  native  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

October  31. — Election  of  Members  consequent  on  a  dissolution 
of  Parliament.  The  gentlemen  placed  in  nomination  were,  D.  P. 
Coke,  Esq.,  John  Smith,  Esq.,  of  the  Bank,  and  Joseph  Birch, 
Bsq.     Of  these  Mr.  Birch  and  Mr.  Smith  were  Whigs,  but  the 
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1806  latter  had  so  far  modified  his  professions  as  to  hv  induced  to 
coalesce  with  Mr.  Coke,  and  throughout  the  contest  to  act  in 
unison  with  him.  Nothwithstanding  the  coalition,  the  struggle 
was  severe  and  protracted,  and  on  each  side  every  possible  exertion 
was  put  forth.     The  state  of  the  poll  was  as  follows : — 


First  day 

Mr.  Coke. 

...       44 

Second  day 

...     315 

Third  day 

...     231 

Fourth  day 

...     212 

Fifth  day 

...     283 

Sixth  day 

...     351 

Seventh  day 

...     238 

Eighth  day 

...       90 

Ninth  day 

...       14 

Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Birch. 

35 

84 

286 

310 

205 

275 

187 

169 

219 

290 

316 

174 

192 

**• 

108 

90 

25 

13 

8 

Total  ...  1778  1543  1443 

A  venerable  gentleman,  named  Richard  Scrace,  who  had  come 
from  Bath  purposely  to  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  Messi's.  Coke 
and  Smith,  brought  the  same  shoes  with  him  which  he  wore  at 
the  contested  election  in  1754,  and  actually  passed  through  the 
booth  Mrith  them  on ;  he  also  wore  the  same  silver  buttons  on  his 
coat  and  waistcoat.  He  had  been  a  burgess  of  Nottingham  up- 
wards of  sixty-nine  years,  and  he  died  soon  afterwards,  aged  90. 

A  great  degree  of  excitement  attended  this  contest.  The 
printing  press,  for  instance,  had  no  rest  night  or  day.  The 
addresses,  squibs,  repartees,  songs,  tLc.,  wei-e  of  such  (permanent 
interest,  that  they  were  subsequently  published  in  a  volume  of 
more  than  one  hundred  pages  octavo.  A  similar  publication,  though 
nearly  foiu*  times  its  bulk,  was  issued  iu  1803.  It  was  entitled 
"The  Paper  War,"  tkc. 

Xoifember  7. — Lord  Newark  and  Colonel  Evi-e  wen*  re-elected 
for  the  county  without  opposition. 


1807. 

1807  January  26. — A  meeting  of  the  mtepayers  of  St  Mary's  was 

held  at  the  vestry,  to  take  into  consideration  the  ruinous  state  of 
the  poorhouse.  It  was  agreed  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a  bill 
to  enable  the  paiish  to  erect  a  house  of  industry  for  tht^  i*eception 
of  the  uidoor  poor  of  the  parishes  within  a  radius  of  twelve  miles. 
The  bill  provided  for  the  election  of  a  numl)er  of  directors,  who 
were  to  be  invested  vrith  power  to  fully  govern  the  inmates,  order 
coqjoreal  punishments,  send  the  boys  to  sea,  kc.  And  the  vestry 
meeting  was  induced  to  sanction  the  application,  under  the  idea 
that  the  poor  rate  would  thereby  be  greatly  lessened. 

Blackner  states,  "  The  business  of  the  bill  was  managed  so 
adroitly,  that  even  some  of  its  own  committee  were  strangers  to 
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its  contents,  nor  were  the  public  acquainted  with  its  existence  till  1807 
it  was  on  the  eve  of  being  read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  for  the  vestry-meeting  had  been  called  with  •  such 
i^parent  indifference,  and  managed  with  such  delicacy,  that  the 
public  mind  was  not  awakened  to  the  subject.  Nothwithstanding 
all  this  management,  a  copy  of  the  bill  found  its  way  into  the 
hands  of  a  person  who  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of  letting  public 
grievanoes  remain  at  rcst.''^  A  town's  meeting  was  called,  and  a 
highly  respectable  committee  chosen  to  prepare  a  petition  to  Par- 
liunent  against  the  bill.  The  petition  was  presented;  but  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament  on  the  27th  of  April,  and  its  subsequent 
dissolution,  arrested  the  bill's  progress,  independently  of  the 
exertions  against  it.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  would  have  been 
revived  the  next  session,  as  were  many  other  bills  thus  stopped  in 
their  progress,  had  it  not  been  again  opposed.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Bristow  was  the  principal  advocate  of  the  bill ;  but  on  the  18th 
of  June,  the  most  numerous  vestry-meeting  ever  remembered  by 
the  oldest  man  living,  was  held  by  adjournment  from  the  vestry 
to  the  west-end  of  St.  Mary's  church,  at  which  a  string  of  resolu- 
tions was  passed  and  entered  in  the  parish-book,  declaratory  of  the 
parishioners'  determination  not  to  have  a  house  of  industry  erected. " 

At  a  subsequent  vestry-meeting,  it  was  resolved  to  erect  a 
workhouse  on  Dog-kennel-hill  (then  a  waste  strip  of  land  on  the 
weet  side  ^f  Man»field-road,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Wild's  factory 
and  theadjacent  houses),but  difficulties  arising, the  project  was  aban- 
doned. Ultimately,  the  old  house,  by  being  enlarged  and  patched 
in  divers  directions,  was  made  better  adapted  for  its  purpose. 

FebT%iary, — Mr.  Daniel  Lambert  held  his  first  levee  in  Not- 
tingham, at  the  Milton's  Head  inn.  This  was  the  largest  and 
heaviest  man  in  the  world.  He  was  bom  at  Leicester,  and  was 
apprenticed  to  an  engraver  and  die-sinker.  His  dimensions  were 
bat  ordinary  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty,  from  which  time 
until  death  he  gradually  increased  in  bulk.  In  June,  1805,  his 
weight  was  ascertained  to  be  fifty  stones  one  pound,  or  701  pounds; 
and  when  last  tested,  it  was  fifty-two  stones  eleven  pounds. 

This  extraordinary  specimen  of  obesity  was  generally  temper- 
ate, and  frequently  tried  the  experiment  of  abstinence,  without 
any  apparent  diminution  of  bulk  :  occasionally,  he  would  eat  an 
entire  leg  of  mutton.  The  quantity  of  cloth  required  to  make  his 
clothes  was  immense.  When  he  walked,  there  was  a  lightness  in 
his  step  that,  was  surprising.  He  had  a  voice  clear  and  agreeable, 
and  sang  with  great  ease  and  taste.  He  visited  Nottingham 
several  times ;  and  died  suddenly  at  Stamford,  on  the  21st  June, 
1809,  aged  36  year&  It  was  thought  at  the  last  that  he  did  not 
weigh  less  than  fifty-seven  stones. 

March  25. — The  Portland  Ministry  invested  with  office.  The 
Duke  of  Portland  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury;  Mr.  Canning, 
Foreign  Secretary ;  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  Colonial  Secretary. 

■    *■  We  tuppoM  that  Black ner  here  modestly  alluded  to  himself. 


Rmlth. 

Coke. 

Crompkm. 

39   ... 

85   . 

34 

306  ... 

277  . 

..  110 

496  ... 

432  . 

..  206 

678  ... 

575  . 

..  312 

792  ... 

674  . 

..  353 

866  ... 

718  . 

..  393 

902  ... 

731  . 

..  421 

995  ... 

796  . 

..  544 

1216  ... 

937  . 

..  635 
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1807  April  21.— Death  of  the  Rev.  George  Walker,  F.RS.,  and 

president  of  the  Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society. 
He  was  one  of  the  pastors  of  the  Unitarian  churdi  in  this  town 
upwards  of  twenty-five  years,  during  which  time  he  published  his 
l^neatise  on  the  Spheres,  and  another  on  the  Conic  Section& 

Mai/  7. — First  day  of  the  election.  The  candidates  were 
Messrs.  Coke  and  Smith,  on  the  one  side,  and  Dr.  Crompton  on 
the  other.  The  Doctor  put  up  and  persevered  in  the  contest  con- 
trary to  ihe  advice  of  his  friends,  and  infusing  to  so  to  any 
expense,  his  success  was  impossible.  The  polling  was  as  follows: — 

First  day 
Second  day 
Third  day 
Fourth  day 
Fifth  day 
Sixth  day 
Seventh  day       .. 
Eighth  day 
Ninth  day 

At  the  end  of  the  ninth  day,  the  Sheriffs  closed  the  poll  without 
Dr.  Crompton's  consent.  He  protested  strongly  but  unavailingly 
against  it,  and  followed  up  his  protestation  by  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  But  the  committee  of  the  House  declared 
his  petition  for  an  inquiry  to  be  "frivolous  and  vexatious." 

Jfay  13. — Lord  Newark  and  A.  H.  Eyre,  Esq.,  were  again 
elected  for  the  county. 

JuTie  24. — The  return  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  at  Westminster 
was  celebrated  by  the  Whig-Radicals  of  this  town  with  extra- 
ordinary display.  Sheep  were  publicly  roasted,  and  public  dinners 
provided  in  various  localities.  There  was  also  a  procession,  with 
a  band  of  music  and  flags ;  and  at  night,  a  display  of  fireworks. 

Sejytemher  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Joseph  Lowe  entered  a  third 
time  upon  the  office  of  Mayor.  Mr.  Wright  Coldham  and  Mr. 
John  Bates  were  appointed  Sheriffs. 

November  4. — The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Richard  Vassall  Fox, 
Lord  Holland,  attended  at  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Town 
Hall,  and  received  the  freedom  of  the  town. 

December  6. — Death  of  Mr.  George  Burbage,  aged  80  years, 
during  thirty  of  which  he  was  a  proprietor  and  printer  of  the 
Journal  newspaper.  Originally  of  humble  extraction,  Mr.  Burbage 
raised  himself  to  a  position  of  compai-ative  wealth  and  respecta- 
bility, entirely  by  his  own  industry  and  pei-severance.  His  affable 
and  courteous  demeanour  was  seldom  known  to  be  ruffled,  and  was 
in  such  extensive  repute  as  on  one  occasion  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  curious  test.  A  gentleman  laid  a  bet  with  another,  that  in 
the  dead  of  a  given  night,  he  would  go  to  Burbage^s  residence  on 
the  Long-row,  would  knock  him  up,  and  ask  liim  for  a  sheet  of 
writing  pai)er,  and  instead  of  a  rebuff,  get  thanked  for  doing  so. 
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The  experiment  was  tried.  Between  one  and  two  on  a  cold  1807 
winter's  morning,  the  unsuspecting  tradesman  was  roused  from  his 
sleep  by  a  knocking  so  violent  as  to  threaten  the  demolition  of  his 
shop  door,  and  hastily  dressing  himself,  hurried  down  stairs  to  see 
what  was  amiss.  Tlie  two  gentlemen  presented  themselves,  and 
one  of  them  inquired  very  blandly  for  a  halfpenny  sheet  of  paper. 
Without  betraying  any  irritation,  Burbage  struck  a  light  from  a 
tinder-box,  and  servc^l  him,  receiving  the  purchase  money  with  the 
customary  inclination  of  his  head,  and  his  *' Thank  you;  I'm 
much  obliged  to  you,  Sir." 

During  the  war,  Mr.  Burbage  had  the  honour  of  killing  more 
French  soldiers  (on  paper),  than  all  the  allied  armies  of  the  Conti- 
nent, unitedly.  Whenever  an  engagement  took  place,  it  was  usual 
for  his  partner,  Mr.  Greorge  Stretton,  to  come  into  the  office  with 
the  London  paper,  and  exultingly  ask,  '<  How  many  shall  we  say 
are  killed,  Mr.  Burbage  ?"  and  the  colloquy  generally  ended  in  an 
agreement  to  add  an  0  to  the  more  modest  report  of  their  metro- 
politan contemporary.  Detection  was  never  dreamt  of,  for  they 
had  no  rival  journalist  in  the  field,  and  the  London  papers  were 
inaccessible  to  the  generality  of  the  public.  In  this  manner  it  is 
supposed  they  killed  twice  as  many  Frenchmen  as  there  were 
male  inhabitants  of  France. 

Various  attempts  had  been  made  within  the  twenty  years 
antecedent  to  this  date,  to  obtain  permission  to  erect  a  church,  or 
diapel  of  ease,  but  they  had  all  been  defeated  by  the  opposition  of 
the  incumbents  and  patrons  of  the  three  parishes.  However,  as 
Standard-hill  was  this  year  brought  into  the  market,  and  was 
extra-parochial,  the  opportunity  was  thought  a  fitting  one  for  a 
renewed  efifort  Accordingly,  the  promoters  of  the  undertaking 
secured  in  the  first  instance  a  piece  of  land,  and  then  applied  to 
Parliament  for  the  necessary  powers.  The  incumbents  petitioned 
against  the  bill,  and  though  they  did  not  succeed  in  throwing  it 
out)  they  clogged  it  with  certain  conditions,  one  of  which  was  that 
marriages  should  not  be  solemnized  in  the  proposed  erection. 

Standard-hill  generally  was  sold  or  leased  about  this  period 
for  building  purposes ;  and  the  Park  Bowling  Green  was  also  formed. 
This  green  was  situated  on  the  left  of  the  foot-road  to  Lenton,  and 
was  broken  up  for  building  p\irposes  in  1860. 


1808. 

Fthrwjtfry  11. — ^A  tremendous  snowstorm,  accompanied  by  1808 
a  very  high  wind.  The  snow  was  so  drifted  as  to  fill  up  the  roads 
wherever  there  liappened  to  be  a  cutting,  and  to  render  them 
totally  impassable.  The  London  mail,  for  instance,  which  ought 
to  have  arrived  at  three  p.m.  on  Friday,  did  not  reach  the  town 
till  one  o'clock  on  Sunday.     The  coaches  to  Derby  set  out  as 
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1808  usual,  but  the  snow  being  in  many  places  from  six  to  twelve  feet 
in  depth,  they  were  unable  to  proceed  further  than  fiandiacre. 
Bodies  of  men  were  employed  in  all  directions,  and  succeeded  by 
Monday  in  re-opening  the  roads. 

April  6. — Public  exposure  in  the  pillor}  of  Robert  Calyin, 
who  had  been  convicted  at  the  recent  assizes  of  a  gross  abuse  of 
the  persons  of  two  little  girls.  The  nature  of  the  spectacle  drew 
together  in  the  Market-place  an  immense  number  of  people,  no 
exposure^of  the  kind  having  taken  place  in  the  town  for  upwards 
of  sixty  years.  At  twelve  o'clock,  the  culprit  was  escorted  from 
the  Town  Gaol  by  a  strong  body  of  constables,  sworn  in  specially 
for  the  pui-pose,  accompanied  by  the  Sheri£&,  and  ascending  the 
steps,  bowed  to  the  multitude  all  round,  and  was  then  afEbced  with 
his  head  and  arms  in  the  pillory.  There  did  not  appear  anjrthing  in 
his  behaviour  at  all  evidencing  either  a  deep  shame  at  his  situa- 
tion, or  of  contrition  for  his  abominable  offence ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  looked  as  well  as  he  could  around  him,  perfectly  undaunted. 
He  was  released  at  the  expiration  of  an  hour,  without  having 
sustained  any  personal  injury,  and  again  bowing  to  the  people, 
was  placed  in  the  cart,  and  reconducted  to  the  prison.  It  rained 
heavily  during  the  whole  time. 

lliere  can  be  no  question  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  extra- 
ordinary precaution  of  the  authorities,  the  man  would  have  met, 
as  was  usual  in  such  cases,  every  species  of  indignity  from  the 
exasperated  spectators.  They  were  restrained,  however,  by  the 
presence  of  a  large  body  of  constables,  and  by  the  knowledge  con- 
veyed in  handbills,  that  the  45th  Regiment  was  close  at  hand, 
under  arms,  ready  to  interfere  at  a  moment's  notice.  This  was 
the  last  occasion,  in  Nottingham,  in  which  the  pillory  was 
used. 

AprU  27. — Ceremonial  of  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  church 
on  Standard-hill.  The  number  of  spectators  was  so  incredibly 
great,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  the  commissioners 
under  the  Act  of  Parliament  could  struggle  to  the  spot  where  the 
stone  was  to  be  cle]X)sited.  A  brass  plate  on  its  face  bore  the 
following  inscription : — "  This  first  stone  of  a  Building,  dedicated 
to  St  James,  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God,  agreeably 
to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Established  Church  of  England, 
was  laid  by  Thomas  Hill,  Edmund  Wright,  Richard  Eaton,  and 
Benjamin  Maddock,  Esquires,  the  27th  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Loi'd  1 808,  and  the  48th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty 
King  George  the  Third ;  the  Right  Honourable  and  Reverend 
Edward  Venables  Vernon  being  Lord  Archbishop  of  the  diocese. 
*  O  Lord  our  God,  all  this  store  which  we  have  prepared  to  build 
thee  an  house  for  thy  holy  name,  cometh  of  thine  hand,  and  is  all 
thine  own.'" — 1  Chron,  xxix.  16.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Maddock 
officiated  as  chaplain. 

June  1. — The  second  battalion  of  the  45th  Regiment  were 
reviewed  in  the  Park  by  Lieut. -General  Pigot.     The  battalion  wai 
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composed  of  600  men,  mostly  natives  of  the  town  &ud  county,    1808 
who  had  volunteered  from  the  Militia.     Their  subsequent  services 
in  the  Peninsula,  form  a  proud  page  in  the  history  of  their 
country. 

Ju)ie  3. — First  publication  of  the  Nottitu/ham  Review.  Up 
to  this  period,  the  Whig  or  democratic  party  in  Nottingham 
had  no  recognised  organ,  nor  was  there  a  liberal  newspaper  within 
a  circle  of  about  forty  miles  round  the  town.  Two  journals,  how- 
ever, had  imperfectly  supplied  the  party's  political  requirements, 
viz.,  the  Cambridge  hUelligeticery  and  the  London  Sunday/  Revieto. 
It  was  the  high  popularity  of  the  latter  vehicle  of  information 
that  induced  Mr.  Sutton  to  adopt  the  patronymic  (Review)  as  the 
title  of  the  new  local  jounial. 

June, — Ichabod  Wright,  Esq.,  of  Mapi)erley,  succeeded  Col. 
Elliott  (who  had  resigned,  on  account  of  ill  health),  in  the  command 
of  the  Nottingham  Volunteers. 

Jtdy  16. — ^The  Nottingham  Volunteers  return  fi-om  the  com- 
pletion of  fourteen  days  training  at  Derby. 

August  8. — The  warehouse  of  Mr.  Darker,  in  Parliament- 
street,  was  partially  destroy eil  by  an  accidental'  fire.  The  inside 
of  the  premises,  and  a  great  quantity  of  valuable  lace,  were  totally 
destroyed. 

Septeii^ber  29. — Mr.  Aldei-man  Howitt  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
Francis  Wakefield,  jun.,  and  Mr.  John  (Jarr,  Sheriffs. 

November. — ^The  officers  and  upwards  of  500  of  the  non- 
committsioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Nottingham  Volunteers, 
transferred  their  services  into  the  local  Militia.  The  rest  were 
disbanded. 

November. — ^The  small-jK)x  unusually  prevalent  and  fatal  in 
Nottingham,  especially  in  Acton^s-yard,  Navigation-row,  Pear- 
street,  Glasshouso-lane,  Narrow-marsh,  and  St.  Peter's  Church-side. 
It  was  fettal  in  numerous  cases,  and  drew  public  attention  to  the 
importance  of  vaccination.  The  mortality  averaged  one  in  every 
three  casea 

Deceniber  11. — Mr.  Joseph  Hill,  tailor,  of  Greyhound-yard, 
died  of  hydrophobia,  aged  46  years.  Six  or  seven  weeks  pre- 
viously, a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  determined  to  shoot  a 
dog  that  seemed  very  disordered,  but  in  the  attempt  the  animal 
broke  loose  and  ran  down  the  yard.  Unhappily,  Mr.  Hill  was 
just  coming  out  of  his  house,  and  was  seized  by  the  dog  and  very 
severely  bitten  in  several  places,  nor  would  the  animal  relinquiidi 
its  hold  until  it  was  killed.  The  wounds  gradually  healed,  and 
Hill's  recovery  seemed  perfect,  but  the  woinst  symptoms  succeeded, 
attended  by  an  agonising  death. 

December. — The  most  severe  frost  since  the  year  1798.  A 
sudden  change  of  temperature  in  the  night  of  the  17th,  froze 
various  sheets  of  water  more  than  four  inches  thick,  destroyed 
plants,  and  inflicted  by  its  unexpectedness  incalculable  damage. 
A  poor  man,  73  years  of  age,  named  Joseph  Harrison,  living  in 
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1808  Hounds-gate,  was  found  the  next  morning,  literally  starved  to 
death.  On  the  22nd  and  23rd,  immense  descents  of  snow  very 
much  delayed  the  mails,  and  obstructed  the  thoroughfeires. 

Deceinber, — In  consequence  of  numerous  daring  burglaries  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was 
held  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  devise  a  remedy.  It  was  resolved 
that  "  each  Alderman  should  call  a  meeting  in  his  respective  ward 
to  increase  the  number  of  watchmen,  if  necessary,  and  to  augment 
their  pay ;  and  also  to  appoint  voluntary  superintendents  to  see 
that  IJie  watchmen  perform  their  duty."  At  this  time,  not  only 
were  the  police  regulations  defective,  but  the  very  appearance  of 
the  town  was  suggestive  of  inefficient  government.  The  streets 
were  strewed  with  filth  and  wretchedly  paved,  and  many  not  at 
all ;  some  of  them  were  lighted  in  the  night  with  oil,  and  others 
left  totally  dark.  Dangerous  upright  posts  were  not  in&equent^ 
even  in  the  greatest  thoroughfares,  and  signboards  were  suffered  to 
project  so  much  from  the  houses  as  in  some  cases  to  actually 
obstruct  the  currents  of  the  atmosphere. 

December  25. — Major  Wheatley,  of  the  local  Militia,  gave 
100  guineas  to  be  expended  in  coal,  and  divided  amongst  ''the 
poor  burgesses  of  Nottingham." 


1809. 

1809  The  opening  of  the  year  was  attended  by  great  severity  in 

t^e  weather,  and  on  the  6th  of  January,  a  great  fall  of  snow  again 
blocked  up  the  roads,  so  that  the  mails,  after  protracted  delays, 
had  to  be  brought  into  the  town  on  horseback.  A  sudden  thaw, 
on  the  26th,  accompanied  by  heavy  raip%  occasioned  the  highest 
flood,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in'1}5,  tliat  had  been  witnessed 
for  forty  years.  Its  greatest  altitude  was  at  eleven  a.m.  on 
the  28th,  when  it  was  2ft.  7^  in.  lower  than  its  memorable  pre- 
decessor. No  flood,  it  is  believed,  over  rose  more  rapidly,  or 
receded  more  slowly.  The  mischief  it  occasioned  was  considerable, 
especially  in  the  houses  of  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  A  liberal 
subscription  was  raised,  to  afford  the  sufferers  pecuniary  relief. 

Ju7ie  13. — Consecration  of  St  James's  church;  the  Arch- 
bishop X)f  York  conducting  the  ceremony. 

July  22. — ^Thomas  Lampin  was  tried  at  the  County  Hall, 
before  Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc,  for  forging  a  bill  of  exchange  for  £100, 
with  intent  to  defraud  Mr.  Peter  Selby,  of  Newark,  and  being 
found  guilty,  received  sentence  of  death.  Lampin  was  a  native 
of  Crediton,  in  Devonshire,  and  had  resided  for  a  short  time  at 
Gainsborough,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Newark,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  flaxdresser  for  some  time  with 
respectability.  Unexpected  misfortimes  and  depression  of  trade 
placed  him  at  length  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  and  under  the 
idea  of  retrieving  himself  he  had  recourse  to  the  expedient  which 
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cost  him  his  life.     It  was  his  intention  to  have  met  the  bill  when   1809 
it  became  due,  but  an  accidental  disclosure  frustrated  his  design. 
He  was  executed  on  the  2nd  of  August,  in  the  35th  year  of  his 
age,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children. 

Jvly  29. — ^An  important  cause  was  tried  at  Leicester,  before 
the  Hon.  Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc  and  a  special  jury,  "  the  Eling  v, 
John  Ash  well,  Esq.,"  which  involved  the  question  whether  the 
election  of  aldermen  for  the  town  of  Nottingham  rested  with  the 
Clothing  only,  or  should  be  thrown  open  for  the  suffrages  of  the 
burgesses  at  large.  The  issue  had  been  awaited  many  months  with 
great  anxiety,  especially  by  the  anti-corporate  or  Blue  party,  who 
had  instituted  the  proceedings.  The  trial  lasted  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  nearly  eight  in  the  evening.  The  counsel  for  the 
plainti^  wei-e,  Mr.  Darrell,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Copley 
(afterwards  Lord  Lyndhurst);  and  for  the  defendant  (whoae 
expenses  were  defrayed  by  the  Corporation),  Sir  Thos.  Jrlomer 
(the  Solicitor-Qeneral),  Mr.  Balguy,  Mr.  Sergeant  Yaughan,  Mr. 
Balguy,  junr.,  and  Mr.  Reader.  The  former  pleaded  the  terms 
of  the  Charter  of  the  Corporation,  which  provided  that  the 
election  of  aldermen  should  be  by  the  voice  of  the  burgesses 
generally.  The  defendant,  who  was  called  upon  to  show  by  what 
authority  he  held  the  office  of  alderman,  pl^uled  his  election  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  usage  of  more  than  two  hundred  years, 
agreeably  "  to  a  by-law  (not  now  extant)  made  in  the  year  1677, 
by  the  then  Mayor  and  burgesses,  in  writing,  for  the  avoiding 
popular  confusion  and  tumult  in  the  election  of  aldermen,  whereby 
such  election  was  transferred  from  the  burgesses  at  large  to  a  select 
body,  viz.,  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  coroners,  common 
councilmen,  and  such  of  the  burgesses  as  had  served  or  did  serve 
the  office  of  chamberlain  or  of  sheriff,  and  called  the  livery  or 
clothing  burgesses."  The  Corporation  books,  from  the  year  1577 
down  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Ashwell's  appointment,  were  produced 
in  court,  and  extracts  from  them  were  given  in  evidence ;  and  the 
usage  being  fully  proved,  the  jury,  by  direction  of  the  Judge^ 
returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Aug%Mi  25. — Henry  Martin,  Esq.,  of  Colston  Bassett,  M.P. 
for  Kinsale,  attended  at  the  Guildhall,  and  received  the  freedom 
of  the  town. 

August  28. — Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.,  M.P.,  was  also 
presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  town,  "  in  testimony  of  appro- 
bation  of  his  conduct  in  Parliament,  in  reference  to  the  abuses 
which  the  House  of  Commons  had  declared  to  exist  in  the  office 
of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  whilst  held  by  Lord  Melville." 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Wright  Coldham  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  Kirke  Swann  and  Mr.  W.  Morley,  SheriffisL 

October  4. — Mr.  Perceval  appointed  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

October  4,  5,  dz  6. — Grand  musical  festival,  in  St  Mary's 
church,  for  the  benefit  of  the  General  Hospital.  The  Orcmd  Te 
Peum,  by  Handel,  The  Creation^  and   The  Mesiah^  were  the 
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1 809  principal  performances ;  and  amongst  the  vocalists  were  the  cele- 
brated Mrs.  Billington,  Miss  Hawkins,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Peanon, 
and  Mr.  Bartleman.  Mr.  Cramer  was  the  leader  of  a  full  and 
efficient  band,  and  Mr.  Greatorex  presided  at  the  organ.  The  dear 
benefit  to  the  institution  was  £509. 

October  25. — Public  jubilee  in  commemoration  of  the  entrance 
of  Creorge  IIL  into  the  50th  year  of  his  reign.  The  Gorporatioa 
attended  Divine  service  at  St  Maiy's  after  breakfasting  together 
at  the  Town  Hall,  and  agreed  ''  to  subscribe  100  guineas^  in 
honour  of  the  day  (in  lieu  of  any  other  application  of  the  Corpora- 
tion funds  to  purposes  connected  with  the  celebration  thereof),  to 
be  applied  in  aid  of  the  fund  at  present  existing  for  the  erection 
of  a  fever-house  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  poor ;  and  also  to 
present  a  memorial  of  congratulation  to  his  Majesty."  The  Cor- 
poration and  others  also  presented  one  shilling  each  to  the  privates 
of  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards,  the  divisions  of  the  45th  and  73rd 
Regiments,  and  the  various  recruiting  parties,  to  drink  the  King's 
health.  The  troops  were  inspected  in  the  Market-place,  by  General 
Lister,  of  Colwick,  and  fired  R/eti  dejaie.  Th^  Sabbath  school 
children  of  the  town  were  regaled  with  tea,  cakes,  and  wine ;  and 
the  prisoners  in  the  gaols  were  supplied  most  plentifully  with 
beef,  mutton,  and  ale.  Public  dinners  were  provided  in  every 
quarter  of  the  town,  and  a  sheep  was  roasted  whole  in  Barker- 
gate,  and  distributed  to  the  poor. 

October  31. — Death  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Recorder  of 
Nottingham,  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  aged  71  years. 

November  7. — Death  of  Mr.  Paul  Sandby,  a^ged  70  years. 
This  ingenious  artist  was  bom  in  Nottingham,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  was  admitted  into  the  drawing-room  of  the  Tower  of 
London,  where  his  proficiency  was  so  marked,  that  in  17 4S  he  was 
appointed  dmughtsman  under  General  Watson,  with  whom  he 
traveUed  through  the  highlands  of  Scotland.  During  his  sojourn 
at  Edinburgh,  he  made  a  number  of  etchings  of  the  designs  he  had 
sketched,  which  he  published  in  a  folio  volume.  In  1752  he  went 
to  reside  at  Windsor,  where  he  drew  seventy  views  of  the  scenery 
in  that  neighbourhood,  which  so  pleased  Sir  Joseph  Banks  that 
he  purchased  them  all  at  a  lil^eral  price.  Soon  after  this,  our 
townsman  accompanied  Sir  Joseph  in  a  tour  through  Wales, 
where  he  sketched  a  gn^at  numW  of  interesting  and  romantic 
views.  Under  the  patronage  of  Sir  Watkin  William  Wynne,  he 
also  took  numerous  sketches  in  tlie  northern  part  of  the  Princi- 
pality. On  the  institution  of  the  Royal  Academy,  Mr.  Sandby 
was  electetl  one  of  its  first  members,  and  was  appointed  in  the 
same  year  chief  drawing-master  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy 
at  Woolwich,  which  situation  he  held  till  his  death.  Mr.  Sandby 
contributed  nmch  to  the  i^eputation  of  the  English  school  of 
landscape  painting ;  and  in  many  of  his  exquisite  delineations, 
uniting  fidelity  with  taste,  the  beautiful  scenery  of  this  island  is 
displayed  as  in  a  mirror.     As  a  painter  in  ^vater  colours  he  has 
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Bcaroelj  been  equalled,  and  he  brought  aquatint  engraving  to  a  1809 
perfection  before  unknown. 

November, — The  Duke  of  Newcastle  appointed  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  county. 

November  13. — Lord  Holland  appointed  Recorder. 

December  21. — The  noble  Lord,  accompanied  by  the  members 
of  the  Corporation,  and  preceded  by  a  band  of  music,  walked  in 
procession  from  the  house  of  the  Mayor  in  Halifax-place,  to  the 
Town  Hall,  where  the  customary  oaths  were  administered  on  his 
installation  into  office.  At  the  close  of  an  eloquent  speech  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  him  in  electing 
him  their  Becorder,  his  Lordship  said,  "  the  honour  is  enhanced 
by  the  reflection  that  the  Corporation  of  Nottingham  have,  in  all 
periods  of  our  history,  and  in  the  most  trying  times,  been  eminently 
distinguished  above  others  for  attachment  to  the  great  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty."  The  noble  Lord  and  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation  afterwards  partook  of  a  sumptuous  dinner  at  the 
White  Lion  inn. 

December  24. — Death  of  the  Be  v.  Sir  Kichard  Kaye,  Bart, 
LL.D.,  Archdeacon  of  Nottingham,  Dean  of  Lincoln,  Bector  of 
Marylebone  and  of  Clayworth,  Pi*ebendary  of  Southwell,  kc 
He  was  succeeded  in  the  Archdeaconry  by  Uie  Bev.  John  Eyre, 
Bector  of  Babworth. 


1810. 

Jcmuary  29. — Public  rejoicings  and  sheep-roasting  in  tiie  1810 
Market-place  aud  Hounds-gate,  amongst  parties  •  interested,  in 
celebration  of  Lord  Ellenborough  having  discharged  a  rule 
obtained  in  the  Court  ^f  King's  Bench,  for  the  defendant  to  show 
oause  why  a  new  trial  should  not  be  granted  in  the  case,  "  the 
ELing  V.  AshwelL^'  The  defendant's  case  was  argued  on  this 
occasion  by  Mr.  Sergeant  Lens,  Mr.   Balguy,  and  Mr.  Scarlet 

gfterwards  Lord  Abinger) ;  on  the  other  side  were  Sir  Vicary 
ibbs  (the  Attorney-General),  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Dampier. 
February, — ^Major  Wheatley,  who  had  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  contesting  the  next  vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the 
town,  in  the  Whig  interest,  sent  another  £100  for  distribution 
amongst  the  poor  burgesses.  Li  a  few  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Smith, 
the  sitting  Member,  sent  for  distribution  amongst  the  poor  inhabi- 
tants generally,  the  smn  of  £200. 

March  14. — A  meeting  of  the  parishioners  of  Badford 
unanimously  agreed  to  demolish  the  church,  a  small  and  very 
dilapidated  structure,  and  erect  a  new  one.  The  result  of  this 
meeting  was  the  erection  of  the  existing  building,  on  the  west 
side  of  Outgang-lane,  of  which  Mr.  H.  M.  Wood  was  the  archi- 
tect Lord  Middleton  subscribed  £200  towards  it ;  G^rge  de 
ligne  Gregory,  Esq.,  £200;  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  M.P.,  £50;  <fec. 
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1810  The  cost  was  about  £2,000.     It  was  finished  in  18 1 2,  and  dedicated 
to  St  Peter. 

April, — ^The  Rev.  George  Hutchinson,  M.A.,  presented  to 
the  vicarage  of  St  Mary's^  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bristow. 

Mai/, — ^The  feUmongers'  vats  on  the  Leen-side  were  destroyed 
as  a  public  nuisance. 

May  28. — A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Market-place,  supposed 
to  have  been  attended  by  5,000  j^ersons,  at  which  a  congratulatory 
address  was  voted  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  M.P.  for  Westminster, 
"  for  his  patriotic  conduct  in  reprobating  the  act  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  sending  John  Gale  Jones  to  Newgate,  on  a  supposed 
charge  of  breach  of  privilege  of  the  House;"  for  which  reprobi&tion 
the  hon.  baronet  had  been  committed  to  the  Tower,  by  a  warrant 
from  the  Speaker.  A  spirited  petition  for  Reform  in  Parliament 
was  also  adopted. 

Jtme  25. — ^Ten  sheep  publicly  roasted,  and  much  outward 
display  of  rejoicing,  amongst  the  local  Democrats,  in  consequence 
of  the  liberation  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  from  the  Tower. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Bates  appointed  Mayor ; 
Mr.  Charles  Wakefield  and  Mr.  John  Stevens  Howitt,  Sheriffs. 

Septefmber. — ^The  Police  Office  built  on  Smithy-row. 

September, — ^The  south-east  comer  of  Bridlesmith-gate  taken 
down  by  public  subscription,  and  the  road  widened  the  breadth  of 
a  carriage. 

October  29. — Sir  Sidney  Smith  (the  gallant  defended  of  Acre) 
and  his  lady  honoured  the  performance  at  our  Theatre  with  their 
presence,  and  were  most  enthusiastically  received. 

October, — A  new  chui-ch  at  Sneinton  first  opened  for  Divine 
worship  (the  building  demolished  after  the  opening  of  the  present 
structure  in  1839). 

Noveniber  27. — A  town's  meeting  was  held  in  the  Guildhall 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  permanently  a  school  for  the  educa- 
tion of  poor  children,  on  the  Leuicasterian  system.  Mr.  Lancaster 
was  present,  and  spoke  in  a  very  animating  and  pleasing  manner 
on  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  proposed  institution.  The 
school-room  on  Derby-road  may  be  considered  as  the  result  The 
system  of  teaching  was  afterwards  altered  to  that  known  as  the 
"  British."  The  school  was  mainly  supported  by  volimtary  sub- 
scriptions, and  was  closed  at  Midsummer,  1878. 

Establishment  of  the  Nottingham  Sunday  School  Union. 


1811. 

1811  February    10. — Death   of  the   Hon.    Henry   Cavendish,  at 

Clapham.  He  was  a  distinguished  philosopher  and  chemist,  and 
presented  the  munificent  sum  of  £6,337  to  the  Nottingham 
General  Hospital. 


\ 
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Fthruary, — Such  was  the  reduced  state  of  trade  and  the  high  1811 
price  of  com,  that  half-ftunished  workmen,  belonging  to  nearly 
every  branch  of  the  local  manufacture,  were  constrained  to  sweep 
the  streets  for  a  paltry  support  They  were  so  employed  by  the 
overseers  of  St.  Mary's,  the  workhouse  being  too  full  to  receive 
their  families  and  no  other  employment  presenting  itself. 

March  11. — ^This  day  is  memorable  as  the  commencement  of 
the  protracted  and  most  alarming  series  of  outrages,  known  as 
'^  the  Luddite  disturbances. '^  A  great  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
had  been  smouldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  framework-knitters 
generally,  for  a  long  period,  occasioned  by  reductions  in  wages,  <S:c., 
and  at  length  broke  out  in  an  open  flame.  Some  hundreds  of 
country  hands  assembled  in  the  Market-place,  and  in  short 
n>eechee  amongst  themselves  complained  in  unmeasured  terms  of 
the  treatment  to  which  they  were  subject.  The  constables  were 
ordered  out  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  a  troop  of  Dragoons 
paraded  the  Market-place  from  three  to  nine  p.m.  for  the  like  pur- 
pose. When  the  night  fairly  set  in,  the  men  marched  to  Arnold, 
and  broke  sixty-three  frames,  chiefly  belonging  to  a  person  named 
Bolton.  The  next  morning,  a  troop  of  Dragoons  were  sent  to  the 
village,  but  the  rioters  had  dispersed,  and  none  of  them  were  then 
i^l^prehended. 

The  pernicious  example  thus  set  became  at  once  highly 
popnkr,  and  was  speedily  and  extensively  imitated.  In  the  fol- 
loving  week,  many  of  the  villages  in  the  north-western  part  of 
the  oount^  were  visited,  and  nearly  a  hundred  frames  belonging  to 
obnoxious  parties  were  demolished. 

AprU, — In  addition  to  the  ordinary  means  of  enforcing 
authority  and  detecting  oflenders,  two  police  officers  of  tried 
alnlity,  from  Bow-street,  London,  were  stationed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  ensure  the  apprehension  of  some  of  the  frame- 
breakers.  To  further  strengthen  the  local  civil  and  military 
force,  the  Boyal  Lancashire  Militia,  en  route  from  Worecster  to 
Hull,  were  detained  in  the  town  several  weeks. 

May  27. — By  the  census  taken  this  day,  agreeably  to  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  population  of  the  town  was  ascertained  to  be  as 
subjoined : — 

FtfiahM.  Inhab.  Hs.      Families.        Males.  Females.         Total 

St  Mary  5238         3885       12381       14990       27371 

St  Nicholas 730  748         1720         2103         3823 

St  Peter  ,...       529  568        1270        1569        2839 


Standard  Hill  ... 
Brewhouse  Yard. 

6497 
25 
16 

7201 
27 
17 

15371 

119 

44 

18662 
99 
63 

34033 
218 
107 

Total 

6538 

7245 

15534 

18824 

34358 

In  the  parish  of  Badford  there  were  found  to  be  695  inhabited 
hoQBeai  containing  1,635  males  and  1,812  females :  total  3,447. 
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1811  Atigtist  7. — Sir  Sidney  Smith  received  ike  freedom  of  the 

Corporation,  at  the  Guildhall.  The  Mayor  and  Corporation  wne 
present  in  their  robes  of  office,  and  Sir  Sidney  was  in  the  fall 
dress  uniform  of  a  British  admiral,  and  wore  the  ingignia  of  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath. 

Augttst — Eecruiting  parties  were  particularly  activa  Lads 
but  five  feet  high  were  taken,  with  large  bounties.  The  principal 
recruiting  depdts  were,  the  Dog  and  ID^ke,  Chandler^s-lane;  the 
Volunteer,  Meadow-plats;  the  British  Tar,  Newcastle-street;  and 
the  Durham  Ox,  Pelham-street. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  William  Wilson,  of  Plumptre 
House,  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  Isaac  Woolley  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Hall,  Sheriffs. 

October  10. — ^The  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  QenenJ 
Lunatic  Asylum,  near  this  town,  the  erection  of  which  had  just 
been  completed,  drew  to  the  town  a  numerous  assemblage  of  the 
aristocracy  and  gentry  of  the  county.  A  little  before  eleven  o'clock, 
the  governors,  stewards,  and  friends  of  the  charity  met  their 
President,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  at  the  County  Hall,  and  accom- 
panied by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  in  full  costume,  moved  in 
procession  to  St.  Mary's,  to  attend  Divine  service,  where  the  Rev. 
Brook  Boothby,  rector  of  Elirkby,  eloquently  advanced  the  claims 
of  the  institution.  The  plates  at  the  doors  were  held  by  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Newcastle,  Lord  Newark  and  Countess  Manvers, 
Sir  J.  B.  Warren  and  Mrs.  Sotheron,  and  the  Hon.  John  Simpson 
and  Mrs.  Denison.  The  sum  collectekl  was  £420.  No  less  than 
£19,819  had  been  expended  over  the  building  and  its  appur- 
tenances. Dr.  Charles  Pennington  was  the  first  physician  to  the 
charity,  and  Mr.  Henry  Oldknow  the  surgeon. 

November  4. — ^The  practice  of  frame  breaking  was  revived 
under  circumstances  greatly  more  alarming  than  in  the  spring  of 
the  year.  The  Review  of  the  succeeding  Friday  supplied  the 
following  details : — 

"  The  system  of  frame  breaking  in  this  neighbourhood,  which 
re-commenced  about  eight  months  ago,  after  a  lapse  of  thirty-six 
years,  was  renewed  on  the  4th  inst,  after  a  diort  interval,  by 
breaking  six  frames  in  Bulwell.  The  violence  above-named  was 
but  the  prelude  to  scenes  stUl  more  violent  and  awful :  for  on 
Sunday  night  last,  a  party  of  men,  intent  upon  breaking  frames, 
assailed  the  house  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Hollingworth,  at 
Bulwell,  who  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the  workmen, 
but  who,  from  timely  intimation,  had  removed  part  of  his  frames 
to  Nottingham,  and  had  provided  seven  or  eight  persons,  armed 
with  muskets,  to  protect  the  seven  remaining  in  his  house.  Not- 
withstanding the  formidable  nature  of  this  defence,  the  assailants, 
after  eighteen  or  twenty  shots  had  been  exchanged  by  the  opposing 
parties,  forced  their  way  into  the  house ;  and  when  in  the  act  of 
forcing  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  the  frames  stood,  the  first 
man  received  a  shot  into  his  abdomen  from  a  man  in  the  houise, 
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whidi  in  a  few  ininuteB  deprived  him  of  life;  but  he  had  just  1811 
time  to  ezdaim,  '  Proceed  my  brave  fellows,  I  die  with  a  willing 
heart'  His  companions  immediately  conveyed  his  dead  body  to 
the  borders  of  the  Forest,  near  to  which  the  house  of  Holling- 
worth  stood,  and  then,  with  a  fury  irresistible  by  the  power 
opposed  to  them,  they  again  entered  the  house,  and  in  about  an 
hour  and  a  half  fully  completed  the  object  of  their  attack ;  while 
the  guards,  or  what  should  have  been  so,  sought  their  safety  in 
flight.  The  same  night,  ten  or  twelve  frames  were  destroyed  in  a 
house  at  Kimberley,  though  not  of  the  obnoxious  kind  ;  and  the 
reason  assigned  to  the  master  of  the  house  for  this  violence  was, 
that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  learning  colU;  that  is,  he  had 
learnt  persons  to  make  stockings  without  their  serving  a  regular 
apprenticeship  to  the  trade.  We  understand  the  rioters  took 
nothing  away  except  defensive  and  offensive  weapons,  nor  destroyed 
anything,  except  by  accident,  but  the  frames  that  were  the  objects 
of  their  vengeance.  Monday  passed  over  with  only  hea^y  mur- 
murs and  threats ;  but  on  Tues<lay,  eight  or  nine  frames, 
coming  from  Sutton-in-Ashiield,  were  seized  in  Basford,  and  burnt 
The  few  of  the  Queen^s  Bays  at  our  Barracks  that  could  be 
mounted  were  called  out;  but  being  scattered  in  the  different 
villages,  they  were  of  but  little  avail,  in  i)articular  as  the  rioters 
knew  how  to  evade  their  appearance.  On  Wednesday  evening, 
the  latter,  to  the  number  of  one  thousand,  from  the  neighbouring 
villages,  assembled  at  tho  soventh  milestone  on  the  Mansfield-road, 
about  three  hundred  of  whom  were  armed  with  muskets  and 
pistols,  and  the  others  with  weapons  of  other  kinds,  and  proceeded 
to  Sutton-in-Ashfield,  where  they  broke  about  fifty-four  fi-ames ; 
some  accounts  state  the  numl)er  as  high  as  seventy.  What 
few  of  the  Mansfield  Ti*oop  of  Volunteers  remain  attached  to  that 
corpB  were  called  out ;  and  bemg  joined  by  seven  dismounted 
Dragoons  who  happened  to  be  at  the  latter  place,  escorting  two 
French  prisoners,  they  proce^ed  to  Sutton,  and  secured  from 
eight  to  twelve  of  the  rioters,  who  were  examined  at  Mansfield  by 
the  magistrates  on  Thursday,  four  of  whom  (three  being  from 
Amoldy  and  one  from  Hucknall  Torkard)  were  brought  in  a  post- 
chaise  to  our  County  Gaol  in  the  evening,  escorted  by  some  of  the 
Holme  Troop  of  Volunteer  Cavalry,  the  whole  of  whom  passed 
through  this  town  between  two  and  three  on  that  day  ;  as  did  the 
Bonny  Troop  about  six  in  the  evening,  on  their  way  towards  the 
scene  of  action.  In  short,  the  military  seem  to  be  in  motion  in  all 
directions." 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  man,  who  was  a  native  of 
Leicester,  was  removed  to  Arnold  for  interment,  Westley  having 
resided  there  about  twelve  yeai-s.  The  funeral  scene  was  witnessed 
by  seven  hundred  to  a  thousand  persons.  Apprehending  that  an 
attempt  might  be  made  to  yet  further  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  extol  the  career  of  the  man  into  maityrdom,  Thomas 
Wright,  Esq.,  the  High  Sheriff,  attended  by  the  Under  Sheriff, 
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1811  half  a  dozen  magistrates,  Apoaae  of  constables,  and  a  company  of 
mounted  Dragoons,  followed  the  corpse  into  the  churchyard.  The 
excitement  was  tremendous.  The  Kiot  Act  was  at  once  read, 
and  while  the  solemn  service  for  the  dead  was  being  performed, 
the  regimental  drum  was  beaten,  and  the  wildest  confusion 
observable.  Directly  the  cofl^  was  lowered,  the  magistrates  had 
the  yard  thoroughly  cleared,  and  all  who  disobeyed  their  command 
were  taken  into  custody. 

Blackner,  who  possessed  peculiar  means  of  obtaining  authen- 
tic information,  states,  in  reference  to   these  outrages, — ''The 
desperate  measures  adopted  by  the  workmen  in    this    neigh- 
bourhood may  be  truly  said  to  have  had  a  serious  effect  upon  the 
repose  of  the  whole  of  this  county,  as  well  as  those  of  Derby, 
Leicester,  York,  and  Lancaster ;  inasmuch  as  the  system  pursued 
by  the  frame  breakers,  or,  as  they  termed  themselves,  '  Luddites,' 
was  adopted  by  the  rioters  in  those  several  counties.     The  frame 
breakers  assumed  this  appellation  from  the  circumstance  of  an 
ignorant  youth  in  Leicestershire,  of  the  name  of  Ludlam,  who, 
when  ordered  by  his  father,  a  framework  knitter,  to  square  his 
needles,  took  a  hammer  and  beat  them  into  a  heap.     The  practice 
of  these  men  was  to  assemble  in  parties  of  from  six  to  sixty, 
according  as  circumstances  required,  under  a  supposed  leader,  that 
was  styled  General  Lwid,  who  had  the  absolute   command   Of 
them,  and  directed  their  operations;  placing  the  guards,  who  were 
armed  with  swords,  fu*elocks,  <S:c.,  in  their  proper  places,  while  those 
armed  with  hammers,  axes,  &c.,  were  ohlered  to  enter  the  house 
and  demolish  the  frames ;   and  when  the  work  of  mischief  was 
completed,  he  called  over  the  list  of  his  men,  who  answered  to  a 
particular  number,  and  he  then  gave  a  signal  for  their  departure, 
by  discharging  a  pistol,  which  implied  that  all  was  right.     In 
consequence  of    these  outrages  being  continued,  a  considerable 
military  force  was  brought  into  the  neighbourhood ;  two  of  the 
London  police  magistrates,  with  some  other  officers,  came  down 
with  a  view  of  assisting  the  civil  power  in  discovering  the  ring- 
leaders;   a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  also  placed  at  the 
disposal   of   a  secret  committee   for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
private  information ;  but  in  disregard  of  the  offers  of  the  secret 
committee,  in  contempt  of  the  Kegent's  proclamation,  in  defiance 
of  the  vigilance  of  the  powers,  both  civil  and  military,  these 
deluded  men  continued  their  course  of   devastation  for  several 
months,  and  at  the  end  of   February,   1812,  it  was  found  that 
no   less  than   six  hundred  and   twenty-four  frames   had    been 
destroyed." 

November  18. — A  wide  frame  was  broken  to  pieces  in  the 
night-time,  at  a  house  in  Outgang-lane,  Old  Radford ;  and  the 
night  following,  in  consequence  of  a  stone  having  been  projected 
through  the  window  of  a  frame-shop  in  New  Eadford,  a  number 
of  the  local  Militia  garrisoned  the  premises,  and  also  those 
connected  with  another  workshop  in  the  neighbourhood.      Of 
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course,  no  attack  was  made.     The  Nottinghamshire  Local  Militia   1811 
were  called  up  at  this  alarming  i)eriocl  on  permanent  duty,  and 
the  military  at  the  Barracks  were  strengthened  by  a  detachment 
of  the  Scots  Greys  from  Litchfield,  and  a  squadron  of  the  15th 
Hussars. 

November  23. — The  Luddites  made  a  general  attack  upon 
various  workshops  in  Basford,  and  completely  destroyed  about 
thirty  frames,  the  ironwork  of  which  was  broken  into  pieces  and 
scattered  in  all  directions.  The  proceeding  was  conducted  with 
80  much  secrecy  and  despatch,  that  long  l^eforo  any  resisting  force 
could  be  collected  the  mischief  was  fully  accomplished.  Earl 
Waldegrave  immediately  set  out  in  pursuit  of  the  offenders  at  the 
head  of  his  squadron  of  HiLSsai's,  but  did  not  succeed  in  appre- 
hending any  of  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  week,  fi-ames  were  broken  in  the 
night-time,  in  Trumpet-street  and  York-street,  Nottingham,  and 
at  ChilweU,  Gossall,  Eastwood,  Heanor,  Arnold,  and  other  places. 
^e  wide  frames  used  for  cut-ups  were  the  most  obnoxious,  but 
in  some  instances  the  rioters  extended  their  vengeance  to  all  frames 
worked  either  at  retluced  prices  or  by  hands  not  recognised  by 
the  trade.  The  consequences  were  ruinous  to  many  of  the  owners, 
and  others  in  the  country  having  their  fears  fully  aroused, 
brought  their  frames  into  the  town  for  better  security,  under 
military  escort 

December  5. — In  consequcuice  of  a  continuance  of  the  riots, 
the  magistrates  issued  a  notice,  calling  upon  all  publicans  to  close 
their  houses,  nor  suffer  any  company  therein  after  ten  o'clock  at 
night ;  and  directing  further,  that  all  householders,  their  servants, 
axid  dependents,  should  remain  within  dooi-s  after  that  hour,  so 
long  as  the  disposition  to  tumult  then  prevalent  should  continue. 
The  authorities  also  intimateil  that  to  enter  a  house  in  the  night- 
time, to  demolish  a  frame,  was  in  the  eye  of  the  law  burglary, 
and  pimishable  with  death,  and  that  all  offenders  would  meet  with 
the  utmost  severity. 

It  was  hoped  that  by  the  publication  of  this,  and  the  arrival 
of  additional  troops,  the  Royal  Horse  Guards  Blue  and  the  Berk- 
shire Militia  having  been  sent  amongst  us,  the  disciples  of  Ned 
Ladd  would  have  ceased  from  their  labours ;  but  the  expectation 
proved  perfectly  illusive,  and  the  practice  of  frame  breaking  spread 
with  great  rapidity  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
Midland  hosiery  districts. 

December  15. — The  Prince  Regent  issued  a  proclamation, 
offering  a  reward  of  £50  to  any  party  instrumental  in  the  convic- 
tion of  a  frame  breaker. 


2n 
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1812. 

1812  ^^®  y^^^  opened  very  gloomily.     A  protracted  and  ruinous 

war,  with  the  usual  concomitantB,  prostrated  commerce,  provisions 
greatly  enhanced  in  price  (wheat  selling  at  lOSs.  j^er  quarter),  a 
depreciated  currency,  and  scarcity  of  employment,  produced 
suffering,  which  the  excesses  of  the  Ludd[ites  served  only  to 
aggravate  and  increase.  A  settled  despondency  seemed  to  rest 
upon  the  town ;  and  the  nightly  i*ecuiTing  outrages,  the  uninter- 
mittent  fear  of  the  fi*ame  owners,  the  presence  of  numerous  bodies 
of  troops,  ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  sally  forth  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  night  watching  and  garrisoning  of  houses, 
realize<l  more  than  at  any  other  perio<l  in  the  memory  of  the 
inhahitiints  a  conception  of  the  horroi-s  of  a  state  of  siege. 

January  10. — The  Jounud  of  this  day  remarks,  "It  is  with 
exti'eme*  regret  we  state,  that  notwithstanding  the  adoption  of 
every  measure  calcidated  to  put  a  stop  to  the  felonious  system  of 
frame  bi-eaking,  conciliatory  as  well  as  coercive,  the  practice  still 
continues,  and,  if  possible,  under  more  aggiuvated  circumstances. 
No  less  a  number  tlian  forty-three  stocking  and  lace  frames  have 
been  broken  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  several 
even  in  the  town  itself,  since  our  last ;  and  what  adds  most 
seiiously  to  this  evil  is  that  it  has  opened  the  door  for  the  com- 
mission of  every  other  species  of  crime,  murder  as  yet  only 
excepted.  Scarcely  a  night  passes  without  some  fresh  outrage  or 
robbery,  and  hordes  of  banditti  infest  the  country  to  such  a 
degree  that  neither  persons  nor  proj)erty  can  be  considered  safe 
either  by  day  or  night." 

Though  in  the  above  paragraph  the  Luddites  were  all  involved 
in  one  sweeping  condemnation,  it  is  right  that  a  distinction  should 
be  drawn  between  the  two  classes  into  which  they  were  divisible. 
These  were,  the  Luddites  proper,  or  they  who  broke  frames  under 
the  mistaken  idea  that  they  should  thereby  benefit  trade,  and  who 
confined  themselves  to  that  species  of  offence,  and  the  yet  more 
numerous  class  who  adopted  the  no7a  de  guerre^  "N^  Ludd's 
men,"  as  a  cloak  for  the  commission  of  almost  every  crime. 

Jamuiry  12. — It  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  this  work  to 
detaU  every  case  of  frame  breaking,  nor  is  it  at  all  essential  to  do 
so.  The  cases  which  follow  will  be  instanced  simply  as  illustrations 
of  the  systematic  nature  of  the  performances.  About  seven 
o'clock,  this  (Sunday)  evening,  a  party  of  men  in  disguise,  armed 
with  pistols,  entered  the  house  of  Mr.  Tliomas  Benson,  in  Carter- 
gate,  and  after  taking  measures  to  prevent  anyone  giving  an 
alaim,  by  placing  sentinels  at  the  doors  of  all  the  neighbours,  and 
at  the  approaches  leading  to  the  premises,  they  proceeded  to  the 
workshop  upstairs,  and  demolished  eight  frames  In  about  the  same 
number  of  minutes.     During  the  commission  of  the  offence,  not 
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the  least  noise  was  heard  in  the  sti'eet,  and  the  retreat  was   1812 
simultaneous  and  in  perfect  order. 

January  13. — ^This  morning,  about  six  o'clock,  eight  men, 
disguised  and  armed  with  various  weapons,  entered  Mr.  Noble's 
house,  at  New  Kadford,  and  while  one  remained  below  to  "  take 
care"  of  the  mistress  of  the  household,  the  others  went  upstairs 
and  destroyed  four  warp  lace-machines,  because,  as  the  operators 
allied,  "they  were  maHng  two-course  Jwh."  Noble  was  forced 
out  of  one  of  the  machines  by  the  blow  of  a  sword,  which  nar- 
rowly missed  his  head,  and  cut  asunder  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
threads  across  the  machine.  The  screams  of  his  wife,  which  even 
a  severe  blow  on  the  head  from  the  butt  end  of  a  pistol  could  not 
stop,  brought  Noble  down  to  her  assistance,  and  also  a  neighbour, 
who  managed  to  get  in  at  the  back  door.  They  at  once  seized  the 
man  in  the  room,  and  tried  to  disarm  him,  but  he,  perceiving  his 
danger,  called  out  "  Ned  Ludd,"  and  his  associates  rushed  down 
stairs  to  his  rescue.  In  the  rtielee  a  pistol  was  snapped,  but  happily 
without  effect.  Finding  the  door  fastened  upon  them  from  the 
outside,  the  desperadoes  broke  out  the  panels,  and  forced  a  way 
through  a  crowd  of  people,  threatening  any  one  with  death  who 
might  attempt  to  follow  them. 

About  the  same  time,  twenty  frames  were  broken  at  Clifton, 
and  fourteen  at  Ruddington.  As  soon  as  the  work  of  destruction 
was  commenced  at  these  places,  mounted  messengers  were 
despatched  to  the  Barracks,  and  a  troop  of  Hussars,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Bunny  troop  of  Yeomanry,  galloped  off  and  secured 
the  passes  over  the  Trent,  imder  the  full  expectation  of  intercept- 
ing the  Luddites  on  their  return  to  the  town.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, seized  a  small  boat  above  Clifton,  and  when  they  arrived  at 
the  Opposite  bank,  discharged  their  firearms,  and  made  good  their 
retreat. 

The  same  evening,  two  soldiers  were  stationed  in  the  house 
of  a  person  named  Barnes,  at  Basford,  to  assist  him  in  the  pro- 
tection of  his  machinery ;  but  while  they  were  sitting  by  the  fire, 
with  their  arms  resting  near  them,  seven  men  rushed  in  and 
seized  them.  Two  of  the  bold  fellows  then  stationed  themselves 
as  sentries  at  the  door,  armed  with  the  soldiers'  muskets,  whilst 
their  companions  demolished  three  frames ;  having  accomplished 
which  they  released  the  soldiers  and  escaped,  bearing  away  the 
muskets  in  triumph. 

January  18. — Nine  warp  lace  machines,  on  the  premises  of 
Mr.  Shipley,  of  Linby,  were  damaged  to  the  extent  of  £200. 
The  proprietor  had  an  apprehension  of  a  visit,  and  had  secured 
the  services  of  a  number  of  neighbours,  who  guarded  his  house 
till  midnight,  when,  imagining  all  danger  was  over,  they  dispersed 
and  went  to  their  respective  habitations.  No  sooner,  however, 
had  they  done  so,  than  fourteen  Luddites,  who  had  lain  in  ambush 
close  by,  entered  the  premises  .and  accomplished  their  purpose. 

January  23. — About  eleven   this  morning,  a   carrier  was 
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1812  bringing  a  frame  from  Kimberley,  and  was  walking  leisorely 
before  his  cart,  near  the  junction  of  the  four  roads  against 
Aspley-terrace  (not  then  built),  when  a  man,  with  a  goat  skin  tied 
over  his  face,  the  beard  of  which  reached  down  to  his  breast,- 
jumped  into  the  vehicle,  and  with  a  large  smith's  hammer,  fell  to 
work  furiously,  demolishing  the  frame.  The  carter  made  what 
resistance  he  could  ;  but  no  one  being  within  sight,  and  Ned  Ludd 
threatening  him  with  his  formidable  weapon,  the  work  of  destruo- 
tion  was  completed. 

Febma/ry  1 2. — This  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  Mr.  Harvey,  of 
West-street,  Highcross-street,  was  suddenly  aroused  from  his  sleep 
by  a  ti'emendous  noise,  and  before  he  could  make  use  of  two 
loaded  pistols  which,  for  better  security,  he  had  placed  under  his 
pillow,  his  arms  was  held  fast  by  a  Luddite,  who,  with  the  aid  of 
a  ladder  and  sledge  hammer,  had  broken  in  the  chamber  window, 
and  jumped  through  the  aperture.  This  man  (who  was  subse- 
quently hung  at  Leicester)  was  followed  into  the  room  by  com- 
panions, and  while  some  of  them  secured  the  family,  others  went 
to  the  worshops  and  demolished  five  valuable  warp  lace  machines. 
Two  machines  were  left  uninjui-ed,  owing,  it  was  supposed,  to  the 
circumstance  of  a  neighbouring  woman  yociferating  "  murder*'  to 
the  extent  of  her  voice,  and  having  a  pistol  discharged  at  her  in 
consequence.  As  the  men  were  descending  the  ladder  to  the 
street,  the  assembled  spectatoi-s,  observing  a  number  of  soldiers, 
as  they  thought,  waiting  at  its  foot,  naturally  inferred  that  the 
nightly  piquet  were  ciigag(id  in  a  capture.  It  turned  out,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  Tnise,  Twenty-five  associates,  armed  and  dressed  in 
military  greatcoats,  had  adopted  the  ai-titice  to  ensure  a  safe 
retreat  One  of  them  wielded  a  bdtan,  and  appeared  as  the  com- 
mander of  the  party. 

A  piquet,  consisting  of  seventy-five  of  the  Berkshire  Militia, 
divided  into  separate  pai-tieis,  and  attended  by  constables,  patrolled 
the  streets  of  the  town  every  night,  from  the  hour  of  ^ve  in  the 
evening  until  five  the  next  morning. 

The  Mayor  and  Corporation  appointed  a  secret  committee, 
invested  with  a  discretionary  power  to  expend  any  sum  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such 
information  as  might  be  useful  in  suppressing  the  disturl^ces, 
and  bringing  the  rioters  to  punishment.  This  committeee  offered 
rewards  for  secret  intelligence,  and  promised  never  to  divulge 
the  names  of  informants  ;  and  for  enabling  them  to  conduct  their 
inquiries  and  oi>ei*atioiis  with  efiiciency  and  secrecy,  they  were 
absolved  from  all  liability  to  render  any  account  of  their 
expenditure. 

Febnuirt/  14. — Mr.  Ryder,  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  bills  "  for  more  exemplary  punishing  i)ersons  found 
guilty  of  destroying  stocking  frames,  &c.,"  and  "for  more  effectually 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Nottingham."    The  hon. 
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gentleman  said,  it  was  notorious  to  the  House  and  to  the  1812 
oountiy,  that  the  dwellings  of  individuals  were  entered  by  armed 
men,  who  destroyed  varieties  of  machinery  and  carried  on  a 
system  of  riot  bordering  on  insurrection,  in  a  maimer  which 
never  before  had  disgraced  the  history  of  the  country.  The  iirst 
intimation  which  the  Government  had  of  their  proceedings  was 
on  the  14th  of  November,  when  application  was  made  to  it  by 
the  High  Sheriff  and  Magistrates  of  Nottingham  for  military 
assistance.  A  troop  of  Dragoons  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  that 
place  in  consequence.  Things  immediately  became  quieter,  but 
on  the  27th  the  scene  was  changed  again,  and  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  the  county  signified  his  apprehensions  that  the  same  disposition 
was  likely  to  extend  to  the  counties  of  Leicester  and  Derby. 
¥rom  the  14th  of  November  to  the  19th  of  December,  between 
800  and  900  cavahy  and  1,000  infantry  were  ordered  into 
Nottingham ;  a  greater  force  than  had  ever  been  necessary,  in  any 
part  of  our  history,  to  be  employed  in  the  quelling  of  a  local 
disturbance.  Li  tibe  latter  end  of  December  tiie  prospect  again 
became  more  fovourable,  and  there  was  reason  to  suppose  that, 
partly  from  a  bettor  system  of  police,  the  riots  were  suppressed  ; 
bat  again  they  broke  out,  and  two  additional  regiments  weit;  sent 
to  the  assistance  of  the  military  force.  He  wished  the  House  to 
understand  that  military  assistance  was  never  refused.  It  was 
instantly  granted,  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  applied  for. 
On  the  23rd  of  Jaimary  he  receivetl  the  deposition  of  witnesses 
taken  in  that  place,  and  the  object  was  to  lay  them  before  the 
Attomey-Creneral.  It  was  thought  advisable  to  have  recourse  to 
a  special  commission,  but  that  was  found  imi)ossible  till  some  of 
the  offenders  were  apprehended.  He  had  despatched  Mr.  Oonant, 
an  intelligent  magistrate,  to  ascertain  the  best  way  of  proceeding, 
and  procure  all  the  information  he  could.  The  next  step  resolved 
upon  was  to  reconmiend  His  Royal  Highness  to  issue  a  procla- 
mation, offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  and  prosecution  of 
such  as  were  concerned  in  those  riots.  He  allowed  that  it  was  a 
doubtful  step,  and  such  as  was  never  before  resorted  to,  but,  he 
conceived,  was  fully  justified  by  the  urgency  of  the  case.  His 
▼lew  at  present  was  not  to  answer  charges  brought  against 
Qoremment,  but  to  explain  all  the  steps  that  had  been  tried 
before  he  proceeded  to  the  extremity  intended  by  his  motion. 
Tlie  progress  of  these  disturbances  was  most  extraordinai-y,  not- 
withstanding the  assistance  that  had  been  given.  They  arose 
between  the  workmen  and  manufacturers ;  the  machines  they 
destroyed  were  not  the  property  of  persons  in  whose  houses  they 
were,  but  were  hired  out  by  the  manufacturers,  or  by  persons  who 
made  a  sort  of  trade  of  them.  He  believed  it  might  have  been 
the  case,  that  some  of  the  owners  of  the  houses  in  which  they 
were  kept  were  accomplices,  which  would  account  for  the  circum- 
stance of  so  little  information  being  obtained,  and  so  few  appre> 
hensioQS  effected.     The  whole  system  was  carried  on  with. the 
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1812  greatest  secrecy  and  management  He  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
confess  that  there  never  appeared  in  this  coiintiy  a  system  of  depre- 
dation so  completely  organized  :  so  organized  was  it,  that  the  magis- 
trates could  not  possibly  act.  The  method  of  breaking  the  machineiy 
had  this  peciiliar  characteristic,  that  it  could  be  done  without 
bustle  or  noise ;  and  there  were  actually  instances  of  frames  being 
broken  by  parties  of  thirty  or  fifty,  without  creating  alarm,  and 
while  the  military  were  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  scene  of 
mischief. 

The  hon.  member  instanced  a  number  of  cases  in  corroboration 
of  his  premises,  and  proceeded  to  observe  that  as  the  law  then 
stood  Uie  breaking  of  frames  was  a  simple  felony,  punishable  with 
transportation — a  punishment,  the  dread  of  whidi  had  not  been 
sufficient  to  deter  parties  from  committing  the  offence.  His  inten- 
tion was  therefore  to  make  it  capital  He  was  of  the  opinion  of 
Sir  Matthew  Hale,  that  when  offences  became  enormous  and 
dangerous  to  the  State,  tliey  should  be  punished  with  death ;  and 
stated  that  from  six  to  ten  thousand  pounds  worth  of  proper^ 
)iad  been  destroyed  by  the  Luddites.  The  other  measure  he  was 
introducing  was  to  enable  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county  and 
five  justices  of  the  peace  to  call  a  general  or  special  sessions,  in 
times  of  disturbances,  for  the  purpose  of  swearing  in  constables 
and  i)etty  constables,  and  choosing  from  persons  of  about  25  years 
of  age  a  sufficient  number  to  establish  watch  and  ward. 

Colonel  Eyre  seconded  the  motion,  assured,  as  he  was,  that 
the  measure,  though  severe  in  enactment,  would  be  humane  in 
effect. 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  though  he  approved  of  the  general  object  of 
the  bill,  was  opposed  to  the  infliction  of  the  punishment  of  death, 
and  drew  attention  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  origin  of  the 
disturbances,  viz.,  the  middle-men  and  truck  system.  The  magis- 
trates and  inhabitants  of  Nottingham  had  done  all  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  quell  the  spirit  of  riot  which  had  so  unhappily 
manifested  itself  in  a  town  containing  about  40,000  i)ersons ;  and 
a  town,  he  was  free  to  confess,  in  a  state  of  the  deepest  distress : 
indeed,  he  never  saw  in  any  town  so  much  misery.  These  efforts 
having  failed,  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature  had  become 
necessary. 

An  extended  debate  followed.  Mr.  C.  Wyime  expressed  his 
decided  opposition  to  any  new  enactment  of  a  penal  nature.  Mr. 
Frankland  thought  the  old  law  sufficient  to  meet  the  case,  if 
properly  carried  out  Mr.  Leigh  Keck,  member  for  Leicestershire, 
wislied  the  provisions  of  the  bills  to  be  extended  to  his  own 
county ;  and  after  other  hon.  gentlemen  had  expressed  their 
opinions,  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  measures  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bills  were  hurriecl  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  received  the  Royal  assent  with  all  possible  despatch.  The 
opposition  encountered  was  quite  ineffectual.     The  debate  on  the 
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subject,  in  the  Upper  House,  was  marked  by  the  maiden  speech  of  1812 
Lonl  Byron,  in  violent  opposition  to  the  measure,  in  which  he  thus 
described  the  condition  of  the  county : — "To  enter  into  any  detail  of 
the  riots  would  be  superfluous ;  the  House  is  already  aware  that 
every  outrage  short  of  actual  bloodshe<l  has  been  perpetrated,  and 
that  the  proprietors  of  frames  obnoxious  to  the  rioters,  and  all 
persons  supposed  to  be  connected  with  them,  have  been  liable  to 
insult  and  violence.  During  the  short  time  I  recently  passed  in 
Nottinghamshire,  not  twelve  hours  elapsed  without  some  fresh  act 
of  violence ;  and  on  the  day  I  left  the  county,  I  was  informed 
that  forty  frames  had  been  broken  the  preceding  evening,  as 
usual,  without  resistance,  and  without  detection.  Such  was  then 
the  state  of  that  county,  and  such  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  to 
be  at  this  moment  (27th  February,  1812),  But  while  these  out- 
rages must  be  admitted  to  exist  to  an  alarming  (*xtent,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  they  have  arisen  from  circumstances  of  the  most 
unparalleled  distress.  The  pei'severance  of  these  miserable  men 
in  their  j)roceedings  tends  to  prove  that  nothing  but  absolute 
want  could  have  driven  a  large  and  once  honest  and  industrious 
body  of  the  people  into  the  commission  of  excesses  so  hazardous 
to  themselves,  their  families,  and  the  community.  At  the  time  to 
which  I  allude,  the  town  and  county  were  burthened  with  large 
detachments  of  the  militaiy,  the  police  was  in  motion,  the  magis- 
trates assembled  ;  yet  all  these  movements,  civil  and  military,  had 
led  to  nothing.  Not  a  single  instance  had  occurred  of  the  appre- 
hension of  any  real  delinquent,  actually  taken  in  the  fact,  against 
whom  there  existed  legal  evidence  sufficient  for  conviction." 

The  Act  rendering  frame  breaking  a  capital  offence  continued 
in  force  till  the  Ist  of  March,  1814. 

March  1. — The  very  unusual  sight  of  the  military  attending 
Divine  semce  with  fixeil  bayonets.  An  apprehended  attack  upon 
the  County  Gaol,  to  liberates  a  immber  of  framebreakers  therein 
confined,  was  the  cause  of  the  extraordinaiy  precaution. 

March  17. — The  County  Criminal  Court  was  excessively 
crowded  to  vdtness  thep  trials  of  a  number  of  individuals  charged 
with  Luddism.  Mr.  Justice  Bailey  presided.  Two  very  young 
men,  William  Carnel  and  Joseph  Maples,  of  Basford,  were  first 
arraigned  at  the  bar,  and  after  a  protracted  investigation,  were 
pronounced  guilty  of  breaking  seven  stocking  frames,  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  John  Braithwaite,  of  Basford :  they  were  each 
sentenced  to  fourteen  years  transportation.  Gervas  Marshall, 
aged  17  years,  George  Green,  Benjamin  Hancock,  aged  21  years, 
Robert  Foley,  aged  16  years,  and  Joseph  Peck,  aged  17  years, 
were  indicted  for  frame  breaking  at  Sutton-in-Ashfield,  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  F.  Betts.  Hancock  and  Peck  were  sentenced 
to  fourteen  years  transportation,  and  Marshall,  Green,  and 
Foley  to  seven  years  each.  Two  or  three  others  were  tried  and 
acquitted. 

In  the  year  1845,  the  Bev.  G.  Atkinson,  curate  of  Arnold, 
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1812  received  a  letter  from  Hobart  Town,  Australia,  respecting  the 
death  of  a  person  named  George  Green  (the  convict  referred  to 
above),  who  had  left  property  to  the  amount  of  X300  a  year.  He 
was  a  native  of  Hucknall  Torkard,  but  at  the  time  of  his  appre> 
hension  lived  at  Arnold.  An  elder  brother  succeeded  to  his  estate 
and  effects. 

Marctk,  25. — Price  of  fine  wheat,  142s.  per  quarter. 

A^prU  27. — At  about  a  quarter  to  ten  o'clock  at  night,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  murder  Mr.  William  Trentham,  senr.,  an 
extensive  hosier  of  this  town.  The  unfortunate  gentleman  had 
been  at  a  convivial  party  at  Mr.  Timms's,  in  Market-street,  and 
was  returning  home  to  his  residence,  a  very  ancient  mansion  at  the 
south-west  comer  of  Kaye's-walk.  He  had  knocked  at  the  door 
for  admittance,  and  while  waiting  inside  the  porch  for  the  door 
being  opened,  two  men  stepped  up  to  him  from  among  the  tomb- 
stones (Mr.  Treutham's  house  door  facing  the  churchyard),  and 
one  of  them  instantly,  without  uttering  a  word,  discharged  at 
him  the  contents  of  a  large  horse-pistoL  The  ball  entered  his 
right  breast,  and  passing  obliquely,  lodged  near  the  shoulder. 
The  assassins,  who  were  described  by  the  sufferer,  as  "  very  small 
men,''  instantly  fled  in  different  directions.  Mr.  Trentham  was 
assisted  into  his  house,  and  Mr.  Wnght,  surgeon,  of  Pelham- 
street,  succeeded  in  extracting  the  ball  and  ultimately  restoring 
his  patient  to  his  former  strength,  though  from  the  nature  of  the 
wound  life  for  several  days  hung  as  it  were  in  a  balance. 

The  Mayor  issued  a  printed  notice  the  next  morning,  offering 
a  reward  of  100  guineas  to  anyone  giving  information  that  might 
lead  to  the  apprehension  of  either  or  both  of  the  assassins ;  and  a 
further  reward  of  500  guineas  upon  conviction. 

The  reward,  large  as  it  was,  was  never  claimed.  It  is  under- 
stood, however,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  moral  certainty,  that 
the  man  who  attempted  the  assassination  was  one  of  the  Luddites 
who  were  hung  at  Leicester,  in  1817,  for  taking  i)art  in  the  attack 
on  Messrs.  Heathcoat  and  Boden's  ^u^tory  at  Loughborough. 
The  only  motive  that  can  be  supposed  ^to  have  impelled  the 
men  to  the  horrible  attempt  was  resentment  of  a  reduction  in 
wages. 

May, — A  public  subscription,  to  the  extent  of  about  £3,000, 
was  entered  into,  "  to  afford  relief  to  all  in  the  town  in  poverty 
and  distress,  without  regard  to  their  parochial  settlement." 

May  11. — ^Assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval,  Prime  Minister,  in 
the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  assassin,  Bellinghamy 
was  executed  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month. 

The  Jowrnal  informs  us  that  "  as  soon  as  the  truth  of  the 
report  respecting  the  murder  of  Mr.  Perceval  had  been  ascertained, 
a  few  deluded  men  and  ignorant  boys,  who  had  been  taught  that 
the  deceased  statesman  was  the  prime  cause  of  the  commercial 
distress  and  suffering  amongst  the  people,  assembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of   Fiidier-gate,  and  proceeded   with  a  band  of 
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music  through  all  the  principal  streets.  They  were  soon  joined  1812 
by  a  numerous  rabble,  who,  in  the  most  indecent  and  reprehensible 
manner,  testified  their  joy  at  the  horrid  catastrophe,  by  repeated 
shouts,  the  firing  of  guns,  and  every  species  of  exultation.  It  was 
not  until  the  mUitary  were  called  out,  and  the  Riot  Act  was  read, 
that  the  disgraceful  scene  was  put  an  end  to. 

June, — Violent  and  serious  tumults  at  the  Theatre  obliged 
Mr.  Robertson,  the  manager,  to  close  it  in  the  height  of  the 
season.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  disturbance  was  as  follows  : 
a  number  of  officers  were  in  the  habit  of  requesting  the  performers 
to  sing  the  National  Anthem,  and,  seconded  by  the  Loyalists 
present,  of  calling  upon  the  audience  to  rise  and  take  off  their 
hats.  It  happened  several  evenings  that  the  Democrats  heeded 
not  the  cry,  -"hats  off!  hats  off!''  and  the  Loyalists,  much 
incensed,  proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  attempting  to  knock  them 
off  by  forca  This  was  of  course  resisted,  and  the  Loyalists  being 
in  a  minority  were  severely  handled.  Brigade-Major  Humphries 
had  to  be  carried  to  his  quarters. 

Jvly  20. — Died,  in  the  103ixl  year  of  her  age,  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Qervas  Yeomans,  of  Richmond-street,  in  this  town. 

July  29. — Execution  of  £ei\jamin  Reushaw.  This  man  was 
a  framework  knitter,  and  a  native  of  MansfieM,  where  he  resided 
at  the  time  of  hin  apprehension.  Idleness,  that  ground- work  of 
every  corrupt  practice,  ap|>ears  to  have  led  him  into  ciimc,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  six  years  preceding  his  conviction  were  spent 
with  hisjrife  and  family  in  Mansfield  poor-house.  He  was  con* 
neeted  with  a  gang  of  daring  villains  which  for  a  length  of  time 
infested  that  town,  committing  depredations  on  gardens,  orchards, 
stack-yards,  hen-roosts,  tkc.  Justice  at  length  overtook  him,  an(l 
he  was  committed  to  gaol  for  setting  tire  to  a  haystack  belonging 
to  Mr.  Charles  Stanton,  and  also  for  killing  a  ram,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Isaac  Do<lsley,  both  of  Mansfield.  An  accomplice  named 
niomas  Revill,  described  as  a  most  accomplished  villain,  was 
admitted  evidence  against  him  in  both  cases. 

When  first  aiTalgnod  at  the  bar,  the  man  pleaded  guilty  to 
the  indictments  with  which  he  was  charged,  but  was  advised  to 
retract  the  plea  and  submit  to  a  trial.  In  complying  with  the 
request  his  agony  of  mind  was  so  extreme  that  he  became  insensible, 
and  had  to  be  carried  out  of  court ;  and  some  time  elapsed  before 
the  trial  could  proceed.     He  was  of  course  convicted. 

After  he  was  turned  off,  the  noose  of  the  rope  slipped  above 
his  chin,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  replace  him  in  the  cart 
and  adjust  the  noose  afresh.  This  occurrence  drew  upon  the  heail 
of  the  blundering  functionary  a  storm  of  execrations.  When  cut 
down,  the  body  was  given  to  his  friends  for  interment  at 
Mansfield. 

Cow-lane  was  widened  about  this  period,  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle having  given  sixteen  feet  of  ground  on  the  east  side  for 
that  purpose.    In  honour  of  the  Duke,  its  name  was  then  changed 
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1812  to  Olumber-street.    The  name  of  Boot-lane  was  also  changed  to 
Milton-street. 

J\dy  30. — Died  in  St  Mary's,  poor-bouse  aged  105  years, 
Jane  Hammond.  She  retained  the  moderate  use  of  her  facnltiM 
to  the  last. 

JvXy. — George  Spray,  aged  27  years,  was  convicted  at  the 
Assizes,  of  frame  breaking  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Francis  Betts^ 
of  Sutton,  on  the  13t;h  of  the  previous  Novembm*,  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  fourteen  years  transportation. 

A  renewed  and  vigorous  effort,  backed  by  a  public  subscription 
of  more  than  £600,  was  put  forth  this  year  by  the  framework 
knitters,  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  redress  their  grievances,  by 
restraining  the  hosiers  from  certain  practices  supposed  to  be 
injurious  to  the  trade.  A  petition  was  presented  and  a  select 
committee  of  the  Commons  appointed,  who  examined  a  great 
number  of  witnesses,  and  on  the  27th  of  May  made  a  report  to 
the  House.  This  document  stated  that  in  their  opinion  legislative 
interference  was  necessary,  and  that  certain  grievances  ought  to 
be  at  once  ameliorated.  Amongst  these  the  committee  classed  the 
making  of  such  <'  fraudulent''  productions  as  single-pi*ess  cotton 
lace,  two-course  hole  warp  net,  single  cotton  warp  net,  whether 
single  or  double  spun,  and  also  single  worsted  from  one  roving,  and 
cut-up  stockings.  They  also  deprecated  the  non-adoption  of  the 
rack  system  of  measuring  lace,  the  payment  of  workmen  in  goods 
instead  of  money,  the  iiregularity  of  fmnic  rents,  and  the  non- 
existence of  schedules  in  every  hosier's  warehouse,  to  which  the 
knitters  might  have  access,  specifying  the  prices  paid  for  the 
making  of  each  description  of  goods. 

A  bill  embodying  these  suggestions  was  accordingly  brought 
into  the  House  by  Mr.  Coke,  one  of  its  chief  promoters,  seconded 
by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Smith,  and  was  read  a  third  time  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  2l8t  of  June,  ¥dth  certain  modifica- 
tions introduced  at  the  suggestion  of  the  hosiers.  Promising, 
however,  as  the  success  of  the  movement  appeared  to  its  promoters, 
to  their  extreme  astonishment  the  House  of  Lords,  where  no 
opposition  was  anticipated,  came  unanimously  to  an  adverse 
decision.  On  the  motion  for  tlio  second  reading,  July  21st,  Lords 
Lauderdale,  Liverpool,  Siditiontli,  and  Hdlland  advocated  the 
laisserfaire  principle,  in  reference  to  trade  and  commerce ;  arguing 
that  no  ]>olicy  was  more  mischievous  than  that  which  sought  to 
separate  the  interests  of  master  and  workmen.  The  rejection  of 
the  bill  followed  as  a  matter  of  course. 

August  21. — Good  wheat  commanded  155s.  per  quarter. 

Sejyteinher  11. — A  riot,  engendered  by  the  prevailing  famine, 
commenced  in  the  nioniing  of  this  day.  The  immediate  cause 
assigned  for  it  was  the  circumstance  of  a  baker  asking  twopence 
a  stone  moi*e  for  flour  than  he  had  received  the  preceding  week, 
notvdthstanding  wheat  had  descended  in  price  on  the  intervening 
Saturday.     The  disturbance  began  by  several  women  in  Tumcalf- 
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alley  sticking  a  halfpenny  loaf  on  the  top  of  a  fisliing  rod,  after   1812 
having  streaked  it  with  red  ochre,  and  tied  around  it  a  shred  of 
black  crape,  emblematic,  it  was  said,  of  <<  bleeding  famine  decked 
in  sackcloth."     By  the  elevation  of  this  and  the  aid  of   three 
hand-beUs,  two  carried  by  women  and  one  by  a  boy,  a  considerable 
crowd  of  people,  chiefly  women  and  children,  soon  congregated 
together.     They  were  likewise  joined,  for  a  short  time,  by  a 
number  of  the  West  Kent  Militia,*  in  their  undress,  who  had 
been  irritated  in  consequence  of  their  <'  tommies,"  or  loaves,  being 
short  of  weight     The  promiscuous  assemblage,  wrought  up  to  a 
high  pitch  of  fury,  first  proceeded  to  the  house  of  t£e  offending 
baker  and  completely  demolished  his  windows,  at  the  same  time 
exacting  a  promise  Uiat  he  would  at  once  reduce  the  price  of  fiour 
mzpenoe  per  stone.     The  example  was  contagious.     Mobs  instantly 
set  to  work  in  eveiy  part  of  the  town,  and  though  the  Mayor 
and  Alderman  Bates  used  every  persuasive  means  in  their  power 
to  awaken  the  rioters  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  danger,  nearly 
eveiy  baker  experienced  similar  ill-treatment,  except  in  the  cases 
in  which  the  terrified  tradesmen  at  once  complied  with  the  mob's 
imperious  demand.      One  of  the  assailing  divisions  boi*e  a  woman 
in  a  chair,  who  gave  the  word  of  command,  and  was  dignified  with 
the  title  of  Lady  Liuld,     It  was  not  until  the  military  were  called 
out  that  the  peace  of  the  town  was  restored,  and  then  only  for 
the  night,  for  the  people  reassembltxi  early  the  next  morning,  and 
anailed  Mr.  Acton's  corn  warehouse :  the  windows  were  demolished, 
bat  the  arrival  of  a  guanl  of  soldiers  prevented  further  damage. 
Several  bakers  who  had  broken  their  previous  day's  promise  were 

yin  viuted,  but  the  authorities  stationing  forty  or  fifty  parties 
the  Hussars  and  Militia  in  the  warehouses  and  baker's  shops, 
the  popular  effervescence  was  obliged  to  cool  dowiL 

September  12. — In  consequence  of  more  favourable  harvest 
irenther,  after  a  long  season  of  wet,  the  price  of  wheat  in  Notting- 
ham market  fell  one  pound  three  shillings  per  quarter ;  at  Newark, 
on  the  following  Wednesday,  the  price  fell  one  pound  seventeen 
shillings,  making  in  fourteen  days,  at  the  latter  place,  a  reduction 
of  three  pounds  tliree  shillings  i>er  quarter ;  and  at  Loughborough, 
on  Thursday,  there  was  a  further  declension  of  ten  sliillings. 

ifeptember  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Etlward  Swann  re-appointed 
Mayor;  Mr.  Alfred  Lowe  and  Mr.  Edward  Swann,  junr.,  ap- 
pointed Sherifis. 

October  6. — Nomination  of  candidates  at  the  Exchange  Hall 
arising  from  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  F.  Evans,  Esq.,  pro- 
poaed  John  Smith,  Esq,,  for  re-election,  seconded  by  C.  L. 
Morley,  Esq.;  Mr.  Denison  nominated  Dr.  Crompton,  seconded 
by  Mr.  G.  Walker ;  Messrs.  R.  Newberry  and  James  Elliott  pro- 

*  Hm  We«t  Kent  MilitU,  about  900  stronjif,  had  relieved  the  Berkshire  Ret;imont    The 
**-*'■*'  men  entered  NotUo^hau  on  the  3rd  of  September,  and  preeentod  a  very  unusual 
and  Imporinf^  appearance.    Each  wore  a  sprl}^  of  oak  in  hid  cap,  in  comtnomoratioii  of  a 
pot  to  tbe  march  of  William  the  (Jonqueror,  by  tJio  women  and  men  of  that 
In  ft  bodjr  to  meet  him,  each  carr^'ing  a  branch  of  oak,  which  it  is  said  Btmck 
wtthftwv. 
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1812  poflod  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.;  D.  P.  Coke,  Esq.,  next  recommended 
Richard  Arkwright,  junr.,  Esq.,  as  his  successor,  and  expressed 
his  obligation^  for  having  been  honoured  with  their  suffrages  more 
than  thirty  years.  Mr.  Hooton  seconded  the  nomination,  and 
the  polling  commenced  at  half-past  two  o'clock.  Everything, 
however,  was  spiritless  and  inanimate  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  but  one  following  (the  8th),  when  Lord  Rancliffe  made  his 
appearance  on  the  hustings,  in  the  Whig-Radical  interest,  having 
been  nominated  that  morning  by  Mr.  Edward  Whittle  and  Mr. 
Richard  Sibbert.  The  contest  was  now  felt  to  have  really  begun, 
and  both  sides  at  once  displayed  the  liveliest  exertion. 

This  extraordinary  change  in  the  position  of   affairs  was 
brought  about  by  a  strong  undercurrent  of  circumstances.     In  the 
minds  of  the  Democratic  portion  of  the  constituency  there  existed 
a  very  strong  feeling  adverse  to  Mr.  Coke,  and  Mr.  Arkwright 
appearing  as  his  protege^  and  professing  the  same  political  senti- 
ments,  naturally  inherited  the  same  unpopularity.      Others  of 
moderate  views  thought  it  very  dictatorial  that  the  retiring  mem- 
ber should  presume  to  nominate  his  successor ;  and  it  was  resolved 
that  there  should  be,  were  it  at  all  possible,  a  determined  opposition. 
Mr.  Smith,  being  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  constitutional  Whig, 
and  in  his  private  character  universaUy  respected,  received  the 
tacit  approbation  of  all  parties,  and  the  opposition  was  therefore 
to  be  solely  directed  against  the  wealthy  cotton  spinner  of  Crom- 
ford.     The  success  of  this  gentleman,  however,  was  considered  so 
certain,  even  by  the  leading  members  of  the  Whig  party,  that 
they  discountenanced  the  meditated  opposition,  and  had  advised 
Lord  Rancliffe,  when  in  communication  with  them  on  the  subject, 
not  to  make  his  appearance,  urging  that  such  was  the  improbability 
of  succens  and  the  excited  state  of  the  town  that  a  contest  could 
only  endanger  the  public  jieace.     Mr.  Birch  had  also  declined  to 
come  fon^'ard,  being  engaged  in  a  contest  at  St.  Ives  ;   and  as  to 
Dr.  Crompton,  he  was  by  no  means  considered  an  eligible  candi- 
date, having  neither  the  money  nor  the  influence  essential  for 
success.     It  is  thus  apparent  that  Messrs.  Birch  and  CromptoM 
were  nominated  simply  as  stop-gaps,  and  just  sufficient  votes  were 
given  for  them  (and  no  more)  as  were  requisite  to  keep  the  poll 
open  a  day  or  two,  till  a  botuijide  candidate  could  be  found.     In 
this  emergency,  a  meeting  of  working  men  of  Democratic  senti- 
ments took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  7  th,  at  the  Old  Golden 
Fleece  tavern  (now  the  Postern  Gate),  and  it  was  resolved  forth- 
with to  send  a  deputation  to  Bunny  Hall,  to  invite  the  noble 
proprietor  to  come  forward,  and  to  promise  him  the  support  and 
strenuous  exertions  of  the  great  body  of  the  working  classes.    At 
ten  the  same  night,  three  of  their  number  set  off*  for  Bunny  in  a 
post-chaise,  and  succeeded  in  inducing  his  Lordship  to  comply  with 
their  wishes.     The  nominations  of  the  other  Liberal  candidates 
were  immediately   withdrawn.     The  excitement  now  increased, 
and  on  the  arrival  of   his  Lordship  at  one  the  next  day,  his 
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Bupporteni  were  literally  intoxicated  with  joy ;  the  polling  became  1812 
tinuBually  brisk,  the  avenue  was  crowded  with  persons  anxious  to 
record  their  votes,  and  Lord  Rancliife  was  soon  placed  at  the  head 
of  his  opponent.  But  the  Whig  leadera  still  took  no  part  in  the 
contest,  and  continued  to  censure  the  op|x>Rition.  At  the  close  of 
the  third  day's  poll,  the  noble  Lord  was  far  in  advance  of  Mr. 
Arkwright,  and  the  Whig  leaders  began  to  entertain  doubts  of 
their  timid  policy.  The  morning  of  the  fourth  day  beheld  them 
jmning  the  Democrats,  with  the  whole  Corporate  influence ;  and 
at  the  end  of  the  tenth  day  victory  crowned  their  exertions.  The 
final  state  of  the  poll  was  declared  as  follows  : — 

No.  polled.  Only  votee. 

John  Snath,  Esq 2013     35 

Lord  Bancliffe      ...         ...     1515     ...         ...  170 

Richard  Ark  wight,  Esq.  ...     1239     576 

Peter  Crompton,  Esq.      ...           8     ...         ...  1 

Joseph  Birch,  Esq.           ...           5     ...         ...  0 

Total  number  of  electors  polled,  2781. 

Both  the  successful  candidates  were  chaired  on  the  following 
Monday.  Mr.  Smith's  chair  was  decorated  with  white,  orange, 
and  purple  silk,  and  Lord  Rancliife's  with  orange  and  purple 
only.     The  assemblage  of  spectators  was  prodigious. 

This  election  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  our  local 
aniuds.  It  involved  a  great  expenditure  of  money  on  each  side, 
and  is  said  to  have  cost  Mr.  Arkwright  nearly  £20,000.  It  is 
understood  that  he  deposited  this  sum  in  certain  hands,  and  that 
after  the  contest  the  managers  waited  upon  him  to  return  the 
surplus,  which  amounted  to  £A0  !  Upon  which  he  drily  asked  if 
they  were  quite  certain  everything  was  paid ;  was  there  no  item 
**  that  could  be  mcule  to  cover  the  single  oddment  V* 

An  annual  dinner  in  'commemoration  of  what  the  Liberal 
paiigr  termed  ''The  Triumph  of  Independence  in  1812,"  was  held 
en  the  17th  of  October,  for  above  thirty  years. 

Odober  15. — Lord  William  Bentinck  and  Lord  Viscount 
Newark  were  elected  for  the  county. 

November  2. — £.  Swann,  Esq.,  Mayor,  laid  the  foundation 
■tone  of  the  Lambley  Hospitals,  Derby-road,  so  designated  from 
the  circumftance  of  the  funds  for  their  erection  being  derived 
from  the  Ciorporation  estate  at  Lambley. 

November  22. — About  seven  o'clock  this  (Sunday)  evening, 
six  armed  men,  in  diguise,  and  two  of  them  with  drawn  sabres, 
entered  the  house  of  Mr.  Glew,  in  Earl-street,  while  he  and  two 
friends  were  sitting  by  the  fire  smoking.  The  men  immeiliately 
pat  out  the  lights  and  placing  guards  over  the  two  men  in  the 
hoiiiae»  compelled  the  third  to  lead  them  into  the  workshop  and 
point  out  a  laoe  machine  which  '*  Nedd  Ludd  had  learnt  was  at 
work  for  half  goods  and  half  money.''  they  destroyed  the 
machine,  and  retired  without  occasioning  any  disturbance  beyond 
.  the  predncte  of  the  house. 
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1812  Deceniber  19. — Between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night,  three 

men,  disguised  and  well  armed,  entirely  demolished  the  sinkers 
and  needles  of  a  cotton  hose  frame,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Cope, 
near  King's-square.  Cope  and  a  journeyman  named  Ball  made  as 
much  resistance  as  was  at  all  prudent  \  but  the  latter  having  a 
sword's  point  placed  at  his  breast,  and  the  frame  breakers  plenty 
of  assistance  at  the  door,  they  were  forced  to  submit 


1813. 

1813  January  10. — About  a  quarter  past  ten  p.m.,  a  stranger 

knocked  at  Mr.  By  water's  door,  Gibraltar-straits,  Bellar-gate,  and 
inquired  the  name  of  the  occupant.  On  Mr.  Bywater  responding, 
a  pistol  was  immediately  presented  at  his  breast,  accompanied  by 
a  peremptory  order  that  he  must  show  Nedd  Ludd's  men  upstairs 
to  break  an  obnoxious  frame.  Compliance  being  refused,  another 
man  stepped  forward  and  snapped  a  pistol  at  Mr.  Bywater,  which 
probably  was  not  loaded ;  and  three  others  rushing  in,  the 
inmates  down  stairs,  two  men,  Mrs.  Bywater,  and  a  boy,  were 
completely  overawed.  While  three  of  the  daring  fellows  stood 
guard  over  them  with  pistols,  their  confederates  were  busy  up- 
stairs smashing  the  frame.  They  had  however  considerable 
trouble  in^uieting  two  young  women  who  were  preparing  for  bed 
in  an  adjoining  room,  and  in  making  their  exit  narrowly  escaped 
apprehension. 

Fthnw/ry  4.— In  celebration  of  the  Queen's  birthday,  the 
cavalry,  artillery,  in&ntry,  and  rifle  corps  stationed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood assembled  in  the  Market-place,  under  the  command  of 
Major-Ceneral  Hawker,  and  went  through  a  number  of  evolution& 
At  one  o'clock  the  artillery  fired  a  Royal  salute  of  twenty-one 
guns,  while  the  cavalry,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  in  two  compact 
and  imposing  lines,  extending  from  Sheep-lane  to  the  Exchange, 
discharged  a  feu,  de  jote  after  each  seven  shots  from  the  cannon. 
The  latter  were  six-pounders,  and  their  report  was  heard  distinctly 
for  several  miles.  In  those  windows  round  the  spacious  area 
which  had  not  been  or  could  not  be  uni^tened,  a  number  of  panes 
were  broken  by  the  force  of  the  atmospheric  concussion. 

March  16. — William  Simpson,  James  Barker,  and  Richard 
Selby  were  convicted  at  the  County  Hall,  before  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs, 
of  breaking  into  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Stephen  Watson, 
former,  of  Watnall,  and  stealing  therefrom  six  cheeses,  four  silver 
teaspoons,  £1  9s.  7d.  in  money,  a  gun,  and  other  articles.  They 
•were  all  sentenced  to  be  hung,  but  Barker  and  Selby  subsequently 
received  a  reprieve,  not  being  thought  quite  so  culpable  as  their 
associate,  who  had  held  firearms  at  Mr.  Watson  and  threatened  to 
shoot  him. 

Simpson  was  executed  on  the  3 1st,  and  his  body  given  to  his 
friends  for  interment  at  his  native  place,  BulwelL    He  wis  a 


THE  KOTTINOHAM  DATB-BOOK.  291 

framework  knitter,  and  was  about  40  years  of  age,  and  had  been   1813 
led  into  evil  practices  by  Luddism. 

Jrdy  28. — An  eccentric  framework  knitter,  named  James 
Hutchinson,  died  this  day,  aged  93  years.  He  was  never  more 
than  seven  miles  from  Nottingham,  never  drank  a  cup  of  tea  in 
the  course  of  his  long  life,  and  for  fourteen  years  never  tasted  ale. 
His  principal  food  for  more  than  thirty  years  was  milkt  which  he 
liked  best  when  thick  and  sour,  and  which  he  boiled  till  it  coagu- 
lated, and  then  called  it  cheesecake.  He  usually  had  fourteen 
pennyworths  of  milk  standing  in  a  row,  which  he  made  use  of  in 
order,  always  taking  {he  most  ancient,  that  he  might  have  it  as 
sour  as  possible.  He  had  worked  in  the  frame  76  years,  during 
56  of  which  he  was  employed  by  one  firm,  that  of  Messrs.  Rawson; 
and  for  29  years  he  worked  by  the  light  of  one  window,  during 
which  time  his  frame  never  was  moved.  He  died  at  the  house  of 
his  granddaughter  in  Narrow-marsh,  leaving  more  than  thirty 
descendants. 

Aug^iBt  26. — The  price  and  assize  of  bread  set  by  the  Majror 
for  the  ensuing  week,  directed  that  the  peck  loaf  wheaten  was  to 
weigh  171b  6oz.,  and  to  be  sold  for  58.  3d. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Allen  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  C.  L.  Morley  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Fellows,  Sheriffs. 

Natyeviher  1. — Mr.  Sadler,  senr.,  ascended  in  his  balloon  from 
the  Company's  wharf.  Canal-street;  and  this  bring  the.  first  time 
that  any  aeronaut  had  made  an  excursion  from  Nottingham,  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  interest  was  excited,  llie  balloon 
was  liberated  at  a  quarter  to  three,  and  passing  near  West 
Bridgford,  Cotgrave,  and  Owthorpe,  entered  Leicestershire,  and 
continuing  its  course,  descended  at  Pickworth,  in  the  county  of 
Rutland.  The  voyage  occupied  fifty-nine  minutes,  and  the  dis- 
tance traversed  was  thirty-three  miles.  The  day  was  beautifully 
fine. 

November  22. — The  Nottinghamshire  Militia  marched  from 
the  Tower,  whei'e  the  regiment  was  stationed,  and  mounted  guard 
at  the  different  Royal  palaces.  It  was  an  unprecedented  circum- 
stance, since  the  formation  of  the  Guards  or  Household  Troops, 
for  a  Militia  or  marching  regiment  to  mount  guard  over  the  Royal 
family,  and  the  selection  reflected  lustre  upon  the  county,  and 
originated  the  name,  which  it  now  bears,  of  the  "  Royal  Sherwood 
Foresters.*' 

yavember  29  *fe  30. — The  successes  of  the  British  and  Allied 
troops  in  Spain,  Germany,  and  Holland  over  "  the  perfidious 
Bonaparte,"  gave  rise  to  a  general  public  rejoicing.  The  Journal 
describes  the  scene  in  a  more  than  usually  animated  strain.  "Large 
fires,"  observes  the  writer,  "  were  seen  blazing  in  the  streets  with 
sheep  and  oxen  roasting  before  them,  guns  firing,  bells  ringing, 
music  playing,  public  dinners  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  tea  parties 
for  the  females,  fireworks,  illuminations,  &c  All  ranks  and 
parties  joined  in  the  general  exultation.   The  streets  were  thronged 
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1813  throughout  the  day,  the  people  for  the  most  part  displajing  blve 
and  orange  ribbons.  In  the  Market-place,  two  oxen,  whidi  had 
been  purchased  by  subscription,  were  roasted  whole,  and  one  of 
them  distributed  amongst  the  populace ;  the  other  was  divided 
amongst  parties  at  different  pubUc-houses.  There  were  from 
twenty  to  thirty  sheep  roasted  whole  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
of  which  numerous  companies  partook,  with  a  liberal  proportion 
of  ale.  It  would  be  impossible  to  particularize  all  the  scenes  of 
joyous  festivity,  as  in  this  attempt  we  must  enumerate  nearly 
every  public-house  in  the  town ;  but  it  would  be  unpardonable  in 
us  to  omit  to  mention  the  public  dinner  at  the  Flying  Horse  inn, 
where  most  of  the  leading  characters  of  the  town  were  present, 
and  where  the  (xmor  patrioi  shone  forth  with  a  fervour  the  most 
enlightened  and  animated." 

In  the  height  of  the  rejoicings,  an  effigy  of  Napoleon,  or 
''  Boney,"  as  he  was  then  commonly  called,  was  brought  into  the 
town  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  coaches,  and  after  being  conducted 
in  procession  to  the  Market-place,  was  burnt  amidst  ^  acclama- 
tions of  more  than  a  thousand  spectators. 

December  25. — Early  this  morning  a  disastrous  fire  broke  out 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Alderman  Ooldham,  Halifax-place.  By 
the  prompt  arrival  of  the  engines,  a  plentiful  supply  of  water, 
and  very  persevering  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  people  attracted 
to  the  spot,  in  about  two  hours  the  flames  were  entirely  subdued, 
but  not  before  the  valuable  stock  of  cotton,  ifec.,  in  the  warehouse 
had  sustained  damage  to  the  extent  of  j£  1,000.  The  calamity 
originated  in  a  beam  of  timlier  laid  immediately  imder  the  fire- 
grate of  the  counting-house.  Fortunately,  Mr.  Coldham  was 
fully  insured,  being  himself  the  local  agent  of  the  Phcbiiix 
office. 

December  25. — A  fog  set  in  which  lasted,  with  little  inter- 
mission until  February. 


1814 

1ft  14  The  extraordinary  continuance  of  severe  weather,  known  as 

"  the  great  frost,"  made  the  early  part  of  this  year  truly  memor- 
able. The  frost  set  in  on  the  24th  December,  and  continued 
without  any  thaw  till  the  26th  January,  when  it  partially  broke 
up ;  but  gathering  renewed  intensity,  extended  its  frigid  dominion 
with  little  valuation  eight  weeks  longer.  It  is  thus  also  referred 
to  as  'Hhe  thirteen  weeks  frost."  A  thermometer  at  Lenton 
Priory,  in  a  noithcm  aspect,  fifteen  feet  above  the  sur&ce  of  the 
ground,  indicated  the  temperature  in  the  shade,  during  January, 
as  follows : — 
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As  may  be  readily  inferred,  the  effects  of  this  protracted 
depression  were  very  marked.  Accumulations  of  ice  rendered  the 
streets  all  but  impassable,  and  the  Trent  was  completely  sealed 
over  with  an  icy  crust  of  great  thickness.  Skaters,  sliders,  and 
others,  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  and  in  nunibors  almost 
incredible,  were  to  be  seen  daily,  amusing  themselves  on  the  glassy 
sui-face  of  the  river ;  and  though  there  was  sheep  roasting,  as 
was  the  case  on  the  Thames  at  Loudon,  there  was  no  Lack  of 
merriment,  and  several  fires  blazed  for  hours  at  different  points 
between  Wilford  Ferry  and  the  bridge. 

To  add  to  the  evil  and  inconvenience  of  the  rivers  and  cuimls 
being  frozen  up  for  so  long  a  period,  immense  descents  of  snow  in 
a  great  measure  blocked  up  the  highways.  Communication  with 
the  neighbouring  towns  was  therefore  both  difficult  and  dangerous, 
and  the  mails  came  very  irregularly,  and  much  behind  their  usiud 
time.  On  Saturday,  the  28t£  of  January,  for  example,  the  Leeds 
mail  left  Nottingham  about  seven  in  the  evening,  drawn  by  six 
good  horses,  and  about  half-past  nine  had  arrived  at  the  eighth 
milestone,  where  it  was  obliged  to  stop,  the  last  mile  having 
occupied  more  than  an  hour.  The  outside  passengers,  two  in  number, 
were  then  desired  by  the  driver  to  get  inside  and  prepare  for 
stopping  all  night,  along  with  a  lady  and  two  gentlemen  who  were 
there ;  at  the  same  time  obsei*ving  that  a  man  lay  on  the  road 
apparently  dead.  Exertions  were  immediately  put  forth,  and  in 
about  ten  minutes,  the  sufferer  was  reached  and  found  to  be  alive^ 
but  totally  unconscious.  Being  taken  into  the  coach,  and  attended 
to  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit,  in  the  course  of  an  hour 
the  man  had  sufficiently  i*ecovered  to  be  able  to  inform  his  pre- 
servers that  his  name  was  Allison,  that  his  age  was  seventy,  that 
he  had  walked  that  day  from  Mansfield  to  Nottingham,  and  was 
going  back  ag:un ;  and  that  the  last  circumstance  he  remembered 
was  creeping  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  reach  the  guide-post 
The  coachman,  with  five  of  the  horses,  sought  shelter  at  a  farm 
house ;  the  guard,  with  one  horse  and  the  bags,  returned  to  Not- 
tingham ;  and  the  passengers,  two  of  whom  were  Mrs.  Scorer,  of 
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1814  Moont-fltreet,  and  Mr.  G.  Collishaw,  of  New  Sneinton,  remained 
in  the  coach  all  night.  With  the  exception  of  Mr&  Scorer,  who 
was  fetched  by  her  husband  early  the  next  morning  in  a  post- 
chaise  and  four,  the  unlucky  travellers  had  to  set  out  the  next  day 
for  their  destination  on  foot 

With  the  double  object  of  re-opening  the  town  streets  for  the 
purposes  of  traffic  and  giving  employment  to  bodies  of  distressed 
workmen,  the  Corporation  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  set 
numbers  to  work  to  remove  the  accumulations  of  ice  and  froien 
snow  to  the  Market-place.  A  stack  was  formed,  covering  about 
forty  yards  by  twenty,  and  several  yards  in  height ;  and  so  com- 
pact and  thoroughly  congealed  was  the  ponderous  mass  that  a 
great  part  of  it  remained  there  till  the  month  of  June,  and  had 
then  to  be  carted  away. 

Great  apprehension  was  entertained,  at  the  height  of  the 
severity,  that  i^ould  a  sudden  thaw  set  in  fearful  devastation  might 
be  expected  from  a  flood.  The  moment,  therefore,  that  the 
temperature  rose  above  the  freezing  point,  machinery  was  erected 
at  the  Trent-bridge,  by  means  of  which  large  balls  of  cast  iron 
with  ropes  attached  were  precipitated  upon  the  ice,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  venerable  fabric  from  destruction,  and  lessening 
the  danger  h^m  inundation,  by  securing  a  free  channel  through 
the  arches  for  the  swelling  waters.  The  danger  was  most  imminent 
on  Tuesday,  February  7  th,  when  there  was  a  general  thaw, 
speedily  followed,  however,  by  renewed  frost,  and  most  vigorous 
and  continuous  exertion  was  made  to  break  and  remove  the 
immense  blocks  of  ice  which  threatened  to  completely  choke  up 
the  bridge.  Occasionally,  the  piers  were  struck  by  masses  so  great 
as  to  literally  shake  the  entire  structure,  and  crowds  of  people 
congregated  to  watch  the  result.  The  bridge  was  saved,  but  of 
course  no  effort  could  prevent  the  flooding  of  the  Meadows,  the 
water  rapidly  rising,  and  almost  resembling  in  magnitude  an 
inland  sea.  As  night  drew  on,  the  most  gloomy  forebodings  were 
indulged  in  by  those  who  had  property  in  the  wharfe  and  lower 
parts  of  the  town,  a  flood  of  unprecedented  volume  being  quite 
anticipated,  and  the  joy  may  be  conceived  on  ascertaining  in  the 
morning  (the  8th),  that  the  tide  had  receded  eighteen  inchea 
The  water  again  rose  in  the  afternoon,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  to 
renew  the  apprehension,  and  on  the  9th  again  subsided.  Its 
greatest  altitude  was  two  feet  five  inches  less  than  the  inundation 
of  1795. 

Mardh, — ^Two  extraordinary  fat  hogs  were  exhibited  during 
the  Fair,  in  a  place  entirely  composed  of  ice,  except  the  door  and 
roof,  a  room  having  been  excavated  for  the  purpose  in  the  immense 
stack  of  ice  in  the  Market-place. 

March  2. — A  public  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mayor,  was 
held  in  the  Guildhall,  at  which  it  was  resolved  ^*to  enter  into  a  sub- 
scription for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  Overmans."  £900  were 
subscribed. 
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March  1 7. — Mr.  Edmund  Hart,  of  Poplar-place,  was  presented   1814 
with  the  freedom  of  the  town,  '*  for  having  vaccinated  upwards 
of  fifteen  hundred  poor  children,  gratis,  in  Nottingham  and  its 
vicmity. 

April  11. — Admiral  Frank  Frank,  of  Kirklington,  elected 
Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county,  in  the  place  of  Lord 
William  Bentinck,  who  had  accepted  the  stewardship  of  the 
Chiltem  Hundreds. 

April  15. — The  Jownud  observes,  "It  would  be  impossible 
to  describe  the  enthusiastic  delight  which  the  glorious  intelligence 
of  Bonaparte's  dethronement  on  the  4th  inst.,  received  here  on 
Sunday  last,  diffused  throughout  all  ranks  of  people.  The  mail 
coach  arrived,  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  laurel,  and  on  the 
top  were  displayed  five  blue  flags  and  a  white  one.  The  populace 
assembled  in  crowds  to  witness  its  entry,  and  with  an  eager  desire 
to  leam  the  intelligence,  which,  as  soon  as  it  was  made  known, 
was  hailed  with  a  general  burst  of  enthusiastic  exultation.  In 
testimony  of  the  public  approbation,  the  bells  were  set  a  ringing, 
which  continued  in  merry  cadence  throughout  the  two  following 
days.  In  the  early  part  of  Monday,  several  cart-loads  of  wood 
and  many  tons  of  coal  were  given  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
bonfire  in  the  Market-place ;  and  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 
the  ear  was  deafened  by  the  incessant  firing  of  guns,  squibs,  kc^ 
and  many  rounds  were  fired  from  a  piece  of  artillery  brought  into 
the  Market-place.'' 

On  Monday,  the  18th,  the  festivities  were  renewed  with 
extraordinary  spirit.  Ninety  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability, 
dined  together  at  Thurland  Hall,  and  others,  both  Whig  and 
Tory,  at  the  principal  inns.  At  night,  there  was  a  pretty  general 
illumination. 

May, — ^The  sum  of  about  £500  was  raised  by  public  sub- 
scription, "  for  the  relief  of  those  soldiers  and  sailors,  inhabitants 
of  Nottingham,  who  have  been  wounded,  and  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  have  fallen  during  the  war." 

May  8. — Between  nine  and  ten  at  night,  two  men,  with 
handkerchiefs  tied  over  their  faces,  silently  entered  the  house  of 
Mr.  William  Matthews,  Bullock's-yard,  Bdlar-gate,  while  a  part  of 
the  family  were  at  supper ;  and  after  muttering  something,  in  a 
feigned  voice,  about  knotted  frames,  the  first,  who  had  a  hatchet 
in  his  hand,  took  the  candle  off  the  table  and  proceeded  to  the 
bottom  of  the  stairs,  followed  by  his  accomplice,  who  exhibited  a 
large  horse-pistoL  At  the  same  moment,  a  confederate  at  the 
door  called  out  to  the  family,  in  a  tremendous  tone  of  voice,  not 
to  stir,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives ;  and  the  muzzles  of  six  or  eight 
guns  were  seen  pointed  at  them.  The  two  men  without  any  hesita- 
tion ran  upstairs  into  the  workshop,  and  began  to  break  four  silk 
knotted  frames,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bullock.  Two  blows  given  by 
the  hatchet,  and  a  sawing  backwards  and  forwards  on  the  sinkers, 
needles,  and  points,  rendering  them  entirely  useless,  were  distinctly 
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1814  beard  by  Mr.  Bullock's  sons,  who  were  in  bed  in  a  garret  over  the 
adjoining  shop.  When  their  enterprise  was  fully  accomplished 
the  men  made  good  their  retreat. 

May  17. — A  very  grand  display  of  fireworks  in  front  of  the 
Exchange,  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  in  commemoration 
of  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon. 

June  6. — In  consequence  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
with  France  having  been  fully  ratified,  another  and  universal 
illumination  of  the  town  took  place  this  evening.  Tlie  Exchange 
presented  a  i)eculiarly  brilliant  and  fascinating  appearance.  The 
front  windows  were  decorated  with  no  less  than  fifteen  transpar- 
encies. A  number  of  stars,  in  variegated  lamps,  ornamented  the 
whole ;  and  the  parapet  at  the  crown  of  the  Exchange,  and  the 
figure  of  Justice  which  surmounts  the  whole,  were  decorated  with 
more  than  200  flambeaux.  The  Police  Office  was  finely  orna- 
mented with  a  transparency  representing  Justice,  supported  on 
each  side  by  a  star  of  variegated  lamps.  To  particularize  all  thfit 
was  noteworthy  would  occupy  several  pages,  the  description  must 
therefore  be  closed  by  noticing  that  the  Castle  was  brilliantly  lit 
up  at  every  window,  and  with  flambeaux  on  the  parapet  wall ; 
that  the  consimiption  of  candles  and  oil  in  every  part  of  the  town 
was  enormous,  no  illumination  in  Nottingham,  either  before  or 
since,  having  been  anything  like  so  general  or  magnificent ;  that 
almost  every  window  was  decked  with  flowers,  laurel,  garlands, 
and  ribbons;  and  that  nearly  the  whole  population  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  in  the  streets. 

J'idy  26. — Several  daring  acts  of  Luddism.  Frames  were 
broken  at  Mr.  Hooton's,  Old  Sneinton,  Mr.  Cooper's,  New  Sneinton, 
and  at  a  house  in  Commerce-row. 

Avugvst  23. — John  Allen,  Esq.,  the  Mayor,  laid  the  first  stone 
of  the  new  suite  of  rooms  and  shambles  at  the  Exchange.  This 
was  preparatory  to  the  alteration  and  stuccoing  of  the  front  of 
the  edifice. 

September  19  <k  20. — A  cricket  match  for  lOOgs.  was  played 
in  Burleigh  Park,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Winchelsea  and  Not- 
tingham, between  eleven  players  of  this  town  and  eleven  gentlemen 
of  the  county  of  Rutland.  The  Nottingham  players  were,  H. 
Hopkin,  J.  Dennis,  R.  Warsop,  T.  Warsop,  Parr,  C.  Goodall, 
Jeffiies,  Smith,  Brittain,  Leeson,  and  Brown.  Summary  of  the 
score :  Rutland,  Ist  innings,  35  ;  second,  30.  Nottingham,  1st 
and  only  innings,  228.     Majority,  163. 

Sejyteniber  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Ash  well  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  William  Soars  and  Mr.  John  Allen,  junr..  Sheriffs. 

October  14. — A  most  daring  outrage,  involving  a  calamitous 
loss  of  life,  was  committed  at  New  Basford.  The  local  papers 
thus  detailed  the  particulars : — "  On  Friday  evening,  a  foul  and 
horrid  attempt  was  made  to  murder  Mr.  Thomas  Garton,  and  at 
the  same  time  Mr.  Wm.  Kilby  was  actually  murdered.  From  the 
depositions  taken  before  Mr.  Wright,  the  Goroneri  at  the  Ploii|^ 
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inn,  Basford,  on  Sunday,  it  ap])eared  that,  about  five  or  six  weeks  1814 
ago,  an  attack  was  made  upon  Mr.  Garton's  house  at  New  Basford, 
by  a  number  of  Luddites,  who  destroyed  several  frames.  That 
upon  Garton's  information,  a  man  named  James  Towle*  had  been 
committed,  and  then  lay  in  the  County  Gaol,  for  tiial  for  this 
offence  at  the  next  assizes,  and  that  in  consequence  of  such  pro- 
ceeding threats  of  violence  against  Grarton  had  been  expressed,  so 
as  to  excite  in  him  great  appi-ehension  for  his  personal  safety. 
That  intimation  of  the  probability  of  an  early  execution  of  these 
threats  was  providentially  received  by  Mr.  Garton,  which  induced 
him  to  be  more  particularly  upon  his  guanl,  and  to  have  in  his 
house  a  foix^  sutiioient  for  its  defence.  That  on  Friday  evening, 
about  half-i)ast  nine,  a  forcible  attack  was  made  upon  the  house 
by  a  body  of  men,  of  whose  number  we  cannot  learn  that  any 
accurate  judgment  can  be  formed,  three  of  whom  first  broke  in, 
and  were  immediately  followed  by  others.  That  one  of  them 
cried  out  *  d — n  him,  where  is  he  f  that  from  some  of  them  three 
shots  were  fired  in  the  house  before  the  fire  was  returned ;  that 
then  the  persons  stationed  to  protect  the  house  fired  in  defence  of 
their  lives  and  of  Garten's  propei-ty,  and  that  Samuel  Bamford, 
one  of  the  foremost  of  the  Luddites,  was  shot  dead  upon  the 
spot ;  and  that  several  other  shots  were  fired,  and  at  length  the 
assailants  retreated  and  made  their  escape,  imder  the  total  diarkness 
into  which  the  house  was  throvm  by  the  explosions  of  the  firearms. 

"  It  also  appeared  that  William  Kilby,  a  respectable  frame- 
work knitter,  who  lived  about  thirty  yards  from  Mr.  Garten's, 
happened  to  be  sitting  in  his  own  house  at  the  time,  with  Mrs. 
Garton,  who  had  made  a  call  on  business,  and  the  latter  expressing 
her  alarm  at  hearing  repeated  discharges  of  firearms,  KOby  un- 
suspectingly went  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  when,  being 
mistaken  for  a  constable  on  the  watch,  he  was  instantly  shot,  and 
fell  dead  at  his  own  door.  In  the  former  case  the  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  justifiable  homicide ;  and  in  the  latter,  wilful  murder 
against  some  person  or  persons  iinknown."  • 

A  Eoyal  proclamation  was  immediately  published,  offering  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  guineas  for  a  discovery  of  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outrage,  and  also  a  reward  of  half  that  amount  to  any  of 
the  men,  except  the  one  who  actually  fired  the  shot,  who  might 
reveal  the  names  of  his  accomplices,  but  ;kvithout  success.  The 
position  of  the  widow  of  the  murdered  man  was  also  regarded, 
and  the  nobility  and  gentiy  of  the  county  i-aLsed  a  subscription 
for  her  relief,  exce^ng  £200.  This  sum  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Corporation,  who  agi-eed  in  return  to  allow  Mrs.  • 
Slilby  an  annuity  of  £25  for  life.     She  died  in  August,  1822. 

November,  — Mr.  J.  Rainbow,  town  crier,  appointed  governor 
of  the  House  of  Correction  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Barwick,  of  Greyhound- 
yard,  succeeded  him  as  town  crier. 

*  Towle  WM  tried  at  the  next  Msizes  and  acquitted.    He  was  however  subeequentlj 
^  I*  Lriotit«r  for  anotlier  oAenoe,  and  suffered  death. 
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1814  In  the  spring  of  this  year,  records  Blackner,  the  county 

magistrates  appointed  Daniel  Freeth,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  R.  €k)odacre,  of 
the  academy,  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the.  supposed  parish  of 
Standard-hill,  adjoining  the  Castle,  Park,  and  town  of  Nottingham; 
and  in  the  autumn,  a  young  woman,  who  was  supposed  to  haye 
obtained  a  settlement  on  Standard-hill,  having  been  found  in  St 
Mary's  parish,  in  a  state  which  justified  the  interference  of  the 
officers,  she  was  taken  with  a  regular  order  of  removal  to  the 
house  of  one  of  the  aforesaid  overseers,  and  by  him  refused 
admittance.  Legal  means  were  about  to  be  commenced,  when  it 
was  found  that  the  appointment  of  overseers  was  in  itself  informal^ 
and  the  case  was  permitted  to  drop.  However,  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year,  a  new  appointment  was  made,  free  from  the 
informality  of  its  predecessor,  and  Mr.  S.  Freeth  and  Mr.  W. 
Stretton  were  this  time  select^  The  inhabitants  then  deemed  it 
necessary  to  adopt  measures  of  defence.  The  extra-parochial 
property  was  divided  into  shares,  a  purse  was  raised,  and  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  successfully  moved  for  a  rule  calling  upon 
the  justices  to  show  by  what  authority  they  had  appointed  the 
overseers.  The  three  town  parishes  made  common  cause  in  sup- 
port of  the  magistrates,  and  during  the  following  Michaelmas 
term  the  question  was  fully  argued.  The  ultimate  decision  was, 
"  that  Standard-hill  not  being  an  ancient  ville,  or  a  ville  by  repu- 
tation, is  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  overseers.'' 

Standard-hill  contains  a  little  more  than  9,000  square  yards, 
or  about  one  acre,  three  roods,  eighteen  perches,  and  was  sold  by 
the  yard,  in  1807,  for  nearly  £7,000. 


1815. 

1816  March  3. — Thomas  Kipon,  Gent.,  of  Crown-yard,  Long-row, 

died  this  day,  aged  75  years.  He  was  a  man  of  remarkably  small 
stature,  not  exceeding  thirty-four  inches  in  height,  and  was 
generally  respected.  A  few  days  before  his  death,  he  gave  direc- 
tions for  the  making  of  his  own  coffin,  which,  to  humour  his 
eccentricity,  was  constructed  six  feet  in  length.  When  brought 
home,  he  got  into  it,  and  expressed  his  entire  satisfaction. 

MwrcJ^  21. — John  Hemstock,  alias  Black,  was  convicted  at 
the  County  Hall,  before  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  of  the  crime  of 
wilful  murder.  He  was  19  years  of  age,  and  had  been  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Wells,  a  farmer,  of  Clarborough,  near  Hetford,  but 
had  left  his  place  about  five  months,  and  was  then  induced  to 
break  into  hi&  late  master's  premises  in  search  of  plunder.  It 
happened  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  house,  the  only  inmate  was  a 
boy  named  James  Snell,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Wells,  who  had  been 
left  to  take  care  of  Uie  place  during  the  absence  of  the  other 
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members  of  the  family  at  the  neighbouring  statutes.  He  mur-  1815 
dered  the  lad  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a  bar  of  wood, 
and  then  cutting  his  throat  with  a  razor.  The  murderer  then 
broke  open  a  de^,  and  took  therefrom  two  £1  notes  of  the  old 
Retford  bank  of  Messra  Pocklington  and  Dickenson,  which  had 
suspended  payment  some  time  previously.  WithHhese  he  hastened 
to  thcT  statutes  to  enjoy  himself,  where  he  showed  the  notes  to  an 
acquaintance  named  Milnes,  but  finding  that  the  townspeople 
would  not  receive  them,  he  had  to  exert  all  his  address  in  passing 
them  off  to  an  itinerant  pedlar,  a  circumstance  that  led  to  his 
detection. 

On  sentence  being  pronounced,  the  prisoner,  who  till  then 
had  preserved  a  tranquil  countenance,  was  greatly  agitated  and 
shed  tears.  He  begged  most  earnestly  of  the  Judge  to  remit  that 
part  of  it  which  ordered  his  body  to  be  dissected  and  anatomised, 
and  requested  that  it  might  be  buried  in  a  grava  But  the  Judge 
held  out  to  him  no  hope,  and  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
prisoner  should  have  so  much  concern  for  his  body  and  so  little  for 
his  soul.  Hemstock  was  hung  on  the  23rd.  The  body  was  taken 
to  the  General  Hospital  for  dissection  and  exposure,  where  the 
the  skeleton,  hung  on  wires,  was  kept  for  many  years. 

JtUi/  22. — The  County  Court  was  excessively  crowded  to 
witness  the  proceedings  before  Mr.  Baron  Graham,  in  the  case, 
the  King  v,  Sutton.  This  was  a  ciiminal  information,  filed  by 
the  Attorney-General,  ex  officio^  against  Mr.  Charles  Sutton,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Nottingham  Review^  for  an  alleged  libel  inserted  in 
that  journal  in  the  month  of  October  previous.  It  was  intended 
that  the  whole  of  the  jury  should  have  been  special,  but  as  several 
of  the  gentlemen  who  ha<l  been  subpcened  for  the  piu*pose,  did  not 
answer  to  their  names,  the  deficiency  was  supplied  from  the  petit 
jui-ors.  Mr.  Gumey  took  down  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  J.  Balguy  opened  the  pleadings  by  reading  the  article 
complained  of  in  the  record,  which  was  a  letter  addressed  in  the 
usual  form  to  the  etlitor  of  the  paper  (and  written,  though  this 
was  not  mentione<l  in  court,  by  a  pi-ofcssional  gentleman  of  con- 
siderable local  standing).  The  document  is  too  lengthy  to  be 
given  here  in  eoctenso,  but  its  purport  and  offensiveness  to  the 
€k>vemment  of  the  day  will  be  apparent  from  the  annexed 
summary  : — 

The  letter  was  ostensibly  from  "  General  Ludd,"  who  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  drop  a  few  lines  to  the  editor,  to  inform  him 
of  the  good  fortune  of  one  of  his  sons,  who  had  risen  to  very  high 
honour.  "  You  must  know,"  it  proceeded,  "  that  some  time  ago, 
owing  to  a  little  imprudent  conduct,  my  eldest  son  Ned  decamped, 
and  enlisted  into  his  Majesty's  service,  and  as  he  was  notorious 
for  Iieroi^m  and  hoiunirtihle  enterprise,  he  was  entrusted  with  a 
commission  to  exercise  his  prowess  against  the  Americans,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say,  has  acquitted  himself  in  a  way  which  will 
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1815  establish  bis  fame  to  generations  yet  unborn.  I  assure  you,  Mr. 
Editor,  that  I  hardly  know  how  to  keep  my  feelings  within 
bounds;  for  while  all  former  and  united  efforts  in  breaking 
frames,  4&c.,  were  commented  upon  with  some  severity,  and  in  a 
way  which  cast  odium  upon  my  character  and  that  of  my  family, 
I  now  find  the  scales  are  turned,  and  our  enemies  are  converted 
into  friends ;  they  sing  a  new  tune  to  an  old  song,  and  the  mighty 
deeds  of  my  son  are  trumpeted  forth  in  every  lo^  paper  in  the 
country.  My  son  is  not  now  confined  to  the  breaking  of  a  few 
frames ;  having  the  sanction  of  Government^  he  can  now  not  only 
wield  his  great  hammer  to  break  printing  presses  and  types,  but 
he  has  a  license  to  set  fire  to  places  and  property  which  he  deems 
obnoxious,  and  now  and  then  a  little  private  piUoige  is  winked  at." 

The  satire,  after  some  personal  and  unimportant  remarks  on 
Mr.  Tupman  and  his  Notthiyluim  Gazette  (a  journal  which 
ceased  to  exist  shortly  after),  concluded  thus : — ''  Now,  I  really 
think,  as  my  son  has  become  truly  loyal  and  is  working  for  his 
country's  good,  and  all  under  the  sanction  of  the  Crown,  and  as 
his  achievements  have  been  first-rate,  '  old  grievances  ought  not 
to  be  repeated;'  though,  by-the-bye,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  which 
I  and  my  son  have  done  in  Nottingham  and  the  neighbourhood 
is  not  lialf  so  bad  as  what  my  son  has  done  in  America ;  but  then, 
you  know,  he  has  supreme  orders  from  indisputable  authority  for 
his  operations  in  Ameiica,  and  that  makes  all  the  difference." 

Mr.  Clarke,  K.C.,  addressed  the  jury  at  great  length,  on  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  the  letter,  which,  he  contended,  held  up  to 
contempt  the  proceedings  of  the  King's  executive  government, 
stigmatised  and  degraded  the  British  army,  who  had  by  their 
heroic  achievements  so  nobly  upheld  the  honour  and  fame  of  their 
country,  and  was  calculated  to  excite  disaffection  and  encourage 
the  Luddites  to  persevere  in  their  lawless  outrages,  to  the  great 
injury  of  individuals  and  the  disturbance  of  the  public  peace. 
Referring  to  the  imputation  on  the  conduct  of  the  British  army 
at  the  capture  of  Washington,  the  learned  counsel  said,  with 
marked  emphasis,  he  would  not  believe,  nor  could  anyone  believe, 
that  the  excesses  imputed  to  them  were  committed  by  British 
soldiers,  much  less  that  they  were  sent  out  with  supreme  ordeia 
from  his  Majesty's  Grovernment  for  the  purpose.  He  did  not 
hesitate,  under  every  view  of  the  subject,  to  pronounce  the  whole 
article  to  be  a  most  vile,  wicked,  and  flagitious  libel,  and  had  no 
doubt  the  jury  would  be  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  Hobhouse,  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  proved  that  defend- 
ant was  the  publisher  of  the  Review,  gave  evidence  as  to  the 
publication  of  the  official  proclamation  of  war  with  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  act  of  Parliament  to  suppress  Luddism,  and 
volunteered  his  own  construction  of  the  words  of  the  alleged 
libel.  Several  witnesses  were  then  called  to  prove  that  Luddism 
was  prevalent  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and  the  population 
in  an  excitable  state,  at  the  time  the  letter  was  published. 
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The  case  for  the  Crown  having  closed,  Mr.  Denman  (after-  1815 
wards  Lord  Chief  Justice),  addressed  the  jury  for  more  than  two 
hours  in  behalf  of  the  defendant.  The  learned  gentleman-s  speech 
was  able,  eloquent^  and  argumentative,  and  laid,  it  is  understood, 
the  foundation  of  his  future  renown.  He  entered  into  an  elaborate 
defence  of  the  liberty  of  the  pre8&  It  was  by  this  liberty  or 
privilege  alone,  he  contended,  that  the  errors  of  Government 
could  be  made  known.  It  was  in  the  exercise  of  this  privilege 
that  the  article  noticed  in  the  record  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Review;  but  he  disclaimed  for  his  client  any  of  the  intentions 
imputed  by  the  learned  counsel  on  the  other  side.  On  the  con- 
traiy,  both  before  and  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  article 
chai^^  as  a  libel,  the  editor  had  reprolMkted  in  the  strongest 
language  and  expressed  his  unqualified  abhorrence  of  every  act  of 
outrage  committed  by  the  Luddites. 

Mr.  Clarke  replied,  and  the  Judge  summing  up  at  great 
length  with  an  obvious  leaning  to  the  propriety  of  a  conviction, 
the  jury,  after  about  a  minute's  consultation,  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty.  Defendant  was  then  ordered  to  appear  at  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term,  to  receive  judg- 
ment. 

Counsel  for  the  prosecution,  Mr.  Clarke,  K.C.,  and  Mr. 
Serjeant  Yaughan :  for  the  defendant,  Mr.  Denman,  Mr.  Phillips, 
and  Mr.  Header. 

When  Michaelmas  term  arrived,  Mr.  Denman  obtained  a 
rule  calling  upon  the  Crown  to  show  cause  why  the  verdict  given 
at  the  Assizes  should  not  be  set  aside  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

The  case  was  argued  in  January,  1816.  Lord  Ellenborough 
presided,  and  the  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Yaughan, 
and  Mr.  Balguy  severally  showed  cause  against  the  rule,  which 
had  been  granted  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  on  the  part  of  the 
Judge,  and  Mr.  Denman  and  Mr.  Piiillips  appeared  in  its  support 
But  the  Judges  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  there  was  no 
cause  for  disturbing  the  verdict  given  by  the  jury,  the  rule  was 
discharged.  The  defendant  appeared  at  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  to  receive  judgment,  on  4^e  9th  of  February.  Mr.  Denman 
addressed  the  Court  for  above  an  hour  in  his  fevour,  and  the 
Attorney-General  was  heard  in  reply.  Sentence  was  then  pro- 
nounced by  Mr.  Justice  Le  Blanc,  who  addressed  the  defendant 
at  great  length,  and  ordered  him  to  be  imprisoned  in  his  Majesty's 
gaol  at  Northampton  for  one  year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  to  give  security  for  his  good  behaviour  for  three  years,  him- 
self in  £500  and  two  sufficient  sureties  in  £250  each. 

Mr.  Sutton  was  removed  the  following  week  from  the  King's 
Bench  prison  to  the  County  Gaol  of  Northampton,  where  he  was 
confined  in  the  debtors'  ward,  and  received  every  indulgence,  short 
of  liberation,  that  he  desired.  He  was  released  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1817. 

«7Wy.— A  public  subscription  to  the  extent  of  £1,200  was 

2q 
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1815  raiaed  in  the  town  and  neighbourhoodi  for  the  relief  of  the  fkmilieii 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  who  fought  at  Waterloo^  on  the  18th 
of  June. 

There  had  been  no  public  celebration  in  Nottingham  of  this 
the  most  memorable  of  British  victories,  excepting  the  simple 
oircumstanoe  of  the  Cambridge  Regiment  of  Militia,  which  then 
happened  to  be  quartered  in  tiie  town,  discharging  a  feu  de  jaie 
in  the  Market-place. 

Amongst  the  slain  on  the  field  of  Waterloo  was  a  native  oi 
Wollaton,  whose  name  and  exploits  are  known  almost  universallj. 
An  eminent  toiirist  remarks,  ''  At  La  Haye  Sainte  I  saw  the 
grave  of  Shaw,  the  life  Guardsman,  who  with  his  single  arm 
destroyed  eight  of  the  enemy.  The  guide  informed  me  that  he 
beheld  the  body  of  this  brave  soldier  after  the  breatl^  was  out  of 
it,  and  was  struck  with  the  muscular  development  and  appearance 
of  vast  strength  which  it  exhibited.  His  heart  was  as  big  and  as 
strong  as  his  body.  He  rushed  headlong  into  the  hostile  masses, 
and  woe  to  the  man  who  had  the  temerity  to  measure  swords  with 
him.  Before  him  fell  the  cuirassiers  like  children :  he  laughed  at 
their  defensive  armoury,  their  breast-plates  of  steel,  their  helmets 
of  brass.  In  the  battle  he  received  no  wound  of  any  consequence, 
but  died  from  the  loss  of  blood  occasioned  by  a  multitude  of  small 
ones.  He  was  several  times  commanded  by  his  officers  to  retire 
and  have  his  wounds  dressed ;  but  preferring  glory  to  safety,  he 
neglected  the  advice,  and  continued  fighting  tUl  he  bled  to  death. 
Had  this  gallant  soldier  been  in  the  French  army,  and  survived 
the  scene  of  his  exploits,  he  would  have  risen  to  the  rank  of  a 
general ;  had  he  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  he  would  have 
proved  a  second  Bichard  or  Binaldo.  Shaw's  talents  were  not 
confined  to  the  sword;  he  was  a  tremendous  pugilist,  fought 
several  times  in  the  ring,  and  never  was  beaten.  Such  was  the 
confidence  he  possessed  in  himself,  that  he  challenged  all  England, 
at  a  time  when  the  ring  was  in  its  high  and  palmy  state ;  nor, 
from  what  was  known  of  his  capabilities,  was  it  doubted  that  he 
would  have  proved  at  least  an  equal  match  for  any  man  who 
could  have  been  brought  against  hun.  Peace  to  the  manes  of 
Corporal  Shaw !" 

Au>gti8t  16. — ^The  Particular  Baptist  chapel  in  George-street 
first  epened  for  Divine  worship.  The  Bev.  T.  Morgan  and  the 
Bev.  L  Burt,  of  Birmingham,  and  the  Bev.  T.  Boberts,  of  Bristol, 
preached  on  the  occasion.  The  collections  at  the  dose  of  the 
services  amounted  to  £182  10s.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building, 
including  the  site  and  the  spacious  school-rooms  at  the  back,  was 
£6,000. 

The  early  history  of  this  religious  community  in  Nottingham 
is  involved  in  much  obscurity.  Such  indeed  is  the  case  with  the 
Particular  Baptists  generally ;  for  though  they  are  probably  a 
more  ancient  denomination  tlion  the  Independents,  their  early 
records  are  lost    On  few  other  societies  has  the  hand  of  persecution 
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pressed  so  heavily  as  on  this.  Not  conforming  to  poedo-baptism,  181S 
they  were  denied  the  rite  of  Christian  burial,  and  many  of  the 
early  members  were  buried  in  private  gardens.  Hence,  whenever 
a  church  was  founded,  its  members  generally  secured  for  themselves 
a  place  of  burial  preliminary  to  the  erection  .of  a  chapeL  It  was 
so  in  Nottingham,  and  tho  small  cemetery  on  the  west  side  of 
MountHErtreet  was  founded  by  the  Baptists  at  a  date  anterior  to 
the  building  of  the  meeting-house  in  Park-street.*  This  edifice, 
which  measures  60  feet  by  27,  and  was  the  oldest  Baptist  chapel  in 
the  neighbourhood,  was  built  in  1724,  by  Cornelius  Launder,  Esq., 
who  sold  it  to  the  denomination  for  the  sum  of  £100. 

The  names  of  the  early  pastors  of  the  church  in  Park-street 
are  completely  lost  In  1751,  Mr.  George  Eaton  was  the  recognised 
preacher ;  and  for  some  time  prior  to  the  ordination  of  the  Revl 
R.  H<^per  in  1770,  Abraham  Booth,  author  of  the  well  known 
''Beign  of  Grace,"  and  afterwards  pastor  of  a  church  in  London, 
was  a  frequent  preacher.  Mr.  Booth  was  then  a  framework 
knitter,  residing  at  Sutton-in-Ashfield,  and  was  accustomed  to 
perform  his  periodic  journey  to  Nottingham  on  foot  Mr. 
Hopper  sustained  the  pastoral  office  till  his  resignation  in  1804, 
and  died  November  4Ui,  1826,  aged  88  years.  He  was  succeeded 
in  the  former  year  by  the  Rev.  John  Jarman,  previously  the 
Baptist  minister  of  Oakham,  and  under  his  able  charge  the  interest 
so  increased  as  to  justify  the  erection  of  the  chapel  in  George- 
street.  The  old  meeting-house  was  abandoned  to  the  Scotch 
Baptists,  who  occupied  it  until  they  removed  to  the  more  com- 
modious chapel  in  Circus-street  in  the  year  1859. 

On  the  demise  of  Mr.  Jarman,  February  5th,  1830,  the  Revi 
J.  Edwards  was  chosen  as  his  successor.  In  1847,  some  differences 
arose,  and  eventually  sixty-four  members,  including  several  of  the 
deacons,  seceded,  and  for  a  time  worshipped  in  a  large  room  in 
Clinton-street.  Subsequently  they  occupied  the  old  chapel  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  in  Spaniel-row,  where,  in  May,  1848,  they 
obtained  the  services  of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Ba3mes,  B.A.,  of  Poplari 
near  London.  Under  his  talented  ministry  their  numbers  greatly 
increased,  and  after  occupying  the  Mechanics'  Hall  for  some  monthS| 
they  removed,  July  9th,  1850,  to  their  spacious  and  elegant'structure 
on  Derby-road,  which  cost  about  £5,000. 

August  21. — A  cricket  match  of  extraordinary  interest,  for 
one  himdred  guineas,  was  played  on  the  newly  formed  ground  near 
the  Race  Stand.  The  competitors  were,  G.  Osbaldeston,  Esq.,  M.P., 
with  the  choice  of  all  England  for  a  fielder,  and  the  two  crack 
players  of  the  Nottingham  club,  Joseph  Dennis  and  Humphrey 
Hopkin.  Two  shillings  was  the  sum  freely  paid  by  numbers  of 
county  gentlemen  for  admission  to  the  Stand,  and  an  immense 
number  of  spectators  assembled  on  the  groimd.  Mr.  Osbaldeston 
winning  the  toss,  went  in  first,  and  the  skill  and  gracefulness  he 
displayed  in  the  use  of  the  bat,  he  being  incomparably  the 

*  Now  oooopied  u»  warilioiiM  by  Mr.  W.  McGimith. 
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1816  most  aooompliflhed  player  of  the  day,  exdted  unqualified  ad- 
miraiioiL  For  more  than  four  hours  he  kept  his  opponents  in 
full  exerdse,  and  put  their  skill  to  the  test  in  every  possible 
position,  and  then  resigned  the  bat,  after  having  completed  86 
mnsi  with  as  little  prospect  of  his  being  got  out  as  at  the  oom- 
nencement  of  the  gune. 

The  game  was  resumed  the  nesct  morning,  Mr.  Osbaldeston's 
fielder  being  Lambert,  of  Lord's  Ground.  Hopkin  scored  11  and 
3|  and  Dennis,  1  and  2,  making  a  total  of  17.  The  extremely 
rapid  bowling  of  Mr.  Osbaldeston  lowered  their  wickets  in  a 
manner  then  deemed  highly  suprising. 

September  18. — ^Aoddent^  death  of  George  Coldham,  Esq., 
solicitor,  of  this  town,  aged  49  years.  The  circumstances  were 
these : — Mr.  Coldham  and  his  friend  Mr.  Butler  were  on  their 
return  from  Worthing  to  Brighton  in  a  gig,  and  when  proceeding 
at  a  walking  pace  down  Church-hill,  in  Uie  latter  place,  the  horse 
suddenly  took  fright,  and  ran  the  vehicle  against  the  walL  Both 
gentlemen  were  thrown  out,  and  Mr.  Coldham  pitching  with  his 
head  against  a  post,  received  so  severe  an  injury,  that  he  died  in 
about  half-an-hour  at  the  Castle  Tavern,  where  he  had  been  stay- 
ing.    Mr.  Butler  was  comparatively  unhurt 

Mr.  Coldham's  remains  were  interred  in  Brighton  church- 
yard, where  a  stone  perpetuates  his  memory.  There  is  also  a  neat 
marble  tablet  on  the  wall  of  the  interior  of  St.  Mary's,  in  this  town. 
It  states,  after  recording  his  name,  ifec.,  ''This  tablet  was  erected 
by  vote  of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Nottingham,  in 
order  publicly  to  express  their  high  sense  of  the  probity,  ability, 
and  signal  advantage  to  the  Corporation  with  which  for  twenty- 
four  years  he  performed  the  several  functions  of  his  office  of  Town 
Clerk;  and  their  warmest  commendation  of  his  meritorious 
exertions  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  this  populous  town, 
during  the  late  threatening  period."  A  portrait  of  the  deceased 
gentleman  is  in  the  Castle  Museum. 

September  26. — Henry  Enfield,  Esq.,  appointed  Town  Clerk. 

September  29. — Mr.  Aid.  Charles  Lomas  Morley  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  Richard  Hopper,  junr.,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wskefield, 
Sherifis.    > 


1816. 

1816  January  11. — John  Balguy,  Esq.,  who  had  filled  the  office  of 

Deputy  Eecorder  of  the  town  twenty-nine  years,  having  resigned, 
was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Denman,  Esq. 

March  4. — At  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  in  Thiirland  Hall, 
John  Wright,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  it  was  resolved  to  commence 
''the  Nottingham  Subscription  Library.''  Dr.  Storer  took  a  veiy 
active  part  in  its  formation. 
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Mofreh  17. — Nottingham,  in  common  with  a  great  part  of  the  1816 
North  Midland  district,  experienced  a  smart  shock  of  earthquake. 
It  was  felt  at  half-past  twelve  p.m.,  and  as  Divine  service,  it  being 
Sunday,  was  not  over  at  the  churches,  great  alarm  was  expressed  . 
I:^  the  congregations.  At  St.  Peter's  and,  St.  Nicholas's,  the 
consternation  was  so  great  that  service  had  to  be  suspended  for  a 
few  seconds,  and  one  lady  was  borne  out  in  a  state  of  insensibility. 
The  pillars  supporting  St.  Mary's  tower  shook  very  visibly,  but 
fortunately  the  attention  of  the  crowded  congregation  was  so 
engrosBod  by  the  eloquence  of  the  Sheriff's  chaplain,  and  the 
presence  of  the  Judge  and  his  retinue,  that  the  alarm  was  but 
■light,  or  the  rush  and  loss  of  life  might  have  been  great.  In 
various  parts  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  glasses  were  shaken 
off  the  idielves,  articles  of  domestic  use  displaced,  window  case< 
ments  thrown  open,  and  other  indications  mimif  est  of  the  influence 
of  the  subterranean  movement. 

April  3. — Execution  of  John  Simpson,  aliaa  Daniel  Simpson, 
for  committing  seveiul  highway  robberies.  The  ofiences  in  par- 
ticidar  for  which  he  suffered,  were,  robbing  Mr.  Thos.  Needham, 
of  Lambley,  of  29s.  and  a  bundle  of  cotton,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Bowes,  of  Eastwood,  of  a  silver  watch  and  a  XI  note.  Simpson 
was  a  native  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  and  after  being  taught  some- 
thing of  the  stocking-making  business  at  Lancaster,  came  to 
Nottingham  in  1799,  at  the  age  of  16  years.  He  had  worked  at 
Melbourne,  Mansfield,  Sutton,  and  Arnold,  as  well  as  in  this 
town,  and  had  assumed  a  great  variety  of  names.  He  was 
married  twice,  and  his  second  wife  was  a  native  of  Arnold. 

May  24. — ^The  first  stone  of  the  Methodist  New  Connexion 
chapel  in  Parliament-street,  was  laid  by  Kobert  Hall,  Esq.,  of 
Sneinton,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  assemblage  of  spectators.  The 
Revs.  W.  Chapman,  C.  Atkinson,  and  W.  Jones  took  part  in  the 
ceremonial. 

Jtme  9. — About  one  a.m.,  a  party  of  men,  diguised  and  armed 
witJi  various  sorts  of  weapons,  broke  into  the  house  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Wright,  of  New  Kadford,  and  seven  of  them  rushed  upstairs  into 
the  workshops.  Twelve  valuable  point-net  frames,  the  object  of 
their  visit,  wer^  then  utterly  demolished,  and  '*  Ned  Ludd,"  to 
use  a  common  expression  of  the  day,  '<  having  turned  thief"  (a 
change  of  moral  purpose  that  contributed  more  powerfully  perhaps 
than  any  other  cause  to  suppress  the  outrages  committed  in  his 
name,  by  exasperating  the  public  mind,  which  hitherto  had  too 
much  sympathised  with  his  adherents),  a  few  yards  of  net  were 
stolen.  Mr.  Wright  was  from  home  at  the  time,  but  one  of  the 
inmates,  supposing  that  she  knew  two  of  the  men,  gave  such 
information  as  led  to  their  apprehension. 

The  trial  of  these  men,  Thomas  Glover  and  John  Chettle, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Graham,  on  Saturday,  the  3rd  of  the  following 
August,  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  our  local  annals.  It 
commenced  in  the  aftemooui  and  did  not  terminate  until  about 
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1816  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning.  The  indictment  charged  the 
prisoners  with  felonioofllj  entering  Mr.  Wright's  dwelling-hoiuey 
and  breaking  therein  twelve  frames.  Mr.  Clfurke  and  Mr.  Header 
•  were  counsel  for  the  prosecution :  Mr.  Denman  was  sole  oonnsel 
for  the  accused,  and  added  to  his  rapidly  rising  reputation  by  the 
ability  with  which  he  conducted  and  established  the  aUbi  set  up, 
unquestionably  one  of  the  most  perfect  ever  submitted  to  a  court 
of  justice.  Fortunately  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace, 
the  result  of  the  trial  was  the  acquittal  of  both  prisoners.  Had 
it  been  otherwise,  the  most  fearful  consequences  would  doubtless 
have  ensued,  for  the  body  of  the  Hall  was  for  hours  in  possession 
of  a  number  of  determined  men,  who  would  not  suffer  a  light  to 
appear  in  court,  excepting  on  the  bench  and  the  counsel  table. 
It  is  also  notorious  that  a  number  of  confederates,  with  loaded 
pistols,  were  in  the  outer  hall,  and  that  the  constables  and  javelin- 
men  were  quite  unable  to  maintain  order.  The  verdict  of  not 
guilty  was  received  with  a  tremendous  shout  of  ex\iltation,  which 
was  echoed  and  re-echoed  with  increasing  volume,  notwithstanding 
the  attempts  of  the  Judge  and  officers  of  the  Court  to  suppress  it. 
Issuing  out  of  the  Hall,  and  almost  delirious  with  excitement^ 
the  men  then  paraded  the  town,  shouting  and  rejoicing,  for  several 
hours. 

It  is  understood  that  had  the  verdict  been  adverse,  both 
Judge  and  jury  would  have  been  assassinated ;  and  so  serious  was 
the  alarm  afterwards  produced  that  it  was  contemplated  to  make 
Newark  the  assize  town  instead  of  Nottingham. 

Chettle  died  at  New  Radford,  in  July,  1838,  aged  64  years; 
and  Glover  at  his  house  on  Mansfield-road,  in  January,  1839, 
aged  54  years. 

Juli/  8. — Lord  William  Bentinck  (Whig)  again  elected  M.P. 
for  the  county,  in  the  place  of  Lord  Newark,  who  had  succeeded 
to  the  femily  title.  Earl  Manvers. 

July  15. — ^Thomas  Denman,  Esq.,  presented  with  the  freedom 
of  the  town. 

August  1. — Mr.  Jonathan  Dunn  appointed  Coroner  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Wm.  Wells. 

September  25. — ^A  large  public  meeting,  convened  by  the 
Mayor,  consisting  of  more  than  five  thousand  persons,  was  held  in 
Weekday-cross,  at  which  a  memorial  was  agi^ed  to,  calling  upon 
the  Prince  Regent  to  "  reduce  the  dangerous  and  unconstitutional 
military  establishment  in  this  country,  to  abolish  all  sinecure 
places  and  unmerited  pensions,  to  enforce  a  rigid  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  to  give  to  the  people,  what 
is  their  inalienable  right,  a  full,  hdr,  free,  and  equal  representation 
in  the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament."  The  memorial  was 
moved  and  supported  by  Mr.  €^  Gill,  Mr.  Thomas  Bailey,  and 
Mr.  R  Denison. 

Septen^ber  29. — Mr.  Alderman  William  Wilson  appointed 
Mayor;  Mr.  George  Gill  and  Mr.  Bogw  Alkn,  BiMdffiL 
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October  4.-*A8  the  mail  coach  to  Derby  was  setting  out  this  1816 
morning,  it  OTertumed  in  the  Market-place,  near  the  Bell  inn. 
One  of  the  passengers,  a  Mr.  Owen,  of  Derby,  was  killed  on  the 
spot ;  another  sustained  a  compound  fracture  of  the  leg  and  thigh; 
and  a  lady  was  very  seriously  injured. 

November  20. — Execution  of  James  Towle,  at  Leicester. 

Towle  was  a  native  of  Basf ord,  where  he  left  a  wife  and  four 
young  children,  and  was  36  years  of  age.  The  offence  for  which 
he  suffered  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  was  committed  at 
Loughborough.  At  midnight  on  Friday  the  28th  of  the  previous 
June,  a  number  of  men,  principally  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Nottingham,  some  of  whom  were  armed  and  disguised,  entered 
the  "  casting-shop"  attached  to  the  rear  part  of  Messrs.  Heathcoat 
and  Boden's  lace  &ctory,  on  the  Ashby-road.  In  this  small  room 
were  three  watchers,  John  Asher,  Thomas  Lronman,  and  John 
Webster,  workmen  of  the  ^tory,  the  former  of  whom  snatched 
up  a  pistol,  and  pointed  it  at  the  Luddites  as  they  were  coming  in 
at  the  door ;  but  though  the  trigger  was  pulled,  it  did  not  go  ofL 
One  of  the  assailing  party,  in  return,  instantly  fired  at  Asher  with 
a  blunderbuss,  and  inflicting  a  wound  at  the  back  of  the  head, 
raidered  him  insensible.  Ironmau  wiis  struck  to  the  ground  by  a 
blow  at  the  same  moment ;  and  Webster,  who  had  run  out  of 
doors,  in  an  endeavour  to  escape,  was  quickly  brought  back  again, 
and  placed  in  guard  by  tlie  side  of  his  companions.  Some  of  the 
Luddites  then,  with  lights  in  their  hands,  proceeded  through  the 
large  room,  called  the  setting-up  room,  to  tlie  bottom  of  the  stair- 
case, where  they  knocked  down  a  youth  whom  tliey  met  named 
Ambrose  Woodford,  placed  over  him  a  guard  as  they  had  done  to 
the  others,  and  then  ran  up  to  "  the  first  floor."  This  consisted  of 
three  compartments,  containing  twenty-five  machines,  the  whole 
of  which  they  demolished,  having  previously  secured  in  one  of  the 
compartments,  James  Powell,  William  Soars,  and  John  North, 
in  the  same  way  as  they  had  done  the  others.  The  adventurous 
men  then  directed  their  attention  to  the  large  room  above,  in 
which  were  thirty  machines  and  five  men,  whose  names  were 
Joseph  Sherwin,  Samuel  Street,  William  Squires,  John  Langham, 
and  Thomas  Smith.  The  first  of  these  expressed  to  his  associates 
a  determination  to  resist  the  invaders,  but,  probably  from  being 
overheard,  could  not  carry  it  out.  The  assailants  succeeded  in 
rendering  them  powerless  with  terror,  by  assuming  on  the  stair- 
case a  sort  of  military  tread,  and  one  of  them  shouting,  with 
a  stentorian  voice,  '< Advance  with  the  blunderbusses;  more 
blunderbusses  here!"  Having  entered  the  room,  the  Luddites 
ordered  the  five  to  at  once  prostrate  themselves  with  their  ftu^es 
to  the  floor,  and  not  to  look  about  under  pain  of  death,  and 
guards  were  posted  to  enfoi-ce  the  imperious  command.  This 
preliminary  being  settled,  the  men  proceeded  with  their  work  of 
devastation  like  furies.  But  after  toiling  for  seven  or  eight 
wdnutee,  as  if  animated  by  a  common  impulse,  they  sudd^y 
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1816  stopped,  and  by  listeiiing  for  a  few  seconds  reassnring  tbemaelves 
that  all  was  right  below,  at  it  they  went  again  with  renewed 
eagerness,  at  the  command  of  their  leader,  who  vociferated,  *' All's 
well !  Ned  Ludd,  do  your  duty  well.  It's  a  Waterloo  job,  by 
God !"  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  further,  they  finished  their 
undertaking,  having  destroyed  or  rendered  useless  fifty-five 
machines,  the  value  of  which  Mr.  John  Boden,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors, estimated  at  £7,500.  Before  quitting  the  fectory,  tiiey 
enjoined  the  workmen,  with  most  tenible  threats,  not  to  stir  fcnr 
the  space  of  ten  minutes,  and  one  of  them  shook  hands  with 
Asher,  the  wounded  man,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would 
soon  get  better.^  Independently  of  the  Luddites  who  entered  the 
factory,  there  were  several  outside,  making,  as  was  subsequently 
ascertained  by  the  confession  of  several  of  them,  the  total  numb^ 
of  seventeen.  Their  names  were,  William  Burton,  James  Towle, 
William  Towle,  John  Clarke  alias  Little  Sam,  Samuel  Cauldwell, 
John  Disney,  Aaron  Day  kin,  William  Withers,  John  Black  lx)me, 
Christopher  Blackbome,  Joshua  Mitchell,  John  Hill,  Thomas 
Savidge,  J.  Crowther,  J.  Amos,  James  Watson,  and  J.  Slater. 

James  Towle  was  indicted  at  the  assizes,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  for  having  entered  the  premises,  on  the  night  in  question, 
and  discharged  a  pistol  at  Asher,  with  intent  to  murder  him;  and 
from  the  testimony  of  Asher  and  several  of  the  factory-men  who 
appeared  in  evidence,  he  was  adjudged  guilty  ''of  aiding  and 
abetting,  but  not  of  firing  the  pistol."  Mr.  Baron  Graham  then 
sentenced  him  to  be  hung.  The  trial  occupied  fourteen  hours. 
John  Slater  and  Benjamin  Badder,  who  were  indicted  witli  him 
on  the  same  charge,  were  acquitted. 

The  circumstances  that  led  to  his  conviction  were  these. 
During  the  attack  on  the  factory,  Towle  was  so  reckless  as  to 
wear  no  other  disguise  than  a  silk  handkerchief  tied  round  his 
lower  jaw ;  this  slipped  down  once  or  twice,  and  his  peculiar  eon- 
tour  of  visage  being  fully  exposed,  was  positively  sworn  to  by  two 
of  the  witnesses.  He  had  also  been  heard  to  say,  by  Mr.  James 
Lawson,  the  constable,  on  the  Tuesday  previous  to  the  outi-age,  in 
a  public-house,  that  there  would  be  "  a  job  before  long ;  it  will 
happen  (he  said)  next  Friday  night,  unless  put  off,  and  then  it 
will  happen  on  Saturday  night"  And  to  further  strengthon  the 
case  against  him,  police  constable  Benjamin  Barnes  depose<l  that, 
having  seen  a  messenger  Mr.  Boden  had  despatched  to  the  Not- 
tingham Police  Office  immediately  on  the  outrage  taking  ])lace, 
he  set  out  at  seven  o'clock,  through  New  Basford,  where  Towle 
lived,  towards  the  Trent,  near  Beeston,  and  about  eight  o'clock, 
succeeded  in  meeting  the  prisoner  on  the  highway  in  the  latter 
village,  coming  in  the  direction  from  Loughborough,  and  though 
Towle  turned  his  face  towards  the  hedge  and  tried  to  elude  his 
recognition,  he  rode  up  to  him,  and  persuaded  him  to  join  in 
drinking  a  glass  of  gin  at  a  neighbouring  public-house.  His 
shoes  were  wet,  and  he  looked  fatigued. 
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The  long  interval,  more  ihan  tbree  months,  between  the  con-  1816 
viction  and  execution,  was  occasioned  by  an  objection  that  Mr. 
Denman  made  at  the  trial,  to  the  form  of  the  indictment  The 
point  in  dispute  was  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  twelve  judge8| 
and  was  by  them  settled  against  the  prisoner,  on  the  13th  of 
November.  Mr.  Denman  and  Mr.  Balguy  were  engaged  for 
Towle;  and  Messrs.  Yaughan,  Copley,  Clarke,  Header,  and 
Reynolds  for  the  prosecution. 

On  the  morning  of  execution,  Towle  was  conveyed  in  a  chaise 

to  "  the  new  drop"  at  the  Leicester  County  GaoL     He  ascended 

the  platform  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  after  praying  with  the  chaplain 

for  a  few  minutes,  advanced  to  the  front,  and  with  a  firm  and 

audible  voice,  gave  out  the  well  known  hymn  by  Dr.  Watta^ 

commencing  with. 

Oh,  for  an  OTerooming  faith, 

To  oheer  my  dying  noun ; 
To  triumph  o  er  the  monater  death. 

With  all  his  frightful  powera. 

He  gave  out  the  whole  of  this  hymn,  two  lines  at  a  time,  and 
joined  in  singing  it  with  the  utmost  fervour.  The  drop  then  fell. 
The  corpse  was  buried  at  Basford  the  following  afternoon,  in  the 
presence  of  several  thousand  spectators. 

December  10. — Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  bread,  good  wheat 
readily  realizing  140s.  per  quarter,  there  was  much  suffering  and 
a  great  deficiency  of  employment.  A  public  meeting  on  the  sub- 
ject was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  at  which 
it  was  resolved  to  enter  into  a  subscription  for  the  relief  of  the 
destitute,  not  otherwise  pi*ovided  for.  The  amount  raised  was 
£4,184.  In  addition  to  this  liberal  amount,  the  London  Associa- 
tion contributed  twenty  tons  of  red  herrings.  Lord  Middleton 
gave  three  hundred  tons  of  coal,  and  the  parish  of  St  Nicholas 
expended  .£500  on  a  separate  soup  establishment.  The  poor-rates 
were  also  excessively  heavy. 

December  22. — Death  of  Mr.  John  Blackner,  landlord  of  the 
Rancliffe  Arms,  Sussex-street,  and  author  of  the  History  of  Not- 
tingham and  other  publications,  in  the  47th  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  there  being  numerous  robberies 
and  disturbances,  the  provisions  of  the  Watching  and  Warding 
Act  were  brought  into  operation.  All  male  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  rate^l  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  above  the  -age  of  seventeen 
years,  were  subject  to  be  called  out,  in  parties  of  twenty-five  each, 
and  with  a  constable  at  their  head,  had  to  parade  the  stroets,  and 
keep  watch  throughout  the  night  The  fine  for  neglect  of  duty 
was  any  sum  the  magistrates  might  think  proper  to  impose^ 
between  408.  and  £10.  This  system  of  night  police  was  continued 
till  the  following  summer. 
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Jamuvry  22. — An  immense  public  meeting  was  held  in  Week- 
day Cross,  to  petition  for  Parliamentary  Eef orm.  The  speakerSy 
who  stood  on  the  Town  Hall  steps,  were,  the  Mayor  (who  pre- 
sided), Robert  I>enison,  Esq.,  Mr.  Alderman  Ashwell,  Mr. 
Oartledge,  Mr.  Jonathan  Dunn,  and  Mr.  T.  Wylda  The  petition, 
which  prayed  for  retrenchment  and  reform,  universal  suffirage, 
annual  Parliaments,  ^,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  sulrae- 
quently  received  the  signatures  of  six  thousand  male  inhabitants 

Fehrucvry  24. — In  consequence  of  the  precipitancy  with  which 
Ministers  were  passing  the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Bill  through 
Parliament,  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held,  Mr.  R. 
Bennington  in  the  chair,  at  which  a  petition  was  resolved  upon, 
calling 'upon  the  House  of  Commons  "to  pause  ere  it  suspended 
the  liberties  of  the  people.'' 

March  18. — Daniel  Diggle,  aged  21  years,  was  arraigned  be- 
fore Mr.  Baron  Richards,  at  the  County  Hall,  charged  with 
attempting  to  slioot  Mr.  George  Kerrey.  He  pleaded  guilty,  but 
withdrew  his  plea  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Judge. 

It  was  proved  that  on  the  night  of  Sunday,  the  22nd  of  the 
previous  December,  Diggle,  accompanied  by  William  Burton  and 
two  other  men,  named  Henfrey  and  WoUey,  went  on  a  frame- 
breaking  expedition  to  the  house  of  Mr.  George  Kerrey,  of 
Radford.  Kerrey  making  some  resistance,  prisoner  fired  a  pistol 
at  him,  two  or  three  shotcoms  from  which  entered  his  head,  but 
did  not  seriously  injui*e  him.  Diggle,  however,  thought  he  had 
killed  him,  and  with  his  confederates  made  a  precipitate  retreat. 

The  apprehension  of  this  offender  was  attended  by  a  complete 
dissolution  of  the  elementn  of  Luddism.  On  the  night  of  the  2nd 
of  January,  Diggle,  in  company  with  men  named  Blackbome, 
Burton,  Mellors,  Austin,  his  brotlitn*  Nathan,  Henfrey,  WoUey, 
and  Shaw,  having  become  utterly  n^okless  of  consequences,  when 
out  on  a  poaching  excm'sion  near  Trowell,  wantonly  beset  the 
house  of  Mr.  William  Cook,  of  Shortwood,  Loixi  Middleton's 
gamekeeper,  and  fired  at  him  several  times  through  his  bedroom 
window.  Diggle  and  several  others  being  arrested  for  this  offence, 
l)egan  to  imi>each  each  other,  and  William  Burton,  who  was  one 
of  them,  was  adniitkHl  as  King's  evidence,  and  ensured  Diggle's 
conviction  on  the  cliarge  of  shooting  at  Kerrey.  Towle,  during  his 
long  imprisonment,  had  also  made  a  disclosure  of  the  names  of  his 
accomplices,  so  that  the  authorities,  being  now  fully  assured  they 
were  on  the  right  track,  by  a  vigorous  stroke  secured  nearly  all 
the  men  engaged  in  the  Loughborough  outrage. 

Fears  of  an  attempt  at  rescue  being  entertained,  it  was  re^ 
solved  to  execute  Diggle  in  front  of  the  County  Qmol,  wlikli 
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carried  into  effect  on  the  2nd  of  April.  About  eight  o'clock,  the  1817 
cglprit  was  brought  out  through  the  County  Hall  door,  in  a  light 
cart,  along  the  platform  raised  on  the  steps,  under  the  fatal  tree. 
He  appeared  firm  and  collected,  and  addressing  himself  to  thcr 
numerous  spectators,  said  it  was  Ludding  that  had  brought  him 
to  that  untimely  end.  At'ter  a  few  minutes  spent  in  prayer,  the 
cart  was  drawn  ofi^  and  he  was  launched  into  eternity.  His  body 
was  afterwards  delivered  to  his  friends  for  interment.  He  was  a 
stout,  good-looking  man,  but  extremely  illiterate ;  had  just  attained 
his  21st  year,  and  had  not  long  been  married. 

Mairck  31  <£r  A'pril  1. — John  Clarke,  Thomas  Savidge,  William 
Withers,  John  Amos,  John  Crowther,  Joshua  Mitchell,  William 
Towle,  and  James  Watson,  were  convicted  at  Leicester,  before  the 
Hon«  Sir  E»  Eichards,  of  being  concerned  in  the  attempt  to  shoot 
•  John  Asher,  at  Loughborough.  John  Blackbome,  of  Lamblej, 
and  William  Burton,  two  accomplices,  were  the  chief  witnesses 
against  them.  The  former  of  the  two  acknowledged  that  it  was 
himself  who  fired  at  Asher,  without  the  connivance  or  consent  of 
any  of  the  rest 

About  half-past  five  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  April  17th, 
the  condemned  men,  with  the  exception  of  Clarke  and  Watson, 
who  were  reprieved,  were  removed  from  the  County  Qaol,  in  a 
covered  cart,  escorted  by  a  squadron  of  Hussars,  to  the  JTew  Bride- 
well, adjoining  the  Infirmary,  where  they  immediately  proceeded 
to  prayer  and  continued  very  devoutly  engaged  the  greater  part 
of  the  morning.  Abouttwelveo'clock  they  made  their  appearance 
on  the  platform,  chained  together  by  the  wrist  Savidge  was 
placed  first,  Mitchell  second,  Amos  thurd,  Towle  fourth,  Crowther 
fifth.  Withers  sixth,  and  Babington  or  Beavington  (executed  fcnr 
setting  fire  to  a  stack  of  oats)  seventh.  After  bowilig  to  the  vast 
number  of  persons  assembled,  Savidge,  Amos,  and  Babington 
shortly  addressed  them.  Mitchell  wished  to  read  a  paper,  but 
was  not  permitted.  Amos  then  invited  the  crowd  to  join  them  in 
singing  a  hymn,  which  he  gave  out,  two  lines  at  a  time,  in  an 
audible  and  distinct  manner,  and  was  joined  therein  by  the  others 
with  equally  distinct  voices. 

The  last  offices  of  devotion  being  concluded,  Mr.  Musson 
and  the  executioner  proceeded  to  adjust  the  ropes,  during  which 
the  prisoners  shook  hands  with  each  other,  and  bade  &rewell  to 
several  friends  whom  they  recognised,  throwing  to  each  some 
oranges,  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  giveu  to  their  chil- 
dren, <Scc.  Having  shaken  hands  with  the  High  Sheriff,  clergyman, 
gaoler,  <&c.,  Amos,  at  about  half-past  twelve,  gave  a  signal  by 
stamping  his  foot,  when  the  fatal  board  fell,  and  they  were 
launched  into  eternity. 

Savidge  was  a  fine,  tall,  well-dressed,  sensible-looking  man, 
and  appeared  to  be  offering  up  his  prayers  with  great  earnestness 
'^en  he  was  tied  up.  Mitchell,  a  well-made,  bold-looking,  well- 
dvessed  man,  did  not  appear  quite  so  devout    He  assia^  in 
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1817  adjusting  Savidge's  rope,  as  well  as  his  own,  with  an  unexampled 
ooolness.  Amos,  a  tall,  strong,  decently-dressed  man,  witnessed 
his  fate  with  a  smile  upon  his  countenance,  and  seemed  to  be  a 
man  possessing  great  strength  of  mind.  Towle,  a  fresh-looking 
youth,  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  agitation  until  the  cap  was  pulled 
over  his  face,  when  he  seemed  much  affected.  Crowther  also 
seemed  much  agitated  towards  the  last,  as  did  Withers  a  little. 

A  troop  of  Hussars  were  in  attendance,  and  we  understand 
the  Yeomanry  Cavalry  were  also  in  readiness,  in  case  any  attempt 
at  rescue  or  disorder  diould  have  been  made ;  but  the  whole  passed 
over  without  any  interruption. 

The  bodies  were  placed  in  sheUs,  and  brought  to  Nottingham 
for  interment^  where  they  arrived  on  Friday  morning  about 
three  o'clock.  Mitchell,  Amos,  Withers,  and  Crowther  were 
interred  in  St.  Mary's  churchyard ;  the  former  at  about  five  in 
the  morning,  the  tlu'ee  latter  about  five  in  the  afternoon.  Savidge 
was  interred  in  the  New  Burying-ground,  about  the  same  hour  as 
the  latter.  Towle  was  taken  to  Chilwell,  where  his  friends 
resided.  Savidge,  aged  39  years,  left  a  wife  and  five  children ; 
Amos,  aged  30  years,  a  wife  and  five  children ;  Mitchell,  aged  29 
years,  immarried ;  Withers,  aged  33  years,  a  wife  and  one  child ; 
Crowther,  aged  40  years,  a  wife  and  five  children ;  these  were 
natives  of  Nottingham :  and  Towle,  aged  22  years,  a  wife  and 
one  child,  a  native  of  ChilwelL 

Of  the  seventeen  Luddites  engaged  in  the  attack  on  Messrs. 
Heathcoat  and  Boden's  factory  seven  were  executed.  The  in- 
formers, Blackbome  and  Burton,  were  sent  by  Government,  with 
a  grant  of  land,  as  emigrants  to  Nova  Scotia;  Clark,  Watson, 
and  Slater  were  transported  to  Australia ;  and  Disney  died  at 
Sheepshed,  in  August,  1850.  The  escape  of  Disney  wa§  a  very 
narrow  one.  A  large  reward  was  offered  for  his  apprehension, 
but  he  contrived  to  evade  all  the  vigilance  of  the  poUce,  though 
many  times  very  hard  pressed  for  shelter.  On  one  occasion,  bo  cer- 
tain were  his  pursuers  that  they  were  close  upon  him,  yet  could 
not  discover  him,  that  they  kept  watch  upon  a  certain  spot  for 
nearly  three  whole  days  and  nights,  during  which  time  their  object 
lay  concealed  under  the  litter  of  a  dunghill.  At  length  the  watch 
was  given  up,  and  Disney,  almost  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  escaped 
from  his  hiding  place  and  reached  a  situation  of  greater  security. 
After  several  years'  concealment  in  different  parts  and  places, 
and  passing  through  various  trials  and  occupations,  a  pardon  was 
obtained  for  him  through  the  strenuous  mediation  of  C.  M. 
Philips,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Leicestershire. 

Some  of  those  who  took  a  decided  part  in  secret  in  collecting 
funds  for  the  promoters  of  Luddism,  afterwards  rose  to  station 
and  opulence.  Had  there  been  no  funds  raised  to  encourage  the 
practical  Ned  Ludds,  it  is  evident  there  would  have  been  very 
little  destruction  of  machinery ;  for  the  actual  perpetntom  weq§ 
animated  as  much  by  the  hope  of  peof^iarr '  .tiia> 
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mistaken  idea  that  they  were  benefiting  trade.  For  "  the  Lough-  AoI7 
borough  job/'  as  they  called  it,  the  men  were  to  receive  £100,  and 
one  of  the  survivors  afterwards  stated  that  some  of  Mr.  Heath- 
coat's  own  men,  as  well  as  many  of  those  employed  by  Lacey,  a 
rival  manufacturer  in  the  same  town,  not  only  subscribed  money, 
but  first  suggested  the  idea  of  breaking  five  or  six  machines,  Mr. 
Heathcoat  having  recently  greatly  reduced  their  wages. 

ApriL — A  petition,  very  numerously  and  respectably  signed, 
imploring  the  Prince  Regent  to  exercise  the  Royal  prerogative  in 
&vour  of  the  men  condemned  at  Leicester  was  taken  to  London 
by  Mr.  Gravenor  Henson  and  Mr.  W.  Robinson.  They  thought  it 
advisable,  previous  to  calling  at  Lord  Sidmouth's  office,  to  wait 
upon  a  gentleman  of  influence,  to  second  their  exertions.  This 
Henson  agreed  to  do  himself,  and  Robinson  was  to  wait  for  hiB 
return  in  St  James's  Park.  They  had  no  sooner  separated,  than 
a  Crown  officer  took  Henson  into  custody.  Robinson  waited 
about  three  hours  for  his  companion,  but  in  vain.  He  then 
returned- to  their  inn,  and  learnt  that  an  officer,  in  company  with 
a  gentleman  from  Nottingham,  had  been  there  while  he  was 
waiting  in  the  Park,  and  had  seized  Henson's  box  and  papers,  he 
having  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  high  treason.  The  unlucky 
Gravenor  was  lodged  in  Coldbath-fields  prison,  where  he  was  con- 
fined seven  months  as  a  State  prisoner,  and  then  liberated  on  his 
own  recognizances  to  appear  again  when  called  on.  He  was 
taken  on  one  occasion  bdtore  Lords  Sidmouth  and  Castlereagh 
and  the  law  officers  of  the  Government,  and  underwent  a  long 
and  rigid  examination. 

June  23,  24,  &  25. — A  grand  cricket  match,  for  500  guineas, 
between  twenty-two  of  the  Nottingham  club  and  eleven  of  all 
England,  was  played  on  the  Forest  ground.  On  the  side  of  all 
England  the  players  were,  G.  Osbaldeston,  Esq.,  M.P.  (who  did 
not  succeed  in  scoring  a  notch  in  either  innings).  Lord  Frederick 
Beauclerk,  E.  Budd,  Esq.,  and  Bennett,  Bentley,  Beldham,  Hollo- 
way,  Lambert,  Howard,  Shearman,  and  Slater.  Nottingham  was 
represented  by  Dennis,  Hopkin,  Clark,  Britain,  Henson,  Thorpe, 
Leeson,  T.  Warsop,  R.  Jeffiries,  Pacey,  R.  Warsop,  G.  Smith, 
Holmes,  Bramley,  W.  Hewitt,  T.  Hewitt,  W.  Warsop,  Foster, 
W.  Jeffries,  Brewster,  Hudson,  and  Chapman.  The  result  was, 
that  our  townsmen  scored  a\)  and  98,  and  their  opponents,  who 
had  confidently  anticipated  an  easy  victory,  53  and  65.  The 
highest  number  of  runs  was  by  Smith,  who  scored  29. 

t/Wy  25. — Charles  Rotherham,  of  Sheffield,  aged  33  years, 
was  arraigned  at  the  County  Hall,  before  the  Hon.  Sir  John 
Bayley,  on  a  charge  of  wilfully  murdering  a  yoimg  woman,  named 
Elizabeth  Shepherd,  on  the  7th  of  July.  To  this  charge  he  at 
first  pleaded  guilty,  but  was  afterwards  prevailed  upon  by  the 
Judge  to  submit  to  a  trial. 
8  It  came  out  in  evidence,  that  the  murdered  girl  left  her 
motber^s  house  at  Papplewick,  between  twelve  and  one  at  noon. 
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1817  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Mansfield,  to  seek  for  a  place  in  ser- 
vice. She  had  on  a  pair  of  shoes  that  were  new  the  Sunday 
hefore,  and  had  with  her  a  light  coloured  cotton  umbreUa.  At 
ax,  she  was  seen  to  leave  Mansfield  on  her  return  home,  and  early 
the  next  morning  her  body  was  found  in  a  ditch  by  the  roadside, 
about  fifty  yards  to  the  south  of  the  third  milestone.  Her  skull 
was  horribly  fractured,  and  a  large  hedgestake  lay  near  the  body. 
This  was  produced  in  court,  and  being  nearly  five  feet  in  length, 
and  clotted  with  blood  at  the  upper  end,  a  thrill  of  horror  ran 
through  the  spectators.  The  victim  was  a  finely  formed  young 
woman  only  seventeen  years  of  age. 

It  was  proved  that  Rotherham  was  seen  drinking  at  the 
Hut  soon  after  the  supposed  time  of  the  murder,  and  that  he 
slept  during  the  night  at  the  Three  Crowns  inn,  Redhill,  where  he 
had  offered  the  girl's  shoes  and  umbrella  for  sale,  but  not  meeting 
with  a  purchaser,  had  left  the  former  in  his  bedroom  when  he  went 
away  at  seven  the  next  morning.     He  sold  the  imibrella  at  Bunny. 

Mr.  R  Barnes,  of  this  town,  being  ordered  in  pursuit,  tracked 
the  prisoner  as  far  as  Loughborough,  where  he  apprehended  him. 
On  the  Wednesday  foUowing,  he  had  to  take  him  to  attend  the 
Coroner's  inquisition  at  Sutton-in-Ashfield,  and  on  returning  to 
Nottingham  prisoner  made  a  full  confession  of  his  guilt  As  they 
passed  the  place  where  the  deed  was  perpetrated  he  pointed  to  it, 
and  a  little  further  on,  on  the  opposite  side,  was  the  hedge  from 
which  he  drew  the  stake.  He  added,  he  could  not  tell  what 
possessed  him  at  the  moment ;  he  never  spoke  to  the  woman,  but 
the  instant  he  overtook  her,  he  struck  her  on  the  head,  and 
repeated  the  blows  until  she  was  lifeless.  He  then  turned  her 
pocket  inside  out,  but  not  finding  anything  in  it, he  cut  open  her  stays 
in  front,  in  expectation  of  discovering  money  in  concealment,  but 
the  search  being  in  vain,  he  was  obliged  to  be  content  with  her 
shoes  and  umbrella — ^the  very  things  inrhich  led  to  his  detection. 

Being  of  course  pronounced  guilty,  he  was  hung  on  the  28th, 
at  Gallows-hill.  The  body  was  taken  to  the  County  Hall,  and 
after  the  surgeons  had  performed  their  duty,  was  exposed  to  public 
view  in  the  Nisi  Prius  Court.  Ultimately,  it  was  buried  at  the 
back  of  St  Mary's  church. 

Rotherham  had  been  apprenticed  to  a  scissors-grinder  but  en- 
listing in  the  army,  had  served  twelve  years  as  a  driver  in  the 
Artillery.  In  this  capacity,  he  had  been  in  Egypt,  and  at  Maida, 
Giudad  Rodrigo,  Badajoz,  Salamanca,  and  Toulouse. 

To  perpetuate  the  recollection  of  this  tragedy,  Mr.  Anthony 
Buckles  and  other  gentlemen  of  Mansfield  erected  a  stone  on  the 
site  of  its  occurrence.  It  had  a  neat  appearance,  having  four 
sides  worked  in  panels,  with  an  ornament  on  the  top,  and  standing 
on  a  pedestal  It  bore  the  subjoined  inscription : — *'  This  stone 
was  erected  in  memory  of  Elizabeth  Shepherd,  of  Papplewick,  who 
was  murdered  by  Charles  Rotherham,  near  this  place,  on  the  7th 
of  July,  1817,  aged  17  yean." 
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Augu9i  3. — ^A  very  unseemly  and  indecent  oonteftt  took  pkoe  1B17 
this  day  (Sunday)  in  the  General  Baptist  chapel,  Stoney-street, 
between  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith,  and  a  portion  of  the 
members  of  the  church  for  the  possession  of  the  pulpit^  which 
ultimately  led  to  a  disruption  of  the  church.  Mr.  Smith  and  his 
supporters  afterwards  removed  to  the  chapel  they  built  in  Broad- 
street;  and  the  Key.  Wm.  Pickering  became  the  minister  at 
Stoney-street 

August, — Messrs.  Heathcoat  and  Boden  entertaining  an 
opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  Loughborough  had  extended  a 
greater  amount  of  sympathy  to  the  Luddites  than  was  consistent 
with  a  due  regard  to  their  interests,  removed  their  machinery  and 
manufacture  to  Tiverton,  in  Devonshire. 

Mr.  John  Heathcoat,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  laoe 
manufacturers  in  the  country,  was  a  native  of  Long  Whatt<m, 
Leicestershire.  At  the  age  of  14,  he  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  W. 
Shepherd,  a  maker  of  Derby-rib  stockings,  in  the  adjoining  village 
of  Hathem.  When  quite  young,  he  married  a  widow,  Ami 
Chamberlain,  the  sister  of  Mr.  Samuel  CSauldwell,  a  master  frame- 
smith  of  local  celebrity.  It  was  probably  in  consequence  of  this 
circumstance  that  Mr.  Heathcoat  also  learnt  to  be  ''a  setter- 
up/'  practising  in  Nottingham  and  other  places  with  great 
ability. 

Cauldwell  employed  a  journeyman  named  Thomas  Hancock^ 
whose  wife  being  a  native  of  Northamptonshire,  had  acquired  the 
art  of  making  bone  or  cushion  lace.  She  had  brought  the  instru- 
ments of  her  vocation  to  Hathem,  and  made  cap  borders,  <fec.,  for 
any  person  who  chose  to  employ  her.  Mr.  Heathcoat  saw  her  at 
work,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  making  a  somewhat  similar  falnic 
by  machinery  ;  and  after  several  years  6tudy,  brought  his  design 
to  a  practical  issue,  at  Loughborough,  about  the  year  1806. 
Subsequently,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Charles  Lacey,  of  Notting- 
ham, he  obtained  letters  patent  for  his  invention,  llie  result  was^ 
that  he  rose  rapidly  in  wealth  and  influence,  and  was  for  many 
years  the  colleague  of  Lord  Palmerston  in  the  representation  of 
Tiverton. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Barber  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  A.  T.  Fellows  and  Mr.  C.  Huish,  Sherifls. 

October, — ^The  Rev.  Creorge  Wilkins,  D.D.,  presented  to  the 
vicarage  of  St.  Mary's,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  G. 
Hutchinson* 

November  7. — Execution  of  Jeremiah  Brandreth,  aUaa  Jdin 
Coke,  William  Turner,  and  Lnac  Ludlam,  for  high  treason. 

These  men  were  Uie  victims  of  an  odious  system  of  espionage^ 
and  the  crime  for  which  they  suffered  was  occasioned  and  fomented 
in  a  great  measure  by  an  infamous  man  named  Oliver,  who  was 
employed  by  the  Sidmouth-Castlereagh  (Government,  as  an  agent 
or  spy  in  the  north-midland  districts.  The  contemptible  insurrec- 
tion which  the  three  victims  headed  originated  amongst  the  labour- 
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1817  ing  population  of  Pentridge,  South  Wingfield,  and  Wingfield  Park, 
in  Derbyshii'e,  a  district  that  would  be  little  likely  to  become  the 
focus  of  treason  and  rebellion,  the  population  being  generally  well 
disposed.  How  they  became  the  instruments  of  villany  it  is 
difficult  to  Ktate.  It  is  true,  there  was  to  some  extent  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  existing  state  of  things,  owing  to  great  distress  and 
the  recent  enactment  of  a  prohibitive  com  law ;  but  not  sufficient 
to  account  for  overt  acts  of  rebellion.  It  was  however  fully 
•ascertained  that  they  were  deluded  by  men  who  were  in  corres- 
pondence with  Oliver,  and  who  were  consequently  his  dupes. 

Jeremiah  Brandreth,  better  known  by  the  name  of  ''the 
Nottingham  Captain,"  has  been  described  as  one  of  those  original 
characters  for  whom  nature  has  done  much,  and  education  nothing. 
Of  his  parents  or  early  habits  little  is  known,  though  it  is  stated 
he  was  a  native  of  Wilford.  He  had  been  in  the  army,  and  had 
resided  subsequently,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  at  Sutton- 
in-Ashfield.  His  figure  and  countenance  would  have  formed  a  fit 
subject  for  the  pencil  of  Salvator  Rosa,  and  would  not  have  been 
imsuitable  for  a  prominent  position  in  a  group  of  mountain 
banditti.  His  age' was  not  more  than  twenty-six ;  yet  he  possessed 
an  influence  of  command  and  resolution,  almost  irresistible  to  men 
of  less  firmness.  His  eyes  were  black  and  piercing,  and  his  whole 
face  indicated  a  character  of  daring  intrepidity  and  decision  of  no 
ordinary  kind.  The  associates  of  this  man  were  less  remarkable. 
William  Turner  lived  in  South  Wingfield,  and  was  in  decent 
circumstances  and  well  respected ;  his  age  was  46  years.  Isaac 
Ludlam,  whose  age  was  52  years,  had  also  possessed  the  esteem  of 
his  neighbours  :  he  had  been  the  owner  by  inheritance  of  a  small 
property,  and  had  rented  several  farms ;  but  speculating  impru- 
dently had  lost  everything,  and  in  an  evil  hour  was  induced  to  join 
in  Brandreth's  desperate  attempt. 

These  insurgents  acted  under  a  complete  illusion.  Formal 
statements  of  the  numbers  of  the  disaffected  were  given  to  them 
by  the  tools  of  Oliver,  as  well  as  of  the  quantities  of  arms  and 
stores  with  the  "  provisional  government,"  the  members  of  which 
were  to  declare  themselves  tbe  moment  the  people  came  out. 
Oliver  himself,  whose  head-quarters  when  in  Nottingham  was  the 
Blackmoor's  Head  inn,  had  been  heard  to  say,  when  assembled  with 
Biundreth  and  a  few  others  in  a  private  room  at  the  Three 
Salmons  pnb]ic-house,  that  he  had  been  round  the  circuit  at 
Manchester  and  in  Yorksliire,  and  was  then  going  to  London 
by  way  of  Birmingham.  Eveiy  person,  he  said,  was  completely 
ready  to  rise,  and  he  could  raise  70,000  in  London.  That  the 
people  in  London  would  not  be  satisfied  unless  Nottingham  was 
perfectly  secured,  for  it  was  the  rallying  point  for  Nottinghamshire, 
Derbyshire,  and  Leicestershire ;  and  that  if  it  was  not  seciuml 
the  passage  over  the  Trent  would  be  perfectly  stopped  to  the 
northern  forces.  They  must  proceed  forward  to  London  as  soon 
as  they  could  raise  sufficient  men  against  the  loyalista ;  and  that 
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Nottingham^  was  to  be  continually  occupied  by  northern  foroes  181T 
in  succession.  He  said  further,  "  London  is  now  quite  ripe.  I 
am  sent  down  to  see  that  all  is  ready.  They  can  hardly  be  kept 
down  in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire,  they  are  so  anxious  to  begin !" 
Such  were  the  wicked  and  extravagant  falsehoods  by  which  the 
poor  men  were  lured  into  the  very  jaws  of  destruction. 

Monday,  the  9th  of  June,  was  fixed  upon  for  ''  the  genend 
rising,''  in  the  counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  Derby,  and  Notting- 
ham. Immense  bodies  of  men,  armed  with  guns,  pikes,  and  other 
oflTensive  weapons,  were  to  have  marched  out  of  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire,  over  the  northeastwardly  side  of  Derbyshire,  and  the 
westwardly  side  of  Nottinghamshire,  into  the  town  of  Nottingham. 
They  were  to  have  forced  into  their  service  every  person  found  on 
their  march,  and  to  have  provided  further  supplies  of  arms,  par- 
ticularly guns,  which  they  were  most  in  want  of,  by  taking  them 
from  private  houses,  and  depdts  of  military  stores.  They  were  to 
have  stopped  in  Nottingham,  and  to  have  established  a  provisional 
government,  until  they  heard  of  the  success  of  similar  operationa 
in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  convention  was  then  to  be 
held  for  the  formation  of  a  national  constitution.  Such  was  the 
design :  we  have  now  to  see  how  miserably  it  failed  in  execution. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  at  nighty  Turner,  Ludlam,  and 
forty  or  fifty  associates,  from  Pentridge,  Alfreton,  and  South 
Wingfield,  armed  with  pikes  and  a  few  guns,  assembled  in  Wing- 

*  Nottingham,  iu  oommon  with  the  oonntry  at  largei  was  in  ati  unhappy  state  at  thii 
period.  The  lonf  war,  began  in  fear  and  hate  of  the  Freuch  ReTolution,  revoltiug  in  pesfoe 
when  both  the  bdligerenta  had  grown  weary  of  it,  ieft  everything,  to  nee  a  common  OMte- 
^or.  at  sixee  and  sevena  Widows,  made  widows  by  the  war,  were  pining  all  over  the  land. 
Children,  made  fotherlees  by  war,  cried  for  bread.  Disbanded  soldiers,  with  little  or  no 
provision  for  their  dvil  necessities,  covered  the  country  in  all  directionsL  The  imbecUilar  or 
profligacy  oi  tl>e  Ministry  led  than  into  measures  adverse  to  the  general  good,  but  gooa  tor 
certain  class  interests ;  and  while  war  taxee  were  rigorously  exacted  after  the  return  of 
peace,  and  while  trade  was  depressed  and  languishing,  a  law  was  passed  at  the  point  oi  Um 
DayoneA,  whose  object  was  to  Keep  up  the  price  of  com  to  an  unnatural  rate.  IH^gust  and 
dissaUsfaotion  prevailed  amongst  the  industrial  ccnnmunity ;  MinisteiB  heard  on  all  «ldet 
rumours  ot  the  hatred  and  contempt  with  which  they  were  regarded,  lliey  knew  that  Um 
discontented  in  daily  increasing  numbers  were  murmuring  at  them,  and  mocking  at  tlMlr 
measures ;  and  their  remedy  was  to  tempt  and  lead  a  few  dduded  men  into  acts  oToatnift 
and  resistance  d  authority,  and.  having  entrapped  them  in  the  act  and  fact,  hang  them, 
and  j^usibly  pass  measures  to  ke^  d«ywn  the  rest 

Though  none  of  the  insurrectionistB,  with  the  exoopti<m  of  Brandieth. ' '  the  Kotting^iea 
Captain,"  were  natives  of  this  neishbourhood,  looking  at  the  extoit  of  the  popubtion,  and 
the  spread  of  revolutionary  opinions,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  inhabitants  would 
wholly  eeoape  from  the  influence  of  the  times.  Several  arrests  of  partiee  suspected  of  baii^ 
concerned  in  treasonable  practices  were  made,  in  addition  to  that  of  Mr.  Qravenor  Henson. 
In  June,  police  ofllcers  came  down  specially  from  London  (the  Habeas  Gorpas  Aot  bttng 

Ended),  and  arrested  Francis  Ward,  a  master  silk  stocking  maker  ana  afterwards  a 
«n  in  Nottingham,  and  at  Basf ord,  John  Holmes,  William  C  iff  and  Samuel  HajiMiL 
men  were  apprehended  merely  on  suspkdon,  and  were  conveyed  in  post  ohiissg  to 
London,  where  Uiey  were  kept  in  doss  confinement  in  Coldbath-  us  Prison,  and  sobie- 
quently  in  the  County  Oad  at  Oxford,  till  the  18th  of  the  following  November.  They  wwt 
toen  liberated,  nothing  of  a  criminal  nature  being  brought  against  them. 

The  arrest  of  Yfm.  wlio  was  a  respectable  man,  led  to  an  aotot  retaliation.  Tk» 
Observer  newspaper,  vrhutb  at  that  time  enioyed  the  reputation  of  being  the  Minbtarlal 
organ,  charged  hun  with  being  associated  with  the  leaders  of  the  Oliverian  rebellion,  and  with 
betng  genendly  a  man  of  da^rarous  character,  and  having  actually  entertained  a  design  of 
storming  the  Barracks.  Mr.  Ward,  on  his  libOTation.  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Clement| 
the  proprietor,  for  damages  for  false  imputationa  Mr.  Scarlett  (afterwards  Lord  Abingen 
advooR^  his  case  at  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  December,  1819,  and  led  it  to  a  sucoeMfnl 
Issue,  the  Jury  returning  a  verdict  for  £800  damages.  Mr.  Ward  had  perhaps  acted  indlt- 
oreetiy  in  being  the  treasurer  of  the  defence  conunittees  of  the  Luddites,  and  in  mixlnr  too 
Ibeebr  with  them  at  the  time  when  the  system  was  in  its  vigour :  bat  it  is  <dMi^  •nMl 
tlM^  noTtr  mtiiMd  tlM  oppiohftan  bi^«d  iipoB  him  by  m 

U 
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1817  field  Park,  under  the  command  of  Brandreth,  who  had  been  with 
them  at  the  White  Horse,  Pentridge,  the  day  before,  drilling  them 
into  a  knowledge  of  his  plans.  Having  formed  into  order,  they 
marched  to  a  &rm-house,  where  they  expected  to  meet  with 
another  body  of  insurgents,  but  not  doing  so,  they  went  from 
house  to  house,  seizing  guns  wherever  they  could  find  them,  and 

Eressing  the  occupants  to  join  their  ranki3 :  if  the  head  of  the 
ouse  objected  to  go  with  them,  his  son,  if  he  had  one,  was  to  go 
in  his  place,  and  if  he  had  not  a  son,  they  took  his  servant  man. 
A  ffun  and  a  man  at  every  house  was  what  they  insisted  upon  having, 
and  when  they  had  secured  them,  as  they  did  in  many  instances, 
they  would  not  trust  the  gun  in  the  man's  hand,  but  gave  him  a 
pike,  and  transferred  the  gun  to  one  of  their  own  party.  After 
calling  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Thompson,  they  halted  in  one  of  his 
doses,  expecting  there  to  be  joined  by  another  division,  but  as 
it  did  not  come,  they  despatched  a  part  of  their  army,  under  the 
command  of  George  Weightman,  towards  Pentridge,  to  see  if  the 
expected  reinforcements  were  in  sight  The  main  body  proceeding 
onwards,  called  at  several  farm-houses,  and  a  Mr.  Walker  having 
delivered  up  a  brace  of  pistols,  Brandreth  stuck  them  into  his 
belt,  which  was  simply  a  leathern  apron  twisted  round  his  waist. 
At  Mrs.  Hepworth's,  on  their  arrival  at  the  house,  they  knocked 
at  the  door  and  made  a  great  noise,  but  the  widow  discharged  her 
son  and  the  two  men  servants  from  opening  it  The  result  was, 
that  a  forcible  entrance  was  made,  and  that  Brandreth  shot  Bobert 
Walters,  one  of  the  servant  men,  dead  on  the  spot  At  Mr. 
Fletcher's,  where  they  next  called,  they  were  rejoined  by  the 
detachment  headed  by  Weightman.  The  Butterley  ironworks 
were  the  next  point  of  attack,  but  Mr.  G.  Goodwin,  a  manager 
under  Mr.  Jessop,  remonstrating  with  them  very  firmly,  they 
turned  away.  At  this  point,  theii*  number,  notwithstanding 
numerous  desertions  of  pressed  men,  had  increased  to  about  one 
hundred,  and  they  mardied  away  as  they  came,  in  regular  order, 
two  and  two,  and  each  one  carrying  a  gun  or  a  pika  They  then 
b^;an  to  doubt  whether  everything  was  right  as  they  had  been  led 
to  suppose,  and  concluded  to  send  for  intelligence ;  they  therefore 
seized  the  nearest  horse  they  could  find,  and  sent  Geo.  Weightman 
with  it  to  Nottingham,  for  that  purpose. 

Codnor  was  the  next  place  to  which  the  insurgents  proceeded, 
and  here  their  numbers  were  augmented  by  recruits  from  Swan- 
wick,  Ripley,  and  the  neighbouring  places.  Again  forming  into 
rank,  they  went  on  to  Langley  Mill  Here  the  first  streaks  of 
day  were  seen  in  the  east,  and  here  many  of  the  misguided  men, 
struck  with  shame  or  fear,  dropped  to  the  rear,  or  slipped  away 
on  either  side ;  others,  however,  kept  coming  up  to  supply  their 
places,  and  the  main  body  was  now  about  two  hundred  strong. 
In  this  force  they  entered  Nottinghamshire  at  Eastwood;  aad 
halting  at  the  Sun  inn,  where  |)oor  in&tuated  Ludlam  wa«  n 
ImowBy  Mrs.  Qodber,  its  landlady,  took  him  aside  to  sa^i ' 
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Isaac !  this  will  never  do  for  thee !  Every  man  of  you  will  be  1817 
hung !  Take  my  advice :  let  me  implore  you :  stop  where  you 
are,  and  hide  you  in  our  cellar!"  "No,"  replied  Ludlam.  "Many 
of  these  starving  men  are  out  because  I  am  here  I  It  is  too  late 
to  return.  I  must  and  will  go  on !  I  would  sooner  be  hanged, 
drawn,  and  quartered,  than  deceive  and  desert  them  I  Let  me 
go !"  And  he  tore  himself  away  from  her  friendly  grasp ;  and 
calling  the  leaders  up  to  council,  urged  on  them  the  necessity 
of  advancing  at  on:ce,  if  they  meant  to  keep  their  men  together. 

At  this  juncture  Brandreth  came  up  with  Weightman,  who 
had  returned  from  Nottingham,  and  either  from  a  wish  to  deceive, 
or  from  having  received  f&lae  information,  the  courier  certainly 
revived  their  ii]fatuation  by  reporting  that  the  troops  would  not 
stir  a  foot  to  meet  them,  that  Nottingham  was  in  the  hands  of 
their  friends ;  but  if  they  intonded  them  to  keep  it»  they  must 
hasten  to  their  assistance,  and  the  day  was  their  own !  Harrahfl 
and  every  other  wild  cry  of  exultation  ran  like  a  fire  of  joy  from 
front  to  rear,  and  onward  they  again  marched. 

Leaving  the  Regenerators,  as  they  styled  themselves,  for  a 
few  moments  at  this  stage  of  tiieir  entorprice,  it  is  necessary  to 
show  what  was  the  actual  stato  of  affairs  in  the  town  tawardfl 
which  they  were  marching,  and  the  preparations  which  had  been 
made  for  their  reception.     Oliver  had  plied  his  questionable  voca- 
tion here,  but  not  with  equal  success.     His  dupes  lacked  the 
confidence  necessary  for  taking  the  field ;  and  though  there  was  a 
considerable  amount  of  disaffection  amongst  the  starving  popula- 
tion, yet,  beyond  a  little  tampering  with  the  soldiery,  and  an 
indulgence  in  several  bold  designs,  such  as  blowing  up  the  Barracks 
and  sacking  the  gunsmiths'  shops,  little  was  thought  of,  and  still 
less  attempted.     As  the  night  of  the  9th  drew  over  the  town  its 
sable  covering,  a  good  deal  of  agitation  was  observable  and  a  very 
unusual  number  of  people  thronged  the  streets,  but  most  of  them 
were  drawn  together  by  curiosity,  expecting  some  disturbance^ 
though  they  scarcely  knew  what  or  why.     The  only  actual  breach 
of  peace  of  any  consequence  took  place  on  the  Forest     Mr.  Wm, 
Roper,  who  lived  at  the  Stand,  on  the  Race-course,  states  that  he 
had  been  that  evening  at  the  house  kept  by  Mr.  Joseph  Dennis^ 
the  Duke  of  York,  Yorknstreet,  and  left  it  about  half-past  eleven, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  home,     fie  passed  a  great  many  men  in 
crossing  ihe  Forest,  and  was  cautioned  against  entering  the  Stand. 
In  one  place  there  were  about  a  hundred,  standing  in  line,  two 
deep,  and  part  of  them  armed  with  either  poles  or  pikes.     With 
great  difficulty  he  managed  to  pass  them,  and  get  into  the  Stand. 
He  then  observed  about  the  same  number  of  armed  men  form  into 
a  line  under  the  piazzais  and  shed  of  the  building.     Knocking  at 
the  door,  they  demanded  the  arms  of  which  they  supposed  the 
Stand  was  a  dep6t>  but  Roper  assuring  them  that  there  were  only 

in  his  ccuBtody,  and  that  sooner  than  give  them 
"M^'onb  Um  mt  man's  brains  who  entered  die 
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1S17  place,  the  men  after  Bome  parleying,  wiihdrew,  and  nothing 
farther  occurred.  And  this  was  all  the  foundation  there  was  for 
Weightman's  report  that  the  town  had  been  taken  1 

So  far  indeed  from  this  being  the  case,  the  authorities  were 
fully  on  the  alert,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  insurgents' 

Slans  and  movements.  Throughout  the  whole  of  Sunday,  the 
th,  until  a  late  hour  of  night,  and  during  Monday  and  the  night 
following,  the  town  magistrates  sat  at  the  Police  Office  without 
intermission,  to  receive  communications  and  act  accordingly, 
fibeoial  constables  were  enrolled  in  great  numbers,  and  the  15th 
Hussars,  at  the  Barracks,  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  act  at  a 
moment's  notice.  The  county  magistrates  were  also  assembled  in 
oondave,  and  the  95th  Kegiment  of  Foot,  and  the  Holme  and 
Newark  troops  of  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  were  on  duty  close  at  hand. 
And  as  if  this  formidable  force  were  not  sufficient,  the  Leicester- 
shire Yeomanry  were  up  in  readiness  to  reach  Nottingham  on  a 
very  short  notice,  by  forced  marches. 

Information  of  the  entrance  of  the  insurgents  into  the  county 
was  conveyed  to  the  Police  Office  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning, 
by  Colonel  BoUeston,  of  Watnall,  who,  having  ridden  out  on 
horseback,  and  ascertained  that  considerable  alarm  prevailed  at 
Eastwood,  and  that  men  in  bodies  were  out  with  pikes,  thought  it 
his  duty  to  gallop  over  to  Nottingham.  Securing  the  assistance 
of  C.  G.  Mundy,  Esq.,  one  of  the  county  justices,  and  of  eighteen 
Hussars,  commanded  by  Captain  Phillips  and  several  officers,  he 
immediately  returned,  to  endeavour  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
r^bel  f orcea 

In  the  meantime  a  great  change  had  come  over  the  fortunes 
of  the  ill  &ted  expedition.  The  cheers  that  burst  forth  on  the 
wicked  announcement  that  Nottingham  was  secured  had  scarcely 
died  away,  ere  a  deep  feeling  of  anxiety  on  the  i&ce  of  Weight- 
man,  and  rumours  of  the  military  having  been  sent  for,  again 
engmidered  distrust  and  doubt.  Everything  began  to  look  dis- 
couraging. Bain  in  heavy  showers  cooled  their  ardour,  people 
everywhere  dinned  in  their  ears  the  unpleasant  idea  that  they 
were  going  with  halters  round  their  necks,  and  it  demanded  con- 
tinual doses  of  eloquence  from  their  leaders,  and  strong  potations 
of  ale  at  every  public-house  they  came  near,  to  keep  them  at  all 
together. 

A  very  few  seconds  more  utterly  dissipated  whatever  hope 
even  the  most  sanguine  of  the  insurgents  might  have  cherished. 
Many  slunk  away,  all  looked  jaded  with  mental  and  bodily  fatigue, 
some  sleepy,  others  stupefied  with  too  much  beer ;  and  it  required 
all  the  sternness  of  Brandreth,  and  all  his  powers  of  command, 
his  taunts  and  jeers  and  fleers  and  burning  indignation,  and  all 
his  old  invective  against  tyrants,  to  get  them  to  preserve  any 
semblance  whatever  of  marching  order.  John  Bacon,  their  mo^ 
violent  orator,  and  some  other  leaders  had  disappeaveH  * 
feluctantly,  at  f^  funeral  pace,  the^  took  their  wa^  oi 
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mon,  their  ranks  dwindling  at  every  lane  and  gate  they  came  near,  1817 
tUl  on  surmounting  the  highest  point,  called  Hill  Top,  their  num- 
ber had  shrunk  to  about  forty ;  and  to  their  dismay,  the  first 
thing  they  saw,  was  a  glimpse  in  the  far  distance  of  what  their 
fears  had  most  dreaded,  the  Hussars  riding  rapidly  towards  them. 
In  vain  did  Brandreth  try  to  rally  his  disorganised  forces,  and 
call  upon  them  to  meet  the  attack  of  the  "  dastardly  soldiers :" 
dropping  their  pikes,  pitchforks,  and  guns,  they  took  to  their 
beds,  and  fled  most  hastily  in  eveiy  direction  but  that  in  which 
the  Hussars  were  coming. 

The  men  were  actively  pursued,  and  between  Kimberley  and 
Langley  MUl,  Ck)lonel  Kolleston  and  liie  soldiers  with  him  succeeded 
in  apprehending  about  thirty.  Securing  them  in  a  waggon  and 
cart,  along  with  a  quantity  of  pikes  and  guns  found  on  the  road, 
at  six  o'clock  p.m.  they  were  lodged  in  the  County  €kM>l.  In  the 
course  of  the  next  two  or  three  days,  others  of  the  deluded  insur- 
gents were  arrested,  and  taken  to  Derby. 

Brandreth  managed  to  elude  his  pursuers  longer  than  most  of 
them.  On  the  desertion  of  his  men,  he  left  the  highway,  and 
proceeding  over  hedge  and  ditch,  secreted  his  gun  in  the  fence  of 
a  field  occupied  by  Mr.  Green,  of  ELimberley.  Alter  a  variety  of 
narrow  escapes,  he  was  concealed  at  Bulwell,  by  an  acquaintance 
named  Sansom,  until  a  reward  of  £50  was  offered  for  his  discovery, 
when  it  is  understood  he  was  betrayed  by  his  treacherous  friend, 
who  informed  Colonel  Bolleston  of  his  place  of  concealment  The 
result  was,  that  two  gamekeepers  were  sent  to  Sansom's  houae^ 
under  the  pretence  of  searching  for  snares,  and  Brandreth  was 
seized. 

In  the  month  of  October  following,  the  prisoners  were 
arraigned  at  Derby,  by  virtue  of  a  special  commission,  before  Sir 
R  Richards,  Sir  R.  Dallas,  Sir  C.  Abbott,  and  Sir  G.  Holroyd, 
Knt&  Mr.  Cross  and  Mr.  Denman  appeared  as  their  counsel 
After  protracted  trials,  the  result  was  as  follows : — Brandreth, 
Turner,  Ludlam,  George  Weightman,  and  nineteen  others  (whose 
sentences  were  subsequently  commuted  into  transportation),  were 
left  for  execution  as  traitors.  The  rest  were,  to  their  gi'eat 
astonishment,  liberated. 

Weightman  was  sufficiently  fortunate  to  receive  a  reprieve, 
but  the  others  suffered  the  extremity  of  the  law  on  the  day  already 
intimated.  The  scaffold  was  erected  in  Nuns-green,  and  was 
guarded  by  a  strong  detachment  of  the  Enniskillen  Dragoons, 
special  constables,  and  javelinmen.  While  the  ropes  were  being 
adjusted,  the  men  attributed  their  position  to  Oliver,  Castlereagh, 
and  the  Government  Turner  and  Ludlam  displayed  considerable 
emotion,  but  Brandreth  was  perfectly  composed.  His  black  beard, 
which  he  had  suffered  to  grow  in  prison,  looked  very  frightful  be- 
low the  white  cap  drawn  over  his  face. 

After  hanging  about  half-an-hour,  at  one  o'clock  the  bodies 
Af^^*^  ^  Uook  aud  two  axes  having;  been  produced| 
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1817  and  bags  of  sawdust  emptied  upon  the  stage,  that  of  Brandreth 
was  first  brought  forward  to  undergo  decapitation.  In  extending 
it  on  the  bench  or  block,  the  chin  caught  upon  a  cog,  which  turned 
up  the  ftkce,  and  made  it  appear  as  though  the  eyes  of  the  Not- 
tingham Captain,  which  were  wide  open,  were  fixed  upon  the 
assembled  thousands.  The  first  blow  not  being  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  and  seeming  feebler  than  it  actually  was,  provoked  an 
almost  general  hiss  and  groan.  The  assistant,  however,  with  a 
large  carving  knife,  instantly  completed  what  had  not  been 
accomplished  by  the  axe.  The  head  fell  into  the  basket,  and  the 
hangman  seizing  it  by  the  hair,  held  it  up  to  the  view  of  the 
multitude.  He  stepped  with  it  to  the  left,  to  the  right,  and  to 
the  front  of  the  scafibld,  holding  it  up,  and  exclaiming  at  each 
place,  '<  Behold  the  head  of  the  traitor,  Jeremiah  Brandreth !" 
The  head  and  trunk  were  placed  in  a  coffin  close  at  hand,  and  then 
the  bodies  of  Turner  and  Ludlam  were  operated  upon  in  a  similar 
way.  The  three  were  buried  the  same  afternoon,  in  one  deep 
grave  in  St.  Werburgh's  church-yard. 

The  wretch,  Oliver,  finding  that  England  and  Englishmen 
would  not  bear  his  society,  emigrated  with  a  Government  grant 
to  the  Cape  colony,  where  he  assumed  a  different  name,  and  died 
in  great  poverty  and  suffering. 

November  19. — This  (Wednesday)  being  the  day  on  which  the 
remains  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princees  Charlotte  Augusta 
were  consigned  to  the  tomb,  there  was  a  complete  suspension  of 
business,  and  a  predominant  moumfulness,  more  general  and  sin- 
cere than  can  be  remembered  from  any  similar  event.  With  the 
usual  exception  of  those  belonging  to  the  Friends,  every  shop  was 
closed  throughout  the  day,  the  bells  were  tolled,  Divine  service 
was  held  in  all  the  churches  and  chapels,  and  the  pulpits,  &c., 
hung  in  black. 


1818. 

1818  F^ntiary  4. — At  a  public  meeting  of  the  gentry  of  the  town 

and  neighbourhood,  Mr.  J.  H.  Barber  in  the  chair,  it  was  resolved 
to  establish  the  Nottingham  Savings  Bank.  The  first  directors 
were,  Messrs.  Barber,  F.  Wakefield,  H.  Smith,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Gill, 
J.  Bakewell,  B.  Maddock,  J.  R.  Scales,  W.  Gibson,  T.  Wakefield, 
H.  Enfield,  J.  Mills,  T.  Crowther,  W.  Bumside,  and  R  Staveley. 
March. — Sir  William  Garrow,  Knt.,  presided  at  the  Crown 
Assize  Courts,  and  an  unusual  number  of  prisouera  wei*e  condemned 
to  death.  Their  names  and  offences  were  as  follows  : — Lucy  Wain, 
aged  40  years,  for  uttering  a  counterfeit  shilling  to  Ann  Pamham, 
in  Nottingham  Market-place,  in  payment  for  half-a-pound  of  but- 
ter. Samuel  Reynolds,  aged  20  years,  for  stealing  a  mare  at 
Shelford,  the  property  of  a  farmer  named  Allwood.  Wm.  Goode, 
aged  16  years,  for  stealing  a  kerseymere  scarf,  from  the  shop  of 
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Mr.  Robert  Cooke,  of  this  town.  William  Cooper,  aged  18  years,  1^18 
and  James  Forrest,  aged  19  years,  for  burglariously  entering  the 
dwelling-house  of  William  Stubbs,  at  Bingham.  Wm.  Plowright, 
aged  39  years,  and  James  Feagon,  aged  36  years,  for  stealing  a 
sheep,  belonging  to  L.  Williamson,  of  Bridgford.  John  Oxley, 
aged  32  yeai-s,  for  breaking  into  the  dwelling-house  of  James 
Dove,  of  Broadholme.  Thomas  Hayes,  aged  28  years,  for  ooDqh 
mitting  a  burglary  at  Norwell.  William  Moore,  aged  27  years, 
for  a  burglary  at  Upton.  And  William  Mandeyille,  aged  22 
years,  and  George  Needham,  aged  21  years,  for  burglariously  en- 
tering the  dwelling-house  of  Samuel  Hough,  at  Burton  Joyce,  and 
stealing  therefrom  various  articles  of  wearing  apparel  Mandeville 
was  also  found  guilty  of  stealing  leather  from  the  premises  of 
Cecil  Bichardson,  of  Thurgarton ;  and  his  associate,  Needham,  of 
a  robbery  at  Newark.  Excepting  these  two,  the  whole  of  the  con^ 
victs  were  subsequently  reprieved. 

Needham  was  a  native  of  Newark,  and  had  been  in  the  ser- 
vice of  a  clergyman. of  that  town,  but  being  detected  in  opening  a 
letter  and  abstracting  money  therefrom,  his  master  obliged  iiim  to 
enter  the  Marines.  Deserting,  and  returning  to  this  part  of  the 
country,  he  abandoned  himself  completely  to  the  most  vicious  pro- 
pensities, and  committed  numerous  robbmes.  Mandeville  was  a 
native  of  Carlton-le-Moor,  and  had  been  in  agricultural  service 
until  about  the  time  of  Needham's  return,  when  they  became 
companions  in  vice,  and  extended  the  sphere  of  their  depredatioiiB 
to  Nottingham  and  various  parts  of  the  county. 

They  were  hanged  on  the  3rd  of  April.  Mandeville  appeared 
sincerely  contrite,  but  his  companion  was  as  hardened  and  insezb- 
sible  as  can  well  be  conceived. 

April  22« — Opening  of  Salem  chapel.  Barker-gate.  This 
erection  cost  about  £2,000.  It  was  built  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  Mr.  William  Butcher,  a  retired  tradesman  of  this  town, 
who  preached  without  pecuniary  reward,  until  incapacitated  by 
advanced  age.  Subsequently,  Mr.  James  Orange  was  ordained  to 
the  office  of  minister,  but  the  attendants  at  the  place,  who  were 
Independents,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  him,  and  a  debt  of  £900 
pressing  down  their  energies,  the  cause  was  abandoned.  After 
being  in  the  occupation  of  a  body  now  extinct,  known  as  Arminian 
Methodists,  the  place  was  sold  in  1839,  for  the  sum  of  £824,  to 
Messrs.  Jonathan  Hine  and  James  Wallis.  These  gentlemen 
effected  considerable  improvements  in  the  interior,  and  transferred 
the  use  of  the  place  to  a  section  of  Baptists  styling  themselves 
"  New  Testament  Disciples,"  in  whose  possession  it  still  remains. 

May, — From  the  12th  to  the  end  of  the  month,  the  town  was 
enlivened  by  the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  three  candidates 
in  the  Whig  interest  canvassing  the  town  simultaneously,  in 
anticipation  of  a  general  election.  Mr.  Denman  was  the  first  i& 
the  field,  and  his  committee  established  their  head-quarters  at  Mr« 
Orane'sy  the  Feathers  tavern,  under  the  Exchange.    Mr.  Biroh 
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1818  came  next,  and  his  supporters  organized  a  committee  at  the  lion 
hotel.  lAstlj,  came  Lord  Rancliffe,  the  sitting  member,  and  his 
committee  met  at  the  Black  Boy  inn.  Mr.  Smith  had  announced 
his  resignation,  but  no  candidate  in  the  opposite  interest  had  yet 
oome  forward  It  appearing,  however,  that  the  past  exertions  of 
Mr.  Birch  and  the  noble  Lord  gave  them  the  first  claim  to  the 
consideration  of  their  party,  Mr.  Denman,  though  he  had  received 
a  very  flattering  reception,  thought  it  best  to  withdraw. 

JwM  17. — ^Nomination  of  candidates  at  the  Exchange  HalL 
J.  Fellows,  Esq.,  advanced  the  claims  of  Lord  Ranclilfe,  seconded 
by  Wm.  Howitt,  Esq.,  of  Mansfield.  Mr.  Alderman  Allen  and 
T.  C.  Smith,  Esq.,  proposed  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.  The  only  Tory 
candidate,  Thomas  Assheton  Smith,  Esq.,  was  nominated  by  Dr. 
Storer  and  Francis  ELardwick,  Esq.,  neither  of  whom,  however, 
could  obtain  a  hearing.  The  show  of  hands  was  declared  in  favour 
of  the  Whigs,  and  a  poll  was  immediately  proceeded  with,  in  a 
booth  in  the  Market-place.  The  numbers  at  the  close  of  the  tenth 
day's  polling  were  as  follows : — Mr.  Birch  2228,  Lord  BanclifTe 
1863,  Mr.  Smith  1840 ;  majority  for  Lord  Rancliffe,  23. 

This  contest  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  on  record,  and  both 
sides  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  possible  extents  It  was 
attended  by  a  great  amount  of  drunkenness  and  disorder,  break- 
ing of  windows,  blue  and  yellow  fights  in  the  streets,  intimidationi 
and  other  party  animosities.  At  the  close.  Lord  Rancliffe,  Mr* 
Birch,  and  Mr.  Denman  addressed  the  electors  from  a  window, 
and  the  public  chairing  immediately  followed.  About  three 
hundred  of  the  Whig  electors  afterwards  dined  together  in  the 
Exchange  Hall.  The  Mayor  presided,  and  the  successful  candi- 
dates, and  Mr.  R.  Hopper,  Mr.  Alderman  Barber,  Mr.  Hurst, 
and  Mr.  Wilcockson  were  the  principal  speakers. 

Whilst  these  signs  of  rejoicing  were  being  indulged  in  by  one 
party,  the  leaders  of  the  other  resolved  to  petition  Parliament,  as 
soon  as  the  session  might  open,  for  a  scrutiny.  In  the  meantime, 
so  confidently  did  they  anticipate  a  favourable  issue,  they  put  on 
all  the  outward  manifestations  of  victory,  and  the  town  presented 
the  remarkable  spectacle  of  both  blue  and  yellow  fetes  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  same  event.  The  Tory  party  had  a  very  expensive  ball 
at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  and  a  grand  public  dinner  at  the  Castle, 
besides  numerous  smaller  festivities ;  and  the  yellows,  determining 
to  be  equally  spirited,  got  up  an  elegant  ball  at  the  Exchange, 
and  joined  in  various  public  dinners  and  tea  partie& 

The  petition,  signed  by  John  Elliott  and  Lewis  Allsop,  Esqs., 
was  duly  presented,  and  a  committee  of  the  House  appointed  to 
inquire  into  its  merits.  Sir  T.  G.  Estcourt  was  the  chairman. 
Mr.  Sergeant  Bosanquet  and  Mr.  Cross  were  counsel  for  the  sit- 
ting member,  and  Messrs.  Warren,  Harrison,  and  Courthorpe,  for 
the  petitioners.  In  March,  1819,  when  the  committee  met,  they 
came  to  a  resolution  that  the  petition  was  informal,  and  declared 
Lord  BaacUffe  duly  eleoted« 
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The  petition  is  understood  to  hare  been  the  joint  production  of   1818 
no  less  than  twenty-two  attorneys,  and  would  doubtless  have  been 
much  more  carefully  worded  had  there  been  only  two  or  three. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  triumph  with  which  the  decision 
was  hailed  by  Lord  Bancliffe's  supporters.  A  grand  celebration 
of  it  took  place  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month.  His  Lordship 
set  out  from  Bunney  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  body  of  hui 
tenantry  on  horseback,  and  was  met  at  the  foot  of  Wilf ord  hills 
by  a  very  large  procession  of  gentlemen  on  horseback  and  pedes- 
trians, with  numerous  and  brilliant  flags,  colours,  and  bands  of 
music.  Ascending  Hollow-stone,  his  Lordship  was  accompanied 
along  the  P&vements  and  Bridlesmith-gate  to  the  Market-place, 
where  he  addressed  the  multitude  from  a  window  of  the  Black  Boy 
inn.  Adjourning  to  the  Exchange,  about  five  hundred  sat  down 
to  dinner.  Mr.  T.  Wakefield  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  oraton 
were,  in  addition  to  the  chairman  and  Lord  Bandiff^  the  Mayor, 
Mr.  Hopper,  Mr.  Hurst,  Mr.  T.  Bailey,  and  Mr.  J.  Perry. 

Jwmt  23. — County  election  at  the  Shire  HalL  The  Earl  of 
Surrey  and  L  Wright,  Esq.,  nominated  Lord  William  Bentinck ; 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sutton  and  Ck>lonel  Need  proposed  Admiral 
Frank  Frank.  The  High  Sheriff,  H.  Walker,  Esq.,  declared  them 
duly  elected. 

Aug%uit  4. — ^A  new  stack  of  hay  in  the  Meadows,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Bichard  Hooton,  ignited  spontaneously,  and  the  flames 
communicating  to  others  standing  near,  destroyed  above  ninety 
tons  of  hay.     The  loss  was  estimated  at  £500. 

September  7. — A  grand  cricket  match  was  commenced  this 
day  between  eleven  of  All  England  and  twenty-two  of  Notting- 
ham. England,  first  innings,  104 ;  second,  87  :  Nottingham,  first 
innings,  135,  second,  57.  Nottingham  thus  won  by  fourteen 
wickets. 

Sejdember  28. — A  calamity  of  the  most  appalling  description 
occurred  at  the  wharf  belonging  to  the  Nottingham  Boat  Com- 
pany (adjoining  Carrington-street  bridge,  now  occupied  by  the 
wharf  of  D.  Brown  and  Ca)  A  boat  had  arrived  that  morning 
from  Cainsborough,  having  amongst  a  general  cargo  twenty-one 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  each  containing  about  lOOfb.,  which  was 
on  its  passage  for  use  in  the  Derbyshire  mines.  Hezekiah  Biley, 
the  captain,  and  his  two  men,  Joseph  Musson  and  Benjamin 
Wheatley,  proceeded  to  unship  the  powder  on  the  south  side  of 
the  building.  Biley,  who  survived  the  explosion,  at  the  Coroners' 
inquest,  thus  stated  this  part  of  the  transaction : — "  The  end  of 
one  of  the  barrels  was  out,  and  had  been  matted  up ;  and  as  I 
was  carrying  it  from  the  boat  into  the  warehouse  the  peg  fastening 
broke,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder,  as  much  as  three 
or  four  pounds,  fell  upon  the  wharf  side,  between  the  boat  and 
the  warehouse-door.  1  at  once  put  back  into  the  barrel  as  much 
of  it  as  I  could  collect,  leaving  perhaps  a  couple  of  ounces  or  so 
amongst  the  dirt"    Joseph  Musson  (a  native  of  Edingley,  but 
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1818  living  with  his  wife  in  the  Meadow-plats  in  this  town)  went  to  a 
boat  in  which  were  three  men,  and  addressing  one  of  them,  said, 
'*'  You've  got  a  fire  in  your  boat,  I  want  a  live  coke ;"  adding, 
^^Lads,  I'm  going  to  have  a  flush  !"  Musson  accordingly  took  a 
live  coke,  and  carried  it  a  great  part  of  the  way  between  two 
sticks,  but  letting  it  fall,  he  picked  it  up  with  his  fingers,  and 
trucking  it  repeatedly  from  one  hand  to  the  other,  finally  dropped 
it  on  the  powder  Biley  had  been  unable  to  gather  up.  The  result 
^as  awful.  The  "  flush"  being  doubtless  connected  with  the  bar- 
rels by  a  small  train,  the  whole  exploded,  and  Musson  with  nine 
^Others  were  in  a  moment  utterly  destroyed 

The  unthinking  cause  of  this  catastrophe  was  blown  acroaa 
the  canal  into  the  Meadows,  and  over  the  Tinker's  Leen,  on  the 
Opposite  bank  of  which  it  appeared  that  his  body  first  touched  the 
ground.  Benjamin  Wheatley,  aged  28  years,  of  Stoke  Bardolph, 
a  boatman ;  George  Hayes,  of  Trowell,  labourer  to  the  Company, 
aged  25  years,  and  Job  Barnes,  labourer,  aged  36  years,  were  found 
dead  in  JRiley's  vessel,  their  bodies  being  dreadfully  disfigured. 
John  Howell,  aged  1 1  years,  son  of  one  of  the  Company's  book- 
keepers, who  resided  at  the  house  in  the  yard,  was  fishing  in  the 
canal,  and  his  body  was  so  disfigured  that  it  could  only  be  identi- 
fied by  the  remains  of  the  clothes.  John  Seales,  aged  30  years ; 
William  Norman,  aged  60  years  ;  and  William  Stevenson,  aged 
is  years,  were  engaged  in  moving  a  cart,  ^bout-fifty  ;fards  ofif. 
The  two  former  were  killed  instantaneously,  and  the  latter  mani' 
festing  signs  of  life,  was  conveyed  to  the  Greneral  Hospital,  but 
yied  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.  A  lad  aged  15  years, 
named  William  Parker,  the  son  of  a  poor  man  living  at  Carlton, 
had  come  to  Nottingham  on  Monday,  to  hire  himself  to  go  in 
Riley's  boat,  and  was  standing  within  a  few  yards  of  it  when  the 
catastrophe  took  place.  The  blast  took  him  across  the  canal  and 
through  a  hedge  into  the  Meadows,  and  there  his  corpse  was  found 
terribly  mutilated.  Thomas  Baker,  aged  42  years,  was  standing 
near  his  wagpon  in  the  yard,  when  the  building  fell  and  crushed 
him  and  the  shaft-horse  to  death.  Several  other  parties  had  very 
narrow  escapes. 

Tlie  loss  of  property,  though  secondary  to  that  of  life,  was 
immense.  The  explosion  was  heard  at  Ratclifle,  Bingham,  Lough- 
borough,  Alfreton,  Loscoe,  and  even  at  Newark  ;  and  at  Castle 
Donington  it  was  considered  by  many  to  be  a  sudden  dap  of 
thunder.  A  gentleman  who  was  crossing  the  Meadows  at  the 
time  of  the  explosion,  subsequently  expressed  the  amazement  that 
struck  his  mind,  when,  looking  that  way,  he  saw  the  whole  build* 
ing  lifted  up  in  the  air,  and  then  suddenly  divide  into  innumerable 
fragments ;  the  bricks,  beams,  bales,  bogheads,  &a,  flying  to  all 
points  of  the  compasa  A  liberal  public  subscription  was  immediately 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers.   - 

September  29.— Mr.  Aid.  Isaac  Woolley  appointed  Mayor  t 
Mr;  N.  Bsmsdall  and  Mr.  John  Theaker,  6h6ri^  '  ^'^^  . 
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N^ovember  22. — The  General  Baptist  chapel  in  Broad^otreet   1818 
was  opened  for  Divine  worship  h^  the  Kev.  T.  Stevenson,  of 
Loughborough,,  and   the   Rev.  J.  Jarrom,   of    Wisbeach.     The 
building,  kc.,  cost  £1,800.     Mr.  Smith  continued  pastor  of  the 
church  worshipping  therein  until  his  death  in  1828. 

December  23. — ^The  Town  Hall  was  crowded  with  a  public 
meeting,  **  to  consider  the  propriety  of  petitioning  the  House  of 
Commons  to  repeal  the  Com  Act  passed  in  the  late  Parliament^'' 
The  M  iyor  presided,  and  the  speakers  were  Mr.  Alderman  WilsQja 
and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield.     The  proceedings  were  unanimous. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this,  and  a  great  portion  of  the 
succeeding  year,  the  framework-knitting  population  suffered  very 
sevei-e  privation,  arising  from  the  absence  of  employment.  To 
mitigate  the  distress,  a  public  subscription  was  raised  in  December 
and  January,  amounting  to  above  £3,000.  The  committee^  &^ 
relief  to  nearly  3,500  funilies,  by  periodically  .distributing  ticketc^ 
of  the  value  of  4d.  each,  exchangeable  for  meat,  bread,.  flouTi 
Scotch  barley,  potatoes,  or  poaL  .^  •      .-  ^ 
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_,  z^<vnuaffyx — ^The  JRiev*  Robert  Wood,  D.D.,  vicar  of  Cropwe^   1819 
Bishepj-and  chaplain  of  the  County  Gaol,  elected  Head  Master  dP 
Nottingham  Free  Grammar  School. 

April  13. — Coal  gas  first  used  in  Nottingham  to  illuminate 
the  streets.  (The  shop  of  Mr.  Tatham,  a  bra&sfounder,  wap 
lighted  five  years  previously  by  an  apparatus  that  made  gas  upoxi 
his  own  premises. )  The  gasometer  and  works  had  been  erected  in 
Butchers'-close,  as  the  site  was  then  designated,  on  the  premises 
foi*merly  occupied  as  a  worsted  mill,  &c.,  by  Mr.  John  Hawksley^ 
Only  ten  lamps  were  lit  the  first  few  days,  viz.,  one  at  the  top  of 
Prury-hill,  another  at  the  summit  of  Hollow-stone,  five  in  Bridle- 
smith-gate,  and  three  in  front  of  the  Exchange.  Attracted  by  the 
novelty  of  the  sight,  thousands  came  out  to  indulge  their  curiosity^ 
and  numbers  of  the  least  informed  of  them  scarcely  dared  to  ven- 
ture upon  the  pavement  near  the  pipes,  for  fear  of  an  explosion, 
or  were  lost  in  amazement  at  beholding  flame  exist  witliout  a 
wick. 

July, — Two  melancholy  accidents  on  the  Trent.  On  Sunday^ 
the  4th, .  Mr. .  John  G^pdy  a  shoemaker,  residing  in  Hounds-gate^ 
had'b^n^atliuddington  feast,  with  a  large  party  of  pleasure 
se^l^^rs^  and  ^onj  tl^eir  return  drank  rather  freely  at  Mr.  Carver's^ 
fleat  tlM>JVilford.  Ferry.  Having  obtained  a  ticket  to  free  tifteei^ 
•yeit$tierivOT£-theyre(G^mmeBce(l  their  homeward  journey  about 
aaHl^fH^t^n-o'ckiekf  wad  whej^  in  the  middle  of  the  stream^  th^ 
ftpS^PflWTC" j^^gMI  to  ^llcct  the  halfpennies.  .The  holder  of  the 
ttVart  ywwttta^  » T^yyOng^  ^t,  of  Tpape^  an  «lteiT8%tic^;  esfiu^ 
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1819  Some  of  the  men  then  began  to  pull  the  chain,  and  the  boatman, 
in  order  to  defeat  their  obje^t^  put  the  hook  of  the  small  chain 
which  secures  the  boat  at  each  landing-place,  into  one  of  the  links 
of  the  ferry-chain.  The  sudden  jerk  overbalanced  Gkxxl,  who  was 
standing  at  the  edge  of  the  boat,  and  idling  backwards,  he  dis- 
a|>peared,  nor  could  his  companions  rescue  him.  His  body  was 
recovered  on  the  following  Thursday,  between  Oolwick  and  Holme 
Pierrepont  A  wife  and  seven  children  were  left  to  mourn  his 
loss. 

The  other  catastrophe  was  of  a  still  more  tragical  nature. 
On  the  7th,  a  party  of  young  men  and  women  went  to  spend  the 
afternoon  by  taking  tea  and  enjoying  themselves  at  one  of  the 
tea-houses  then  so  much  resorted  to  on  the  river  side.  Stopping 
%i  Mr.  Bailey's,  the  first  house  on  the  Lenton  side,  James  Lowe, 
of  Mount  East-street,  with  a  companion  named  Mellors  and  three 
young  women,  embarked  in  one  of  Bailey's  small  pleasure-boats, 
and  ascended  the  stream  nearly  as  ^  as  Clifton.  As  they  were 
coming  down  again,  they  were  met  by  Lowe's  wife  and  Mellors's 
sister,  who  found  fault  with  them  for  being  so  long  on  the  water 
without  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  joining  them.  To  appease 
them,  the  boat  was  brought  to  the  side,  and  they  wei'e  asked  to 
get  in,  which  they  did  ;  but,  as  may  readily  be  conceived,  seven 
persons  in  one  small  boat  rendered  it  almost  unmanageable.  After 
rowing  about  some  time,  they  endeavoured  to  land  on  the  southern 
bank,  near  the  osier-holt,  not  far  from  Mr.  Bailey's  house,  and 
ran  the  bow  of  the  vessel  against  the  side.  The  shock  was  more 
violent  than  they  had  anticipated,  and  the  females  being  alarmed, 
jumped  up,  and  rushing  to  the  side,  overturned  the  boat. 
Lowe's  mother  and  others  of  the  party,  who  stood  on  the  opposite 
bank,  witnessed  the  accident,  and  the  shiieks  of  the  sufferers  and 
the  cries  of  their  friends  were  full  of  acutest  agony.  Lowe,  who 
was  a  good  swimmer,  managed  to  struggle  to  the  shore,  along  with 
one  of  the  women,  who  clasped  him  tightly  round  the  neck. 
Mellors,  who  could  not  swim,  was  also  firmly  grasped  by  one  of 
the  females,  and  would  certainly  have  been  drowned,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  presence  of  mind  of  Mr.  John  Ward,  who  happened 
to  be  fishing  near  the  spot,  and  having  a  strong  barbel-rod,  held  it 
out,  so  that  Mellors  was  able  to  seize  it,  and  was,  along  with  the 
female,  fairly  landed.  A  third  female  managed  to  grasp  a  pro- 
jecting willow,  and  was  extricated  ;  but  the  other  two,  Lowe's  wife 
and  Mellors's  sister,  were  drowned. 

Aiufust, — Bridlesmith-gate  underwent  a  great  improvement. 
The  foot-paths  were  formed  of  flagstones  instead  of  boulders,  as 
theretofore,  the  horse-road  newly  paved,  and  by  the  voluntary 
consent  of  the  tradesmen  and  owners  of  property,  the  whole  of 
the  numerous  projecting  signs,  door-steps,  dsc,  were  removed^ 
These  alterations,  with  theneyly  introduced  gas-lights,  gave  the 
street  quite  a  rx&sf  appearance.  It  being  the  most  fashionsble  and 
l^t  business  sl^e^  .ia  the  to^m,  an  attempt  was  aipr  s 
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change  its  name  to  Bond-street  (the  name  of  what  was  then-  cnte  o(  lol9 
the  most  fashionable  streets  in  London),  but  the  attempt  was 
unsucoessfu]. 

AtLgiut  3. — Opening  of  the  Vagrant  Office,  in  Ohandlers- 
lane.  This  useful  institution  was  founded  by  a  number  of  benevo^ 
lent  gentlemen,  for  the  relief  of  vagrants  and  the  suppression  of 
mendicity,  but  was  subsequently  thrown  for  support  upon  til0 
poor's  rate.  From  the  date  of  its  institution  to  its  close,  Decembet 
1st,  1836,  28,404  persons  were  relieved  within  its  doors,  with 
food  or  money,  or  both,  of  whom  25,788  were  gratuitously 
lodged.  / 

September  27. — One  of  the  most  numerous  public  meeting 
pver  held  in  Nottingham  took  place  in  the  Market-place  j(l^ 
adjournment  from  the  Guildhall),  to  pronounce  an  opinion  ozr;th6 
"Manchester  massacre."  The  Mayor  presided,  and  t^  iiqpeakeni 
were  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  Mr.  J.  Fellows,  Mr.  J.  Perry,  Lord 
Hancliffe  (who  had  come  from  Paris  specially  to  be  present),  Mn 
T.  Latham,  Mr.  Denison,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Oarr.  An  address  &> 
the  Prince  Regent  was  unanimously  adopted,  in  which  the 
massacre  was  termed  a  "  flagrant  outrage  upon  the  liberty  and 
persons  of  Englishmen ;"  and  the  document  further  stated,  '^  We 
call  Crod  and  our  country  to  witness  our  determination  that  the 
freedom  of  England  shall  never  be  outraged  with  impunity  in  our 
persons.'' 

The  massacre  which  provoked  this  indignant  remonstrance 
took  place  on  the  16th  of  August.  A  meeting  was  held  in  St; 
Peter's  Field,  consisting  of  about  40,000  men,  women,  and  children, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Hunt,  to  petition  for  Parliamentary 
Reform.  The  people  were  entirely  without  arms,  and  perfectly 
peaceable.  Suddenly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  stipendary 
magistracy,  who  were  determined  that  the  people  should  be  made 
to  disperse,  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry  rode  amongst  them,  and  draw- 
ing their  swords,  commenced  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  I  The 
killed  and  wounded  were  upwards  of  four  hundred.  The  coroner^» 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  accidental  death,"  and  the  Yeomanry 
were  never  punished  for  their  conduct,  further  than  in  the  remorse 
of  their  own  consciences. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Wm.  Soars  appointed  Mayor  ; 
Mr.  Huish  and  Mr.  Deverill,  Sheriffs. 

November  10. — Death  of  Mr.  Henry  Bucknall,  confectioner, 
Chandlers-lane,  aged  49  years.  He  was  excessively  corpulent 
weighing  more  than  twenty-five  stones,  and  died  very  suddenly^ 
immediately  after  eating  a  hearty  breakfast. .  Li  Lord  How^i 
memorable  engagement,  on  the  Ist  of  June,  1794^  he  had  ierveel 
as  a  Marine  on  board  the  Brunewick.  His  interment^  «tr  0i' 
Mary's  New  Burial-ground,  on  the  i  4th,  drew  tegedieir  lilaryii 
concourse  of  spectatora  The  coffin  was  of  ^arAnoxm'  sSa^-  »g^ 
nearly  equalled  the  bocfy  iff  weight.  Ifvnmtii  eiedleiit  oilE,'  wiiir 
mx  fiee4  eight  lach^  ia  kagth,  and  two  feet  eleven  ixKs^ 
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1819  the  breast,  the  bottom  was  2^  inches  thick,  the  sides  1},  and  the 
lid  1.  The  whole,  including  the  body,  considerably  exceeded  fiv« 
hundredweight. 

December, — ^The  authorities,  alarmed  by  false  intelligence^ 
and  evidently  apprehensive  of  a  popular  outbreak,  adopted  the 
most  extraordinary  precautions.  Some  idea  of  their  nature  and 
extent  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  circumstances.  On 
the  10th,  Bromley  House  was  taken  possession  of  by  four  com- 
panies of  the  52nd  Regiment  of  Foot,  who  had  marched  into  t^e 
town  from  the  south  for  that  purpose ;  and  on  the  13th,  two  other 
companies  joined  them.  On  the  1 4th,  several  waggon  loads  of 
ammunition  and  stores  were  lodged  in  the  same  building.  During 
the  night  of  the  10th,  the  soldiers,  both  there  and  at  the  Barracks, 
were  under  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  act  at  a 
moment's  notice ;  and  on  the  following  day,  the  Holme  and  Wat- 
nail  troops  of  Yeomanry  arrived  in  the  town,  to  add  to  the 
general  surprise.  Nothing,  however,  transpired  to  at  all  justify 
these  alarming  preparations. 

December  27. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
Earl  Man  vers.  Lord  Middleton,  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  Admiral 
Sotheron,  M.P.  (late  Frank  Frank),  and  thirty  or  forty  of  the 
county  magistrates,  met  at  the  Shire  Hall,  and  resolved  unani- 
mously,*'That  in  the  present  emergency,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  loyal 
subject  to  testify  his  determination  strenuously  to  maintiun  the 
inviolability  of  our-  established  Constitution,  and  to  guard  the 
people  against  the  baneful  delusions  of  designing  persons^  calling^ 
themselves  Radical  Beformers,  whose  aim  is  equally  subversive  of 
oivii  and  religious  liberty."  This,  and  other  resolutions,  calling 
upon  the  magistrates  *'to  ^force  with  promptitude  and  energyj. 
the  several  acts  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  present  session,  for 
the  prevention  of  meetings  and  practices  dangerous  to  the  public 
peace,"  were  advertised  in^the  newspapers. 

Few  yew  are^  more  distinctly  remembered  by  the  working 
classes  than  this.  It  was  one  of  deep  and  widely  diffused  distresa 
In  the  winter  and  spring,  the  demand  for  our  manufactures  was 
very  inactive,  and  as  the  summer  advanced  it  became  almost 
stagnant.  The  outward  manifestations  of  suffering,  amongst  the 
fetmework  knitters  especially,  assumed  various  forms  and  excited 
general  commiseration.  Many  solicited  contributions  from  door 
to  door,  crowds  besieged  the  overseers'  offices,  and  some,  it  is  be- 
lljdved,  sank  altogether  beneath  the  pressure  of  their  csLlamitiea 
In  August^  the  two-needle  hands  paraded  the  streets  in  procession 
almost  eveiy  day. .  On  the  13th,  upwards  of  600  were  thus 
aflBembledi  togetJber.  andon,^^  Ipth,  a  gentleman  who  had  the 
oiUJiomty  tQL^oni^con.as  they.ina^  numbered  5057  men." 

Aa  tlie  prooession  puniecl  tarqugh  the  chief  streets  ^4Ui<^e  19th,  it 
attraotad  more  than  usual  attention  &^  ^^^oircw^  ^. 

gnat  anmbar  of  women  marddng  at  its  headL  -  4n^^eL.<x>Qi^  ol< 
the  lame  waek,  t^  unemployed  published  an  appeal  to  tka  Lord* 
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lieutenant  and  the  noblemen  and  gentry  of  the  county,  in  which  1819 
they  stated,  amongst  other  things,  '*  From  the  various  and  low 
prices  given  by  our  employers,  we  have  not,  after  working  from 
sixteen  to  eighteen  hours  per  day,  been  able  to  earn  more  than 
from  four  to  seven  shillings  per  week,  to  maintain  our  wives  and 
ftimilies  upon,  to  pay  taxes,  house-rent,  <kc.,  which  has  driven  us 
to  the  necessity  of  applying  for  parochial  aid,  which  after  all  has 
not  in  many  instances  left  us  sufficient  to  supply  the  calls  of 
nature,  even  with  the  most  parsimonious  economy ;  and  though 
we  have  subsituted  meal  and  water,  or  potatoes  and  salt,  for  that 
more  wholesome  food  an  Englishman's  table  used  to  abound  with, 
we  have  repeatedly  retired,  after  a  hard  day's  labour,  and  been 
under  the  "necessity  of  putting  our  children  supperless  to  bed,  to 
stifle  the  cries  of  hunger :  nor  think  that  we  would  give  this  pic- 
ture too  high  a  colouring,  when  we  can  most  solemnly  declare, 
that  for  the  last  eighteen  months  we  have  scarcely  known  what  it 
is  to  be  free  from  the  pangs  of  hunger."  Subsequently,  bodies  of 
men,  with  their  wives  and  children,  perambulated  the  streets, 
carrying  boards,  on  which  were  inscribed,  "  Pity  our  distresses  I" 
•*  We  ask  for  bread  I"  "  Pity  our  children  I"  Appeals  like  these 
naturally  excited  attention,  and  of  the  numerous  projects  devised 
to  meet  them,  and  to  permanently  improve  the  men's  condition, 
there  are  several  to  which  reference  must  be  made. 

One  of  these  remedial  meaaures  was  an  attempt  to  procure 
the  interference  of  the  Legislature.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  in  answer  to  it,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  institute  an  inquiry.  Witnesses  were  exunined,  and 
the  Committee  reported  against  the  manufacture  of  *' cut-ups.''* 
A  bill,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  Committee,  was  soon  after 
introduced,  and  passed  the  Commons,  but  was  thrown  out  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  after  its  second  reading,  on  the  motion  for  going 
into  committee. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  others,  shared  in  by  the  workmen  them* 
selves,  that  a  statement  of  prices  for  each  description  of  work„ 
liberally  devised  and  stringently  carried  out,  would  be  an  efficient 
means  of  permanently  benefiting  the  trada     Accordingly,  after 
much  consultation,  the  schedule  known  as  "the  1819  statement,** 
was  prepared  for  adoption.     The  hosiers,  however,  expressed  a 
grave  doubt  whether  they  should  be  able  to  realize  the  prices  de- 
manded, and  at  first  held  out  against  them.     To  compel  them,  the 
men  proceeded  to  the  most  energetic  measures.     Early  in  Sep* 
tember,  they  resolved  to  bring  in  their  frames.     These  were  drawo- 
to  the  warehouses  in  borrowed  waggons  andtsarts,  to  which  lon^' 
ropes  were  attached,  the  workmen  diemsdves  palHn|^^eiir along.' 
Ch^t  numbers^  many  of  thenf  frcmr.  the  'oemritryi^were^  ihxxt  "hfe* 
in  the  Btr6et8,-at  th^  hosKara^ddora-  -3  ^e^aftte^fin^j^Rmi^^ 
t6  do  fk>iBeth&tg,  lield-m  t£ree  cbimti^'ineifttBig  of-'-tlfett  ovrit^Bddy/ 
<m  t&^  latfa;  at  the  Ezehi^/]|ie^%4''Wi!h-L^^ 
tM  after  OGsijdcto;*Ue tliscmssibzi,  W&sr  to  Qie  T^iolM^t^  ^TtSetW 
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1610 !  Img  u  the  Baking  Bmksndo.Doti  nntaufitotun  for  thetnedvea ; 
at.loDg  M  pari^  at&aara  do  nob<^nd  it  nsoaBSMy  to  turn  hoBieni. 
but  employ  the  surplus  labour  o%U  of  thetrkde;  as-long  *sdo 
inregulBf:  niDde  ishall  ^/b  made  uu  of  to  reduoe  the  T»te  of-  wages ; 
ao.  ifiHif  irill  this  meeting  adhere  to  itiie  price*  exhibited  in  the 
vt^twifiot,  whicb  thft  hooera  present  cheerfully  accede  ta"  But 
exflsllant  4t  th^  was,  il  hadiuot^  Bor  could. it  be  expected  ta  have, 
ny  ^^mediate  efiact  in  nitigatiug  distrees  occajiioned  by  an  abM»- 
l^j^)^1■^^tl  «f  4«nu^d.-in  the  market.  ,  ,   ..  - 

:.v  Aitptber  pn^HWitiqn  «inftiwt«d  fcoiS'tbe  Puka  of  N«vcutK 
to  whom  had  ^loett^warded  a  topy  of  Uie  framevork  knitters' 
anw^.i  ^.ia,iit^l^  attaa. oyer  ttp  Kottinghun^  and. had  interviewa 
i^ubti  .the  P[u>giatrate%'  tfaR  vorkinen's  coEBmittee,  and  sereral  of  the 
hpaiBF^  t  S«.re«oBuueBded  tl^  the  but^hb  hand«  should  emigrat* 
to  th«  dupe  Colony,  and  promised  effectual  asaiutanee  far  the.pnr- 
pos^^  A  suUKription  JisC  was  at  once  opened,  to  vHiich  hift  OnHse 
co»tTLbuJ»d  |X500,  the  Duke  of  Fortlaod  X500,  Earl  ManTsrs 
£5.00,  the  Dovagec  Duchess  of  :Newcastle  ^JLIiO,  the  £»!  of  Sur- 
rqy: '£100,  VifcomU  Gal>T8.j  £XQQ,  the  Hcn-and  B«v.  3,  Luislay 
S^yiJle  ilOO,  theHon.  J.  &iiDpHon£IOa,  AdminlSotheronJ^lOO, . 
H^  01  Knigbt,  £Bq.,  j£lOa,.  »Qd  othen,  snutUer  amounta.  .  Tb« 
wholio  i(mpivvted,,ta  nearly  fouc.thous^d.  pounds,  and.'Witb  thep 
assi^tiLnce  of  Government,  abtHit-  tlvee  hundred  familiei  irflre 
reraoved  to  the  Cape.  ,.,,..., 

Uut  tLt!  plan  'nhicb  gave  tl^e'DMuLseosiU*  and  imnwdiatA 
relief  was  the  institutiioa  of  lai^.public  subscriptions  t«  provide 
ovitrflow<  pmploytneBjt  ;for  .the  suSering  operatirse.  For  this  noble 
pu|tp<^e,,^^,v^.and  county,  between  six  and  seven  thousand 
P9)in4s  srer^  «pon  raised.  Erom  November:  till  the  following 
spring,  great  numbers  were  set  to  labourers'  work,  Some  of  Uiem 
cl%red  put  thf^l'inket'B  Leen ;  4^ers  cleared  and  levelled  a  piece 
o^  l%nd  on  the  Focest,  near  to  the  Al&eton-road,  that  it  might  be 
p%tted  iwith  potatoes ;  niimbers. toiled  on  the  St.  Ann's  sod  other 
roi^va^djtlie remainder  were  engaged  in  levelling.  MspperUy 
P]»ii^.a^l.JLncJofiing  them:  partially  with  a  rude,  atone  waJi, 
aJwn^.pflJrtjpp  of  whish  itill  r^ains. 

1820  .>  fTotuwr^— A  protnuitad  frost  wassuMeeded  by  a  thaw,  ao> 
«0)»pan«e4  by  ASOutb'West^'iod.-  AnintiadattOBof'ths Meadows 
wa8.the<qcinndi)a«iioet  tiadf^e  water  nose  flo  Ugh  on  the  east  side 
o£  the  Lopdtim^raadiu.to.Soir  into  the  houses.of  Sneinton  Hermi- 
tage, Vlacbhad  not  teen  Ky  visited  sinoe- 1795.. I 

,  ..^ifrHary!.5.~vrJ>ied,  athiahduseoatbt^liow-paveraent,  inthe 
6aody«ar0£ibtiibgN  Francis  Wakb6eld,,iES(].,&  gentleman  eftlie 
must.aetiw,  dl^ntetrestedi  aud  unosteatntioue  .benovoWnoe.  7he 
reniMna  of  thib  ttoly 'trcrthy' totraana  nraw  iMlMred  in  fit;  P«tw'« 
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cliurch,  on  the  11th.     The  Rev.  R  W.  Almond  read  the  burial   1820 
service,  and  about  a  hundred  of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen, 
of  all  sects  and  parties,  attended. 

February  7. — ^The  accession  of  George  lY.  to  the  throne  was 
publicly  celebrated  in  the  Marketplace.  The  Mayor  and  Corpo- 
ration, in  deep  mourning  for  the  late  Monarch,  drank  the  new 
Sovereign's  health  out  of  their  gold  cup,  and  then  passed  it  to  the  • 
officers  of  the  9th  Lancers.  Two  six-pounders  were  brought  from 
the  Barracks  by  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  and  at  one 
o'clock,  a  Royal  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired,  accompanied  by  ^kje^t,  de 
joie  of  pistols  from  two  troops  of  Lancers  on  horseback. 

Fehrivnry  16. — ^This  (Wednesday)  being  the  day  of  the  funeral 
of  the  late  King,  the  shops  were  closed  and  there  was  a  general 
suspension  of  business.  There  was  Divine  service  at  the  churchei^ 
and  principal  chapels. 

March. — Election  of  Members  to  represent  the  town  in  Par- 
liament, consequent  on  the  death  of  George  III.  Lord  Rancliffe, 
not  wishing  to  incur  further  expense,  declined  the  honour  of  com- 
ing forward,  and  Mr.  Denman  consented  to  succeed  him.  The 
nomination  took  place  on  the  6th.  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.,  was 
nominated  by  Mr.  Alderman  Allen  and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield ;  Thoe. 
Assheton  Smith,  Esq.,  by  Mr.  F.  Hardwick  and  Mr.  Wm.  Lowe ; 
Lancelot  Rollraton,  Esq.,  of  Watnall,  by  Mr.  Percy  and  Mr.  John 
Hadden  ;  and  Thomas  Denman,  Esq.,  by  Lord  RanclifTe  and  Mr. 
A.  T.  Fellows.  The  show  of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
Whig  candidates,  and  a  poll  was  immediately  opened.  At  the 
close,  on  the  twelfth  day,  the  numbers  were,  Birch  1891,  Denman 
1891,  Smith  1858,  RoUoston  1858;  majority  in  favour  of  Birch 
and  Denman,  33.  The  chairing  took  place  on  the  morning  of 
Monday,  the  20th. 

No  sooner  was  the  contest  over,  than  the  triumphant  candi- 
dates were  threatened  with  a  petition  against  their  return,  and 
several  meetings  of  the  leaders  of  the  Blues  were  held  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  a  case.  On  the  14th  of  April,  a  very  full 
meeting  took  place,  the  result  of  which  was  a  resolution  not  to 
proceed  with  the  matter  further ;  and  Mr.  Denman  happening  to 
be  in  Nottingham,  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith  left  the  room,  and  waiting 
upon  him  at  his  inn,  communicated  the  decision  in  ve)*y  courteous 
terms. 

It  was  of  course  thought  that  nothing  further  would  occur  to 
prolong  the  injurious  excitement  of  the  perio<l ;  but  it  was  not  so. 
Some  of  the  Blues  were  still  dissatisfied,  and  convening  a  very 
select  meeting,  with  Dr.  Manson  in  the  chair,  resolved  to  proceed. 
Accordingly,  on  the  last  day  appointed  by  the  House  for  receiving 
election  petitions,  the  petition  of  Caractacus  D'Aubigney  Shilton, 
attorney,  of  Sneuiton,  Thomas  Brocksopp,  hosier,  Joseph  Pock- 
lington,  banker,  and  Thomas  Hind,  draper,  of  London,  against 
the  return  at  the  late  election,  was  delivered  in.  The  document 
was  of  great  length,  and  complained  principally  of  the  conduct  of 

2u 
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tl|0i2li£lofiJiiD%  C- G.  JTViest^rn^  i£aqi^  itt  Abe  lobi^iritM^cl'^m^ibo 

MK^ii!^'dAj)'4»iii» 'the -d^n 

W^nec'idf&]y*T  cdeiEted^^  land .  tiiat  <tk^  ^*  fiiTt^ldUiii  aa^ 

n.iirlfc "mt^.TeB^lned  <to  cokbrste.^hd  tritiiDpIi<l>y<4ifBQitt>;piiftlk 
dhnfet*  irtLilMByff£rthttnge'HalL;'  'Owing  to<Mi^'.I>«Mmqij.1iiei^ 
gagod^U'  iirapa^ruAg''^ri.the*.defenoe'.«C  Qa#da..Ca^gjUn^:l^l^oi; 
fl^pk-d^hing^tij^fA'  it  did  not.taka|dacd  iwtU  i^k^^Ml  TciiA^g^^ 
when  more  than  iOO'.eledioiScsatrdovDQu  j.  Th^  rcKW  irM.d^^iN^^t^ 
^MlhtuQ^iddal'^cAfegaace.. '.MEd(I>^^  the 

iM|)(iM^|^<ff0al)^.ici>iqpeakeBft  the  prece^ldjpgpi .  <)< 

thed9tnnug^g<weTB>IiBi*d(»HbllBad,Mr.>B^  H»  dS^fiejld^v  S^ 

Bobeict  Hnnh^  lAMwGhftialea  ItaDcl^  Fhillipfw,  JdUr-iJ^nH*  Qa^^, 
M»/'BsMcpmn^\SLr,  X^  Wa^efidLc^  aad  Jf r,  StniU^tQit  PfMTby.  .. 

'^:  iiJKxfidA.  ll^.^Gdun^  electicto.  Loi;d[  .WiUbm  /B^^tiqelc , |tnd 
AdMiralSoihbiii^.i«?<9i8(^^  .... 

>VA  JilUH*A  IJ^wO^K  eJDdicQiiviaticaL  of«/nioina9  itW^Ua^^t,  fcnr 
higlfe(i^'«Tob^ty^r..MtL*.ThDma&  Peanon,  aCr  .ChilwjeU^ ^^  piKWM9- 
(omr^idiBposed'tfaat  en^th^  '14Ah  ol  Janue'iy^beilweeA  aixend  907^ 
iftiftifid  tetenin^ :  Jbetnifas:  xiroc^MKHng  ia. »igig,  aitmgwiib Sms^vl^ 
Mtedi^iriofai  Nottuigfaam  tewardeOhilwdU^i^jQ^y'M  l^hegr  pewed 
tbeiBMurfwektflene  going.  d0wn(^^  tjiej 

M^  Udee  •mon^'End  •aboiit  ten  jardsiurtberi  {our;in9i:]t..;  When 
tbey >hkdi{>€ubed  the  thnse,. thenar  crotoed  the  vmd^.  and  etoj^ped 
Uke  asuice'-aiid  gigi  •  He  oaUed  cmt, :  ^^  Let  the  mare  aloiie-^wbat  are 
jou  taboQt?^  Jai4  thtoL  the  nien  demanded  hia  xnaaey,  .aAd,  o^  f^S 
iketOf  pulling  otit  a .  piatol^  throajteoied  to  blow. .  loa  biaina  ov^i 
Wtkoiiy  he. iwaa quite e«re,atiraa one -of. them,.  He  Biuolqeenjuin 
befone^'^seoses  and'soores  :ef  tpne^  and  waa;  satisfiedi  aa-tp.  his 
identity.  Tliey  donagged  ihim<  forcibly  axA  •  of . tJia.  gigi  afxd  robbed 
kiia  ef  £V^^  m  neteS)  cuad  a  ailrer  watch.  .Qn  thi^^  acid  the /corro- 
bbrativetevidancot  of  Meac^  prisober  was  adjudged  Ukho  guiUjj 
and  veocdved^eeixieEide -off.  deatlb  ( . . 

.  Mafohthe^Qtk.'whS'^he'.da^  of  ezaoution.  Onjtbejfight  c^ 
the  ctdminil  «ub  the  Eer*  Mr.  Bryiiny  imd  on  liie  left,  a  .lm>th^| 
to  whom:  he  bore  a  mbrt  striking  reecanblance«  He;  was  rema^tt- 
ablj  firm,. and i.jem^  in  aiiiguig.  a  bornm.  with  gveat  a^^parent 
fervour,  and  responded  audibly  to  a  prayer  by  the  Hey.  .]k|[|i 
Brbwi^hiU/''  B!ethen  vdto  Inmibhisiknees^'and  called  beavfn  and 
earth  to^^ititesslhath^.waa; innocent  of  the  crime  for  ?Kbiob  b« 
was  aboiit  to  snffeTi  i<  ^The-corpse «waa. buried  At.Sawkiyi,   ;. . 

Thcne  WasianiimpressBon  oiiiithe  mindanof  loa|iy.,.tbfift  WiioMic 
was  not'guiltgn  ol  ithe  partkiilav^offmtfe^  for  which  he  suffer^  and 
thai  the  prosepuior^.  i  theu^>.  ai i  maa.  oli  imiiiip^acjia,U(9  jn^^t^, 
was; mtstakeain hi& identity;  A ammben ^f ^^frptft n bjo^ ICJ^ Wgf 
from  3awley,  ikis  plase  Qfire^danoo,  a|>pcarM  .iti  HbMBSlKkiif  ^ 


Mk\,  tikid't9r^t^Mmi\f<mitir^y-iki  lumngiaaHt'baii  in  SM^Uf  ^  1SS90 
UBua! tit  rmpiUis  -iinm  tm'thQive^^6niiig.fofi'^»ii[QJbU0r9%i.i;>QttF 
the  ollief  liftnlViiid  imn  g«roi^^tfo  grkBvMI  btseU  meaiUtkoSiiiiJigir 

th^'  fadt  tlUkt^  A  prteonef'-stri^se^eiU^  chiivi(fMibQl>k  robtorj^i ja 
dmi^Mingf  ibik'^pai^{Mttklti(  in  nlMjaetti^ 

disclosing  the  names  of  his  associates,  declared  solemiiljriithali^  Tw 
Wilcdx^  WAS  rfot(  pi'litent;^  t  itittitMitvM;>iioiretiar,i<boini«Bredf  that 
Wildojc  i^&g^n^vmi^ot  l^bod  nhsm^terw ;  'iHe-iimlkxiydwiitmte  ^%M* 
l!e(fT\fta;^*'4md-'iAAYf^i)f  i0«r«td'tihieft^in'^(]phdfDi^ji^ftdi  Mntoh^iM 
ebUtittlMtdf  ril^lhig  a  h«t  frmiuadidpTon  thb  hojkfg^^iml&eif^ 
te'^iMirs'bf  l^(ei-iuMl  kli'a  tra^kn4<«c&)diildi^tei;'  iir.f; 'nor.i  noii*^ 

AlctoHM^^  ^vrho  tt)^  ihiadar,  ^•vsodl^te'lOM'^tai^iapp^yBitafHl 
i>rov>M^Mrk,  tUe  PUic0fOffibeTMs:£(iBiidFiohimIimtlier;fO0i9m^ 
ottLb^  t^ihiUi  tUrtwwMtttjIf  ou^isMcted,  >wk4/!had  indV  bjo^irirf 
tue  of  MV.  OdWv  i^tyittrltlM  ibiaakypwfjfoA  :iThmraMe9ily9:$ii6 
;;BeMM»l;  W.reiMiiio^^  Jl  OdM|)9;»  Wirrfidgcs^W.^s^Hliott, 
J.  Elliott,  CteneralBdif  B;»v;rDKTfiolooiiiiU^^TjMd^^ 
R'P4<iHe^7<!Rev:^;Dfi^W^di^ll^  ASb^.town 

iitagiiltiMi^!h«4  Meh)  in  tiM  hobiin  iif  Pselcifting/tli^fOTeimMrt^ 

Wc<r(§  (5titWt&d^  «flM  none  boi  VoHo^Jwei^^iAppdiitcKbl.rQieeQitia^ 

Aditt  d&y/iftrfd'^i^^e^^eril^ovenibrv  Mr//'inaqDD^>^ria<jtijKk^^I^ 
ih  iM6  WMgriutef^sl^'tidtide te 0(21^  tKMlAccflleeUiwnaBAifclei^ 
{n^  c€  2|h«  fiMM  pdKtftoai  iftiikiideB(tt,/flbb;  nbeindn^MOagf^ 
Vb  'dlMrge^dfiaeapsdtf  or)  oiinaitatttioiillo  dvt^hnwGftUtfged; 
iUie^'«ffefl^.i9«»tmderkfaiMTt»*b^  tfeur  ^ii^  praa^moSlii^ 
huA  h^'i^efJifUuCflliM  a(iit]i[»iial»  iri^tSo^'^ml  rproh/f^icw^a^ti 
gMLtStH^T^jAa'OA  theip  support  <rf  Mflsavs.  •BitrcktanfiK  tkaMSfik 
ihfein'  b(Aidl  b(l  ^itstifiwl^tb:  thmr ^pDAticHt-mi)  p^faMc  .4armi|9idlD4 
fft^''ibxtt«we]i|ti^'>iAi0*'Bloe  v]^l1y'tagBIiult^  .1liaiiL-r.>iT  vjitHMi>f 
jT  v^  Mfl  'TlHbtf  IM]ig;>helililc  great  lestMfauyjifFWtKxmi  iffi^'Medbl 
gt:^^^rt<^'c^  lBt%'9)ei!jim  OaoV  MKiP)iiHt>rfild%  hmmigm))mx^mmiif 
resigned  the  situation  for  that  purpaasc  J 'Mr/^Baaky j^iMrXibeflafefjr 

€w  <fttftiM'^of>l{;aole»|iaM'iiw«oi^ft^  9ierk-)lusioHafbtt0 

)Ml^lA%r^^:i«lls  if^tr  «i«ii^l€H  ii^)rt|^B86  of  db  pnsgnteeffoHAiglliB 

■ -'^  'H1»i%dcMi«f  &iidah»^TMBji(ibQrg^¥)a8aB«(heia  thftfiiippoml- 
ltteij§^«m  i»il^t^in>  8iriteftai#ffil()fa7i«]ait^  n/£ke 

cahwr  of  tl^Y»hi74rteivr4if(M^«9xbiesiliiten^^        JOeivaiva 
itti^tl^of^'Kofld^MAtldfaaii^  tei^pren- 

liu^^A^^^'^  it^i^b4Efld<pr.iolWiifaito(>^  tiknet>b«'iTQinoved;  to 

N^QIMj^kaM/JikHd'lbo^^  Baptist  I  chufck  in 

¥iMMM}l^eetk>  "^^^IT^  h^<ivas(setecte(^«ralllaatizai^lt»iE»^ 
UtiemMmKS^  tlfe^lttM|K9tt  Bm^  :fiM  tent  oat  id  tlie  ship 
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]82l)  Duff^  commanded  by  Captain  Wilaon,  to  introduoe  GhristiaQity 
amongut  the  newly  discovered  islanders  o£  the  .Southenx  *  Seas. 
If  e  was  then  2^  years  of  age,  and  the  expedition  sailed  on  the 
1,0th  of  August.  He  was  landed  with  eight  others  at  Tongataboo, 
one  of  the  Friendly  Isles,  an  island  about  21  miles  in  oxtentirom 
east  to  west,  and  aboiit  13  from  north  to  south,  about  480  leagues 
west  of  Tahiti^  and  containing  a  population  of  nine  or  tea 
thousand.  The  missionaries  were  hospitably  received  by  the 
natives,  but  met  with  great  animosity  from  two  British  aaikm 
they  found  on  the  island,  named  Ambler  and  Morgan.  Subea* 
quently,  through  the  evil  influence  of  tliese  men  over  the  natives, 
three  of  the  missionaries  were  murdered,  and  the  others,  after 
witnessing  Vason's  spiritual  declension  and  apostaoy,  saved  their 
lives  by  flight,  and  were  delivered  by  a  remarkable  providence : 
the  Betsy^  a  privateer,  with  a  S[)aiush  prize,  happened  to  touch  at 
the  island,  and  received  them  on  board. 

Yason  himself  met  with  a  very  narrow  escape  from  death, 
of  which  we  have  a  narrative  in  his  own  words : — "  One  day,"  he 
states,  '*  Ambler  and  Morgan  entered  my  habitation,  armed,  with 
an  evident  design  of  revenging  themselves  by  murdering  ma  I 
expected  that  instant  to  be  speared.  But  providentially  there  was 
a  chief  with  me,  who  they  knew  had  a  great  regard  for  me :  they 
departed  therefore  without  molesting  me.  I  learned  whither  they 
had  retired,  and  immediately  went  to  the  vessel,  (the  Duff^  on  her 
return  from  Tahiti);  and  Mr.  Faulkner,  the  third  officer,  myself, 
and  some  others  proceeded  directly,  well  armed,  to  their  retreat. 
We  had  searched  several  spots  without  success,  till  night  came  on. 
At  length  I  advanced  from  the  Eeld  by  myself,  before  tlie  rest,  up 
a  narrow  lane :  and  meeting  some  of  tlie  natives,  I  inquired  of 
them  if  they  had  seen  Ambler.  They  replied  by  seizing  me,  and 
held  me  immovable  by  my  arms  behind.  I  could  easily  have  shot 
one  of  them  with  a  pistol,  which  I  held  ready  loaded  in  my  hand ; 
but  knowing  that  my  own  death  would  have  iustimtiy  followed^ 
I  forbore  to  touch  the  trigger.  They  dragged  me  forward,  along 
the  lane,  and  threw  me  on  my  back.  Whilst  two  or  three  held 
me,  another  raised  his  club  to  strike  mo  on  the  head.  I  despaired 
of  escape,  and  expected  the  suspended  club  would  finish  my  life. 
But,  that  instant,  the  moon  emerged  from  under  a  cloud,  and 
shining  full  in  my  face,  as  I  lay  upon  my  back,  discovered  who  I 
was.  The  natives  immediately  dropped  their  clubs,  aweil  by  rever- 
ence for  the  chief  with  wliom  I  resided,  as  they  well  knew  I  was 
a  great  favourite  with  him.  Just  tlicn  Mr.  Faulkner  and  his 
pai-ty,  alarmed  by  my  outciios,  came  up  and  fire<l  upon  my  assail- 
ants, but  missed  thcuu.  They  iled,  but  followed  us  afterwards  for 
some  tim(i,  as  we  retired  to  the  boat.  I  did  not  enter  the  bOat 
with  tli(?m,  but  returned  to  my  chief.  I  was  surprised,  when  I 
arrived  at  \m  habittvtion,  to  lind  the  doors  of  the  inclosure  secured, 
and  w:a8  obliged  to  stay  some  time  in  the  public  rood.  At  length, 
roused  by  fear  of  pursuers,  I  succoodQd  in  forcix^  the  ^tiMOa  j  JL. 
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was  more  alanneit,  when  I  entered,  to  pflfoeive  all  the  iiativOs  un-  1 820 
dor  nriua.  As  I  approicheil,  thoy  poiuted  their  spearii  al  me.  .  I 
iuiiiiired  for  the  oM  (thief:  they  sent  for  htm,  but  told  me'.iti  ,ttje 
muttntiine  that  tfaey  were  informed  by  Ambler  and  Morffau,  that 
it  waa  our  intention  to  kill  him,  and  seize  the  island.  The^  men 
had  succeeded  in  exciting  the  indignation  of  the  natives  a^nt  us 
by  this  malignant  calumny.  They  took  every  step  tp'  lessen  us  ^ 
their  esteem,  and  to  exalt  themitelvos.  They  gave  it  out  that  they 
were  persons  of  the  greatest  conseqacnce ;  that  one  \ra6  the  ki'ng^ 
son,  the  other  a  dake,  or  great  chief;  that  we  were  only  pf -the 
lower  olaas,  and  aervantis  to  them  in  thiiir  own  country."  .- 

At  length,  the  two  men  modified  their  conduct,  and  affeytijd 
a  reconciliatioji,  but  offending  the  nativeSj  wery  both  puj  to  death. 
Vason,  being  locateii  at  some  distance  from  hia  brethreai  and 
becoming  a  boaom  friend  of  one  of  the  le.~L<ling  chieb,  w^'expos^ 
to  powerful  temptations.  The  wholesome  restraints  of  Christianity 
slipped  from  him  nlmost  imperceptibly,  and  ultimaiejy  he'  wholly 
alMniloned  himself  to  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  natives, 
conducting  himself  in  all  respects  as  one  of  tlieni.  He  adopted 
their  mode  of  dress,  was  tattoed,  married  one  of  the  chief's  daiigji- 
ters,  and  acquired  a  small  landed  estate,  employing  taboiit-prs/to 
oultivate  it  with  cocoa  nut  and  plantain  trees,  pines,  and  other 
tropical  productions.  Subsequently,  as  polygamy  was  thought 
boaonrahle,  he  took  a  second  wife,  acquired  more  fandi  anJ  rose  W 
constderabie  importance;  but  &  war  breaking  out,  a  series  o^ 
disastrous  defeste,  in  one  of  which  be  was  very  near  Ibsing'liia 
life,  stripped  him  of  all  his  possessions,  and  placed  him  in  con- 
tinual fear  of  assassination.  Fortunately,  in  the  svimmer  of  tSOi, 
at  the  mom«it  when  a  plot  had  been  organized  to  put  him  to 
death,  he  managed  to  escape.  The  attendant  circumstances,,  it 
will  be  seen,  were  highly  exciting. 

Vason,  in  pursuance  of  the  plot  against  him,  had  been  sent 
on  an  expedition  to  a  neighbouring  island.  To  his  astonistuaent 
and  joy,  the  Royal  Admiral,  an  East  IndiAman,  happened  to  have 
tonohed  there  at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  and  he  determined,  if 
possible,  to  return  to  civilized  society.  The  great  obstacle,  he 
knew,  was  the  vigilance  of  the  natives,  who  would  do  all  they 
could  to  reserve  him  for  their  own  vengeance,  "  Various  plana," 
said  Vaion  to  his  biographer,  "  rushed  into  my  mind  :  sometimes 
I  bought  of  taking  a  small  canoe,  and  making  my  escape  to  t!he 
ship.  But  well  knowing  that  if  met  by  any  of  the  natives  I  should 
be  killed,  I  waited  till  morning,  hoping  t«  prevail  on  the  chief 
who  had  brought  me  to  Tavou,  to  go  to  the  ship  to  trada  I  told 
him,  I  doubted  not  but  I  could  get  him  some  iron  tools,  if  he 
wAld  go  immediately.  Sensible  that  death  would  be  my  inevi- 
table lot  if  I  did  not  succeed,  I  used  every  possible  argument,  and 
at  length  a  few  of  the  natives  consented.  I  had,  however,  the 
nahappioees  to  see  the  ship  under  weigh,  and  wa&  terribly  afraid 
iia  wMld  Mil  witJtout  me.     But  as  the  wind  blew  only  a  alight 
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1620  broezie,  tKe  sMp  iiriis  sotne  time  in  Keying  i:N:>iihd;  and'  the  canM 
feuld^go  larft^rthafi  ahfe  ^as  theh  able  to* da  'I'  j^etsUaded  tbem 
to  let  me  feteef ;  Imd  we  soon  ditho  up '"Witb  her,  whcii  th6' Itaitivea' 
refu^  tio  let  ftie  be  aliiy.l6hger  at^the  belnii^'foi*  fear  I^IMld  nm 
the  canoe  against  the  shi|y.  When  we  <^m«  nt^r;  I '(^ted-t]^ 
*'ftow  do  y6u  d6,  counfe^enf  Bitt  ihejkilifltv  M\y  laugBdd  mt 
6ie,  as  they  stippos^  from  my  dress,  that^I'Was'a'  iuilire  ^ho  had 
picked  up  some  European  phrases.  '"    - 

•*The  ship  wad  now  just  "be^t&iiili^ 'i6  sail;' ifaid  the  only 
ippcHjtnhi^  of  gbttiAg  out  of  the  Hartdi  W  thirfie  irfaVfcgbJr  "was 
l&el^  to  be  1(^  fbr^t^Sr.  'What  shotaW  1  do*?  1  artteAipted  tor 
cill  dilt  Who  iSrafe,  but  I  had  tt>  lohj  beeTl'imJMfcujftcrthM  t^tidy 
native  tongue,  that  I  perpetually '  mixed  the  Isn^^hiftge  of  theswi 
Mkiids  wiih  ft ;  which  rendered  all  I  said  so "  hhintelligtMe,*  ^  to 
increase  the  ridicule  and  unb^ief  6i  the  ibilor^  I  jtimper  over- 
board, ti^on^ng  I  coxlld  easily  i^^im  to  th^ 'ship ;  iHkenitJhi^^hd 
wad  near,  said,  *get^ntb  my  «tn*,  1  will'  tXt^  y6n  t6  the'shii*.' 
But  no  sooner  had  I  entered  it,  than  he  turned,  with  me  toiihird 
the  shore.  My  sithmtioii  then  was  almoiF^ftiperJttel '  I  cfiW  out 
as  lo'jrdly  as  I  could,  partly  ih  the  native  and  ptfrtly  m  thelShglish 
tor^e;  but  the' ship  6  cOmjMUiy  paid  tio  attention.  '  Wh&t  cbuM 
I  dol  "  1  lifted  up  my  eyes  to  hearen  in  desj^ir !  -Providence'  kb 
lenJFth  pitied  my  distress.  *  The  Lord  1^11  n6t  cait  off  for  ever^ 
for  the  spirits  would  fktl  beftjre  him.'  The  good  captain  cdtnmg 
6n  'deck,  toy  'anxiety  and  acclaniaiicms'V^ght  his ^tteiitipn^  he 
ftiid  tfaiitt  must  certaihly  be  a  European  ]  and  itomediatelj^.ordered 
6^  a  boat  for  tae,  nianiied  with  eigfit  'j)ersbns.  I  saw  the  boat 
com&g ;  but  thd  natives  rowed'  aWay  from  it,  tant&lixihg  1cM{  and 
jeering,— ^' such  k  chief,*  said  they,  'Waintt  to  see  yoiiJ'-  You  must 
visit  XoQgolala^s  brother  before  you  lisaSre  iik^  At  leAgth  a  jrottiig 
man  at  the  head  of  the  boat  beAbiSed'tb-ihtft'topIun^  in.    "I 

into  the.  Wtitcr,  in  a 
c^noe  Wj^  s^dlTng,  and 
Jt'strifee  ifte  witTi  therir 
paddles.,  If^anwhile,  the  boat  come  up  witl^  me,  and  the  SUiilbrs 
jnilfecif  rii*  Jcu  This  bdat  thetf  itteiii  j^fed  tb  tMft  tihe-  caio^io wn ; 
but!  knd^ng  the  cohsiqueixce/thfft  we -should -idF  hAV^  "b^n  ii&>n« 
derei,  as  ihey  Were  tiu6h  Wp^^^  to^S*  »i  tfxiinb^,  ahVT  ^  1M 
tib^  m-iMs,  t'tiSfeSi  Wt  t6  tAie\a  -^ty^^esHt,  Mlii^  tl^  :btt> 
dantirer: ,  but 


Vk^  WL  liowfi^tlit  =^f  ^-^N^/^fibht^  'Hr^^rmni'^itW  wobable 
Hl^^ffiiH^iaW'^QWr&i^;ri«^^'ftft^  «r  -fflL'  ^  We  -mi^M 
the  harte  we  o«5afd^«a^«Wft^  i 

vvamKf^f  we  wyelT  rpHCTWW.  i*- 


wlji«h,|hft4,l  ^  wy  teffi^  thttt  pf uel  pevpnge  rf  »,, ^Un^riw:^  ,591*14 

t^  fifnlJi^  ■^bjci^,TOj!,Iifr  Jifl.^i^,F^wt  t)tis,aWBii4gcri^ 
'?(tan.,^„dptr.  <rf,  ».,^w,.pun,u,^if  mi^/ fpr  ew  Wej;i),t  of 
iQyirefitt(»toJiietiwtq^l,<ie4Ats,rf,Cty;]i^  life,  ^f  ff>)thV)g 

of  Teligion,"  ,,  I  .;  ,  ,".  ,.  ;,  ■.  ,,^ 

b'roii)  Yavou,  Vawn  wa;B  taliea  to  Ctiin^;  oji^  ^i  Cwto% 
beariog  of  oji  American.  vcsk-I.  tli&t  wanted  Iwiv,  he  'etungt^ 
liijupi:lf  as  a  conirapn  ^e^maai,  and  (lisenibarkedr  ^t  ;Sr8W,.  Jfi^l?* 
From  iheuce  he  returned  to  JCiiglaud,  arHvJjijf  in  ]h»  ^p^mof,  ,^ 
London,  in  (itemontli  of  October,  1802,  _",", 

Though,  be  never  rcgainod  His  former  pcMjutios  }q  r^gipnif 
society,  he  conducted  biuiaelf  wit^  great  proprieiyf  (V^d  inored  in 
a  .r^iipcctablo  ^tier«.  His  bonevolenpe  and  gwimaifj.iiaK  proi 
vertii&I,  and  hi^  cliief    failing  waa  ati  oocauonM  ifrwci^ility  o^ 


Hif-jfTBOUal  appearance  was  peculiar.  An  bal|ilual  gravity, 
apprcxiinAting  to  a  melancholy  tbouglifulness  wliich.  seldom  P^t- 
vifte^  hiiq.to  smile,  marked  uia  pouutenaiiee.  His  forebead  was 
nther.loT  v^il  pioj^cting;  hia  aoae  prominent,  and  eingularly 
aoqililitwiihia. chill  was  broad,  hia  mouth  moderately  wide,  and 
tlifc.  Iip4  thjflk  i  bia  complexion  was  dark  and  sun-tauued  ;  his  eyes 
i(ere  ^auUX  greyi  and  particularly  pi^netrating ;  and  there  was  a 
4Wt  pf  paiAlj^ic  twitching  about, his  mouth  and  visage.  He  was 
f float  S,\e  jk^i  sevcu  inches  in  height^  of  ratjier  slender  mal('<,  and 
\iia.  usiul  ^pi  waa  quick,  and  hia  speech  ha^ty.  He  was  rcinark- 
fjtil;-  clesp  a;^  neat  in  hia  dress,  and  in  most  respecta  excellently 
^w^^ted  its  h|*  situation  as_gao]eE.  Hia  ago  at  hia  death  waa  66 
jear^  ajod  .lof  remi^as  were  interred  in  the  B^ptiat  buriol-gronnd, 
)loanUrtreet.,.,-,  ■  v,  ■■     ■      ■  ^,-  i ,  ■. 

th^fqagf  i(;i;7|Bft5,%,th^.,Hap .flf ;(%,  l4otV;E^g))fa), ^^hBCl;lp^ 

loii^Wn-U''M9»'^t9}K^^^<>S^o^if>rlili.y^^  fopiii^.  .The 
EflV.  %  EsJjt,  ojj,  feirmingham,  pre^hed  in  ttio  morning,  aiij  the 
Rev.  Dr.  -E^oB,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  evening.  CoUe<;tiona, 
f  105  79.       ■  - 

Junf.-^^Sr.  Cenm^  haviog  resigned  Hip  oSi^  of  Deputy 
Recorder,  Mr.  William  Reader,  of  Enhurst  Patk..HantB„  wa* 
appolj^tad  to.aucQEed  him,  Sir.  Reader  discharged  the  duties  with 
diatinguislied  ahiUtVi  naiil  his  jetlrement  in  1835.,  In  the  year 
1830  a  piege  of  platje  wa8.,preHeiil(«l  to  him, ^y  our  toffjiapjiMl,  as 
A  pnblif  ^knowiofigment  of  hia  ynportant  aervioqa 

,  JiUg. — A  dis.tre^iJig  o^iujtj  at.tlio  Salutatjijn  iiui,  Houwdsr 
gat«,  placed  the  lives  .cj  .the  .^stIiqIb,  fajnily  in  ipuniuent  dangei. 
A  a&k^rquao^  st  A^Beaic,  -i^i|»d.  witjb.  othdnml,  fpf  t^e  deMmc 
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1820  tionof  yermiiiy.had^beed^^  placed  by  Hhe  iKndHuly,  ■  in  a  ^onkir'of 
the  {Gantry  which  jilie  i^odght  woald  ^txstelly  elide  (^)tsrv«tioA. 
Her  inoilieiv  hovrovu!/  -who  irsL<y.ntT  her  t-8 7th"  year,  feimd-Tit^  4aid 
Teiy  innbccntly  {>ui  itemeagiA^  ikm  oatnund  '^ia'^flie  jipr.r  *  in'  tbe 
course  of -the  aail)€i'ii]iMmiiig^;tke{.'Odteieal''-^ras'''0^  to:^l}iil^!«n 
broth;  Q^.vhidhidt^thr£aBnl^|ialto6kAt.ditq^      Viwjr  aUtiWing 

rp^tt]»:iwfHrrimDivdiaieiyE£o^^    tbeiiAila^ 'being »:dilK)Ov«f^ 
jmxi^im^ji'riirhhLgr^  taicnd;iBcbntinKtefed  vitlibut 

delay  a  quantity  of  sweet  oih -floiidrrmiicgaii  vcl]ir>.'^^yni»;  ffttend^ 
dirocRy  »ft6r^'and-AlBiatHl^MT&  Qre^Pthttr-^f&l^fadr'VA^'iiSbther 
atidrsbnt  ^ha-ttr]raat:»iiuii(V'^(^^h]sax«r  «iiEd^thc,tAp'h^'4«!hBr 
ovdiered  to  bedr  -f'octiiiiiite^.a^i^-tlrsia  Bsoover^iiSKcopt^g  the 
fai^Qi^f.jMr.  Johnr  Qreeai^^«rh<rn^ed'*d6ki^  kn^ring' .three  or  foiir 
daya;  aged.5ri6fywMrk7',ai;'»  o.'.t  ■'."•'.■'>■  m  «  c-i:-:  dsci-  :.♦  \:r' .=.. 
1  ^tigtuL  8/=-fHLonPHolkiBd*  haSrizq^  in^fd  ^heTmeihbtrtf 4tf  the^' 
Co^|)!otaRtiim  to^ine  mith  himAt^hunUad  OSal^  iv  xnbatfi«i«|H7«iMli 
enletlbauuneitt:  wtepronrulnitrr'The  pnncfpah  toasttr:9rm«;:^^^T|fd 
rights  of  ^.people,"  f^lSeoaAseiofi  lfl}ei^all'.orer;:th6  J^iTofW^ 
**  The  imiaortel  meni«n!y.6£^CharleaJaQiBK.^ex^  MrEaii^^Ori»y^  and 
the.WhigB  of -Sngland/'ifo;^''   :  '.'    itiihrir^   v/!^«:-^    r-s-  pr  .^S" 

Attffti^t  25.  Tho  ex^^uBftve  M^tai:  Ttnrks  Hsf -^lyieascs.  rBatMifft 
VM  &.  Boni4tt:BaiBford»Ti4rere^^  totally  destroyed  djy^fl^  TrhO-«|o^ 
atst'ttctive  damont! wiis. first obaer\*edri2t*the Kpiiiniiigrr<9om  oA>tfa# 
foiirth'floi)^^  about  'Ones  "im.thei  mornings  hfi the?  watdnfittK;^«Khb 
imm^diatej^*  atormed}  iheinittakes  t>£ :  tho  hioghbauring  faimaea/'and 
laiig  the  bell -at  thh.top  of  42h0:buikHij^r'\^:o9nsidm(b^^iftb(<f 
of  the  villagers  were  speedily  drawn  together ;  but^tK^qeftMtnft^ 
meana  co^ld  be  adopted-  to-avnesi  the^in;^|red»  oCatiM  flaan^s/vxrhich 
had  gathered.'giiaat- iAtehsit^caqd^^pemn^-  £3^en  r<ihb5^0r8Jiiigt>MB 
fpom  Nottingham,  tbiyiiiadb^iflehl;  fidh['.QjBiteT£nrf3adaiflir«AiiI 
had  ai;ri¥ed  by  meana^  ei  poalfhaMeai'wdtii  ir^enatomt  dea{u^»^ 
wereoaaleaa.  .^Ol^the  donipiroateft  madNnciyv'^and- everything  in 
tbettn^iHory  nQlftiiiig.waa.'liayM 'ekce^t  the  dxMskk  '  'It  iwas  ccn» 
jeotttredihat  dieoi^iinity  ongiaated  in4^^spontanooii9JGombuBtioii 
of  Boue  cottoi^  waat^'  JCete&  HaU  weve  imBorod^  but  -)[iot  ^i  the 
fiaU  ertenioi  the  damaf^-  ■>  .».    l  .  i--      -;>    .■:,!:  .li  —   .-. 

August  28. — Lord  Folkstone,  M.P.,  the  nominee  of  Loitl 
IUndiff(^*and  of  -Messrs.  JBhxshvxd  iXsnman;  on  the-PaoilanMntary 
oommittees  for  determining  tbe  eleetcoa  petitions,  acrired-  in-tiiie 
town,  and  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  Corporation. 
Lord  BanclifEe,  and  a  band  of  music,  attended  him  from  his  hotel 
to  the  GuildhaU. 

jSipteniber  2^ — Mr,  Aid.  John  Ash weQ  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  Robert  Seals  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Honor,  Sherifik 

October  10. — A>  pvfblio  meeting  of  the  i^atepayers  was  held 
an  the  Guildhall,  to  iDonaider  the  propriety  of  applying  to  Parlia- 
ment for  an  Act  to  amend  and  enlarge  the  prorisUons  of  the 
existing  Act  for  lighting  the  town.  The  Mayor  presdded.  Mr. 
T.  Wakefield  and  Mr.  Hopper  moved  a  >oii  aocordingly ; 
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but  Mr.  Alderman  Barber,  tecooded  by  Mn  Heard,  anbniitfed  an  1890 
amendments  He  thought  tliai  ai'clauae  should  be  mtreduced 
authorizing  the  oollectioii  of  a  rate^for  watehtng  as  well  as  light* 
ing  the  town.  There  were  nuiaeroaa  robberies,  he  arged,  in  tfas 
lower  parts  Of  the  town^  «nd  thongh  some  of  the  thieves  w«re 
deteotedi  manjr  escaped ;  and  it  was  iieoj|p8ar7<  that  there  should 
be  an  organised  night  poUde. :  This  was  warmly  opposed)  on  the  plea 
of  the  great  expense  it  would  entaili  and  on  a  diV]Bk>%  the  originsll 
motion  was  adopted  by  a -large  nu^oritj.  '  ' 

Between  1820  and  187^  the  ooiiriat  is  Itematkabla  Thm, 
twelve  drowsy,  and  fcur  the  most  part,  sopenomvated  watehmeil)' 
with  their  watoh-boxes  and  rattlte,  paid  it  must  be  rfemesBbered 
solety  by  voluntary  mibscriptions,  and  confining  their*  rounds  eis^ 
olusively  to  those  streets  in  which  the  subscribers  resided^  wi0rt 
thought  siifficient  forthd  whold  town«  *  IN^ow,  the  isme  service 
emp^s  a  well  paid  aitd  orgknised  Ionia  6f  1  ^chief 'constablir;  1' 
supbrintendent,  11  ins|Mot(nr%  87'sergeant%  and  148  oonstables; 
toulf  18^  under  the  direction' of  the  Watch  (Committee; 

.  Ncvmber  II, — ^Tidings  ioi  the  withdrawing  of  the  Bill  of 
Pains  and  Penalties  against  the  Queen  reached  the  town  thiii 
morning  by  express,  and  created  very  general  joy.  Each  '■  day's 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords  had  been  reprinted 
in  the  town,  and  very^  widely  and  greedily  received^  and  the 
ahattdonmeiit  ol  th^  btU  was  cegardedby  the  numerous  fritonds  of 
Quaeja  Oamltne  as  a  most  distinguLriiad  tnumph.-r  Keverj|ieriiaps,' 
ware  the  pbpnlto  sympathias  itiore:fufly  enlisted  im^  favour  oi  aa 
aoeQS#d  party.- 

In  the  covrse  ol  the  f  oUewini^  week  numerous  feattvil^ 
wore  iadidged  in.  l^ere^was  a:  pabtio  dinner  at  the^  Foic  and 
Hevnds^  in  Osrler-gate ;  Mr.  Henry  lieawchr  iliratninated'  hdi  fkctorf 
iHl'Dukeli^plaosv  and  gavsr  a  handaome  treat  to  his  workpei^e^*  « 
number  of  gentlemen -dined  at  the  >  €h»loiiel  Waidle,  in  Haufid*^ 

8te^  ami  /Sie  house  was  briMianldy'  illominated ;  at  disr  Hail 
oon^  in  Garte»*gstsy  a^^^sheep  waa  roasted  )Mid  given  awttyi;  thara 
1rere^alsa  public  dinxMis  ai^  tha^4aooek/ in  Wanwr-^at^  aud  tba 
Salutation,  in  Hounds-gate ;  and  illumiaatioaa  in  iHhiMt  ^sviltf 
street,  t-         ■?'■.,•  ■- ■»  .  j  v     w  .•   .    ■;  ..    y^?  t;/^- .vn 

.^\Qai  Mjonday,  the  2dth^  the  :rajodoixigs  wore^rtnewsd,  and  at 
night  there  was^a  muoh  nMiregeneratilluniination  than  tlM^oiia 
on.,  the  Thursday  pnviofML'  B;  was^'  however^ ^coalltied  forth^ 
most  part  to  the  househc^ders  <if  Whig  pditioa  MMsy  v>benlbes 
were  made  in  the  principal  streets,  and  more  thatt^thlrt^  sheep 
were^pubUdy  roasted.  •  An  effigy* of  >  Theodbre  Migcrccbi^  the  most 
notorious  of  the  witnesses -agaLhhtltiieQui6n^-was'eaPried'in<  priC 
cession*  round  the  Market-plaesi  asidtibett  bqnit  Otitavde  OhapeK 
bar  ^^re  was  a  beautiful  display  6f  ^firewisrks.'  FuUie  ditiheiv 
took  plaoa  at  twsni^'or  tUa^y^ hdians ;  -Midrtlui  j^jdicinga  e«:te<ided 
to  RadfolPdi  Badordf  Sditinton^  <  Btti#^,  Eastwood;  ^nd  otdi<$r 
plaoe^^iait most<ol.#hich/illuminatioos(  deb.,  iil4re^c^^ 
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1820  December  15. — An  attempt  "^ras  mede  to  aflsasaioAte  Mr.,  Aid* 

Barber.  He  was  staiiidiQg  in  Jiis  bhopv^ibfitiween  edglit  and  innein 
tlie  evening,  con Yerfiiii|(  .wjLtJi  Hr-.  Eaworth,  when  tliQ,  would4>e 
assassin  fijceda  ho!rse*pii>t<^l;i^n;bk»{ntle*^uwi,v..heayily.  charge^d  'with 
slugs,  from  the  <comer^o£.  f,^be|r^gate,.dol)l^tle6ft' with':  th«  idea 
*hat  tJieyrW©ul4;igo,ttroiigl|  Uie.ivdndoW'WicaMtiie)  worthy.iAlder- 
iBan'^.rlH)4y.  .  ^'Ctyi(ieHlial];Y»<  <tkis  .^as  tot  -tto/^CQB&.ti^b^  i^ugs 
passed'  by  •  bi»»,:^*al  w.eyefi?©(^iyeil,  b/  tia^  VftiJ»l/  JMr-JBa^llBrim- 
mediat<|}y  ruftb^d  out  ol  (Ihe^j^hop^iin  p^t»uiti^  tbfi' Villaij^  Wt  Aid 
DQ^  aucce^d nn  C]V*^y^kaig  hioa  i'^a^tl-  tlboUgh  A  r<^ard  ^  S'^IA 'W)gui 
offered  U^x^hM  di&eoveov  ^amd  oonLviodoTl^  i^  dot^  ^noli  #(^f)i$ii:  tbat  he 
-was  ertr  bn^^i^t  ;<K>'j:Us!ti<}e«i  /[bi^  oiuL]^  fConoQi^^bJia  ijifptiit^  i £o^  4o 
baae  aA M^m||#timu8r^-b0rf^($rredjt^^J^i<!B^b^<s grtiatha^tiKrky aui 
a  magi^trMe-.^  H^'.w^#r,emphati«ally.  *^a.^wrorito,Bf*i.4<fel1E^"  «^ 
the  lOriiAeli^iraa  doub^lesa  .(mgg^od  rhyiit!apir,ii<altPt)Vengei/i.TBe 

this'  a&  it.]%i^y>itjiQus^t.^i¥^pv,.fQailf)d:;1ortb)Titt>^vl«r^^    mi^^sy 

geneml  expression  of  sympathy,  f^ir  {i^W:«»9&'¥ei1&4U0ir9:C9ai)eot^d 

or  bettoveoM ' '  1   .t^  ***.     r?*' i<  n',  :;ri'i'L' 0  .r.!r  ,'jMii't*  ft!  fmir.    Mri'l' 

'■■;•  ./l   .'lii      V.    -  •  r,.-!  i'-J.OuaAw'"'*i'    '•"•'    '"T    v!u:'r.':-r.    .I'*"' 
::   '*'     r-'ii'.  •  •! '    »':'.'!;•  ^'iH    '.fit    vi!   Ihi'*  ^.i'v  ,;'i:riL::.'i    ^"    '■^•'f     '    ' 

1821  ,  ^anf4«r7/.rrriAIr.  IJi^maii  prf)teDt0d  ♦.  J)eti4i«i<  ttOitWHopie  of 
Cknmaonsi  ii:^«^.  7,i5Q  oif.  tbeiinb^)ital>t4  olithfe  town^^todrnmgh- 
boqthoildi  ;f  r8>>:ing  foyj  a»,.4Ji>P<'ftflhnierit  lof  .-sMiilibt^ro;'!  attjl  alao 
anoUiH",  sign^  iby  3»3T^5$  |)a»}lin^{.£ar'tbjei  rierstora'tioa'X)^ .-Queen 
Carol«VprnoiWf*.to.tb0=litupgy,.  1  i.-.-  U  f    ...>:i  ji^'.ii:  //  1 ';  ■  •  / 

Jibfkw^ny  •29.r^Af. ijrublip'  mecttiagi-ivifait  beldi  imtk^i Guildhall, 
into  wl*iibr;ibii(iMimd«  ;Ni>hp:iikp^iUe4  ,<H>nkiinoi  gatojadjni^foi,  £oc 
the  p^rj/oft^  pf  ;.^i^.etjiug,  V4x>*i::a'  iwngTfttulM0Fjr,.:a4dlie««;tO'..lhB 
Queen,  "  iip<)n  tdi(ft>f«il«vj9;i^-i!Ui^leiter,j4t»t«ii»pt  t»>^^  bfir  dc^rra- 
dationvr7  |U, r  1^4 •  .MiorJ^^ji , tKsq.j  pK^dedtiand: it})$> :4pf)nker^  were 
Mr.  Aldoriiia^  ^AlbtM,  t)ilP»MKAi»l*»riiian  -WiifoOk  .Mtt  foilJopp©*', 
and  Mr-,i(fl,  CiiJl*^  -/Cbe^adJTtiss-wasiacteptft^  wtith  ut wiftitjri  tan4 
waa  preseHted  jto  .fe^ri  Mwsty:  in  !perfliwi  by.  MWJsrs..  Biroi*  and 
Denman,  aocqwipanjed  b^Y.'Mrvii..EnMd,  tbe  Toiwn  GIw^^^  --.  i    . 

/e^rwa^*a:.r~rCireat..<liwjc^a8  .pmfMjn^,  tJbe  .faame>04k.iiilitting 
populatioa^  .In.  tl^ ,  cotiioxv  bfa<M)bea :imsn«[)«fiint«i^ta  w«^  out 
of  emplojmepW  a^  .t^WJiai.Of  irten/andjjn.iwiiiip 'ieaatTa.W4M»ein^ 
were  eJigagcU.in  begging  and  vn  (^it^a^^giag-.^raggoiis  ai>d  cai't^.ralK)Ut 
the  strw^ts,  ladencd  w^ith  coal  and  sand.  A  public  subscriptiiin 
was  raised  for  thfir  reKef.'  \      \^  .^^  ^A h     -i'  ■    *":       ^»'. 

i/(f(rrA.-^At.the  t4>w».^ttd  couujy  ais^zen,  nn  less  0»on  thirt}^- 
two  persons  were  sentenced  t  ^  be  hung.  The  wliule.of  them  wt  re 
subsequently  reprieved. 

ji^(^/y.  — The  census  of  tl  ^  population  was  taken  in  tie  last 
week  of  this  month.     It  pr  scnttd  the  following  nuiri.s: — >i)Y. 

•  The  preniUiet  at  the  louth-west  comer  of  Hollow  ktonc,  i»o^  muj  itU  by  Mr.  Hitvher. 
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Mfiry's  prvrlsh — 6,105  houses,  32,712  inhal>itant«;  St  N^icholais —   1821 
845   housee,   4,117   inhabitants;    St.   Peter^9—626   houses,  3,361 
inhabitants;    Cattle  Limits  aiid  Stawlard-hiU — 37    houses,   225 
inhabitants ;   Brewhouse-yard — 18  houses,   90  inhabitants  :  total 
number  of  houses,  7,631 ;  total  population,  40,505. 

JtUi/  19. — Coronation  of  George  IV.  The  day  was  obserred 
AS  a  public  holiday.  In  the  morning,  St.  Mary's  church  was 
attended  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  and  an  extremely  numer- 
mis  congregation.  At  noon,  the  7th  Dragoon  Guards  and  the 
WoUaton,  Watnall,  Nottingham,  and  Holme  troops  of  Yeomanry 
Cavalry,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dunne,  assem- 
bled in  the  Market-place,  and  discharged  their  fire-arms.  The  hne 
extended  from  the  Exchange  to  Chapel-bar.  The  Mayor  then 
stepped  forward,  accompanied  by  the  Corporate  body  and  the 
dergy  of  the  town,  and  invited  the  officers  to  join  them  in  drink-^ 
ing  Ms  Majesty's  health.  This  being  done,  a  suiM^essioii  of  lo«id 
huiusas  concluded  the  eeremonial.    ' 

The  same  morning,  the  foundation  stone  of  St.  Paid's  chapel- 
of-ease  was  laid,  with  the  usual  ceremonial,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Wilkina 
The  inscription  upon  it  was  as  follows : — '*  The  first  stone  of  a 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Paul,  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty 
God,  agreeably  to  the  ritea  kncKc4remonies  of  the  Established 
Church  of  England,  was  laid  by  the  Reverend  George  WilkinSi 
A. ML,  vicar  of  the  mother  church  of  St  Mary,  this  19th  'day  of 
July,  in  the  year  1821,  being  the  day  of  the  cor6natioti  of 'faiB 
Majesty  King  George  lY.  The  Right  Hon.^  and  Right  Reir. 
Edward  Yenables  Yemon  being  Lord  Archbishop  of  the  diocese. 
William  Wilkins,  Esq.,  A.M.  and  F. A.S.,  architect;  and  Mr.  Spicer 
Crowe,  builder :  both  appointed  by  *  his  Majesty's  Commissioners 
lor  biulding  and  promotive  of  boilding  additional  churches  ;*  bV 
whom  ^e  expenses  of  this  structure,  and  the  ground  on  whi^h  it 
stands,  are  defrayed  from  the  Parliamentary  grant." 

Two  public  dinners  served  to  further  distinguish  the' day  *{ 
one  at  the  Riding  School,  ^e  other  at  the  Feathen^  tavehL 
At  the  firsts  L.  Rolleston,  Esq.,  was  in  the  chair,  surrounded  ^iM^ 
by  gentlemen  of  Tory  politias.  The  Mayor  presided  at  the  othisi*^ 
and  it  was  an  assemblage  principally  composed  of  Whigs.  '     - 

AnguBi  7. — Death  of  Queen  Caroline,  aged  52  ye^ni  ^  This 
unexpected  and  melancholy  event  gave  rise  to  very  ^(dh^ral 
expressions  of  grief,  and  on  the  following  Sabbath, 'the' ]i»«d{>it8 
of  nearly  every  place  of  worship  in  the  town  were  coverOd  ^ith 
black. 

September  29. — Mr.   Alderman    C,    L,    Morley   "aij^inted         •'., 
Mayor :  Mr.  J.  Heard  and  Mr.  W.  Roworth,  Sheriffs.       "^^ 
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during  &▼» jymra  iol  i ilK  vUnitaanto' fiDife^pegatioB^  Hi^pKraiiMmtft 
H« imaA.^iurttTB icl. l^tfirciAtkhapoii^rjniQ^' andialilic  timai^f  hia 
daosaaaiiR^jSOjFeahi  oiagei^JEIialteinaMUDiinre  mtqnBAiq; Jmnfeoii 
ehnrahrjard^'  ^.]ldjr«  i^unttev  .ira»  Bacaoeded .  l^  ?tke  iBta\  Bqnjpnim 
Ckrpe^tori  o|bJleaGfai^  ihe  oninar^n]^.  IIjo^  k 

llzir  Juatke  Bes^i^Eithib;iiuiidefiiof^>!W&Ui6iai.€a^  v  dair  -wat 
gMDfikBQpar.i  to.  £k.  fliomMi^W.  ,Wyt«v:  of ''J\¥iftUiiigwe)ifl^'iaiid 
betwoeD  jbx  iftnd.8oreQ^<m(lhe  iilomiiig'e{.rth^24^^ 
in  th^  pomMiajTOMr^  ^ram  purtmag  hisLayocfttfoniB  .Oadbjr  .wood. 
Hearing  the  disdiarge  of  %  gm^  \»  hid  iwnwrif  m  a  thioket  bj^  the 
jnde  ol  a  ixiding^witil  the  poaehor  came  upv*  and  ihen^camejontfAnd 
aai»d  him.  -  !Qie  mauf  SMadereODO^  begged  to  bo  laeieat  iiberty^  but 
finding  en^ieatf  tiieffeotual»  drew  :Wtfk Jas^arm^  iindiBho<ihi»;  Bay- 
ang^  .^!Thott  aeest.wh»t  Itkou'sigot.^it?  •.iSaokdenonthen  walked 
leiiurelyi  «way.  With  Ahejgrei^eMpaBiUedifficuity^tbeirouiiidod 
manunanagidd  ^  cDKwl-ioihoLiO^ar^hiBnae^ a?  dialaA6e  oiE  aieeaiy 
two  m^fiH^ : and  gavei  suck  infonmUoii^jiB'  fed  to  %he miurdeter^ 
oonTictipn.  .The  ^oi  had •  ^uetnAoi  »ter  .tia :.iiaawl^  and  had 
lodged  in  the.  nnedea  above*  the  ifnl^hipk  Be  oot^tinned  seasiUe 
throng^iout  tikfii  .di>y|.  and  died  about  eight  in  the  eyeninlg;.  i  ' 

&kndenon  wa«  a..]Miiti ve  o€  Gorltoi^  near  Wocksop;  and «t  the 
time  o£  the oommifisioQ.ofl  thiajoffeaocv  rMided^at  WodkBop..  -Be 
jehidfid  eveiy.  attempt  to  apprehend  him  Atttil  ^e  night  4i£  the  27th 
of  Februacyr  when  he  waa  lound  inihed  in.hiB  6wn  honae..:  .Hia 
behaTiour  alter' conyiotion  wa^veij  pemtenk    •!•  -    r 

Jiarekt^^r^^S^nsrs  paH  of  the  Town.  Hall  'mw&\  cronaded  to 
eaDoeas  to  liatan  to  theidetaib  of  a  long  conecakdand  v^  remark* 
able  murder,  for  thecommiaaionQf  wiii<dtihrae  men  were  aria^ed 
at  the  bar*  before  the  JIqie^  Sir  W.  D.  Beetw  Their  nmnea  were 
Eobert  £amford^  aged  20  yearsi  Adam  Adie^  Aged  29  yeara,  and 
WiUiam  Knight,  i^^  23yeare;  and  the  onme  widi  they  woie 
diaxged  waa  Jthe  witfnl  murder  of  John  Tiauna.  by  throwing  .him 
orer  the  paimpet  of  the  Trent  bridge,  on:the  19th  of  Seplembery 
1818^    .  .-.:■  .  .  .  ■    •..^.  ,■  •.  •  .\  .\-^.jj        -.^    '  •'  .  .•.     . 

Jt  appeared  in  evidene^  that  at  dtj&rent.^perioda  ol:  the  day 
in  qneatiom  :the  deooaapd  wfia  aoeak  in  oea^^^n^  with  all  the 

K'sMoyera  -^  ^  laat  time  beii^  aa  late,  aa  nine  in  -  the  evenii^ 
>qi.thait  moment  he  diHappeared;.and  was  neither  seen  nor  hraod 
of  until  aome  days.afterwajeds,  when  hiabcKiy  was  decBTo^  in 
the  river  near  Holme  Pierrepont,  so  horribly  dis^gured  that  even 
hia  immedilite.iHettda  could  only-identif^r  it  by.  the  ciroumstance 
of  Timma  haviog  had  two  thumba  on  one  of  2ua  handa^ 


Such  a  discovery,  coupled  with  the  great  improbability  of    1822 
Timms  having  committed  suicide,  naturally  excited  grave  suspicion, 
and  it  coming  to  the  knowledfi;e^of  the  authorities  that  Bamford, 
Adie,  and  Knight  had  been  qSbcuM  v  Timms  on  the  night  of  his 
disappearance,  they  were  taken  into  custody.     Nothing,  however,    ,.     , 
eonkb  km  ooddowdt*  against  itbes^*  tol  ^^rraatvJthei!^:^  committal  for    "  " 

tidal^andjiiiT^lik^  ooin^e^^w>day«itiiJy  ^iteribolibcEated^t  ji 

.:  And  inowi  to*  aUons  l^Hinf  iittle  i(MMJol'^tto^iader0V8r'thoi^(ht  dI 
the  mfeigiuJtHnila^of  liar^onBUi^:«i(bUiTla^aa  Gceon^  4  ^Jimmework 
knitterv^epOBdd  «il:thfP  t]nal{'^at'ioci>  the^fotutrdaj^lafttrJihejneQfa 
liberation,  ih0i*^iifa8>^'at'i4fie/iShiADqMKrorj9i^  iA;.'^&}taD^ 

Btreeti^  iriie^  heanditbejembpwjrvwrilsui^sed-^^  Adie  walk 
in/'fontbby  ha:difl^ppecktf>l(hilt>te«maxBtiU)im'>^^  ^  A}die^»8aid, 
3^iGreeti,)WiUi3i«/^gitte  m^cuMp ^  ak^rifoii il'vB^ad'  nvne'sinoe^ } 
wenl'ic^^Lf'^KWdtnMai^toldcJitniKtori^  the  cop  -and 

diiak,  aadiAhrtrw  iappqaayaciittlyt  tiAteyitttctihe  -Banier.taMiKpippogiiig 
to  -th^  ooitjpAtLyi  ms^hmmfitktd  «l  fim^  lialf|ie|m5b«bpyoe|.  oa*  the 
pka'tka^dt>wfl8i;b6ii0roi|Bn^irtoonlie«e>ift><t^^  had  been  ia 

pMJspnti3a:6ubsefip^nJ^tai^;|tej(eta«>J^^  liien  saic^ 

^^AdM^tihalfldid/^imlHs^1l&8iWt«ia2y  ibadeciUpay  ^fsitfa^V  b|it  Adife 
BiMAvvvioiaiUwerj  >i'Wftnejurei|^/i^l^[^~i^  ondATimfDB 

i0ere.togelbesiE«:tlia4Idi^iiUb4lNr  BQ|;ieig[o^;?;aiia  Adiemid,  ''Yai, 
weswaa.^  >WitBtea»;c<»tRiticidy'^AYio«iwBl^v«t7rth^.'^^^ 
and  >hadiihD0e*o4nipii  ofeahotbgrg^amcl  Adie  w^ittcd  tfa«t  itwas 
jQLi  L^tpiesanpunuediite  ib^pnitfyf^fVbaA  ma^  didlyouigo  thenr 
KodaoMwerj i i. ^itadefet  tbfiii sasid,  -^^t>iB'^i^M'jka€mi^<youiand  J^ni- 
ford  and ^3?immK» wefeonlllD^Ulami^b^  tfmeiq'clock] 

Jim:  VBOftmetivf  Mvwa&l  iMHioiu^  that  'Vmevft-  you  ;?'0«iHi'.Adie  r^ 
|Aied,  .fiB^aaekt  thatkrO ^  iWitnoffpliid^ ^i'^  Bpisi<w«U  imown^i  you  wese 
«6  thflibrndgbuit  aii)iki4crrMoreviiiiM|^}>  afkdqAdi^  a^^owiedged 
bBing  ttberbjjwvWitb0i8i^«Lid;  ^^i^WAsOf^hecAcMjAP  Tiflsaasl^^and 
Adie  replied,  <'He  i0ivlikaE«fiir9i4fr0istii0^biMg0;  Bai^^ 
nanitiiBtatlBWPW  bkliovi9rj3'i  dtseeb  taii^  ^^f  What  iinio  the  levy 
kolel^^  v^J^o^Hj«aidilie/i^Joi^thei^cittitiaii)E;mdOr  ftirtiier  on."  Wit- 
nfiaBithaifmakeobAdfaJibibifiar  heiiwaa^offit^^mi  hd  o^e  hundred 
7ttrd84i>eigbty>l'iixty4jarft|^1  bQtitheMPMMpao  re^oaa&  ''  Witness 
:4lBBaodbxari^,'t<4iirOT>ifi^  ^liiiigtweintjr^yatds,  or  you 

could.-^u]t  Jnt^  «Mn)  it.iatttiiat,tiM«i>i^iii^t^;''  Adie  replied^  ^'I 
was  |P0iseaanth(M^  J^mwIt/dbdiB.^'  -  lA^nion  iaaikiid.  Biuace,  who  was 
iir.tid0<nioni4istaiiingv^imid}^'^j@j^^  it  makes 

my  flesh  creep  upon  my  bones  •"  and  so  the  oon versation  ended. 
,.  >.  ^It  awms  estvaordiiikiy  t^Hiifter  stKsh  a  dudosui^r'  made  in 
the-ipresBttTO  Q^iajmbUo^coaBpanj^^na  lurtber  stafps  shoold  have 
:jbeea  "tekn;  to  bxingithe  mm  t#'ju0tiosi ;  tat  8»it  waa:  and  had 
not  one  of  tbem  subsequently^' mads  4  ^irsot  ecmfearion,  it  is 
probable  that  they  would  never  ha)vs  ^ben  jpirraigned  before  a 
human  tribunal. 

It  happened^  hower^,  that  ui  June,  I83I9  Bamford  went  to 
tive  at  John  firisa's^  tha  Syelsods,  iMar  Boi^rton.    On  tha  6th  of 
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1822  Julj,  4©  arose  ^ady  irt  the 'nAoftiin'g; 'stelfe-'^-erytlnng  h^  oould 


life^  

figure  bfr*  tli^kA  TimWifrtf  Ke'H*^- tiifly'4^^  y^t¥V)f  >rfgfe)/%ef*id, 
magistrate,  and  make  an  unrei^i^^'^nfe«SId4.'*''TMB'ii<d'd^j^ 


rained;  aild  t%'ttirtffid^  Hlto^^*£pflrftf^.%W^8tofl]^'  ikief^  {(jHt 
then  Mf^k  Wl  5fbil'ta,^tlifVl!eh*ttf^ni^lji»f\Ah4A't^^ 


pinloriWf  his  diTny''ti*iAd'*hl»;<B«tfi'tdh!^^^ttfc%i  ft^itt^ahd^took: 
his  watghind  3£  iiipiTv^y,  aif^  Tlm<tt*:'dfited'otfb;%liett  ttWe-thiitl 
man  fitAdbPhiin,  a'^d  the  hlcfdA  cftttedtxtti£Al6p<wh6iti;-hestqf»ped 
back,  ihatfi^fcm'whtylpii^dri^dhilfo  thl^V^kitt  &vei^  «herbridg«»J 
Th^  hAdt^  ^Wtis  dry^  otiii  ^O  'deAr/  Wid ' Wie^^t^ ^^bbbte  in-  •  his 
thtm- '  '^e  $tSck '  imh  i^rWcfh  h^ ' wab'^iS^K'  wti  a  Mttfekthbm, 
abdtit'as  l!hfck^ifa'hi*'^»^Wrt;'aM  ii^^ W**rJlJ^t;ftut  id 


faad'the^'^tch. 

ThejrWefffW^tiie'krtiaitiitei/ratt^^  iiw"more't)f  the  two 

persons  that  night."  After  a  caii^f  ^iiyW(tf|iiti<^n,"'ttite'  j^  coA- 
vifcted  feadfoM  ih^^Adib,  biit  *  adjpiit^  'Khfght,  tlie '^idenoe 
agaiiiftt' Wtri' W  being  lih^W^'stfffibiWitly  eW;  '      -  '■ 

March  22. — Execution  of  three' feohiifcbs.*''  A'littk  bdfort  ten 
in  the  fiiornii^g,  aih(fers<Wi'Wafi*^brtyupit  <Wt  of  the  CotJftty  ^  Gaol, 
and  th^  vehicle  >is^  draftWiBlbWly  t6  ihe'^oW«<3*ol,  where  he  was 
joined  by  Batef ord  arid  Adifel  ';  A  brtthei'-fn-W  of  Bamford  and 
an  intimate  "friend  of  S^triderson  we*«  permitted  to  ride  'witJi 
them:  The  Rev.  Dir.  Wood  and  the  Rev.  S.  May  Lund,  the  chap- 
lains of  the  two  gttols,  then  ascended  the  vehicle,  and  liie  former 
gentleman  read  a  form  of  prayer  suited  to  the  occasion. 

Bamford's  conduct  was  peculiar.     Insti^ad  of  his  mind  being 
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oocupied  with  thoughts  of  the  etemAl  ^orld,  he  v^h  talking  with  1823 
the  exe^utioDer  shaut  the  ibwiiim-  in  which  ho  usuajly,  perf(H'ine4 
his  of&ix,  aad  compUining  that  io-  hia  own  case  tliei*  wm  not 
>L  sufficient  Jength  of  jopo.  .He  wn«  totd.^hat  the  h^ngmad.  ](^w 
beat ;  but  hia  repl;  was,  that  he  had  attended  manj  ;Qi()9iiiloj;i% 
and  bad  paid  puticular,  qttwitioQ  to  that ,  ppinti-  ,]^fpi^>was, 
therefore,  tied  rather  lougpr  jthan  t^Q  Atjiersi  .A{t«^  (^uEitii^  the 
rope*,. the  executioDSr  shopk  hands  .Tritb; (Hem,,  iin^ ,4re^.  tjje  aps 
overtoil  face*, .and  ^hen  they  perc^i^e^r/tlie. ,<iai^,I^Qr^^^i'.*^^ 
all,  as  by  one  cpnaent,  jumped  ,fipm  ^he  bopf;4.-9^.  ^f^^h  .l-Wi  -^"^ 

inspection,  at  th<>  Geneml  Hoopite.1, 

Robert  Bauifurd  was  born  in  ppilhani- street,/  IJJs  father, 
Samuol  Bamfoi-cL,  wax  a  frumowork  knitter  of  I^tfOcd,  auij  brought 
up  Uis  son  to  the  saine  buainesa.  .A.iaw  Adie  yr.f^  barn  at  Cilo!^. 
gow,  of  i-cBpccUUe  parentB.  Ilia  fiither  kfpt  ,aM  iiln  at  Ardrjf, 
about  fourteen  nules  from  that  city,  and  was  afterwarihf  a  linen- 
draper  at  Leith.  Failing  in  buainees,  he  removad  to  Nottinghs^i, 
and  supported  hia  bmily  in  ea»y  eircutuRtMicea  £or  some  tirao  as 
a  matter  stocking  maker,  Hure  he  muoh  neglected  hlii  aon's  cd^- 
oatioa,  nud  ptTiuitUid  him  to  asaooiate  with  vidous  oompaiiiojis. 
Aft«r  .liviiijf  at  I..euton  about,  twelve  months,  ha.  absconde'l  in 
ISU,  leaving  hia  family  in  a ,  most  deatitutu  ixmdition.  „<iricf 
shortly  afterwards  brok»  the  heart  of  hia  wife,  who  was  of  » 
respectable  family,  in  Glasgow,  and  had  brpiicht  hei;  IjusUaiid  a 
decent  fortune  Site  Ivft  a  family  of  ei^ht  children,  j^dmn  hsid 
bfwu  a  tap  boy  at  the  P.eacock,  in  St.  lfuter's;^'ata.;  afU^rn^Aiiia  a 
private  in  the  Notts.  Militia ;  and  lastly,  ]nuX  wprke^  as  a  briyk- 
maker  and  as  a  ^laltster- .  William  Knight. w^s  a. laboui'er,  ai^d 
though  a<cquitted,  was  unireraally  ■  regarded  as  de*pJ|y  iciplicatW 
in  the  crime.  He  was  afterwai-tb  aJ ways  liook(id\ipon.aaa  marlii;!! 
man,  all  cUase*  of  society  refuaing  to  associate  with  hiui,  aiid  i£ 
he  intruded  into  any  compaoy  where  he  was  pecoguised,  it  was 
usual  for  him  t«  be  rcquireil  to  leave. the  room-  He  died  at  his 
lulgioRs  in  St.  Ann's^treet,  Juno,  1^33. 

June  13. — Died,  at  her  houae  in.  Pelham-strcetv  of.  a  gradtial 
decay,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  IJyron,  aged  80  years,  U'e  last  residi'Jit  in 
Nottiogfaam  of  that  noble  family,    . 

^ujM  .22.-— Deatii  of  the,  liev.  J. .  Greei;,  aged  73  years. 
During  many  years  he  .  was  the  lainiator  of  tlie  ludi^pendenta 
worshipping  in  St.  Mary's-gate. 

Auytiil  2- — A  cricket  match  was.  played  on  the  Forest,,  be- 
twenn  sieves  of  .N'Ottin^ham  aod  the  .same  number  of  th^  Holt 
club  in  the  oounty  ,of  .N<»rfcjk.  On  the  aide  of  Nottingha^  were 
W.  Hewitt,  W.  Clark,  J.  Uminis,  C.  Goodajl,  (J.  Smilli,  H'.  Jarvis, 
G.  Thorpe,  J.  Hewitt,  P.  Rnrndey,  T.  Barker,  and  T-  Warsop. 
Aiuongst.  .their  competitor!  were  F.  and  W,.  Filch,  and  other  noted 
players.  Our  townsmen  .were,  the  victors, .  scoring  l.p9  and  98, 
Holt  club  &2  uid  13. 
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1822  August  24. — Died,  at  Rempstone  cottage,  George  de  Lignd 

Gregory,  Esq.,  of  Hungerton  House,  in  the  oouutj  of  Lincoln, 
aged  82  years.  It  is  recorded  of  this  gentleman,  that  the 
bare  recital  of  the  number  of  years  that  he  kept  hia  aervanta 
speaks  volumes  in  his  favour ;  for  instance,  his  groom  lived  with 
him  43  years,  his  valet  39  years,  his  housekeeper  25  yean,  and 
two  or  three  more  about  20  years  each. 

The  family  of  Gr^ory,  from  its  early  establishment  and  long 
Residence  here,  has  always  been  considered  as  more  immediately 
connected  with  Nottingham  than  almost  any  of  the  neighbouring 
families.  John  Gregory,  Esq.,  was  the  Mayor  of  this  town  in 
1571  and  1586.  His  son  William  represented  Nottingham  in  the 
Parliament  summoned  43rd  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  In  1612,  thia 
gentleman  gave  eleven  tenements,  called  the  White  Bents,  situate 
at  the  bottom  of  Hounds-gate,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's. 
His  son  John  granted  a  further  rent  charge  upon  the  same  estate, 
for  the  same  use.  Gregory  Gregory,  Esq.,  the  son  of  John  above 
named,  served  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  the  county  in  1666 ;  and 
in  1674  rebuilt  the  family  mansion  at  the  upper  end  of  what  ia 
now  called  Carlton-street,  part  of  which  ia  oocupied  by  Measra. 
Wright's  bank.  George  Gr^ory,  Esq.,  son  of  the  last-mentioned 
gentleman,  was  Sheriff  for  the  county  in  1694,  and  represented 
Nottingham  in  the  Parliaments  of  1702,  1714,  and  1722.  The 
aon  of  this  gentleman  married  the  heiress  of  the  Harlaxton 
estates,  which  place  then  became  the  family  residence.  The  worthy 
person  whose  death  we  have  recorded  above  was  the  offspring  ck 
tins  marriage,  and  served  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  the  county  in 
1791. 

AuffUit  26. — Cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  between  fifteen  of  that 
district  and  eleven  of  Nottingham.  The  concourse  of  spectators  waa 
numerous  beyond  precedent ;  and  in  the  height  of  the  play,  a 
large  extent  of  scaffolding,  forty  yards  in  length,  and  having  nine 
tiers  of  seats,  suddenly  gave  way  when  crowded  with  people. 
Many  were  very  seriously  hurtb  The  Nottingham  players,  with 
one  exception,  were  the  same  who  contended  with  ihe  men  of 
Norfolk.  Sheffield  scored  41  and  81,  and  Nottingham,  120  and 
5,  tlius  winning  with  ten  wickets  to  go  down. 

September  9. — The  return  match  at  cricket  between  Netting^ 
ham  and  Sheffield  commenced  on  the  Forest  Ground,  and  waa 
continued  on  the  10th  and  1 1th.  The  game  was  decided  in  favour 
of  our  townsmen,  with  a  majority  of  113  runs  on  their  first  and 
only  innings,  although  they  numbered  but  eleven  to  the  Sheffield 
dub  fifteen.     Nottingham,  210 ;  Sheffield  47  and  50. 

September  23. — His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex 
honoured  the  town  with  a  public  entry,  and  was  presented  with 
the  freedom  of  the  borough.  The  entree  was  made  from  Newstead, 
where  the  Duke  had  been  Bojouminir  «*  t^ie  pruest  of  Col.  Wildman, 
and  he  was  welcomed  by  a  great  m  neople,  accompanied 

by  flags  and  music  '^mbei  'Mxmtion  assembled 
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in  ihe  Exohange,  and  the  iK^yor,  Aldevmen,  Sheidfis,  and  .other  1822 
offioiidB,^  ftbtiredi.-in-  th^rxobo»  >6l  offioe^:  awaited  in  the  inner 
room-tlie  arnmlo^  ^thoii^iRojal  yiaiior^the  other  looia'  or-^vesti- 
bttle-being  iilled) hy^iaB^j  o£t the  ibost'  respeetaUe  V^cai  reaidenta, 
ladies  iiut  weUi^  asj  getitibmeii^< .  who  weee  padtt&t^  by  ^ket  .ta, 
witaieaat!^!^  o^reiaam^r  i .  ISkia  toomk  wm:  sepiurated .  from  the  othei! 
by  a  temporary  partition,  i^MHit^iiMre  £6etriiigh»'r  .^>li(itle^.aft^ 
two.o^Dcki^e^toriagerooataimnghk^Bojal'Hightteaa^^  Col. 
W41dzten9ctin»vaxnh()^  &Hir)lheattU£«l  white/ iboivei^  oibserT-ed 
traT^ihg  witit.  ^eM  vjupidktff  and  witboHi^r  i waitdog ,  «t^  aUf^  ma 
driTon  ii^»>  tH^  Mark0t-|>ld^f  lea  ving.  the  .band) ;  flag^.  o^d  9k  rlargo 
crowd  of-^jpeople  at  a^gireat-idistaffQ^J^ebind..  a  Ail  along  t)he:  route 
in1}heLlkiwn,.tihe  Windosr^^wese  .Ctdlg^  oooupied'awij^  i^haUjUmtSj 
wiio  greeted  >  hisi  •  B^yial  EUglme«8»  ^0»d  the?  Onke  ^^oettaii^ied  their 
aakitaldons  bjiaik^ngiVoiff  tUfioltatf^nd/^bowuigkn  Onrr-I^  Nsudden 
^urtiTal  at'the)idntnuioejiii^inthe  '&u^iange  Booms^  Jl^^  was. moat 
heartily  cwelctoMdr  bj^^t|ie2^:&w  rpevaomaz-^ieA  *,  assemble^i '^nd  ^waa 
ito»<yfli(aplyiito^)Bflt^  wheirefhe  w:a8  i?eeeiyed  l>y  the 

MatyoliVQaiid  QorpocatoJbody.j  ^  Af ternthe.jpareeeniatioqi.^)!  an  addreas 
Bodp.^hb  Sluke'axirfqf^lyf;  ithe  -  ilan^ji  ^  btt^gpui  <  .p^th  rwaB  odminiateced, 
hiairBe^fai-di^htt^^  n»pefitii]^  i^ra^lm  ^li^nSnfi^d:  ia  «  .yery 
iindible':(SB»itoiar.,  p  0  ^eit^r  jlciiiiauiUti^rl^lP^  gone;  vUirpugh^;  the 
MS^orSpk^nUii  Mfif  •Soy|lvHighw»Ki^^i>1[h^r:lij^dpD^ 
tow&$:iaaA  thto  invtteA4tfmf[to  £p»r<»toB  ^i^rey^lyiqinfrjinyai  adr 

he  ^iPi&dafew  ^iifith: j^  /jdliafyei^fOr'thal  p«grpqai^  9n>^tt^«(4^pf^^^ 
ol  tibfitaaaewHyir^hlW^teil^kmeftrted^ihy:!^ 

The  crowd  was  now  very  dense  in  front  of  the  Police  0&^ 
aadr  lua'^R<>]raLoHigibd[^tMtor^^edihii|i8elf^ 
and jMldre68C)d  a iewrrwordate iBhe p^opki^ twkdcjh  ij^ererirqce^fMi^th 
heartyraodaiiaiationa*:  4;t  a:q^]|^^^r-pi^lKthJ^  ^|i€b^ 
to J!ire9rBt6ad.i;  iTIm  I>uke(PlL^uesex7>)(ra£^'a'lreiMent.yiaitociit. the 

ikeipiemiaesiQ£7JSiCrJX<'A)'AlUpeB,eU^  ai.I^^ntcuc^Jn^!  after 
tiw  widdiki^ctt  M  iks£l(  f  The  Ms^faw  .thu^^des^rO^^i  it>-~'vtW&e 
was  first  discovered  hy^jB^ix^j^  (wbenitr  waa,breakiAg,out,;^.  whajb 
laicaAM  jhhe^TCiMtif^ing'rooqil^jWbere  .the  cottonri^  placed  to  dry 
near  jacdargBiatoK^t.  di'.lt^  sMppoaedrthe^ato^  was  oreir^eated,  and 
aet  fineitO'a.^beaiQ  (iik/.thet^repmi  j  Th&  boy^immediately  set.off  into 
the  fiackrrPOAning^.teiwardB  Nottingha|%  eocclaiaungas^bewenty 
'Sitel^firejt*  at  Mr.  Milnea'^ibleait^ik-yardyand  thereis  nob^  there 
but  me!'  On  his,  airiyat/in^the:  towi^ntfieiei^nea  wei^ 
mediaitely  despatched ;  but  before  any  ofrtiicm  arrived  .j^e  fire 
hadr  been  aeen  from  ther-Barrack8,rand  the  commanding  officer, 
.with  th&utmoat  pnomptitude,^  s^nt  off  a  party  of  men  who.  rendered 
.moatL  essential  seryioe.  Four  of  the  Nottingham  engines,  with  a 
great  many,  people  from  the  iown^:  arrived  soon  after.  The  con- 
tagnit/'O^  t^^  i^mi. Afforded  a  plentiful  supply  of  wateir,  and  by 

2z 
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1822  the  aealouB  exertions  of  the  persons  present,  together  with  the 
jndicioiis  oondoct  of  the  directors  of  the  engines,  the  flames  were 
proTented  from  destroying  a  valnable  building,  in  which  were  the 
donbling-room,  containing  an  immense  quantity  of  valuable 
machinery,  the  getting-up  room,  and  the  trim-shop ;  but  the  place 
in  whidi  the  fire  originated,  together  with  the  gassing-room  and 
seyeral  others,  were  completely  destroyed,  ^e  damage  was 
calculated  at  about  £500,  and  was  insured  to  more  than  thai 
amount.  While  several  men  were  actively  employed  in  carrying 
water  up  a  ladder,  it  brc^  near  the  top,  and  they  fell  to  the 
ground,  whereby  one  of  them,  named  Samuri  Marshall,  was  mudi 
hurt" 

Sepiemb^r  29.— Mr.  Aid.  O.  T.  Oldknow  appointed  Mayor ; 
Mr.  J.  Wells  and  Mr.  T.  Wilson,  SherifEB. 

Sepiemh&r  30. — Joseph  Hume,  Esq.,  M.P.,  attended  at  the 
Quildhall,  and  was  invested  with  the  freedom  of  the  town. 

Odober  24 — Consecration  of  St  Fail's  chapeL  Hie  Arch- 
bishop of  Tork  performed  the  ceremony,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Q. 
Wilkins,  the  Bev.  K  Nicholson,  and  the  clergy  of  the  district 


1823 


1823. 

Febrwmy  7. — ^A  dreadful  calamity  by  fire  occurred  in  a  house 
occupied  by  an  old  man  named  William  Marsden,  at  the  comer  of 
Plattetreet,  with  part  d  its  windows  in  Souih-street  He  was  a 
bricklayers^  labourer,  and  his  wife  took  in  washing ;  and  it  was 
supposed  that  leaving  the  clothes  to  dry  too  near  the  fire,  when 
the  fiunily  went  to  bed,  was  the  cause  of  the  accident  Marsden 
and  his  wife  lay  on  the  first  fioor,  and  had  with  them  the  son  of  a 
niece,  named  Taylor,  about  four  years  of  age.  The  next  floor 
was  occupied  as  a  mangle-room,  and  was  also  the  sleeping  apart- 
ment of  Sarah  Sotheron,  aged  17  years,  who  assisted  in  the 
washing :  and  in  the  attic  slept  a  young  man  who  lodged  there, 
named  Thomas  Bates.  About  half-past  two  o'clock,  Mrs.  Burrows, 
who  lived  at  the  opposite  corner  of  the  street^  got  up  to  attend  to 
a  child  that  was  unwell,  and  was  startled  by  hearing  the  cry  of 
"  murder,"  very  loud  and  frequent,  and  evidently  fnnn  a  female. 
Opening  the  street-door,  she  found  the  street  full  of  smoke,  and 
immediately  called  her  sons,  who  ran  out  and  alarmed  the  nei^i- 
bourhood.  Before  the  engines  arrived,  every  effort  was  put  forth 
to  awaken  the  Marsdens  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and  the  win- 
dow of  the  second  floor  being  open,  it  was  hoped  they  had  escaped, 
H8  nothing  could  be  heard  or  seen  of  them.  At  lei^^rth,  however. 
Bates  made  his  ap|)earaiioe  at  the  attic  window,  and  the  danger 
being  imminent,  threw  himself  out  The  |>eople  beneath  endeav- 
oured to  break  his  fall,  but  succeeiiing  very  imperfectly,  he  had  to 
be  carried  away  in  a  state  of  insensib  ^^lames  then  burst 
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from  the  windows  with  great  yehemence,  but  the  engines  setting  1823 
yigorously  to  work,  they  were  soon  subdued.  On  subsequent 
examination,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  family  were  within  1  The 
floors,  being  of  [faster,  had  resisted  the  iSames,  which  had  mounted 
from  one  room  to  another,  by  means  of  the  staircase.  Marsden 
was  first  discerned,  leaning  against  the  wall  near  the  loot  of  his 
bed,  completely  stupefied  and  nearly  dead,  the  water  from  the 
engines  having  playeid  upon  him.  The  boy  was  discoYwed  next, 
but  so  nearly  sufibcated,  that  he  only  survived  a  short  time.  Mrs. 
Marsden  was  found,  quite  dead,  llie  body  of  the  young  woman, 
from  whom  it  was  supposed  the  cry  of  murder  had  proceeded,  lay 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  almost  covered  with  burnt  wood,  and  most 
horribly  disfigured.  Her  arms  were  lifted  up,  and  her  knees  bent 
under  her.  Evidently,  she  had  been  alarmed  by  the  smoke  at  an 
early  periodi  had  made  unavailing  attempts  to  escape  by  the  win- 
dow, and  lastly,  had  rushed  down  the  flaming  staircase,  which, 
giving  way,  fanned  her  funeral  pUe.  Mr.  GriS&n,  the  engineer, 
was  particularly  active,  and  found  the  sum  of  £43  amongst  the 
ruins,  which  he  restored  to  the  old  man  on  his  recovery. 

Februofry  26. — ^The  CiHporation  having  presented  the  Jews 
with  a  small  plot  of  ground  in  Sherwood-street>  the  Mayor  was 
invited  to  lay  the  first  stone  of  the  inelosure  wall.  Mr.  Oldknow, 
accompanied  by  other  members  of  the  Corporate  body,  accordingly 
attended  for  the  purpose.  The  ceremony  was  very  impressive. 
Moses  Levi,  the  Babbi,  attired  in  his  sacerdotal  robes,  at  the  head 
of  his  brethren,  went  three  times  round  the  ground,  r^>eating  the 
91st  Psalm,  in  Helwew.  The  133rd  Psalm,  and  prayers  for  the 
Boyal  family,  the  Mayor,  Corporation,  and  Buigesses,  and  the 
descendants  of  Israel,  succeeded.  Mr.  Nathan  then  thanked  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  for  their  liberal  gift,  and  Mr.  Aid.  Barber, 
who  laid  the  second  stone,  made  a  short  reply,  and  the  ceremony 
was  concluded. 

Mwrck  18. — ^Thomas  Boe,  aged  21  years,  and  Bei\jamin  Miller, 
aged  21  years,  were  arraigned  at  the  Town  Hall,  before  the  Hon. 
Sir  James  Allan  Parke,  on  a  charge  of  felonious  assault  and 
robbery  on  the  King's  highway.  Time  young  men  were  natives 
of  the  town,  and  together  with  a  youth  named  Thomas  Brooks, 
only  19  years  of  age,  assaulted  and  robbed  Samuel  Marriot,  a 
labouring  man  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Simpson,  Brich-hill  farm, 
near  Arnold.  The  offence  was  committed  near  the  first  milestone 
on  the  Mansfield-road,  about  seven  in  the  evening  of  the  23rd  of 
October.  Not  satisfied  with  plundering,  they  brutally  ill-used 
their  victim,  by  striking  him  repeatedly  with  a  bludgeon.  Mr. 
Joseph  Walker  and  two  gentlemen  named  Bobinson,  hie^pened  at 
the  time  to  be  turning  the  brow  of  the  hill  from  Nottingham,  and 
hearing  Marriot's  cries  for  assistance,  pursued  the  robbers,  who 
were  attempting  to  escape.  Roe  was  captured,  after  a  spirited 
chase,  but  the  others  were  not  taken  till  afterwards.  Brooks  was 
admitted  evidence  for  the  Crown,  and  his  companions  being  con- 
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1823  victed,  received  sentence  of  death.  ''  Ton  hare  shown  no  meit:j 
to  the  poor  man ;  I  can  show  yoa  none,"  said  the  Judge. 

Roe  was  of  reputable  parentage,  and  had  served  an  apprent- 
tioeship  with  Mr.  Jc^in  Holbrook,  fremeworic  knitter,  of  CSariton. 
He  had  borne  a  good  character  till  within  a  very  short  period  of 
the  committal  of  the  robbery. 

His  associate,  MiUer,  was  much  more  deeply  sunk  in  depravity. 
He  liad  been  bound  apprentice  to  Mr.  Smith,  brick-maker,  of  the 
Nag^s  Head,  Mansfield-road,  but  was  led  into  the  crimes  of  poadi- 
ing^  garden  robbing,  and  highway  robbery.  He  had  been  convicted 
of  stealing  a  gun,  and  had  only  been  released  from  prison  five 
days  when  he  committed  the  deed  for  which  he  was  now  under 
condemnatioiL  In  the  interval,  he  had  been  engaged  in  a  bnrglaiy 
and  two  other  highway  robberiea 

Hiey  were  executed  on  the  2nd  April,  at  Gallows-hiU.  The 
remains  of  Boe  were  interred  in  the  CJeneral  Baptist  borialrgroiind. 
Broad-street,  at  ten  o'clock  the  sune  night ;  and  those  of  Miller, 
the  same  evening,  in  St.  Mary's  church-yard. 

Ifareh  27. — A  curious  dliscovery  was  made  this  morning,  that 
would  have  furnished  materials  amply  sufficient  for  an  exciting 
romance.  The  Corporation,  pursuing  an  improvement  they  had 
in  view,  which  subsequently  led  to  the  erection  of  the  long  row  of 
houses  on  the  left  hand  side  of  Mansfield-road,  had  discharged  the 
inhabitants  of  the  rock-houses  whidi  then  partly  occupied  the  site, 
and  revealed  to  the  public  the  existence  of  an  extraordinary  cavern. 
On  the  26th,  a  man,  more  adventurous  than  others,  had  en- 
deavoured to  explore  its  extent ;  but  after  wandering  about  it 
for  nearly  five  hours,  was  glad  to  find  his  way  out,  which  he  did 
not  accomplish  without  great  difficulty.  Two  individuals,  hearing 
of  this  adventure,  detmnined  to  penetrate  throu^  tlie  whole  of 
its  secr^  passages,  and  having  provided  lanterns,  entered  the 
cave  about  ten  o'clock.  After  feeling  their  way  in  various  direc- 
tions for  nearly  two  hours,  until  quite  bewildered,  to  their 
astonishment,  a  man  came  quickly  up  to  them  from  one  of  the 
passages  bearing  a  torch,  and  politely  offered  his  services  as  their 
conductor.  Very  gladly  availing  themselves  of  his  assistance, 
they  were  led  to  a  place  or  chamber  in  which  they  observed  ^Te 
men  sitting  round  a  light,  playing  at  cards.  They  were  then 
asked  if  they  wished  to  go  back  again,  and  replying  in  the  afl^'ma- 
tive,  were  reconducted.  When  as  they  supposed  about  mid-way, 
a  gang  of  ruffians,  most  probably  the  men  they  had  seen  gambling, 
with  whom  their  guide  was  a  confederate,  rushed  upon  them. 
One  of  them  managed  to  hide  himself  in  a  recess;  but  the 
other  was  robbeii  and  ee>-erely  beaten. 

Public  curiosity  Wing  aroused,  for  a  few  days  afterwards  the 
cave  was  thronged  like  a  fair.  It  extended  under  ShawVlane 
(Sherwood-street),  aliout  two  hundred  yards,  with  long  inter- 
sections, and  its  roof  was  supported  bv  pillars  of  the  native 
sandstone.     The  entrance  to  it  ^*as  nea"  *     ^te  now  occupied  by 


THE   KOTTINOHAM   DATK-BOOK.  353 

Mr.  Hill's  ^feu^tory,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  may  still  be  inspeo-  1823 
ted,  though  it  is  now  private.  The  cavern  was  hewn  out  by  a 
sandman  named  James  Ross,  and  was  the  gradual  work  of  a  great 
number  of  yeara  Bag  by  bag,  and  bit  by  bit,  the  rock  was  taken 
away  for  sale  on  the  backs  of  his  asses ;  the  excavation  forming  a 
monument  of  the  man's  industry  and  perseveranca 

ApriL — A  public  subscription  of  from  £70  to  £80  was  raised 
on  behalf  of  Robert  Millhouse,  the  poet,  who,  from  ill-health, 
was  rendered  incapable  of  following  his  employment  of  framework 
knitting,  and  was  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  poverty.  Lord 
Middleton  gave  £10. 

April  10. — Death  of  the  Rev.  John  Bryan,  aged  72  years, 
sixteen  years  the  faithful  and  laborious  pastor  of  the  church 
worshipping  in  Zion  chapel,  Fletcher-gate. 

April  21. — ^The  foundation  stone  of  the  Primitive  Methodist 
chapel  in  Canaan-street  was  laid  by  the  Mayor,  Mr.  O.  T.  Oldknow, 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  spectators.  The  Rev.  J. 
Jarman  and  the  Rev.  W.  Pickering  delivered  appropriate  addresses. 

'*  Primitive  Methodism,"  as  it  is  termed,  originated  at  Tun- 
stall,  Staffordshire,  and  first  assumed  a  Connexional  form  in  1811, 
when  the  first  quarterly  society  tickets  were  printed.  The  epithet 
<' Ranters,"  was  first  applied  to  them  at  Belper,  in  1814.  They 
were  iot  a  short  time  confined  chiefly  to  Staffordshire,  Cheshire, 
Lancashire,  and  Derbyshire ;  but  afterwards  extended  to  Notting- 
ham, where  a  circuit  was  formed  in  1815,  and  in  1818  this  cir- 
cuit included  Derbyshire,  Lincolnshire,  part  of  Leicestershire, 
and  as  &r  north  as  Hull.  The  first  general  assembly  or  conference 
after  the  Connexion  was  divided  inte  circuits,  was  held  in  Not- 
tingham, August,  1819.  The  del^;ates  again  assembled  in 
Nottingham,  in  1826,  in  1843,  and  in  1850. 

May  16. — Laying  of  the  comer-stene  of  the  Independent 
chapel  in  St.  James's-street,  by  the  Rev.  R.  S.  McAll,  A.M.,  of 
Macclesfield.     The  Rev.  Wm.  Noteutt  delivered  an  address. 

June  6. — Mr.  Alderman  Soars's  tobacco  and  snuff  manufac- 
tory, in  Chandlers-lane,  greatly  damaged  by  fire,  which  originated 
under  the  staircase  near  the  steam  engine  chimney,  fourteen  feet 
below  the  level  of  the  street  The  furnace  had  been  so  intensely 
heated  that  the  redness  had  penetrated  through  a  f  ourteen-inch 
wall,  and  ignited  the  wood  of  the  staircase,  ^ough  extensive, 
the  damage  was  not  nearly  so  great  as  it  might  have  been. 

JtUy  21. — ^The  Mayor,  Mr.  Oldknow,  laid  the  first  stone  of  a 
Wesleyan  Methodist  chapel,  in  St.  Ann's-street,  (now  the  Temper- 
ance Hall).  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah,  the  Rev.  R.  Alliott,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ransom,  took  part  in  the  ceremony. 

August  1. — The  foundation-stone  of  the  new  Plumptre 
Hospital,  in  Red  Lion-square,  was  laid  on  the  site  of  ite  prede- 
cessor, by  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Plumptre,  B.A.,  of  Claypole,  on  behalf 
of  his  father,  John  Plumptre,  Esq.,  of  Fredville,  Kent,  the  master 
or  guardian  of  the  charity,  and  a  descendant  of  the  founder,  John 
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1823  de  Plumptre.  The  rev.  gentleman  was  attended  by  the  Mayor^ 
Mr.  Alderman  Barber,  Mr.  Alderman  Wilson,  and  the  Rev.  R. 
W.  Almond,  A.M.,  (the  three  latter  gentlemen  being  named  in 
the  Act  for  rebuilding  the  Hospital),  Mr.  Percy  the  steward,  Mr. 
Staveley  the  architect,  and  a  numerous  and  respectable  assemblage. 
The  ceremony  commenced  by  the  Mayor  reading  aloud  the  inscrip- 
tion affixed  to  the  stone,  and  then  addressing  the  spectators.  It 
was,  he  observed,  a  very  gratifying  circumstance,  that  the  stone 
was  about  to  be  laid  by  a  direct  descendant  of  the  benevolent 
man  who  erected  a  hoi^ital  on  the  same  place,  nearly  five  hundred 
years  before.  He  was  succeeded  in  his  observaticms  by  Messra 
Wilson  and  Barber,  who  proposed  that,  in  commemoration  of  the 
event,  the  place  should  thenceforth  be  known  as  Plumptre-square. 
Mr.  Plumptre  then  laid  the  stone,  and  the  business  was  concluded. 

August  29. — ^The  uncertainty  of  the  game  of  cricket  is  pro- 
verbial, and  in  no  instance,  perhaps,  have  we  a  better  illustration 
of  it  than  in  the  one  about  to  be  related.  A  match  commenced 
this  morning,  on  the  Forest  ground,  between  eleven  of  Nottingham 
and  fourteen  of  Leicester,  for  sixty  guineas  aside,  and  thousands 
assembled  to  witness  it.  The  Nottingham  players  were  Dennis, 
Clark,  Barker,  Jarvis^  J.  and  W.  Hewitt,  Goodall,  Roper,  Smith, 
Warsop,  and  Thoxpe.  They  went  in  first,  and  to  the  astonishment 
of  their  supporters,  scored  but  53.  Th»  odds  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  play  were  thirteen  to  six  in  favour  of  our  townsmen ; 
but  at  this  point  they  turned  completely  in  fekvour  of  Leicester, 
and  large  sums  were  freely  laid  on  the  result.  So  confident, 
indeed,  were  the  latter  players,  that  they  sent  off  an  express  to 
their  friends  at  home  with  a  statement  of  their  opponents'  first 
innings,  and  instructions  to  lay  odds  on  their  own  success.  A 
very  short  time,  however,  sufficed  to  again  materially  alter  the 
complexion  of  the  gama  If  their  own  fielding  had  been  exceUent, 
which  it  undoubtedly  was,  they  found  that  that  of  Nottingham 
was  still  better.  Between  four  and  six  o'clock,  when  the  stumps 
were  drawn  for  the  night,  they  scored  but  13  runs,  and  lost  ten 
wickets! 

The  next  morning,  the  match  was  resumed,  and  the  fourteen 
oomduded  their  innings  for  a  total  score  of  33.  Rain  having  now 
set  in  for  the  day,  it  was  agreed  to  a4Joum  till  the  morrow. 

On  the  third  day,  the  second  innings  of  Nottingham  amounted 
to  137,  of  which  Dennis,  who  played  surprisingly  well,  scored  50: 
he  was  in  more  than  three  hours,  and  carried  out  his  bat.  When 
the  stumps  were  drawn  for  the  night,  five  of  the  Leicester  wickets 
had  been  lowered  for  12  runs. 

Thursday,  the  fourth  day,  witnessed  the  termination  of  the 
gama  Leicester  scored  in  their  second  innings,  57.  Our  towns- 
men thus  retrieved  their  position,  and  won  with  100  runs  to 
spare. 

S^fftemher  9. — ^A  terrible  conflagration  broke  out  about  four 
in  the  morning,  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  J.  &  H.  Youle,  timber 
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and  raff  merchants,  near  the  Navigation  inn,  Wilford- street,  the  1823 
origin  of  which  was  inyolved  in  mystery.  It  was  confined  chiefly 
to  a  lage  shed,  close  to  the  back  yard  of  the  inn,  and  near  the 
canal.  The  shed  was  well  stored  with  mahogany  veneers,  cedars, 
ebony,  and  other  valuable  timber.  Being  sawn  up  into  thin 
pieces,  and  placed  perpendicularly,  the  flames  spread  with  the 
utmost  rapidity,  and  raged  with  tremendous  violence.  The  first 
effinrts  were  to  preserve  the  adjacent  properties.  The  household 
goods  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  landlord  of  the  inn,  were  ejected  in  great 
haste  through  his  windows,  and  placed  partly  in  neighbouring 
houses  and  partly  in  the  Meadows  on  the  other  side  of  the  canal, 
a  troop  of  soldiers,  who  had  been  sent  for  from  the  Barracks, 
being  stationed  to  guard  them.  When  an  engine  arrived  from 
the  depdt  in  Castle-gate,  attention  was  directed  to  a  great  quantity 
of  planks  ranged  perpendicularly  against  the  gable-end  of  Mr. 
Brown's  stable.  Four  additional  engines  soon  afterwards  arrived, 
and  the  three  most  powerful  being  brought  to  bear  actively  upon 
the  outhouses  and  inn,  their  destruction  was  averted.  The 
blazing  pile,  which  covered  more  than  150  square  yards,  formed 
one  vast  furnace,  the  flames  soaring  in  spiral  columns  towards  the 
heavens,  surmounted  by  immense  volumes  of  steam,  which  were 
readily  distinguishable  from  the  dense  and  suffocating  clouds  of 
smoke  that  threw  a  mantle  over  the  whole.  The  heat  was  so 
intense  that  the  men  who  directed  the  engines  from  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  canal  had  to  be  protected  by  wrapping  themselves  in 
wet  blankets,  and  an  engine  in  the  yard  itself  was  actually  charred. 
About  half-past  five,  an  immense  stack  of  firs  ignited ;  but  the 
copious  streams  of  water  supplied  by  the  assembled  multitude, 
soon  arrested  the  progress  of  the  fire ;  by  six,  it  was  so  iar  sub- 
dued that  the  engine-men  on  the  south  c^  the  canal  were  enaUed 
to  cross  to  the  other  side ;  and  by  ten,  the  flames  were  totally 
extinguished. 

September  24. — An  election  dinner,  in  the  Whig  interest,  at 
the  Exchange  Hall.  Lord  Bancliffe  presided,  and«the  chief 
speakers  were  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Birch,  M.P.,  Mr.  Denman,  M.P., 
Sir  F.  Burdett,  Bart,  M.P.,  Mr.  Waithman,  M.P.,  Sir  R  Heron^ 
Colonel  Johnson,  M.P.,  Colonel  Wildman,  Mr,  Strutt,  of  Derby, 
and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield 

September  29. — Mr.  Aid.  William  Wilson  appointed  Mayor  ; 
Mr.  Henry  Leaver  and  Mr.  Thomas  Guilford,  Sheriffs. 

Nenmhw  3. — Mr.  W.  Sadler,  son  of  the  aeronaut  who  visited 
the  town  in  1813,  made  an  ascent  in  his  baUoon  from  the  Castle- 
yard  So  great  was  the  interest  excited  that,  at  as  exact  a  conk- 
putation  as  could  be  made,  neariy  two  thousand  people  (admitted 
by  pa3ring  2s.  each)  were  in  the  yard,  and  sixty  or  seventy  thousand 
gaadng  from  the  outsida  The  balloon  was  liberated  about  half- 
past  two,  and  the  wind  being  from  the  south-west,  it  passed  over 
the  town,  and  descended  at  a  quarter  to  four,  at  Iliorpe-on-tke- 
Hill,  a  village  about  five  miles  from  Lincoln. 
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1824  January  29. — Lord  Middleton  gave  a  grand  ball  and  sapper 

at  the  Exchange  Rooms,  to  a  large  and  brilliant  assemblage  of 
r^nk  and  fashion.  The  guests  were  about  four  hundred  in  number. 
In  addition  to  the  noble  Duke  and  Duchess,  there  were  present, 
Lord  Scarsdale  and  family,  Lord  Viscount  Newark,  Admiral 
Sotheron,  Greneml  Grey,  Sir  Wm.  Earle  Welby,  Sir  Robert 
Clifton,  Sir  George  Sitwell,  Henry  Willoughby,  Esq.,  Colonel 
Wildman,  Colonel  Coape,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Thompson,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Staunton,  kc 

April  19. — Death  of  George  Gordon  Noel,  Lord  Byron. 
Lord  Byron  was  bom  in  Holies-street,  London,  on  the  22nd  of 
January,  1788.  In  1790,  his  father.  Captain  Byron,  and  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Byron,  went  to  reside  at  Aberdeen.  In  1791,  the 
&ther  di(Hl  at  Valenciennes,  in  Finance.  In  1796,  after  an  attack 
oi  scarlet  fever,  Byron  was  removed  by  his  mother,  for  a  change 
of  air,  into  the  Highlanda  His  granduncle,  the  fifth  Lord 
Byron,  died  in  1 798,  at  Newstead  Abbey,  having  passed  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  in  a  state  of  austere  and  almost  savage  seclusion, 
and  Byron  succeeded  to  the  title.  Mrs.  Byron  and  her  son, 
attended  by  their  &ithful  Mary  Gray,  left  Scotland  for  Newstead 
the  same  year. 

The  youthful  lord  having  a  malformation  of  the  foot,  was 
brought  to  reside  at  the  old  family  house  at  the  south-east  comer 
of  PelhamHstreet  in  this  town,  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of  a 
person  who  professed  the  cure  of  such  cases.  The  name  of  this 
man,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  mere  empirical  pretender,  was 
Lavender ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  is  said  to  have  proceeded 
was  by  first  rubbing  the  foot  over,  for  a  considerable  time,  with 
handf uls  qf.  oil,  and  then  twisting  the  limb  forcibly  round,  and 
sc^^'Wing  it  up  in  a  wooden  machine.  That  the  boy  might  not 
Ibse  ground  in  his  education  during  this  interval,  he  received  lessons 
in  .Latin,  we  are  told  by  Moore,  his  biographer,  from  Mr.  Rogers, 
tf  respectable  schoolmaster,  who  read  parts  of  Virgil  and  Cicero 
with  him,  and  represents  his  proficiency  to  have  been,  for  his  age, 
cbnsidei'able.  He  was  often,  during  his  lessons,  in  violent  pain, 
from  the  torturing  position  in  which  his  foot  was  kept ;  and  Mr. 
lagers  one  day  said  to  him,  <*  It  makes  me  uncomfortable,  my 
Lol^,  to  see  you  sitting  there  in  such  pain  as  I  know  you  must  be 
siiflferijig."  "  Never  mind,  Mr.  Rogers,"  answered  the  boy ;  "you 
s&kll^  not  see  any  signs  of  it  in  tiie." 

^'''  With  that  mindfulness  towards  all  who  had  been  about  him 
iii 'his' youth,  which  Moore  represents  as  a  distimruishing  trait 
in  hifa  character,  he  many  years  after,  when  at  l*  1-  sent  a 

messekge,  f uil  of  kindness,  to  >•'     *  *  ^nstructoTi  i* 


THE   NOTTINOHAH   DATS-BOOK.  357 

of  it  tell  him  that,  beginning  from  a  certain  line  in  Virgil  which   1824 
he  mentioned,  he  could  recite  twenty  verses  on,  which  he  well 
remembered  having  read  with  this  gentleman,  when  suffering  all 
the  time  the  most  dreadful  pain. 

We  are  told  it  was  about  this  period,  according  to  his  nurse, 
Mary  Gray,  that  the  first  symptom  of  any  tendency  towards 
rhyming  showed  itself  in  him ;  and  the  occasion  which  she  repre- 
sented as  having  given  rise  to  this  childish  effort  was  as  follows : — 
An  elderly  lady,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  his  mother,  had 
made  use  of  some  expression  that  very  much  affronted  him ;  and 
these  slights  he  generally  resented  violently  and  implacably.  The 
old  lady  had  some  curious  notions  respecting  the  soul,  wMch  she 
imagined  took  its  flight  to  the  moon  after  death,  as  a  preliminary 
essay  before  it  proceeded  further.  One  day,  after  a  repetition,  it 
is  supposed,  of  her  original  insult  to  the  boy,  he  appeared  before 
his  nurse  in  a  violent  rage.  "  Well,  my  little  hero,"  she  asked, 
^'wfaat's  the  matter  with  you  now?*'  Upon  which  the  child 
answered,  that  *'  this  old  woman  had  put  him  in  a  most  terrible 
passion,  that  he  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  her,"  <kc.,  Ac^ — and 
then  broke  out  into  the  following  doggerel,  which  he  repeated  over 
and  over,  as  if  delighted  with  the  vent  he  had  found  for  his 
rage:— 

In  Nottingham  town,  yery  near  to  Swine-green, 

Lives  as  curst  an  old  lady  as  eyer  was  seen ; 
And  when  she  does  die,  which  I  hope  will  be  soon. 

She  firmly  belieyes  she  will  go  to  the  moon. 

This  is  supposed  to  have  been  his  first  rhyming  effusion,  though 
he  himself  dated  his  "first  dash  into  poetry, "as  he  called  it,  a  year 
later. 

Finding  but  little  benefit  from  the  Nottingham  practitioner, 
in  the  summer  of  1799  he  was  removed  to  the  establishment  of 
Dr.  Glennie,  at  Dulwich,  whence  he  was  transferred  to  Harrow 
in  180L 

Mrs.  Byron  did  not  again  visit  Nottingham  till  1803,  when 
she  came  to  reside  once  more  at  the  mansion  in  PelhamHstreet, 
Newstead  Abbey  having  been  let  to  Lord  Grey  de  Ruthen,  and 
daring  the  Harrow  vacation  this  year  she  was  joined  here  by  her 
ton.  So  attached  was  he  to  Newstead,  that  even  to  be  in  its 
neighbourhood  was'  a  delight  to  him;  and  before  he  became 
acquainted  with  Lord  Grey,  it  is  said  he  used  to  sleep,  for  a 
night,  at  the  well-known  hostelry,  ''the  Hut"  An  intimacy, 
however,  soon  sprung  up  between  him  and  his  noble  tenant,  and 
an  apartment  in  the  Abbey  was  thenceforth  always  at  his  service. 
To  the  family  of  Miss  Ohaworth,  who  resided  at  Annesley,  he  had 
lieen  known,  some  time  before,  in  London,  and  now  renewed  an 
acquaintance  with  them.  His  biographer  observes,  ''The  young 
heiress  herself  combined  with  the  many  worldly  advantages  that 
(mciroled  her,  much  personal  beauty,  and  a  disposition  the  most 
amiable  and  attaching.     Though  already  fully  alive  to  her  charms, 

3  a 
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1854'  it  wiafi  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking  that  the  young  poet^ 
Who  WHS  then  in  his  sixteenth  year,  while  the  object  of  his  admira- 
titon  was  about  two  years  older,  seems  to  have  drunk  deepest  of 
that  fascination  whose  effects  were  to  be  so  lasting ; — six  short 
stoimer  weeks  which  he  now  passed  in  her  company  being  suffi- 
cient to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  feeling  for  aU'lifa" 
I'  •  "  His  time  at  Annesley,"  we  are  told,  "  was  mostly  passed  in 
lading  with  Miss  Ohaworth  and  her  cousin,  sitting  in  idle  reyerie, 
alSiwaA^hiB  custom,  pulling  at  his  handkerchief,  or  in  firing  at  a 
door  which  opens  upon  a  terrace,  and  which  still,  I  believe,  bears 
tHe  marks  of  his  shots.  But  his  chief  delight  was  in  sitting  to 
hear  Miss  Ohaworth  play;  and  the  pretty  Welsh  air,  'Maiy 
Aauie,'  was  (partly,  of  course,  on  account  of  the  name)  his  especial 
ft^onrite.  During  all  this  time  he  had  the  pain  of  knowing  that 
ikth  heart  of  her  he  loved  was  occupied  by  another ; — ^that,  as  he 
hililself 'expresses  it, 

t  '1  •  i  Her  dghs  were  not  for  him ;  to  her  he  was 

. , ,  I  r . .  ,  Even  as  a  brother — but  no  more. 

Neiftker*is  it  indeed  probable,  even  had  her  affections  been  disen- 
gaged)  that  Lord  Byron  would  at  this  time  have  been  selected  as 
the  object  of  them.  A  seniority  of  two  years  gives  to  a  girl  on 
the  eve  of  womanhood  an  advance  into  life  with  which  the  boy 
keeps  no  proportionate  pace.  Miss  Ohaworth  looked  upon  Byron 
aaa  mere  school  boy.  If  at  any  moment,  however,  he  had  flattered 
himself  with  the  hope  of  being  loved  by  her,  a  circumstance 
mentioned  in  his  '  Memoranda,'  as  one  of  the  most  painful  of  those 
humiliations  to  which  the  defect  in  his  foot  had  exposed  him, 
nniat  have  let  the  truth  in,  with  dreadful  certainty,  upon  his 
mind.  He  either  was  told  of  or  overheard  Miss  Ohaworth  saying 
to  her  maid,  '  Do  you  think  I  would  care  anything  for  that  lame 
boy  r  This  speech,  as  he  himself  described  it,  was  like  a  shot 
thi?ough  his  heart.  Though  late  at  night  when  he  heard  it,  he 
instantly  darted  out  of  the  house,  and  scarcely  knowing 
i^iuther  he  ran,  never  stopped  till  he  found  himself  at  Newstead. 
J  .  "  The  picture  which  he  has  drawn  of  his  youthful  love,  in  one 
of  the  most  interesting  of  his  poems,  *  The  Dream,'  shows  how 
geni'48  and  feeling  can  elevate  the  realities  of  this  life,  and  give 
to  the  commonest  events  and  objects  an  undying  lustre.  The  old 
hfiHl  a(t  Annesley,  under  the  name  of  *  the  antique  oratory,'  will 
Ipng  call  up  to  fancy  the  '  maiden  and  the  youth,'  who  once  stood 
in  it;  while  the  image  of  *the  lover's  steed,'  though  suggested  by 
the  unromantic  race-ground  of  Nottingham,  will  not  the  less  con- 
duce to .  the  general  charm  of  the  scene,  and  shai^  a  portion  of 
that  light  which  only  genius  could  shed  over  it." 

.    After  a  brief   interval,  Miss  Ohaworth  was  married  to  his 
successful  rival,  John  Musters,  Esq.,  of  Oolwick. 

T!^^  vacation  of  1805  Byron  passed  with  his  mother  at 
SotiihwclT,  i6  which  place  she  had  removed  from  Nottingham, 
having  taken  the  house  on  the  Green,  called  Burgage  Manor. 
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From  1805  to  1808,  when  he  took  possession  of  the  Abbey  at  18^ 
Kewstead,  he  kept  terms  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  In  180G 
he  printed  for  private  circulation  his  first  volume  of  poems,  of 
which  Mr.  Ridge,  of  Newark,  was  the  publisher.  In  1809  he< 
attained  his  majority,  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
published  English  Bards  (md  Scotch  RtviewertL 

In  the  same  year  he  set  out  on  his  first  tour ;    and  after 
visiting  Portugal,  Spain,  Greece,  Asia  Minor,  <&c.,  returned  to 
England  in  1811.     Soon  after  his  return  he  lost  his  mother.     In 
1812  he  published  ChiUle  Hmold^  Cantos  I.  and  II.,  which  was 
followed,  in  1813,  by  The  Giaour^  and  TJisBriih  of  Abydos ;  and, 
in  1814,  by  The  Corsair y  and  Lara,     In  1815  he  married;  and  in 
1816  his  daughter  Ada  was  born,  and  the  separation  took  place : 
after  which  event  he  left  England  for  the  last  time,  and  passing 
through  the  Netherlands,  the  Rhine  country,  and  Switzerland,  he 
took  up  his  residence  at  Venice.     In  this  year  he  published  llis 
Siege  of  Corinth^  Parisiiw^  TJie  Frisatier  of  ChiUo-n,  and  the  third 
Canto  of  Childe  Harold,     In  1817  he  made  an  excursion  to  Rome, 
in  cbmpany  with  Mr.  Hobhouse  (afterwards  Sir  John  Cam  Hob- 
house,  and  Lord  Broughton),  and  published  Manfred  and  T/ie 
Lament  of  Tasso,     In  1818  he  published  the  fourth  and  last  Canto 
of  Childe  Harold  and  Beppo:  in  1819  Mazeppa,  and  Don  Juatij 
Cantos  I.  and  IL  :  in  1820,  Marino  FaUero:   in  1821,  Sa^ana- 
paiuA,  The  Two  Foscari,  Cain,  The  Prophecy  of  Dante,  and  the 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Cantos  oi  Don  Juan:  in  1822,  Werner;. 
and  in  " The  Liberal" Morgante Maggori,  TJie  Vision  of  Jvdgmenty 
and  Heaven  and  Earth:  in  1823,  The  Age  of  Bronze,   TIte  Island, 
and  from  the  sixth  to  the  fourteenth  Cantos  of  Don  Juan :  and  in 
1824,  The  Drformed  Transformed  and  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth 
Cantos  of  Don  Juan — ^his  last  publication. 

After  his  journey  to  Rome  in  1817.  he  returned  to  Venice, 
where  he  remained  till  1819.  From  the  time  of  his  leaving 
Tenioe  he  resided  in  various  parts  of  the  Italian  States,  chiefly  at 
Pisa  and  Ravenna,  till  he  embarked  for  Greece  in  1823,  in  which 
country,  at  Missolonghi,  he  died  at  the  date  already  indicated^ 
Mtat  36. 

The  reverend  individuals  who  have  the  honours  of  Westmin- 
■ter  Abbey  at  their  disposal  having  refused  to  inter  the  body 
under  the  sanctity  of  that  ancient  roof,  it  was  brought  to  Hucknall 
Torkard,  and  deposited  in  the  family  vault,  on  Friday,  the  16th 
of  July,  by  the  side  of  the  perishing  remains  of  his  mother,  ex- 
actly on  the  same  day  of  the  same  month  in  the  preceding  year 
in  which  he  had  said,  somewhat  despondingly,  to  Count  Gamba, 
"  Where  shall  we  be  in  another  year  V 

The  body  of  the  noble  bard  aiTived  in  Nottingham  on  the 
15th,  and  awaited  interment  till  the  next  morning,  at  the  Black- 
inoor's  Head  inn.     At  ten,  the  pix)cession  set  out  in  the  follpwixig^ 
order: — 
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]  824  ^'^'^  Gonstables  on  hortieback. 

Two  B*iIiiTs  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Woodeson,  the  Undertaker,  on  honoback. 

James  Orme,  lUq.,  and  twentj'-six  of  Lord  Rancliffe's  Tenants  on  konebadc 

Two  Mates  on  honioback. 
A  large  Plume  of  black  Feathers,  carried  on  a  man's  head,  with  two  supporters, 

on  foot. 

Four  Cloakmen  on  horseback. 

The  State  Hone,  richly  caparisoned  and  led  by  two  Pages,  the  Bider 

carrying  the  Coronet  of  the  deceased  Lord  on  a  crimson  vclTet  cushion 

ornamented  with  gold  tatteels  and  fringe. 

The  Hearse,  containim?  the  Body. 

Mourning  Coach  and  six,  ¥rith  the  TJm,  coutiuning  the  Heart. 

Mouming  Coach  snd  six,  containing,  as  Chief  Mourners,  Cxilonel  Leigh,  Colonel 

Wildman,  John  Ciun  Hobhouse,  Esq.,  M.P.,  and  John  Hanson,  Esq. 

Mourning  Coach  and  six,  with  the  lato  Lord  Byron's  Household. 

Mourning  Coach  and  six,  containing  the  Mayor  of  Nottingham,  AJdeimnii  Soars, 

and  Sheriffs  Lesvor  and  Guilford,  attended  by  three  of  ib»  Corporation 

senrants,  in  full  mourning. 

Mourning  Coach  and  six,  containing  the  Town  Clerk,  TJundcr-Sheiiff,  and  the 

rest  of  the  Depututtion  from  the  Corporate  Body,  attended  by  thi-ee  sei'rants 

in  full  mourning. 
The  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Bancliffe  in  his  carriage. 
William  Slierbrooke,  Esq.*s  carriage,  closed 
Colonel  Wildman*s  Carriage,  containing  the  Pall-bearers,  Me-tsrs.  Stavely,  A.  T. 

Fellows^  Dunn,  Homer,  J.  Fellows,  and  Smith. 
A  Chaise,  with  Mr.  H.  M.  Wood  and  Mr.  John  Crackle. 

A  priyate  Carriage. 
About  forty  Gentlemen  on  horsebadc. 

The  cortege  moved  down  Smithy-row,  along  the  Market-place 
and  Ghapel-bflur,  round  into  Parliament-stoeet,  and  then  proceeded 
up  Milton-street  and  along  the  Mansfield-road  as  far  as  the  seventh 
milestone,  where  it  turned  off  for  Hucknall^  by  way  of  Papple- 
wick.     It  was  accompanied  by  large  bodies  of  spectators. 

Soon  after  half -past  three,  the  procession  began  to  enter  the 
church,  the  vicar,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Nixon,  taking  the  lead.  The 
body  and  urn  were  brought  in,  and  placed  on  trestles  in  the  aisle, 
Colonel  Leigh,  Lord  EanclifTe,  Colonel  Wildman,  J.  C.  Hobhouse, 
Esq.,  and  John  Hanson,  Esq.,  occupying  the  principal  pew,  and 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  the  one  opposite.  Mr.  Nixon  read 
the  burial  service ;  and  at  four,  the  vault  received  all  that  was 
mortal  of  the  illustrious  Byron. 

August  19. — The  Rev.  W.  Leeson,  a  Fellow  of  Clare  Hall, 
Cambridge,  brother  of  Mr.  R  Leeson,  solicitor,  of  this  town,  and 
well  known  from  his  occasionally  performing  duty  at  St.  Peter's 
and  Wilford  churches,  committed  suicide.  The  rev.  gentleman 
left  his  brother's  house  at  Wilford,  in  the  morning,  and  was  not 
seen  again  till  the  23rd,  when  his  body  was  observed  in  the  Trent^ 
by  a  framework  knitter  named  Johnson,  who  happened  to  be 
fisliing  near  the  Wilford  upper  ford.  At  the  inquest  the  follow- 
ing day,  it  was  chnvrly  ascertained  that  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
had  been  labouring  under  insanity,  and  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  accordingly. 

Se}>teinher  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Samuel  Deverill  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  F.  Hart,  jimr.,  and  Mr.  James  Fellows,  Sherifls. 

Octohtr,^  In  Ui«  t^rly  |utrt  of  the  month,  rain  descended  in 
great  quantities,  and  from  Saturday  the  9th  to  Tuesday  the  12th, 
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almost  without  intennission.     The  result  was  an  immense  flood.  ^1'634 
All  the  lower  apartments  of  the  tenements  in  Trent-row  were 
inundated,  and  the  poor  people  had  to  take  refuge  in  the-Hp^r 
stories.  The  east  end  of  Narrow-marsh  was  similarly  circumstaix^^ 

The  flood  was  at  its  height  at  nine  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  the 
13th.  It  had  overflowed  the  road  between  the  Finder's  housia^nd 
the  Trent-bridge ;  and  between  the  east  end  of  the  bridge  aa^'  the 
publio-house,  carts  and  waggons  that  passed  were  up  to  the  axle- 
tree&  The  Meadows  resembled  an  immense  lake,  over  which,  as  the 
day  advanced,  pleasure  boats  were  seen  skimming  in  all  c&ieelioiaL 

In  1795,  the  flood  filled  the  cellar  of  ike  hotioe  tii^  the 
Trent-bridge  occupied  by  Mr.  Armitage.  On  this  bpcltaiq^j^t 
was  only  eighteen  inches  short  of  doing  so  again :  and  for  t^venty- 
four  hours  the  London  and  Leicester  coaches  were  entirely  pgce- 
vented  from  entering  the  town.  .;;....*,  .r 

October  31. — His  Boyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex  attended 
the  assembly  for  the  benefit  of  the  (General  Hospital  On  the 
3rd  of  November  he  again  visited  ike  town,  and  inipeetfid  IBifr. 
Homer's  lace  factory.  On  the  4th,  attended  hj  Colonel  Wildman 
and  his  suite,  he  visited  the  works  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  Basford,  for 
gassing  lace.  The  efifectual  manner  in  which  the  rough  fibres 
were  removed  excited  the  Duke's  complete  astonlshmenl'  His 
Boyal  Highness  then  honoured  Mr.  Hall  with  a  visit  to  hklibiMe, 
and  partook  of  a  sumptuous  repast;  and  after  oomplimfeftiti&g 
him  in  warm  terms  for  his  ingenious  and  useful  inventionriy  met 
out  on  his  return  to  Newstead.  He  again  came  to  Notting^m  ^  the 
4th,  and  inspected  the  House  of  Cc^ection,  attended  by  Oolonel 
Wildman,  Mr.  Alderman  Barber,  and  other  gentlemen.  The^DiIke 
went  over  nearly  every  room,  and  examined  the  arrangemedtB 
very  minutely.  'i- '  > 

December  3. — A  remarkable  and  fatal  accident  took  piace-iftis 
morning.  On  the  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the  B.iditig 
School  to  Brewhouse-yard,  and  facing  Gilliflowor-hill,  stood  <1^o 
small  houses,  immediately  under  the  ancient  Castle  waJL  Onerof 
them  was  inhabited  by  a  man  named  MUlup,  his  wife,  three 
children,  and  three  young  men  who  were  lodgers :  the  other  <.1iras 
occupied  by  a  man  and  his  wife  of  the  name  of  Cavagan,'and'two 
lodgers.  Heavy  and  continued  rains  had  excited  fears' fori  ibeir 
safety,  the  wall  at  the  back  having  shown  decided  sympk>ni»(of 
instability;  and  early  in  the  morning,  Oavagan  went  to  Mr.  Boms, 
who  lived  at  the  Castle  Lodge,  and  prevailed  upon  Mnr  to  wiad 
some  masons  to  prevent  the  threatened  catastrophe.  Throefiiien 
were  immediately  set  to  examine  and  repair  the  bi«acii;.'iniiihe 
masonry,  and  Cavagan,  having  done  all  he  thought' neediuly^firo- 
ceeded  to  his  usual  employment.  His  wife  remained: Bt-faome 
washing,  and  went  out  occasionally  into  the  yard,  boitifler  fears 
increased  every  time,  as  the  apertures  between  the^.  stones  #ere 
manifestly  getting  wider.  Alxmt  ten  o'cdock,  a-MiIl'  Joynes, 
who  resided  opposite,  shouted  to  her  to  come  out  r  sbo'did  so,  and 
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1824  when  out  of  danger,  Mrs.  Joynes  directed  her  attention  to  the 
wall  The  terrified  woman  had  hardly  time  to  exclaim,  *'0  dear! 
I  see  it  more !''  ere  the  ponderous  overhanging  stones  fell  upon  the 
houses,  together  with  an  immense  mass  of  earth  and  sand,  and 
overwhelmed  them  in  one  common  destruction. 

Providentially,  the  loss  of  life  was  limited  to  one  person. 
From  Cavagan's,  everyone  had  gone  out.  Of  the  inmates  of  the 
other  dwelling,  Millup  and  the  lodgers  were  at  work ;  the  two 
eldest  children  were  at  school ;  but  Mrs.  Millup  and  the  youngest 
child,  a  girl  about  two  years  of  age,  were  unfortunately  at  home. 
The  masons  escaped,  having  gone  to  their  employers  for  materials. 

Directly  it  was  ascertained  that  human  beings  were  amongst 
the  ruins,  a  number  of  persons  set  to  work,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives,  to  see  if  they  yet  lived.  After  very  laborious  and  protracted 
exertion,  a  dog  was  first  discovered,  alive,  but  mortally  injured. 
In  another  half  hour,  silence  was  called,  and  one  of  them  putting 
his  ear  to  the  ground,  heard  distinctly  the  voice  of  a  woman,  as 
though  at  a  great  distance.  The  efforts  were  of  course  renewed 
with  great  eagerness,  and  soon  after  the  child  was  found,  quite 
dead.  The  woman  was  at  length  liberated  from  her  awful  position. 
Her  preservation  was  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  a  door  having 
fallen  and  shielded  her  head,  but  her  body  was  so  covered  with 
bricks  and  rubbish  that  it  took  fully  ten  minutes  to  extricate  it 
after  she  was  first  seen.  Four  medical  gentlemen,  Mr.  Attenburrow, 
Mr.  Maddock,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Wright,  were  in  attendance, 
and  having  ascertained  that  none  of  her  bones  were  broken,  ordered 
her  immediate  removal  to  the  Hospital. 

The  scene  at  the  ruins,  throughout  the  day,  was  of  an  exciting 
nature.  The  kitchen  fires  continued  burning  underneath  the 
rubbish,  and  fragments  of  furniture  lay  scattered  about  in  the 
wildest  confusion.  It  called  into  activity  all  the  exertions  of  the 
constables  to  prevent  parties  searching  for  plunder. 


1825. 

1825  February  14. — Died,  at  his  house  in  Castle-gate,  aged  59 

years,  Robert  Bigsby,  Esq.,  Hcgistrar  of  the  Archdeaconry  of 
Nottingham,  which  ofiice  he  had  hold  «31  years.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Charles  Georgia  Dalgiiy,  Esq. 

Febmmry  24. — Tlie  following  account  of  an  election  of  two 
Senior  Councihncn  will  show  tho  fooling  tlien  existing  against  the 
enclosure  of  the  coinmonablo  laud : — 

The  Mayor  took  tho  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Fellows  proposed 
Mr.  Charles  iiaywcMid  Jlomor,  knowing  that  Mr.  Homer  would 
never  conmnit  to  an  iiiohmiiro  of  tlio  eoinnionable  lands.  Mr. 
Corner  assured  the  l)iirf/fNH<vi  that  he  never  could  surrender  their 
present  rights  and  privilegos. 


THE   NOTTINGHAM   DATE-BOOK.  363 

Mr.  T.  Wakefield  said  he  appeared  before  the  burgesses  under  1825 
very  different  circumstances  to  what  he  had  expected,  for  the 
candidates  appeared  to  be  all  of  one  opinion ;  they  were  all,  or 
they  8cUd  they  were  all,  enemies  to  an  inclosure.  He  objected  to 
an  inclosure  in  every  way  and  shape.  First,  because  he  did  not 
think  it  possible  to  carry  it  into  effect,  with  justice  to  the  burgesses 
and  the  landowners.  To  effect  an  inclosure,  commissioners  must 
be  appointed  ;  and  when  this  was  done,  the  Church,  which  looks 
after  the  interests  of  the  people  in  the  next  world,  and  after  their 
own  in  this,  would  put  in  their  claim  to  a  large  share ;  the  land- 
owners would  want  another  large  share ;  and  the  burgesses  would 
have  nothing  but  the  odds  and  ends  and  comera  (Applause.) 
Secondly,  he  objected  because  an  inclosure  would  be  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  town.  Thirdly,  it  would  deprive  them  of  the 
pleasant  privilege  of  walking  in  the  fields.  And  lastly,  it  would 
produce  by  the  contrariety  of  jarring  opinions,  a  great  deal  of  ill 
humour  and  ill  feeling.  At  present  an  inclosure  was  only  in 
embryo ;  but  if  it  should  ever  come  forth  into  being,  he  would, 
with  their  assistance,  at  once  grapple  with  it,  and  never  leave  hold 
till  he  had  strangled  the  unsightly  monster.  (Loud  cheers.)  These 
being  his  opinions,  he  begged  to  nominate  a  gentleman  whose 
sentiments  were  similar;  this  was  Mr.  William  Roworth,  a  decided 
enemy  to  an  inclosure  in  any  form.  Mr.  Theaker  seconded  the 
nomination;  and  Mr.  Koworth  expressed  his  uncompromising 
hostility  to  any  inclosure  whatever. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow  then  proposed  Mr.  Henry  Leaver, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  he  was  as  much  against  an  inclosure  as 
any  man  in  the  world.  The  nomination  being  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hurst,  Mr.  Leaver  said  he  was  of  opinion,  the  difficulties  were  so 
great,  the  time  for  an  inclosure  could  never  arrive.  He  would 
never  agree  to  it,  unless  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  could  be 
secured  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  burgesses  only.  (Loud  applausa) 

Mr.  T  Wakefield  congratulated  the  burgesses  on  the  unani- 
mity of  opinion  respecting  the  commonable  landa  The  question 
of  inclosure  had  received  a  stab ;  it  had  retrograded  a  century  by 
that  morning's  exposure. 

The  polling  was  continued  with  much  spirit  for  four  days, 
when  Mr.  Roworth  sent  in  his  resignation.  The  numbers  at  the 
close  were,  Mr.  H.  Leaver,  1578;  Mr.  C.  H.  Homer,  1129;  Mr. 
W.  Roworth,  820. 

Mwrch. — ^The  last  remaining  plot  of  Gregory's  paddock  was 
sold  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  for  the  erection  of  a  chapeL  It  is 
remarkable  that  on  this  small  paddock  no  less  than  five  places  of 
worship  should  have  been  erected ;  namely,  St.  PauPs  (Church  of 
England),  Greorge-street  (Particular  Baptist),  Broad-street  (General 
Baptist),  'Parliament-street  (Methodist  New  Connexion),  and  the 
Roman  Catholic. 

ApriL — The  two  years  preceding  this  date  had  been  a  season 
of  unparalleled  prosperity  to  the  local  trade ;   and  a»  the  first 
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1825  symptoms  of  declension  began  now  to  show  themselveSy  a  review 
of  the  extraordinary  development  of  the  industrial  resouroeB  of 
the  neighbourhood  daring  the  exciting  period  may  here  be  uppro- 
priately  introduced. 

In  the  year  1809,  Mr.  John  Heathcoat,  of  Loughborough, 
obtained  letters  patent  for  fourteen  years'  protection  of  his  inven- 
tion of  the  bobbin  net  machine,  during  the  existence  of  which  he 
and  his  partner,  Mr.  Charles  Lacey,  levied  a  heavy  tax  upon  all 
persons  adopting  a  similar  principle,  amounting  in  some  caaea  to 
£30  per  annum  on  each  machina  On  the  expiration  of  this 
patent,  in  March,  1823,  speculation  the  most  extensive  and  ruinous 
set  in,  and  capitalists  of  every  grade  anxiously  embarked  their 
money  in  the  bobbin  net  vortex.  For  a  while  everything  proceeded 
most  prosperously.  To  construct  the  machinery,  hundreds  of 
mechanics,  tempted  by  extravagant  wages,  poured  into  the  town 
from  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  Manchester,  and  other  places ;  ma- 
chines and  houses  "  sprang  up  like  mushrooms;"  money  circulated 
freely,  and  the  town  was  intoxicated  with  the  thirst  for  gain. 
*'  The  twist  fever"  is  the  generally  received  designation  by  which 
the  excitement  is  remembered. 

To  render  this  memorable  season  more  familiar,  and  to  place 
upon  permanent  record  a  few  of  its  more  remarkable  features,  it 
is  essential  amongst  other  things  to  state  that  great  improvements 
had  been  made  upon  the  principle  of  Heatheoat's  patent.  The 
machines  on  the  original  principle  b^an  to  be  known  as  *'  Old 
Loughboroughs,"  <^  Loughborough  Improveds,"  and  ^'Braley's:" 
these,  not  even  excepting  Braley's,  which  was  the  swiftest^  were 
all  very  slow,  and  upon  the  same  double  tier  construction.  The 
traverse  warp,  invented  by  Brown  and  Freeman,  had  not  under- 
gone any  material  improvement  since  1810.  Though  Mr.  Heath- 
coat's  patent  expired  in  March,  1823,  he  held  another  for  "  the 
Turn-again,"  a  very  small  apparatus,  which  until  1827  caused  the 
carriages  to  traverse ;  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  continue  the 
monopoly  under  this  patent.  This,  however,  was  set  at  defiance 
by  Lmgford,  of  Nottingham,  and  several  others,  and  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Thurland  Hall,  in  August,  1823,  the  patentee  consented 
to  throw  it  open. 

The  impetus  this  gave  to  the  manufacture  was  most  astonish- 
ing. Almost  every  person  became  anxious  to  invest  something  in 
bobbin  net  machinery.  Hitherto  the  public  had  in  a  great 
measure  been  restricted  from  entering  into  it  by  the  joint  com- 
bination of  the  leviathan  patentee  and  the  owners  of  machines 
who  had  licenses  from  him,  but  now  every  impediment  of  this 
nature  was  withdrawn,  and  all  classes  rushed  into  the  arena  of 
enterprise. 

The  adventurers  who  became  proprietors  of  machines  were 
tradespeople  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  persons  of  small 
independent  means,  and  others  who  resided  at  a  distance,  including 
a  very  large  proprietor  in  the  county  of  Kent ;   the  lace  manu- 
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facturers  themselves  not  owning  more  than  one-third  of  the  total    ^^^^ 
number.     Farmers,  bakers,  butchers,  bankers,  publicans,  in  fact 
almost  everyone  who  could  raise  monej  to  buj  a  machine,  shared 
in  the  general  mania. 

The  terms  on  which  the  machines  were  rented  varied  of  course 
with  their  capabilitiea  From  £12  lOs.  to  £20  per  quarter  per 
annum  were  rates  readily  realized.  Many  of  the  holders  pur- 
chased them  of  the  proprietors,  out  and  out,  at  £100  per  quarter, 
by  instalments;  these  were  commonly,  10s.  per  quarter,  or  £3  a 
week  for  a  six-quarter  machine,  until  the  purchase  money  and 
interest  were  fully  paid  off. 

As  may  be  inferred,  journeymen's  wages  were  very  high, 
ranging  from  £4  to  £7  per  week,  according  to  capacity.  By  other 
mechanics,  twist-hands  were  the  most  envied  of  mortals,  and 
premiums  of  £60  were  given  in  many  instances  for  the  mere 
privilege  of  learning.  Unfortunately,  few  of  the  hands  knew 
now  to  improve  their  golden  opportunities.  Elated  with  their 
elevation  in  the  social  scale,  instead  of  making  provision  for  the 
day  of  adversity,  they  imagined  they  should  never  again  know 
want,  and  recklessly  squandered  their  earnings  in  riot  and  dissi- 
pation. Thus,  one  of  them,  in  more  sober  moments,  when  the 
golden  vision  had  fled,  expressed  his  recollection  of  the  folly  of 
the  time  in  the  following  ditty : — 

With  mm,  and  giUf  and  brandy  O,  we  made  the  people  stare, 
And  horse  and  gig  so  handy  O,  to  take  the  mommg  air ; 
And  then  with  single-breasted  coats  and  spanking  new  top  boots, 
And  pockets  lined  with  one  pound  notes,  we  were  the  merry  shoots. 

The  bobbin  and  the  carriage  hands  they  scarcely  woald  look  down, 

Or  bend  their  portly  bodies  for  to  pick  up  half-a-crown ; 

And  if  it  had  out  lasted  long,  I  thmk  they  wouldn't  stoop 

To  poor  beof-steaks  and  onions,  but  they  d  dine  on  turtle  soup. 

The  oobbler  left  his  soles  and  heels,  and  wouldn't  be  so  mean 
Ab  to  stick  to  wax  and  'tatching-ends,  but  bought  a  twist  machine ; 
The  tailor  left  his  board  and  goose,  the  miller  left  his  ^rist. 
Tag,  rag,  and  bob-tail  all  got  loose,  to  get  into  the  twist* 

And  servants  left  the  mop  and  broom,  and  wouldn't  go  to  place, 
But  set  their  dainty  hancu  to  work,  to  purl  and  menu  the  lace : 
But  to  tell  the  long  and  short  of  it,  and  so  to  end  my  song. 
Among  so  many  twisters,  sir,  they've  tiristed  it  too  strong. 

Within  a  few  months,  scores  who  had  been  receiving  these  high 
wages  were  glad  to  sweep  the  streets  for  a  bare  subsistence, 
and  not  a  few  of  them  subsequently  ended  their  days  in  the 
workhouse. 

While  the  fever  lasted,  the  machine  makers  shared  largely  in 
the  general  prosperity.  For  some  months  the  demand  for  machines 
greatly  exceeded  the  means  of  meeting  it,  and  the  joume3rman 
framesmith  felt,  if  possible,  even  more  independent  than  his 
brother,  the  twist-hand.  The  setters-up  were  the  best  paid. 
Their  charge  for  adjusting  a  six-quarter  levers  machine,  was  £20  2s., 
which  a  workman  would  complete  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks, 
according  as  the  parts  were  well  or  ill  finished  to  his  hands. 

3  B 
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1826  Finuihing  or  file  smiths  had  from  £3  to  £4  per  week,  if  accustomed 
to  the  nature  of  the  employment  t  those  who  came  from  Birming- 
ham, Shefi&eld,  and  oth^  distant  places,  and  were  not  used  to 
«<  flat-filing,"  had  to  be  satisfied  with  from  £1  10&  to  £2  28. 
The  forger  (not  the  striker),  when  proficient,  commanded  &om  £5 
to  £6  per  week,  and  a  few  even  as  much  as  £10.  In  addition  to 
the  stated  remuneration,  it  was  customary  for  both  masters  and 
customers  to  give  the  smiths  ezpensiye  '^  treats"  in  the  shops;  and 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  persons  who  were  anxious  to  speedily 
possess  the  machines  they  had  ordered  to  give  privately  handsome 
aoueewra  to  the  men,  to  expedite  them  as  much  as  possible. 

In  the  "  insides"  department,  the  bobbin  hands  received  the 
highest  remuneration.  A  large  proportion  of  them  had  been  dock 
and  watchmakers,  attracted  to  the  town  from  all  parts.  Their 
weekly  wages  were  from  £3  to  £4. 

The  carriage  hands  were  paid  with  much  less  regularity. 
Thus,  moulders,  stampers,  grinders,  &Cf  received  but  from  15a  to 
25&  per  week ;  whilst  the  setters,  vergers,  and  finishers  commapded 
from  two  to  three  guineaa 

Hie  point,  pusher,  guide,  comb,  and  sley  makers,  and  also 
the  turners,  were  at  a  great  premium.  Circular  iron  bolts  were 
18s.  6d  per  hundred;  pushers,  3s.  9d.;  lever  guides,  3&;  straight 
bolt  guides,  Ss. ;  bolt  fiat  points,  1&  6d. ;  and  forks,  2s.  3d. :  and 
these  prices,  it  must  be  observed,  were  simply  journeymen's 
wages. 

During  the  excitement  the  number  of  master  smiths  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  was  more  than  trebled.  Stables, 
kitchens,  cellars,  and  the  most  unlikely  places,  were  converted  into 
smiths'  or  bobbin  and  carriage  makers'  shops ;  and  in  the  lack  of 
better  qualified  men  common  blacksmiths  and  farriers  were  enlisted 
into  the  service. 

*  In  connection  with  this  mighty  movement,  there  must  have 
been,  of  course,  a  great  demand  for  its  ultimate  product, — the 
bobbin  net  Such  for  a  time  was  the  case ;  and  for  plain  nets 
(none  others  being  made)  the  machine-holders  realized  an  enormous 
sum.  The  manufacturers'  advance  on  this  left  them  also  a  hand- 
some profit  The  prices  to  the  consumer  would  now  be  thought 
fabulous. 

As  soon  as  symptoms  of  impending  reaction  became  apparent^ 
the  more  sagadous  of  the  machine-holders  began  to  curtail  their 
operations,  and  to  gradually  sell  out  Some  of  these  had  risen 
from  poverty,  and  by  retiring  in  time  laid  the  foundation  of  future 
opulence.  The  commonality,  however,  were  not  so  prudent,  and 
were  swept  again  into  indigence  by  the  memorable  panic  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Fortunes,  speedily  made,  were  speedily  lost ; 
and  numbers,  while  they  supposed  their  course  to  be  clear  and 
free  from  difficulty,  by  the  sudden  reflux  of  the  tide  found  thdr 
vessd  of  hope  stranded  and  dismantled  on  the  shoals  of  disappoint- 
ment 
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The  only  feature  in  connection  with  the  fever  that  remains  1825 
for  notice  was  the  extraordinary  difficulty  in  finding  house 
accommodation  for  the  amazing  influx  of  population.  Thousands 
of  houses  were  erected  by  greedy  speculators,  who  studied,  not  the 
convenience  and  health  of  those  obliged  to  take  them,  but  how 
they  might  best  secure  20  per  cent  per  annum  for  their  outlay. 
Many  more  would  have  been  built  had  not  the  prices  of  land  and 
materials  been  extravagantly  enhanced.  Bricks,  for  example, 
rose  from  308.  to  £3  per  thousand ;  and  a  plot  of  land  on  Gilli- 
flower-hill,  not  quite  an  acre  in  extent,  was  sold  by  auction  foir 
£4,000.  No  sooner  was  a  row  of  dwellings  roofed  and  glazed, 
than  the  kitchen  fires  began  to  smoke  and  the  rentals  to  commence. 
The  inquiry  was  not  so  much,  "  What  is  the  rent  T  as,  "  Will  you 
let  me  a  house  f  In  one  instance,  a  butcher  who  had  been  exhi- 
biting from  town  to  town  a  ''  wonderful  pig,"  in  a  common  show- 
aian's  caravan,  ousted  the  porkine  tenant^  and  stationing  the 
vehicle  in  his  garden  at  the  back  of  Tork-street,  actually  let  it  as 
a  dwelling-place  for  2a  3d.  per  week. 

May, — ^An  important  acceleration  of  the  speed  of  the  mail  from 
London  was  hailed  with  general  satisfaction.  The  mail  which 
left  town  the  evening  before  began  now  to  arrive  in  Nottingham 
about  half-past  ten,  performing  the  journey,  loia  Bedford,  Ketter- 
ing, and  Melton,  in  about  fifteen  hours,  then  thought  to  be  the 
utmost  expedition  possible.  After  delivering  the  bag  at  the  Post 
Office  in  High-street,  and  changing  horses,  tiie  mail  resumed  \\A 
course,  proceeding  through  Mansfield,  Chesterfield,  and  Sheffield  to 
Leeds,  where  it  arrived  about  half-past  seven  in  the  evening. 

May  31.— Death  of  the  Rev.  0.  Wylde,  D.D.,  rector  of  St 
Nicholas's,  during  the  long  period  of  52  years,  aged  78.  He  was 
also  a  prebendary  of  Sou^well,  and  an  active  county  magislarata 
His  remains  were  were  deposited  within  the  walls  of  the  parish 
church,  on  the  7th  of  the  following  month.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
presented  the  vacant  living  to  the  Bev.  W.  J.  Butler,  who  was 
then  curate  at  St.  Mary's. 

JwM  3. — Death  of  William  Skip  with,  commission  agent, 
Clumber-street,  aged  64  years.  This  individual  was  remarlbible 
for  his  love  of  out-door  exercise.  During  the  last  twenty-three 
▼ears  of  his  life,  he  regularly  took  a  walk  in  the  Park  before 
Dreakfast,  and  made  it  a  point  to  touch  the  cross-bar  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Barracks ;  and  so  particular  was  he  in  the  due 
performance  of  this  undertaking,  every  morning  during  that  long 
period,  that  he  disregarded  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  several 
times  had  to  wade  up  to  the  knees  in  snow. 

Jvly  2. — ^Thomas  Dewey,  of  this  town,  murdered  Maria,  wife 
of  Thomas  Austin.  Dewey  and  his  victim  lived  both  under  one 
roof,  in  Brook-street,  but  in  separate  rooms ;  they  had  one  com- 
mon staircase,  and  Dewey's  apartment  was  directly  opposite  the 
one  occupied  by  deceased.  A  woman  named  Farrowell  had 
occasion  to  call  upon  Mrs.  Austin  just  before  the  deed  was 
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1825  committed,  and  found  her  and  Dewej  together,  exchanging  words 
of  an  irritating  tendency.  Dewey  then  went  into  his  own  room, 
and  returning  almost  immediately,  struck  the  deceased  on  the  left 
side,  exclaiming,  *' There  then!"  The  blow  was  quick,  and  seemed 
to  be  very  violent.  Dewey  at  once  returned  to  his  own  apart^ 
ment.  Farrowell  did  not  observe  that  he  had  any  weapon  in  hia 
hand,  but  seeing  that  the  deceased  was  idling  from  her  seat,  went 
to  her  assistance.  She  seemed  very  faint,  and  throwing  one  arm 
round  Farrowell's  neck,  pressed  the  other  to  her  side.  One  of  her 
daughters,  named  Maria,  was  then  told  to  fetch  her  uncle  Enea% 
but  Dewey,  who  had  been  listening,  re-entered  the  place,  and  said, 
**  Don't  you  send  for  any  person,  for  she  is  a  murdered  woman  i" 
There  was  neither  light  nor  fire  in  the  room  when  the  murder 
took  place,  and  when  Farrowell  asked  Dewey  to  procure  one,  he 
replied,  '*  It's  of  no  use ;  she's  a  dead  woman !''  He,  however, 
fetched  one  from  his  own  room,  and  on  his  return,  took  hold  of 
the  deceased's  hand,  kissed  her  face,  and  said,  *'  There,  that's  the 
last."  The  man  then  walked  coolly  out  of  the  house,  but  was 
met  on  the  staircase  by  Eneas  Whiting,  who  said,  '*  Tom,  what 
have  you  been  about )"  He  replied,  "  Nothing,"  and  turned  down 
the  street. 

Mr.  J.  White,  surgeon,  was  almost  immediately  in  attendance; 
but  it  was  found  that  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  had  been  perforated 
four  inches  deep  with  a  common  butchers'  knife,  and  Mrs.  Austin 
died  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

The  murderer  was  soon  apprehended.  At  his  trial,  on  the 
25th  of  July,  before  the  Hon.  Sir  James  Allan  Park,  he  pleaded 
insanity,  and  was  supported  in  it  to  some  extent  by  the  testimony 
of  sev^^  relatives  and  friends ;  but  the  jury  would  not  admit 
the  plea,  and  he  was  condemned  to  death,  apparently  as  little 
concerned  as  any  in  the  court  He  was  executed  on  July  27th, 
at  the  usual  place  on  Gallows-hill ;  and  the  body  was  delivered  at 
the  General  Hospital,  for  the  purpose  of  dissection. 

Dewey  was  bom  on  Sun-hill,  in  this  town,  and  his  father  was 
a  framework  knitter.  He  received  but  little  education.  At  the 
age  of  17  years,  he  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Warwick,  of 
Calverton,  as  a  stockinger,  and  being  steady  and  industrious, 
attended  the  Primitive  Methodist  meeting-house  and  was  admitted 
into  tluir  society.  Soon  after  his  short  apprenticeship  was  com- 
pleted, he  returned  to  Nottingham,  and  married  a  young  woman 
named  James,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  for  nearly  four  years, 
but  then  formed  an  improper  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Austin. 

Mrs.  Austin  is  describetl  as  very  goo<l  looking,  and  about  32 
years  of  age.  Her  husl)and,  Thomas  Austin,  had  been  living 
apart  from  her  for  some  time  ;  but  on  the  Friday  before  her  death 
she  had  an  interview  with  him  in  Leicester,  where  he  lived  with 
another  wife  and  family,  in  reference  to  the  apprenticeship  of 
their  eldest  son.  On  that  night  Austin's  two  wives  slept  together, 
while  he  sought  loilgings  elsewhere !     He  came  over  with  her  to 
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Nottingham  the  next  tlaj  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  1825 
and  it  is  supposed  that  Dewey  must  have  seen  or  heard  of  her 
walking  about  with  him  in  the  streets,  thus  creating  the  jealousy 
that  led  to  the  commission  of  the  deed.  Late  in  the  evening  they 
separated,  Austin  going  to  his  mother's,  in  Parliament-street,  and 
she  to  her  room  in  Brook-street.  Her  murder  took  place  a  few 
minutes  afterwards.  Dewey,  when  he  had  committed  the  deed, 
bent  his  steps  to  his  father's,  in  Clinton-street,  where  his  wife 
was,  and  gave  her  all  the  money  he  had  on  his  person,  saying  that 
it  was  the  last  she  would  ever  receive  from  him ;  and  in  about  an 
hour  after,  he  was  appi'ehended  at  the  house  of  his  father-in-law, 
on  Independent-hill.     He  was  in  his  26th  year. 

May  6. — The  pavement  in  the  Poultry  had  been  taken  up, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  large  common  sewer,  at  a  considerable 
depth.  In  connection  with  this,  three  men  were  engaged  in  lay- 
ing down  a  branch  sough,  leading  from  the  yard  between  the 
shops  occupied  by  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Webster.  They  had  dug 
completely  round  one  of  the  stone  pillars  supporting  the  house,  to 
a  great  depth,  when  suddenly  the  small  surface  on  which  the 
pillar  stood  gave  way.  Two  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  hole 
were  immediately  buried.  One  named  Scott  was  extricated  alive; 
but  the  other,  Thomas  Burton,  of  Wilford,  was  suffocated. 

August, — PaH  of  the  weathercock  of  St  Peter's  spire  having 
fallen  upon  the  leads,  and  other  symptoms  of  decay  presenting 
themselves,  Mr.  Philip  Wooton,  son  of  the  man  who  repaired  it 
in  1789,  was  engaged  to  restore  it.  He  commenced  operations  on 
a  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  proceeded  with  such  celerity  that  he 
fixed  three  ladders,  one  upon  another,  by  the  side  of  the  steeple, 
in  his  usTial  manner,  mounted  to  the  top,  an  elevation  of  151  feet, 
and  brought  down  the  weathercock  on  his  shoulder,  in  less  than 
two  hours  from  the  time  of  the  first  ladder  being  brought  into  the 
churchyard. 

The  aspiring  mason  was  several  weeks  in  completing  the 
whole  of  his  undertaking.  He  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  the  apex, 
replaced  the  weathercock,  which  was  made  of  copper  and  measured 
twenty-nine  inches  from  the  beak  to  the  tail,  and  also  fixed  on  the 
rod  a  ball  of  gilt  copper,  three  feet  four  inches  in  circum- 
ference. But  the  most  difficult  performance  was  repointing  the 
spire,  the  whole  of  which  he  performed  without  scaffolding,  by 
standing  on  a  short  ladder,  suspended  by  a  rope  from  a  pulley  at 
the  top  of  the  long  line  of  ladders.  In  this  manner  he  also  sawed 
off  all  the  crotchets  or  knobs  which  up  to  this  time  had  ornamented 
the  sides  of  the  steeple. 

September  21. — Sophia  Hyatt,  the  mysterious  "White  Lady" 
of  Newstead,  was  accidentally  run  over,  in  Maypole-yard  in  this 
town,  by  Potter,  the  Loughborough  carrier.  She  was  very  deaf, 
and  the  fore-horse  knocking  her  down,  the  cart  wheel  went  over 
her  back  and  killed  her  instantly.  This  elderly  body  was  an 
enthuuastic  admirer  of  Byron,  and  for  several  years  spent  nearly 
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1825  the  whole  of  her  time  in  pensive  solitude  amongst  the  gardens 
and  grounds  of  the  Abbey.  No  one  knew  exactly  whence  she 
came,  nor  what  were  her  connections.  Her  remains  were  interred 
in  Hucknall  churchyard,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  vault  containing 
those  of  the  immortal  bard. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Barber  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  Wm.  Walker  and  Mr.  S.  H.  Swann,  Sheriflfe. 

October, — The  treadwheel  was  first  erected  in  the  House  of 
Correction.  The  axle-trees,  about  sixteen  feet  long,  were  of  cast 
iron,  and  weighed  13}  cwt  each.  The  whole  length  of  the  wheel 
was  about  thirty  feet. 

November  16. — ^The  town  was  aeain  excited  by  the  perpetr»- 
tion  of  a  foul  and  unnatural  crime.  ^Tln  namedVcJKj; 
in  a  moment  of  passion,  most  brutally  murdered  his  wife. 

The  murderer,  Samuel  Wood,  was  bom  in  Stag-court,  Lamb- 
lane,  in  the  year  1796,  and  had  been  brought  up  as  a  framework 
knitter.  Afterwards  he  became  a  boatman,  tiien  a  dyer,  and 
lastly,  a  bobbin  and  carriage  maker.  In  1817,  he  married  a 
respectable  young  person  named  Lamb,  in  whose  right  he  subse- 
quently came  in  possession  of  £60  a  year,  bequeathed  by  a 
relative,  so  that  his  circumstances  were  tolerably  oomfortabla 
They  had  three  children, — ^two  boys  and  one  girL  He  was  good 
loolong,  and  about  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  particulars  of  the  murder  were  disclosed  at  the  trial, 
which  commenced  on  the  13th  of  the  following  March,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Littledale.  When  called  upon  to  plead,  he  said  "  not 
guilty,"  in  a  firm  tone,  but  almost  immediately  afterwards  fell 
backwards  in  a  fit,  and  filled  the  court  with  convulsive  sobs  and 
groans.  Two  surgeons,  Mr.  Oldknow  and  Mr.  White,  rendered 
assistance,  and  after  an  interval  of  about  twenty  minutes,  during 
which  the  business  of  the  Court  was  suspended,  restored  the 
unhappy  man  to  consciousness.  It  was  then  thought  advisable  to 
defer  die  trial  to  the  next  day.  Accordingly,  on  the  14th,  the 
investigation  was  proceeded  with.  Mr.  Header  conducted  the 
prosecution,  and  Mr.  Williams  the  defence.  It  was  proved  that, 
at  about  half-past  ten  at  night,  Wood,  impelled  by  the  uni^th- 
fulness  of  his  wife,  struck  her  on  the  head  repeatedly  with  a 
coal-hammer,  in  the  house  they  occupied  at  the  back  of  Parliament- 
row,  opposite  Bunkers-hill ;  and  that  her  skull  and  jawbone  were 
frightfully  fractured.  An  excellent  character  for  general  humanity 
was  given  to  him  by  several  respectable  witnesses,  but  of  course 
this  could  not  lessen  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and  the  jury  pro- 
nounced him  guilty.  He  was  executed  on  the  16th,  on  CtJlows- 
hill,  and  his  body  was  dissected  at  the  General  Hospital 

December  13. — ^At  a  public  meeting  of  the  manufacturers, 
tradesmen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair, 
it  was  resolved,  that,  "  considering  it  very  desirable  that  an  ex- 
pression of  confidence  in  tlie  several  banks  of  this  town  should 
immediately  go  forth  to  the  public,  we  do  hereby  declare  our 
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perfect  reliance  in  the  solidity  and  safety  of  each  and  every  of  the   1825 
Nottingham  banks^  and  that  we  shall  receive  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment with  the  most  perfect  satisfaction." 

This  unusual  but  very  necessary  proceeding  was  induced  by 
the  remarkable  position  of  monetary  affairs  throughout  the 
country.  In  our  own  town,  for  two  or  three  days  previous,  there 
had  been  strong  indications  of  a  general  run  upon  the  banks,  and 
every  man  having  anything  to  lose  was  in  a  state  of  anxious 
trepidation.  Though  none  of  our  banks  stopped  payment,  yet 
the  extensive  feiliures  in  other  places,  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
converting  anything  into  cash,  and  the  sudden  and  ruinous  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  machinery  and  manufactures,  brought 
numbers  of  our  townsmen  who  had  invested  their  little  capitals 
in  trade,  and  had  fancied  themselves  comfortably  secure,  into  a 
state  of  irretrievable  distress.  Whole  feimilies  were  compelled  to 
relinquish  every  prospect  in  life,  and  stood  as  bare  under  the 
storm  as  Lear  and  his  strange  comrades  on  the  heath. 

At  first,  here  and  there,  the  failure  of  a  commercial  house 
was  announced,  generally  of  those  which  nobody  supposed  to  be 
yexj  stable.  But  presently,  one  firm  after  another  stopped  pay- 
ment: one  at  a  distance  known  to  possess  enormous  landed  estates; 
anothw  to  be  the  proprietors  of  rich  mines ;  a  third  to  have  great 
wealth,  fixed  or  afloat,  in  the  colonies.  In  these  cases,  the  same 
story  was  always  told ;  that  it  was  merely  a  temporary  embarrasa- 
ment,  and  that  the  firms  possessed  property  far  exceeding  in  value 
their  entire  liabilities.  But  so  many  of  these  embarrassments 
occurred,  each  spreading  disorder  over  its  range  of  influence,  that 
it  presently  became  doubtful  what  any  kind  of  property  was  really 
worth,  for  any  practical  purpose.  Then,  of  course,  came  the  turn 
of  the  banks,  the  securities  they  held  for  their  vast  and  rash 
advances  having  become,  for  the  time,  little  better  than  waste 
paper.  In  the  height  of  the  panic,  buying  and  selling  every- 
vrhere  came  almost  to  a  stand ;  for  people  generally  looked  ai 
every  kind  of  bank-note  as  if  it  would  bum  their  fingers,  and 
thought  they  would  rather  hold  their  commodities  than  exchange 
them  for  paper.  In  many  districts,  all  who  had  money  in  any 
bank  ran  to  get  it  out  The  run  upon  the  banks  qoread  from  side 
to  side^  and  very  soon  to  London.  Lombard-street  was  full  of 
men  of  business,  standing  about,  wuting  to  hear  the  disasters  of 
the  day,  or  of  persons,  even  of  great  wealthy  who  were  hastening 
to  their  bankers  to  draw  out  their  deposits.  On  the  5th  ot 
December,  the  news  spread  with  the  speed  of  the  wind,  that  the 
banking-house  of  Sir  Peter  P<^  k  Co.  had  stopped.  The  funds 
went  down  immediately;  and  faster  still  next  day,  when  the 
bcmk  of  Williams  &  Co.  stopped.  From  this  time,  the  crash  went 
on  without  intermission,  till  in  five  or  six  weeks  from  sixty  to 
seventy  banks  had  stopped  payment.  Fortunately  for  our  own 
neighbourhood,  the  four  local  banks  weathered  the  storm ;  but 
Leicester,  Hinckley,  and  other  places  experienced  the  full  rigour 
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1825  of  the  overpowering  blast.  The  panic  did  not  entirely  pass  away 
for  some  months.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  following  year 
there  were  numerous  failures ;  and  the  suffering  in  Nottingham 
and  elsewhere  was  deep  and  general  After  a  weary  and  dreary 
season,  however,  things  began  to  mend  as  the  winter  of  1826  set 
in ;  but  so  heavily,  that  even  the  King's  speech,  which  is  under^ 
stood  to  make  the  best  of  ever3rthing  at  all  times,  declared,  in 
November,  that  the  depression  had  abated  more  slowly  than  hia 
Majesty  had  anticipated. 


1826 


1826. 

To  mitigate  in  some  measure  the  severity  of  the  prevalent 
distress  amongst  the  lower  classes,  a  public  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Exchange,  and  a  subscription  entered  into.  The  contributions 
amounted  to  about  £3,000,  and  j£r)00  was  forwarded  by  the  Lon- 
don Committee  for  the  Relief  of  the  Manufacturing  Poor,  being 
part  of  a  national  subscription.  The  load  committee  administered 
relief  during  several  months,  by  distributing  each  week  10,000 
quarts  of  soup  and  10,000  pounds  of  bread.  Two  hundred  men 
with  families  were  also  set  to  work  on  Mapperley-hills. 

Febraary  15. — ^The  Methodist  New  Connexion  chapel,  Parlia- 
mentrstreet,  having  been  considerably  enlarged,  was  re-opened  for 
Divine  service  this  day  (Wednesday),  by  the  Rev.  J.  Tliorpe,  of 
Chester,  when  the  sum  of  j£80  was  collected.  On  the  following 
Sunday,  a  further  sum  of  £77  was  contributed,  after  discourses 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Driver,  the  Rev.  W.  Pickering,  and  the  Rev.  S. 
Woodhouse. 

February  18. — ^At  the  bottom  of  Hollow-stone,  facing  the 
London-road,*  there  had  been  from  time  immemorial,  several 
spacious  caves,  hewn  out  of  the  sandstone,  the  ground  above  which 
was  part  of  the  extensive  garden  of  Mrs.  Morris,  of  Short-hilL 
In  one  of  these  excavations,  about  fourteen  yards  in  length,  a 
number  of  lads  and  others  wore  playing,  between  three  and  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  a  great  portion  of  the  roof  suddenly  fell 
in.  The  alarm  was  instantly  given  by  those  who  escaped,  and  a 
crowd  of  persons  assembled  round  the  spot,  who,  as  soon  as  the 
roof  was  in  some  measure  secured,  diligently  employed  themselves 
in  digging  for  the  sufferers.  John  Barber,  Esq.,  Mayor,  sent  for 
a  body  of  constables,  order  was  preserved,  and  seven  bodies  soon 
were  disentombed.  Two  more  who  were  considerably  hurt,  were 
conveyed  to  their  friends,  and  another  was  slightly  hurt. 
The  bodies  of  six  of  the  sufferers  were  conveyed  to  the  Red  Lion 
public-house,  where  a  surgeon  attended,  but  they  were  all  past 
recovery ;  and  as  it  was  iimrk(*t  day,  and  greatly  inconvenienced 

"  Th«  sito  o«eti|i|a<1  by  th«  koound  or  Ihlrd  ihop  from  BeUar-g«te. 
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the  house,  they  and  the  other  were  conveyed  to  the  Guard  House,  1826 
The  names  and  ages  of  the  sufferers  were,  Thomas  Hall,  aged  13 
years,  of  Poplar-place;  Thomas  Mitchell,  aged  16  years,  of 
Gkmer's-hill ;  William  Hopewell,  a  Blue  Coat  boy,  aged  12  years, 
of  Barker-gate ;  Robert  Daris,  aged  10  years,  an  inmate  of  St. 
Mary's  poorhouse ;  Charles  Arnold,  aged  1 1  years,  of  Leen-court ; 
John  Jordan,  aged  13  years,  of  Coalpit-lane;  and  Chas.  Hadfield, 
a  young  man  aged  19  years,  of  Warren-court 

May  8. — The  10th  Hussars  removed  to  Manchester ;  and 
were  succeeded  at  our  Barracks  by  four  troops  of  the  1st  Life 
Guarda  The  dazzling  appearance  of  the  men  in  their  ateel  body- 
armour  attracted  thousands  of  spectators,  by  whom  they  were 
accompanied  into  the  town.  Major-General  the  Hon.  H.  Caven- 
dish, M.P.  for  Derby,  rode  at  their  head. 

Junt, — General  election.  The  Blue  or  Tory  party  having  been 
defeated  at  the  previous  contests,  up  to  the  8th,  the  day  of  nomina- 
tion, no  idea  was  entertained  by  the  other  party  that  there  would 
be  on  this  occasion  an  opposition.  Mr.  Birch  had  again  presented 
himself,  and  Mr.  Denman  had  quietly  withdrawn,  to  make  room 
for  Lord  Eancliffe.  As  the  Blues  made  no  sign,  no  canvass  had 
commenced,  nor  had  any  preparations  been  made ;  but  on  the 
morning  of  nomination,  there  was  a  marked  change  on  the 
countenances  of  the  leading  Tories ;  and  as  they  brightened  up^ 
the  visages  of  their  opponents  proportionately  lengthened. 

On  assembling  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  Mr.  Hopper,  seconded 
by  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  nominated  Joseph  Birch,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  A. 
T.  Fellows  and  Mr.  C.  Homer  proposed  Lord  Eancliffa  Dr. 
Storer,  seconded  by  Mr.  A  Hadden,  amidst  the  loud  applause  of 
the  party,  nominated  John  Smith  Wright,  Esq.  The  show  of 
hands  was  in  favour  of  the  Whigs,  but  a  poll  being  demanded, 
voting  immediately  commenced,  and  was  sustained  during  ten 
days,  ending  as  follows : — Birch,  2234 ;  Rancliffe,  2158 ;  Wright^ 
1894.  Number  of  electors  polled,  4051.  Mr.  Birch's  majority 
over  Mr.  Wright,  340.  Lord  Eanoliffe's  majority  over  Mr. 
Wright,  264. 

On  the  10th,  Mr.  Denman  arrived  from  London,  and  after 
voting  for  the  Whig  candidates,  addressed  the  electors  in  their 
favour,  from  the  windows  of  the  Black  Boy  committee  room. 

It  was  generally  thought  on  the  1 7th,  that  Mr.  Wright, 
seeing  that  success  had  become  impossible,  would  resign ;  and  so 
it  turned  out,  for  though  both  he  and  Dr.  Manson  spoke  as  usual 
from  the  windows  of  their  committee  room  at  the  George  the 
Fourth,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  Colonel  Charlton  and  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Butler,  active  members  of  the  Blue  committee,  waited  upon 
the  hostile  camp  at  the  Black  Boy,  and  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Wright 
formally  resigned  the  contest.  The  Yellow  band  was  immediately 
sent  round  the  town  to  announce  the  victory,  and  special  messengers 
were  despatched  to  London,  Manchester,  and  other  places,  to  stop 
the  voters  who  were  expected  to  arrive  on  Monday.  F.  Hart,  Esq., 

3c 
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1826  the  chairman,  vacated  his  seat,  and  the  committee  broke  up  aikl 
took  away  their  books,  anticipating  with  pleasure  that  Monday 
would  be  the  day  of  chairing  and  of  triumph.  But  Mr.  Hopkin- 
son,  solicitor,  supported  by  two  or  three  members  of  Mr.  Wright's 
committee,  was  not  satisfied,  and  announced  his  intention  to  per- 
severe in  the  struggle  on  the  following  morning.  The  Whig 
committee,  though  it  was  Sunday,  met  in  the  afternoon,  and 
revoking  their  former  order,  sent  fresh  despatches  for  the  unpolled 
outvoters. 

The  Hall  was  accordingly  reopened  on  Monday  morning,  but 
the  voting  was  very  inanimate,  and  at  three  in  the  aftemoon^ 
Mr.  E.  Shaw  requested  the  assessor  to  put  an  end  to  the  poll. 
Mr.  Amos  declined ;  and  soon  after,  Mr.  Shaw,  remarking  that 
there  was  no  candidate  to  oppose  Birch  and  Bandiffe,  nominated 
Mr.  Hopkinson,  and  the  nomination  was  formally  seconded,  amidst 
loud  laughter.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  mirth  was  greatly  increased, 
by  a  vote  being  given  for  Hopkinson,  by  Mr.  Howett,  sinker- 
maker,  of  Parliament-street.  At  five,  Mr.  Hurst,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length,  urged  upon  Mr.  Amos  to  terminate  the  coni^.  Mr. 
Hopkinson  replied,  and  then  the  assessor  declared  that  should  no 
voters  present  themselves  after  due  proclamation  at  nine  the 
next  morning,  the  poll  would  be  declar^  finally  closed. 

On  Ttiesday  morning,  no  other  electors  coming  up.  Birch  and 
Bancliffe  were  declared  duly  elected ;  and  the  chairing  took  place 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

The  victory  was  celebrated  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  July,  by  a 
public  dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hall.  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  presided, 
and  the  principal  speakers  were  Lord  Ranclifib,  Colonel  Gardiner, 
W.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Barber,  Mr.  Hurst,  Mr.  F.  Hart, 
and  Mr.  Hopper. 

Julj/  14. — G«orge  Milnes,  aged  34  years,  and  Joshua  Smith, 
aged  25  years,  were  arraigned  at  the  County  Hall,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Abbott,  for  burglariously  entering  the  house  of  a  person 
named  Wheat,  at  Hampton,  near  East  Retford. 

It  was  clearly  proved  that  they  broke  into  the  premises  on 
the  31st  of  May,  and  stole  therefrom  a  silver  cup  and  a  large 
quantity  of  drapery  goods,  about  £200  in  value.  They  were 
taken  into  custody  the  next  evening,  near  Ordsall,  with  part  of 
the  stolen  property  upon  them,  but  not  without  a  determined 
resistance.  The  judge  sentenced  them  to  expiate  their  crime  on 
the  scaffold.  They  were  execute<l  on  Wednesday,  July  26th, 
and  after  hanging  the  usual  time,  the  bodies  were  cut  down  and 
taken  to  the  County  Hall.  In  the  afternoon,  Milnes's  was 
deposited  in  St.  Mary's  churchyard,  and  Shepherd's  was  removed 
to  his  wife's  house  in  Wool-alley,  Barker-gate,  and  at  eight  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  was  interred  in  the  old  burial-ground. 
Barker-gate.  Though  not  attended  by  a  clergyman,  the  pressure 
to  catch  a  glimpse  at  the  coffin  was  greater  than  at  the  place  of 
execution:  the  walls  of  the  ground  and  every  windav  fif  the 
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surrounding  houses  were  crowded  with  spectators,  and  it  was  with   *^^^ 
the  greatest  difficulty  the  criminal's  wife  and  mother  forced  a 
passage  to  the  grave  side. 

Joshua  Shepherd,  cUicu  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Nottinghanii 
and  had  before,  at  the  Lent  Assizes  in  1816,  been  capitally  con- 
victed of  stealing  a  watch,  but,  on  account  of  his  youth,  had  had 
his  sentence  commuted  to  six  months'  imprisonment. 

Oeorge  Milnes,  cUias  Ponter,  was  a  native  of  Kadbome,  near 
Malmsbury,    in  Wiltshire,  and  was  a  stout,  good  looking  man. 
He  had  served  an  apprenticeship  with  a  joiner,  but  had  enlisted 
into  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards,  and  deserting,  had  come  to  Not-^ 
tingham. 

Jult/, — ^An  extremely  protracted  drought  so  lowered  the 
Trent,  that  no  person  living  could  rememb^  the  water  so  low 
before.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  circumstance  to  examine 
and  reoonsolidate  the  bridge.  One  of  the  piers  on  the  eastern 
side  was  entirdy  rebuilt^  and  the  others  were  repaired.  Under 
and  above  the  sixth  arch  from  the  north  end,  a  number  of  pieces 
of  sculptured  stone  were  found,  some  of  which  were  beautifully 
wrought  mullions  of  windows.  These  remains  doubtless  belonged 
to  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  Mary,  which  was  built  on  the  bridge, 
and  were  precisely  of  the  same  shape  as  the  mullions  of  the  upper 
windows  of  St.  Mary's  church,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  (July, 
1879,)  in  the  garden  of  Bromley  Housa  Kespecting  the  site  of 
the  chapel,  there  has  been  great  difference  of  opinion.  Dr.  llioro- 
ton  says  it  was  an  the  bridge ;  Deering  supposes  it  to  have  been 
near  the  bridge,  on  the  plot  of  ground  called  Lady-bay;  and 
Blackner  conjectures  that  it  stood  near  the  public-house  at  the 
western  comer  of  the  northern  abutment.  It  is,  however,  most 
probable  that  the  sacred  edifice  spanned  quite  across  near  the 
centre  of  the  bridge,  with  merely  an  archway  through  it  for  the 
passage  of  a  carriage ;  and  that  after  the  Beformation,  when  the 
chapel  was  no  longer  required,  it  was  pulled  down,  and  the  smaller 
stones  and  rubbish  thrown  into  the  water.  If  so,  it  follows  that 
the  sixth  arch,  that  against  which  the  stones  were  discovered,  was 
**  the  chapel  arch,"  and  that  upon  it  the  knees  of  holy  men  of  the 
olden  time  have  been  frequently  bent  in  the  solemn  exercises 
of  devotion.  In  the  summer  of  1817,  a  number  of  men  employed 
in  repairing  the  foundations  of  the  bridge,  observed,  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  a  quantity  of  Gk)thic  stonework ;  and  fragments  of  the 
old  chapel  were  brought  to  light  in  1831. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  Trent  Bridges  are  principally 
extracts  from  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Briscoe,  F.R.H.S.,  &a,  read 
before  the  Boyal  Historit^d  Society,  April  22nd,  1873,  and  printed 
in  the  society's  Transactions : — ''  The  earliest  intimation  of  the 
existence  of  a  bridge  is  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  where  it  is  re- 
corded that  in  924,  *  before  midsummer,  went  King  Edward  (the 
Elder)  with  an  army  to  Nottingham,  and  ordered  the  town  to  be 
repairod  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  opposite  the  other,  and  the 
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1826  bridge  aver  the  Trent  betwixt  the  two  towns.*  The  piers  were 
composed  of  stone,  and  the  platform  was  of  wood.  This 
bridge  was  of  the  greatest  utility,  inasmuch  as  it  united  the 
northern  and  southern  part<s  of  the  country.  This  was  probably 
the  first  bridge  erected  over  this  celebrated  river. 

"During  the  excavations  for  the  foundations  of  the  new 
bridges,  traces  of  what  we  may  infer  to  have  been  a  landing-stage 
have  been  brought  to  light.  These  consisted  of  some  cross-braced 
framing,  formed  of  black  oak  beams  trenailed  together  with  oak 
pins,  the  whole  resting  upon  large  unhewn  blocks  of  stone. 

"In  1156,  Henry  11.  rebuilt  the  strong  wall  with  which 
Edward  the  Elder  encircled  the  town,  and  we  believe  that  he 
built  the  first  arched  bridge  of  stone.  Supposing  this  to  have 
been  so,  then  this  bridge  was  one  of  the  earliest  stone  bridges 
erected  in  England,  as  the  first  stone  bridge  reared  in  the  country 
was  the  Bow  Bridge,  which  was  built  in  1118.  In  the  30th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  a  license  was  granted  to 
John  le  Paumer,  of  Nottingham,  and  his  wife  Alice,  to  give 
£6  138.  4d.  in  rents,  for  ttvo  chaplains  in  the  chapel  of  St  Mary, 
situate  on  the  Trent  Bridge,  then  known  as  *  Hethebechebrigge.' 
It  was  ordered,  in  1614,  Hhat  the  bridge-masters  do  take  up  £20 
for  six  months,  upon  their  own  bond ;  and  to  be  allowed  it  again 
upon  their  accounts  being  passed,  as  the  bridges  are  in  $o  great 
decay ^  and  must  be  repaired  this  summer.'  One  of  the  middle 
arches  of  the  Trent  Bridge  fell  on  the  10th  August,  1636.  The 
rebuilding  of  it  cost  the  town  upwards  of  £100.  In  1683,  in 
consequence  of  great  floods,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Trent 
Bridge  w£Ui  torn  away.  The  bridge  was  of  wood,  supported  on 
stone  pillars.  Since  that  time,  it  was  entirely  rebuilt  of  stone, 
supported  by  twenty  arches,  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation, 
who  took  charge  of  the  repaira  In  addition  to  several  grants  from 
the  Crown,  besides  gifts  and  legacies,  the  bridge's  sustentation  was 
by  '  toll  of  millstones,  and  upsets  of  mercers,  tailors,  cordwainers, 
i^  From  the  foot  of  this  bridge  there  was  a  strong  causeway, 
well  secured  with  brickwork,  and  covered  with  flat  stones,  leading 
to  the  higher  parts  of  the  meadows,  and  from  thence  to  the  lower 
parts,  where  planks  were  raised  from  a  foot  to  two  feet,  by  which 
people  might  go  dry  shod  during  the  flood  time  to  and  from 
Heathbcth  Bridge.  These  were  repaired  by  the  bridge-masters. 
A  toll-houso  was  set  up  about  1724  by  the  King  and  Parliament 
f©r  the  repairs  of  the  bridga  Toll  was  exacted  for  several  years 
after  the  erection  of  the  toll-house. 

The  groat  floods  of  February,  1795,  do  not  appear  to  have 
caused  much  damage  to  the  Trent  Bridges.  The  Hen  Cross  being 
demolished  in  1801,  the  materials  were  employed  in  the  repair  of 
the  Trent  Bridges.  The  bridge  being  so  narrow  at  the  southern 
end  that  two  carriages  could  scarcely  pass,  the  Corporation,  in 
1806,  ordered  the  eastern  parapet  to  be  rebuilt,  and  the  arches  to 
be  lengthene<l,  which  rendero<l  it  tolerably  i  '^ious.     In  1810, 
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a  range  of   buildings  which  stood  at  the  eastern  side  of   the   1826 
northern  end  was  taken  down,  and  that  end  of  the  bridge  was 
widened,  as  well  as  the  bridge  over  what  is  known  as  the  Old 
Trent.     The  Watch-House  was  at  the  same  time  taken  down. 
The  bridge  consisted  of  seventeen  arches. 

**  The  '  Bridge  ledger'  shows  that  scarcely  a  year  passed  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty  of  its  existence,  without  considerable  sums 
being  expended  in  repairing  the  structure.  In  1850,  the  abut- 
ments of  the  bridge  were  repaired  with  one  hundred  piles  shod 
with  iron.  About  the  year  1851,  it  was  discovered  that  one  of 
the  dry  arches  near  the  south  bank  had  sunk,  which  caused  the 
Town  Council  to  adopt  measures  for  securing  it.  In  1853,  Sir 
William  Cubbitt,  O.E.,  prepared  plans  for  a  new  bridge.  It  was 
intended  that  the  proposed  bridge  should  not  interfere  with  the 
decayed  fabric,  which  should  be  permitted  to  stand  until  its 
successor  should  be  completed.  Presuming  that  solid  rock 
was  to  be  found,  Sir  William  was  of  opinion  that  a  complete 
bridge  and  approaches  could  be  built  for  less  than  £30,000. 

During  the  year  1854,  the  piers  were  repaired  with  stone. 
In  the  following  year,  the  sum  of  £200  was  required  for  brick- 
laying. During  the  same  year,  a  further  sum  of  £400  was 
expended  on  the  bridga  In  1856,  the  abutments  of  the  bridge 
being  in  a  weak  condition,  98^  tons  of  stone  were  required  to 
strengthen  them.  During  the  succeeding  year,  the  abutments 
again  received  attention.  It  was  determined  to  sink  142  tons  of 
Derbyshire  stones  to  preserve  them  from  the  action  of  the  river. 
Convinced  that  some  measures  were  necessary  to  sustain  the  old 
bridge  beyond  the  ordinary  repairs  which  were  ever  being  made, 
the  bridge  committee  caused  a  sunk  weir  to  be  constructed,  in 
1858,  across  the  river,  a  little  below  the  old  bridge,  on  the  site  of 
the  present  new  bridge,  in  order  to  hold  up  the  water,  and  prevent 
the  scour  that  was  seriously  endangering  the  foundations  of  the 
large  piers.  This  weir  was  form^  by  filling  several  large  old 
barges  with  Mountsorrel  granite,  and  sinking  them  into  the  bed 
of  the  river,  and  then  oovering  the  whole  with  layers  of  granite, 
so  as  to  form  a  continuously  compact  mass. 

In  October,  1871,  the  work  of  demolishing  the  old  structure 
commenced,  when  some  portions  of  the  sculptured  stone  were 
found;  but  it  seems  that  none  have  been  preserved  with  the 
exception  of  one  piece,  which  is  now  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  M.  O. 
Tarbotton,  F.G.S.,  Borough  Engineer. 

Atigvst  3.— Mr.  Green  made  his  first  aerial  ascent  from  Not- 
tingham. A  large  space  in  the  centre  of  the  Market-place  was 
inclosed  with  boards,  where  the  process  of  inflation  had  been  com- 
pleted the  previous  day.  A  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for 
the  consideration  of  10s.  6d.  each,  were  then  gratified  with 
ascents  to  a  considerable  height,  and  after  enjoying  the  prospect 
from  their  giddy  elevation,  were  pulled  down  again,  by  means  of 
i^pes  attached  to  the  car.     In  this  manner,  during  the  afternoon 
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1826  of  the  2nd  and  the  morning  of  the  3rd,  eighty  or  ninetj  were 
accommodated,  and  as  many  more  were  ready  for  a  Boar,  had  there 
been  time,  numbers  who  came  late  being  refused.  At  ten  minutes 
to  two,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Say  well,  of  Leicester,  who.  purchased 
the  privilege  for  25  guineas,  Mr.  Green  left  tmra  JtrmOf  the  bal- 
loon  rising  vertically  till  it  gained  an  altitude  of  2,400  feet,  and 
then  encountering  a  north-west  current,  was  carried  eastward. 
In  about  fifty  minutes,  during  most  of  which  time  the  aeronauts 
were  visible,  the  balloon  descended  in  a  field  in  the  pariah  of 
Edwalton ;  and  at  seven  o'clock  Mr.  Green  was  again  in  Notting- 
ham, bringing  his  balloon  with  him  on  the  top  of  a  chaise. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Allen  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
William  Enfield  and  Mr.  Thomas  Shipman,  SherifBs. 

November, — ^This  month  was  attended  by  a  number  of  dia- 
bolical attacks  upon  females,  by  stabbing  them,  as  they  passed 
along  the  streets,  in  the  dark.  Nine  well  authenticated  instances 
are  recorded.  Miss  Mary  Ann  Darker,  for  example,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Darker,  of  Broad-marsh,  was  attacked  between  six  and  seven 
in  the  evening,  at  the  top  of  Wheeleivgate,  and  would  probably 
have  been  killed,  had  not  the  point  of  the  instrument,  violently 
thrust  by  the  unknown  ruffian,  come  in  contact  with  the  bcme  of 
her  staya  On  the  following  night,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Manderfield, 
the  tailor,  was  stabbed  at  the  comer  of  Pepper-street.  And  a 
night  or  two  afterwards,  a  servant  of  Mr.  Cross,  the  county 
gaoler,  received  a  wound  near  Mr.  Cumberland's  shop,  in  Bridle- 
smith-gate.  The  alarm  arising  from  these  mysterious  outrages 
may  be  readily  conceived. 

December, — A  great  local  improvement.  The  open  sough  in 
the  Market-place,  receiving  the  drainage  from  the  houses  on  the 
Long-row,  was  superceded  by  an  underground  sewer ;  the  Long- 
row  itself  was  flagged,  instead  of  pebbled,  as  theretofore ;  and  the 
Market  area,  hitherto  very  unlevel  and  miry,  was  properly  levelled 
and  paved.  The  raising  of  the  spacious  area  to  its  present  level 
required  an  amazing  quantity  of  soil,  which  was  obtained  by  re- 
moving many  hundred  cubic  feet  of  the  Gallows-hilL  Li  removing 
it,  fifteen  human  skeletons  were  found. 


1827. 

1827  January  18. — ^The  town  was  greatly  horrified  by  the  discovery 

of  an  organised  system  of  despoiling  the  sanctuaries  of  the  dead, 
by  a  gang  of  ''  resurrection  men,"  who  were  in  the  habit  of  selling 
the  bodies  for  the  purposes  of  dissection.  The  Review  gave  the 
following  particulars : — "  On  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  January 
18th,  about  five  o'clock,  a  man  named  Smith,  alias  Hammond, 
brought  a  hamper  to  Messrs.  Fickford  ^  Co.'s  warehouse^  Leen- 
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bridge,  to  be  conveyed  to  '  S.  Rogers,  2,  Bucklersburj,  London.'  1827 
Mr.  White,  the  book-keeper,  having  had  his  suspicions  excited, 
requested  Smith  to  take  the  hamper  into  the  counting-house; 
which  being  done,  Mr.  White  told  him  he  was  afraid  that  all  was 
not  right,  and  requested  him  to  open  the  parcel.  Smith  hesitated, 
and  endeavoured  to  dissipate  Mr.  White's  suspicions  by  assurances 
that  all  was  correct ;  but  Mr.  W.  was  not  satisfied,  and  insisted 
on  Smith  either  opening  the  hamper  or  taking  it  away.  To  this 
he  answered,  he  dare  not  open  the  hamper ;  it  contained  nothing 
improper,  but  he  would  go  and  speak  to  his  master,  who  was  close 
by.  He  then  went  away,  leaving  the  hamper  in  the  counting- 
house.  Mr.  White  directed  Joseph  Arnold,  ond  of  Messrs. 
Pickford's  porters,  to  follow  Smith,  and  he  having  traced  the  man 
into  Mr.  Bullivant's  yard,  returned  and  reported  that  the  man's 
master,  as  he  called  him,  was  putting  a  horse  to  a  spring-cart^ 
and  he  was  convinced  they  meant  to  be  off.  Mr.  White  instantly 
went  there ;  Smith  was  not  visible  at  the  moment,  and,  addressing 
the  old  man  that  Smith  had  called  master,  Mr.  W.  told  him  that 
he  must  return  to  Messrs.  Pickford's  yard,  and  either  open  the 
hamper,  or  take  it  away ;  but  getting  no  satis&ustory  reply,  Mr. 
White  hastened  to  Mr.  Alderman  Barber's,  who  lived  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  and  obtained  the  assistance  of  Jefferies, 
the  constable ;  but  on  repairing  to  the  place  they  found  the  men 
had  escaped.  Immediately  on  Mr.  W.  quitting  him,  the  old 
man,  or  mast^,  whose  name  is  William  Giles  (at  least  that  was 
the  name  on  the  cart),  got  into  the  vehicle,  and  would  have  driven 
ofi^  but  Arnold,  who  had  been  left  in  the  yard,  seized  the  bridle^ 
and  opposed  his  departure ;  Giles  was  in  a  rage  at  this,  and  got 
out  of  the  cart,  upon  whidi  Arnold  seized  him,  leaving  the  horse 
and  cart  in  the  care  of  another  porter.  Gil^  now  called  out  lor 
help  to  one  of  Mr.  BuUivant's  men,  named  John  Brooker,  sayings 
'  Do  you  see  how  this  man  is  using  me  )  come  and  hold  hka  while 
I  go  for  a  constable ;  he  has  no  right  to  detain  me  here ;'  and  he 
also  appealed  to  Mr.  Bullivant  in  the  yard,  who  desired  Arnold 
to  let  him  go.  Smith  then  made  his  appearance,  and,  along  with 
Brooker,  came  to  Giles's  assistance,  but  Arnold  would  not  let  him 
go ;  upon  which  Giles,  fearful  of  being  detained,  slipped  out  of 
his  greatcoat,  which  he  left  in  Arnold's  hands,  and  being  closely 
followed  by  Smith,  the  two  made  their  escape  over  t£e  little 
bridge  and  through  Mr.  Bullivant's  house,  and  Arnold  was  pre- 
vented from  following  by  Brooker,  and  also  by  the  doors  of  Mr. 
Bullivant's  house  being  closed  against  him.  Almost  immediatelj 
after,  Jefferies  and  Mr.  White  arrived,  when  the  cart  and  horse 
were  removed  to  Messrs.  Pickford's  yard,  and  the  hamper  being 
immediately  opened  in  the  constable's  presence,  was  found  to  con- 
tain the  bodies  of  an  aged  woman  and  a  little  boy  about  three 
and  a  half  years  old ;  tiiey  were  packed  in  straw,  were  doubled 
up  in  the  smallest  compass  possible,  the  mouth  of  the  woman 
being  stuffed  with  straw,  and  that  of  the  child  with  wool.     By 


3B0'  TtfftoiitAbiiiQiuHoiiiniPifovfl:! 

purpose,  William  Davis,  alicis  *  Old  Friday,*  the  grave  diggevit^I 
St.  Mary's  panaAK^l^e^  «9fM^^'^.^tfiti|^'ttA  therein,  an 

office  which  he  pe^ffigo^b^^S^igS^^MWfifrefloiq 

'*  Numbers  of  persons  went  to  the  Guaii^>fi<<fte,  on  Friday, 
tfaar{lfltli9rtaiaiia9)ei±^dHybedie4ikiMitt)^  chimiwifalageBrf  dAimd  h^M 

ipclmMMilu^igfrilBQsdafpol  IM^rf^wlifiwMBa^afritt'iAMF^icfeiiflfitHDiih^ 
8ediQ>di«[B^  todopDOvedfiioflboRMnt.  oBtoHafeBycfBiDhmiid^  mkKyihhd^ 
oidl^  lH(rin^^MaKttdcaii:fti\^kliii6Sda^  havinpfd^vifafloprwaduvxfioiifA 
di^QBd  RlB^fnonyiilKioiiSlie  IjwaanaT  pAfiAA  bauaat/i^s^rMXf^dm&imi 
i^]ic^oifeJpayeol|f9vaafbi^  f 

l|iil^^taD^ha)^Aba^dxei;^j(ii^  «n»rdh^(s(impRriic)d8QiofiTn£l6duiSig 
vwiiv»|)«il>ir  ^ohbrkD^ixb^ri  £Ujv^iiig  knuiiaweiKpmd  I£di|phT^e^iMBi 
899lk^-kiiife^luor4liiai(xj^  w/veiimnM^edI«n£8aadB3l)Jafct[9fiofn  \o 
edi  AhW|cie1r0DU  in2ttiq;fy  tetlrtaiDoiffih*«li]n  iiei^!tiu^mt0&rifo{D 
li^n^^bilit  Tids^-go  foif^rartdw  flSbeoiecyfBvuoicibiui  ddiBBe\lHiji  ^raBi«i*-i 
8edlLem0|t*ebArdJM»u9hsi^ei^)l{nr9i,  f^/tiiad  Ihodufmdst^ailt^BeQovrMCii 

ofiiOea^i^AoA  tbDughoi^itiHsbcaEriuafi^raopdi^ 

^vttetf  iFiitt  wAii||[iiKpifai8&^t9rfthebt^      «nnta6«8  jb^jimfftkgTt^^l^ki 

]S|i^'jb«llMf^fa^i6«dqbla§a«  fluil^itoidgifaMi&Q^fUSo 

8|tfip6fi£^iidl^iotliitodHiite'dfilWaaj9if^^ 

tbi^9lteifi&dfa&  &^$  aiiil  8id>«iii&irfl(aleDi^(^Tckd  ilfafo  spSbooeAii 

Bisifi|T0IKi«l):)a9dftiiilM}fcKQp)i/ireff^  g^veniUdt  toiiliflhr«n7qgnHtqs2itoi 
bfte9p€SM^  <wHbofiioMi  QvAei;  tbtm  tUtvioaDoiiwbvrfdhiiBrdeB^  ^vid 
aeitroftt  -l9««ynimri(lJQi^nfil,tefiiH^7dan{finl  d«tfiia^diblBiiiiWkl« 
ascertained  that  near  thirty  bodies  have  been  taken  away !  *^iB||tii 
aAi9tinR)4S  tii»(X)el«fiiV«tf  ik^b^ted  Wid^«nq)lifili^AMb/v«i(nBiB  not 

tqxto  ^fkv^ifiimpff^^fsiiiti^  ^iiQnciddfad|K/levd[fe  adbuaUyygofaiiitoq 
tbffvPP,^^i9[r&t(IWi  tfli3{ICti^nJbM)»&  dtet  Hat  dfc|)artedQpxkli6nMr^ 

f(M<llttotftiyyiy,j«)rAvefo«i^^n^  n»|i^kibU  traibniiaa,! 

years  of  age,  >\'jM^JN»dLlifilBlb^dflia^ 

£»t^lVi43(»olKing|,.to:ntepttkt«^^  to.4»i6peBedvx 

H^/lj^ighrfab^  (H>ffllbjVi4  l3beigM)r<dfciothed,>Itke  liittto  IvillUioundn 
tbiK^hil4'aiA0ok^iAl^  &flipijlloii'fQnowhkh<itarh^eivM{  l^id^i^wis^an-r 

the  dreadful  tidiiigHJ  aiwl  has  rtimaincd  in  a  state  of  iusensibilU^: 
ajUlNPt^^M'f^r/iHiDc^OtUi^l  ifimt]A  MitwInlbBUiini^MtiSlr^adadj^bnse- 

Tm^iWUifWfwmik  (pur  tripVAtoliiiaiMl  fii^ftigflAi«TisalMatirt»dte«i 


M  t. 
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depositum  of  him  she  so  much  loved,  anxious  to  know  that  cruel   1827 

hands  had  not  borne  him  away ;   at  her  bidding,  the  grave  wm 

opened,  but  when  stie  saw  it  emptj,  what  pencil  can  pourtray  her 

looks-— 

Whilst  bunts  of  sorrow  gosh  from  either  eje, 
Fast  falling  down  her  now  untasted  cheek, 
Prone  on  ue  open  grave  of  the  dear  man, 
She  drops — 

and  would  have  fallen  into  it,  to  fill  the  vacant  ooflin  with  her 

body,  if  help  had  not  been  near.     She  was  borne  insensible  to  a 

house  in  Silverwood's-plaoe,  attended  by  her  four  weeping  children, 

and  it  was  some  time  before  she  was  so  much  recovered  as  to  be 

able  to  bear  conveying  home.     One  female  has  actually  lost  her 

reason  since  she  he^tl  of  the  removal  of  her  husband,  and  is  now 

in  a  truly  deplorable  and  wretched  stat^      Those  who  visited  the 

grounds  witnessed  many  grievous  sights,  many  bitter  tears,  and 

many  vengefid  imprecations  on  the  heads  of  those  who  for  lova 

of  money  had  caused  all  this  sorrow.     In  all  cases^  the  grave 

clothes  were  left ;  in  some  the  coffin  lid  was  torn  asunder,  and  the 

rosemary  and  sweet  herbs  were  mixed  with  the  earth.     Many  of 

the  coffins  that  had  been  found  empty  were  removed  from  the 

ground,  to  be  reserved  for  another  occasion.     In  one  of  the  graves 

a  large  tumscrew  of  a  particular  description  was  found,  in  this 

shape  X>  having  a  cross  piece  at  the  top,  which  could  be  laid  hold 

of  by  both  hands,  and  gave  great  additional  power ;  there  can  be 

no  doubt  this  tool  had  been  used  to  open  the  coffins,  but  had  beea 

lost  in  the  darkness  of  the  night.     The  oldest  date  yet  found  on 

the  coffins  that  have  been  plundered  is  the  3rd  of  November  last| 

and  it  is  believed  no  grave  has  been  despoiled  where  the  interment 

took  place  prior  to  that  data     It  is  supposed  that  the  corpses 

have  been  all  thrown  over  the  walls ;  the  people  who  live  near 

state  that  they  have  frequently  heard  things  thrown  over  in  the 

night" 

Smith  was  a  tall  man,  and  had  lived  in  the  town  about  two 
months.  He  had  taken  a  house  in  Maiden-lane,  which,  from  its 
proximity  to  the  two  burial  grounds,  was  doubtless  a  very  con- 
venient place.  He  had  two  assistants,  Giles  and  another,  who 
lived  at  various  public-houses,  and  took  a  stable  at  Mr.  Bullivant's, 
Leen-side.  Here  they  kept  their  horse  and  cart,  and  had  frs: 
quently  been  seen  to  convey  heavy  packages  to  Loughborough, 
Derby,  and  other  places,  to  be  forwarded  to  London. 

None  of  these  men  were  apprehended,  having  all  fled,  no  one 
knew  where.  Davis  was  thought  to  be  implicated,  but  there  was 
no  evidence  that  could  be  substantiated  against  him.  Popular 
vengeance,  however,  was  so  roused  against  him,  that  he  was 
mobbed  both  here  and  at  Arnold,  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his 
life. 

Jamtart/  21. — Death  of  John  Spray,  Doctor  of  Music,  who, 
for  a  period  of  30  years,  discharged  the  duties  of  vicar  choral  in 
both  the  cathedrals  of  the  Irish  metropolis.     A  handsome  monu- 

3d 


;  ^ii." 
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■    '-     4         J:l'U[J0i     Sdl     ,i:T.i  1  i-.i.       ,  ..J,,.r    f  .  JV.-^iJ    IjJ.Jlg  aiJ]    [>J„ 

1827   meBt,w,«M  oitb^,^ffK;tsdj,J^^^^Mg}l«^^ 


IMJI>teW»lfi*i'f^i«»  ■■*?«!  J^*  ^f^'W  s'9gftr  in  the  empif-?:"     Pr. 

fwiiily  of  the  Pearsons,  of  that  place.  His  age  Wns  59  jeif^.  ,." 
,■'.  /■i5tr«#r^/19rT-riT|)pi«piaifls:(rf.^La(3y.f;kriBgto(^,  vifepfllom 
Caringt<oi,.were-,d«p(»ited,in  n  Tftifltiof -,^1,,  !^<!^r'B  i^urpll.  .  L^T^ 
Caringtwic  Earl  Sf»Mihope,  ;I(Ord-Graiivi]]e  rSpniereet,  'the'  Hofu 
Hobert  Sniilh,  and  memoera  of  the  junior  'branrhes  of  the  fanuly, 
WJtejWWWltj.    ,..   ,-^,   --ij.^. /j-j.-vFuA    .7/-- 

the  iMt  in»l^ptor;bapiF^'<wi  Gilllp^nip,:;^^^ 

nw^ nmh  tMi  U»ck  Iw^j;  ijw-jf  .;^«i,  i«pd,|,,£_fj^  j^^, 

KTTUit  in  tW.  iieigbbcnitbqa» 

:.  .About  Bisi  veel^  b^ora  t})e  perpetration  of  the. crime  ibr 
Vhiioh  he  forfeited  Ma  life.  Wells,  set  out  from  home,  aiqug  w)t^ 
fail  aldast  wivtD  tEavel  £rota2*ir-to  fair,  with  horses,"  At  Jait- 
ni{}b&iB,  he  pftrted  vith  hissoa,  and  proo«eded  to  Leiceater,  VW'^ 
he  c&me  to  Nottingham,  on  Saturday,  the  'Srd  of  March,  leading 
a  mare  by  a  rope,  without  saddle  or  liridle,  and  put  up  at  fitrs. 
Ward's,  the  Bed  Lion,  Narrow-manh.  Here  he  remained  Berer^l 
days,  and  contracted  a  bill  of  about  20b.  On  the  first  day  of  the 
{air,  he  was  taking  his  horse  from  the  stable,  when  the  oeUer 
asked  him  where  he  was  goin^'not  having  paid  his  bill.  He 
replied,  he  was  going  to  sell  it  in  the  fair,  and  would  then  omne 
bM4t'  ^nd  ra^he  a  aattlameDt.  Instead,  liowcver,  oC  so  do^ig,  he 
look  the  animal 'to  the  Wheat  Sheaf,  and  pat  np.thei^.afireflhf 
mm!  in  h-  short  tiinq  afterwards  went  oat  and  optnmitte4  tie 
robbery.      ■  -  ,      .     . 

■  --  Proceeding  iJoag  ffaa  IdLansfield-rtad  and  into  the  &uferd- 
bne,  heowartBokau'aged'iDan,  nuued  Jasies  Oorden,  who  iwjw 
returning  to  BasFord  from  the  fair.  It  was  about  half-^Ast  six 
in  ihti  evening  ot  the  7tl>,  amd  f^ing  up  bo  his  Tiotiig,  he  atrack 
him  several  Udwb  en  the  hand  ::rith  a.  Etick,  and  then  knelt  ^poa 
him  on  the  ^MHHid,  and  took  fran  his  person  a  watchr  two 
Qovtarelfpuw  and  BMoe  silrer,  Mr.  Jolin  Gi-ocock  «nd  Mr.  Jamee 
^BifaiAlejr'hajqNCied  to««iie  up  jixt  in  time  to  witness  the  condu" 
Mon  at  the'  attnoki  and  iaoneiliatclr  tocJc  Wells  into  custody. 
ITpaii  .being  enrobetl,  with  Hut  exeeption  of  the  mouer  taken  from 
Cmvleii,  he  hud  only  t«a  or  tweh^  »ihiUii)gs  upon  bi'm,  and  jitiu 
being  ill su&'ient  to  (jimlile  Lini  U>  Irhvr the  town,  wwproba^  the 
in4iipeine]it  for  thr  etiiiiuittwion  of  the  deed.  He  wfts  tried 
before  Lwd  Chief  Justice  Best,  on  Friday,  the  16th  of  the.  tame 
month. 


,AprU  5.^U)  the  great  regi«t  (rf  luaiij  oliservfrs,  the  fouad&-  1827 
tioi^  of  t^'fli-^t  honse'm  tie  Pttl-kw'ere.l>e^li*  ti  bb'eioavftled,  "^^^I 
itoar  to-UiCfiivQiiritBpttibeiiade  feiioitil'ifatlie'BBcliefor'tt'walki  ■■ 

Mai/.—Tn  'coiisfeqtience'  bi  tTie'^^ribtiB'  losses  W  -whioh'the 
frpcexs  of  the  town 'Wl  Wen  flu^geptfeil  iif  coii+eywiee  ot  ^tAt 
com nioiJi ties  frbiii  TJiliiioil  'bj  'spg,'  tfti?  trA'deilmanliiving  Itoat  £fiO(i 
aii^  aiiothM  5300  witliiii' alwut  thrL^'iii6ii^hM,,(lie  priiioipal  boHsej 
formuj  IheiJjaelVea  Jiitb-a'i^LfituAl  insnj^flce  W)m]tahyi  rf  -whioh 
Messrs.  Barbfir/Oheeth^n.,'  Fox,  TLomiix,'  and  Tollinttm  -were  the 
to[u|ii|ttee.  '         ,    " '  '  "  ' 

Juybt  30. — A  criL'ket  maldrat  NrFttiiigham, 'between  eleven 
of  tl^is  town  and  etcrt-n  of  fthPffleld.  'J'hc  visit6rs  scored  89.  any 
83 ;  anci' t^o_ N'ottiiighiin  Bien, '  73  ((nd  9^  >itb' nine  wioketa  t<f  5^ 
dowii;'  ' ''    ■'■■'■■■■■■'■'  :■'.    ■■■:.'  r  >    I  1  ,    ■  .' 

^^eptember  29. — :Mi;,  Aldermim Soars  appoiiiied  Mayorf  Mft 
8amuerH<!itf^'^  Mr,'  Kirfcq  Sltdlin,  Slifriift;    ' 

■  'iV^MmV'T;,— Uif^  "ttt'liis.ltKit.  t'ti»'lv5ile,'Kfent,ag«<l  61 
yeaA^'Jiiliii  RArrip***-'!^'!-  '  ■^^^'s'"'*'*^'"  *«s'^<''  desetndant 
of  ii'-nif  'SaeietitilffaMSj^kris-  S:&nf:  ^ 'Itiii  fathfn-"rtppe6Piited 
thfi  town  in  :^arliament,  ia  tlie  tl'Tity'lfit'^hwt,  fnitb'  1702 'to 
Ip'f-'tilltllWvfrig  raanieiV  f6v  his  first' M-ife  !i  KMitiNh''feiresa 
fby'.yillijil'li^'had.iio  living  js-Jne),  ht  i>ei-rtnie  tlif  iicopl^tb*  ><rf 
FrMjrille,  wliiclv'l''acg  in  the'latter  paripf  iiia  life  he  mttdc  Mi 
K4cl6itoG,'i«M4|iiBliiiig  t'bc'htic'aii^lii^fjr'tiuqisioii  iA. '■fnnAnji 

^Rf  -'B  7rf  liiq  f'.i^  ,,]],:,'  ,,  Ahiiiiy.  }:if>dliy/ ,-¥ioi  a  yd  ■■>t,:m  s^ 
'  r.tvrts  biirrcoTj-t  id  ^W.l  .rf:-nBfn-wor(jBTT  ,«oiJ  [)?H  tii't  ,&'\;ti\ir 
Tb  !o  i(nii  JmtK  odl  nO  .liOg  JiioJa  io  Hid  s  b^tTjniJ/ioo  bun  ^/iifi 
iiliHt)  drfj  andw  ,o!.[jtts  orft  moil  .-Miod  aid  gniilal  a£w  ad  .lirf 
■>H  .Hid  aid  bijiq  ^^((ivcd  IQ^&O'^  hrw  oH  ■m-jHw  mid  f>^-J^j3 
O'nm  rtodJ  blirr-ff  hnj)  ,^if,}  jtB  ni  )i  [ba  ot  jjniog  ?,flw   od   .I^.i/qti 

;<  waM^^S'^^^^7fi6l>lkt«t^ft^dOM¥ti^eii4^  ifiofi 

MicJi>Vm')%^^a''Uik  i«^  glfGHiaqt^lfi  Hicfad^  all  t»rfloM 
(rem  hoi  liii,,  ulJ)i.<i  ut  tiu  t  li  uoiii  ui  mioluiu  zU  iivil  or 
mlHtai^  *hu  th6uM  ftot  fletkrc  thwi-  t-oWftwinit)  U>  the  CSmrch 
of  EilET4i)di  bttalriflgt!ie'fi*<*ameiit«f'llh«  Lord's  Supper,  accon* 
i;igio«irf'rftes6f't!ifeeTinWh  '    '      !'   'i     ' 

<Oi^th^^SiL  of*  bhexiM  fnohfh  iLdrd  Jolin  Ru»«l)  s  mMioa 
fcr  fh^lr  repeal  paS»*d  tiie  Il^tl^  bf^Goiliditftitt  by  a  larf,'e  mmrritjy, 
and  tfi*?  itaficiirr^nce  df  the  Lord*,  speedily  foJfswed 

Mar^  — y^  orkifleii  "were  engaged  ffi  low  enng  the  bill  le&diitg 
mto  the  Part:,  from  fhe  Oaatle  Iifidge  One  trf  theoo  struck  hS 
spade  mw  a  hole  aW 'thus  lid  W  the  disedvery  *(  an  ertensiTe 
Bubt<frrtfrte«ta  passage  btit  out  of  tlW  rOOk  owe  eitftffiiity  of  it 
■was  found  bn  comnivmicatfJ  with  ah  aneiBnt  bat  finply  foroied 
doorwAy,  irched  ovpr  wrth  solid  maeobi"^,  and  the  cAher  l»l  to  % 
spiral  Btaircase,  and  passed  under  th^  'trail  entonipaBung  the 
Castle  yard. 


i{M^WUl4«0J  8B  uilH  I>o:>ibihb  ilui/ni  (w  giiiifion  hna  j*«>o  Bid  lo 

^lUi^iaiifili^iiltnhfltj^  tiuldbobclbi^feAuittfidifto 

9iprmBi!^lSAi}'^0fi  4iMfgjmiif  dnnc}  i}<mo:AMi  How  ^o  iUilifijloLd  m 
aid  iii  -^l^  ili8iT-;«y)0Mt  .ffl»t.  fa»( (the » l^ftemortiy  b-qycrftf  A—yiMdas 

aOi^taf^myim^^  TmJ^IW^0j««iT«lMMit  Min9>.a^k[to,^daii7jAmay 

I  )i|«eiw^|wn[r^d€(i^»^  adid^ad 

•i(>!l^tlM^4Jkei#()iMiM;Ek]u3e  $vf  A/la«)ge  ,MA-^idiai1reiviiniiiidatiaf»IlB!i!!it8 
\o  cDiiiffekjUiQiip^wr  ^4iai1tiQeo)bip€itbeii(^jAV^tffaMdi^^-tt^  fititaRM^Ks- 
iii^iriHMr^ 4ese^l^f»llf^(vl  jiOSwiifi^ldif.^jplik^'itheH^arhoii^ii^ 
'(oMit  th^.  Af^Ilpx^y  Me^»liaKUU9ir^  y§M  mmeit  ififinitei^t^/nidiipoldrdibiise 

ojiicf^^utf^  W9f(.n^|pitotolj»  tbrovla  domrn  ;^toil/«¥ei^)nvlim^jiiore 
or  less,  the  efTects  of  the  storm  were  severely  felt.       ^y.r,wi  ^iii\^ 
J'tdy^^'U-Shtb  Bemtev  GatMiv  ciio^ni  ^^Mi^ge-street  first 

ei,i!^7rt,^^lijrsiry^^  Otarti^'freiiAed 

ff^v^hfl  €)gnMii9Qii.i)r>(iun>ilMi  k-  :Jojj)rr.  Ijjja't  i'.  no  Jilyjoid'  ,n)r.'>i) 
jnuil^^n  f^f^^ji  ?iriH^«»*fc  <rf»j5{^JaQk0yi«eefc,"  iv|ed  4CK}M(iUb.     Few 

was  of   low  stf^rf>()W44l|l4M/?owtwflli4^  tek^        ^/dtfier 

ixjB  Jw^Mw4^*w«ttr,e)mftnte48l^,Jfl^^  ^iteq&^i 


:» 


J. 


,^^a4aBdf|T£a^pnM  4MMrikilti«i«aiiitxl0ofii4i^  ftii*0j|fWily«^«bM4t 
biib3taa^vnMI>kt«Cd>i&4^Sfth(dmt3A^«0^  ^foMdatkwi^  irib 

would  clean  knives  Af^^t^cA^igtmfwify^^ 

HQrtiifiIfelM0^tlwk  Ao^^nt^^^bteaJllMiimvfeiO^ 

a  bucketfuU  of  well  thickened  broth  yktkVgjMi  W^hHtfiMTl^ 
K'iiUi8im^l;tofrdi|dMo%^Vlmi{d|)«l(tti^^  iiOiU^-ttfili  iiM^  in  his 

'*tei]regid«9datn^lfii<^pMVi'4df«ig4oddthlta^^^  fsrvdtoid^ 

ry;iyiwMniiA8  dilimter^btiUti  c4f<4rt{>o^i^  id<biil^f48fi4l^'Mt.a 

idibt>laaUime7?*imil  JiWlM^lir  ywft'^cteoMv/itf^^BA..^;t  jMkey 
faadift  9rdKftBop|Bi»^«<r4iH(>r<$l^  aipft|raidb8$'4Aift<fNlw4  dJIeMve 

ditty  was,       .Ib^  ^Ifnsvoa  ai^w  mioia  sdi  \o  aioafta  adi  ^sl  lo 
^.^kMxhfrfiiMtfitft%MJlfe4dsi8e%IKion(^^  to 

death,  brought  on  a  fatal  attack  of  inflammatioiff^iJNM  B^At 
w^^     4dl9Ml^9M^^|j^A^^9Sh  4te»^^a»l»lM)kingham, 

;4fib^b^iueInwjefitMii8Ati4^ 

T>ateaip«^s  iM«U0Aek>fnimi«4ffl^el#<bM<O(^^^     "^^^^   ^o  ^^ 


'»< 


*•''■ 


3W  vfM^^fnirQ^^.Mvit-^ofi/h 

1828  the  death  of  Edwud  Dawaon,  Aged  78  yaus,  whose  bod;  had 
beoa  found  in  the  canal,  agmioat  the  top  lock.  The  jury  brought 
in  a  verd  ct  of      Fouud  dixiwnyi    ,  r 

Ke<]  Danson     aa  he  wdcii&uiarly  called  was  aneccentnc, 

^ufil^  6Ui>p  Ut  uf  tl  t  T  rv  paft^,  flie  LQ|lenor  dC  Oie  comu  waa 
l!jyn^>.3(  tni  lu  O  ordyiSiy  p<:<»aYioaaMrrpo(kk  6»,^ 
-TUplXKUrd)  ^M^  I  g  In        Ubud  bv  h  m  as  Buch^ur  Deartv  tmnw 

vean  W 1  1  hi  tl  b.  \h^v  v-ell  sei^oDM,  0nlus  MraUtof  111 
wa«  n  1  r  a1  t  f  trj  go  Im.  last  ^lUU- a^  ■'94'9  P^?f'>4 
ly       it         It       1       o  f    t  sfli  fii&Jr-^^'4c«^"y 

CSfTc^I   n  Stat*    on  tLe    1    u1  lars  of  savei^at'cl'lus^saBOciftt^  ^dl 
Iwed  trifh  sut>|<fanti«l     i^is,  lied  tuDs^''foliowu  „  tu,     t  et 
I^Ofiq^r.  and  carrju^  au  onprmoua  piicner  at  ol'- 
Tha  blufl-luud  coffio  hold*  hit  dnrt,  now  dnul 
Ip  which  theiiTiD^  Dairion  kept  hu  bioail 

StjBttmier  ?2r-Th»  returji  otcJ^  roa^t^^tt^  ^ffiefiwa* 
pU^ed  9t  Darnell  whep  KottiqgWn  BQpr^  99  ajqd  BS^^lfegkeld 
96  and  88  with  se\pn  wiclce^  to  fall 

AepienififiK  3  UeatU  lof  ilr  K  hard  pArLes  3o  uimgton 
■on  of  ouf  fo^ipo  tuwusui  u,  Atr  KuJuirJ  Bo  imn^ton.  He  '4fi» 
bwR  at  Aivc^  Oct  i«r  l'>01  w  I  at  tlte  Arly  age  of  three  joar* 
diacovend  »  TCtj  txtraofdmarj  nttatli  m  t.  to  tlie  £(;f  arts  »  hicl) 
WM  imntilW^X  ^^inM  Vy  1  ■<  akeulung  aim  »t  err  ulje^t  that 
presented  ttaelf  to  liis  il  servat  i>  A.t  I  ai^  t  1  ^  ^ears,  ho 
«»■  Uflfia  hy  bu  pairnta  l^  J^t^Of,  find  obtained  perpua^on  to 
ftu4y  dr^wiof  fii  theLou^jre,  wlieraHe<Sapl^ed  a«ta^dung  fk^ 
l^^nce.  1)4  becMU  a  student  at  tli*  Jjwtiiii^te,  wiA  alw  drew  at 
tfw  calebnted  »t«lisE  of  SL  Le  ^srou  Groa.  Etu^qfiqueAU;  h^ 
^rent  to  Italy,  but  having  lieen  aeued  with  oonaiQipbiotii,.'^Wnie>^ 
and  died  m  London. 

Aa  an  artut,  Mi  Boniuiigtoii s  «orlu  sbmdAt  thehi^eet 
finaadfl  of  local  hma  Hv  study  from  the  Bgiue  "as  exceedingly 
||ood  but  aHiid(Bt  tho  diversity  of  his  unbonuded  talents,  QianM 
ptona  wcr^  his  bvourittt  and  ch^  cTijevere.  'EUs  qode  of .  pr» 
paring  for  a  picture  waA,  af  tvr  making  an  elaborate  aketcli  jEor  (bo 
ontline  and  detail,  to  study  the  foeai  colour  most  accumta^  j  an4 
he  never  forgQt  to  catch  the  peculiarities  «f  t^  varinus  groups  of 
figiirtv  tliat  freijuanted  the  sjiot  selected  for  his  pencil.  .It  if.i^ 
wtcessaiy  to  particularise  his  pruduutioni:  t^eir  reput&ticpi  U 
European.  He  woa  indeed,  a  child  of  nature ;  and  his  aout«  vai 
sensitire  tciuperamcnt  loo  soon  wgn;  out  tM  uiortol  maoupn  in 
which  itfi  exbaustiiiK  operaiittu^  were  performed — as  in  the  alqmbic 
of  the  chcmis^  wliitiU  throws  o^"  the  inestiuialde  product,  but 
periaboB  itaoU  in  the  dcvtHiring  fliuue. 

Seiiteutber  i^X — Mr.  Aldurman  C.  L.  ^lorley  appomted 
Maror ;  Mr.  Nathaniel  ltanii>dall,  Juni-.,  and  ilr.  Henry  Homer, 
Shmff>L 


'  V<i)m«rir'*^3.— iSnaUi  ot''thVftev.'iaiiiQs''jB.11i!^;iigea'^l^  _, 
pastor  of  tin-  Tiiiir|>piiiJpiit  bliUrcli,  iTioii'  chnpel,  'FleflUfer-toW'tft 
which  officH  ho'  was  or<lft:nfi.J  fii  l?2-i.'  IJjb  (Iecea;Be''BHw  Jemiil^ 
ubly  Buiiden.  '  Tlieilay  hvfdvp  he  was  an  well  as  'u!iu'al,''jrti''i"in 'tfi^ 
e\'p(iihff  walked  over  to  Leiif-ori,  where  he  jircjifhei.t  iji  hih  oh^ 
fervent  and  iiiiiiHH.siDaetI  .niaiiiicr,  Afterwanly,  he' went  k)  StfC 
Haslarn'R,  of  fhat  place,  whE're  he  ate  a  heartj  supjuT,  was  f^- 
tionlarly"  "clieertiil  niiil  livutv,  wnd  ami  exiir-undeil  a  chapter  tat 
more  'thafi''Rn '(loiTr,  and  then  retired  to  re^t.  Ife  waB.TiowfeV^ 
taken  unwell,  and  died  early  the  next  niorniny,  leaving'  a  '^^6* 
and  six  childrpn, 

Mc.  Jack's  remains  were  deiKAiWd,  on  the  29th,  in  a  vault 
.  ln'Z{CTi"cii&^  kttOiaed'Vb^re  B&'iii^KfeV^  R.  AUiott  {who  co^- 
(lUcted'tlieBei^te)',  tJieHfeVj'^'^'^^WiiAlj.'tfie'Tlev.  J.  Gilbert,  ana 
theBev.  H,  AlHotJ,  junr,  ■.i"''\''/  '■'  '"■"''  ','       ''  '  '■    ^ 

'■  "-JiuiiMrv  27.-^beath  8rqfetr^'P4'iltiihtion,  W.P;;'  of  pasUe- 
jAte,  Bged  "1  yeata.  'An''e*t'^nBlTO  piiifcitce  iii,  Nrf^iighatfi'  afafl 
SS'jiioiglthoilrhood  for  riiowf''  thfliii'  '¥6  ^Ar^,  'diiryig'lt  of  'wMiin 
P'yaa  Sole  phjsician  tj)  th^  Eyih&tiC  Asyltltn',  siifficiently  IriaiMittiB 
tiii  estiitiaiion  in  which  he  waa  held.      HIh  retntlirLS  ttffr^  ititeWfiS 

iFAWrfl.         ■  ■     '       -"^ 

Jawuirif. — The  diKclfinure  M  the  atrocities  eolnitiitted t^ 
S«?ke  and  Aire,  at  Ediiiturgh,  Who,  it  frill  be  rpbftmliored,  #feife 
connected  vith  the  miirflet-  by  mlffiKatiin"  of  thlvty  or'  forty  plfe^- 
sons,  for  tli^  sjke  of  the  money' ariaing  from  the  siilo  of  theif 
bodif'8  for  the  piirpo'Seit  of  dissection,'  so  hoiritled  the  pihUc  ifitrii, 
that  in  I^ottiugham  and  elsewhere,  timid  pi'Ople  dared  not'to 
ventJore  ()iit'(t'fter'<tarjt,"ajid  ftU'soi-tS  of  aiarniiTig  reports  Vere  in 
cJreulation.  "Nothing  Scarcely  "was  talked  of,  bat  ni'moililB' '-W 
(iicdli.-flasterg'beli)g  placed  on  f)eoplE'.=i  moutlis,  and  of  others  beJhg 
missitig  and  bvrki-il.  The  magistrates  laiiied  i  notice,  declairftS 
that  there  was  no  foundation  foT  the  ahlrtii,  and  in  a  few  d|m 
public  confidence  was  restored, 

MaiHih  \?., — Mr.  TJuiin  hr-ld  an  inqiifst  upon  tlie  bodvltf 
Charles  Gear,  aged  23  years,'  who  hafl  destroyed  hiiriselt  liy  bfett'- 
ing  his  brains  out  with  a  pistjil.'itt  the  hoilse  of  hla  muster,  M^, 
Richard  Watts,  butcher,  Warser-gate.  '  Th(?  act  was  a  mbSt 
deliberate  one,  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  oi'feln  df  s*:  Thts 
was  t'he  first  ritich  ferdfct  m  Nottingham  Binoe  the  repeal  of  tKe 
Act  eiijoniing-  bYirfal  'at  "four  lane  endK*  The  funeral  to6fe 
place  at  half-past  eleven  the  same  night,  in  St.  Peter's  chiiniK- 
yard.  There  were  no  religiotis  rifes,  and  but  few  persons  wffl^ 
present  ' 

April  13. — An  extensive  c&lamity  occurred  this  evet&^^'^f 
tiie  Buddm  descent  ef  »&  immenw  mass  of  rock  into  KurowmudL 
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1829  For  the  information  of  those  unacquainted  with  the  locality, 

some  description  may  be  necessary,  llie  bases  of  the  houses  on 
the  south  side  of  the  High-pavement  are  from  ten  to  twenty  yards 
above  the  level  of  the  Marsh,  the  houses  on  the  north  side  of 
which  are  immediately  under  a  precipitous  cliff.  That  part  of  the 
High-pavement  opposite  St.  Mary's  church,  and  immediately  east 
of  the  County  Gaol,  is  the  highest  part  of  this  perpendicular  range 
of  sandstone.  Next  to  the  prison  was  the  warehouse  of  Mr.  Cox, 
built  to  tlie  extremity  of  the  cliff;  the  houses  then  occupied  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Pearson  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Smith  stood  some  yanis  from 
the  edge,  but  with  land  between  occupied  as  gardens,  and  beyond 
them  were  premises  belonging  to  Mr.  Barrows,  which  aliio  pro- 
jected to  the  edge  of  the  cliff.  The  gardens  of  Mr.  Pearson  and 
of  Mr.  Smith  extended  to  the  very  edge ;  and  an  immensely  high 
rock  and  wall  on  brick  piers  might  be  seen  from  Narrow-marsh, 
towering  several  yards  above  the  tops  of  the  houses ;  and  a  small 
summer-house  hanging  over,  indicated  that  the  level  of  the  gardens 
was  at  least  fifty  feet  above  that  of  the  street,  realizing  the  fear- 
ful, without  any  of  the  pleasing,  ideas  which  might  be  connected 
with  the  hanging  gardens  of  Babylon. 

For  some  days  apprehensions  had  been  entertained  as  to  the 
security  of  this  rock  and  wall,  large  and  frightful  cracks  having 
been  observed.  No  serious  alarm,  however,  was  entertained  until 
Sunday,  the  12th,  when  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Marsh 
began  to  move  their  furniture,  and  at  the  time  of  the  avalanche^ 
twenty  minutes  to  eight  in  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  nearly 
everything  had  been  removed  from  the  tenements  underneath, 
excepting  from  that  of  a  man  named  Wright,  who  persisted  that 
there  was  no  danger.  When  the  rock  gave  way,  that  paH  in  front 
of  Mr.  Pearson's  house  descended  first,  and  was  followed  in  a  few- 
seconds  by  many  hundred  tons  of  soil,  rock,  brick,  and  stone, 
crushing  the  five  houses  beneath  to  the  ground,  and  precipitating 
into  the  street  a  considerable  part  of  the  ruins. 

The  report  of  the  fall,  and  the  supposition  that  in  so  very 
populous  a  neighbourhood  lives  must  inevitably  have  been  lost, 
caused  immense  excitement.  Several  of  the  magistrates,  with  a 
strong  body  of  constables,  were  quickly  on  the  spot,  and  exertions 
were  at  once  put  forth  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  calamity. 
Persons  with  lights  were  first  employed  in  extricating  a  youth, 
whose  cries  for  assistance  were  heard  from  amongst  the  ruins. 
He  proved  to  be  an  apprentice  of  Mr.  Ward,  shoemaker,  Bridle- 
smith-gate,  who  happened  to  be  passing,  and  was  covered  by  the 
ruins  of  the  house  adjoining  the  Loggerheads.  After  nearly  an 
hour's  exertion,  he  was  found  to  be  but  slightly  injured,  a  large 
beam  having  so  fallen  as  to  shield  him.  Men  were  employed  all 
night  in  clearing  away  the  debris  which  choked  up  the  street,  and 
by  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  no  persons  were  misnng^  and 
that  the  injury  was  entirely  confined  to  property.  T^***  were^ 
however,  several  narrow  escapes.     A  boy  near  the  ^]  ipte 
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lost  his  cap  and  shoe  in  the  descending  mass,  but  sustained  no  1829' 
hurt.  Five  or  ten  minutes  previously,  a  person  named  Slack 
went  into  Wright's  house,  where  he  worked,  to  fetch  away  his 
materials.  Mrs.  Wright,  who  was  within,  treated  his  apprehen- 
sions slightingly,  ridiculing  the  idea  of  the  house  falling.  He^ 
however,  proceeded  up  two  pair  of  stairs,  accompanied  by  hia 
wife  (leaving  Mrs.  Wright  in  the  houseplace),  into  the  workshop, 
and  about  the  same  time  a  young  woman  with  a  child  left  the 
hotise,  Mr.  Wright  having  gone  out  a  few  minutes  before.  Slack 
was  fully  aware  of  the  danger,  and  hastily  put  his  silk  into  his 
wife's  apron,  the  gloves  he  had*  made  and  some  sioall  tools  into  his 
hat,  and  had  just  taken  his  fingering-machine  off  the  frame,  and 
laid  it  on  the  seat-board,  when  ^e  fint  roll  of  the  falling  mass  was 
heard.  The  first  impulse  was  to  fly  to  the  window,  and  to  exclaim^ 
"  Oh,  Sarah,  we're  lost  1"  What  succeeded  was  the  work  of  much 
less  time  than  is  occupied  in  the  recital  Mrs.  Slack  hurried 
down  stairs,  but  the  falling  earth  and  dust  so  completely  darkened 
the  staircase,  that  she  had  to  feel  her  way.  Hopeless  almost  of 
escape,  she  called  on  her  husband  to  follow,  bmt  the  shop-door  had 
closed  after  her,  and  on  his  trying  to  open  it,  it  was  inunovabla. 
The  pressure  on  the  house  had  caused  the  door-head  to  sink.  He 
seized  a  towel-roller  fixed  behind  it,  and,  by  a  desperate  effort, 
tore  it  open.  Being  better  acquainted  with  the  premises  than  his 
wife,  two  jumps  brought  him  down  the  flights  A  stairs  into  the 
houseplace.  Here  he  found  that  the  same  was  the  position  of 
the  street-door,  it  being  also  fiist.  Mrs.  Wright,  on  the  first 
alarm,  had  tried  it,  and  found  it  immovabla  With  presence 
of  mind,  she  threw  open  the  window  and  jumped  ont,  MrsL 
Slack,  holding  her  apron  full  of  silk  with  her  teeth,  jumped  after, 
and  carried  the  casement  with  her.  Sarah  Baynor,*  neighbour, 
who  had  entered  the  house  while  they  were  upstairs,  succeeded 
her,  and  Slack  also  leapt  through  the  same  apertura  When  in 
the  street,  the  bricks  fell  at  his  heels,  and  he  had  scarcely  time  to 
make  his  escape  ere  the  whole  premises  came  down.  Seven 
frames  and  the  whole  of  the  furniture  were  broken  to  bits.  The 
five  houses  thus  destroyed  were  contiguous  to  the  Loggerheads 
public-house. 

The  principal  mass  that  fell  was  estimated  by  a  careful 
admeasurement  to  consist  of  from  a  thousand  to  fourteen  hundred 
cubic  yards  of  material,  and  to  weigh  about  fourteen  hundred 
tons.  The  main  crack  or  fissure  was  very  nearly  perpendicular, 
and  the  mass  of  nearly  a  uniform  thickness,  being  seven  or  eight 
feet  from  back  to  front. 

Fears  were  entertained  that  other  parts  of  the  cliff  would 
give  way  in  like  manner,  especially  as  the  rock  immediately 
behind  the  Loggerheads  had  sunk  very  perceptibly.  Adequate 
precautions  were  however  taken;  the  Msu*sh  was  stopped  by 
barriers  being  placed  across  it ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  dangerous 
MTts  were   obliged  to    abandon    their    dwellings;    and  many 

3i 
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1829^  labourers  were  employed  in  removing  the  rock  wherever  it  pre- 
sented an  appearance  of  insecurity. 

ApriL — ^The  Leen  in  Canal-street,  hitherto  an  open  stream, 
was  arched  over.     This  was  a  great  sanitary  improvement. 

M(K/  10. — About  half-past  two,  this  (Sunday)  moming,  Mr. 
Samuel  Eyre,  of  the  White  Swan  public-hous^  Sneinton  Hermi- 
tage, was  alarmed  by  the  fall  of  about  half  a  ton  of  earth  throudi 
tiie  roof  of  the  back  part  of  his  house,  into  a  room  adjoining  the 
one  in  which  he  slept.  On  entering  the  apartment  he  immediately 
ascertained  the  cause,  but  did  not  then  anticipate  anything  farther. 
He,  however,  proceeded  to  the  next  house,  occupied  by  Mr. 
Flinders,  whom  he  found  already  up,  searching  every  room,  under 
iSie  impression  that  burglars  were  on  the  premises,  having  been 
awakened  by  the  noise,  and  by  the  barking  of  their  dog. 

The  rock  under  which  these  houses  were  situated  may  be 
regarded  as  a  continuation  of  the  cliffy  range  on  which  the  Castle 
and  what  a  tourist  has  designated  '<  the  upper  town''  is  built. 
Behind  them  was  the  greatest  elevation  of  the  part  known  as 
'^the  Hermitage,"  it  being  about  forty  feet  above  tne  level  of  the 
Meadows.  Though  the  cliff  hung  over  the  houses  in  some 
measure,  no  danger  had  ever  been  apprehended,  as  there  was  no 
weight  of  soil  to  render  it  unstable. 

A  short  time  previous  to  Mr.  Eyre's  going  to  Mr.  Flinders'^ 
the  latter  had  been  awakened  by  the  loud  barking  of  a  little  dog 
in  the  house  belonging  to  him,  and  had  got  up  under  the  impres- 
sion that  thieves  were  attempting  to  break  into  his  premises.  He 
heard  a  fall  of  soil,  and  fancied  Uiey  were  forcing  their  way  at  the 
back  part  of  the  house ;  upon  which  he  went  down  stairs,  and 
taking  up  the  tongs  proceeded  out  of  the  house  towards  the  place 
where  the  ettfih.  had  fallen.  Here  he  found  a  large  quantity  of 
loose  soil,  which  tended  to  confirm  him  in  his  conjecture,  that 
some  depredators  were  treading  upon  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  and 
tftying  to  effect  a  descent.  Under  this  impression,  he  immediately 
returned  into  the  house,  and  alarmed  his  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  three  sons,  grown-up  young  men.  The  whole  five  were 
waiting  the  issue,  the  dog  running  up  and  down  stairs,  howling  in 
a  most  piteous  manner,  when  Mr.  Eyre  came  and  warned  them  of 
their  danger.  One  of  the  sons  ran  into  a  room,  and  seised  as 
many  clothes  as  he  could,  and  they  immediately  ran  out  of  the 
house.  They  had  scarcely  got  out  of  reach,  when  turning  to  look 
at  the  house,  they  saw  the  whole  overwhelmed  by  several  hundred 
tons  of  rock  falling  upon  it  The  brewhouse  and  small  outhouses, 
and  the  back  part  of  the  Whit©  Swan,  as  well  as  Mr.  Flinders's 
house,  were  comi)letely  destroyed.  The  noise  of  the  rock  giving 
way  was  like  the  approach  of  thunder,  and  the  distance  of  time 
from  the  first  warning  to  the  fall  was  about  one  hour.  A  mark, 
recording  the  date,  may  still  be  seen  on  the  rock  at  the  back  of  the 
White  Swan. 

An  extended  examination  of  the  cliff  was  subsequently  made, 
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and  all  the  projecting  parts  carefully  cut  off.  In  the  course  of  1829 
this  undertaking,  another  descent  was  very  near  inflicting  irre- 
parable injury.  As  the  labourers  were  at  work,  on  the  8th  of 
July,  a  large  piece  of  rock,  two  or  three  tons  weight,  upon  which 
one  of  them  was  standing,  suddenly  gave  way,  the  man  having 
barely  sufficient  time  to  spring  off.  The  mass  fell  upon  the  roof 
of  the  back  part  of  the  Manvers'  Arms,  and  broke  through  the 
upper  story  completely  down  to  the  ground-floor,  where  the  land- 
lady then  was.  Though  covered  with  the  rubbish  and  excessively 
alarmed,  she  was  extricated  without  sustaining  any  aeiious 
iiyury. 

jiine, — Milton-street  and  North-street  were  loweriBd  and 
levelled.  Human  remains  in  quantities  were  found  at  the  depth 
of  two  or  three  feet  beneath  the  sur&use.  Concurrently  with  thi% 
the  whole  of  the  buildings  on  the  westrside  of  Miitpnnstreet  were 
removed^  and  the  entrance  to  the  town  from  the  north  materially 
improvecL 

Jime  5. — ^Public  dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  commemorate 
the  achievement  of  Roman  Catholic  emancipation.  Lord  Bancliffe 
presided^  and  the  principal  speakers  were  W.  3.  Marion,  Esq., 
Captain  Qeorge  Martin,  RN.,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Tver,  J)r.  Pigot,  Mr. 
Hitchins,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Taylor. 

Jtdi/  27. — Cricket  match  at  Nottingham,  between  eleven  of 
this  town  and  eleven  of  Leicester.  The  home  team  scored  101 
and  146,  and  the  Leicester  team  108  and  66,  Nottingham  thus 
thus  winning  by  73  runs. 

Augtut  10. — ^Edwd.  Bevill,  aged  60  years,  and  Peter  Greaaleyy 
aged  21  yean,  were  charged  at  the  Town  Hall,  before  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Tenterden,  with  having  shot  at  William  Middap,  with  in- 
tent to  murder  him ;  and  Sarah  Revill,  aged  57  yeaijpi  wife  of  the 
above,  and  Ann  Sporton,  cUiaa  Grea^ey,  aged  4l  yearsi  wi^ 
aiding  and  abetting,  &c 

This  unfortunate  affair  arose  from  a  disputed  right  of  pro- 
perty. Thos.  Hawksley,  Esq.,  the  Jacobite  Mayor  of  Nottingham 
in  1715,  was  possessed  of  considerable  wealtL  His  daughter 
married  a  Mr.  John  Greasley,  who  inherited  his  estates,  part  c^ 
which  consisted  of  certain  houses  on  the  west  side  of  Park-row^ 
and  an  extensive  pro})erty  at  New  Bedford,  not  then  built  upon, 
but  partly  occupied  as  an  asparagus  garden,  by  Mr.  David  Drake^ 
near  to  where  now  stands  the  Pelican  tavern. 

Mrs.  Greasley,  some  time  before  her  death,  took  her  own 
niece,  a  Sarah  Hawksley,  into  her  domestic  service.  This  Sarah 
HawkBley,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Greasley's  brother,  con- 
tinued to  reside  with  her  uncle  after  her  aunt's  decease,  and 
became  pregnant  by  him,  though  he  was  about  eighty  years  ox 
age  and  she  but  eighteen.  On  the  16th  of  August,  1769,  Mr, 
Keyworth,  surgeon,  was  called  in,  and  found  Miss  Hawksley  in 
labour.  An  attempt  was  made  to  marry  them,  but  Dr.  Berdsmore, 
vicar  of  St  Mary's,  refused,  because  of  the  affinity  of  the  p^urties. 
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1839   Her  delivery  of  a^  girl  took  place  the  same  eyening.     A  few  days 


mibmquently,  the  ill  assorted  couple  were  manied  at  Oretna 
Green,  but  the  journey  had  such  an  ill  effect  on  the  iM  man,  that 
it  brought  on  inflammation  and  death,  not  however  before  he  had 
made  a  will,  leaving  his  wife  and  daughter  the  bulk  of  hia 
property. 

Mrs.  Greasley  entered  into  posseisiiMi  of  the  estates,  and  in 
April,  1770,  married  Mr.  George  Nelson,  of  Great  limber, 
Lincolnshire^  in  the  name  of  Sarah  Hawksley,  otherwise  Greasley. 
Of  this  marriage  there  were  several  children. 

Elizabeth  Greasley,  or  Hawksley,  the  illegitimate  issue  of  the 
former  connection,  came  of  age  in  1790,  and  in  Easter  term,  1791, 
two  ''  recoveries"  were  suffered,  which  barred  the  claim  of  Peter, 
William,  and  John  Greasley,  the  "  remainder  men"  under  the 
old  gentleman's  wilL  In  1792,  she  entered  into  the  nuptial  state 
with  the  Bev.  Thomas  Evans,  of  Chipping  Norton,  but  had  no 
surviving  issue.  Her  mother  died  in  1802,  and  Mr.  Nelson  four 
years  subsequently,  leaving  children  who  succeeded  to  their 
property. 

J<mn  and  William  Greasley,  two  of  the  devisees  in  remainder, 
having  died  without  children,  Peter,  the  other  remainder  man, 
seeing  that  Mrs.  Nelson  and  her  daughter  were  dead,  began  to 
inquire  after  the  property,  but  being  poor,  was  unable  to  bring 
his  claim  to  an  issue  for  some  years.  His  pretensions,  however, 
appearing  plausible  to  those  uninitiated  in  the  mysteries  of  law, 
various  parties  were  induced  to  advance  sums  of  money,  under  an 
engagement  on  his  part  to  repay  them  with  great  additions.  The 
matter  came  into  Court  at  our  Lent  Assizes,  1809,  when  Greasley, 
the  plaintiff,  was  non-suited,  but  with  liber^  to  move  in  the  next 
term  that  the  verdict  be  set  aside.  Accordingly,  a  rule  ntti  waa 
obtained,  but  the  defendant  showing  cause  against  it,  it  was  after- 
wards discharged. 

The  plaintiff  died  soon  after  this  decision,  leaving  an  only 
son,  also  named  Peter.  In  his  will,  he  left  his  supposed  estate  to 
his  wife,  until  his  son  was  of  age.  The  widow  marrying  Edward 
Revill,  he  considered  himself  entitled  to  the  disputed  estates,  and 
on  several  occasions  took  possession  of  the  tenements  in  Park-row, 
pulling  down  the  pales  and  cutting  up  the  floors,  and  conducting 
himself  very  strangely.  In  each  case  an  action  of  ejectment  was 
brought  against  him,  and  he  was  ousted  and  put  in  prison  for  the 
costs.  Once  he  lay  in  gaol  a  long  time,  and  was  released  at  last 
by  the  benevolent  Mrs.  Fry,  who,  while  on  a  visit  in  Nottingham, 
went  over  the  prison,  and  hearing  the  captive's  tale,  paid  his  fine 
and  set  him  at  liberty. 

Undaunted  by  his  ill  success,  and  still  considering  that  the 
property  was  his  wife's^  Revill  not  only  again  took  possession  of 
one  of  the  houses,  demolishing  the  windows  and  floors  and  every- 
thing he  could,  but  he  also  found  parties  simple  enough  to  fumiu 
him  with  means  to  defend  another  action-(   '  The  hearing 
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came  on  before  Mr.  Baron  Hullock,  at  the  Lent  Adsices  in*lB!!4.    1829 
Mr.  Nelson,  the  plaintifT,  having  proved  possession  for  more  tlttii 
twenty  years,  the  jury,  at  the  instance  of  the  judge,  rertume^'k 
verdict  in  his  favour.     Eevill,  then,  to  avoid,  another  linplrisoh- 
ment,  gave  up  possession  of  the  house.  '    "'"'-' 

In  June,  1829,  when  Peter  Greasley,  the  son,  attilified"  Ub 
majority,  the  parties  resolved  to  make  a  renewed 'effort  fpr  the 
recovery  of  their  imagined  rights.  They  employed  a  lawyeif,'^'jmd 
sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Nelson,  offering  to  submit  the  imatrt^;  to 
arbitration;  but  not  teceiving  an  answer,  they  too^  the  ]i>piJ{>i'- 
tunity  of  one  of  the  three  houses  in  Park-row  being  untenants* 
to  again  recover  i)»  possession.  Mr.  Nelson's  attorney  immediate] 
entered  an  action  of  ejectment,  in  the  Mayor  and  Sheriff^i  VoU)^ 
and  a  writ  was  issued  on  the  2nd  of  July.  WilKam  (Hb^bn, 
sergeant-at-mace,  Thomas  Harrison,  George  Billings,  and  -t>thi^ 
constables,  went  to  execute  it,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Skidm6re,'tte 
attorney ;  but  being  resisted  and  violently  threatened,  they  liaS  io 
withdraw.  Returning  with  an  increased  force,  of  which  Middi^ 
formed  part,  the  writ  Vas  read,  and  entrance  unsuocQSsfuIIy 
demanded  Force  was  immediately  applied  to  break  open  the 
door.  They  were  assailed,  however,  by  a  shower  of  brickVms 
and  tiles  from  an  upper  window,  and  as  soon  as  the  leverag^if 
the  crowbar  had  partiflJly  opened  the  door,  ReviU  discharged)  Ae 
contents  of  a  pistol  at  Middap,  who  was  using  the  ''crow,''  and 
wounded  him  in  the  neck.  It  is  surprising  that  he  wasnot  killl^ 
for  when  the  surgeon  a  few  days  after  succeeded  in  extraetih^'the 
bullet,  it  was  found  that  it  had  traversed  from  one  side'  or  the 
neck  to  the  other.  A  large  mob  of  people  collected,  and  after  Ae 
lapse  of  several  hours,  a  number  of  armed  constables  succeedeid-tn 
arresting  the  whole  four.  Middap  slowly  recovered.  Thesei'ib^ 
being  brought  in  evidence  against  them,  they  were  all  lour  fctrdid 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  executed;  but  publlcl  toamQ(iiiii!rtKtI6n 
was  very  powerfully  aroused,  and  Mr.  Ndscm  and  his  attorney 
immediately  waited  upon  Lord  Tenterden  at  IA9  lodgitij^^iiftd 
implored  hun  to  save  the  lives  of  the  oflfbnders.  Their  int^roeamn 
so  far  prevailed,  that  his  lordship  consented  to  reprieve  the  i^oitt^ 
but  left  the  men  for  execution.  This,  however,  was  not  suffidentiy 
satisfactory,  and  a  memorial,  very  numerously  and  respectaBly 
signed,  was  presented  to  the  judge,  at  Leicester,  by  Mr.  Bftyii^  1^ 
Mr.  C.  N.  Wright,  and  this  led  to  a  commutation  of  the  scmtiitlce 
into  transportation  for  life.  '    '^'^ 

September  7. — ^A  crickiet  match  was  played  at  'N6ttin^B&k^, 
between  eleven  of  our  townsmen  and  eleven  ^  %effidd.  ^''^N^ 
tingham  scored  157  and  56,  Sheffield  39  an£'97;  ^e  1^16  ^m 
thus  winning  by  77  runs.  '    '  \    •^'  "'  •-•  '  '^ 

Septemher  29r^Mr.  Alderman  O.  T. '  (MVtibw  MqMk^led 
Mayor ;  Mr.  William  OaHledge  afid  M!r.  R^  Parvisd^^hdK^ 
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1830. 

1830  February  1. — At  a  public  meetisg,  held  in  the  Exchange 

Hall,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  ''to  consider  of  the  present  distressed 
state  of  the  poor,  with  a  view  to  their  relief,"  it  was  resolved  that 
a  subscription  be  entered  into.  The  sum  of  about  £2,500  was 
contributed. 

March  1. — About  eleven  at  nighty  the  rock  at  the  back  of  the 
Lancasterian  school,  Derby-road,  gave  way,  and  forced  in  the 
north  walL  So  complete  was  the  demolition  of  that  side  of  the 
building,  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  roof  fell  in,  and  the  desks 
and  forms  were  buried  in  the  ruins. 

During  the  same  week,  another  descent  of  rock  and  soil  took 
place  near  the  Loggerheads,  in  Narrow-marsh ;  and  a  ponderous 
mass  of  rock  fell  at  the  west  end  of  the  Druids'  caves  in  the  Park. 
May  26. — The  last  public  whipping  in  Nottingham. 
«7iify. — :The  Blackmoor's  H^ad  inn  and  posting-house,  High- 
street,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  partially  pulled 
down,  and  the  whole  premises  converted  into  shops. 

•/Wy. — General  dection,  consequent  on  the  demise  of  Qeorge 
rV.  Both  the  late  members  retired  from  the  electoral  field ;  Mr. 
Birch  on  the  ground  of  increasing  years  and  infirmities,  and 
Lord  Bandifife  from  a  disinclination  to  incur  further  ezpenseu 
Mr.  Denman  and  Greneral  Sir  Bonald  Crawford  Ferguson,  auo- 
ceeded  them,  as  the  Beform  candidates;  and  Lewis  Allsopp 
liowdhftm,  Esq.,  issued  an  address  on  the  Tory  interest^  but  not 
meeting  with  the  support  anticipated,  withdrew.  Li  this  posture 
of  afiaars,  Mr.  T.  Bailey,  wine  merchant,  .Wheeler-gate,  professing 
himself  disgusted  that  '^  the  representation  of  our  populous  and 
enlightened  town  should  be  reduced  to  the  chances  of  a  scramble 
amongst  adventurers,"  chivalrously  came  to  the  rescue.  Li  an 
address  to  the  electors,  in  which  he  advanced  his  own  pretensionsi 
Jie  announced  himsdLE  to  be  ''  the  unsparing  censor  of  profligate  or 
.corrupt  expenditure  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs  f  an 
advocate  of  '*  Beform  in  the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament ;" 
and  an  opponent  of  slavery.  Corporation  abuses,  dbc.  "To  accom- 
plish the  object  so  near  my  heart,  I  ask,''  he  added,  "but  the 
suffrage  of  honourable  and  independent  minded  electors— of  honest 
and  unbought  voters." 

The  nomination  took  place  on  the  30th.  The  Exchange  Hall 
was  densely  crowded,  and  the  excitement  fully  as  great  as  usual. 
Thomas  Denman,  Esq.,  was  nominated  by  Mr.  T.  Wakefield  and 
Mr.  Abijah  Bond ;  Sir  R  C.  Ferguson,  by  Lord  Bancliffe  and  Mr. 
A.  T.  Fellows ;  and  Mr.  Bailey,  by  Mr.  Bobert  Carver  aiui  Mr. 
T.  H.  Smith.  The  show  of  hands  was  about  equal,  but  >ras./ 
nounced  to  be  in  favour  of  the  former  gentlemen.  A  pdU 
demanded  for  Mr.  Bailey,  six  votes  were  tak 
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succeeded.     The  poll  re-opened  on  Saturday,  and  closed  on  Mon-   1830 
day,  as  follows: — Denman,  1206;  Ferguson,  1180;  Bailey,  226. 

A  new  Act  for  regulating  the  taking  of  the  poll  in  boroughs 
was  brought  into  operation  at  this  election.  Hitherto,  in  the  heat 
of  a  contest,  it  had  required  great  exertion  to  get  up  to  the  polling- 
place,  and  the  only  avenue  of  access  would  sometimes  be  oocopied 
by  perhaps  a  hundred  voters  of  the  same  party,  who  would  choke 
it  up  as  early  as  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  have  to 
remain  waiting  very  inconveniently,  a  number  of  hours.  The 
new  Act  remedied  the  evil,  by  providing  for  several  polling  placet 
instead  of  one. 

Augu9i  6. — ^Admiral  Sotheron  and  the  Hon.  Jolin  Savilo 
Lumley  re-elected  for  the  county. 

AugtuL — ^Mr.  R  Brierley  saooeeded  Mr..  Crosa  as  County 
Cktoler. 

August  23.— ^A  very  numerous  public  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Exchange,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  '<  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
the  admiration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nottingham,  of  the  firmness 
and  moderation  displayed  by  the  French  people^  in  the  recent 
struggle  for,  and  triumph  of  constitutional  liberty  in  France.'' 
The  speakers  were  Colonel  Wildman,  J.  G.  C.  Gardiner,  Esq., 
Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  Dr.  Pigot,  Mr.  R  Hopper,  Mr.  M.  H.  Barker, 
Mr.  W.  Felkin,  Mr.  R  Goodacre,  Mr.  J.  Perry,  and  T.  Denman^ 
Esq.,  M.P.  It  was  agreed  that  a  subscription  be  raised  for  the 
relief  of  die  families  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  in  achieving  the 
Eevoluticm ;  and  that  an  address  should  be  presented  in  Paris,  by 
a  deputation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  I3th  of  September^  the  deputies,  Messim 
W.  Taylor,  R  Bocdrer,  and  R  Goodhead,  arrived  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seme,  bearing  with  them  the  sum.  of  5,000  francs,  contributed 
in  Nottinj^iara,  for  whidi  they  received  an  acknowledgment 
signed  by  M.  JaoqueB  Lafitte,  Prestdent  of  the  C^iamber  of 
Deputies.  They  were  hospitably  entertained,  and  were  favoured 
widi  interviews  widi  General  Lafayette^  Count  de  la  Border  and 
M.  Odillon  Barrot 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  W.  WilsoiL  appointed  Mayw; 
Mr.  T.  Allen  and  Mr.  R  G.  Barber,  Sheri£b.. 

November  9. — ^The  Radical  Beformera  of  the^  neighbourhood 
assembled  to  celebrate  the  progresa  of  thear  prinriples^  by  a  dinxSHT 
in  the  Exchange  HalL  Loid  Banolifie  presided^  and  Mr.  CI 
Wilkins,  barrister,  was  the  principal  speaker. 

November  29. — Sir  Thcmias  Denman,  Knt,  having  aooeptdd 
the  office  of  hia  Majesty's  Attorney-General,  and  thereby  vacate 
bia  seat  in  Parliament,  was  this  day  again,  reelected*  He  was 
nominated  by  Lord  Bandiffe  and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  and  was  V5- 
tttined  without  opposition. 


398  THB'  NOTTINGHAM   DATB-BOOK. 


1831. 

1831  Januiory  25. — A  serious  fire  broke  out  about  ten  at  night,  in 

the  warehouse  and  candlehouse  of  Mr.  Alderman  Barber,  situate 
at  the  Iron-gate  wharf,  upon  the  canal  side,  near  the  London-road. 
The  candles,  tallow,  ^,  with  which  the  place  was  stored,  increased 
the  flames  to  a  tremendous  extent  before  the  arrival  of  the  engines, 
and  it  was  soon  apparent  that  no  exertion  could  put  them  out 
until  the  material  that  fed  them  was  exhausted.  The  roof  fell, 
in  detached  portions  at  intervals,  and  the  last  portion  of  it  de- 
scended at  a  quarter  to  eleven.  The  com  warehouse  of  Mr. 
Boworth,  and  Mr.  Wright's  miU,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
were  in  imminent  danger,  and  their  preservation  was  entirely 
attributable  to  the  bold  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  firemen. 
In  the  height  of  the  conflagration,  the  heat,  even  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, was  excessive ;  and  the  reflection  of  the  light  in  the  sky 
was  astonishingly  powerful  Several  thousand  spectators  assem- 
bled in  the  Meadows  and  on  the  bridges,  and  in  preserving  order 
the  civil  force  was  assisted  by  a  troop  of  the  15th  Hussars. 

February  9. — A  sudden  breaking  up  of  the  frost  occasioned 
a  great  flood.  The  Meadows  were,  as  usual,  very  extensively  in- 
undated. Ck>ntrastinff  this  with  other  remarkable  floods  since 
1804,  we  find  that  that  of  January  28th,  1809,  was  five  inches 
higher;  that  on  February  10th,  1814,  was  seven  inches  higher; 
that  on  December  26th,  1821,  was  two  inches  lower ;  and  that  on 
October  13th,  1824,  nine  inches  higher. 

March  9. — An  immense  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Ex- 
change, to  gain  admission  into  which  hundreds  struggled  ineffec- 
tually, for  ^e  purpose  of  presenting  an  address  to  the  King,  and 
a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  in  support  of  the  Ministerial 
measure  of  Parliamentary  Keform.  The  Mayor  presided,  and 
the  proceedings,  which  were  unanimous,  were  conducted  by  Ck>l6nel 
Wildman,  W.  F.  N.  Norton,  Esq.,  W.  B.  Martin,  Esq.,  Aldermen 
Barber  and  Oldknow,  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
the  Reform  interest 

March  14. — Joanna  Ledwich,  a  young  woman  under  sentence 
of  transportation  for  participating  in  a  robbery  near  Newark, 
made  a  most  daring  esci^  from  the  County  Gaol.  She  effected 
her  purpose  by  cutting  up  a  sheet  belonging  to  her  bed,  which  she 
tied  to  an  old  clothes  line,  and  securing  one  end  to  the  stancheon 
of  a  window,  threw  the  whole  over  the  outer  wall,  and  proceeded 
to  descend  into  Narrow-marsh,  a  depth  of  about  seventy  feet. 
After  sliding  a  short  distance,  the  cordage  broke,  and  the  adven- 
turous woman  had  a  terrible  fall  into  the  yard  beneath.  She 
was  much  bruised,  but  was  not  seriously  injured ;  and  surprising 
as  it  may  seem,  though  her  descent  was  observed  by  several,  yet,  by 
the  assistance  of  a  friend,  she  succeeded  in  making  good  her  escape. 
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April  14. — At  a  political  banquet  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  Mr.    1831 
Thomas  Wakefield  in  the  chair,  an  elegant  silver  tureen,  weighing 
16&>.,  was  presented  to  Lord  Eanclitfe,  as  a  mark  of  esteem  from 
the  Reformers  of  Nottingham. 

April  29. — ^The  King  having,  at  the  recommendation  of  his 
Ministers,  dissolved  Parliament  with  a  view  of  appealing  to  the 
country  on  the  great  question  of  Beform^  an  amaxing  ccmcourse 
of  people  assembled  in  the  Market-place,  with  banners,  flag^,  and 
bands  of  music,  and  set  out  in  procession  to  welcome  iheir  late 
members,  on  presenting  themselves  for  re-elaction.  Having  met 
them  on  the  London-road,  the  procession  returned  with  Sir  Thofli. 
Denman  and  General  Ferguson  in  an  open  carriage,  drawn  by  six 
beautiful  greys^  with  three  outriders  clothed  in.  purple  and  yellow. 
Never  was  so  large  a  procession  seen  in  Nottingham  before ;  and 
so  universally  had  the  people  yielded,  in  the  euthusiaam  of  the 
times,  to  the  Reform  .leaven,  that  among  the  Mty  or  sixty  large 
flags  that  accompanied  it^  some  were  blue,  having  ih  former  daya 
done  service  for  the  opposite  party. 

On  assembling  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  Sir  Thomas  Denman 
was  nominated  by  F.  Hart,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Aldennan  Barber ;  and 
General  Ferguson  by  Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow  and  Mr.  T.  Wake- 
field. There  was  no  opposition,  and  they  were  declared  duly 
elected. 

May, — ^The  Park-side  Reservoir  of  the  newly  formed  Water- 
works Company  was  completed  and  filled  with  water. 

May  5. — Election  for  the  county.  J.  8.  Lumley,  Esq. 
(Reformer),  was  nominated  by  Colonel  Wildman  and  J.  G.  Cooper 
Gkirdiner,  Esq. ;  and  J.  E.  Denison,  Esq.  (Reformer),  by  Sir  Rd. 
Sutton,  and  H.  G.  Knight,  Esq.  No  opposition  was  made  to  their 
return. 

June. — Demolition  of  Thurland  Hall. 

June  6. — A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Henry 
Smith,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  raise  a  sub- 
scription in  behalf  of  the  famishing  peasantry  in  some  districts 
of  Lreland.  The  sum  raised  was  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
pounds. 

AugtMt  24. — Execution  of  William  Reynolds,  aged  19  years, 
and  William  Marshall,  of  the  same  age,  for  having  committed  a 
rape. 

On  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  16th  of  April,  between  eleven 
and  twelve  o'clock,  a  young  woman,  named  M^ry  Ann  Lord^  aged 
22  years,  was  forcibly  seized  by  Reynolds,  near  the  end  of  Wood- 
street  (where  she  resided),  and*  dragged  into  the  neighbouring 
close,  near  the  Lord  Ranclifie  public-housa  Here,  against  her 
will,  he  violated  her,  and,  according  to  the  woman's  statement^ 
was  followed  by  Marshall  and  two  others,  one  of  whom  was  named 
John  Spowaga  She  called  loudly  for  assistance,  but  owing  to  the 
questionable  character  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  none  cai^e  until  too  late.    After  the  completion  of  the 

3p 
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1 831  crime,  they  threatened  to  throw  her  down  a  well  in  Longhedge- 
lane,  if  she  continued  her  noise,  and  might  have  done  so  hsd  not 
some  persons  come  up.  The  aggressors  then  took  to  their  heels, 
but  were  shortly  afterwards  apprehended,  and  being  tried  on  the 
21st  of  July,  before  Sir  J.  Littledale,  Marshall  and  Reynolds  were 
capitally  convicted,  and  Spowage  sentenced  to  transportatioQ  for 
life. 

The  utmost  efforts  were  put  forth  to  save  their  live&  The 
judge  was  in  Uie  first  place  followed  to  Derby  by  an  unde 
of  Marshairs,  who  was  accompanied  by  the  pro0ecutriz  and  her 
father,  but  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  even  to  grant  an 
audience.  His  lordship  was  likewise  appealed  to  by  petition,  at 
Leicester,  but  with  no  better  success.  The  next  procedure  was  to 
follow  the  judge  to  Warwick  ;  and  here  an  affidavit  was  presented, 
■worn  to  by  a  person  named  Fairbum.  This  individual  stated 
that  though  he  was  not  called  at  the  trial,  he  saw  the  whole  affidr 
on  the  night  in  question ;  that  he  witnessed  the  acts  of  the  parties 
in  the  field ;  that  the  female  was  a  consenting  party,  and  did  not 
cry  out,  or  he  should  have  heard  her ;  and  that  he  mentioned  what 
he  had  seen,  to  certain  parties  he  named,  the  very  next  day. 
This  affidavit  caused  the  judge  to  send  over  a  messenger,  with  a 
respite  for  fourteen  days,  to  give  time  for  further  investigation ; 
but,  after  a  searching  inquiry,  he  professed  his  inability  to  see 
any  reason  why  the  law  should  not  take  its  course.  The  Secretary 
of  State  was  next  appealed  to,  through  the  medium  of  GJeneral 
Fei^son,  but  with  no  better  success ;  and  every  channel  of  hope 
was  dried  up. 

In  the  afternoon  before  the  morning  of  execution,  they  were 
taken  from  the  Town  Graol  to  the  House  of  Correction.  The  new 
drop  was  in  pi-ocess  of  formation,  and  as  they  passed,  they  gazed 
at  it  with  evident  curiosity.  They  were  executed  at  eleven 
o'clock,  in  the  presence  of  about  fifteen  thousand  spectators. 

September  8. — CoroQiition  of  William  IV.  The  Mayor  and 
Corporation  attended  Divine  service  in  the  morning,  at  St.  Mary's 
church,  along  with  various  lodges  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Druids. 
At  one  o'clock,  the  15th  Hussars,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Walter  Scott,  discharged  &/eti  de  jois  in  the  Market-place ;  and 
the  gold  cup  being  brought  out,  the  Mayor  drank  to  the  health  of 
his  Majesty,  and  to  his  long  and  happy  reign,  which  was  pledged 
by  the  officers  of  the  r^^iment  and  the  gentlemen  present  The 
children  of  the  various  Sabbath  schools  were  treated  in  the  after- 
noon with  tea  and  plum-caka  A  public  dinner  was  provided  in 
the  Exchange  Hall,  at  Gve  o'clock  ;  and  sheep  roasting  was  earned 
on  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Barber  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  John  Harrison  and  Mr.  T.  Guilford,  Sheriffs. 

October, — The  Keform  Bill  was  at  *  *  *  ne  greatly  agitating 
the  public  mind.     It  was  the  talk  by  <T  «^  dream  by  night 

of  the  great  bulk  of  *^^  oeople ;    ai  weeks  past  all 
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tidings  respecting  it  had  been  received  with  the  most  enthusiastic   1831 
interest 

The  Michaelmas  or  Goose  fair  had  attracted  to  the  town  an 
unusually  large  number  of  strangei-s,  amongst  whom  were  a  con- 
siderable body  of  evil  disposed  persons.  These  characters,  ripe 
for  mischief,  needed  but  a  colourable  pretence  to  induce  the 
ignorant  and  unreflecting  of  the  Keformers  to  join  them  in  the 
commission  of  acts  of  devastation  and  plunder ;  and  unfortunately, 
the  obstinacy  of  the  House  of  Lords  too  soon  gave  them  the 
alluring  incentive. 

Pickford's  van  arrived  in  the  town  at  half-past  eight  in  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  the  8th,  with  the  intelligence  that  the  Bill 
had  been  rejected  in  the  Lords.  In  little  more  than  an  hour,  no 
less  than  nineteen  requisitions  from  different  parties,  most  of  them 
numerously  and  respectably  signed,  were  forwarded  to  the  Mayor, 
calling  upon  him  to  convene  a  public  meeting  on  the  subject.  On 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  hundreds  of  people  assembled  in  front  of 
the  Post  Office,  in  High-street,  and  before  the  White  Lion  hotel, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  maiL  On  the .  coach  driving  up, 
either  a  passenger  or  the  guard  said  that  *^  in  London  the  Keformers 
were  beating  to  arms,''  and  the  announcement  was  received  with 
loud  cheers.  At  this  moment,  while  excitement  was  high,  Mr. 
Hedderley,  the  druggist,  was  standing  at  his  own  door,  opposite 
the  hotel,  and  was  pointed  out  as  an  anti-Reformer.  Some  of  the 
upstairs  windows  of  his  house  were  immediately  broken.  About 
the  same  time.  Dr.  Manson,  while  passing  in  his  gig  through 
Pelham-street,  was  struck  with  a  missile,  and  it  became  apparent 
that  the  irritation  was  gaining  strength.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
afternoon,  the  excitement  still  further  increased,  and  as  soon  aa 
darkness  came  on,  became  ungovernable.  Stones  and  brickbata 
were  being  thrown  at  windows  in  various  directions.  The  Mayor 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  whilst  exhorting  the  throng 
to  refrain  from  acts  of  violence,  was  knocked  down  by  a  severe 
blow  on  the  neck,  and  much  injured.  The  Riot  Act  was  read^ 
and  the  constables  exerted  themselves  to  seize  the  offenders,  but 
without  avail,  as  it  was  impossible  to  discover  from  what  hands 
the  stones  were  hurled ;  but  each  crash  of  the  glass  produced  a 
loud  shout,  which  was  not  infrequently  echoed  by  those  who  were 
idle  spectators,  yet  who,  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  gave 
way  to  the  ebullition  of  their  feelings.  Besides  this  breaking  of 
windows,  direct  attacks  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  night 
upon  the  property  of  parties  supposed  to  be  anti-Reformers.  Mr. 
C.  N.  Wright's  shop,  on  the  Long-row,  was  thus  assailed,  the 
front  completely  battered  in,  and  the  books,  stationery,  <kc, 
thrown  into  the  street.  The  houses  of  Mr.  Bradshaw,  whajrfinger, 
Leen-side;  Mr.  Sharp,  miller  and  baker,  Mansfield-road;  Mr. 
North,  cheesemonger,  Charlotte-street;  Mr.  Ward,  druggist, 
Bridlesmithgate ;  Dr.  Manson,  Stoney-street ;  Mr.  Cooke,  grocer. 
Chapel-bar;   Mr.  Lowe,  hosier,  Pildber-gate ;   and  the  Journal 
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1831  office,  Long-row,  were  visited,  and  outrages  committed.  The 
Mayor  and  magistrates,  the  constables,  and  the  15th  Hussars,  dis- 
played the  utmost  activity,  but  in  vain.  Nor  could  the  exhorta- 
tions of  Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow,  nor  the  eloquence  of  Mr. 
Wilkins,  the  barrister,  both  of  whom  repeatedly  attempted  to 
address  the  evernshifting  mob,  in  the  slightest  d^ree  appease  its 
ungovernable  rage. 

The  next  day,  Monday,  witnessed  a  renewal  of  the  distur- 
bances, though  in  ihe  morning  everything  appeared  so  peaceable 
that  the  Mayor  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  interdict  the  assem- 
blage of  the  public  meeting  he  had  convened,  in  compliance  with 
the  numerous  requisitions.  Before  the  hour  of  meeting,  eleven 
o'dock,  the  Market-place  was  literally  filled  with  people.  The 
speakers  stationed  themselves  in  a  waggon  in  the  cen^  of  the 
qsacious  area.  The  Mayor  took  the  chair,  and  the  resolutionSy 
which  were  calm  and  temperate,  were  moved  and  seconded  by 
Lord  Rancliffe,  W.  F.  N.  Norton,  Esq.,  Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow, 
Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  Mr.  T.  Bailey,  Dr.  Pigot,  T.  Close,  Esq.,  Mr. 
R  Hopper,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Smith.  The  speeches  were  listened 
to  with  attention ;  but  the  exhortations  to  peace  and  quietness^ 
though  acceeded  to  by  those  who  might  really  be  termed  the  men 
of  Nottingham,  had  but  little  influence  over  an  organised  gang, 
ripe  for  every  mischief.  This  gang  consisted  of  all  the  low  and 
bad  characters  of  the  neighbourhood — the  pickpockets  who  had 
been  exerting  their  talents  diiring  the  fair,  and  the  vile  and 
worthless  of  eveiy  description,  who  were  staying  in  the  town  under 
the  hope  of  picking  up  some  plunder  at  the  races.*  The  towns- 
people, after  the  meeting,  dispersed  towards  their  own  houses,  but 
the  mob  repaired  to  Mr.  Sharpens  mill,  on  the  Forest,  the  sails  of 
which  they  cut  to  pieces,  injured  the  machinery,  and  scattered  all 
the  flour  and  com  they  could  find ;  and  but  for  the  prompt  arrival 
of  a  party  of  Hussars,  the  whole  mill  would  have  been  demolished. 
During  the  day,  the  windows  of  Mr.  Peter  Loveitt,  in  York- 
street;  Mr.  Smith,  baker,  and  Prickard,  grocer,  Hockley;  Mr. 
Clifton,  an  officer  on  half-pay,  on  Mansfield-road ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Berry,  constable,  Chesterfieldnstreet ;  and  Mr.  Webster,  constable, 
Derby-road,  were  broken,  and  considerable  injury  eflected. 

Disturbances  at  Derby  had  drawn  off"  part  of  the  troops  from 
the  Barracks,  so  that  Colonel  Thackwell  had  but  a  small  disposable 
force ;  but  this  was  divided  into  separate  detachments,  each  one 
having  a  magistrate  at  its  head,  which,  on  the  least  alarm,  instantly 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  for  about  two  hours,  they 
were  galloping  in  every  direction.  But  the  mob,  in  a  strong 
body,  had  taken  the  direction  of  Sneinton,  and  turning  up 
Notintone-place,  tore  down  the  iron  pallisading  in  front  of  the 
houses,  and  many  became  speedily  armed.  "They  then,"  says 
Mr.   Barker,  in  his  account  of   the  riots,  "proceeded  towards 

'•  The  raoM  had  been  appointed  for  the  week  after  tlit  teir;  taAla flOOMq^MDoe  of  ttie 
diitivbanoes,  dW  not  take  place  till  the  year  fullowlnr. 
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Colwick  Hall,  the  seat  of  John  Musters,  Esq.,  which  was  soon  1831 
entered,  and  a  horrible  scene  of  devastation  ensued.  Mr.  Musters 
was  al»ent,  but  the  rioters  ranged  through  everj  part  of  the 
house  in  search,  vowing  the  most  implacable  vengeance.  Mrs. 
Musters  had  been  confined  to  her  beid,  but  at  the  time  o£  the 
attack,  was  sitting  in  the  drawing-room  with  her  daughter  and 
Mademoisselle  de  Fey,  a  foreign  lady,  who  was  on  a  visit  They 
happily  escaped  to  an  adjoining  shrubbery,  and  notwithstanding 
the  rain  poured  down,  they  lay  concealed  under  the  foliage  of  some 
thick  spreading  laurel  trees,  till  the  rioters  took  their  depai-ture. 
The  beautiful  and  valuable  furniture  of  the  Hall,  some  excellent 
paintings,  in  short  whatever  the  mob  could  lay  hands  on,  was 
destroyed.  Ale,  food,  and  wine  were  taken,  and  several  became 
furiously  intoxicated.  Plate,  jewellery,  and  wearing  apparel 
were  carried  offf  many  of  the  rioters  dreadng  themselves  in  what 
garments  they  could  find,  and  putting  their  own  clothes  over 
them.  A  fire  was  kindled  in  one  of  the  rooms,  whidi  would  have 
soon  reduced  this  edifice  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  but  some  of  them 
thinking  that  a  feather  bed  would  accelerate  the  power  of  the 
destructive  element,  threw  it  upon  the  fiames,  and  left  it  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  fire  was  smothered." 

Flushed  with  success,  and  full  of  desperate  purposes,  Uttej 
quitted  the  spot,  uttering  wild  shouts.  Ihsy  returned  towards 
the  town,  and  dividing  by  concert^  part  of  them  marched  to  the 
House  of  Oorrection,  the  doors  of  which  they  attempted  to  foice 
in ;  but  the  prompt  arrival  of  the  military  and  magistrates  frua- 
trated  their  intentions.  lieut  Bussell,  of  the  recruiting  aervioet 
with  the  sergeants,  d^x,  imder  him,  were  posted  to  defend  this 
position,  and  another  party  were  sent  to  protect  the  Gas  Works. 

The  magistrates  during  the  afternoon  had  sworn  in  several 
hundreds  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town,  as  q>ecial 
constables,  who  were  to  assemble  on  the  ringing  of  the  Exchange 
bell.  They  were  formed  into  divisions,  and  by  their  constant 
movements,  preserved  much  private  property  from  plunder. 
Whilst  the  magistrates  were  busy  at  the  House  of  Correction  with 
one  division  of  the  mob,  another,  about  six  hundred  strong,  pro- 
ceeded down  Wheeler-gate,  where  they  broke  some  of  the  winck>WB 
in  Mr.  Wood's  house,  but  desisted  on  being  informed  that  there 
was  no  one  there  hostile  to  them.  They  halted  at  the  bottom  of 
Park-street,  and  then  went  on  to  inflict  a  yet  further  and  most 
indelible  stain  upon  the  annals  of  the  town. 

'<  A  cry,  <to  the  Castle,'"  says  Mr.  Hicklin,  in  his  History  of 
that  edifice,  "  soon  announced  the  next  object  of  attack.  Thither 
the  rioters  directed  thdr  course,  and  having  extinguished  all  the 
gaslights  between  St  James's  Church  and  Uie  Riding  School,  they 
began  to  batter  the  gates  of  the  old  Castle  Lodge.  These  stoutly 
withstood  their  attacks,  till  at  length  they  succeeded  in  breakiog 
a  panel  out  of  one  of  the  doors.  Three  of  the  assailants  crept 
through,  for  the  purpose  of  unbarring  the  gates,  while  another 
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1831  IMurty  effected  an  entranoe  into  the  Ckstle-yard,  bj  making  a 
breach  in  the  wall,  neariy  opposite  the  steps  leading  to  Standard- 
hilL  The  gates  being  opened,  a  lifted  candle  was  f etdied  from 
the  Biding  School  yard,  and  about  twenty  of  the  rabble  got 
tog^her,  ^outin^  with  the  utmost  mmg  froid^  no  doubt  in  imitar 
tioQ  of  the  showmen  whom  they  had  heard  at  the  fur,  *  Walk 
forward,  postively  the  last  night :'  they  then  polled  down  the 
white  railings  which  fenced  the  CSastle  gardens,  and  ascended  the 
hill  to  the  building.  A  window  near  the  north  end  of  the  tenace 
was  brc^en,  and  six  men  entered  the  Castle  through  the  aperture; 
they  instantly  proceeded  to  tear  the  t^Mstry  off  the  walk,  and  to 
break  the  rails  of  the  staircases.  While  engaged  in  these  depre- 
dations, about  forty  of  the  mob  j<Mned  them ;  the  windows  were 
iqwedily  smashed,  tables  broken,  and  chanckliers  torn  down  for 
weapons.  About  a  dozen  of  the  ringleaders  then  consulted  on 
the  best  method  of  burning  down  this  noble  mansi<m :  holes  were 
soon  made  through  the  floors  in  different  rooms,  broken  bannisters 
were  lighted,  and  placed  in  the  creyices;  the  tables  were  alao 
fired,  and  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  materials,  flames  q)eedily 
issu€Ml  from  the  yarious  apartments;  and  a  little  after  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  wild  shouts  of  the  mob  (about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  whom  were  in  the  building  when  the  fire 
broke  out)  proclaimed  to  the  town  the  accomplishment  of  their 
diabolical  outrage.  The  leaders  in  this  act  of  incendiarism  then 
proceeded  to  the  lower  basement^  occupied  by  kitchens  and  ser- 
vants' offices,  and  sought  to  accelerate  the  work  of  demolition,  by 
fcinHKiig  fires  under  the  arches.  A  stable  adjoining  the  wall  run- 
ning from  the  Lodge  to  the  Park  was  also  fixed ;  and  with  a  spirit 
worthy  of  barbariims  of  the  darker  ages,  the  architectural  orna- 
ments of  the  Oastle  were  defaced ;  the  beautiful  equestrian  statue 
ol  the  founder  was  destroyed  by  a  reckless  scoundrel  with  a 
crowbar,  and  parts  of  the  mutilated  figure  were  carried  off  As 
trcqphies  of  this  ni^t's  triumj^  of  populur  frenzy,  while  the  busts 
over  the  windows  were  wantonly  demolished.  Parts  of  the 
tapestry  were  sold  at  3s.  per  yard  to  bystanders,  who  paid  for  it 
on  the  spot ;  and  as  the  flames  increased  in  extent  and  fierceness, 
the  progress  of  the  devasting  element  was  hailed  with  renewed 
yells;  and  more  and  more  triumj^  swelled  the  cheers  of  the 
infuriate  crowd. 

«  At  this  period,  rain  fell  in  heavy  showers ;  and  the  princi- 
pal rioters  retired  in  groups  from  the  scene  of  tumult  and 
descJation.  A  detachment  of  Hussars,  under  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Wildman  and  Mr.  Norton,  two  county  magistrates^  the 
Oastle  being  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town  magistracy,  lode  into 
the  CSastle-yard ;  but  perceiving  all  efforts  to  8a>^  the  building 
were  too  late,  they  soon  returned  into  the  town.  Between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten,  the  conflagration  bad  reached  its  height ; 
the  town  was  comparatively  free  from  fnmult,  and  thousands 
thronged  the  CSuitle-yard,  to  gaae  with  feelings  on  the 


THX  KOrriNOHAM  DATB-BOOK.  403 

dreadfully  novel  spectacle.  Volumes  of  flame  issued  from  all  the  1831 
windows  of  the  building ;  the  dun-coloured  smoke  rose  mist-like 
in  rolling  masses,  amongst  the  pelting  rain ;  showers  of  sparks 
were  falling  in  all  directions ;  the  roofs  were  dissolving  in  streams 
of  molten  lead ;  on  the  terraces  and  walls  men  might  be  descried 
by  the  light  of  the  fire,  hurrying  to  and  fro,  like  restless  spirits  at 
some  infernal  incantation,  while  the  blazing  Gastle  glared  on  the 
atmosphere  from  its  rocky  steep,  amidst  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
as  a  tremendous  sacrifice  to  the  demon  of  anarchy  and  crime. 
About  midnight  the  fire  began  to  subside,  and  the  following  morn- 
ing witnessed  this  once  noble  edifice  a  roofless  shell,  every  part 
but  the  walls  having  been  entirely  consumed.  The  mutilated 
corpses  of  two  children,  drawn  into  danger  by  motives  of  curiosityy 
were  found  amongst  the  smoking  ruina" 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday,  the  rioters  re- 
assembled, some  in  the  Market-place,  and  others  in  the  Park; 
but  they  were  principally  strangers,  drawn  from  the  neighbouring 
villages,  by  the  fire  of  the  previous  night  They  formed  on  the 
Derby-road,  with  the  intention  of  fifing  Mr.  Lowe's  silk  mill 
at  Beeston.  At  Lenton-terrace,  near  the  Barracks,  they  tore 
down  the  iron  railing,  and  armed  themselves  with  the  spikes. 
The  Hussars  immediately  sallied  forth,  and  dispersed  them  into 
the  Park.  Forming  themselves  again  below  the  Sand-hills,  they 
marched  through  Lenton  in  one  regular  body  towards  Beeston. 
In  a  short  time  Mr.  Lowe's  mill  was  in  flames,  and  entirely  de- 
stroyed. There  was  a  great  quantity  of  silk  on  the  premises,  veiy 
little  of  which  was  saved,  and  the  whole  damage  was  estimated  by 
a  jury,  at  the  ensuing  March  Assizes,  the  building,  engines, 
and  machinery  at  £6,650,  and  the  silk  at  J&1,140.  After  regal- 
ing themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  publicans,  the  rioters,  on 
their  way  back,  called  at  the  residence  of  M.  Needham,  Esq., 
which  they  cleared  of  food,  ale,  and  wine,  at  the  same  time  laying 
their  hands  upon  any  portable  article,  which  they  carried  off, 
together  with  about  £40  worth  of  plate.  They  next  visited  the 
house  of  John  Wright,  Esq.,  who  gave  them  what  money  he  had 
about  him,  and  they  took  their  way  to  the  gates  of  WoUaton 
Park,  near  the  junction  of  the  Derby  and  Beeston  roads.  But 
here  every  preparation  had  been  made.  Colonel  Hancox  had 
garrisoned  the  Hall  with  a  body  of  colliers,  and  several  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  the  Wollaton  Yeomanry  were  stationed  near  the 
entranca  The  mob,  however,  attacked  the  gate,  which  was  forced 
open ;  the  Yeomanry  immediately  charged,  and  sixteen  or  seven- 
teep  prisoners  were  taken.  The  mob  then  retreated,  and  the 
Yeomanry  soon  afterwards  escorted  the  prisoners  to  the  Barracks, 
and  delivered  them  to  the  keeping  of  the  Hussars.  A  troop  of 
Hussars,  with  Colonel  RoUestonj  met  the  mob  on  the  Nottingham 
side  of  Lenton,  and  the  Riot  Act  was  again  read.  Near  the  Sir 
J^ohn  Borlace  Warren,  the  rioters  ensconced  themselves  behind  a 
wall  in  Chimley's  close,  which  served  as  a  breast-work  ;   and  from 
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1831  thence  they  threw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  Yeomanry  as  they 
approached,  and  several  of  them  were  much  cut  and  bmiaed.  The 
Teomanry  fired  their  pistols,  bnt  without  effect,  as  the  mob^  as 
soon  as  they  had  thrown,  covered  themselves  bdiiind  the  walL 
Hub  skirmish  occupied  some  time,  and  soon  afterwards  the  Huasan 
guarded  the  prisoners  into  the  town.  Whilst  crossing  the  Mar- 
ket-place, the  throng  pressed  upon  them,  and  turning  into  the 
Poultry,  much  abusive  language  was  used,  and  stones  were  thrown. 
The  officer  who  brought  up  the  rear  was  greatly  insulted,  and 
struck  by  a  stone,  and  finding  the  mob  press  upcm  him,  he 
deliberately  returned  his  sword  to  the  scabbard,  drew  his  pistol 
from  the  holster,  and  fired  in  the  direction  of  Hi^-street  The 
ball  struck  a  man  named  Thomas  Auckland,*  in  the  chest,  passed 
out  at  the  shoulder,  and  then  grazed  the  forehead  of  Joshua  Hop- 
kinson,  of  Arnold.  The  prisoners  were  lodged  in  the  County 
Gaol,  and  the  consequence  of  the  firing  produced  a  very  sensible 
effect  on  the  conduct  of  the  mob. 

The  shops  were  closed  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  and 
divisions    of    special  constables  were  employed  in   incessantly 
clefeuing  the  streets:     In  the  afternoon,  the  Mayor  issued  a  pro- 
damation,  in  which  he  required  all  the  inhabitants  "  to  close  their 
doors,  and  keep  themselves  and  their  ^milies  within  their  respec- 
tive houses,  and  dose  them  for  the  night  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening."     This  had  a  beneficial  efiect ;  and  in  conjunction  with 
other  means  allayed  the  excitement     The  military,  in  one  or  two 
instances,   rode  amongst  and   dispersed  the  crowds  that  were 
gathering  in  the  Market-place.     Strong  patrols  paraded  through 
the  town.     All  the  numerous  outlets  on  the  Long-row  and  round 
the  Shambles  were  barricaded  with  boards ;  and  by  seven  o'clock 
the  Market-place  was  as  quiet  as  it  generally  is  at  midnight. 
The  rioters  collected  in  the  Meadows,  near  the  wooden-bridge 
leading  from  Sussex-street,  and  for  nearly  an  hour,  gangs  of  five 
or  six  were  passing  through  Bridlesmith-gate,  and  down  Drury- 
hill,  to  increase  their  numbers.     About  eight  o'clock,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Oldknow,  with  a  party  of  Hussars,  came  down  and  went  into 
the  Meadows,  as  did  also  a  strong  body  of  special  constables,  but 
they  did  not  come  in  contact  with  the  riotera     The  whole  num- 
ber of  rioters  in  the  Meadows  at  this  time,  could  not  exceed  three 
hundred  ;  these  were  formed  into  two  divisions — a  few  had  pistols, 
and  the  others  were  armed  with  iron  rails,  bludgeons,  and  stones. 
They  were  addressed  by  a  tall  man,  in  very  mild,  and  even  gentle- 
manly language,  who  pointed  out  to  them  the  impossibility  of 
effecting  any  enterprise.     He  said,   "they  scarcely   knew  each 
other,  very  few  were  armed,  they  had  no  influential  leader,  and  it 
would  be  the  height  of  madness  to  run  the  hazard  of  their  livts 
without  being  able  to  efiect  their  object ;  and  he  recommended 
them  to  disperse."     There  was  some  murmuring,   and  several 

*  AodcUnd  WM  taken  to  the  GononU  Hospital,  and  after  » I'-^ne^  <^nftn6meiit,  recoTered. 
H*  had  Mrred  many  ymn  in  the  83rd  Foot,  and  waa  aevero'  4  at  Waterioo. 
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plaoee  in  the  neighbourhood  mentioned,  but  it  was  evident  the  1831 
rioting  was  at  an  end.  Some  cried  out^  '<  What's  the  use  of  di»> 
persing ;  we  may  as  well  die  where  we  are,  as  go  home  and  be 
starved."  The  parties,  however,  dispersed  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  Numbers  went  and  lay  under  the  haystacks,  and  some 
went  towards  the  ferry ;  but  in  the  morning  bands  of  a  dozen  were 
seen  dragging  their  weary  bodies  listlessly  along  the  different  roads 
tpwarda  the  villagefl. 

Business  was  resumed  on  Wednesday,  and  no  further  cause 
for  alarm  was  observable,  excepting  a  few  aots  of  incendiarism  in 
the  village& 

November  17. — ^Death  of  William  Sherbrooke^  lElsq.,  many 
years  chairman  of  the  quarter  sessions  for  this  division  of  the 
county,  aged  72  years.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  office  by  Jm 
Rolleston,  Esq. 

The  census  returns  of  this  year  showed  that  in  St.  Mary's 
parish  there  were  S,637  houses ;  18,549  male  inhabitants,  and 
20,990  females.  In  St  Peter's,  1,097  houses;  2,418  males,  and 
2,802  females.  In  St  Nicholas's,  1,152  houses ;  2,465  males,  and 
2,982  females.     Total  inhabitants,  50,206. 


1832. 

too  A 

JcvMMury  4. — Opening  of  the  Nottingham  Special  Assuee.  The  ^^^^ 
judges  were  Sir  Joseph  LitUedale  and  Sir  Stephen  Gkuelea   Thej 
were  escorted  into  the  town  by  more  than  a  thousand  genUemen 
on  horseback. 

On  Thursday,  the  5th,  the  judges  attended  Divine  service  at 
St  Mary's  church,  and  subsequently  charged  the  grand  jury,  of 
which  Lord  Oeorge  Bentinck,  M.P.,  was  the  foreman. 

On  the  6th,  George  Beck,  aged  20  years,  was  placed  at  the 
bar,  charged  with  firing  the  silk  mill  at  Beeston.  It  was  proved 
that  Beck  carried  a  flag  or  pole  with  ribbons  attached  at  the  head 
of  the  rioters,  and  gave  them  orders.  His  conviction  followed  as 
a  matter  of  course. 

Qeorge  Hearson,  aged  22  years,  Thomas  Shelton,  aged  38 
years,  and  John  Armstrongs  aged  26  years,  were  am^med  on  the 
7th,  on  the  same  indictment  as  that  agpiinst  Beck.  Hearson  set 
up  an  alibi^  and  seemed  to  look  with  confidence  for  an  acquittal; 
but  the  jury  pronounced  them  all  guilty. 

On  Sunday,  the  8th,  their  lordships  attended  service  4t  St 
Mary's,  accompanied  by  the  Corporation,  and.  a  large  body  of 
police,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Adamson,  a  superintendent  of 
the  London  police,  sent  down  by  Government  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  civil  force,  during  the  time  of  the  special  commission. 

On  the  9th,  Henry  Lindley,  John  Forman,  William  Kitchen, 
and  David  Thurman,  were  chai^^  with  participation  in.J()ie  crime 

3a 
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1833  aft  Beaton.  At  a  qoarier-past  deven  at  nig^t,  after  nttiiig 
throu^^ioiit  tlie  day.  Kitchen  and  nrannan  were  broog^t  m 
guilty,  and  lindlej  and  Forman  not  goil^. 

The  10th  was  oocnpied  bj  tiie  trial  ol  Adam  Wagita^  Henry 
King,  William  Hitchco^,  and  Thomas  Onmdj.  These  men  were 
also  diarged  with  firing  the  alk  mill,  hot  were  acquitted. 

On  the  11th,  CSiarles  Berkins,  Valentine  MaiWiall,  and  Huml 
Whittaker,  were  arraigned  for  feloniously  setting  fire  to  Oohrick 
HalL     Late  at  night,  the  jnry  pronoonced  them  all  guilty. 

The  next  day,  Samuel  Spencer,  Joseph  Shaw,  Wm.  Ft'ocman, 
and  Iliomas  Harrison,  were  arraigned  on  a  similar  indictmeiity 
but  no  eYidence  being  <^ered  against  them,  they  were  acquitted* 
lliey  were  succeeded  at  the  bi^  by  lliomas  Smith  and  Henij 
Kii^  idio  were  also  diarged  with  being  at  Oolwidc  Duringtoe 
trial,  the  case  against  King  completely  broke  down,  and  Smith 
being  found  not  guilty,  both  were  discharged. 

On  the  13th,  Joa^  Shaw  and  Bobert  Cutts,  diaiged  with 
setting  fire  to  the  Osstle ;  and  William  Qreen,  John  Forman,  Rd. 
Branston,  and  Henry  Lindley,  indicted  for  the  attack  on  WoUaton 
Park  gates,  were  discharged. 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Oumey,  Balgny,  and  Amos,  were  counsel  for 
the  Crown ;  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill  for  the  accused.  A  large  public  sub- 
scription funushed  means  for  the  defence. 

Saturday,  January  14th,  was  the  last  day  of  the  proceedings. 
The  convicted  were  called  up  to  receive  judgment  Beck,  Hear- 
son,  Afmstrong,  Berkins,  and  Shelton,  were  sentenced  to  be  hung; 
and  Eatchen,  Thurman,  Marshall,  and  Whittaker,  had  sentence 
ol  death  recorded  against  them,  subsequently  commuted  into 
transportation. 

In  the  meantime,  the  general  feeling  in  the  town  and  neigh- 
bouriiood  was  so  averse  to  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  that 
every  possible  i^peal  was  made  to  the  judges  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  a  petition  to  the  King  was  signed  by  upwards  <^ 
S5,000  persona 

Day  after  day,  however,  rolled  by,  but  brought  not  the 
desired  relief ;  and  though  watched  night  and  day,  though  guarded 
by  a  strong  military  party  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  the 
men  meditated  an  escape!  During  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
they  expressed  a  wish  to  be  alone,  as  they  felt  indisposed,  which 
request^  owing  to  their  general  good  conduct^  was  acceded  to. 
Suspicions  were  however  excited,  and  on  ftTmmiTi^ng  one  of  their 
beds  on  Saturday  evening,  the  blankets  were  found  to  be  slit  up 
and  tied  together,  with  knots  at  the  distance  of  two  feet  asunder, 
to  the  length  of  27  yards  1  With  these  they  had  intended  to  let 
themselves  down  into  Narrow-marsh ;  but  the  design  was  frustra- 
ted, and  those  engaged  in  i^-  ^Aavily  ironed.  « 

Sundar  »deecf  ^ay  for  them.     They  were  galled 

by  their  b  ^  'ally  to  remind  them  of  their 

^drnffoir  to  this,  the  ofScial  order  for 
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the  execution  of  the  whole  five  arrived  from  Londoiii  aad  was 
communicated  to  them. 

Immediately  it  became  known  that  the  death  warrant  had 
arrived,  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  was  hastily  got  up, 
praying  the  House  to  interfere,  by  addressing  the  King  to  stay 
the  execution  till  inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  character  of  the 
evidence  on  which  the  prisoners  had  been  convicted.  This  lay 
during  Sunday  for  signature,  and  17,000  names  were  affixed  to 
it  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  A  motion  was  founded  on  the 
petition,  but  without  success.  However,  on  Tuesday  forenoon,  a 
King's  messenger  arrived,  bringing  a  reprieve  for  Shelton  and 
Berkins. 

On  Wednesday,  February  Ist^  the  morning  of  their  execution, 
the  prisoners  were  all  dressed  alike,  wearing  black  coats  and 
waistcoats,  white  trousers,  white  cotton  gloves,  and  black  silk 
neckeichiefii.  Beck  ascended  the  platform  with  a  firm  step,  but 
appeared  sensible  of  his  situation.  A  cry  of  '' Murder  T'  was 
instantly  heard  in  many  parts  of  the  crowd.  A  friend  offered 
Hearson  his  arm,  which  he  refused,  saying,  <«No,  I  will  go  by 
myseli"  He  advanced  at  a  quick  pace,  and  on  reaching  the  steps, 
notwithstanding  his  irons,  ran  quickly  up,  jumping  upon  tiie 
scaffold.  He  then  took  off  his  white  cap  from  his  head,  and 
twirled  it  round  in  his  hand,  along  with  his  black  neckerchief,  as  if 
in  triumph,  while  the  multitude  gave  several  loud  cheers,  and  his 
feet  moved  as  if  he  were  dancing.  A  gentleman  on  the  scaffold 
stepped  up  to  him,  and  said,  ^'  So,  my  lad,  compose  yourself  and 
look  to  Qod  for  support,  and  don't  do  so ;"  to  which  he  answered,^ 
**  I  don't  care,  I've  done  nought  amiss."  He  was  at  length  per*' 
suaded  to  desist  from  any  further  display,  and  he  stood  composed 
while  the  rope  was  adjusted.  It  was  found  necessary  to  pinion- 
his  arms  tighter,  and  whilst  the  hangman  was  fastening  the  knot^ 
he  looked  up  and  said,  **  Give  me  plenty  of  drop,  and  do  not  let 
me  suffiar  much  punishment"  His  eyes  were  then  bound  round 
with  the  neckerchiel  Armstrong,  on  seeing  Hearson  act  thus, 
said,  '^I  will  have  none  of  that^"  and  coming  upon  the  scaffold, 
he  stood  peaceable  and  composed,  except  nodding  and  moving  to 
numbers  he  recognised  in  the  crowd.  He  threw  two  oranges 
away,  which  were  soon  taken  up.  Beck  and  Hearson  also  moved 
to  a  great  many  of  their  acquaintance. 

Beck  was  a  native  of  Wollaton ;  Hearson,  of  Nottingham ; 
and  Armstrong,  of  Pleasley,  near  Mansfield. 

That  dreadful  scourge,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  appeared  in  Not* 
tingham  early  this  year,  but  for  several  months  its  ravages  were 
OQi^ned  to  a  few  isolated  cases.  The  21st  March  was  set  apart  as 
a  public  fast  day,  and  Divine  service  was  held  in  the  various 
churches  and  diapels.  In  the  succeeding  four  months  but  few 
cases  were  known ;  but  in  August  the  epidemic  broke  out  with 
alarming  violence.  In  the  seven'  days  ending  the  24th  of  that 
month,  41  new  cases  were  r^q>orted  to  the  local  Board  of  Health, 
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18SS  Mid  18  deatha.     Hie  Boanl,  of  whidi  Mr.  T.  WdkaMd 

duumuui,  exerted  themadves  enetgedadlj  in  ^J**^^»g  tiM  p>o> 
gran  of  the  diMMa  Amongrt  other  meiM,  Ihtj  appomted  two 
nediml  men,  idio  were  folly  empkijed  lor  sone  weekly  niglit  md 
dftj,  in  TUBtii^  cholem  pedents  in  tlie  Meadow^Jato  aid  oidiflr 
exposed  parts  <^  the  town.  In  the  week  ending  September  8Ch, 
there  were  (2  new  eases,  and  33  deathsL  The  week  foUowing; 
the  eases  were  104,  and  the  deaths  36.  In  the  seven  dajs  ter- 
minating September  27th,  the  deaths  were  31,  sad  in  the  sei¥ea 
following  37.  From  this  time  the  epidemic  gradual^  Att^immA^ 
and  finally  ceased  in  NoTonber.  lliere  were  in  the  whole^  930 
attested  cases :  of  these  600  recovered,  and  330  died.  llwTiait*- 
tioQ  was  first  obsenred  in  Lees'-yard,  Nanow-manh,  and  it 
prafrailed  in  its  most  fatal  form  in  imperfectly  drained  and  iU 
ventilated  localities. 

Bat  a  Tery  short  interval  was  allowed  by  the  anthoritiea 
between  the  death  and  burial  of  the  Tictims;  so  short  indeed,  as 
to  create  an  erroneous  impression  in  the  minds  of  many  that  soma 
were  boned  alive.  Principally  by  the  generosity  of  Mr.  S.  Fox, 
who  was  a  very  acdye  member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the 
spadoos  place  of  sepoltare  adjoining  Beck-street^  known  as  ^  the 
(^kra  borial-groand,"  was  provided  lor  the  interments. 

We  select  the  following  from  the  records  ol  remarkable 
eases : — Fear  was  foond  a  great  predisposer  to  disease.  Eariy  in 
September,  Sergeant  Yariey,  idio  resided  in  Newark-lane,  beinc^ 
ill,  an  <M  friend,  Mr.  Wilcodc,  framesmith,  went  for  the  purpose 
ol  seeing  him,  bnt  hearing  that  lus  malady  was  cholera,  turned 
back  while  on  the  stairs,  retomed  home  in  a  state  of  oonsidarable 
alarm,  was  immediately  sdsed  with  the  disorder  himself,  and  both 
died  within  a  few  hoars  of  eadi  other. 

Mr.  John  Kale,  basket4naker,  of  South-street,  aged  33  years, 
and  lus  wife,  aged  21  years,  died  on  the  12th  of  October.  They 
were  both  in  perfect  health  when  they  arose  in  the  nKxmin|^  but 
soon  after,  the  wife  com[dained  of  betng  unwell ;  not  suspecting 
anything  materially  amiss,  he  went  <m  his  businem  to  Hucknall, 
and  on  returning  throu^  Bulwell  in  the  afternoon  was  taken  ill, 
and  was  so  bad  that  he  died  on  the  road,  and  so  rapid  was  the 
decomposition  of  the  body,  that  it  was  obliged  to  be  buried  the 
same  evening  at  Basford.  In  the  meantime,  the  wife  sickened, 
and  died  the  same  night,  of  cholera,  at  South-street,  in  Nottingham, 
leaTing  an  orphan,  about  a  year  old. 

Mrs.  Mugaret  Boee,  dt  Basford,  aged  55  years,  was  at  Bul- 
well on  Tuesday,  August  28th,  attending  the  funeral  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Seagrave,  of  that  place,  who  died  of  cholera,  and 
on  Wedeaday  morning,  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  returning  to 
Basford,  was  attacked  by  the  epidemic.  Notwithstanding  every 
assistance,  she  died  in  about  twelve  hours,  and  on  Thursday 
morning,  having  been  put  in  h*»  -^^lin  by  Mr.  Hemingway,  her 
medical  attendant,  so  dreaded  ^  '^sease,  no  <me  ooidd  be 
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foimd  to  carry  h«r  to  the  chorohyard^  Mr.  H.  therefore  under-  1832 
took  the  task,  and,  with  one  assiBtant,  carried  her  remainB  to  the 
churchyard,  where  she  was  interred,  and  two  hoars  after  the  graTe 
had  been  filled  up,  the  clergyman  read  the  burial  seryice,  in  the 
presence  of  her  relatives. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Nottingham  Board  of  Health 
was  £749,  exclusive  of  £200  given  to  the  patients  for  food, 
blankets,  kxx, 

JamiuMry  25. — ^A  numerous  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  raise  a 
subscription  to  widen  Chapel-bar,  l^  re-building  it  on  the  south 
side.  The  improvement  was  deemed  so  desirable  that  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  fund  amounted  to  about  £2,500,  and  the  work 
was  proceeded  with.  The  Corporation  gave  £500,  Lord  Middle- 
ton  £100,  a  Smith  k  Ca  £100,  J.  §.  Wright,  Esq.,  £63,  the 
Duke  of  Ruthmd  £50,  W.  R  Elliott^  Esq.,  £50,  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Robinson  £50,  and  the  Mayor  £20. 

March  18. — A  shocking  murder  was  committed  l^  Thomas 
Popple,'  a  joiner,  aged  55  years,  residing  in  BotUe-alley,  on  the 
body  of  his  child,  a  pretty  girl,  about  three  and  a  half  years  of 
age,  accompanied  l^  a  barbarous  attack  on  his  wife,  which  placed 
her  life  in  the  utmost  jeopardy. 

About  three  o'dook  in  the  morning  (Suxiday),  Popple  awoke 
his  wife,  who  was  twenty  years  younger  tiian  himael^  by  declaring 
that  he  would  have  something  to  drink,  and  she  at  once  offiared  to 
procure  what  he  required.  He  refused  her  assistance,  stating  iio 
would  fetch  it  himself,  and  telling  her  if  she  stirred  he  would 
murder  her.  A  light  was  burning  in  the  room,  and  to  her  alan% 
l^  his  getting  out  she  perceived  a  large  chisel  in  the  bed.  Im- 
mediatdy  he  left  the  apartment^  she  rose  with  an  idea  of  esd^nn^ 
but  Popple  hearing  her  movement^  came  bade  in  an  impetnoni 
rage,  and  brandishing  the  chisel,  commenced  an  attack  upon  her. 
She  defended  hersdf  a  long  time  with  a  rooking  chair,  and 
watching  her  opportunity,  at  length  seised  the  iron  part  of  the 
chisel ;  after  a  struggle^  the  handke  only  was  left  in  his  hand,  aad 
she  threw  the  other  part  of  the  tool  away.  Popple  then  took  up  m 
piece  of  deal,  about  four  inches  by  two  and  two  feet  long^  witk 
which  he  struck  her  severely  many  times,  she  vocifnating  ^  mur- 
der" as  loudly  as  she  could.  This  weapon  broke,  and  the  poor 
woman  manii^B;ed  to  get  into  another  room,  followed  however  by 
Popple,  who  grasped  the  leg  of  an  oak  dining-table  he  had  been, 
malang,  and  renewed  the  attack.  Though  almost  insensible  from 
the  blows  on  her  head,  she  succeeded  in  rolling  down  stairs^ 
having,  to  use  her  own  expression,  ''fought  l&e  a  dragon.'* 
Whether  he  followed  or  not,  she  could  not  say,  but  the  probability 
is  in  the  negative,  for  the  enraged  man  seems  to  have  turned  the 
current  of  his  fury  upon  the  little  girL  Lifting  her  up  by  the 
legs,  he  beat  her  head  upon  the  floor,  and  then  threw  her  down 
tl^  staircase.     He  subsequently  salUed  forth  into  the  stareiBt  with 
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1832  no  oilier  corering  than  lus  shirt,  and  was  taken  into  cuatody. 
He  was  tried  at  the  next  aasiaeai  on  the  chaige  ai  williil 
murder,  bot  being  proved  to  be  insane,  was  ofdored  to  be  kepi  m 
aafe  coatody  during  hie  Majee^a  pleaamneL  Hediedtencritprff 
jears  afterwards,  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Gbriton-^oad. 

April— The  Bev.  G.  Wilkini,  D.D.,  ^ipomted  by  tlie 
Ardibishop  of  York,  Archdeacon  of  the  Archdeaoonry  of 
Nottinghamshire,  void  by  the  resignation  of  the  Ber.  Dr.  Bainnr. 

April  14. — ^llie  utmost  anxiety  prevailed  lespwiiMg  tlw 
leaolt  of  the  motion  lor  the  second  reading  ol  the  Beionn  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Lnda.  In  the  coarse  of  the  day  (Sateiday), 
mannfactoren  rinsed  to  ^ve  oat  materials  to  thsir 
fearing  the  conseqaences  tluit  mi^t  lesolt  from  a  second  rgeetioii. 
At  three  minates  past  five^  the  joyfol  intelligenoe  arrived,  of  the 
modon  having  soooeeded,  and  tlM  hosiers  no  longer  hesitated  in 
resoming  basinesa  The  news  iras  broaght  by  a  gentleman  from 
the  Sun  newspaper  office,  who  travelled  in  an  open  chaise  with 
loar  horses  125  miles  in  less  than  nine  hoars  and  a  quarter ! 

May  15. — ^An  immense  pablic  meeting  was  held  in  the  Mar> 
kei^ilaoe,  the  Mayor  presiding  at  whidi  an  indignant  protest  was 
onanimoosly  adopted,  against  ''the  factioas  opposition''  in  hig^ 
places,  adverse  to  Beftmn,  whidi  had  just  led  to  the  resignatioii 
ol  the  €h«y  administnition :  **  sodi  opposition  originating  in  the 
■Mst  sordid  and  onpatriotic  motives."  Hie  diief  apeakas  were 
Lord  Bandiffe,  Colcmel  Wildman,  Mr.  Aldennan  Oldknow,  and 
Mr.  T.  BaUey. 

AToy  18w — Tliis  was  also  a  day  of  intense  excitement  Every 
aldioose  sign  in  the  town  with  the  name  or  portrait  of  King  or 
Qoeen  was  either  taken  down  or  besmeared  with  tar,  Boyalty 
beii^  for  the  moment  very  unpopular,  on  account  ol  his  Majesty 
having  as  it  was  alleged  through  petticoat  infiuence^  confided  tlM 
reins  of  government  to  the  Duke  of  WeUington.  However,  on 
the  receipt  of  the  news  that  the  Duke  was  unaUe  to  form  a 
Ministry,  and  that  Eari  Grey  had  been  recalled,  with  power  to 
create  as  many  new  peers  as  would  be  requisite  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  the  KU,  the  utmost  joy  was  manifested,  and  a  number 
of  sheep  were  puUidy  roasted  in  the  Market-place. 

June  4. — ^Tke  popular  enthusiasm  attained  its  dimax  on  re- 
ceipt of  an  ex|Nre88  from  the  S%m  office,  announcing  the  majority  ol 
84  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  in  the  Lords.  "Die  standud  was 
hoisted  on  the  summit^  the  Exchange;  two  small  [ueoes  of  <sM^»ym 
were  fired  repeatedly  in  the  Maricet-fJace;  bands  of  music  and 
small  processions  with  banners  paraded  the  town;  bonfires  were 
kept  up  till  midnight^  and  an  immense  amount  of  gunpowder  was 
ecqdoded.  But  pedhi^  the  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  rejoic- 
ings was  the  circumstance  that  every  church  bell  in  the  town  was 
set  in  vigCHTOUS  motion  during  the  day.     8^  '•  commenced ; 

then  BL  Peter's ;  then  th<-  nd  reel  t  Nidiolas's; 

and  lastly  the  beUs  of  &  St. . 
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August  6. — ^This  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  formal  cele-  1832 
bration  of  '^  the  triumph."    At  an  early  hour,  the  ringing  of  bells 
and  the  firing  of  guns  awakened  the  less  enthusiastic  from  their 
slumbers ;  and  at  nine,  a  procession  formed  in  the  Market-place 
and  along  Glumbeivstreet,  in  the  following  order : — 

Two  or  three  hundred  gentlemen  on  horseback,  four  abreast; 
several  hundred  persons  on  foot,  in  rows  of  eight  or  ten ;  Ilkeston 
band  in  blue  jackets  and  caps;  the  Beehive  Friendly  Society, 
wearing  medals ;  Hare  and  Hounds  Society,  with  a  flag ;  large 
tri-coloured  flag,  belonging  to  Mr.  Langford,  maltster ;  purple  fli^, 
pink  border ;  the  Smiths'  Union,  the  men  wearing  white  leather 
aprons,  and  bearing  a  laige  banner ;  a  union  jack ;  Society  of 
Farriers,  with  a  light  blue  flag ;  Black  Horse  Amicable  Societyi 
wearing  rosettes,  with  four  flags ;  Bull's  Head  Friendly  Society, 
with  two  tri-ooloured  flags;  Society  of  Shoemakers,  with  large 
purple  banner ;  dari^-coloured  flag,  with  tri-ooloured  edge ;  band 
of  music ;  a  boy,  working  a  two-needle  stocking  frame,  built  for 
the  occasion,  and  borne  by  four  men ;  members  of  the  committee^ 
on  horseback;  the  l^pographical  Society,  with  a  pink  flag;  a  plat- 
form, drawn  by  horses,  on  which  two  men  were  at  work  with  a 
printing-press,  the  bills  from  which,  commemorative  of  the  day, 
were  distributed  to  the  crowd ;  Manchester  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  members  in  full  r^;alia ;  eight  Lodge  flags  and  banners ;  Mr. 
H.  Leaver's  workmen,  with  a  purple  flag ;  Society  of  the  Boyal 
Children,  Castle-gate,  with  a  purple  and  blue  flag ;  Earl  Gr^ 
Friendly  Society,  with  a  crimson  and  yellow  flag ;  Mr.  Garton  s 
flag ;  workmen  in  Mr.  Aulton's  lace  factory,  with  crimson  flag ; 
Mr.  Aulton's  bobbin  and  carriage  makers,  with  a  tri-coloured  fli^ 
workmen  of  Mr.  Ash,  Poplar-plaoe,  with  tri-coloured  flag;  Society 
at  the  Half  Moon,  Carter-gate,  with  tri-coloured  flag ;  the  men 
from  the  Qas  works,  with  tri-coloured  flag ;  tri-ooloured  flag  from 
the  Bagged  Staff;  Mr.  Cooke's  yellow  flag ;  band  of  music;  Hope 
and  Anchor  Society,  with  tri-coloured  flag ;  Lodge  of  Ancient 
Druids,  the  members  wearing  medals  and  ribbons,  and  bearing 
three  fine  flags ;  open  carriage  to  receive  Sir  Thomas  Denman  and 
General  Ferguson,  drawn  by  six  grey  horses,  the  postilions  in 
purple  silk  jackets,  yellow  jockey  caps,  and  white  breeiches ;  Mem- 
bers of  the  Nottingham  Lnperial  Union  of  Odd  Fellows,  with  a 
number  of  Lodge  flags ;  band  of  music,  principally  members  of 
the  South  Notts.  Yeomanry  Cavalry  bcmd;  Members  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  their  sashes,  with  several 
flags;  purple  flag,  ''Independent  electors  of  Sneinton;"  several 
banners ;  Society  of  Tailors,  with  large  purple  banner ;  Society  of 
the  Ship  tavern,  with  tei-ooloured  flag;  band  of  music  from 
Beeston;  Members  of  the  Notts.  Political  Union,  with  four 
brilliant  flags ;  another  brass  band,  various  other  societies,  and 
thirty  or  forty  other  large  flags.  The  procession  closed  with  5,400 
boys,  bearing  about  fifteen  hundred  miniature  flags,  of  every  variety 
and  colour,  which  resembled  in  eflfoct  the  gay  appearance  of  a  rich 
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1832  bed  of  tulips  in  fall  bloom.      Most  of  the  large  flagi  and  benners 
were  new,  and  bore  appropriate  inacriptions. 

The  procession  moved  slowly  along  Clumber-street  and  Mil- 
ton-street^ then  turned  on  Charlotte^street^  back  by  Glaashouao- 
#treet  and  Broad-street,  down  Goose-gate,  Hockley,  uid  Sueinton- 
stmet^  through  Garter-gate,  Fisher-gate,  and  Bed  Lion-sq[aare  to 
the  Flood-road.  It  was  not  till  half-past  eloTen  that  the  iHiolo 
procession  had  got  without  the  town.  It  then  extended  fully  m 
mile  along  the  road,  and  oonsiBted  of  from  fifteen  to  twen^ 
thousand  persons.  The  signal  being  givoi  to  halt^  all  turned 
round,  and  returned  in  reversed  <»tier,  having  received  the  two 
Members  from  their  private  carriage  into  that  prepared  for  their 
reception.  The  procession  then  paased  up  Hodlow-stone,  by  St. 
Mary's  church  side,  along  the  Pavements,  up  Gastle^te  and 
Oastle-road,  down  PaA-street  and  Friar-lsAe  into  the  Market- 
place, going  up  Beastmarket-hill  and  turning  by  the  Long-row, 
and  forming  finally  in  a  compact  mass  near  the  Exchange,  Sir 
T.  Denman  and  Sir  B.  G  Ferguson  gave  addresses  trom,  the  Ex- 
change window,  and  the  political  pageant  disserved. 

The  juvenile  part  of  the  procession  was  subsequently  con- 
ducted into  Gieoige-street^  all  the  avoiues  into  whidi  had  been 
closed  by  barricades,  and  six  or  seven  thousand  were  each  presented 
with  a  penny  bun  and  a  small  mug  of  ale. 

About  four  hundred  gentlemen  dined  together,  at  seven  in 
the  evening,  in  the  Exchange  HalL  Mr.  T.  Wakdfield  predded, 
and  the  speakers  were  Lord  Viscount  Lumley,  MP.,  8ir.  T. 
Denman,  Sir  R  G  Ferguson,  GoL  Cooper  Gardiner,  and  W.  F.  N. 
Norton,  Esq. 

The  festivities  terminated  with  a  magnificent  diiqfday  of 
fireworks. 

Hie  total  expense  attending  the  celebration  was  £1,066. 
The  subscription  that  had  been  raised  previously  amounted  to 
Xl,072;  the  balance  of  £6  was  presented  to  the  Nottingham 
Dispensary. 

Auguii  8. — A  special  jury,  at  the  Leicester  Assises,  awarded 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  the  sum  of  £21,000,  as  comp^isation 
from  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe  for  the  destruction  of  Nottingham 
OasUe. 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Heard  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  George  Harvey  and  Mr.  John  Bogers,  SheriAi 

Novmier  7. — ^Elevation  of  Sir  Thomas  Denman  to  the  Lord 
Chief  Justiceship  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Lord  Tenterden.  This  created  a  vacancy  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  town ;  but  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  followed 
almost  immediately. 

November  13.— Death  of  Mr.  Edmund  JbcU  a  distinguished 
townsman,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age  orded  of  him 

that  at  an  earl^  age  he  m^n^^^ited  an  ard  ^  to  liberty, 

dvil  and  religious ;  ai  evil  i  "^potif 
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with  unshaken  firmness,  and  with  an  unbending  integrity  of  pur-  1832 
pose  that  could  only  spring  from  rectitude  of  intention,  was 
always  ready  to  stand  forth,  a  staunch  and  devoted  advocate  of 
truth,  religion,  and  justice,  whenever  and  wherever  his  services 
were  required."  Brought  up  to  a  mechanical  business,  the  vparea 
of  a  laige  family  required  both  perseverance  and  industry  in  his 
avocation ;  nevertheless,  his  vigorous  mind  found  means  to  culti- 
vate and  enjoy  the  pleasures  which  arise  from  literary  and 
intellectual  sources,  as  a  work  entitled  Philosophical  iTiquirieSf 
and  several  original  productions  from  the  press,  bear  testimony. 
Having  also  a  predilection  for  the  Esculapian  art^  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  career  he  devoted  himself  to  prescribing  and  dispens- 
ing, in  understood  cases,  amongst  the  poorer  classes,  to  whom  his 
feeling  mind  never  put  the  inquiry,  '*  Shall  I  be  paidT  but 
generously  sacrificed  both  time  and  medicine  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  afflicted  and  indigent,  when  there  was  not  the 
most  distant  prospect  of  being  remunerated.  Hundreds  of  his 
poor  patients  could  attest  the  accuracy  of  his  iudgment,  his  use- 
fulness, kindness  of  heart,  and  the  success  wnich  attended  his 
practice  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Having  gratuitously 
vaccinated  many  thousands  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  the  socieiy 
of  the  London  Vaccine  Institution,  in  testimony  of  the  hi^  value 
they  placed  on  his  liberal  co-operation,  in  1822  elected  him  an 
honorary  member  of  their  society,  and  respectfully  requested  his 
acceptance  of  their  diploma.  For  his  benevolent  labours  in  the 
same  cause,  the  Corporation  presented  him,  in  1813,  with  the 
freedom  of  the  town,  exempt  from  charge,  an  earned,  w^  merited, 
an  honourable  token  of  their  approbation. 

December  10. — Borough  diection — ^nomination  of  candidates. 
Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow  and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield  nominated  General 
Ferguson;   Lord  Rancliffe  and  F.  Hart,  Esq.,  proposed  Lord 
Viscount  Duncannon ;  and  Mr.  James  Butlin  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Gell 
nominated  a  Tory  candidate  in  the  person  of  Capt.  James  Edward 
€k>rdon.     The  show  of  hands  was  greatly  in  £Ekvour  of  the  two 
former.     The  result  of  the  poll,  the  next  day,  was  as  follows  :— 
General  Ferguson  ...  ...     2399 

Lord  Duncannon  ...  ...     2349 

Captain  Gk>rdon   ...  ...  ...       976 

December  15. — ^Election  for  the  Northern  Division,  at  Mans- 
field.    Messrs.  H.  G.  Elnight  and  T.  Wakefield  nominated  Lord 
Lumley  (Whig);  Messrs.  F.  Hart  and  Wm.  Mason,  CoL  Gardiner 
(Whig) ;  and  Messrs.  L.  Rolleston  and  E.  XJnwin,  Thos.  Houlds- 
worth,  Esq.  (Tory).     The  poll  closed  on  the  18th,  as  follows : — 
Lord  Viscount  Lumley       ...  ...     1692 

Thomas  Houldsworth,  Esq....  ...     1373 

Colonel  J.  G.  Cooper  Gardiner  ...     1174 

December  17. — Election  for  the  Southern  Division.  J.  R 
Denison,  Esq.  (Whig),  and  Uie  Earl  of  Lincoln  (Tory),  were  re- 
turned unopposed. 

3h 
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1833. 

looo  February  .19. — Public  dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  cele- 

brate the  return  of  the  Whig  members.  Mr.  T.  Wak^eld 
presided,  and  Creneral  Ferguson,  Lord  Duncannon,  the  Mayor, 
Mr.  R.  Hopper,  and  Mr.  James  Morley,  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
after  proceedings. 

April  2. — Execution  of  William  Clayton,  aged  18,  in  front 
of  the  County  Cktol,  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Mr.  Samud  Kay. 

The  deed  was  committed  near  Sutton-cum-Lound,  onthe27tli 
of  the  previous  December.  Kay,  who  was  a  butcher  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances, had  been  to  Bawtry  market,  which  he  was  accustomed 
to  attend  with  meat,  and  set  out  on  his  return  home,  with  his 
horse  and  light  cart,  about  six  in  the  evening,  in  a  state  of  partial 
intoxication.  The  horse  and  cart  arriving  at  his  residence  in 
Sutton  without  a  driver,  a  search  was  made  for  the'  missing  man, 
and  his  body  was  found  the  next  day,  in  a  close  called  '*the  ^ver 
Toppings,"  lying  on  a  manure  heap,  near  three  haystacks.  A  knife 
had  evidently  been  stuck  in  his  neck,  under  the  ear,  as  fsLr  as  into  his 
mouth,  and  then  forcibly  turned  roimd  in  the  wound,  exactly  as  a 
butcher  would  kill  a  sheep.  The  pockets  of  the  deceased  had  been 
rifled  of  their  contents. 

Kay  was  41  years  of  age,  and  a  stout  and  strong  man,  so 
that  at  first  it  was  conjectured  that  more  than  one  person  was 
implicated  in  his  murder.  His  neighbours  offered  a  reward  of  £50 
for  the  discovery  of  the  perpetrators,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
offered  £100  in  addition.  Mr.  Etches,  an  intelligent  police  officer 
of  Doncaster,  was  the  successful  party.  Suspicion  fell  upon 
Clayton,  not  from  his  ha^-ing  been  seen  with  Kay  on  the  evening 
of  ^e  murder,  but  from  the  circumstance  of  his  spending  profusely 
a  comparatively  large  sum  of  money  for  one  in  his  sta^on,  being 
merely  a  butcher's  lad.  The  discovery  of  two  watch  keys  in 
his  possession,  and  subsequently  of  a  watch,  known  to  have  been 
the  property  of  the  murdered  man,  strengthened  the  suspicion, 
and  though  the  coroner's  jury  had  refused  to  charge  him  with  the 
deed,  not  thinking  the  evidence  sufficient,  Clayton  was  taken  into 
custody  and  committed  for  trial,  the  nails  on  his  boots  having  been 
found  to  correspond  with  the  footmarks  where  the  struggle  had 
taken  place  in  the  field. 

Clayton  was  tried  at  the  County  Hall,  before  Lord  Denman, 
on  the  20th  of  March,  and  found  guilty.  Friday,  the  22nd,  was 
the  day  first  appointed  for  his  execution,  but  the  judge  granted  a 
respite  till  the  2nd  of  April. 

He  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  J  """^  ^»-ooks,  at  that  time 
vicar  of  Clarborough,  in  whose  servic^  *or  a  short  time 

been,  and  who  succee-'   '  "-   i^nir  a  confession  of 


THE  NOTTINQUAM   DATE-BOOK.  415 

guilt  He  stated  further,  that  he  was  induced  by  Kay  to  acoom- 
pauy  him,  under  the  idea  of  meeting  a  female  at  the  haystacks. 
On  approaching  the  spot,  Kay  called  out,  as  though  inquiring  if 
she  was  there.  Receiving  no  answer,  Kay  made  overtures  to  him 
of  a  nameless  character ;  that  they  were  rejected,  and  a  struggle 
ensued ;  this  was  renewed,  and  Kay  fell ;  Clayton  dix>pped  with 
his  knee  upon  him,  and  at  the  instant  drew  forth  his  butcher's 
knife,  and  stabbed  him  in  the  neck.  Kay  rose,  staggered  to  the 
manure  heap,  and  there  felL  Clayton  hurried  homeward,  and  by 
the  way  resolved  to  abscond.  He  therefore  turned  back,  and  de- 
termined to  rob  the  deceased,  as  he  should  want  money  to  aid  him 
in  his  flight  He  took  from  the  body  two  sovereigns,  a  half- 
sovereign,  and  a  handful  of  silver,  and  sJso  his  watch  and  pocket 
handkerchief.  He  then  searched  for  the  knife,  which  he  had 
dropped  in  the  struggle,  and  sticking  it  into  the  ground,  stamped 
it  beneath  the  surface.  He  reached  home,  he  added,  about  nine 
o'clock.  The  knife  was  found  some  months  afterwards,  in  the 
precise  situation  Clayton  had  indicated ;  and  the  handkerchief 
was  discovered  hid  in  his  father's  haystack. 

The  convict  was  tolerably  Arm  on  the  scaffold ;  and  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Brooks  addressed  the  spectators  in  his  behalf.  His  corpse 
was  buried  in  the  upper  felons'  yard,  with  the  inscription  over  his 
grave,  "W.  C,  1833." 

Clayton  was  a  native  of  Bulwell,  but  when  eight  years  of 
age  removed  with  his  father  to  Clarborough. 

May  30. — Mr.  David  Musson  Jackson  appointed  governor  of 
the  House  of  Correction,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Rainbow,  de- 
ceased ;  and  M!r.  William  Barnes  chosen  to  succeed  Mr.  Richard 
Birch,  deceased,  as  Mayor's  sergeant  and  head  constable. 

Jvly  24. — Richard  Lo water  was  tried  at  the  Town  Hall,  be- 
fore Mr.  Justice  Taunton,  for  the  murder  of  Richard  Elliott 

It  was  stated  at  the  trial  that^  on  the  night  of  June  25  th,  in 
a  struggle  for  the  possession  of  a  gun  it  was  accidentally  dis- 
charged, and  Elliott  fell  mortally  wounded.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  manslaughter,  and  Lowater  was  sentenced  to  a  year's 
imprisonment 

Atigust  27. — ^About  half -past  three  in  the  afternoon,  an  alarm- 
ing fire  broke  out  in  the  premises  on  the  south  side  of  Peter- 
gate,  occupied  as  a  hat  manufactory  by  Mr.  George  Carey,  junr. 
Some  of  his  journeymen  had  been  drinking,  and  were  playing 
pranks  with  one  another,  and  in  a  sc\iffle  managed  to  overturn  a 
vessel  of  inflammable  liquid.  Everything  in  the  room  was  im- 
mediately in  a  blaze,  and  the  men  themselves  were  burnt  about 
the  legs  in  rushing  away.  With  a  rapidity  almost  inconceivable 
the  flames  spread  throughout  the  entire  building;  and  though 
four  or  five  engines  were  quickly  at  work,  nothing  was  saved  from 
destruction  but  a  portion  of  the  outer  walls.  A  detachment  of 
the  35th  Regiment  of  Foot  preserved  order.  At  seven  in  the 
evening,  while  parts  of  the  walls  deemed  dangerous  w«re  being 
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1888  polled  dowD,  a  yotmg  man  named  Benjamin  Lacaa^  a  boOder,  who 
had  been  extremely  active,  fell  from  the  roof  d  an  adjoining 
building  through  his  foot  slipping  on  the  tiles,  and  so  fraciored 
has  skidl  that  he  shortly  afterwards  died. 

SepUmber  13. — ^A  grand  Masonic  festiTal  at  the  Exchange 
HaH  Odon^  Wildman  presided ;  supported  on  his  right  by  hia 
Boyal  Hig^ess  the  Duke  of  Sussex  and  LcMrd  Banoiiffe,  and  on 
Us  left  by  LcMrd  Churchill  and  John  Heard,  Esq.,  Mayor. 

September  18.— Hie  Rev.  W.  Butler  elected  head  master  of 
the  Free  (htunmar  SchooL 

September  29. — Mr.  Alderman  Wm.  Soar  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  Thomas  Roberts  and  Mr.  T.  Bish(^  junr.,  ^erifh. 

December  17. — ^A  very  severe  gale  occasioned  the  death  of  an 
annable  and  much  respected  lady.  Mrs.  Payne,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
tSamuel  Fbyne,  solicitor,  was  returning  from  the  town  to  her  rsai- 
denoe  in  Ropewalk-street,  the  Flark,  about  <me  o'clock,  when  the 
nrden  wall  of  Mr.  James  WalUs,  (now  the  residenoe  of  Mr.  J. 
Bw  CHbson,)  within  a  short  distance  of  her  own  house^  was  Uown 
down,  and  she  was  overthrown  and  crushed  to  death. 


1834 

1834  FAruairy  1. — About  nine  o'clock  this  morning,  some  of  the 

brown  nets  in  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Livingston  k  Cheetham, 
Hounds-gate,  accidentally  caught  fire.  Though  the  flames  were 
veiy  soon  extinguished  by  the  prompt  assistance  of  the  nogb- 
boiunB,  £700  danoAge  was  inflicted. 

Jvly  18. — ^Lord  Duncannon  announced  to  the  electors  his 
Tetirement  from  the  representation  of  the  town  in  Parliament. 

Jfdy  22  h  23. — Cricket  match,  at  Cambridge,  between  ^even 
of  that  city  and  the  same  number  of  Nottin^am.  The  Notting- 
ham players,  Barker,  Heath,  Day,  Jarvis,  Clark,  Good,  Wood- 
ward, Garratt^  Redgate,  Oscroft,  and  Rothera,  won,  with  150  nuui 
to  spare. 

J%dy  23. — Nomination  of  candidates  at  the  Exchange  Hall. 
Mr.  G.  Gill  proposed  WUliam  Eagle,  Esq.  (Radical),  of  Leighton 
Hall,  Suflblk,  seconded  by  Mr.  B.  Boothby,  jimr. ;  and  Sir  John 
Gam  Hobhouse,  Bart  (Whig),  was  nominated  by  Lord  Rancliffe 
and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield.  The  show  of  hands  was  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Eagl& 

The  poll  was  taken  on  the  24th  and  25th,  at  four  booths 
in  the  Market-placa     It  closed  as  follows : — 

Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse  ...  ...     1591 

Mr.  Eagle  ,..  ...  ...       566 

M       •  '  ...     1025 
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Jidy  23. — ^Execution  of  William  Hinckley,  in  front  of  the   1834 
House  of  Correction,  for  the  murder  of  his  wifa 

Hinckley  was  a  I>erby  man,  residing  in  Bold*lane,  and  was 
31  years  of  aga  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  waa  Fanny  Young, 
was  a  native  of  Matlock.  They  were  married  in  1824.  She  was 
a  particularly  neat  and  cleanly  woman, — qualities,  however,  which 
her  brutal  partner  did  not  seem  to  appreciate,  for  his  ill  usage 
soon  compelled  her  to  leave  him,  and  she  came  to  reside  in  Not- 
tingham. She  entered  the  service  of  a  butcher,  as  his  housekeeper, 
but  quitted  it  on  his  marriage,  and  began  to  cohabit  with  a  joiner 
named  Bull,  with  whom  dbe  resided  in  lodgings  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Peck,  a  confectioner,  in  Beck-lane,  until  the  Christmas  before 
her  death,  when  she  lef t^  professedly  to  go  to  Derby  on  a  visit  to 
a  sister ;  for  the  Pecks  were  unaware  of  the  fact  that  she  was  a 
married  woman  until  the  day  of  the  murder.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  she  returned  to  her  husband,  and  lived  with  him  in  m 
small  house  furnished  for  them  by  hia  parents.  While  he  followed 
the  avocation  of  a  day  labourer,  she  opened  a  small  cook's  sh(^ 
which  was  well  frequented. 

On  Monday,  June  2Srd,  Hinckley,  returning  from  the  labour 
of  the  day,  found  his  home  deserted,  the  woman  having  not  only 
carried  off  her  own  apparel,  but  also  portions  of  his,  and  every- 
thing she  conveniently  could.  His  suspicions  and  inquiries  led 
him  to  infer  that  she  had  gone  to  Nottingham.  Accordingly,  on 
the  27th,  he  walked  the  sixteen  miles,  and  traced  her  to  her  old 
paramour's  lodgings  in  Beck-lane.  An  altercation  ensued,  and  in 
the  height  of  his  phroisy,  he  drew  his  knife,  and  commenced  so 
ferocious  and  persevering  an  attack,  that  when  Mr.  Peck,  who  was 
at  dinner  in  the  room  below,  hearing  the  woman  scream,  rushed 
upstairs,  he  found  him  cutting  and  hacking  at  her,  regardless 
whether  he  cut  head,  neck,  arms,  ot  face.  Peck  could  not  induce 
him  to  desist,  and  struggled  with  him  ineffectually  for  nearly^  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  At  length,  attracted  by  Ptek's  cries  <^ 
*'  murder,"  a  constable  named  Burrows  arrested  his  ann,  and  took 
him  into  custody.  He  had,  however,  to  strike  him  with,  his  staff 
several  times  on  the  arm,  and  once  over  the  Jhead,  before  he  would 
desist  from  stabbing  her. 

The  evidence  was  so  conclusive,  that  when  arraigned  at  the 
bar,  before  Sir  W.  K  Taunton,  on  the  21st  of  July,  he  was  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death.  He  was  executed  as  stated,  and 
his  body  was  interred  in  the  felons'  yard  of  the  Town  Gku)L 

August  l.^-Celebration  of  negro  emancipation,  800,000  slaves 
in  the  British  colonies  this  day  receiving  their  freedom.  Many.cC 
the  shops  in  the  principal  parts  of  the  town  were  closed.  Public 
tea  parties  in  connection  with  all  the  Dissenters'  chapels  wero 
held :  and  the  Sunday  school  children  of  most  of  them  regaled 
with  cake  and  wina 

August  26  &  27. — ^The  return  cricket  match  was  played  on 
Nottingham  Forest,  between  eleven  of  Cambridge  and  eleven  of 


418  TBUE  NOTTINaHAM  DATS-BOOK. 

1834  Nottingham.  Cambridge  scored  29  and  85,  and  Nottingham  228 
in  one  innings. 

September  3  — The  General  Bi^tist  chapel  in  Stoney-street, 
having  been  considerably  enlarged,  was  re-opened  for  Divine  ser- 
vice, by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Mursell,  of  Leicester,  and  the  Bev.  T. 
Stevenson,  of  Loughborough.     The  collections  exceeded  £100. 

September  8,  9,  10,  <&  1 1. — Cricket  match  at  the  Hyde  Park 
ground,  Sheffield,  between  Nottingham  and  Sheffield.  Nottingham, 
only  innings,  162;  Sheffield,  first  88,  second  51,  total  139.  The 
victors  were.  Good,  Heath,  Barker,  Jervis^  Oscroft,  Garratt^ 
Rothera,  Redgate,  Woodward,  Clark,  and  Henscm. 

September  29. — Mr.  C.  L.  Morley  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
Charles  Leavers  and  Mr.  John  Birkhead,  Sherifis. 

These  were  the  last  appointments  under  the  ancient  Charter; 
and  Mr.  Morley  continued  in  office  until  the  coming  into  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  for  Municipal  Reform. 

Girls'  National  School-room,  Barker-gate^  erected. 


1835. 

1835  Jcmuary  26. — Nomination  to  supply  a  vacancy  in  the  Junknr 

CounciL     The  candidates  were  Mr.  William  Parsona  and  Mr. 
Edmund  Percy.     Both  candidates  being  young  men  of  the  legal 
profession,  and  of  highly  respectable  Conservative  &unilies,  the 
contest  which  followed  excited  more  than  usual  interest. 

The  polling  continued  five  days,  with  varying  success.  Every 
exertion  was  put  forth,  as  if  to  render  this,  the  last  election  be- 
fore Municipal  Reform,  the  most  memorable  of  any.     Money  was 
lavishly  disbursed,  outvoters  were  brought  in  from  Birmingham, 
Worcester,  Leicester,  and  all  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  the 
bustle  and  excitement  were  beyond  all  precedent,  excepting  two 
or  three  of    Mr.  Birch's  elections.     The  poll  finally  closed  as 
foUows : — 

Mr.  Edmund  Percy  ...  ...     1437 

Mr.  William  Parsons  ...  ...     1356 


Majority  ...         81 

FebrtKxry  5. — Shortly  after  eight  in  the  evening,  a  fire  brdke 
out  on  the  premises  in  Shaw's-lane,  Parliament-street,  occupied  by 
Mr.  Cross,  with  naves,  spokes,  &c,,  as  a  wheel  manufactory. 
Effective  assistance  was  immediately  rendered,  and  though  the 
confiagration  was  at  one  time  very  alarming,  the  damage  was 
limited  to  about  £120. 

Ff^bfrwmf, — William  Reader,  Esq.,  resigned  the  office  of 
Deputy  Recorder,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew  Amos,  Esq. 

Mcurck  18. — Formation  of  the  Nottingham  and  Nottingham- 
shire Fire  and  Life  Assurance  Company. 
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March  28; — About  midnight,  a  destructive  fire  was  ob-  1835 
8ei*ved  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Drury,  druggist,  Carlton-street^ 
The  engines  were  quickly  at  work,  but  it  was  not  till  half-past 
one  that  the  flames  were  extinguished.  Mr.  Drury's  stock-in- 
trade  was  entirely  destroyed,  and  some  injury  was  inflicted  upon 
that  of  his  neighbours,  Messrs.  Parker,  Glover,  &  Dearden. 

March  31.— Henry  Gaily  Knight,  Esq.,  elected  M.P.  for 
North  Nottinghamshire,  in  the  place  of  Lord  Viscount  Lumley, 
now  Earl  of  Scarbrough. 

April  3. — Owing  to  the  plentiful  harvest  of  the  previous 
summer,  the  price  <^  wheat  in  Nottingham  market  was  38&  per 
quarter. 

April  24. — ^Re-election  of  Sir  J.  0.  Hobhouse,  without  oppo- 
sition, on  the  nomination  of  Lord  Kandiffe  and  Mr.  T.  Wakefidd. 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  vacated  his  seat  by  accepting  office  in  the 
Melbourne  Administration,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Control 
He  had  been  previously  Chief  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests. 

Mcnf  4. — Fatal  pugilistic  encounter  on  Mapperley  Plains,  be- 
tween two  young  men,  named  Austin  and  Lupton.  It  arose  in 
a  great  measure  from  their  rivalry  in  their  attentions  to  a  young 
woman,  servant  at  a  publio-house  -  in  Woolpack-lane,  who  had 
declared  her  intention  of  viewing  favourably  whichever  might 
prove  the  victor.  The  encounter  was  so  obstinate,  that,  at  the 
end  of  two  hours,  Lupton  was  rendered  insensible,  and  died  soon 
after. 

June  19.— Died,  at  his  seat,  Wollaton  Hall,  H.  Willoughby, 
Lord  Middleton,  aged  74  year&  He  was  succeeded  by  his  cousin, 
Digby  Willoughby,  Esq.,  of  the  R<^al  Navy. 

Auguit  25. — ^Fearful  thunder  storm,  accompanied  by  a  tre- 
mendous fall  of  ram  and  haiL  It  commenced  about  half-past 
eleven  in  the  morning,  and  continued  nearly  an  hour.  As  usual 
at  such  visitations,  the  watercourses  were  choked  up,  and  many 
streets  had  all  the  appearance  of  rivers.  A  few  instances  will 
serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  whole.  In  St.  Peter's^quare  the 
flood  was  front  one  to  three  feet  deep.  In  Wheeler-gate  many  of 
the  cellars  and  lower  apartments  were  half  filled,  and  in  one  in 
particular,  occupied  by  a  baker  named  Whatton,  the  tenant  and 
his  wife  were  at  one  moment  in  actual  danger  of  being  drowned. 
The  lower  part  of  Hounds-gate  was  in  much  the  same  position, 
the  house  of  Mr.  L.  Samuels,  for  example,  having  a  depth  of 
nineteen  feet  of  the  insinuating  element  in  its  basement.  Great 
damage  was  also  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  of  Carrington-street, 
the  Meadow-plats,  Beck-street,  and  other  localities.  'Hie  electric 
fluid  struck  several  buildings ;  and  at  Basford  occasioned  the  death 
of  Mr.  Lomas,  of  Parson's- flat. 

August  27. — The  Archbishop  of  York,  attended  by  G.  H. 
Yemen,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Chancellor  of  the  diocese.  Dr.  WiUdns, 
Archdeacon,  and  J.  Buckle,  Esq.,  Begistrar,  consecrated  the  new 
burial  ground,  known  as  "  the  Cholera,"  or  St  Ann'sw 
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1835  Augnsi  27,  28,  &  29. — Cricket  match  at  Brighton,  between 

Nottingham  and  Sussex.  Sussex  scored  94  and  65 ;  and  their 
opponents,  74  and  88,  with  two  wickets  to  go  down.  The  victors 
were  Barker,  Day,  Bothera,  Woodward,  Jervis,  Clark,  Redgate, 
Gkxxi,  Parr,  Carratt,  and  Heath. 

September  7,  8,  &  9. — ^The  return  matdi  came  off  on  the 
Forest  ground.  About  forty  ale-booths  were  erected,  and  the 
attendance  was  nearly  as  numerous  as  at  the  Baoes.  Our  towns- 
men were  again  the  conquerors.  Sussex  scored  98  and  42 ;  and 
Nottingham  81  and  60,  with  three  wickets  to  go  down. 

September  9. — ^Municipal  Reform  Act  passed,  and  on  Not. 
9th  the  town  was  divided  into  wards,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  The  division  was  effected  by  R  T.  fisher,  Esq.,  and 
D.  C.  Moylan,  Esq.,  barristers-at-law. 

November  26. — Opening  of  the  continuation  of  the  Notting- 
ham canal  from  the  comer  of  Poplar  to  Sneinton  Hermitaga 

December  26. — First  electionr  of  a  Town  Council,  under  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act.  The  returns  were  as  follows: — 
^  Arm's  Ward-^-G.  Cai^ey,  J.  Hedderly,  a  Bean,  W.  Shaipe, 
BL  Scorer,  and  W.  Surplice.  Byron — H.  Frearson,  W.  Aulton, 
N.  Bamsdall,  R  Sutton,  J.  Rogers,  and  C.  L.  Morley.  SL  Mofn/a — 
R  Morley,  T.  Roberts,  H.  Leaver,  a  Wakefield,  Dr.  Howitt,  and 
W.  Yickers.  Exchcmge—Y.  K  Shipley,  J.  Bradshaw,  J.  Whyatt, 
W.  Roworth,  Dr.  Williams,  and  J.  Armitage.  CaeOe—T.  Wake- 
field, F.  Hart,  J.  Brewster,  T.  H.  Smith,  Dr.  Payne,  and  W. 
Cutts.  Podt— O.  T.  Oldknow,  B.  Boothby,  junr.,  T.  Close,  J. 
Heard,  R  Sands,  and  W.  Parsons.  Shertoood — J.  Mills,  M. 
Oedling,  junr.,  T.  Guilford,  J.  Swann,  J.  Hicklin,  and  S.  Bennett. 

Amongst  them  were  several  members  of  the  former  Corporate 
body,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  O.  T.  Oldknow,  had  more  votes  recorded 
in  lus  favour  than  any  other  of  the  forty-two. 

Deoember  31. — ^l^rst  meeting  of  the  Town  CounciL  Dr.  Pftyne 
and  Mr.  Armitage,  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  having  a 
conscientious  objection  to  make  the  declaration  provided  by  the 
statute,  could  not  take  their  seats.  Messrs.  F.  Hart,  C.  L.  Mor- 
ley, J.  Heard,  J.  Wells,  Dr.  Blake,  H.  Leaver,  W.  Roworth,  W. 
Howitt,  J.  Nixon,  W.,  Soars,  J.  Wilson,  J.  Newton,  T.  L. 
Bradley,  and  G.  Carey  were  appointed  Aldermen.  Mr.  Hart 
presided. 


1836. 

1836  Jawaary  1. — First  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wakefield  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  Henry  Enfield, 
Town  Clerk ;  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas  Fellows,  Treasurer ;  and  Mr. 
Henry  Moses  Wood,  Sheriff 
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The  number  of  voters  on  the  Burgess  roll  at  this  date  was,    1836 
in  SL  Ann's  Ward,  277 ;    Byron,  299 ;    Castle,  377 ;    Exchange, 
368 ;  St,  Mofry's,  245  ;  Farh,  435  ;  Shenoood,  326. 

January  15. — Mr.  John  Bradley  elected  an  Alderman  in  th« 
place  of  Mr.  Nixon,  who  had  declined  acceptance  of  the  office. 

January  18. — ^The  election  of  Aldermen,  and  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Payne  and  Mr.  Armitage,  created  a  number  of  vacancies  in 
the  Council,  which  were  thus  filled  up : — St  Ann's  Ward — Mr. 
Joseph  Frearson.  Byron — Mr.  William  Musham.  Castle — Mr. 
John  Nunn  and  Mr.  James  Tomlinson.  JBxchange — Mr.  Thomas 
Bailey  and  Mr.  George  Hopkinson.  St,  Mary's — Mr.  Creorge 
Eddowes.     Park — Mr.  John  Birkhead. 

February  17. — An  inquest  was  held  before  Mr.  Dunn,  Coroner, 
on  the  body  of  a  much  respected  townsman,  Mr.  Thomas  Gibson 
Medlam,  aged  66  years,  who  had  been  missing  since  the  night  of 
the  21st  of  January.  His  mysterious  absence  had  given  rise  to 
the  most  painful  surmises,  unfortunately  confirmed  by  the  finding 
of  his  corpse  in  the  canal,  near  the  basin  at  the  Seven  Arches. 
It  was  inferred  that  he  had  committ^  suicide  under  the  influence 
of  deep  mental  depression,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  a  very 
intimate  friend. 

March  11. — ^The  career  of  a  young  gentleman  of  considerable 
promise,  Mr.  George  Hopkinson,  junr.,  attorney,  was  suddenly 
closed  by  a  lamentable  accident  He  was  taking  equestrian  exer- 
eise  on  the  Derby-road,  when  the  horse  took  fright^  and  becoming 
unmanageable,  galloped  down  the  hill  at  a  fearful  rate,  and  threw 
him  with  great  violence,  near  the  junction  of  Parliament-street 
and  Chapel-bar.     He  survived  but  a  few  minutes. 

March  17. — Mr.  Henry  Moses  Wood  elected  an  Alderman 
in  the  place  of  C.  L.  Morley,  Esq.,  deceased. 

March  30. — Execution  of  Richard  Smith  alicu  Jones,  aged 
45  years,  for  committing  a  rape  on  the  person  of  Mary  Green. 

Jones,  as  his  name  is  supposed  to  have  been  properly,  was  a 
native  of  London,  and  of  respectable  parentage.  He  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  jeweller,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  servitude, 
commenced  business  on  his  own  account,  in  New-street-square, 
near  Fettei>lane.  After  a  few  years  he  failed,  and  was  obliged  to 
retire  into  the  country.  He  was  married,  but  had  no  chSdren. 
He  went  to  Liverpool  and  Huddersfield,  but  not  succeeding,  in 
March,  1835,  he  came  to' Nottingham,  and  opened  a  small  shop  for 
drapery  in  Carrington-street  Mary  Green,  14  years  of  age,  was 
in  his  domestic  service,  and  she  stated  in  evidence  that  between 
ten  and  eleven  in  the  night  of  July  23rd,  when  no  one  else  was  in 
the  house,  Jones  plied  her  with  brandy  and  water,  into  which  .  ^ 
some  narcotic  had  been  introduced,  and  during  her  consequent 
insensibility,  violated  her  person. 

His  trial  could  not  take  place  till  the  14th  of  March,  so  that 
he  had  to  lie  in  gaol  about  eight  months.  Upon  the  jury  deliver- 
ing their  verdict  ''guilty,"  he  was  overcome  with  astonishment, 

3i 
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1 836  having  been  led  to  confidently  anticipate  an  acquittal  He,  how- 
ever, soon  recovered  his  former  composure,  and  heard  the  sententie 
unmoved.  Gi*eat  efforts  were  subsequently  made  to  induce  the 
Judge,  Sir  John  Bosanquet,  to  save  his  life,  but  without  success. 
He  made  strong  and  repeated  protestations  of  his  innocence.  At 
the  place  of  execution  (a  platform  outside  the  wall  of  the  House 
of  Correction),  almost  at  the  last  moment,  with  the  rope  around 
his  neck  and  secured  to  the  beam,  he  exclaimed  with  a  loud  and 
firm  voice,  "  Gentlemen,  fellow  countrymen,  I  die  innocent,  I  die 
innocent;  may  God  have  mercy  on  my  souL"  Many  voices 
responded  "  Amen,"  in  the  midst  of  which  he  resumed,  ^*  I  die 
through  perjury ;  I  die  innocent."  The  cap  was  then  drawn  over 
his  face,  and  the  drop  descended.  His  corpse  was  interred  at  seven 
in  the  evening  in  St.  Nicholas's  burial-ground. 

April  4. — Easter  Monday.  A  public  dinner,  for  which 
great  preparation  had  been  made,  was  given  at  the  Exchange 
Booms,  to  Daniel  O'Connell,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Dublin.  It  was  in- 
tended "  to  testify  the  high  regard  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  this 
district  hold  his  eminent  public  services,  and  to  express  their 
anxious  desire  that  full  and  complete  justice  may  be  done  to  the 
Irish  nation,  and  thd  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  cemented,  by  an 
equal  participation  in  the  benefits  of  British  laws  and  British 
justice."  Mr.  O'Connell  was  met  on  the  London-road  by  a  large 
procession,  with  flags,  banners,  and  music  He  was  drawn  in  an 
open  carriage  with  out-riders,  up  Hollow-stone^  and  along  the 
Pavements,  Castle-gate,  Castle-road,  and  Park-street,  into  the 
Market-place.  Messrs.  B.  Boothby,  W.  Howitt,  G.  Gill,  and  R 
Sands  sat  with  him.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  at  the  Exchange, 
"  the  Great  Agitator"  advanced  to  the  large  front  window,  where 
a  projecting  platform  had  been  erected,  and  delivered  a  long  and 
characteristic  address.  The  n umber  of  people  present  was  variously 
estimated;  it  certainly  exceeded  20,000.  At  the  subsequent 
banquet,  the  Mayor  presided,  and  the  chief  speakers  were  Mr. 
O'Connell,  Lord  Rancliffe,  General  Ferguson,  Colonel  Wildman, 
and  Colonel  Thompson,  M.P. 

May  1. — By  the  operation  of  the  Act  for  Municipal  Eaformy 
the  magistrates  of  the  old  Corporation  were  superseded  by  other 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  nominated  by  the  Town  Council,  and 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  These  were,  Francis  Hart^ 
Esq.,  John  Heard,  Esq.,  Thomas  Close,  Esq.,  Richard  Morley,  Esq., 
Charles  Paget,  Esq.,  John  Wells,  Esq.,  Thomas  Marriott^  ^Esq., 
Thomas  Wakefield,  Esq.,  Micah  Gedling,  Esq.,  James  Nixon,  Esq., 
William  Soars,  Esq.,  and  William  Ro worth,  Esq. 

May  12. — Mr.  Michael  Browne,  solicitor,  elected  Coroner. 

May  19. — The  Royal  assent  given  to  the  Nottingham  Cemetery 
Bill. 

Jtdy  8. — Introduction  of  the  New  Poor  Law.  The  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Nottingham  Union  held  their  first  meeting. 
Mr.   G.  Eddowes  was  appointed  chairman,   and   Mr.   Absalom 


THB  KOTTINOHAU    DATK-DODX.  423 

Bamett)  Clerk.     The  inmates  of  St  Nicholas's  and  St.  Peter's   1836 
poorhouses  were  removed  to  St  Mary's,  the  most  commodious  of 
the  three,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  month.     There  were  34 
from  the  former,  and  20  from  the  latter. 

Septemher  12. — Samuel  Redgate,  of  Nottingham,  the  celebrated 
bowler,  played  a  cricket  match  with  eleven  of  the  Kensington 
club,  and  won  it  by  14.  Redgate  scored  7  in  his  first  innings, 
and  17  in  the  second.  The  Kensington  (New  Radford)  players 
•oored  3  and  7  !     No  less  than  five  of  them  appeared  thus  0-M). 

November  1. — The  Municipal  election.  For  St  Ann's  Ward, 
Mr.  Henry  Scorer  and  Mr.  William  Surplice.  Byron,  Mr.  Richard 
SKitton  and  Mr.  Robert  Seals.  Castle,  Mr.  John  Nunn  and  Mr. 
Gutta  Exchange,  Mr.  Edward  Wood  and  Mr.  James  Cropper. 
tSt  Mary's,  Mr.  A.  Wheatcroft  and  Mr.  S.  Adams.  Fork,  Mr. 
William  Parsons  and  Mr.  Robert  Sands.  Sherwood,  Mr.  Thomas 
Corali  and  Mr.  John  Hicklin. 

November  9. — Mr.  Richard  Morley  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
(leorge  Bacon,  Sheriff. 

November  26. — Alarming  and  destructive  fire  at  the  Exchange. 
On  the  19th  of  the  September  previous,  the  new  transpai'ent 
clodi:-dial  was  lighted  up  with  f^as,  but  the  piping  had  been  fixed 
with  so  little  discretion  that  it  became  ruptui^,  and  on  Friday 
night,  between  nine  and  ten,  it  is  inferred,  from  the  fact  of  the 
dock  then  standing,  the  work  of  destructi<m  commenced.  The 
prevailing  idea  was  simply  that  the  clock  had  not  been  wound  up 
as  usual,  and  thus  no  fears  as  to  the  existence  6f  any  other  cause 
were  entertained.  No  smoke,  or  fiame,  or  other  token  of  com- 
bustion was  observed  duiing  the  night ;  and  the  tenants  of  the 
shops  over  which  ruin  was  even  then  impending  retired  to  rest  in 
full  security,  and  awoke  at  their  customary  hour,  unaware  of  the 
astounding  fact  that  the  Exchange  was  on  fire. 

On  Saturday  morning,  about  ten  minutes  past  eight,  Mr.  F. 
Bestow,  painter,  son  of  the  landloixi  of  the  Feathers  Tavern 
(adjoining  the  north  side  of  the  large  room),  waited  upon  Mr. 
Barnes,  the  chief  constable,  who  resided  on  the  premises,  and  told 
him  that  there  was  a  strong  smell  of  fire  in  their  upper  rooms,  as 
from  burning  wood.  Proceeding  up  the  narrow  winding  staircase 
towards  the  top  of  the  building,  they  were  met  by  a  volume  of 
dense  and  stifling  smok^,  and  saw  at  once  the  magnitude  of  the 
threatened  eviL  Mr.  Griffin,  the  fire  engineer,  the  Corpoi*ation 
surveyor,  and  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  the  deputy  Mayor,  were  imme- 
diately sent  for.  In  a  very  short  time  the  alarm  became  general, 
and  the  streets  and  avenues  leading  to  the  Market-place  were 
crowded  with  persons  anxious  to  behold  the  fire,  the  hurry  and 
anxiety  of  the  scene  being  much  increased  by  its  being  market-day. 
Those  who  lived  on  either  side  of  the  large  room  at  once  made 
every  eiertion  to  save  their  property.  Beds,  bedding,  furniture, 
drapery  and  other  goods  were  thrown  out  of  the  windows  of 
Meisrs.  Watts,  Gresham,  Bestow,   Darkins,  and  Judd,  and  con- 
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1836  veyed  to  places  of  shelter ;  and  even  the  butchers  began  to  remore 
their  meat,  books,  desks,  &c.,  from  the  Shambles,  in  great 
confusion. 

In  the  meantime  smoke  was  seen  to  issue  from  the  roof,  just 
behind  the  statue  of  Justice,  but  no  flame  had. yet  appeared. 
Several  engines  had  arrived  by  a  quarter-past  nine,  but  theii 
inefficiency,  with  one  exception,  was  lamentable.  The  exception 
was  an  engine,  the  hose  of  which  was  played  by  Mr.  Griffin,  junr., 
from  off  the  roof  of  Mr.  Darkins'  house,  which  adjoined  the  large 
room  on  the  southern  side,  and  this,  together  with  the  wind  blow- 
ing from  the  south-east,  saved  that  side  entirely,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  portion  of  the  roof  of  one  room.  At  about  half-pcust 
nine,  a  portion  of  the  ceiling  at  the  west  end  of  the  large  room 
fell  in,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Soar,  builder,  narrowly  escaped  with  his 
life.  He  had  been  to  the  long  room  window,  which  fronts  the 
Markei-place,  and  had  scarcely  retired,  when  a  great  quantity  of 
burning  timber,  &c.,  fell ;  and  at  the  time,  the  general  opinion  of 
those  in  the  Market-place  was  that  he  was  buried  in  the  midst  of 
it  Up  to  this  time,  the  fire  had  been  so  confined  between  the 
roof  and  ceiling  of  the  large  room,  that  it  had  been  impossible  to 
reach  it,  except  in  a  few  places  where  the  slates  had  been  forced 
ofi*;  but  now  the  flames  rose  considerably  above  the  parapet,  and 
a  dark  and  heavy  mass  of  smoke  ascended.  Kedoubled  efibrts 
were  made  by  those  present,  and  many  persons  were  seen  on  the 
roof  with  various  implements,  breaking  through  it  to  get  at  the 
fire.  The  pipe  of  another  engine  had  been  raised  to  the  top  of 
Mr.  Gresham's  house ;  it  had  been  braught  from  Pickford's  wharf, 
being  on  its  way  from  London  to  Mrs.  Sherbrooke,  of  Oxton. 
This  engine  was  directed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Stevenson,  and  did  excel- 
lent service. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period,  the  greatest  activity  was 
displayed  in  every  direction  by  persons  conveying  goods  from  the 
Police  Office  and  the  adjacent  dwellings  :  order  being  maintained 
by  special  constables,  assisted  by  a  detachment  of  the  6th  Cara- 
bineers, from  the  Barracks.  The  Mayor,  the  Magistrates,  and 
many  of  the  Town  Council  were  actively  engaged  in  giving  direc- 
tions. About  a  quarter  before  ten  o'clock,  a  great  portion  of  the 
west  end  of  the  roof,  together  with  the  clock  bell  (weighing  9cwt. 
3qr8.)  and  works,  fell  into  the  large  room.  Several  persons  who 
were  within  the  large  window,  from  which  an  engine  was  being 
played,  were  much  aflrighted,  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  John  Day,  in 
his  hurry  to  avoid  danger,  overbalanced  himself  and  laid  hold  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Trueman,  in  consequence  of  which  they  both  rolled 
down  the  ladder  together.  The  fire  now  made  great  progress,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  a  part  of  the  roof  of  one  of  Mr.  Bestow's 
rooms  fell  in.  At  this  period  (ten  o'clock)  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  of  the  north  wing  seemed  inevitable.  A  long  ladder  was 
now  raised  in  front  of  Mr.  Bestow's,  from  which  Mr.  Ashcroft,  in 
conjunction  with  the  director  of  Mrs.  Sherbrooke's  engine,  was 
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able  in  a  short  time  to  extinguish  the  fire  in  the  room  last  alluded  1836 
to.  But  no  sooner  had  this  been  effected  than  the  roof  of  the 
apartment  to  his  right  (the  ladder  being  between  the  two  windows) 
fell  in,  and  the  room  appeared  a  mass  of  fire.  This  was  a  perilous 
moment  for  him.  He  had  to  pass  the  heavy  pipe  from  one  hand 
to  the  other,  behind  his  back ;  the  ladder  rocked  with  his  weight, 
and  with  the  least  slip  he  must  have  been  dashed  to  piece&  He 
succeeded,  and  almost  immediately  extinguished  the  fire  in  that 
room.  The  Arnold  engine  arrived  about  this  time,  and  was 
brought  into  operation  from  the  top  of  Mr.  Watts'  house.  There 
being  now  three  engines  at  work  upon  this  point,  all  appearance 
of  fire  in  the  front  was  soon  extinguished. 

The  fire  was  all  this  time  progressing  rapidly  along  the  roof, 
and  shortly  communicated  with  the  cupola  which  stands  above  the 
balcony.  Burning  timber  continued  to  fall  at  intervals,  some  of 
which  coming  in  contact  with  the  sides  of  the  room,  set  fire  to  the 
woodwork  in  some  places.  The  ignited  wood  of  the  large  room 
was  soon  extinguished  by  the  water  which,  from  various  points, 
was  thrown  upon  it.  Two  small  engines  were  taken  up  the  stairs 
leading  into  the  great  hall,  one  of  which  was  brought  into  effectual 
operation.  Another,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Eadford,  was 
played  from  off  the  top  of  the  east  end  of  the  building,  under  the 
direction  of  some  of  Uie  soldiers.  When  the  fire  communicated 
with  the  cupola,  it  burned  slowly  but  uninterruptedly,  and  Ser- 
jeant Lynch  and  other  active  individuals,  on  the  top  of  the  house 
of  Mr.  Hall,  butclier,  Shoe-booth,  with  a  well*supplied  engine  at 
their  command,  vainly  endeavour  to  throw  a  stream  upon  it, 
although  their  engine  was  constantly  fed  with  water  brought 
through  Mr.  Guy's  shop,  from  the  plug  at  the  top  of  Peck-lane. 
They  mounted  the  chimney,  and  Iried  every  possible  device,  the 
Serjeant  then  pulled  off  bricks,  and  threw  them  upon  the  slates  by 
the  side  of  the  cupola,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  through,  but 
all  without  success.  At  last,  a  ladder  was  laid  horizontally  from 
the  top  of  the  house  to  the  roof  of  the  Exchange ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Tansley  and  the  Serjeant  went  across  on  their  hands  and  knees, 
taking  along  with  them  a  rope  by  which  they  pulled  up  the  engine 
pipe.  This  task  accomplished,  the  enterprising  and  courageous 
individuals  were  enabled  to  extinguish  the  fire,  which  by  this  time 
had  extended  beyond  the  cupola.  Thousands  of  spectators,  who 
had  been  anticipating  every  moment  the  fall  of  the  market  bell, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  cupola,  now  began  to  disperse,  satisfied 
that  the  extremity  of  the  danger  was  past  At  twenty  minutes 
before  twelve,  the  fire  was  entirely  subdued. 

At  about  ten  o'clock,  the  fire  was  at  its  height,  and  it  was 
expected  by  every  one  that  the  whole  of  the  Exchange  Would  be 
,bumt  down.  Indeed,  the  alarm  was  so  great  that  the  occupiers 
of  the  houses  higher  up  Smithy-row  began  to  pack  up  their  valu- 
ables, and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  remove.  The  win- 
dows of  the  Police  offioe  were  taken  out,  and  also  some  other 
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1836  windows,  and  carried  into  Swanu's-yard,  opposite,  for  safety.  The 
furniture  was  also  got  out,  the  doors  torn  down,  and  everything 
else  that  could  be  removed  was  carried  away  in  waggons  and  carts. 
The  books  of  the  Artizans'  Library  were  removed  in  a  vraggon. 

The  utmost  promptitude  was  used  in  procuring  help.  Ex- 
presses  were  sent  to  Mansfield,  Loughborough,  Derby,  and  other 
places  for  engines.  Engines  actually  set  off  from  Sheffield,  but 
were  countermanded  before  they  had  travelled  far.  The  Leicester- 
shire  and  Midland  Counties  fire  engine  arrived  between  one  and 
two  o'clock,  having  been  brought  from  Loughborough,  by  four 
post  horses,  in  one  hour  and  ten  minutes.  This  fire  engine 
attracted  great  attention ;  the  Review  states  that  **  it  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  best  ever  constructed,  and  so  powerful  that  it  can  throw 
up  sixty  gallons  of  water  per  minute,  to  a  height  equal  to  the  top 
of  the  Exchange." 

A  little  befoi^  eleven  o'clock,  and  whilst  the  fire  was  raging 
foriously  along  the  roof  of  the  Exchange-room,  great  anxiety  was 
felt  relative  to  some  ammimition  which  was  known  to  be  stored 
in  the  building.  The  corporation  had  for  a  length  of  time  kept 
for  use  in  case  of  riot,  a  number  of  firearms,  and  a  barrel  contain- 
ing 500  rounds  of  ball  cartridge  and  three  packets  of  loose  powder. 
This  barrel  was  deposited  in  a  small  dark  room  next  the  roof,  the 
last  but  one  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  passage  at  the  top  of  the 
back  staircase,  and  close  to  the  cupola.  Part  of  the  roof  of  this 
small  chamber  was  burnt  during  the  fire.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  powder  was  deposited  there,  but  how  was  it  to  be  removed  9 
It  was  impossible  to  e^proeich  it  by  the  staircase,  and  there  was 
no  other  avenue.  In  this  dilemma,  Thomas  Wright,  Esq.,  took  a 
labourer  on  one  side,  and  offered  him  a  sum  of  money  if  he  would 
procure  the  powder,  pointing  out  to  him  from  the  Shoe-booth  the 
sito  of  the  room  where  it  was  deposited.  By  mounting  a  ladder 
placed  against  the  shop  of  Mr.  Attenborough,  butoher.  No.  1,  and 
drawing  it  up  after  them,  some  labourers  succeeded  in  climbing  to 
the  top  of  the  Com  Inspector's  office,  from  whence,  by  drawing 
the  ladder  again  up,  and  rearing  it  against  the  Exchange-wall,  they 
entered  the  window  of  the  room  to  the  east  of  that  in  which  the 
barrel  was  placed.  The  door  was  locked,  and  one  of  the  adven- 
ttu<ers  had  to  descend  for  an  instrument  to  force  it  open.  During 
this  delay,  the  fire  was  rapidly  approaching  the  roof  of  the  it)om. 
However  their  companion  returned,  and  they  succeeded  in  forcing 
the  door  and  entering  the  passage.  They  then  had  to  force  the 
door  of  tlie  dark  room,  and  in  their  hurry  they  broke  open  other 
doors  in  the  same  range  of  rooms,  but  ultimately  secured  their 
object.  There  were  several  persons  very  active  on  this  occasion, 
but  the  barrel  was  found  and  carried  off  in  safety  by  John  Sharp, 
bricklayer,  by  the  same  way  as  that  in  which  he  had  entered  the. 
premises. 

The  building  was  insured  in  the  RoyaJ  Exchange  Fire  Office. 

November  28.^-A  fall  of  rain  set  in  this  evening,  which  oon* 
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tinued  with  little  inteniiission  and  with  great  heaviness  till  the   1836 
following  afternoon.     A  large  flood  was  the  result,  the  largest 
since  the  snow-flood  on  the  8th  of  February,  1831,  and  within  Ave 
inches  of  the  elevation  of  that. 

Assembly  Rooms,  Low-pavement,  re- built. 


1837. 

Jfmuary  10. — Fatal  accident  at  the  Wilford  Ferry.  Mr.  1837 
John  Oakley,  farmer,  of  Wilford,  aged  27  years,  and  two  others, 
were  waiting  to  cross  the  water,  at  seven  in  the  morning,  but  met 
with  considerable  delay,  owing  to  the  boat  having  been  clandes- 
tinely removed  during  the  night  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Burniiam,  one  of  the  two,  along  with 
Oakley  and  the  ferryman,  got  into  a  small  boat,  above  the  diurch, 
with  the  intention  of  crossing ;  but  the  '*  handle"  breaking  when 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  the  boat  drifted  downward  with  the 
current,  and  was  capsized  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  ferry 
chain,  which  was  beneath  the  surface.  Oakley  was  di'owned; 
bat  the  others  struggled  to  the  side. 

February  9. — First  interment"  in  the  General  Cemetery. 

March  8. — Inquest  on  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Sherbrooke 
Gbll,  solicitor,  of  Standard-hill,  who,  in  a  temporary  attack  of 
mental  derangement,  had  shot  himself  on  the  day  preceding. 
Verdict  accordingly. 

March  8. — ^A  lace  piece  caught  fire  at  the  house  of  a  person 
named  Speed,  in  Riste-place,  Barker-gate,  and  in  the  endeavour  to 
extinguish  it  a  girl  named  Roome  was  burnt  to  death,  and  others 
Tery  seriously  injured.     The  lace  destroyed  was  valued  at  £20. 

April  25. — Considerable  excitement  in  the  town,  arising  from 
the  following  circumstances : — The  middlemen  in  the  silk  glove 
trade  had  been  accustomed  to  receive  from  the  hosiers  5s.  per 
dozen  for  silk  gloves,  which  sum  was  shared  amongst  the  various 
hands  employed  in  their  production,  in  this  manner:  to  the  seamer, 
9d. ;  the  winder  and  taker-in,  8d. ;   the  hander,   Is.   7^d. ;    the 
fingeror.   Is.   llj^d.;    making  a  total  of  Is.  5d.  to  the  inferior 
branches  of  work,  and  3s.   7d.  to  the  makers  of  the  fabric.     In 
many  cases,  the  amount  of  work  given  out  was  limited  to  two 
dozen  a  week  per  man ;  but  taking  two  and  a  half  dozen  as  a  i^ir 
average,  the  weekly  gross  income  of  each  workman  would  not  ex- 
ceed 8s.  llj^d.;  the  net  of  which,  when  Is.  for  frame-rent,  3d.  for 
standing,  and  3d.  for  needles,  were  deducted^  left  but  7s.  5^d.  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  man  and  his  family.     This  morning,  a 
report  was  circulated  that  a  large  manufacturer  was  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  either  refusing  to  give  out  employment,  or  abating 
the  price  6d.  a  dozen.     Tins  reduction,  la  3d.  per  week  on  thei)r 
•oaaty  eaming%  oreated  quite  a  public  disturbance.     The  work- 
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1837  men's  wives  and  children  congregated  in  the  streets  in  great 
numbers,  and  levied  contributions  upon  the  provision  shops  to  a 
considerable  extent.  The  police  had  much  trouble  in  restoring 
peaca 

Mfty  1. — Mr.  Alderman  H.  M.  Wood  appointed  surveyor  to 
the  Corporation,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Edward  Staveley,  deceased. 

May  2. — Public  meeting  at  the  Exchange  to  raise  a  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  widely  spread  distress  amongst  the  operative 
classes,  arising  from  an  utter  prostration  of  ^e  manufacturing 
interest.  The  Mayor  presided,  and  the  speakers  were  J.  S. 
Wright,  Esq.,  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  Rev.  W.  J.  Butler,  Dr.  Wilkina, 
and  the  Rev.  B.  Carpenter.  The  largest  subscribers  to  the  fund, 
which  amounted  in  the  whole  to  about  £5,000,  were  Lord  Mid- 
dleton.  Earl  Manvers,  the  Earl  of  Scarbrough,  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, the  Duke  of  St.  Albans,  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Lord  Ranclifie, 
the  Dowager  Lady  Middleton,  Lady  Sitwell,  Lady  Warren,  Sir 
J.  C.  Hobhouse,  Sir  R.  C.  Ferguson,  Sir  R.  Sutton,  R.  Fountayne 
Wilson,  Esq.,  J.  S.  Wright,  E»q.,  I.  C.  Wright,  Esq.,  F.  Wright, 
Esq.,  S.  Smith,  Esq.  k  Co.,  T.  Moore,  Esq.,  F.  Robinson,  Esq., 
W.  E.  Elliott,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Hart  k  Fellows,  John  Musters,  Esq., 
P.  Arkwright,  Esq.,  Mr.  R  Morley,  Mr.  W.  Enfield,  Mr.  J. 
Heard,  Mr.  Wm.  Hurst,  the  Rev.  J.  Bumside,  Mr.  T.  Wakefield, 
Mr.  G.  Renshaw,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Clarke.  Collections  were  made 
at  all  the  churches  and  chapels. 

The  fund  was  chiefly  expended  in  setting  men  with  families 
to  work  in  levelling  and  repairing  the  roads,  ^,  known  as  St. 
AnnVlane,  Burton-leys,  Back-commons,  Red-lane,  and  Wood-lane, 
but  chiefly  in  the  formation  of  a  new  road  leading  from  the  Cop- 
pice-lodge to  Mapperley  Common. 

May  10. — Mr.  Richard  Preston  and  Mr.  Nathan  Hurst,  senr., 
elected  Aldermen,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Howitt,  who  had  left  the 
town,  and  Mr.  Wood,  who  had  resigned. 

May  15. — Mr.  Browne,  the  Coroner,  presided  at  an  inquiry 
into  the  circumstancefi  attending  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Rawlins  TJnwin,  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  was 
found  drowned  in  the  canal  near  Sneinton,  on  the  day  preceding. 
The  water  was  not  more  than  four  and  a  half  feet  deep ;  and  it  was 
conjectured  that  the  reverend  gentleman  had  accidentally  fallen 
into  it  in  the  dark. 

Jvhj  22. — Trial  of  Thomas  Greensmith,  before  Sir  James 
Allan  Park,  for  the  wilfid  murder  of  his  four  children,  at  Basford. 
•  Greensmith  was  a  labourer,  residing  at  Basford,  and  the  father 
'  of  four  children,  named  John,  William,  Ann,  and  Mark,  of  the 
respective  ages  of  9,  7,  5,  and  2  years.  On  the  morning  of  the 
5th  of  April,  they  were  found  by  the  neighbours,  dead,  but  still 
partially  warm.  No  one  was  with  them  in  the  house,  for  Green- 
smith, who  was  a  widower,  had  dismissed  the  woman  who  kept 
his  house  the  night  before,  and  had  left  it  at  a  very  early  hour, 
having  gone  to  Lambley,  where  he  was  apprehended  in  the  course 
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o£  the  day.     Prisoner  made  a  deposition  before  Mr.  Swann,  the   ^^^' 
Coroner,  to  the  efiect  that  he  was  driven  to  the  unnatural  deed  by 
the  oonviction  that  the  children,  if  they  lived,  would  come  to 
want     His  pecuniary  difficulties  were  pressing  heavily,  and  his 
landlord  had  threatened  to  seise  his  goods  for  arrears  of  rent 

Being  found  guilty,  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hung,  and  for 
several  days  it  was  expected  that  the  sentence  would  be  carried 
out  Two  medical  gentlemen,  however.  Dr.  Blake  and  Mr.  H. 
Attenburrow,  were  convinced  that  the  man  was  insane,  and  such 
a  representation  of  the  case  was  made  to  Lord  John  Russell, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  that  his  lordship  commuted  the  sentence 
into  perpetual  imprisonment  Greensmith  was  a  native  of  Kim- 
berley,  and  35  years  of  age. 

«/Wy  24. — Mr.  James  Cropper,  a  lace-manufacturer,  and  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council,  was  arraigned  before  Mr.  Baron 
Bolland,  and  found  guilty  of  wilfully  uttering  a  forged  bill,  for 
the  payment  of  X64  12s.,  with  intend  to  defraud  Mr.  Edward 
Boyer  and  Mr.  George  HalL  He  was  sentenced  to  transportation 
for  Ufa 

Jul^  24  &  25. — ^Cricket  match  at  Brighton,  between  the 
players  of  Nottingham  and  Sussex.  The  Nottingham  eleven  were 
Barker,  Heath,  Garratt,  Redgate,  Jervis,  Guy,  Rothera,  Crook, 
Good,  Gkilloway,  and  Gibson.  Sussex  won,  wi^  three  wickets  to 
go  down.  The  score  was  as  follows:  Nottingham,  71  and  54. 
Sussex,  50  and  75. 

July  24. — Nomination  of  candidates  to  represent  the  town  in 
Parliament     Mr.  Alderman  Heard  and  Mr.  Alderman  Oldknow 
proposed  General  Ferguson ;    J.  S.  Sherwin,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  John 
Hicklin  proposed  Wm.  Henry  Cricheley  Plowden,  Esq.   (Conser- 
vative) ;   Lord  Rancliffe  and  Mr  Thomas  Wakefield  proposed  Sir 
J.  C.  Hobhouse ;  and  T.  Moore,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  W.  Hannay  nomi- 
nated Horace  Twiss,  Esq.  (Conservative).      The  show  of  hands 
was  in  favour  of  the  Liberak.     The  result  of  the  poU  the  next 
day  was  as  follows : — 

General  Sir  R  C.  Ferguson,  G.C.R  ...     2056 
Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse,  Bart       2052 
W.  H.  C.  Plowden,  Esq.  ...     1397 

Horace  Twiss,  Esq.  ...  ...     1396 

Majority — Hobhouse  over  Plowden,  655. 

JtUi/  28. — Presentation  of  a  service  of  plate  to  Mr.  Thomaa 
Wakefield,  by  the  Reformers  of  Nottingham  The  service  cost 
£400,  and  was  above  600  ounces  in  weight  The  centre  piece  was 
a  magnificent  epergne  and  candelabrum.  The  presentation  took 
place  in  a  large  booth,  erected  for  the  purpose  in  a  field  a^oining 
Shaw's-lane,  no  room  in  the  town  being  sufficiently  capacioua 
Lord  Rancliffe  filled  the  chair,  and  speeches  were  made  by  his 
lordship,  who  presented  the  gift,  Mr.  Wakefield,  in  response,  Sir 
J.  C.  Hobhouse,  General  Ferguson,  G.  S.  Foljambe,  Esq.,  Mr.  M. 
D.  Hill,  and  other  gentlemen. 

3k 
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1837  August  2. — The  Earl  of    Lincoln  and  Lancelot  Bolleston, 

Esq.,  of  Watnall,  elected  for  the  Southern  Dividon  of  the  county. 
August  3  k  4. — Contested  election  for  North  Nottinghamshire. 
The  poll  closed  as  follows  : — 

Thomas  Houldsworth,  Esq.  ...     1675 

Henry  Gaily  Knight,  Esq.  ...     1575 

:    George  SaviUe  Foljambe,  Esq.  (Whig) .     1492 

Majority  of  Ejiight  over  Foljambe,  83. 

August  21,  22,  k  24. — l%e  return  match  with  Sussex  was 

l^ayed  on  the  Forest  Ground     Clark,  Parr,  and  Foxcroft  took  the 

? laces  of  (Hbson,  Crook,  and  Rothera.  Sussex  scored  169  and 
8  ;  and  the  men  of  Sherwood  144  and  80  :  miajority  for  Sussex, 
23.  This  match  was  very  eagerly  contested,  and  in  the  first  in- 
niz\gB  of  the  visitora,  the  first  four  wickets  were  lowered  by  Barkei* 
and  Kedgate  without  a  run. 

August  29. — The  Castle-yard  was  the  scene  of  a  brilliant 
festivity,  to  celebrate  the  election  of  four  Conservative  members 
for  the  county.  A  large  marquee  was  erected  on  the  green  at  the 
western  front  of  the  Ckstle,  and  two  smaller  marquees,  decorated 
with  blue  ribbons,  were  pitched  near  the  boundary  wall  overlook- 
ing the  Park.  After  dancing  and  out-door  amusements,  tea  was 
partaken  of  in  the  large  marquee,  and  H.  G.  Knight,  Esq.,  Col. 
Itolleston,  and  Mr.  John  Hioklin  delivered  addresses.  Dancing 
was  resumed.    About  three  thousand  persons  joined  in  the  festivity. 

October  18. — Presentation  of  a  handsome  piece  of  plate  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Newham,  of  the  Park,  by  the  members  of  the  Not- 
tingham Chess  Club,  as  a  mark  of  their  esteem. 

November  1.— The  Municipal  elections.  St  AnrCs  Wcvrd^ 
Samuel  Bean  and  William  Sharpe.  Byrony  Daniel  Woodhouse 
and  John  Bogers.  Castle^  Nathaniel  Bamsdall  and  Thomas 
Carver.  JKrcAaw^tf,  John  Whyatt  and  Thomas  North.  St  Mart/ s^ 
Thomas  Cullen  and  Samuel  Wakefield.  Park^  Thomas  Close 
and  John  Birkhead.      Shenooody  Smith  Fowler  and  John  Smith. 

Noven\ber  2. — Bichard  WUdman,  Esq.,  took  the  customary 
oaths  upon  entering  on  the  office  of  Becorder. 

November  6. — Nottingham  Mechanics'  Listitution  formed, 
when  upwards  of  600  paid  their  subscription  and  became  mem- 
bers.    John  Smith  Wright,  Esq.,  was  elected  president 

November  9. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Heard  appointed  Mayor ; 
Mr.  Bei\jamin  Morley,  Sheriff. 

December  7.— The  number  of  persons  thrown  for  subsistence 
upon  the  poor-rates,  greater  than  ever  before  known.  The 
enumeration  was  as  follows : — Within  the  walls  of  the  house, 
971.  Two  hundred  men  on  the  roads,  with  families  of  four  on  an 
average,  1,000.  Fed  twice  a  day  in  a  temporary  erection  on  Back 
Commons,  258.  Children  fed  and  educated,  200.  Aged,  infirm, 
sick,  drc.,  receiving  out-door  relief,  1,200.  Total  relieved  from  the 
rates  weekly,  3,629  ;  or  about  one  in  fourteen  of  the  entire  popu- 
lation of  the  union. 
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Decemb&r. — Mr.  John  Crosby  appointed  Postmaster,  in  the  1837 
place  of  Mr.  White. 


1838. 

January  20. — ^The  most  severe  frost  since  1814.     The  ther-   1838 
mometer  stood  in  the  evening  at  6".      The  Trent  was  frozen  over, 
and  numbers  walked  across  it. 

April  3. — ^The  first  stone  of  the  church  at  Sneinton  was  laid 
by  Sari  Manvers.  Archdeacon  Wilkins,  and  the  Bev.  W.  H. 
Wyatt^  M.A.,  took  part  in  the  ceremonial 

May  1. — ^Mr.  Chorge  Parkin  elected  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  for  Byron  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  B.  Seals,  deceased. 

June  28. — Coronation  festivities.  The  church  bells  began  to 
peal  at  an  early  hour ;  and  at  nine  o'clock,  a  large  company  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  partook  of  an  elegant  dejeHne  at  the  Exchange 
Hall,  which  was  very  gaily  decorated  for  the  occasion.  The  band 
of  the  South  Nottinghamshire  Yeomanry  Cavalry  played  in  the 
ante-room  during  the  repast  A  procession  was  formed  at  half- 
past  ten,  consisting  of  the  Yeomanry  band,  a  troop  of  the  9th 
Lancers,  a  recruiting  party,  the  mace  bearers,  the  Mayor  and 
Sheriff,  the  To^n  Council,  inhabitants  four  abreast^  about  five 
thousand  children  from  all  the  Sunday  schools,  lodge  of  Ancient 
Druids,  <kc.  It  proceeded  along  South-parade,  Beastmarket-hill, 
Long-row,  and  Pelham-street  to  the  end  of  Broad-street.  Here 
it  divided  into  parts.  The  children  were  conducted  to  their 
respective  school-rooms,  at  most  of  which  they  were  plentifully 
regaled  with  roast  beef  and  plum  pludding,  and  subsequently  witia 
\^  The  military  and  civil  atithorities  attended  Divine  service  at 
St.  Mary's.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  Lancers  discharged  a 
feu  dejote  in  the  Market-place,  and  the  officers  joined  the  Mayor 
and  Town  Council  in  drinking  her  Majesty's  health  from  the  Cor- 
poration cup.  There  were  public  dinners  at  almost  all  the  public 
houses  in  the  town.  The  prindpa),  as  usual,  was  at  the  Exchange. 
The  Mayor  presided,  supported  on  the  right  by  Sir  Charles 
(yDonnell,  and  on  the  left  by  Captain  FullcLrton.  At  night,  not- 
withstanding a  request  to  the  contrary,  several  tradesmen  illumin- 
ated their  wmdows;  and  a  very  brilliant  exhibition  of  pyrotechnics 
in  the  Market-place  concluded  the  celebration..  .The  expense  of 
the  fireworks,  &c.,  which  amounted  to  £217,  was  de&ayed  by 
public  subscription. 

July  25. — Mr.  Thomas  Shipman  elected  an  Alderman,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lowe  Bradley,  deceased. 

September, — -An  eccentric  and  aged  townsman,  Mr.  John 
Wheatley,-  of  Lincoln-street,  for  some  time  before  his  death,  had 
liad  his  coffin  tna^e,  and  well  storing  it  with  choice  wines  and 
Hquors,  deposited  it  in  his  bcdroon^.     An  opportunity  now  pre- 
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1838  sentiug  itself,  by  the  opening  of  the  General  Cemetery,  Derby-ready 
for  a  further  indulgence  in  his  'eccentric  fancies^  he  purchased 
therein  a  square  piece  of  ground,  the  width  of  three  ordinary  graves, 
and  had  it  inclosed,  as  a  comfortable  retiring-place,  in  lien  of  a 
summer-house  in  a  garden,  purposing,  if  his  liEe  were  spared,  to 
spend  many  hours  there  in  reading  and  meditation.  On  the  day 
above  indicated,  he  went  a  step  further  in  his  preparations,  by 
having  his  grave  dug  (five  feet  of  which  was  solid  rock).  Here  he 
was  wont  subsequently  to  repair,  but  the  novelty  of  the  inclosnre 
and  the  tenantless  grave,  attracted  so  many  spectators,  that  the 
directors  were  obliged  to  suppress  the  exhibition  altogether ;  and 
when  he  died,  his  remains  were  buried  in  one  of  the  burial-gronndB 
in  Barker-gate. 

September  7. — ^Wreck  of  the  Forfarshire  steam-packet,  in  the 
Great  Hawkerdock,  near  Bambrough  Castle,  on  the  coast  of 
Northumberland.  The  vessel  was  on  her  passage  from  Hull  to 
Dundee.  Of  the  persons  on  board,  eighteen  were  saved,  partly 
through  the  exertions  of  the  heroic  Grace  Darling,  and  forty 
were  drowned.  Amongst  the  latter  was  Mr.  Daft  Smith  Churchill^ 
of  Nottingham.  A  monument  in  the  General  Cemetery  com- 
memorates the  event. 

October  12. — Mr.  William  North  appointed  Inspector  of 
Com  Eetums. 

October  29. — First  stone  of  Wesley  Chapel,  Broad-street^ 
laid. 

November  1. — Municipal  elections.  St.  AnfC%  Ward,  John 
Hedderley  and  George  Yates.  Byroriy  William  Aolton  and  H. 
Frearson.  Castle^  Thomas  Wakefield  and  Alexander  Alliott. 
JExc/ta7ige,  Franklin  Judd  and  Thomas  Sargent.  St  Mar%fu^ 
Richard  Morley  and  Thomas  Koberts.  Parky  Dr.  Pigott  and 
O.  T.  Oldknow.     Sherwood^  William  Taylor  and  John  Minnitt. 

November  9. — Mr.  Alderman  John  Wells  appointed  Mayor ; 
Mr.  Francis  Butcher  Gill,  Sheriff. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  Mr.  Wm.  Vickers 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Frearson  were  elected  Aldermen,  and  Messrs. 
Aldermen  Wells,  Shipman,  Preston,  Newton,  and  Wilson  were 
re-elected. 

Mr.  Charles  Fellows,  brother  of  the  late  A.  T.  FeUows,  Esq., 
banker,  this  year  made  the  researches  in  Asia  Minor  which  have 
redounded  so  much  to  his  renown,  and  procured  for  him  not  only 
an  honourable  position  in  the  esteem  of  his  countrymen,  but  also 
the  distinction  of  Knighthood  from  her  Majesty  the  Queen.  Our 
townsman  commenced  his  tour  at  Smyrna,  and  his  route  lay 
through  that  part  of  Asia  Minor  called  Anadhouly,  which  includes 
Lydia,  Mysia,  Bithynia,  Phrygia,  Pisidia,  Pamphylia,  Lycia,  and 
Caria — districts  respecting  which  there  was  great  ignorance  in  this 
country,  and  singularly  replete  with  memorials  of  their  early 
history :  scattered  fragments  of  temples,  ruins  of  numerous 
theatres  and  gymnasia,  marble  sepulchres  hewn,  out  of  the  rooks, 
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Cyclopean  fortifications,  and  what  is  perhaps  of  greater  interest,  1838 
▼aluable  manuscripts  of  early  writers,  which,  prior  to  Mr.  Fel- 
lows's  researches,  were  supposed  to  be  lost  irrecoverably.  He  was 
the  first  traveller  who  penetrated  far  enough  into  the  interior  of 
the  country  to  discover  the  remains  of  Xanthus  and  Tlos, — ^two 
of  the  chief  towns  of  the  Lycian  confederacy. 


1839. 

Jcmfuary  7. — ^This  neighbourhood,  in  common  with  a  great  1839 
portion  of  the  kingdom,  was  visited  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing, by  a  tremendous  gale.  It  was  at  its  height  from  two  o'clock 
to  about  six.  The  flag-staff  and  one  of  the  pinnacles  of  the  tower 
of  St.  Mary's  church  were  blown  away.  On  the  County  Hall,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  lead  was  swept  off;  and  at  the  Union 
Workhouse,  the  roof  was  likewise  bared,  one  of  the  windows 
blown  away,  and  much  glass  broken.  The  National  School,  in 
High  Cross-street,  was  pe^ly  unroofed.  A  considerable  degree  of 
alarm  was  excited  at  the  General  Hospital,  in  consequence  of  the 
£all  of  a  brick  wall,  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Lakin,  builder.  The 
chimney-tops  at  Mr.  Carter's,  Standard-hill,  were  carried  away, 
and  also  paiij  of  the  roof  of  the  observatory  at  Mr.  W.  Goodacre's 
academy.  A  fine  tree,  near  the  entrance  gates  of  Daniel  Freeth, 
Esq.,  was  blown  over.  In  Charlotte-street,  two  stacks  of  chimneys 
fell  upon  the  roof  of  Mr.  Crafts,  baker,  and  broke  through  to  a 
chamber,  from  which  two  young  men  had  only  just  risen,  crushed 
the  bed  in  which  they  had  been  sleeping,  and  went  through  the 
next  floor  into  the  sitting-room.  In  Byard-lane,  a  chimney  be- 
longing to  Mrs.  Salthouse  fell  upon  the  roof  of  a  warehouse,  and 
broke  through,  narrowly  missing  the  boy  who  had  just  been  mak- 
ing the  fire.  In  the  Meadows,  two  hay  stacks  were  completely 
blown  over,  and  a  long  wooden  fencing,  enclosing  the  Eailway 
Company's  land  between  the  Navigation  inn  and  the  Tinker's 
Leen,  was  torn  down.  At  Sneinton,  the  new  church  then  erect- 
ing received  considerable  damage.  At  Kadford,  a  house  in 
Gregory-street  was  completely  stripped  of  its  roof,  and  much  other 
damage  was  sustained.  At  Wilford,  one  of  the  noble  elms  on  the 
Trent  bailk  was  torn  down,  and  others  were  much  broken.  Every- 
where the  scattered  ruins  of  roofs,  chimneys,  stacks,  and  trees 
showed  the  extensive  devastation  of  the  storm.  At  Basford,  the 
same  morning,  the  wind  was  very  violent,  and  blew  down  the 
engine  and  stove  chimneys  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  bleacher. 
The  engine  chimney  fell  upon  some  part  of  the  buildings,  and  did 
considerable  damage  to  the  machinery  therein.  One  of  the  work- 
men, named  Silas  Cross,  was  at  work  on  the  premises,  and  was 
very  much  bruised  by  pai*t  of  the  building  falling  upon  him,  but 
his  recovery  was  as  rapid  as  could  be  expected.     A  great  (juantity 
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1839  of  slates,  tiles,  and  trees  were  blown  down  in  different  parts  of 
the  parish,  and  great  quantities  of  windows  were  broken*  At 
Arnold,  the  wind  injured  a  number  of  stacks  and  houses.  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Derry-mount,  had  a  new  chimney  blown  upon  the 
roof  of  his  house ;  it  forced  a  passage  through  the  roof,  and  some 
of  the  bricks  grazed  the  head  of  a  boy  in  bed,  fortunately,  how- 
ever, he  was  uninjured.  At  Stapleford,  considerable  damage  was 
also  done. 

February  5. — Between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night,  Mr.  Isaac 
Phelps,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  police,  was  on  duty  at  the  top  of 
Carter-gate,  when  he  heard  a  dog  whining  as  though  in  pain.  He 
ascertained  that  the  noise  proceeded  from  a  large  hole  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  weighing-machine  then  being  built  He 
procured  a  ladder  and  a  light,  and  descended  for  the  pur[)Ose  of 
releasing  the  dog ;  but  immediately  he  got  within  reach,  the  animal 
sprang  at  him,  and  severely  lacerated  his  nose.  The  dog,  a  pointer, 
made  its  escape  by  running  up  the  ladder,  and  was  never  again 
heard  ol 

The  part  bitten  was  cauterized  by  a  surgeon  the  same  night, 
the  wound  healed,  and  Mr.  Phelps  continued  in  his  usual  state  of 
health  until  Friday,  the  22nd  of  March,  when  he  was  attacked 
with  slight  spasmodic  twitching  in  his  nose.  The  next  day,  he 
complaine<d  of  feeling  unwell,  and  when  at  the  watch-house  in  the 
evening,  he  told  Mr.  Wm.  Wood,  the  keeper,  that  he  feared  the 
thoughts  he  had  entertained  some  time  ago  would  be  realized ;  for 
he  had  symptoms  that  corresponded  with  those  described  in  a 
treatise  on  hydrophobia  which  he  had  read. 

The  symptoms  continued  to  increase  during  the  next  three 
days,  and  on  the  night  of  the  25th,  Phelps  went  to  the  watch- 
house  at  the  regular  hour,  but  complained  to  Mr.  Michael  Fisher, 
the  chief  superintendent  of  the  night  police^  that  he  felt  very  cold 
and  unwell.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  sallied  forth  on  his  rounds, 
but  in  the  course  of  them  had  several  attacks  of  giddiness.  On 
Mansfield-road  he  would  have  fallen,  had  he  not  been  supported 
by  Police-constable  Joseph  Warsop.  He  thought  a  little  brandy 
and  water  might  have  a  reviving  tendency,  and  went  into  the 
Carpenters*  Arms  public-house  to  procure  some ;  but  on  attempting 
to  take  it,  he  was  seized  with  a  spasmodic  attack  of  suffocation, 
and  could  not  swallow  the  liquor  ;  a  second  attempt  was  attended 
with  a  similar  i*esult.  Observing  the  landlord  to  seem  alarmed, 
Phelps  remarked  calmly,  '^  I  am  going  mad,  but  I  shall  not  hurt 
you ;  I  was  bit  by  a  dog  seven  weeks  ago." 

The  unfortunate  man,  convinced  that  he  was  labouring  under 
the  dreadful  disease,  returned  to  the  watch-house,  where  Mr. 
Fisher  endeavoured  to  show  him  by  an  experiment  how  much  he 
was  mistaken.  He  poured  water  from  one  vessel  to  another,  in 
Phelps*  presence,  without  affecting  him  at  all,  and  then  requested 
him  to  be  determined,  and  to  endeavour,  as  he  could  not  take 
brandy,  tq  drink  ^me  waiter.     IJe  made  an  attempt,  but  when 
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the  glass  was  about  at  his  lips,  he  started  back,  exclaiming,  "  It's   1839 
just  as  if  my  lungs  were  coming  into  my  throat.     I  feel  as  if  I 
were  suffocated." 

On  medical  aid  being  called  in,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
remove  him  to  the  General  Hospital.  Here,  Dr.  Williams,  Dr. 
Percy,  Mr.  Attenburrow,  and  Mr.  R.  Davison  held  a  consultation, 
and  Phelps  was  bled.  In  an  hour  afterwards,  when  they  were 
repeating  the  bleeding,  he  asked  them  to  lance  the  other  arm,  and 
let  him  bleed  to  death,  '*  for  they  would  have  to  do  that  at  last." 

The  medical  gentlemen  having  suggested  to  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee that  Mr.  Charles  Waterton,  of  Walton  Hall,  should  be 
requested  to  come  over  with  his  South  American  preparation,  cal- 
led "  wourali,"  which  he  had  recommended  as  a  specific  for  the 
disease,  an  express  was  immediately  sent  off.  The  paroxysms 
increased  in  violence,  though  Phelps  continued  perf^ly  sensi- 
ble to  the  last,  and  at  about  eleven  o'clock  he  breathed  his  last. 
Mr.  Waterton  arrived  about  six  hours  after  Phelps's  death. 

A  widow  and  nine  children  were  left  to  mourn  this  unhappy 
bereavement.  Their  case  deservedly  excited  great  sympathy,  a 
practical  exhibition  of  which  was  given  by  a  public  subscription 
of  between  five  and  six  hundred  pounds. 

FeUyruxvry  6. — Nottingham  Town  Mission  established. 

February  21. — Death  of  Mr.  John  Charles  Pelix  Rossi,  RA. 
This  eminent  sculptor  was  bom  in  Nottingham,  in  1762,  at  which 
time  his  father  was  in  practice  here  as  a  medical  man.  Young 
Rossi  was  apprenticed  very  early  to  a  sculptor  named  Luccatella, 
with  whom  he  also  worked  as  a  journeyman.  He  afterwards  went 
to  London,  where  he  entered  as  a  student  of  the  Royal  Academy ; 
and  in  1781  he  obtained  the  silver  medal,  and  in  1784  the  gold 
one,  which  entitled  him  to  three  years'  residence  in  Rome.  He 
went  to  Italy  in  1785.  In  1788  he  returned  to  London*  In 
1800  he  was  elected  an  associate  of  the  Academy,  and  only  two 
years  afterwards,  an  academician.  He  was  subsequently  appointed 
sculptor  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  was  employed  in  decorating 
Buckingham  Palace.  He  was  afterwards  sculptor  to  William  lY. 
But  he  had  little  to  do  after  the  completion  of  his  great  public 
monuments  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

Rossi  was  both  a  classical  and  monumental  sculptor,  and  his 
style  was  manly  and  vigorous,  especially  in  his  monumental  works. 
Of  the  first  class  the  following  may  be  mentioned  : — ^A  Mercury, 
marble,  executed  at  Rome ;  a  recumbent  figure  of  Eve,  in  marble; 
Edwin  and  Eleanora ;  Celadon  and  Amelia ;  Zephyrus  and 
Aurora ;  and  Venus  and  Cupid.  A  statue  of  Thomson,  the  poet, 
by  him,  was  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel ;  and 
there  is  a  colossal  statue  of  Britannia  on  the  Exchange  at 
Liverpool. 

AprU  13. — Death  of  Robert  Millhouse,  the  poet  He  was  a 
native  of  Nottingham;  was  bom  on  the  14th  of  October,  1788, 
and  was  the  second  of  ten  children.     His  elder  brother,  John,  in 
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1839   a  short  sketch  of  the  life  of  Robert,  prefixed  to  a  volume  of  his 
poems,  says,  "  the  poverty  of  his  parents  compelled  them  to  put 
him  to  work  when  he  was  only  six  years  of  age :  and  at  ten  he 
was  set  to  work  in  a  stocking-frame/'     His  taste  for  poetry  was 
developed  at  the  age  of  19  years,  by  reading  on  a  statue  of 
Shakspeare>  at  the  house  of  a  friend,  the  inscription — "The  cloud- 
capped  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces,  the  solemn  temples,  d^/'  the 
beauty  and  solemnity  of  which  excited  in  him  the  highest  admira- 
tion.    He  now  began  to  read  with  eagerness  the  Plays  of  Shaks- 
peare,  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  Pope's  Essay  on  Man,  and  other 
poetical  works,  and  also  improved  his  taste  by  studying  some  of 
our  best  prose  writers.     In  1810  he  enlisted  into  the  Nottingham 
Militia,  and  had  not  been  long  in  that  situation  before  he  made  an 
attempt  at  composition.     **  I  was,"  says  his  brother,  "  agreeably 
surprised  one  day,  on  opening  a  letter  which  I  had  just  received 
from  him,  at  the  sight  of  his  first  poetical  attempt,  '  Sttfnzas  ad- 
dressed to  a  Swallow,*  which  was  soon  followed  by  a  small  piece 
written  'On  finding  a  nest  of  Robins.'"     Shortly  afterwards  the 
regiment  embarked  for  Dublin,  from  whence,  in  the  spring  of 
1812,   he  sent  his  brother  several  of  his  effusions,  but  few  of 
which  have  been  published.     Being  now  desirous  of  ascertaining 
whether  any  of  his  productions  were  worthy  of  being  printed,  the 
Nottingham  Review  was  selected  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  that 
paper  the  productions   of    this  ill-fated   Child   of   (Genius  first 
appeared.     In   1814  the  regiment  was  disembodied,  and  he  again 
returned  to  the  stocking-frame,  and  for  several  years  entirely 
neglected  composition.     In  1817  he  was  placed  on  the  stafi*  of  his 
old  regiment,  then  called  the  Royal  Sherwood  Foresters ;  and  in 
the  following  year  he  married.      The  cares  of  providing  for  a 
fttmily  now  increasing  his  necessities,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to 
publishing,  and,  not  having  sufficient  already  written,  he  resolved 
to  attempt  something  of  more  importance  than  he  had  hitherto 
done;  and  in  February,  1819,  he  began  the  poem  of  "Vicissitude," 
an  arduous  undertaking  for  an  uneducated  person,  who  was  also 
depressed  with  poverty,  borne  down  with  ill-health,  and  compelled 
to  devote  those  nours  to  composition  which  ought  to  have  been 
allotted  to  sleep.     But  what  difficulties  and  obstacles  will  not  the 
Man  of  Genius  surmount)     By  the  end  of  October,  1820,  poor 
Millhouse  completed  his  work,  which  was  approved  of  by  Colonel 
Cooper  Gardiner,  who,  with  those  benevolent  feelings  by  which  he 
was  so  much  distinguished,  exerted  himself  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  poet,  and  succeeded  in  procuring  the  valuable  patronage  of 
the  then  Duchess  of  Newcastle.     The  fate  of  the  poet  is  now 
shortly  to  be  told :  he  struggled  hard  to  maintain  a  large  family, 
and  produced  several  volumes  of  poetry,  which  bear  the  impress 
of  genius,  strong  talent,  and  a  reflective  and  discnminating  mind. 
Unhappily,  the  latter  portion  of   his  life  was  one  of  anxious 
thought,  privations,  and  difficulties :    he  possessed  a  few  warm 
friend^  who  exerted  themselves  to  relieve  his  wants ;  but,  after 
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Buffering  from  a  long  illness,  at  length  he  breathed  his  last,  at  his   ^^^^ 
residence  in  Walker-street,  Sneintoii,  leaving  a  vrife  and  three 
children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  not  twelve  months  old,  totaUy 
unprovided  for.     His  remains  were  interred  at  the  General  Ceme- 
tery, Derby-road. 

April  30. — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle  dismissed  from  the  office 
of  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Gustos  Rotulorum  of  the  county,  for 
having  addressed  an  insolent  letter  to  Lord  Ghancellor  Gottenham, 
in  reply  to  a  notification  from  the  Lord  Ghancellor  that  he  was 
about  to  include  the  names  of  Major  Warrand  and  G.  Paget,  Esq., 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace.  His  Grace  was  succeeded  by  the 
Earl  of  Scarbrough. 

May  10. — Destructive  fire  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Hud- 
son k  Bottom,  lace  dressers,  Sneinton.  In  addition  to  their  old 
rooms,  the  enterprising  firm  had  erected  dressing-rooms  three 
stories  high,  of  considerable  dimensions,  which,  with  a  starch-room 
and  dye-house,  formed  an  entire  building,  just  brought  into  full 
use.  It  was  in  this  building  that  the  fire  broke  out»  about  one  at 
noon,  owing,  as  it  was  supposed,  to  the  overheating  oi  the  fluea 
The  engines  arrived  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  but  from 
the  ascendancy  the  flames  had  acquired,  and  the  scarcity  of  water, 
it  was  seen  that  any  attempt  to  save  the  new  erection  was  vain, 
and  every  exertion  was  immediately  directed  to  the  old  premises, 
upon  which  flakes  of  fire  were  falling  with  great  rapidity.  These 
efforts  were  successful,  though  not  without  the  most  energetic 
measures  being  adopted.  At  three  o'clock,  the  roof  and  a  great 
part  of  the  outer  widls  of  the  new  building  feU  in.  The  firemen 
had  now  a  better  opportunity  of  plying  their  vocation,  and  in  the 
course  of  three  hours,  extinguished  every  appearance  of  fire. 
The  dye-house  was  the  part  of  the  building  least  injured. 

May  30. — Public  opening  of  the  Midland  Gounties  Railway, 
between  Nottingham  and  Derby.  The  firs^  train,  consisting  of  the 
directors  and  their  friends,  set  out  from  the  Nottingham  station. 

June  30. — Opening  services  at  Wesley  chapel.  Broad-street 
The  Rev.  J.  Beaumont,  M.D.,  preached  morning  and  evening, 
and  Mr.  William  Dawson  in  the  afternoon.  The  collections  dur- 
ing the  three  services  amounted  to  £642.  The  building  cost  £8,800. 

July  1. — Royal  assent  given  to  an  act  for  enclosing  29  acres 
of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  known  as  the  West  Groft ; 
1  acre  of  a  meadow  called  the  Sweet  Leys ;  and  4  acres  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  called  Burton  Leys,  on  the  Mansfield- 
road.  Of  this  land,  the  Gorporation  had  14  acres  awarded  to 
them,  and  the  Burgesses  7  acres,  thereby  fully  establishing  a 
separate  claim  of  the  Burgesses  under  the  New  (Corporation.  The 
remaindd^  was  sold  by  the  Gommissioners  to  pay  expenses.  The 
Midland  Railway  Go.  purchased  4,000  yards  of  the  Bui^gesses* 
allotment,  at  8s.  per  square  yard. 

July  31. — During  this  and  two  following  days,  Nottingham 
Meadows  and  the  fields  above,  below,  and  beyond  presented  to  the 
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1839  eye  almost  one  sheet  of  water,  the  Trent  having  overflown  its 
banks,  and  deluged  the  adjacent  country.  The  flood  was  about 
the  same  height  as  those  of  July  1828,  February  1831,  and  De- 
cember 1836 ;  but  fourteen  inches  short  of  the  one  which  occurred 
on  the  Uth  of  October,  1824. 

July  31. — Execution  of  John  Driver,  in  front  of  the  Couniy 
GkM>l,  for  the  murder  of  Ann  Hancock. 

This  criminal  was  26  years  of  age,  and  a  native  of  Southwell, 
as  was  also  his  mother,  who  removed  to  Caunton,  when  Driver 
was  a  child.  He  was  brought  up  in  ignorance,  and  his  empLoy- 
ment  at  the  time  of  the  murder  was  that  of  a  field  labourer. 

In  the  village  of  Oaunton,  lived  an  aged  woman  of  the  name 
of  Hancock,  who  vended  miscellaneous  articles,  such  as  grooeriesi 
drugs,  ko, ;  and  from  information  adduced  at  the  inquest^  it  ap- 
peared that  Mrs.  Hancock  had  been  the  unintentional  instrument 
of  taking  away  his  father's  life.  About  a  month  previous  to  the 
murder,  the  UAhet  of  Driver  was  taken  ill,  and  the  mother  went 
to  Mrs.  Hancock's  shop  to  purchase  some  tincture  of  rhubarbw 
By  some  unaccountable  mistake,  laudanum  was  sold  instead,  and 
the  old  man  died  from  its  effects;  and  although  the  coroner 
exonerated  the  murdered  woman  from  blame,  the  Ihivers  cherished 
the  most  deadly  hatred  against  her ;  the  mother  particularly  uig- 
ing  the  son  to  revenge  his  father's  "  murder,"  as  die  called  it 

The  trial  took  place  before  the  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Abinger,  on 
the  19th  of  July.  It  was  submitted  in  evidence  that  Mrs. 
Hancock  was  last  seen  alive,  in  her  own  house,  at  about  half-past 
nine  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  March.  At  eight  the  next 
morning,  she  was  found  in  her  chamber,  partly  out  and  partly  in 
bed,  as  if  she  were  sitting,  but  quite  dead,  and  with  a  duster  or 
piece  of  rag  stuffed  down  her  throat.  She  had  evidently  been 
strangled.  The  boxes  and  drawers  in  the  room  were  all  open, 
and  such  of  their  conten^  as  had  not  been  taken  away  were  found 
very  much  disarranged. 

Suspicion  having  fallen  upon  Driver,  he  was  apprehended  on 
the  same  day,  by  Mr.  John  Etches,  a  constable  of  Newark.  He 
was  at  work  in  a  field,  and  Etches,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Becher,  took  him  into  a  farm-house  and  examined  him.  Mr. 
Becher  asked  him  -if  he  wore  a  watch.  He  said,  *'  Yes,  but  he 
hadn't  it  with  him ;  he  had  left  it  at  hom&"  Mr.  Becher  said, 
**  You  have  not  one  in  your  pocket  now  1"  The  reply  was  "  No." 
He  was  next  asked  if  he  had  any  money  in  his  pocket,  the  response 
was,  "  sixpence."  Upon  searching,  however.  Etches  found  in  his 
pockets,  fifty-five  balance,  sixteen  pennies,  two  shillings,  two 
silver  watches,  and  other  article&  The  watches  were  identified  as 
%he  property  of  the  murdered  woman,  and  there  being  other  evi- 
dence of  a  corroborative  nature,  the  jury  had  no  hesitation  in 
pronouncing  the  prisoner  guilty. 

August  12,  13,  <b  14. — The  Nottingham  Chartists,  agreeably 
to  the  direction  of  a  ''  National  Convention,"  kept  their  notable 
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'*  three  days*  holiday."  Under  the  leadership  of  a  Mr.  James  1839 
Woodhouse,  several  hundreds,  chiefly  framework  knitters,  assem- 
bled on  the  12th  (Monday),  in  the  Market-place,  and  after 
parading  the  town  in  order,  four  abreast,  marched  to  the  Forest, 
where  Woodhouse  addressed  them,  and  besought  them  to  meet 
again  the  next  day  in  greater  numbers.  Those  who  had  arms 
were  told  not  to  leave  them  at  home.  The  meeting  was  dispersed 
by  the  arrival  of  the  Mayor  and  several  of  the  borough  and 
county  Magistrates,  along  with  Sir  Charles  Napier  and  Sir  Oha& 
O'Donnell,  (the  two  Generals  of  the  district,  of  which  Nottingham 
was  the  head-quarters),  Sir  Maxwell  Wallace  (Colonel  of  the  5th 
Dragoons),  and  Captain  Sullivan  (of  the  Rifles) ;  but  not  before 
Thomas  Nixon,  Esq.,  of  NuttaU,  was  grossly  insulted  and  pelted 
with  stones.  The  Dragoons  were  drawn  up  and  ready  for  action 
in  front  of  the  Windmill  tavern,  had  their  services  been  required. 
Thus  ended  the  first  day. 

On  the  second,  the  authorities  were  again  exiaremely  vigilant^ 
and  dispersed  several  meetings,  which  the  Chartists  attempted  to 
hold  in  various  parts  of  the  town ;  but  not  without  much  diffi- 
culty, for  the  mob,  driven  from  one  place,  speedily  rallied  in 
another,  and  kept  the  magistrates,  police,  special  constables,  and 
military  in  perpetual  movement  till  near  twelve  o'clock  at  night 

Early  on  Wednesday,  the  third  day,  Woodhouse  was  appre- 
hended at  his  house  in  Hyson  Green,  and  was  escorted  to  the  Town  • 
QtLol  by  a  company  of  Riflemen.  The  Chartists  attempted  to 
meet  on  Mapperley  Plains,  but  rain  descending  heavily  and  with 
little  prospect  of  cessation,  the  last  day's  holiday  passed  away  in 
quietness. 

Woodhouse  was  brought  before  Lord  Denman,  at  the  follow- 
ing March  Assizes,  along  with  Jonathan  Barber,  Joseph  Wright^ 
and  Thomas  Legge,  three  of  his  political  associates,  but  t^ey 
were  discharged  from  custody  on  enteiring  in  recognizances  to 
appear  again  when  called  on. 

September  26. — Opening  of  the  new  church  at  Sneinton,  and 
consecration  of  the  addition  to  the  burial-ground,  by  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln.  The  church  will  seat  720  persons.  This  was  on  the 
occasion  of  his  lordship's  first  episcopal  visit  to  Nottinghamshire. 
On  the  27th,  he  re-opened  St.  Mary's,  after  considerable  aJteraUcms. 

October  25. — Commemoration  of  the  Weslejran  Centenaiy. 
Services  were  held  in  Halifax-place  and  Wesley  chapels,  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  G.  Marsden  and  the  Rev.  T.  Walker ;  and  in  th« 
school-rooms  under  the  former  upwards  oi  eleven  hundred  persons 
partook  of  tea. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St  AnrCe  Ward^ 
John  Keely,  junr.,  and  William  Felkin ;  Byron,  Richard  Sutton 
and  George  Parkin;  Castle,  John  Nunn  and  John  Harrison; 
Exchange,  Edward  Wood  and  ThomsuB  Bailey ;  St,  Mary* a,  William 
Potter  and  George  Atkinson ;  Pa^rk,  Robert  Siemds  and  William 
Parsons;  Sherwood^  Benjamin  Goodhead  and  William  Blackwdl. 
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1839  November  9. — Mr.  William  Boworth  appointed  Mayor ; 

Jonathan  Neville,  Sheriff. 

November  13. — Mr.  John  Butler  elected  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  for  St  Ann's  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Keely, 
who  had  refused  to  qualify,  llie  Council  now  consisted  of  50 
Liberals  and  6  Conservatiyes. 

December  19. — Opening  of  the  Wesleyan  Association  chapel, 
Kent-street  The  sermons  were  preached  by  the  Kev.  H.  L. 
Adams,  of  Newark. 

December  27. — Mr.  Edwin  Patchitt  appointed  Clerk  to  the 
newly  formed  Court  of  Requests. 

Another  of  those  periodic  seasons  of  disla'ess,  induced  by  a 
general  depression  of  the  industrial  interests  of  the  district, 
plunged  the  town  into  a  state  of  acute  suffeiing.  It  commenced 
in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  and  continued  until  the  following 
spring.  The  applications  for  relief  from  the  poor-rates  became  sp 
numerous  towards  the  end  of  November,  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  were  compelled  to  find  out-door  labour  for  able-bodied 
applicants  with  families  of  children.  On  the  26th  of  that  month, 
sixty  of  them  were  set  to  work  on  the  new  road  near  the  Coppice- 
lodge  ;  and  the  Mayor,  who  exerted  himself  very  nobly  and  suo- 
cessfully  in  furnishing  relief  from  private  sources,  prepared  a  list 
of  367  men,  unemployed  by  the  Guardians,  who,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  amounting  to  more  than  a  thousand  persons,  were 
found  literally  starving.  In  the  course  of  another  week,  the  list 
waB  frightfully  increased. 

From  a  calculation  made  on  the  6th  of  December,  it  was 
ascertained  that  3,481  persons  were  receiving  relief,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  from  the  poor-rates  of  the  Nottingham  Union.  The 
classification  was  as  follows : — Inmates  of  the  workhouse,  541 ; 
recipients  of  out-door  relief,  1,367 ;  120  men  employed  on  the 
roads,  with  their  families,  640 ;  152  pensioners,  with  their  families, 
670 ;  children  fed  and  taught  in  the  school,  but  sleeping  with  their 
parents  out  of  the  house,  150 ;  and  persons  supplied  daily  with  a 
dinner,  113.  A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Exchange  Hall, 
Dec.  7,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  raise  n 
subscription  for  the  purpose  of  affording  employment  to  those  out 
of  work,  such  as  should  not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  course  of 
labour.  The  speakers  were  Sir  Charles  Napier,  I.  Wright,  Esq.,  J. 
Smith  Wright,  Esq.,  Messrs.  R  Moriey,  T.  Wakefield,  and  W. 
Felkin.  This  subscription  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £5425  10s.  9d., 
and  was  expended  as  follows  : — Wages  to  men  employed  on  the 
Race-course,  Mapperley-hills,  and  other  places,  with  superintendents 
and  clerks,  £1758  12s.  lOd;  for  tools  and  repairing,  £66  12s.  3d.; 
incidental  expenses,  including  coals,  rent,  candles,  advertising,  and 
stationery,  £57  4s.  lid.;  bread,  distributed  by  district  visitors, 
£1069  5s.  9d. ;  potatoes,  £366  7s.  6d. ;  and  blankets  and  sheets^ 
£107  7s.  7d.  The  relief  committee,  of  which  the  Mayor  was 
chairman,  completed  its  labours  in  March,  1840. 
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1840. 

Jarvuary. — The  authorities,  in  anticipation  dP  an  insurrec-  l-o40 
tionary  movement,  adopted  precautionary  measures.  From  the 
10th  to  the  17th  of  this  month,  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates  were 
in  almost  constant  attendance  at  the  Police  Office,  in  order  that 
if  any  outbreak  took  place,  no  difficulty  might  arise  from  the 
absence  of  a  repressive  directory.  The  troops  were  under  arms 
every  evening,  and  piquets  of  Dragoons  traversed  the  town  and  its 
environs  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  The  Bifle  Brigade  were 
also  in  readiness  to  act  at  a  moment's  notice  ;  but  the  tranquillity 
of  the  town  was  not  disturbed. 

January  10. — Commencement  of  the  penny  postage  of  letters. 
Under  the  old  system  the  postage  to  London  was  lOd. ;  to  Bir- 
mingham, 8d  ;  to  Manchester,  8d. ;  to  Leicester,  6d. ;  to  Derby, 
5d. ;  to  Mansfield,  4d. ;  and  to  other  places  in  proportion. 

March  19. — Death  of  Alexander  Manson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
at  Darley  Dale,  aged  66  years.  He  had  served  thirteen  years  in 
the  Boyal  Navy,  and  was  at  the  capture  of  Martiniqua  Subse- 
quently, for  30  years,  he  practised  as  a  physician  in  Nottingham, 
with  eminent  success. 

April  21. — ^Institution  of  the  Nottinghamshire  Rural  Police. 

April  23. — ^The  comer-stone  of  Trinity  church  was  laid,  with 
the  usual  ceremonials,  by  John  Smith  Wright,  Esq.  The  plate 
affixed  to  it  bore  the  annexed  inscription : — *'  The  comer-stone  of 
this  church,  erected  by  subscription,  and  to  be  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  was  laid  on  Thursday,  the  23rd  day  of  April,  1840, 
by  «r ohn  Smith  Wright,  Esq.  The  Venerable  John  Henry  Brown, 
Archdeacon  of  Ely;  John  Pemberton  Plumptre,  Esq.,  M.P., 
Kobert  Bamsden,  Elsq.,  and  Francis  Wellford,  Esq.,  Trustees; 
Henry  Isaac  Stevens,  Architect.     jEphesiane  ii.  19 — 22." 

May, — An  elegant  soup  tureen  of  silver,  200oz.  weight,  was 
presented  to  C^eral  Ferguson.  On  one  side  of  it  were  classical 
civic  devices,  inscribed  <<  Magna  Charta"  and  '<  Bill  of  Rights,'' 
with  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  (General ;  and  on  the  other, 
were  the  arms  of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  and  the  subjoined 
inscription: — "Presented  by  the  Friends  and  Constituents  of 
General  Sir  Bonald  Crauford  Ferguson,  K.G.C.B.,  Colonel  of  the 
79th  Highland^-s,  and  Representative  in  Parliament  for  the  Town 
of  Nottingham,  in  testimony  of  their  great  respect  for  his  private 
worth,  and  in  grateful  remembrance  of  his  public  services."  Messrs. 
"R,  Morley,  J.  Heard,  and  T.  Wakefield  were  the  gentlemen 
through  whose  exertions  it  was  chiefly  that  the  testimonal  was 
subscribed  for.  The  C^eral,  in  a  letter  returning  thanks,  said, 
"  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  all  the  subscribers  for 
their  generous  kindness^  and  can  assure  them  that,  when  I  am 


442  THB  NOTTINGUAM    DATB-BOOK. 

1840  gone,  their  gift  will  be  guarded  by  my  fomily,  as  the  highest  honoar 
ever  conferred  upon  their  father." 

June  8. — Opening  of  the  Nottingham  Mechanics'  Exhibitioni 
which  occupied  the  noble  suite  of  the  Exchange  Rooms,  lengthened 
by  the  addition  of  a  massive  wooden  building,  extending  through 
the  large  window  partly  over  the  Market-place,  and  presenting  a 
range  of  180  feet.  At  half-past  ten  in  the  forenoon,  a  public 
procession  was  formed  at  the  Guildhall,  as  follows : — Band  of  the 
7th  Dragoon  Guards,  officers  of  the  Mechanics'  Institution,  several 
Magistrates,  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  with  their  gold  and 
silver  maces,  the  committee,  and  a  number  of  gentlemen.  The 
gentlemen  forming  the  procession  were  welcomed  on  their  arrival 
by  the  pealing  strains  of  an  organ,  and  three  times  three  hearty 
oheera  The  exhibition  was  one  of  the  most  attractive  ever  wit- 
nessed in  Nottingham.  Its  prominent  features  were  a  superb 
collection  of  paintings,  statuary,  antiquities,  architectural  models, 
machinery,  and  specimens  of  natural  history ;  the  whole  present- 
ing, especially  when  illuminated,  a  most  brilliant  and  enchanting 
sight. 

The  exhibition  continued  open  until  Wednesday,  November 
4th,  when  it  was  closed  with  a  grand  concert.  The  total  numbw 
of  visitors  was  125,544,  and  the  receipts  at  the  doors,  £2,974. 

JufM  15  &  16. — ^Cricket  match  at  Brighton,  between  Notting« 
ham  and  Sussex.  The  Nottingham  players  were  Mr.  Pfttchitt, 
Mr.  Foxcpoft,  Mr.  Creswell,  Mr.  T.  B.  Charlton,  Mr.  T.  R  Red- 
gate,  and  Clark,  Barker,  Guy,  C^rratt,  Parr,  and  ]^edgate.  The 
score  was  as  follows :  Sussex,  only  innings,  225;  Nottingham,  104 
and  62. 

Jvjnt  18  &  19. — From  Brighton  the  Nottingham  players  (with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Patchitt,  for  whom  Mr.  Johnson  was  substi- 
tuted) proceeded  to  Town  Mailing,  to  contend  with  the  flower  of 
Kent.  Here  they  amply  retriev^  their  misfortunes ;  for  while 
at  Brighton  the  Sussex  men  obtained  an  easy  conquest,  at  Town 
Mailing  our  townsmen  defeated,  with  nearly  an  innings  to  spare, 
a  Kentish  eleven  that  included  eight  players  who  in  Ihe  previous 
season  had  themselves  successfully  contented  with  all  England. 
Kent  scored  88  and  120,  and  Nottingham  203  and  6. 

Jvly  16. — A  large  public  meeting  of  ratepayers,  convened  by 
the  Mayor,  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  subject  of  aproposd 
new  union  poorhouse.  The  proposition  for  such  erection  was  very 
strongly  condemned,  the  speakers  being  Messrs.  J.  Brewster,  R. 
Sutton,  R  S.  Maples,  T.  Bishop,  T.  H.  Smith,  and  J.  Whyatt. 

This  was  the  commencement  of  an  agitation  that  led  ultimately 
to  an  important  change  in  the  political  aspect  of  the  town.  The 
New  Poor  Law,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  was  extremely  unpopu- 
lar with  probably  nine-tenths  of  the  local  population  :  its  stringent 
enactments,  the  compulsory  in-door  test,  the  separation  of  man 
and  wife,  the  parting  of  mothers  and  children,  the  '*  skilly" 
diet,  k^s  ^^f^  aU  ek>  different  from;  the  former  Elizabethan  syBtem, 
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that  they  were  looked  upon  as  most  obnoxious ;  and  directly  it   1840 
was  intimated  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  contemplated  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  house,  with  the  view,  as  was  alleged,  of  carrying  the 
new  law  into  full  operation,  the  utmost  indignation  was  expressed, 
and  the  present  meeting  the  result. 

The  Guardians,  however,  who  were  chiefly  of  the  Whig 
party,  spurred  on  by  their  clerk,  Mr.  Bamett,  and  by  communi- 
cations from  Somerset  House,  felt  it  their  duty  to  persevere  in 
their  intention ;  but  having  every  possible  impediment  thrown  in 
their  way,  the  only  piece  of  land  they  could  secura  for  their  pur> 
pose,  was  the  site  subsequently  known  as  Sherwood  Rise. 

This  site  being  in  the  county,  and  completely  out  of  the 
Union,  had  a  tendency  to  still  more  heighten  the  general  dissatis- 
faction ;  and  on  the  24th  of  August,  another  public  meeting  of 
ratepayers  was  held  in  opposition  to  the  project,  in  the  Guildhall. 
The  Mayor  again  presided,  and  the  chief  speakers  were  the  Rev. 
W.  J.  Butler,  and  Messrs.  T.  Bishop,  R.  Sutton,  T.  Knight,  J. 
Brewster,  R  Goodhead,  and  G.  Whitehead.  Resolutions  calling 
upon  the  Guardians  to  heed  the  voice  of  public  opinion  and 
desist  from  their  purpose  were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  25th,  the  Guardians,  who  were  not  to  be  moved  by 
what  they  regarded  as  a  mistaken  opposition,  passed  a  resolution 
to  immediately  purchase  the  ten  acres  of  land,  situate  in  the  Rad- 
ford and  Lenton  parishes,  and  proceed  with  the  erection.  The 
gentlemen  thus  courageous,  were  Messrs.  Carter,  Eddison,  Carver, 
Yickers,  Herbert^  Blackwell,  Chamberlain,  Dunn,  Leake,  Forth, 
and  Roome. 

The  land  was  accordingly  purchased  of  Lord  Chesterfield, 
and  the  union  poorhouse  would  assuredly  have  been  built  there 
had  not  the  Corporation  interferred.  The  Town  Council,  how- 
ever, at  a  special  meeting  on  the  18th  of  September,  agreed  to 
offer  them  the  site  on  Back  Commons  as  a  substitute ;  and  here 
the  new  Union  Workhouse  was  erected  in  1841,  at  a  cost  of 
X17,500,  for  1,1^0  paupers.  The  front  of  the  building  is  a  large 
brick  structure,  consisting  of  a  centre  and  two  wings  36d  feet  long. 
Including  the  yard  the  house  covers  an  enclosed  area  of  three 
acres ;  it  is  lighted  by  three  hundred  windows.  The  governor's 
apartments  and  the  stores  are  in  the  centre  of  the  building.  The 
dining-hall,  which  is  capable  of  seating  700,  is  used  as  a  chapeL 

The  remembrance  of  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  Whig 
Guardians  adhered  to  their  project,  long  survived  their  term  of 
office  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  contributed 
greatly  not  only  to  an  entire  change  o£  the  political  complexion 
of  the  Board,  but  also  to  the  success  of  Mr.  Walter  at  the  next 
Parliamentary  election. 

Jvly  22. — Her  Majesty  Queen  Adelaide  visited  Nottingham, 
on  her  way  from  Belton  House,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to 
Harewood,  near  Leeds.  The  Royal  cortege^  consisting  of  three 
carriagesi  with  an  escort  of  Dragoons,  in'  its  progress  along  the- 


4M^  un'^McmMQUAU'miomnoam 

ISMi  Ft^othl«Mij'je«ffiit-s«M^/ttad'.^       tliir»lC<MrigathxitMB«{BiJ3tO(;4l9i' 

otOf^^^i^ffimn  "^bfWiigBfiiibar*^  idkietjoih^oih^ 

both  of  whom  were  introduced  to  the  Queen  by  EarBiJEUilep^tflMid 
hfi(4^i^^hiflia€U$oilC>ooibet8Bi^tHbltliiiMb  MijestS^/  m^vfrvp^tvate 
rMq^tkfli  ro<nii^'ifoiiflMri€[iiiaiMit«i^vc'H  feiUnn^oUm'  1|idv 

StM«>if  iA)«tt^^al(i«tKjhbQib  iiGitsatnananl}en  Inub-^den'jpdiaittbdi' 
b){^«kio£  ulUo^tlxe  £tKta»i^MrdiI«iulidn'knr  JJwyefcy  lyiiiingi  ^JAny  f 
tlM>t{AMfo»tti  ti[(t«k^lNioieptt w^iteooaJnH^ 

o«  ihii^  ^rai(t^rjiri;||V>  gvkittd.  ntgha^ipldijiWij iw<ewy^<hpt«aiaev  ndtUo 
tU#%teMplioii)tfafttr'au£la»rloofeith»|ii^  Buand^ 

agiaii^  iprb^edl  >9iDtdnoiii4  iaoiinffi  lid&wid^^SpteiS^^oMaiigliam'siS&i 
aiAl>'M/>^  Uijixq  i'.  bin-  ,<iiioi.Uniq8-i9q  bioo  .itiioixii  aid  /li  -yoi  h.^ii')?-. 
Hi  ^iM;em6e(S  ^M-QlliB  Ifaniwpaiiicbetiofcis.'^Wor^taiitwi^  B^nn^:} 
T^^Ht^teutl^pwfcif dhniHioiflifiifi  J^^^  Bf ta^iitifcirUhm ad  iJSKaci i 
Bridooki;  V  ilcMtilipvJ<>hl>f(BrgwH»yTia[Dd>  N.I  Hai^Tiirfcitt  ;iiLS3BeybNi|tt(Fa 
Tbdftias.'Noj^k  dud:J«ditt??inkyfttt4\kSli>iiJI£iBr^  iGatteH>  a»tl  9;!'' 
VMt^lMA  '^ iif^n4e^  T.  Clonrmad t  Ji.  Bivkhtad^^fti iMmnoBoct;  <3mitli^> 
Fowkii? knd^^i^UbLttifindtluo  71  r.t Hi. 'I |.  j.  ol(j .*-''•  >:<i' <)<)'>  o>{  i>ojo'<.t'-|.  ].::^c 

:?  ^iNdif»kb^  QiiwiTiM;  «l^tiaq.D€  >  'Mayor  waa>attMidM(!b3ri«tel  ^D'  <  ^ 
tiiil^ifaa^Tnpi^i^iit^i  '«Mr.  AtiMman^HeaaMf'tvcNie  iii>!tk0^t»val>- 
coimie^'iaiid  n6]ninatHl^i{.r.«  Bichiurd <PTe8tx>n^  the  Igcntl^maiv.  hsipon;  "^ 
w^om  tUd  liJbeml'Coiiiioiltors  ha4*l>ri««4Mi7>agreedt(iD''odii€e^>JAdo 
dignity,  and  the  proposition  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  KlkinL;  ^  Mni't 
livAfi^  Hill,  rase  and  >c^je6ted: 

Jtii  •Etiiiioiii'to  widiwitwiittdiJiyaalAot'BBtiiiybtd  be  <mi£Kfe  burgbsa^^ 
list,  having  ceased  to  occupy  the  premises  that  had  given  hha^  ithet' ^ 
qMiifloAi«Ml;rttiid  bem^ent^t'by  ihe  SStU^eetiftb  of 'tlM^ Muni- 
cipal Act,  woulJ)«tt^fidMyihb  (tasted  •frwBi  ofyejie^ett'if'^Aeo^ 
Sot^dsa^  c4oiK£uDon9^^'ai])di'^fan^t6ir  ipervikled  -the-  fiiil;  landithe 
leading jekiwoiiro^afibotkry^  Miihd  tiw  >:^  tovr 

aiedretW  pla^/and'^cld'JHmubeciimfer^  ^ifM  fal«nbptloHr} 
w«»^atdeirigth  btoke^Lby  (iMbiiT.  Bailey ^CbnserviaHjve),  iwikb  ^iltomidf'i 
up  ta.ioBgrattd'estoitiiig'Vpeediy  hJ^wMch^  he^s^etirvpepiMCIotimcii  - 
tQ<daiM^;d»dDetAeidliI^<f£i|>av(»^  >by  hbmi^atihgtJtfi).  ^H;>  Fency.'" 
Mftr^lWiK^vhl(^ve'i^;idediaiUtkeiion(m^  that  X>r.^' 

Pigiott^'be^^i^^tedivMayor ;  :'biti  the*  Doctol*',  ^ho'  appeaoned  tnudh' » 
surprised,  expressed  his  great  unwillingness  to  serve  the  offioei  * 
Business  was  thus  again  brought  to  a  stand,  and  after  further  de- 
lay, in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  T.  Wakefield  was  seen  to  be 

*  TMfl  eleoUon  was  declared  invmlid,  owing  to  the  drcvmstanoe  of  then  being  no  pre- 
lidiaf  AMtroMii ;  wi-llr.  J.  Blrldi«id  ud  Mr.  H.  Percy  were  robeequently  retuisud. 
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urging  the  Doctor  to  consent,  the  nomination  was  seconded  by  Ao4U 
Mr.  J.  Hedderley.  Dr.  Pigott  rose,  and  nominated  Mr.  Joseph 
Frearson.  Mr.  Frearson  begged  that  the  motion  might  not  be 
seconded  Mr.  Preston's  name  was  then  withdrawn,  and  that  of 
the  Doctor  being  put  to  the  Council,  was  approved  of  unanimously. 
Dr.  J.  M.  B.  Pigott,  amidst  loud  laughter,  removed  unwillingly 
to  the  bench,  made  the  requisite  declaration,  and  took  his  seat  a|i 
Mayor.  At  the  same  meeting,  Mr.  Thomas  Roberts,  junr.,  was 
elected  Sheri£[l 

November  12. — Mr.  James  Hitchins,  the  Coroner  of  Lincoln, 
very  nearly  fell  a  victim  to  a  covert  attempt  at  murder.  He  was 
undergoing  a  term  of  imprisonment  in  the  County  Caol,  for  hav* 
ing  been  connected  with  certain  malpractices  at  a  recent  Newark 
election,  and  was  accustomed  to  receive  presents  from  his  private 
friends  and  political  sympathisers.  Early  this  morning  he  received 
from  London,  a  parcel  containing  a  large  plum  oaka  About 
eleven  o'clock,  he  ate  a  small  portion  ol  the  cake,  taking  also  a 
glass  of  wine.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  seiaed  with  a  violent 
aioknesB,  accompanied  by  acute  pain  at  the  stomach,  a  burning 
sensation  in  his  tiutMt,  cold  perspirations,  and  a  partial  contrao- 
tion  of  the  limbs.  Mr.  Attenburrow,  the  gaol  surgeon,  was  in 
immediate  attendance,  and  by  the  applicaticm  of  prompt  remedies^ 
auooeeded  in  saving  Mr.  Hitchins'  life ;  but  it  was  many  months 
ere  he  recovered  anything  like  his  usual  health  and  vigour.  Mr» 
Attenburrow  submitted  a  piece  of  the  cake  to  a  careful  analysisi 
and  detected  so  considerable  a  quantity  of  arsenic,  that,  if  distri- 
buted throughout  the  whole  in  an  equal  proportion,  the  loaf  roust 
have  contained  upwards  of  two  ounces.  The  guilty  party,  though 
strongly  suspected,  was  never  brought  to  justice.  The  Secretary 
of  State  thought  propw,  however,  to  at  once  release  Mr.  Hitchins 
from  custody. 

Noveinber  17. — Mr.  Edmund  Percy  elected  a  Councillor  for 
St.  Ann's  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hicklin,  who  had  neglected 
to  qualify. 

November  26. — Mr.  F.  E.  Shipley  elected  into  the  CounoQ 
for  Exchange  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  £.  Wood 

During  this  year  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  to  enclose 
about  18  acres  of  land,  called  the  *<  Lammas  Field,"  lying  between 
the  Park  and  Derby-road,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary..  On  this 
piece  of  land  have  been  erected  the  Catholic  Church,  with  houses 
ior  the  Bishop  and  Priests ;  a  Nunnery,  with  schools  attached ; 
St.  Thomas's  Church  ;  the  Particular  Baptist  Chapel  and  Schools; 
the  Scotch  Baptist  Chapel ;  the  Albert  Hall;  the  People's  College; 
and  a  Reservoir  and  works  in  connection  with  the  Waterworks 
Com^Htiiy. 
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4i%  TilR)}N0TXIN(MMll>l4KKTBynadaL 

Wr'^l     1^ih;<j<»<(ll[f  'M'Mif  t'»7M  /»/;-w    v.,i|f{tr,fj     i['.i(fw     (li^rfi     r^iiJ,     fool     "W-t/f 

lftj.1     '*^^'^    'l'»iilv.    jl.-iv^    uriiil.'o  tMii  if.;  Mfpi'-v*   il.il   -.ilJ  bo3r^'»-i  .miiq  "^iiiV/ 

lofc|iknib)iiihe  A^^ldng^bliidBdK>l)(Tlie  IWb  Haii*  wakK»nifbdi^ 
aiKpntkiinai^d  a88wUkBLfi;e,xp0eBidftdi>^ev  i^  B,iiriujjiv«iT«e.  faatnaA 
Whit^MTil^B  t^fltimonuil^/  a^siivto  gohiel^^'iyis.ftfrDMilly-  ytMBepfedi 
hj  Mv^^^se}»li  BuHMige,.'  -who  r  ireniarlied  *  ithat  *  &t  i  fvmm  lai  (|de»flU!i§f 
ftlktoi«di|-f  A^h  iBiyworth'fli  ckorMot^^t^^'^^iiv  hoJinaShtaMeduilfas 
mi^eMTj^ltof  ,the*JibiW^>  bd  ikaid>aitftil7T(&niiiig4ieald;  for 4he  fMitamd 

-m  (t()^(f6rMa«^^-^n  the-civii^  the  exoairbrtidnsifeiritiM  ^busd^IAmy 
eJE  4rhe  newttpooadicxmei  liuii|aiL'<boaacB'W6K(^  iniicirvcimd-diir  grckit»uiii.> 
bers,  along  with  fragments  of  stonework,  parti  o£'>'li''jNUidinaaftifoi 
^^doA  tiie%  i  ie veitil  >  i  brass  <  ^ntig^'  a  ianrge  «tene^ ! eoffiv,  andl'iother 
oniiilquEtieeJ  • :  - /ilMy i  ^era^  loiiild'  IprincipkllT^  in  Uraitovin^t  tkwcift 
from  ,the \ib^  eisdriof '^he'  ijrard  neottto  W*ciodbo^iigh*hiad;'^^> i (f - > i  ^rif>:; 
;Hl.t  '{Ih-aditiDn«liad'long)pointbd  outtidiiiBAsi^inteiol vtheianesodtt 
eUmvfajMKl'biirifi^^roubdiM  ^  'iMiokmalfhwc  iiar.tberiJK^MKlmqpl 
documentary  proof,  the  fact  had  been  receirBdiiwdik  ^«i  :di6grd0(bf 
$oepici0tiU>  Sbckdoniibk  ^fk&  ndw«dispened.ii  •iOle'^cini^dhiisi^der- 
sttiod  1  to'di«JVB/been''deihQli8hed  in  '^e  reign  of  •  Bdm^rdl  -lUL  n ISn 
bones,  considering  thsL&:theyiin^st  Mvelamiiniitlie  soil  at  Idssij&ni 
lumdced^ttira,  i««re<8iirprisii)gly:|Dferfeot.  -i  ■  t.i!  >[/.  i:<  !1  lii  I 
r^rt*  ii^/iOi^Death'cfifiiriiRcuO.  Fe£ga8on,-MwfP.,taged^7i2'3reMtiL 
The  galiatiiiiQeneonil  en1ieredi.ihB-ann{^  iBtsaii;- ensign^  inrT :>W9(l^-^BBi4[ 
atteinAd  the>miik;d^  MjijoiHGiaii^i^  iii  I808.>l  OBseferai^/odoaskma 
liedirtihgidshed'.biiiisslf  asagood  loldicnr^and  ibokt  mbkrilba^eii^ 
biit  in  ^he;  midst  off  his  fartl&ai  ]caiDeer  .iathe  /Peninfitda^-^/waib 
CDiapeUediib]^  anBdHereidndibpeaitfoii,  itL  wkidi  his  lilcj  <  watf  uin 
imn^eat  •  daii^^l  to*  i  nithdrair  ^oti '  4  *  tihua  i  fponl '  active/  met^wk 
He  surtedf  in-  ilieuMierf^-  as^^Goptain,  liiL  ;1.7'9d^  tdotd  irecei^dta'twound 
iiiiiliiaik&ee.  --ti^B'iima^t^tihe^fitst'aad  aeciond'toaptiU'e  df  ihe^Cape 
ofi  TGoad  >Uope,  and  'no^ived  a  m^al  fop  th^'  actiansiat  IMeia  and 
yJ3aAie9&4^mhefr^tiht  oommaBded>ai brigade as) A(aJ€nr«€ieneraL it- tBif 
]MBHdeathi^)fcibe>Golbi«Bkjit  ofi  the  7t9tbi  Kegimen^t  of  iftdot^idrOameimi 
Highiaiidflrs^>beoaBifi>'yaG^iit{j.''n'-i{'  i.-ri-.  .v.^.  !'-...t-.Mi->  m  /t'.f/^^  <■.+ 
[>({,'.  Aprii i26K.t^!Nittiiinatio]i> lof  icikiididatea ^to . isnpply vtlift •  vadanojft 
^1  »the>  tir^res^tation  >of <  >  tbe ( <tov<nvi  -  -ooca^iued  hy  ^lOi  death  ->  (ol 
(jl^oerail  Fer|fus0fr/'i  John  Walt^fi',  Ebe^.  (€bnseryatii!e)^' WM-sobi]*' 
fiated.bji^Mr.iWnii.Rowortbaiid  !Mj^/T.  Ri  GharhongiiilndlQebC 
G.  de'HviLarpont^  Esq.  i(Iiiberal)yb]r  Lord  RantliffeanduMriirF^ 
Hart.  The  i  sliow  >  iof  -  handd  was :  in  fayour  ol  ibe  fbrman  ^  The 
ncdBlioMian  a^as  tOQd .  ooatioftied:  .sceile  of  riot^  Jghtibg;  and  Ticdence, 
adrvd  aai/tihef^  Mr.  IJUtttent  novibifi  supporters  ooidd  obtaii&a  heorbigk 
The'  itopu^  I  ufKNa  M^htch-i  lUtis  'lelecf^ioa  moiMefi   toi '  Akingfr  v^wur  ntbb 


New  Poor  Ltaw,  than  which  nothing  was  ever  more  unpopuUr    1841 
amongst  the  bulk  of  the  townspeople     Mr.  Walter  appeared  as 
its  great  opponent ;  while  upon  the  head  of  Mr.  Larpent  (or  "the 
/Sarpent/'  as  the  populace  call^d^^i|,  as  the  representative  of  the 
Whig  party,  rested  the  full  weight  of  the  odium  with  which  the    r .  p  r 
Imwfkrasikeg^rd^  iThia^ieveiiehistiaMjoi^^ibgstMas^eageriy^ken    ^^^^ 
tdvanitBge  >of)ir.9iiid>fthed(8jrniptote^  putehJ&gi^pnsvkt^dibj/^tM 

imbIioliti«nx)l^;s  diuil^  aiiest;  ^ai^itlodfMkigfiiRbdgf.  M/{Iii/(thiar|>rol 
doation/^eTeiyt^iingithat  eoviUl)'«bQBF6'A/dMobgiB9!  infliMtmiil/upfiiB 
ihd-^maBf^iuliiMt.y.LATpeixVi^  eleoltiioii  iji^MiieagdBb^  in^VtedyiidiM 
baBg«icpiidttetedifbyi-btie)>til'ithe)'ilitet»ry,  >Btaffrr<)C  i\ifi9^i3fitnH  ^ 
wbich^iMisj  rlKaltei^  wtaui  ofaiefi]>ro|idetoii^>  ift  /irt^irvediits'i^rpbaa  ntkfi 
^ireatr fMfcMKju't  vk-riv^h  psMirktion;  dinMM  qhaiiae^i^y  nlMsitiia 
Bearwood  Chronicle,  was  issued  by  the  Liberals,  bliij^4Mt{(^i]^ 
poddjBbbadr  vdtfarr^[}inl(  afaiiajt^y  mkt  'diami§p  jSQ(toa^tiv4^bingv<k»'^party 
Qir^/asTtfaat  liiriiiab<Ni':lD()rT  yi[»'obiwaDt6uaipQai'-la;wvibir><ii|ftaenottifwte 
tomrpgMrotixsB^ife^leuiMi  ,Aio'^-"mu)1h  'lo  r'-Ui-nnynvii  iliiv/  ^nola  ,«iM(f 
'T'itxjiThjsm  ,wite( Alaoiaisenoiii  jlefectibwrimbil/titer'iLibaiiftl  iimkisi^ 
HiB£v^r]^o^iRantii^iJifiB«)f<lidqy^  GiMWhitaifeady^ahNi^kaA 

gentlemeibjjvrhdvhad[)  Jiibheiita)  jaiwiiy4ris0tQdl.Mrithitfae  <^hi^  oioil 
%hrrin  Ahel  wbolsT  <wei^tii)lf  rtfa^im  ^i^eiBfqL^dntdj^t&eioaoalas'idl  the 
dppmtei.par^jii^  and  weirel£(iiIov(^  .bjp  Mrb  JufB^f^ehaddlfliaEiifyfldie 
^Qler'^i>tlieiOfcirrtiatiU')-r>'i   if)'»<f   hnif  ioj/1  fuli  /iooiq  Y'ii*'l.'i'>ncDr>oI) 

•i»i' {I}he(pdlli«ia8'4^eniiHilikb|e(B7^i  aA/t  Idwrliafoil:^  aftaiiiqeii^ 
wihin  it'  blbsed^i^e'^number»iiweiiBl>afi>^ioUailMix«^WadAcirf>tlBiti(d9 
Latpen^  h7  iSi^, -iikkjointyslixrf  Mr  J  i^m\iipKli2MLi  '^firiMlirHiio'j  .x'^irrxif 
The  Hon.  Member  lrBfl'id^aii:9drrat({iiooB'iilietl(>lkN6^iBglc^^ 
^Qu»«numUerjof  .t^>Mta(fcora,:2aA!l  UieViqiiteLfaitjfjjBl^^bkie^Hb^k  dis- 
|>buf e(!^' '  vieroi  great ;  beyioHd  ^^Mraoed^hlbnSf he  /tnbimfi^iliiisiki^  wiS 
eov«rMb.wSAh)hiB0<^k,'ttttd  ]ndifalue»fltad)i.f)ft6^vltfW8ei^  UitivMM 
shaJMdilikdA  thell,  knountaAIoa  h'cqtrnis^Ep&ilodyii^ndediJ'Jtiliita^kxNl 
cLra^vniiby.iiouiiigi^yhbrsiu,  vidt  ptetOiiniift  in ! bluet dndipiiikiiiThd 
rdute', vtahki  mis  (Imfar  tUe  .Gtor^BLf  UVudmif^alien^  EdhimiisinBt^ 
tte  LoBg^rote^ :  BwHJt]  ll»ltotili^vBoRl(di^{to^ad€^  J  l£^<alre^^  £Qiim< 
beir48treet/''i^linii«Bi-|fdiff,laiid.Q^  eH 

•<( ;'  xAuhe  fi>-4:^oi|seriiratms  fasti vaiiiwdheTiDamtie-^yfaird,  .tefwflfihbatB 
thfi"  retiw^  tef^.iMr.>i:WkiltBit  Ij^fPhe  jairsiigmaebli^  ('i4|ohidfaigr>tBe 
0ibkctidbBiofi'tbreii8j^<Houii)ia^ueds^  ii[bleB>iiacin;iberdtta!( 

faai»i£oi'>«in0ibTietotft/iamh,^  eiie^ctllidkgitHati^owJiifjkbafdiBteil 

to  gaiety  or  comfort.  Several  thousarfdjptrecajS-aaF^i^yapAwnlfjyM 
tjbieriiB^beibg'iiiiqyrtheiflii^lGuidiJbaikiiei^  and 

iimilii4;)iiao€b,  ptteiSMrtediXBiii^Qahaittifi^^tt^  sooiM/i&V'iiqltlteviteaj 

Mrl  »Hiaklip^ial^^«h^  Kv:iWU4r.I>B«ddT0v/oSajiai%^l&gii(^llild 

gimci/bftTOnot^lkinab  irtotdth^Hiinldl^.i^^^  .0 

•:ti  yta»eilil-^Foiimdatit)fit  stdn^JO^  Lbntoh %)hai^laidll'      iiiiH 

r^a  3jimA^tHi4^diiyQltitiioiid6  £ftdiai»CMl^t^i^ed^'tte^#ltfiiwlO 

WiDttori  de<»Bttlinfejl^gndTBtckii|g8(witowti  ^i(-:$Qii#X!otil&fi«iiM^ 


'"^•'•^'Qri'^&ftiWiy;'  thfe"'4^,  ft  ^»ittlil^irdto<!t)to*ttMllk)ll^lb*f>th•a• 
;do^'6f  ^'inJfl  ''AiilbH^  6t&«i'^BM>jebte/tA  the-]^rBikifeimi;fiWhich 
xnanic  paunches,  o^  iFMwitb  YalitVi^  lilied;^  ni(iiM&«ti  d^MiUt^ 


^mt^  tiin^  )lte  BHi^;  ahd  ioth«i^  ^tibei^lhe  ^t^ipA  of  die  TbUows. 
No  estimato  can  be  formed  of  the  entire  number,  but'O^rtifixily 
^enySm^  s^c^'KuMred^  6ft  each^  6i(^.^  'Tki^'tMet^itoider  the 
feaidisi^hil^'t)^ '(^pVt^  ^re  '^aiH^riNi' ibi>e&4  bMki«pfti«ilM8 

' t>f  ^tibllc  tib\i<{^s.'''"'Aif  th^'^tdrd^df  d6h^in^d^>6d«'tl^^%i^ooldim)fy, 


night  or  day.  to  discharge  any  task  as&igii^  ^eUd^  *«^ketber>it^^te 

'YMg^tiihiBtibh  \it' k V(^f ,  &i^ %^Ur6  t^f  \a  H^g  ef^- «hW iK^itiW^ camp, 


-'^'''  ■  Mtrtac^,''th<?9*tavv' ^*^Hhfe>ddy'*f i!6ftm«rtiWl/»^'''Tok;iilwa 


|fef!*)^d^Wbto^5W«-^  'ehfe^'hiiWiiig^i'tAfe'  Y^iiltt^fciliAiifeg^jhB. 


the  cm](S(iit^'Mi(-e'.' ''T^'^'sKM^^ti^irt}  ltod>ell<^  aiid  IjI^  fcattd- 
H'tcTif^  f»d(^i^i^-^dhe^''^fe  ti^db^fy^'used ;.  «nd  ike  •^obMbt 
i^nJ^din  theiBl«fM  'bfiiig'driVeA  fr<5m  fihe  field,  >¥fth  «MMhy  lM>lMn 


wiM  but  of  short  endurance.    |,4pt*|^pcp  TP3.|t,i^i)a    ■'■' 

f iwiiidaWe  .ati-lf*,'  lor,  ^vuohl  .(nJni^ca  i    flm  ,"5(  (-ll^jy  tfildV^  'S^JW" 
bepn  carried  ;  but  just  as  the  Und>a4M4,?iWf'f«lw,iB*fi|H't?,P;B-# 


Uift»peftk«rft,eai.ihV/<Aiw'l''li«vrjiig(,t^^^iii,iiuitauu  >viis  i^uWsfjr 

Libenula...  iy».ivWfrlti*Fi,,u(,i:^«iilg,.^rpp>.  the  Hal!  lij  tin.'  Poljfie 
titg«ie,dt9p8;.lii^,hi»t  picket  [*iojfAii.<J£.hi?;Piiipe.  _,    ,      ", 

out  to  auppress  fights  between  bodiL'm.^iFJyal  .iHuiha,  .H^he.i-oUue 

tha  B\w  roughs  pelted  thera  so  un mercifully  With  stones  t,t^t 

■)■  Mr.'CulMii'^  jurd,  wS«:«they-W|WftepLij»,a;'«t#titi  of  siege, ff(r 
.•onwilira*^-'  ■■■'.(,.■  .j),,  ■■,,;!  i.,  i,-.,,.-;.-  ,/; 

lit  ifiRwuig  tienJ^ht,  tie  tlMtJo^i^EHig .a^Jilts  were  huntiug  t^ 
rttWifptfli)*. ■  ij«iv^^.  p£  .plectora.  paai*cd  the  entire  iiigh(f,,i« 
fttwltingiWHi -sfnoJungiLt  F>lwu-.'Wi^iUti!s':«xpt!iise,  iu  tlie  ntipcr^tis 
■■¥'<?>»&i'illW4w  W'flacii.Hide.,    .i..  ■        ■    -  ,,  , 

.'(lUjTj^tifiWa'uloak  th?  .nestimoraiiig  the  Liberals,  .mftrshiijlad 
^iMb  f^inbivandiwlIJediifrtti.tQ.tAka  po^^Kesipu  pf  th^  poU-bool^ 
:tyi«y-,»Bllioaoal|)(,!bi|(,,f»w.,Pops*j-vjrti>'^«  .were  aei:n,atirnng,and 
though,  u  time  rolled  od,  their  vehicles  begaa  to  bring, in,  eleptftra 
■.&«»*lu('|tountffy^istvwl*'.l'OW(8.o£;thoiir  letuiera  were,  ivisjlJe,  and 
-^«itHjiitr4inAt'V  BFJdentJy  i  uppeariad  .(^sflonc^rt^- 1 ,  -  ilWr.  poU  imd 
;.<iiiptaii;teriBa,.h»weyer,  took  thaip,  plactiB;,  but,  tit- efe^  ^'c^W*. 
iim<5d«tt^f  wil^iiU'W,tW'l,^i^^f«>in«,§hpuiiBf'B^^Iy 
J,llbatel^!p,BUla.*^lllJi^^t^,hlul4^<4^pa^.gping,t(l,iil«I)SlIL'  ,  Still ,tEo 
■Ipotfsel^Wu*''  *m.,&a-:»u  jwur,' lafmy.beii^  picrndjiJ.'WB.lif  to.ijlje 
t4«*>«f^tbe  rHiHgiitttion,«jid,gthers .voting  simply  bacauae  liej  Fere 
iiiajAfc-Mflftibi'  !o)-.that]'urpo»ie..  But. the  SJ(eriff,,'tlittn:  doftt-tt'  the 
p^  Mid  on  (^tJsg,\if),)4ftfliwU»«ni  leui^.'^t'W.f*  ^  **  follows  ■— 


M*l  C|,..G.  de:H,  L.iriH-^t.  5i'J;  Sii„J.,q.,e9l4fOHfie, -fter ;i4*bni^Wftii 

I ,  I  ....  <  -,  wt=.rq,cli*icf!d,iu  tUtiifMmoQthi^im 

icw'-  .     .  .'.-,...,.,     Ttnijifioflewip^iWWiWE^efy.greai 

»"!"■  ■  ■■>,^  joi;Kyioi)ti,oc«««OR  ,,-  ..,;  ,,,  -,.■,,  , ,,  ;■  ,t-i-  "ri) 

■    '■  ■     J.  tp^,&J^til'l^QWillgl)Rllu*!)^(■(^.   ,Tbe'.E*wi'iofc 

LittfiiiL  .Lii.L  I  ,  ,■  iM-l  Hijllestjo[irwGi!eirstuiijed,>«il|i<mt|«i^»o»i4ioa(i 
^ii  </,"i!/,'' --r'y^""-  iiou]'lB.u'o?;tti,|iiq.,MKliHeiiiy/.tl«ityivK|ii^»tl 
lftf|^-fiW.vlf«te.l,tW  (.W  Nr^«W¥  flivUioH ■:„.  , -.  .M.-u  T. 

BTr.  Samuel  Hall,,  Btoqeini^sop,  o£  Cili«wt#rti«liijfBwit,,,unileii*o<(lc 
t^e.IJl^fi^ruiiniwi  -w'itWu.  tiui,  expenBR  pf  (M»fluitliiig.,:i -lie. reared  a 
Iw^t-t;  f  1^0)11  Jjie.  Uip  of  tljp.tqwtar,  jui,d.h(iwiig  weflujeii  jS-.with,  JN>»i 
^Sjl^a,[faRto(«fitaii)Lithiit  i|i,U)(e,nQiinn(ir  nUove  itjiond  w.on.tilLJiK 
tw^Wl  tile  iipf'x,  Jlar.K  he  secui-e^  aiioljK^rkwiiit<riiifl»  HUndiiigl 
pT^e  VK  tliL'  ojiiKi.iiU-  aide,  so  iia.to  adniifc  of  t^o  men  working isC 
the  wiiiif  tiuJe.  WIjkiiuviu-  ilr.  Hull  ami  his  .wwkuiHa.uiaiJft  anT 
M^t'tit,    one   vf  tiiciH    liad   tlius  .to  stride,  own-  to  thw  o]jpoiiite  Isd- 

■^Wptetiiw  ^hfik  '^W'Ji^'F^^.ftfT^  iu»k.,flf|BuffiBJeBt>»ii»««ione 

t^,,)^Of^.pf  ,MwiiijdoWn.thft.)na^ftmy,  ^ad:TeiJ*(uigJt,a«in«di.«f; 
iij^s^o^e^,,occni)iB^,(i^verft],;ireeln,;,\»>ji  VM  (kO(KiiupIiib«d  iktlbouti 
aiy^'.jp^nidi'uiiiufn  .,,,.■:  '•,  ■.--..„; -.)  I .  ,•  .  ,i,,<l  ■;{■  ■-■i.i-.dl 
;i,,^«j(Hrf  3.— TealjiYai  ai; Bwinj, ;?«)!,  in .hc(low.,»f  <^  .Rl^tl 
Ifqn. ,  ,LoE(I  JRundiJite.  Tlie  .goimpufy,  ichtsfly  fe^ra  'Nottingham,  I 
ea^^red  a);,tLe  grwi(;|pai;k.g^tw,..p.vw  wl»wfc;*  ,triwitiphiJ:aMihr-Aii' 
ef^r^paa  i^nj  (lo^ew  liftd.,bfeu  ereutpd,  ajwl  Du.qaiib  ,ud«.  pui^lt^'. 
a^^^Qmige  ^iigp.  .fl^^u^Kl  iil.  t))e.,t4'ee«e,....Tl>i9  .diiv«  BKrow.tkftl 
B^ja^ttflifiarlf;  tbtin,ijq«iluc*pd  tU^.coinpMLf  to|snothei<'I)aic^~^t«ili 

trfiiigghikl,  ^kixJC,  .wiJii  .purplBr  w'- jeliow,jbaimw*,  'i..£M8iiig;',iu-' 
tt^fof  tiegrafljd.^iutniiice,  ,.\l'lMCb,'"'^*B  .■<VM<«»Wr 'WilliiiBeViWml*.- 
la^  «ag»,,  pjiother  tiriHmphil  'ftr;;h  ^uni]ount«d  .tiw  .gattefttt^  t»  Alia  J 
lajfin;  and  then  the  clii^  .titt,racticTiB  o£i  the  f««t)ve'i«cQuei  DbM''. 
uiifjij,t|it;  light,  A'argfi  pavUip)i,aaMl  nuudrous,  «a«rque«i  wan^.i 
Bo,'^tan99<l  .witlitthe  fujic^r.  vrt^l  o£  the  imias  fHrdKt')U"to.£»nar' 
a  large  square.  TJie  miirqiieea,  Ac,  were  teet«fuUy.i4Klwat«idtJ^' 
and^  the  top.of  tfOpJiaRcJ  tflp^g  tfee  tWrU  Tere  flag*  smi  ever- 
gi-efens  ill  profusion.  Tiie  pavilion  itaelf  won  175  feet  lDngt,aod>36i- 
^\i^r  H    :■■■..'   .  I   .      ■■■■.■■.■     ■-■-.■.-.  ■■  I    -  ■■    ■   ■.,,  .. 

.,.j,)^t,twQ  o!clo«lt>luinoE  waaaarreil  in.tbe:paviiiotU:  AttdivMMi', 

w^  aul^sffineirtlji  given  by  Mr,.  T.   Wakefi^d,  tie  nofale  iMcdiv 

tl^  p^l^tof- .of   tbeeslAte,  Mv.  Lurpcut,  M.£.|.  muI  oUmtrk:} 

Tfl^.WlHVW'iwii*'"''*-!''   ■■■-■■'-'    j;,.-i.    -.   .'.:■.■  U     i    .-.M.-i  ...n; 

Up  hi  five  t)'t\^]f„iit^.-d%i,\iiHti!i»miflP'ioyViinn  muUiJmvsi. 


tiniU^  proiuiKing.  But  thf  rvi'mii^  "t'''  in' t^lorftlig^l^^  «rt;'ftJi3 
lM<"niin'  »4n«*atJd  W>  -l^sceiul  r,.ry  Jimivily  till  moni'inf;.  Tiicre 
«'BSna.poh»*hiKey''ofi'et-*rtim};  Immo  pxcfTit  in  covcn^d  (■ou\W-- 
■iwwii'miathft'ftWflys  thAt  ti-frt  travorsiii^-, -Hm  m^iht  tliroiigh, 
the  seven  weary  miles  to  Nottttlgliflm,  ciuiW  scarrely  accoiumoaatfe' 
anaiin'-ivr^iy  ofHtl»S'Wlirt  i*iWe  (rt^sim.-.  to  Wti'  bv  them.  .Mos^ 
o("lhB"d<*oi*liy["ltfa\*OTW,'n*ufl^'tl\c  hcst  rf  tlipir  p'^^Hioii.  TliB 
]*i^'p«iviUoB-'«t*'iMyiip*e^'Wit^cbuflti^tlRiii?es,  and  oiif?  of  the 
■marqueea  with  quadrillWI  ' 'Ik  tFitflyttfe  fcitfhrii- ninl  otlici'  pttfW 
of-thC'-HliIli'VBt-ieiiW^tAeiiwliSWrl'twmy'thc  tiirtp.'onil  tv  ^bout 
t*n"in-ihB'mftmiti^,''t&^Vhrff'  rtirriphrftbaH  dfjmrtpd.  '    '  ''  '    ■''''' 

»  i''J>w^i26/3r,'*'-28;-KJtBn(l  cHAet  ■matcti,  on  tlir'Trbn't-'  ■ 
brHK«ift«>ii(ni;'b(itWe«r'thW Sevens  of  "the  crumtifs  of  Kent' 'iffd' 
H^aiAghaiM.  i'tniti' Itttttif  aidpi'i*chi<lf(i  thp  Rpv.  \V.  Mustyrt^'' 
B«ff'/Otttric;'a«-Hi4t,|'0br,'  Bdj*ef,  Oo«^, 'Jarvix,  Butler, "Nytt'' 
(toJJfSltein/  ■■THe'ff^iiHSh'»*^ft'«*CT(tteKiW,  ittfft  b*l>r(iB4'S0  &ial 
?&,t«'t)i*ii'iopl.bW*t8i24'itmi'dA;"'f!tui'l*Wttit'by  3*^uM'^'  "'■ 

-i':!5#Wahfr»-"i20.^fte-eW*tiOTi"f<rf' 'Soli^  Nrtlltii^liirtishii^'i*: 
Ibel-Earl  of '  ^lino^lil,  wifao^aA  «WetVt*H  ths  bffice'i«'ChiSp.iinnilrf.'"' 
slftnil-  of  Wbddshnd'P6«'!«b;i]iYdrt't!i»©overiim^'0f  Si^tL'Pait ' 

Mottingham : '  on  'be^  ■■waj-  -frtim'lBervtti^-CaMtc  it)  SddWvyWSi;' 
Hb»^  Majpftty -wAft  meb  tra  the I^iiitoh-'roLd  by  a  dftAi-Tiruontof  i^' 
3rdi  Dra'gooiis."- ■ '  Th^ 'I^tyal  co«?SWc(rtisistcd  of  f.fvnt  oamage^' 
iHi'itilidi  i-were  >«(>aeed  her  Majesty  "Qtn'cn  Adphiidp,  lu-r  Koy'at' 
Highness  the  Duchess  of  Gloucestf-r,  Pciiiof  EmMt  of  Ife;^'' 
Pkrilli^sthsl, iE*H  HoWe,  ihfr'Earl  irf'I>eHbiKh,  Lord'  Biii^ersh, 
Lady'Oedtgiiuift'B^tlnil-st,  'Lady  ^Oebl-giaAa  Cnrirti, ''ari(l"'TjiritiM 
atfteridSHits.  '''lThe'citrritt**C  prtceedfed  -u^'  H«l!ow-stone,  'aWg' 
Stljiwy-att^  ttytteOofrge  IV: 'inii,' whW*!  (Be^e  was 'a  chatige'of  ' 
hoWeft-  ■'Jflie'MU'/^gmiehen'passwi 'do-iifh  telhtiin-stiTei,,  ^(f  '^o\i'i''' 
thpiMai-kftt^-plaoeto'thw  DerbV^fOfttl.'  '"ITit'lfrtimbHiJ 'ot'tijipcUWH*"- 
iO' the  Btt-<^H  was  if-ry' giviH.  "Afl'tlip  ctfrtli-arfe'TiibVetf' jilWig,'' 
ewirytnaTfc'-of  rcBpWt-'WaicflllLOton'by  fhri'aiaeriWed  fiiHiibJiailtitJ'Qi',' 

tinHeditiiel^'8U[-».*aiiW'rt«fai'ita'W«liAtttti'Hyil/tHeBCic"rf'!L6ia-' 
Middleton,'  npoii  ■whonC  li^r  Jfrtfpsly 'rna'dft 'A  jiassinc'  Mill;-  -filtf' 
(^em  and' jitv «uil.('  »-alkp>i  f"i- . some  lira- in  thr- bcimnful  ckiuWiii'' 
ot'thut  fiiTAold  barotiiai  r^.-iidi-'Licc,  -whidi  oHcitfi!  her  MnjeiWi" 
w^mi  ftfliBorald'Oii.  ■■ '"'    '■ 

roaaj'taii.""!  '■"'  '■■'  '■'■■"  'l'-^''  ^'"'"■"■'l  '"IT     -'^'-"'."^'yi'i  "'  sn*'a 

October  12. — Presentatioa  of  plate,  at  the  Exchange  Hftlh,''BA'*' 

H«•smJ'<Walt«l^ftU4'Qha^t(Mlfot'>tSeU<feIH»Ib^ll^thb''C^ltler^ive 

gflnttothenlsMdo'W'toM'l^AAun^U^fa'y.t^t'eAe^'.  "AniitfUUie  <ir^ 
the  repast,  F.  Hardwick,  Esq.,  presented  Mt^'WUt^^iWHa-^SOV^^ 
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1841  October  13. — Opening  and  consecration  of  Trinity  Charoh, 

a  handsome  Gothic  edifice  with  a  beautiful  spire  177  feet  high. 
The  church  has  seats  for  1200  people,  of  which  seats  300  are  free. 
The  living  is  a  vicarage  valued  at  £400  per  annum. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St  Ann! a  Wardj 
Samuel  Bean  and  C^rge  Cralloway ;  Byron,  William  Aulton  and 
Henry  Frearson ;  Cattle,  Thomas  Wakefield  and  Richard  Biddle ; 
Exchange,  Job  Bradshawjand  John  Hadden ;  St,  Monday  Richard 
Morley  and  Robert  Knight ;  Park,  John  M.  B.  Pigott,  M.D.,  and 
Charles  Sneath  ;  Sherwood,  William  Taylor  and  John  Minnitt. 

November  9. — Richard  Morley,  Esq.,  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Gilbert  Carver,  Sheriff. 

November  30. — ^A  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Exchange, 
the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  subscrip- 
tion in  aid  of  the  distressed  poor.  The  Yen.  Archdeacon  Wilkins, 
Dr.  Davidson,  Dr.  J.  C.  Williams,  the  Rev.  B.  Carpenter,  I.  C, 
Wright,  Esq.,  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  F.  Wright,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  T.  Wako- 
field,  moved  and  seconded  resolutions  accordingly.  The  subscrip- 
tion thus  set  afloat  amounted  to  about  £2,000,  and  was  expended 
chiefly  in  providing  soup  and  bread  for  several  thousand  persons 
in  destitute  circumstances. 

December. — ^The  Lord  Chancellor  inserted  the  following  names 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  this  borough  : — Messrs.  Francis 
Hard  wick,  John  Hadden,  William  Hannay,  John  Mills,  Francis 
Braithwaite,  Francis  Welford,  and  John  HorsfalL 

The  population  returns  of  the  census  this  year,  exhibited  the 
subjoined  results: — St  Man/s,  houses,  9,034;  males,  19,181; 
females,  21,954:  total,  41,135.  St  Nicholas's,  houses,  1,202; 
males,  2,384 ;  females,  3,040 :  total,  5,424.  St,  Petet's,  houses, 
1,259 ;  males,  2,527 ;  females,  3,078 :  total,  5,605.  Standard 
Hill  and  Limits  of  (he  CiMstle,  houses,  117  ;  males,  445 ;  females, 
482:  total,  927.  Grand  total— houses,  11,612;  males,  24,537; 
females,  28,554  •  total,  53,091. 


1842. 

1842  January  1. — Mr.  C.  Swann,  Coroner,  opened  an  inquiry  at 

Mansfield,  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Mary 
Hallam,  the  result  of  which  was  the  committal  of  a  young  man  to 
gaol,  on  a  charge  of  wilful  murder. 

The  particulars  of  the  case  were  briefly  these.  The  deceased 
was  a  young  woman  of  considerable  personal  attractions,  and 
lived  with  her  parents.  She  wait  out  on  the  evening  of  the  30th 
December,  and  not  having  returned  at  nine  o'clock,  her  father 
proceeded  to  make  inquiries  after  her  in  various  directions,  but 
did  not  succesd  in  fin<ting  her.  Remembering  that  she  was  intimate 


wftka  ^ooiigiiuftQ-iiaiaod  Janes,  wha  had  formerlj  lodgod  with    tSfl^ 
tbaM,  imSt  ^k4  now  rMliled  a  few  doors  o^  he  cHmhcd  hy  meana 
oSd  teibl«'«ad  cJi»ic  to  tlio  wittlow  o£-  the  room  whoro  Jonep 
nau&lly  workei)  oa  »  sheeiuntEer,  an4  there  haw  his  daughter  0(i  tbe 
Saor,"w«ltoring  in  her  blood. 

'■■■■'■  AvMiUifts  he  tecovared  from  the  sliock,  H^llani  gayo  infStil^ 
tiutibitlt(iitt;dOli>it.ibla  named  MEcttbiia,  who  aocompauiod  ^tm  ,i^ 
4'iedrdl  f»W<bLe3,  It\ra8  now  a  iquart<ir-pa«t  tureivp,  ajid  m^ 
found 'kiU  iB<b»i  Metthaoo  toid  him  he  was  wt«»t«d  on  a  chivr^ 
of  moDdiarlAa' William  Uallam's  daughter.  He  put  on  lii^  cl^^b^ 
add  TOBt:«itk  titom,  and  oik  the  wajrio  the  lock-up,  he  said  he  was 
the  murderer,  &nd  had  intemled  to  destroy  himself.  He.also  toU 
)tBttltral>TlN(re  he  uigbt  find  tha  key  of  the  room.  On  eiU«rLDg 
tteapuinMittiBuWiqunntly,  thfi  constable  Eound  the  body  of  tt)^ 
netttt  l^ing  Uk  »  pool  of  blood,  wliich  had  U«u«d  from  an  exte^ 
dvenrauul'.WL  tho  throat..  A  common  Hbofmaker's  knife,  w^^ 
wMch'tlie  if4<Ui<l  liad  b»ea  iuflicterl,  lay.  on  the  floor.  ^^ 

Tba  BM^Mttrer  waa  arraigned  at  the  County  Hall,  bbfore;  tbj* 
iUg^^Ho(k"Lor(i  AMngcr,  on  the  12th  of  Alarclt,  and  foui^ 
goUtrf::    >Q»»ativtidi]uB;«e()tettil»Mitt|.fiVfll<OPg)PMW«(  „i  -.■■:  :ib 

John  Jones  alias  Moore  wm  ei:«pMf4;««,W^d^f|i4*^r-,% 
SSvdofMwbU  .H«iiuHlo»iim«onfMn4w,'<4Hlu{Rul|i,..,..€^  ths 
vay  ;fifoiB')iu(6eU  t^.tho'QrMid'jQi^iAooiiAtvhwfiJ^iP^  pf 
pbrionln^iffiift  pdrfbEDMdvta  re^MHMd  .W.WBjpi,gWfe,-,ff^n}ip 
waa  allowed  to  dtkV-i  !  I  iiil.ii.  (..i,.  ,l.(,.i[ ."//  ..\-..,.-/-\  .,■;,.,  'ri'twiS. 
''''  ''JI!tl[^^'-^nM.MftlMUKg'Mmd«nDenent:'iwas>i>iA<^<|M^h^  thftt 
a'^dii^ro»nlse>iha<I^1^ihi,«atoiM,vbet«Uen\lb»0fi(^Mung|)M^^ 
tfte  flfectSOtt'ofl  Jtia^plMA,  Vf  whidl.fiir  ,0«orge  3iiKpva.t,f..w»^ 
miri^'aitd»rA  Walt»taA><UJb*ad :ltt(^|(>'«Mrilf<»l-«ttfl  VMimt 
iiekt  - '  This  iUi^oiModnt  !)»&Ad  BfcMblcqiUn^tfop  ilHW 

varfoM  imtm  cJi'ttri  loQCBtryt  ofa-'n»fawto|ft  tl«.(0t)k:fll  JSt^, 
Mr.  Roebuck  gave  notice  in  the  iHl^tlA.ttlMl  fakOSrMlftilwfi:.* 
question  to  Captain  Flumridge,  and,  muialis  mutimdit,  to  Sir 
John  Cam  Hobhouse  and  others,  whether  any  of  them  wm 
cognizant  of  or  party  to  any  arrangement  of  the  kind  aboro 
alluded  to.  This  had  the  effect  of  postponing  the  writ,  which, 
though  moved  for,  wan  reQjveC  !  The  replies  to  the  inqniiy 
not  being  satisfactory,  Mr.  Roebuck  moved  for  a  committee  of 
fhVSHtfgmiiAf  »«d^b^iptapp(&todi'tayr8i]r'Ri]IB«el.rthqiiw)tibn  was  (■\.'/.^i 
't«ri4e^'''#tt)Hfav  i^ptHilNni'i:  'ehia«(M«UDtbte«itntoM-Aloaiitli|A, ' 

and  other  jgentlemen  from  Not4iiig|lwdiiifijTOaiP!jra|h)i*  iwwfloiwt 
4»^tJ»etfifH("«ntil'^tiill)  t^th  U-iJmlyf ra'Ml  ft^eiiAyjiMDoi^n' other 

'tWng^'thiftLU.'--  't-.i(.KT,<f  ■i[.(j'-.,Ii:r;iTOT  \o  r..:m«;,  ;;„[r"(,.j  ;,  .j.,^ 
•''\''^te  jtift^fariolnttiit^  of  a ■OoAflgtW'tt faj^aoaMij  afdKflbHaiglMh 

"■■'Jdn!!!!  i #'4la[IMDNti|^vMiiMBiNHM At f^fnAlM*lttHMfS!fffft  ion  bih 

3i 
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1842    ui  affent,  who  signed  as  a^^t  of  the  petitioners  against  the  retoni;  and  of  ICr* 
Walt(Br,  the  defeated  candidate,  on  the  other. 

Hie  terms  of  this  arrangement  are  set  forth  in  a  written  agreement^  mm 
foDows : — 

"Memorandum. — ^London,  ICay  4,  1842. 

'*NOTTINOHAH  ELECTION  PSTZTIONS. 

**  It  is  esnoedient  to  settle  the  petitions  now  pending,  and  it  is  agreed  that — 

*'  1.  All  tno  petitions  shall  be  abandoned. 

'*  2.  That  within  four  days  from  this  day,  one  seat  shall  be  racated. 

**  3.  The  sam  of  £1,000  to  be  paid  to  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fkid- 
iptte,  within  seven  days  from  this  date,  in  consideration  of  tfaie  expenses  incurred 
m  the  petition. 

'*4.  It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Walter  is  to  be  returned  at  the  election 
resulting  from  the  aboTe-mentioned  Tacanoy;  for  the  security  whereof,  it  is 
agreed  uiat  Lord  Bandiffe,  Mr.  Wakefield,  Mr»  John  Heard,  Mr.  Enfield,  Mr. 
Kddle,  Mr.  Hurst  Mr.  Birkin,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Alfred  Fellows,  Mr. 
Henry  Leayer,  Mr.  Beau,  Mr.  Jonathan  Burton,  Mr.  G^rge  Bacon,  and  Mr. 
Aulton  shall  not  directiy  or  indirectly  opposie  Mr.  Walter  at  such  election,  and 
fhat,  in  addition,  Mr.  Wakefield  shall  discourag^e  all  op])osition  on  the  part  of 
the  persons  named  in  the  list  copied  on  the  other  side  of  this  paper. 

"  6.  That  a  promissory  note  for  £4,000,  signed  by  8ir  John  Gam  Hobhouse 
or  Sir  Geor^  O.  de  H.  Larpent,  at  one  month  from  this  date,  shall  be  this  day 
deposited  with  Messrs.  Cocn,  Biddulph,  &  Co.,  bankers,  London ;  and  that  James 
Baoon,  Esq.,  and  Sutton  Sharpe,  Esq.,  shall  decide  whether  the  aboTe  conditions 
have  been  nonourably  f  ulfillea ;  and  if  such  referees  (or,  in  case  ol  their  disaj^pree- 
ment,  an  umpire  appointment  by  them)  shall  decide  that  such  conditions 
haye  not  been  nonourably  fulfilled,  then  the  promissory  note  in  question  shall  be 
handed  to  Mr.  Walter,  or  be  returned  to  Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse  or  Sir  Gtoorge 
G.  de  H.  Larpent  if  such  conditions  have  been  honourably  fulfilled. 

'*Dt80n,  Haix,  ft  Pabkes, 
Agents  to  Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse  and 
Sir  Georffe  G.  de  H.  Larpent,  Barts. 
"W.  li.  Fladoatb, 
For  the  Petitioners  and  Mr.  Walter.*' 

(On  the  other  side  of  the  paper.) 

"  Mr.  Carver.  Mr.  George  Gill. 

Mr.  John  Rogers.  Mr.  Roberts,  sen. 

"  Dr.  Pigott.  Mr.  Roberts,  jun. 

Mr.  Oldknow.  Mr  Robert  Sands. 

Mr.  Cartwright.  Mr.  Henry  Freaison. 

"Dyson,  Hall,  &  Pabxes. 
"W.  M.  Fladoatb." 

The  circumstances  which  induced  the  agents  of  the  sitting  members  to  enter 
into  this  agreement  are  stated  to  have  been, — 

1.  The  fear  that  both  the  sitting  members  would  have  been  unseated  for 

bribery  and  treatinff  committed  by  their  agents. 

2.  And  also  the  dread  of  the  enormous  expense  ^at  must  necessarily 

have  been  incurred,  with  small  hopes  of  success. 

That  the  number  of  electors  as  about  5,400. 

That  the  Biim  expended  in  the  election  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  Cam  Hob- 
house and  Sir  George  Larpent  was  £12,000. 

Of  this  sum  a  very  large  part  was  expended  in  an  illegal  manner ;  some  in 
direct  bribery,  some  in  treating,  and  other  unlawful  proceedings ;  without  the 
personal  cognizance  of  the  candidates. 

The  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  opposing  candidates  appears  to  have 
been  about  £4,000  or  £5,000. 

Upon  this  document  being  made  public,  Lord  RanclifFe  and  several 
of  the  gentlemen  named  in  it,  indignantly  repudiated  any  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  agreement. 

When  the  news  of  the  compromise  reached  Nottingham,  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Liberal  party  protested  loudly  against  it,  and 
refusing  to  be  bound  down  hand  and  foot  to  their  opponents,  or. 
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as  they  termod  it,  "  to  be  made  the  subject  of  bargain  and  sale,'*  lo42 
determined  that  Mr.  Walter  should  not  be  permitted  to  walk  ever 
the  course.  Accordingly,  Messrs.  G.  Gill,  S.  Fox,  S.  Bean,  T. 
Beggs,  and  other  gentlemen,  issued  spirited  addresses,  and  con- 
vened a  public  meeting,  the  result  of  which  was,  that  Mr.  Joseph 
Sturge,  of  Birmingham  was  requested  to  sufier  himself  to  be 
placed  in  nomination.  Mr.  Sturge  complied,  and  made  a  public 
entry  into  the  town  on  the  18th  of  May.  There  were  no  flags, 
nor  colours,  nor  bands  of  music,  but  an  immense  number  of  work- 
ing men,  *'  the  people's  camdidate,"  as  Mr.  Sturge  emphatically 
was,  walking  with  them  on  foot.  During  the  next  few  days  Mr. 
Sturge  attended  several  enthusiastic  meetings. 

The  Conservative  party  gave  no  sign  of  action  until  the  24th, 
when  Mr.  Walter  issued  an  address,  and  on  the  25th  addressed  a 
public  meeting  at  the  Assembly  Booms.  At  the  same  time,  Mr. 
F.  O'Connor  was  holding  forth  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sturge,  to  a  large 
gathering  in  the  Market-place. 

The  numerous  addresses  sent  from  the  Eadicals  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  showed  the  general  interest  excited  in  the 
struggle.  The  work  of  agitation  went  briskly  on  in  the  town. 
The  wards  were  divided  into  districts,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Boothby,  barrister,  and  Mr.  M.  Browne,  solicitor,  and 
Ward  meetings,  at  which  Mr.  Sturge  attended,  were  very  frequent. 
A  temporary  platform  was  erected  at  the  committee-room  window, 
on  Bunkers-hill,  from  which  Mr.  O'Connor,  Mr.  H.  Vincent,  and 
others  every  night  addressecl  large  assemblages  But  the  opposi- 
tion of  Sir  B^  Peel  to  the  issuing  of  the  writ  until  Mr.  Roebuck's 
inquiry  had  terminated,  stopped  the  proceedings  of  both  parties. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  news  arrived  of  the  issuing  of  the  writ 
Mr.  Walter  came  again  from  London  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
and  delivered  a  speech  to  a  numerous  body  of  his  supporters,  at 
the  Assembly  B^ms.  The  Sheriff  proclaimed  the  writ  on  Sun- 
day morning.  On  Monday,  an  immense  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Market-place,  at  which  Mr.  Sturge,  Mr.  O'Connor,  and  Dr. 
M^Douall  delivered  addresses.  At  a  similar  gathering,  the  next 
evening,  a  collision  took  place.  It  had  been  announced  that  Mr. 
O'Connor  and  others  would  deliver  addresses  in  the  Market-place. 
Some  astonishment  was  excited  by  the  appearance  of  a  bill  stating 
that  the  Kev.  J.  B.  Stephens,  an  expelled  Wesleyan  minister, 
would  deliver  an  address  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Walter,  and  appointing 
the  same  place  and  time.  About  seven  o'clock,  there  could  not 
have  been  less  than  16,000  or  18,000  people.  In  the  middle  was 
placed  the  waggon  for  O'Connor  and  the  Liberals ;  and  at  the  up- 
per end,  the  one  intendSl  for  Stephens  and  the  Conservatives. 
Contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Sturge,  who  beheld  the  proceeding 
from  a  window  of  Bromley  House,  and  protested  unavailingly 
against  it,  the  waggon  placed  for  that  gentleman's  friends  was 
seized  by  the  suiTounding  people,  and  wheeled  up  to  within  fifteen 
yards  of   the  other.     O'Connor,  M^Douall,  and  several  leading 
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1842  Ghartinto  were  inside  the  vdiicle  at  the  time,  and  expressed  a  wish 
for  it  to  be  taken  back,  but  that  was  fonnd  impossible,  as  the 
waggon  was  crammed  full  in  every  part,  and  wed^dd  round  by  a 
mass  of  human  beings,  loudly  cheering  O'Connor  and  his  friends, 
in  a  few  minutes,  Stephens  made  his  appearance  on  the  opposite 
waggon,  with  Mr.  G.  Whitehead,  Mr.  E.  P.  Cox,  and  others.  An 
indescribable  scene  of  confusion  followed.  Stephens,  who  stood 
erect,  with  his  arms  folded  in  an  attitude  of  calm  defiance,  was 
the  object  for  some  minutes  of  the  loudest  execrations  and  the 
fiercest  epithets.  His  waggon  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
Blues,  who  repaid  the  hisses  and  hootings  which  assailed  Stephens; 
but  they  were  overpowered  by  numbers.  From  words  they  came 
to  blows ;  O'Connor  jumped  from  the  waggon,  and  headed  a  charge 
that  drove  everythix^  before  it.  The  orator  Stephens  and  his 
associates  took  refuge  in  the  Bell  inn,  while  the  leaders  of  the 
victorious  party  took  possession  of  the  vehicle  from  which  they 
had  driven  them.  O'Connor  was  of  the  first  who  mounted,  and 
was  received  with  three  deafening  cheers.  The  usual  amount  of 
spechifying  was  then  indulged  in. 

The  nomination  day  was  Thursday,  the  4th  of  August  Mr. 
J.  Walter,  senr.,  was  nominated  by  Mr.  F.  Hardwick,  and  Mr.  T. 
B.  Charlton ;  and  Mr.  J.  Sturge,  by  Mr.  S.  Bean  and  Mr.  W. 
Cripps.  Mr.  F.  O'Connor  and  Mr.  H.  Vincent  were  also  pro- 
posed, but  simply  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  address  the 
electors,  and  when  they  had  done  so,  they  withdrew.  The  show 
of  hands  was  nearly  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  Liberal  candidate. 

The  result  of  the  polling,  next  day,  was  as  follows : — Walter, 
1885  ;  Sturge,  1801 :  majority  for  Mr.  Walter,  84. 

Attgvst  2  &  3. — Cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  between  eleven  of 
Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Sheffield.  The  Nottingham  players 
were  Mr.  Noyes,  Mr.  Creswell,  Clark,  J.  Brown,  Oscroft,  C. 
Brown,  Gibson,  Nixon,  Johnson,  Need,  and  Jackson.  Our  team 
won  by  91  runs. 

Augvst  8  k  9. — Ketum  cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
groimd,  between  the  players  of  Nottingham  and  Sheffield.  Not- 
tingham was  represented  by  Mr.  Patchift,  Mr.  Creswell,  Mr. 
Maltby,  Mr.  N.  Hurst,  Mr.  F.  Noyes,  and  Chapman,  Brown, 
Johnson,  Clark,  Jackson,  and  Oscroft  Score  :  Sheffield,  123  and 
37 ;  Nottingham,  132  and  29 ;  our  townsmen  winning  with  nine 
wickets  to  go  down. 

Augvat  22,  23,  k  24. — Grand  cricket  match  at  the  Trent- 
bridge  ground,  between  Nottingham  and  All  England,  for  £100  a 
side.  The  All  England  eleven  was  probably  the  most  formidable 
that  our  players  have  ever  contended  witif;  it  included  the  follow- 
ing names : — Box,  Lilly  white,  Hillyer,  Pilch,  A  Mynn,  Wenman, 
Sewell,  Dorrington,  Hawkins,  Dean,  and  the  Hon.  F.  Ponsonby. 
Their  opponents  were  Clark,  B.  Parr,  S.  Parr,  Barker,  Guy,  Noyes, 
Butler,  Good,  Oscroft,  Kedgate,  and  Chapman.  Nottingham  scored 
122  and  110 ;  All  England,  228  and  5,  with  ten  wickets  to  fall 
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AuguaU — ^The  latter  part  of  this  month  was  distmgoished  by  1842 
an  attempt  of  several  hundreds  of  the  working  classes,  in  common 
with  associates  in  other  districts  of  the  country,  *'  to  promote  a 
general  strike,  or  cessation  from  labour,  until  the  document  known 
as  the  People's  Charter  became  the  law  of  the  land.''  The  move- 
ment commenced  on  the  18th,  when  a  resolution  to  cease  work 
until  the  above  object  was  realized  was  adopted  in  the  public 
Market-place  by  a  meeting  of  above  2,000  persons,  after  addresses 
by  Messrs.  Jonathan  Barber,  Henry  Dorman,  and  others.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  five  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

The  Town  Magistrates  regarding  the  movement  as  dangerouSi 
resolved  that  no  reassemblage  of  the  like  character  should  be 
permitted.  When,  therefore,  the  Chartists  sallied  forth  in  the 
morning,  they  were  visited  by  Dr.  Williams,  Mr.  Heard,  Mr. 
Yickers,  Mr.  Horsfdll,  and  Mr.  Nunn,  and  were  told  that  they 
must  at  once  disperse,  or  prepare  for  the  consequences.  The  noti- 
fication was  received  with  groans,  and  a  postponement  to  the 
hour  of  ten  was  agreed  upon. 

When  ten  arrived,  some  six  or  seven  hundred  again  congre- 
gated in  the  Market-place.  Their  leader,  a  paid  lecturer  from 
Stockport,  named  Clarke,  was  hoisted  upon  the  shoulders  of  some 
of  his  friends,  and  began  to  speak;  but  turning  towards  the 
Police  Office,  he  beheld  a  body  of  police,  with  several  magistrates 
at  their  head,  approaching  him,  whereupon  the  orator  descended 
from  his  elevation  with  great  celerity,  and  marched  off  with  the 
mob  to  several  factories,  many  of  the  men  employed  at  which, 
obeying  their  summons,  came  out  and  swelled  their  numbers. 

About  one  o'clock,  the  police  again  fell  in  with  the  disturbers 
in  Hockley;  and  symptoms  of  violence  becoming  manifest^  the 
Riot  Act  was  read  by  Mr.  Close,  and  the  people  were  told  to  dis- 
persa  The  mob  went  away  en  maue  to  other  factories,  and  at 
several  of  them  succeeded  in  stopping  the  works ;  but  the  police 
apprehending  several  of  the  ringleaders,  so  discouraged  the  rest 
that  nothing  further  was  then  attempted. 

The  turnouts  reassembled  in  the  after  part  of  the  day  at 
Canington.  Here  they  made  a  strenuous  attempt  to  oust  the 
workmen  from  Messrs.  Biddle  k  Birkin's  factory,  but  Mr.  Sherwin, 
one  of  the  county  magistrates,  took  steps  to  prevent  it.  While 
reading  the  Kiot  Act,  one  daring  fellow  tore  it  from  his  hand.  A 
detachment  of  military  then  suppressed  the  tumult. 

On  Saturday,  the  20th,  the  malcontents  gathered  on  Burton 
Leys,  whence  they  proceeded  to  several  ftuHiories  at  New  Badford, 
but  were  unsuccessfuL  Thence  they  passed  through  Bloomi^grove 
to  Badford,  with  the  intention  of  compelling  the  colliers  to  join 
them.  They  were  intercepted,  however,  by  two  troops  of  the 
Queen's  Bays.  The  mob,  about  500  strong,  no  sooner  got  a 
glimpse  of  the  glittering  helmets  of  the  cavalry,  than  they  at- 
tempted to  escape  across  the  fields  in  the  wildest  confusion ;  but 
by  «  dexterous  movement^  140  of  them  were  inclosed  between  the 
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1842  ranks  of  the  soldiers,  and  marched  off  as  prisoners  to  the  Barracks. 
Thirty-nine  of  these  were  committed  by  the  magistrates  to  the 
County  Qaol :  the  others  were  liberated. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  several  hundreds  again  assembled 
on  Burton  Leys,  and  about  twelve  o'clock  proceeded  on  the  Arnold 
road,  to  meet  a  large  force  in  that  direction ;  and  at  Sherwood 
were  joined  by  upwards  of  2,000  confederates,  consisting  in  a  great 
measure  of  framework  knitters  from  the  villages.  But  no  sooner 
had  they  met,  than  up  came  the  magistrates  and  military,  and 
there  was  a  general  flight  over  hedge  and  ditcL  Two  only  were 
captured. 

On  Tuesday,  till  three  o'clock,  the  town  was  perfectly  tran- 
quil, but  at  that  hour  news  arrived  of  a  very  large  capture  of  the 
disturbers,  on  Mapperley  Hill&  Early  in  the  morning,  informa- 
tion had  been  conveyed  to  the  magistrates,  of  great  numbers 
having  congregated  at  Hucknall,  Bulwell,  Arnold,  Basford,  and 
other  places.  On  the  receipt  of  information,  the  2nd  Dragoon 
Guards  were  called  out,  and,  accompanied  by  the  police,  found 
several  thousands  on  the  Mapperley  Hills.  They  were  ordered  to 
disperse,  but  the  mandate  not  being  complied  with,  Col.  Rolleston 
directed  that  a  number  of  them  should  be  taken  prisoners,  and  a 
body  of  not  less  than  400  were  captured.  The  whole  were 
arranged  four  a-breast,  and  marched  off  to  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. The  procession  was  follow^  by  those  who  had  escaped 
apprehension,  who  ventured,  just  at  the  junction  of  Bed-lane  with 
the  Mansfleld-road,  to  assail  the  police  and  soldiery  with  a  volley 
of  stones.  On  arriving  at  the  top  of  York-street,  there  was  a 
second  volley,  accompanied  by  horrible  groans  and  yells.  The 
nearer  the  procession  approached  the  House  of  Correction,  the 
greater  became  the  confusion  and  the  fiercer  the  spirit  of  the  mob. 
Orders  were  given  to  his  troops  by  the  officer  in  command,  to  prepare 
for  firing,  and  every  other  Dragoon  slung  his  carbine,  but  happily 
there  was  no  necessity  for  bloodshed.  The  military  succeeded  in 
clearing  the  streets  by  galloping  about  and  brandishing  their 
swords.  By  four  o'clock,  all  the  prisoners  were  safe  within  the 
walls  of  the  gaol. 

The  magistrates  commenced  an  immediate  examination  of  the 
miscellaneous  capture.  In  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours,  250  of 
those  supposed  to  bo  least  concerned  in  the  disturbances  were 
liberated  ;  and  on  the  following  day,  upwards  of  fifty  more  were 
released,  on  entering  into  their  own  recognizances,  £5  each,  to 
keep  the  peace  for  twelve  months. 

A  further  selection  was  subsequently  made,  and  about  fifty 
of  the  men  committed  for  triaL  They  were  arraigned  before  Col. 
Bolleston,  at  the  Michaelmas  Quarterly  Sessions,  and  found  guilty 
of  unlawfully  and  riotously  assembling  together  and  breaking  the 
peace.  Some  were  sentenced  to  imprisonment  with  haixL  labour 
for  six,  four,  or  two  months,  and  the  rest  were  discharged  upon 
eilteriug  into  recognizances  to  keep  the  peace. 
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Augnat  10. — Mr.  Cobdcn  presented  a  petition  to  the  House    1843- 
o£  Commons,  from  Mr.  G.  Gill  and  Mr.  S.  Bean,  complaining  of 
bribery,  intimidation,  and  other  illegal  practices  at  the  late  election, 
and  praying  in  the  usnal  form  that  the  House  would  declare  the 
election  null  and  void. 

August  20. — Conservative  festival  in  the  Castle-yard,  in  cele- 
bration of  the  return  of  Mr.  Walter.  There  were  nine  spacious 
and  elegant  pavilions,  with  architectural  adornments,  constructed 
of  wood,  and  painted  in  front  in  imitation  of  stone,  besides  several 
marquees.     Mr.  Walter  honoured  the  festivity  with  his  presence. 

October  28.— The  Rev.  R  W.  Wilson,  priest  of  the  Roman 
Catliolic  congregation  in  this  town,  appointed  Bishop  of  Hobart 
Town,  Australia. 

October. — Formation  of  the  Nottingham  Government  School 
of  Design. 

Nov&mher  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  For  St.  Ann*8  Ward, 
W.  Sylvester  and  J.  Butler;  Byron,  J.  G.  Beckett  and  W.  Page; 
Caatle,  L.  Hardy  and  J.  Hall ;  Exchcmge,  F.  K  Shipley  and  F. 
Noyes  ;  St  Ma/njB,  T.  Adams  and  W.  Elliott ;  Fofrky  W.  Parsons 
and  W.  Cripps ;  Sherwood^  W.  Surplice  and  G.  Rawson. 

November  9. — Mr.  Thomas  Wakefield  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
Jonathan  Reckless,  Sheriff.  i» 

Deeeniher  13. — Great  free  trade  demonstration  in  Nottingham. 
The  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  counties  of  Nottingham, 
Leicester,  and  Derby,  conferred  with  a  deputation  of  the  Anti- 
Corn  Law  League,  at  the  Independent  Chapel,  Friar-lane,  in  the 
morning,  and  in  the  evening,  at  the  Exchange  HalL  The  chief 
speakers  were  Mr.  R.  Cobden,  Mr.  J.  Bright,  and  Mr.  R.  Moore 
(the  deputation),  and  Mr.  J.  Biggs,  Mr.  J.  Heard,  Mr.  T.  Wake- 
field, Colonel  P.  Thompson,  Mr.  C.  Paget,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 
About  £1,400  were  subscribed  to  the  League  fund. 

December  18. — Service  at  St.  Mary's  church  was  suspended 
for  some  months  after  this  date,  in  consequence  of  the  insecure 
condition  of  the  tower. 


18^3. 

January, — The  vicar  and  churchwaixiens  of  St.  Mary  endea-  1843 
voured  to  induce  the  parishioners  to  grant  a  rate  towards  the 
restoration  of  the  church.  It  was  met  at  the  vestry  meeting  by 
the  following  amendment : — "  That  this  meeting  considers  all 
church-rates  as  iniquitous  and  unjust,  and  therefore  decide  that 
this  question  stand  adjourned  for  twelve  months."  The  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  and  the  polling  which  succeeded  closed  as 
subjoined : — 

For  an  eightpenny  rate  ...     145 

For  the  adjournment  ...     929 
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1843  March  23. — ^The  Committee  of  the  House  of  CommonR,  after 

an  enquiiy,  extending  over  eight  days,  into  the  merits  of  the 
petition  against  Mr.  Walter's  return,  came  to  the  resolution  that 
Mr.  Walter  was  not  duly  elected,  "  having,  through  his  agents, 
been  guilty  of  bribery  and  treating."  This  decision  took  the 
Conservative  party  by  surprise,  more  especially  as  the  chairman 
and  three  others  of  Uie  seven  members  composing  the  Conmiittee 
were  of  their  own  party.  Though  twenty-five  clear  cases  of 
bribery  were  proved,  yet,  as  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that 
such  bribery  was  committed  with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
Mr.  Walter,  a  contrary  result  had  been  anticipated.  The  exulta- 
tion of  the  Liberals  was  unbounded. 

April  $. — Nomination  of  candidates  at  the  Exchange  HalL 
Thomas  Gisbome,  Esq.  (Eadical),  was  nominated  by  Lord  Ran- 
cliffeand  Mr.  S.  Bean;  and  John  Walter,  junr.,  Esq.  (Conservative), 
by  Mr.  T.  B.  Charlton  and  Mr.  John  Parker.  Mr.  F.  O'Connor 
and  Mr.  Tyas  (one  of  the  editors  of  The  Times),  were  also  placed 
in  nomination,  to  admit  of  them  addressing  the  electors.  The 
show  of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of  Mr.  Gisbome. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Thomas  Buncombe,  Esq., 
M.P.,  made  a  public  entry  into  the  town,  in  an  open  carriage 
drawn  by  four  horses,  and  with  postilions  in  purple  and  orange 
Hveiy ;  and  in  the  procession  were  a  great  number  of  flag&  The 
*'  pet  of  Finsbury,''  as  Mr.  Buncombe  was  familiarly  called,  ad- 
dressed a  very  large  assemblage,  in  &,vour  of  Mr.  Gisbome,  from 
the  balcony  of  Mr.  Bunn's  window,  on  the  South-parade. 

The  result  of  the  poll,  the  next  day,  was  as  follows : — Gisbome, 
1839;  Walter,  1728 :  majority  for  Gisbome,  111. 

May  22,  23,  k  24. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Sheffield.  Our  team 
comprised  Mr.  Noyes,  Mr.  Creswell,  Mr.  Patchitt,  Mr.  Galloway, 
Mr.  Billyeald,  J.  Johnson,  J.  Chapman,  Clark,  S.  Bagguley,  Jack- 
son, and  Grundy.     Sheffield  won  by  35  runs. 

t/wnc  1. — ^The  Committe  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Nottingham  election  petition,  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Gisbome, 
of  which  Charles  Wood,  Esq.,  was  chairman,  commenced  its  sit- 
tings, and  continued  them  till  the  5th,  when  Messrs.  Cockbum 
and  Hildyard,  the  petitioners'  counsel,  abandoned  the  inquiry,  and 
the  Committee  declared  Mr.  Gisbome  duly  elected. 

Jwne  13. — ^Beath  of  J.  Mitchell  Bavidson,  M.B.,  physician 
to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  and  to  the  General  Hospital.  He  had  also 
an  extensive  private  practice,  and  few  men  were  more  universally 
esteemed. 

Jwne  14. — ^Public  dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  Mr.  Gis- 
bome, M.P.  Mr.  T.  Wakefield  presided,  and  amongst  the  speakers 
were  Mr.  Gisbome,  Mr.  W.  Cripps,  Mr.  S.  Bean,  Br.  Pigott,  and 
Mr.  C.  Paget. 

June  29  k  30. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  Hampshire  with  four  players  of  England,  and  the  county 
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of  Nottingham.     The  Utter  wm  represented  on  thia  occaaion  bj   1843 
Mr.  W.  Musters,  Mr.  Warwick,  Mr.  £.  Patohitt,  Mr.  H.  Maltbj, 
Mr.  Ores  well,  Mr.  G.   Kettle,  Mr.  Nojes,  Olark,  Barker,  Guj, 
and  Redgata     Onlj  innings  of  Nottingham,   152;   Hampshire^ 
76  and  57. 

July  7. — Mr.  George  Parkin  elected  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council,  for  Byroa  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  W.  Aulton,  deceased. 

July  10  i  11. — Return  cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  between 
eleyen  of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Sheffield.  Mr.  Patohitt,  Mr. 
Oreswell,  Mr.  fiilljeald,  Johnson,  Butler,  C.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Jaok- 
son,  Biokley,  Bagguley,  and  Olark  played  on  behalf  of  Nottin^^iam, 
who  won  in  one  innings  and  87  runs  to  spare. 

August  9. — Laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  church  of  St  John 
the  Baptist,  Leen-side.  The  stone  was  laid  by  Barl  Manvers, 
and  an  address  was  delivered  to  the  speptatoni  by  Archdeacon 
WiUdns. 

Augutt  2i  A  25. — Contest  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground,  betweea 
the  cricketers  of  Nottingham  and  those  of  the  Marylebone  dufai 
The  local  players  were  Mr.  J.  R  Warwick,  Mr.  H.  Maltby, 
Buttery,  Butler,  Noyee,  Guy,  Clark,  Brown,  GhajHnan,  Redgate^ 
and  GkKxL     Score :  Nottingham,  90  and  76  ;  Marylebone,  73  and 

6a 

September  18,  19,  A  20. — Remarkable  contest  on  the  same 
ground,  between  the  players  of  Sussex  and  Nottingham.  Our 
townsmen  went  in  first,  and  scored  as  follows : — ^Mr.  Noyes  47, 
Buttery  36,  0.  Brown  28,  Guy  11,  Clark  14,  Butler  12,  GUbert  91, 
Chapman  41,  Mr.  0.  Oreswell  5,  Redgate  1 1,  and  Flear  9,  making, 
with  byes,  dsc.,  the  formidable  total  of  326.  The  Sussex  elevmi 
then  went  in,  but  were  all  out  in  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  with 
only  33  runs ;  in  their  second  innings  they  scored  262,  Nottingham 
thus  triumphed  with  an  innings  and  31  runs  to  spare. 

September  30. — Mr.  Benjamin  Ckxxlhead  elected  a  Councillor 
for  Sherwood  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  (George  Ravrson,  who  had 
resigned,  in  consequence  of  being  appointed  magistrates'  clerk. 

Nawmber  1. — The  Municipal  electiona  St  Ann's  WtMrd^ 
Edmund  Percy  and  T.  H.  Smith ;  ByraUf  John  Bradley  and  Arthur 
Wells ;  Cdailej  J.  Tomlinson,  senr.,  and  C.  Thornton,  senr. ;  JBa> 
change^  Thomas  North  and  Kirke  Swann;  Sl  M<urifs^  George 
Eddowes  and  John  Mills ;  Pa/rky  T.  F.  Gimson  and  Edwd.  Munk; 
Sherwood,  John  Fox  and  John  Swann. 

Hovember  8. — Death  of  Mr.  John  Attenburrow,  surgeon, 
aged  87  years.  He  was  senior  surgeon  to  the  General  Hospital 
for  sixty-one  years. 

Noffember  9. — Mr.  William  Viokers  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
William  Galloway,  Sheriff. 

November  14. — ^Presentation  of  a  testimonial  to  Archdeacon 
Wilkins,  on  his  resigning  the  vicarage  of  St.  Mary's.  The  testi- 
monial was  the  gift  of  members  of  his  congregation,  and  consisted 
of  an  extremely  elegant  silver  teaum,  115os.  weighty  bearing  the 

3o 
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1843   Rev.  Doctor's  coat  of  arms  and  an  ap]>ropriaie  inscription.     Dr. 
Wilkins  was  suoceeded  by  the  Kev.  J.  W.  Bfooks. 

Decmiber  4. — Her  Majesty  Queen  "Victoria,  accompanied  by 
his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  and  their  State  attendants, 
passed  through  Nottingham,  on  their  way  from  Chatsworth  to 
Belvoir  Castle. 

The  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  illustrious  pair 
were  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  MeEidows,  the  Station-yard,  the 
Flood-road,  and  every  ^)ot  from  which  a  glimpse  of  the  Royal 
eortige  could  be  gained,  was  occupied  by  an  eager  and  enthusiastic 
multitude.  The  morning  was  brilliant  By  ten  o'clock,  the  roads 
converging  to  the  old  Station  were  densely  thronged,  and  numerous 
stages  or  raised  platforms,  for  the  occupancy  of  which  from  one 
shilling  to  half-a-crown  was  paid  by  each  person,  were  covered  with 
gaily  dressed  people.  In  the  Station  yard  (now  the  Midland 
Goods  Station),  an  immense  platform,  in  the  form  of  an  inclined 
plane,  ranged  close  up  to  the  arrival  line,  afforded  accommodation 
for  a  great  number  of  persons.  Another  platform,  in  the  best 
position  for  observation,  was  used  by  the  Lord-Ideutenant  of  the 
county,  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates,  the  directors  of  the  Railway 
Company,  and  others.  And  ev^ywhere,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
Station,  flags,  evergreens,  and  costly  decorations  were  numerous 
and  varied. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock,  a  Royal  salute  from 
guns  planted  on  the  Castle  rock,  announced  that  the  train  was  in 
sight ;  and  as  the  band  of  the  Inniskillen  Dragoons  struck  up  the 
National  Anthem,  and  a  detachment  of  the  64th  Foot  presented 
arms,  the  Royal  carriage  entered  the  station,  and  the  illustrious 
occupants,  as  they  walked  along  the  platform  covered  with  crim- 
son cloth,  were  hailed  with  enthusiastic  cheers.  Her  Majesty  and 
the  Prince  were  formally  received  by  the  Earl  of  Scarbrough 
Lord-Lieutenant,  W.  Vickers,  Esq.,  Mayor,  and  Gen.  Arbuthnot, 
Commander  of  the  Northern  District.  Her  Majesty  was  con- 
ducted to  a  room  fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  and  in  about  ten 
minutes  left  the  Station  in  a  carriage,  for  Belvoir.  The  Inniskillen 
Dragoons,  the  South  Nottinghamshire  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  and  the 
Sherwood  Raaigers  lined  the  road  for  some  distance.  The  new 
road  across  the  We-st-croft  inclosure  had  been  completed  specially 
for  the  day,  and  from  the  circumstance  of  her  Majesty  parsing 
along  it,  received  the  appellation,  QueenVroad.  The  Royal 
cort^e  passed  under  nine  triumphal  arches,  viz.,  three  on  the  new 
road,  three  at  its  junction  with  the  Flood-road,  and  three  between 
there  and  the  extremity  of  the  Trent-bridge.  Over  the  road  near 
the  Town  Arms  was  suspended  the  NmUihis  wherry,  with  the 
gallant  crew  in  naval  costume ;  and  as  the  Queen  passed  slowly 
along,  these  and  numberless  other  marks  of  loyalty  received  her 
repeated  and  gracious  acknowledgments. 

In  the  evening  220  gentlemen  sat  down  to  a  public  dinner  at 
the  Exchange  Hafi,  in  celebration  of  the  event     The  speakers 
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Were  the  Major  (who  presided),  Colonel  Moore,  Captain  Charlton,    1843 
J.  Mills,  Esq.,  G.  Bacon,  Esq.,  F.  firaiihwaite,  Esq.,  Mr.  J.  Swann, 
Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  and  the  Sheriff. 

December  6. — Mr.  Thomas  Cullen,  lace-manufacturer,  riected 
an  Alderman,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Joseph  Frearson,  deceased. 

December  26, — ^The  Free  Traders  of  the  neighbourhood  held 
a  tea  meeting  at  the  Exchange  Rooms,  in  furtherance  of  the 
second  ''  Great  League  Fund."  C.  Paget,  Esq.,  of  Ruddingtoa, 
presided,  and  speeches  were  made  by  Colonel  T.  P.  Thompson, 
Richard  Cobden,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  Moore,  Mr.  J.  Heard,  Mr. 
W.  Cripps,  and  Mr.  J.  Bradley.     About  J&600  were  subscribed. 

December  31. — Six  convicts  effected  an  escape  from  the  Count j 
Gaol  Between  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon  (Sunday y,  the  under 
turnkey,  in  the  discliarge  of  his  duty,  visited  the  felons'  yards, 
with  the  milk  allowed  for  supper.  In  one  of  the  yards  were 
seven  men  under  sentence  of  transportation,  having  been  returned 
guilty,  at  a  special  assize,  a  few  days  previously,  of  committing 
daring  burglaries  at  Sutton  Bennington  and  Fiskerton.  Whilst 
giving  them  their  portions,  the  turnkey's  throat  was  suddenly 
grasped  by  Joseph  Smith,  one  of  the  convicts,  and  the  others 
assailing  him  also,  he  was  at  once  overpowered  and  gagged,  and 
the  key  of  the  door  wrenched  from  him.  They  unlocked  the 
yard  door  and  rushed  out,  leaving  the  turnkey  on  the  ground,  and 
locking  him  in.  They  then  ran  upstairs,  each  carrying  a  handker- 
chief or  stocking  in  which  was  tied  a  lump  of  coaL  Flourishing 
these  in  the  air,  they  next  encountered  an  assistant  turnkey,  whom 
they  unceremoniously  thrust  into  the  coal-yard,  and  pushed  the 
door  ta  In  the  person  of  the  head  turnkey  they  found  a  sturdier 
obstacle,  but  he  was  soon  disabled  and  forced  to  give  up  the  key 
of  the  outer  door.  The  assistant,  however,  had  recovered  his  free- 
dom, and  by  his  exertion,  and  the  renewed  energy  of  the  head 
turnkey,  before  the  whole  could  get  on  to  the  Pavement,  one  of 
them,  named  Vickers,  was  recaptured.  The  other  six  escaped. 
In  a  few  minutes,  twenty-two  policemen  were  despatched  in  various 
directions.  These  officers  scoured  the  roads,  fields,  and  lanes  for 
miles  round,  but  to  no  effect.  All  that  could  be  learnt  was,  that 
the  convicts  went  in  a  body  as  far  as  Sneinton,  and  then  dispersed, 
no  two  of  them  going  in  the  same  direction. 

The  first  who  was  taken  was  named- Burton.  He  was  found 
at  Colwick,  by  a  constable  there  named  Freeman,  who  took  him 
into  custody  as  a  supiK>8ed  poacher.  Within  two  hours  of  his 
escape,  he  was  again  safely  lodged  in  his  old  quarters. 

Another,  named  John  Binns  alitte  Weightman,  was  appre- 
hended the  following  week,  at  the  house  of  a  relative,  in  Leeds, 
by  Inspector  Raynor  and  others.  He  was  heavily  ironed,  and 
brought  back  to  Nottingham.  Hus  daring  convict,  who  was  a 
native  of  Heanor,  in  June,  1851,  again  succeeded  in  escaping, 
from  one  of  the  Australian  penal  settlements. 

TliompHon,  a  third,  was  discovered  a  few  days  afterwards, 
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1843  secreted  in  the  house  of  a  labourer,  in  John-street,  Sneinton.  He 
was  secured  before  resistance  was  possible.  A  brace  of  pistoli, 
loaded  with  bullets,  twenty-two  bullets  recently  oast,  a  quantity  of 
j^wder,  and  a  variety  of  skeleton  keys  were  found  upon  him. 

A  fourth,  named  Bowers,  contrived  to  hide  himself  in  Londcm, 
where  he  remained  undiscovered  for  about  six  years,  and  was  then 
betrayed  by  a  female  associate,  whom  he  had  ill-used  and  offended. 
The  other  two  were  not  reci^tured. 

Considering  that  the  men,  when  they  escaped,  were  dressed 
in  prison  garments,  and  were  without  money,  ihat  a  reward  of 
£50  was  ^ered  for  the  recapture  of  each,  and  the  utmost  exertion 
was  put  forth  by  the  authorities,  it  is  surprising  that  any  of  them 
i^ould  have  eluded  observation. 


1844 

1844  March  22. — ^In digging  foundations  on  Beastmarket  hill  several 

skeletons  were  exhumed. 

April  18. — Consecration  of  Hyson  Green  church.  The  build- 
ing cost  £1,911. 

May  20. — A  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Exchange,  to 
adopt  measures  for  the  restoration  of  St  Mary's  church.  The 
Mayor  presided.  It  was  stated  that,  owing  to  the  faulty  construc- 
tion of  the  piers  and  pillars  supporting  the  tower,  they  began 
in  December,  1842,  to  yield  under  the  immense  pressure,  and  the 
fall  of  the  tower  was  only  prevented  by  props  and  framework, 
whereby  it  was  temporarily  shored  up.  A  public  subscription 
was  resolved  upon,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  a  sufficient 
sum  was  obtained  to  enable  tlie  committee  to  effect  a  general  res- 
toration of  the  entire  structure,  including  the  removal  of  the 
incongruous  Doric  western  end  and  Grecian  urn  that  had  been 
suffered  to  disfigure  it  since  1726. 

JtUy  27. — William  Saville,  aged  29  years,  was  arraigned  at 
the  County  Hall,  before  Loixl  Chief  Justice  Denman,  charged  in 
four  separate  counts  with  the  wilful  murder  of  Ann  Saville,  his 
wife,  and  of  Harriet,  Mary,  and  Thomas  Saville,  his  children. 

Saville  was  a  native  of  Arnold,  and  was  brought  up  at  Blid- 
worth  and  Bestwood,  as  a  farm  labourer.  Subsequently,  his 
father  taught  him  to  work  in  the  stocking-frame,  and  it  was  while 
working  in  such  capacity  that  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Ann 
Ward.  This  young  woman  had  had  an  illegitimate  child  before 
Saville  knew  her,  and  she  was  soon  again  pregnant  by  him.  See- 
ing her  position,  a  sister  of  hers  induced  Saville  to  agree  to  a 
marriage  by  giving  him  a  sum  of  money  and  engaging  to  provide 
for  the  child  already  bom.  The  ceremony  was  performed  at 
Sneinton  church,  in  November,  1835,  and  Saville  came  with  his 
wife  to  reside  in  Nottingham.     They  moved  in  a  while  to  Eadf ord, 
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and  then  flerioosly  disagreeing,  resolved  to  separate.  After  a  1844 
time,  they  again  lived  together  at  Carrington,  Sneinton,  Southwell^ 
and  Derby,  never  stopping  long  in  the  same  house.  In  January, 
1844,  he  deserted  his  family,  and  suffered  them  to  enter  the 
poorhouse.  Passing  himself  off  as, a  single  man,  he  went  into 
lodgings  at  Kew  Badford,  and  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  a 
virtuous  young  %oman,  to  whom  he  made  an  offer  of  his  hand. 
To  any  inquiry  respecting  his  wife,  his  replv  was  that  she  had 
gone  into  Lincolnshire,  to  keep  her  brothers  house.  But  hia 
deceit  was  exposed.  His  wife  had  discovered  his  retreat,  and  by 
calling  at  his  lodgings  and  making  herself  known,  blighted  the 
scheme  he  had  formed  of  marrying  the  young  woman,  and  per- 
suading her  to  accompany  him  to  America. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  Saville  met  his  wife  at  the  house  of  a 
Mrs.  Wardle,  in  Wood-street,  and  proposed  taking  a  walk. 
She  and  the  children  accordingly  went  with  him,  down  Colwiok- 
lane,  and  into  a  plantation  at  the  side  of  a  foot-road  leading  to 
Carlton.  In  this  secluded  place  he  cut  the  throats  of  his  wife 
and  children.  The  act  was  performed  quickly,  for  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  twelve,  Saville  and  his  wife  were  seen  by  two  per- 
sons who  were  passing,  sitting  upon  a  bank,  in  conversation,  and 
the  children  running  i£out,  gathering  flowers ;  and  at  half  past 
one  he  was  back  again  in  Wood-street^  Nottingham,  inquiring  very 
ooolly  whether  his- wife,  *'  who  had  turned  nasty,  and  wouldn't  go 
wiih  him,"  had  retumecL  Ha  then  went  to  his  lodgings  at  Bad- 
ford,  and  ate  very  heartily  of  eggs  and  bacon. 

The  bodies  remained  undiscovered  two  days,  and  were  found 
by  a  person  named  Swinscoe,  who  was  searching  amongst  the  hi|^ 
grass  between  the  trees  for  rabbit  Btu£  That  of  the  woman  had 
a  raaor  in  its  hand,  as  though  she  had  murdered  the  children  and 
committed  suicide.  But  other  appearances  leading  to  a  different 
impression,  Saville  was  committed  for  trial  The  case  agaiui 
him,  however,  would  scarcely  have  been  strong  enou^  for  a  con- 
viction, had  he  not  made  an  admission  of  guilt  to  a  f eUow  prisoner, 
who  disclosed  his  secret. 

The  jury  pronounced  him  guilty,  and  the  usual  sentence  of 
death  immediately  followed. 

The  crowd  at  the  execution  on  Wednesday,  August  8th,  was 
immense.  Eight  was  the  hour  of  execution,  but  every  available 
^Mkce  was  occupied  long  before  it  arrived.  Occasionally,  there 
came  a  cry  from  the  surging  mass  that  someone  was  fciufciiig  or 
being  crushed  to  death,  and  if  the  sufferer  were  fortunate  enough 
not  to  be  entirely  bereft  of  strength,  he  or  she  was  lifted  up,  and 
permitted  to  walk  to  the  extremity  of  the  orowd  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  peopla  Saville  was  led  forth,  and  at  three  minutes  past 
eight,  the  drop  descended.  Almost  immediately  after  the  mighty 
crowd  broke,  as  it  were,  in  the  middle.  The  anxiety,  deep  and 
general,  to  witness  the  iqpectacle,  was  sucqeeded  by  an  equally 
general  and  still  deeper  desire  to  get  away  from  l^e  overpowering 
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1844  and  suffocating  prensure.  The  result  was  positively  awful.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  house-doors  along  the  Pavement  were  closed, 
and  those  who  were  crushed  against  the  walls  by  the  terrific  and 
resistless  tide,  had  no  means  of  escape.  Twelve  persons  were 
killed,  and  more  than  a  hundred  received  serious  injuries ;  and  of 
the  latter,  the  deaths  of  five,  after  lingering  illnesses,  were  clearly 
traceable  to  the  same  catastrophe. 

The  inhabitants  at  the  windows  on  each  side  the  street  ob- 
served the  overwhelming  rush,  and  foreseeing  the  consequence, 
screamed  out  to  those  in  the  rear  to  stay  their  progress.  The 
Mayor  was  especially  active,  and  though  he  almost  threw  himself 
out  of  his  window  for  the  purpose  of  staying  the  fatal  advance, 
all  was  in  vain  :  to  halt,  was  to  be  overborne  and  destroyed.  The 
width  of  the  street,  from  the  bottom  of  the  County  Hall  steps  to 
the  houses  on  the  opposite  side,  is  35  feet  8  inches ;  and  about 
three  yards  of  this  was  occupied  by  the  scaffold.  Tlie  width  at 
the  top  of  Garner's-hill  is  29  feet  8  inches.  There  are  no  outlets 
between  St.  Mary's-gate  and  GamerVhill.  Heaps  of  victims 
were  thrown  down  and  trampled  upon  on  the  Pavement,  and  then 
the  pent  up  tide  found  an  outlet  at  Gamer's-hill,  down  which  it 
rolled  with  desti-uctive  velocity.  Some  fell  in  their  involuntary 
descent  of  the  steps,  others  became  entangled  with  them  and  over- 
thrown, and  in  a  few  seconds  the  steep  and  narrow  thoroughfare 
was  choked  up.  There  the  struggling  mass  lay^  men,  women,  and 
children,  promiscuously  heaped  together,  and  each  moment  receiving 
additions  to  its  number.  The  shrieks  of  the  female  sufferers  were 
fearful,  though  not  protracted,  for  a  very  brief  interval  brought 
on  either  insensibility  or  the  silence  of  death.  Man^  had  dislo- 
cated or  broken  liml]« ;  females  could  be  seen  struggling  for  life, 
divested  almost  totally  of  their  exterior  garments ;  and  groans, 
mingled  with  huriied  prayers  and  curses,  resounded  on  every 
side. 

When,  by  the  exertions  of  the  Mayor  and  other  gentlemen, 
something  like  order  had  been  restored,  numbers  went  limping 
away  to  their  homes,  without  shoes,  or  hats,  or  bonnets.  Scores 
bewailed  their  inability  to  find  a  child,  a  wife,  a  husband,  or  a 
sister.  Mr.  Higginbottom,  surgeon,  whose  house-door,  like  others, 
had  been  burst  open  by  the  pressure,  attended  to  a  number  of  the 
sufferers  on  his  own  premises.  Mr.  R.  Davison  and  Mr.  Stanger 
attended  upon  others  who  had  been  carried  into  the  Mayor's 
warehouse ;  twenty-three  of  the  most  severely  injured  were  at 
once  removed  to  the  General  Hospital ;  about  an  equal  number 
received  treatment  at  the  Dispensary;  and  many  others  had 
medical  assistance  at  their  own  homes. 

The  names  of  those  who  died  on  the  spot,  or  in  a  short  time, 
were  as  follows  : — Eliza  Smithurst,  aged  19  yeai-s,  the  unmarried 
daughter  Df  a  widow,  of  Day  brook.  John  Bednell,  aged  1 4  years, 
son  of  a  framesmith  of  that  name,  of  Radford.  This  youth  went 
to  the  execution  with  his  mother,  but  was  separated  from  her  in 
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the  crowd.  James  Fisher,  aged  22  years,  the  son  of  a  puhlican,  1844 
of  Bui  well,  who  fell  a  sacritice  to  his  determined  exei-tions  to  save 
the  lives  of  others.  He  had  rescued  two,  and  whilst  stooping  to 
raise  up  a  third,  was  himself  trodden  down  and  destroyed.  Susannah 
Smedley,  aged  14  years,  all  orphan,  of  Carlton.  Mary  Easthope, 
aged  14  years,  and  her  brother,  Thomas  Easthope,  aged  9  years,  . 
the  children  of  a  framesmith,  of  Now  Lenton.  James  Marshall, 
aged  14  years,  the  son  of  a  blacksmith,  of  Isabella*  street,  Notting- 
ham. Eliza  Hannah  Shuttleworth,  aged  12  years,  daughter  of  a 
boat  Wright,  of  Albion-street.  Thomas  Watson,  aged  14  years, 
the  son  of  a  joiner,  of  Kent-street.  Mary  Stevenson,  aged  2«3 
years,  widow,  of  Daybrook.  This  woman  left  two  children,  and 
was  a  sister  of  Eliza  Smithurst,  another  victim.  Eliza  Percival, 
aged  13  years,  of  Convent-street;  and  Melicent  Shaw,  aged  20 
years,  a  fine  young  woman,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Shaw,  of 
Kimberley. 

Augtist  26. — Consecration  of  the  Boman  Catholic  church  of 
St.  Barnabas,  Derby-road.  The  ceremony  was  perfo)*med  by  the 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Wiseman,  assisted  by  most  of  the  priests  of  the 
midland  district. 

September  9f  10,  &  11. — ^The  only  cricket  match  of  interest 
played  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  this  year,  was  between  eleven 
players  of  Nottingham,  and  six  gentlemen  of  Nottingham  nidth 
five  players  of  England.     The  gentlemen  won  by  12  runs. 

November  1. — The  Municipal  elections  were  made  memorable 
by  a  most  determiped  and  excitmg  struggle  for  ascendancy,  between 
the  Liberal  and  Conservative  parties.  For  several  years  the  Con- 
servatives had  made  energetic  and  not  unsuccessful  endeavours, 
and  this  day  was  to  have  witnessed  the  crowning  efiTort  Purses 
were  made  by  both  parties,  amounting  to  several  thousand  pounds, 
and  the  amount  of  bribery,  intimidation,  and  treating,  had  seldom 
been  exceeded,  even  at  a  Parliamentary  election.  In  many  cases 
sums  varying  from  £5  to  £20  were  given  for  single  votes,  and 
lambs  were  as  plentiful  as  the  most  pugnaciously  disposed  could 
desire.  The  object  contended  for  was  the  government  of  the 
town ;  and  had  the  Conservatives  gained,  as  they  expected,  four 
wards  out  of  the  seven,  there  would  have  been  a  Blue  Mayor  and 
a  number  of  Tory  Aldermen.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined 
returns,  the  result  was  not  as  they  anticipated  : — St  Anris  Wa/rd^ 
J.  Brown  (C)  372,  T.  Hemsley  (C)  372,  Galloway,  junr.,  (L)  251, 
a  Bean  (L)  250 ;  Byron,  J.  Hill  (L)  353,  R  Knight  (L)  353,  W. 
Baldock  (C)  276,  R  James  (C)  274 ;  CwtU,  T.  Wakefield  (L) 
315,  R  Biddle  (L)  313,  H.  Shipley  (C)  222,  T.  Baines  (C)  219; 
Exchange,  J.  Burton  (L)  277,  C.  Beck  (L)  271,  J.  Hadden  (C) 
259,  J.  Bradshaw  (C)  252 ;  Si.  Ma/r\fs,  J.  J.  Page  (C)  338,  T. 
Winter  (C)  336,  R  Morley  (L)  218,  G.  Bacon  (L)  122;  Park, 
Hurst  (L)  230,  W.  Taylor  (L)  226,  W.  Gibson  (C)  222,  A.  Lacey 
(C)  215;  Skefrwoody  W.  Daft  (C)  231,  H.  Cheetham  (C)  229,  R 
Birkin  (L)  215,  W.  Cheetham  (L)  213. 
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1844  Noven^bisr  9. — Election  of   Major  and  Aldermen.      Mr.  J. 

Swann,  seconded  bj  Mr.  J.  Mills,  proposed  that  Mr.  Edmund 
Percy  (Conservative)  be  elected  Mayor ;  and  Messrs.  Aldermen 
Cullen  and  Judd  nominated  Mr.  Thomas  North.  On  a  show  of 
hands,  the  choice  fell  upon  the  latter  gentleman.  Mr.  William 
•  Elnight  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Page  were  proposed  for  the  office  of  Sheriff, 
and  the  former  was  elected.  Then  came  on  an  exciting  and  very 
close  party  contest  for  the  appointment  of  Aldermen.  For  the 
Liberal  list,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Cullen,  Wells,  Vickers,  Bean,. 
Wilson,  Carver,  and  Birkhead,  there  were  twenty-five  votes,  in- 
cluding the  Mayor^s ;  and  for  the  Conservatives',  which  included 
Messrs.  Hadden,  Hannay,  Gibson,  Bradshaw,  Allcock,  James, 
and  Williams,  M.D.,  there  were  twenty-four  votes. 

Ifavember  21. — An  accident,  involving  the  loss  of  three  lives, 
and  serious  injury  to  othei's,  occurred  on  the  Nottingham  and 
Derby  railway,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Beeston 
station.  It  appears  that  a  tender  had  slipped  off  the  rails  on  the 
up  line,  near  t!ie  Wilford-road  crossing ;  and  there  not  being  time 
to  remove  it  before  the  next  train  from  Nottingham  should'  start, 
it  was  resolved  that  that  train  should  be  sent  on  the  down  line, 
and  a  messenger  was  dispatched  to  prevent  any  other  train  leaving 
Beeston  until  the  up  train  had  paissed.  Mr.  Lightfoot,  Station 
master  at  Nottingham,  followed  shortly  afterwards.  Through 
some  misunderstanding,  on  the  arrival  at  Beeston  of  a  train  from 
Derby,  they  came  forward  to  Nottingham  with  it  on  the  down 
line.  It  was  proceeding  very  slowly  through  a  dense  fog,  when  it 
was  met  by  the  train  from  Nottingham,  coming  at  the  rate  of 
about  thirty  miles  an  hour. 

Immediate  attention  was  paid  to  the  sufferers,  the  chief  of 
whom  were  the  following : — ^William  Yamalls,  of  Derby,  aged  64 
years,  who,  after  being  refused  admittance  at  the  White  Hart  inn, 
Lenton,  was  received  at  a  private  house,  and  died  in  about  ten 
minutes ;  Mr.  Dean,  cotton  agent,  of  Hounds-gate,  aged  38  years, 
who  was  killed  in  the  collision ;  and  Mr.  Bolestridge,  landlord  of 
the  Three  Horse  Shoes,  Derby-road,  who  died  at  his  own  house, 
after  a  few  days  of  acute  suffering.  Mr.  Bradley,  farmer,  of 
Southwell,  sustained  a  severe  fracture  of  the  left  leg ;  Mr.  Gretton, 
iron-master,  of  Stretton,  received  a  very  severe  concussion  of  the 
spine ;  his  daughter,  Miss  Gretton,  was  frightfully  injured  about 
the  head ;  and  Mr.  Roberts,  a  commercial  traveller,  of  Sneinton, 
was  so  injured  that  he  had  to  submit  to  an  amputation  of  the  left 
1^.     Many  others  were  also  dreadfully  hurt 
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1845  January  28. — Opening  of  the  Mechanics'  Hall,  Milton-street 

The  Mayor  and  Town  Council,  attended  by  their  servants  in  livery, 
walked  in  procession  from  the  Police  Offloe  to  the  Institution. 
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After  partaking  of  tea,  J.  S.  Wright,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the  Insti-  1845 
tution,  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  Mayor,  H.  G.  Knight,  Esq., 
M.P.,  J.  K  Denison,  Esq.,  M.P.,  T.  Gisbome,  Esq.,  M.P.,  O. 
Paget,  Esq.,  W.  H.  Barrow,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  H.  Alford,  the  Rev. 
J.  Gilbert,  Dr.  Hodgson,  of  Liverpool,  Mr.  T.  Wakefield,  and  Mr. 
T.  Bailey,  delivered  appropriate  addresses,  to  a  meeting  about  a 
thousand  in  number. 

Febrtuury  20. — ^Mr.  R.  M.  Muggeridge,  a  Commissioner  sent 
by  the  Crown  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  framework 
knitting  population  of  the  counties  of  Nottingham,  Derby,  and 
Leicester,  presented  his  report  to  Parliament  The  framework 
knitters  had  entered  into  a  formidable  union,  with  a  view  to  their 
elevation  in  the  social  scale,  but  their  efforts,  being  misdirected, 
proved  atbortive.  The  only  result  of  this  inquiry  was  the  unsatis- 
factory and  inoperative  enactment,  known  as  the  Ticket  Act 

April  4. — Mr.  Richard  Birkin,  of  New  Basford,  elected  an 
Alderman,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Rogers,  deceased. 

AprU  16. — Died,  at  Bramcote,  in  his  70th  year,  Henry 
Enfield,  Esq.  He  had  been  Town  Clerk  of  Nottingham  twenty- 
nine  years,  and  was  very  highly  esteemed  in  every  relationship  6t 
life.     His  son,  Mr.  William  Enfield,  was  appointed  his  successor. 

May  7. — Mr.  Charles  Fellows,  the  youngest  son  of  the  late 
John  Fellows,  Esq.,  of  Nottingham,  received  the  honour  of  Knight- 
hood, at  her  Majesty's  levee. 

June  26,  27,  <fe  28. — Cricket  match  at  Canterbury,  between 
eleven  of  Kent  and  eleven  of  Nottingham.  Our  team  were 
Mr.  Noyes,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Seddons,  Mr.  Batchelor,  Clark, 
Barker,  Guy,  Butler,  R  Parr,  Dakin,  and  Redgate,  who  scored 
47  and  67.  Kont,  only  innings,  134,  thus  winning  in  one  innmga 
with  20  runs  to  spare. 

June  30. — ^The  General  Inclosure  Act  received  the  Royal 
assent  enclosing  about  840  acres  of  the  Sand  and  Clay  Fields  and 
Meadows,  47  acres  of  the  Eastcroft,  and  181  acres  of  the  Forest 
and  Mapperley  HilL  Of  this,  about  120  acres  were'  allotted  to 
the  Corporation,  in  trust  for  the  inhabitants  of  Nottingham,  lor 
Baths,  Public  Walks,  Cricket  and  Recreation  Grounds,  imd  Ceme- 
teries, 4  acres  for  a  Church  Cemetery  and  a  like  quantity  for  the 
use  of  the  Nonconformists. 

July  14. — Mr.  John  Ckdloway  elected  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  for  St.  Ann's  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Butler, 
deceased. 

Jxdy  \1  k  18. — Return  cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  the  counties  of  Nottingham  and  Kent.  Notting- 
ham was  represented  by  P.  Williams,  Esq.,  Mr.  Noyes,  Barker, 
Chapman,  Cfarratt,  Guy,  Butler,  G.  Parr,  Clark,  Tinley,  and  Red- 
gate.  Kent  scor^  65  and  86,  and  their  opponents  130  and  22, 
Nottingham  winning  with  eight  wickets  to  go  down. 

September  4,  5,  A  6. — Orand  match  on  the  same  ground, 
eleven  of  England  against  &)urteen  of  Nottingham,  for  £200  a 

3p 


470  THK  NOTTIKOHAM  DATI-BOOK. 

1845  side.  The  fourteen  were  Clark  (their  yeteran  leader),  Owroft^ 
Buttery,  Barker,  Guy,  Butler,  G.  F^rr,  S.  Parr,  Brown,  Redgate^ 
linlej,  Gilbert,  Heath,  and  the  Bev.  W.  Musters.  The  eleven 
included  the  names  of  Pilch,  Cornwall,  Martingell,  Box,  Dorring- 
ton,  Picknell,  Hayward,  Sewell,  Royston,  Hillyer,  aixd  Dean. 
Nottingham  won  the  match,  scoring  88  and  133,  with  six  wickets 
to  fall,  to  their  opponents  95  and  125. 

October  14 — ^The  premises  of  Ifix.  Bates,  framesmith,  Wool- 
aUey,  were  destroyed  by  a  fire,  whiah  broke  out  between  eight  and 
nine  in  the  evening.  The  three  workshops  were  filled  with 
machinery,  and  the  conflagration  raged  nearly  six  hours.  The 
damage  was  estimated  at  £1,400. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St,  Atm^s  Wordy 
J.  Galloway  and  W.  Sylvester ;  Byron,  H.  Cartwright  and  T. 
Hopkins ;  Castle,  W.  Page  and  W.  Parsons ;  EootJkOfnge,  W.  Bur^ 
gass  and  S.  Parsons;  St.  Mofn/t,  T.  Adams  and  G.  Shelton ;  Park^ 
F.  P.  Hewitt  and  L.  Hardy;  Sherwood,  R  Goodhead  and  W. 
BkckwelL 

November  5. — Public  dinner  and  presentation  of  a  piece  of 
iflate  to  Mr.  T.  North,  on  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  Mayor, 
in  testimony  of  the  high  approval  of  the  subscribers  of  the  im- 
partial and  zealous  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  its  onerous 
dutie&  Mr.  T.  Wakefield  presided,  and  the  other  speakers  were 
Mr.  T.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  W.  Page,  Mr.  Alderman  Hrkhead,  and 
Mr.  Cowley. 

NonemJber  10. — Mr.  Alderman  Thomas  Herbert  appointed 
Mayor ;  Mr.  Nathan  Hurst,  junr..  Sheriff. 

The  operative  classes  in  the  bobbin  net  and  warp  trades  made 
a  prolonged  and  determined  effort,  about  this  period,  to  induce  the 
Legislature  to  pass  an  act  prohibiting,  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, all  night  work,  on  the  plea  that  it  was  destructive  to 
txade,  health,  and  morals ;  but  the  House  of  Commons  refused  to 
sanction  the  proposed  interference. 

The  year  is  further  memorable  for  an  extraordinary  move- 
ment known  as  '<  the  railway  mania."  For  several  months  the 
money  market  was  deluged  with  a  flood  of  prospectuses  of  railway 
schemes  of  every  character ;  a  Stock  Exchimge  was  established  in 
the  town ;  the  most  fabulous  gains  were  reported ;  and  amongst  the 
holders  of  stock  were  clerks,  small  shopkeepers,  and  many  of  no 
capital  whatever.  When  *'  the  panic"  came,  nearly  the  whole  of 
these  projects  dissolved  into  airy  nothingness,  and  the  holders  of 
the  scrip  found  themselves  involved  in  ruinous  expenses. 

1846. 

1846  Fikruary  27  k  28. — Election  for  South  Nottinghamshire  on 
account  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  having  accepted  the  office  of  Irish 
Secretary.  The  noble  Lord  again  came  forward,  but  his  Free 
Trade  predilections  being  offensive  to  the  Protectionists,  they 
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nomiiiAted  T.  R  T.  Hildyard,  Esq.     The  result  of  the  poll  wftB  as   1846 
follows  :—Hildyard,  1736;  Lord  Lincoln,  1049:  mi^oritj,  687. 

Ftbruofry  28. — Nomination  for  the  Northern  Division,  to 
supply  a  vacancy  ocoasioiied  by  the  death  of'  H.  G.  Knight^  Esq. 
The  Protectionists  l»ought  forward  Lord  Heniy  Bentinck ;  and 
Mr.  T.  Bailey  nominated  the  Earl  of  Lincoln.  Between  the  nomi- 
nation and  the  polling,  Mr.  Bailey,  at  the  request  of  his  partf, 
(Lord  Lincoln's  coacurrenoe  not  hiaving  been  obtained),  issued  a 
bill,  requesting  the  Free  Traders  to  iJ>stain  from  voting.  This 
was  very  generaUy  complied  with,  and  the  two  days'  poll  was  ex- 
tremely languid,  and  closed  as  follows : — Lord  Henry  Bentinok, 
1741 ;  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  218. 

July  6. — ^Two  brothers  named  CoUyer  committed  suicide  h9 
hanging  themselves  in  a  shed  near  Shaw's-lane  (Sherwood-street)^ 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  During  the  previous  August,  they, 
along  with  their  father,  were  charged  at  the  Police  Office  with 
confining  and  iUtreating  their  sister,  33  vears  of  ju;e.  She  was 
found  in  a  bed-room  in  a  house  in  Coal-court,  Wollaton-street^ 
miserably  clad,  her  hair  dishevelled,  her  finger  nails  grown  like 
birds*  claws,  and  her  person  in  a  most  miserable  condition.  The 
old  man  said  that  his  daughter  had  been  out  of  her  mind  eighteen 
months,  and  would  not  go  to  bed,  nor  suffer  herself  to  be  undressed. 
She  was  sent  to  the  poorhouse  and  from  thence  to  the  Asylum, 
and  the  inhuman  trio  were  discharged;  but  it  seems  that  the 
odium  under  which  they  laboured,  and  their  having  become  em- 
barrassed in  business  transaction^  preyed  upon  the  minds  of  the 
brothers  and  caused  them  to  commit  t&e  raui  act 

Jvly  8. — Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse  having  nominally  vacated  his 
seat  by  accepting  the  office  of  President  (S  the  Board  of  Oontrol, 
was  re-electeid  Member  for  Nottingham,  without  opposition.  The 
Bight  Hon.  Baronet  was  nominated  by  P.  Hart,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Alderman  Herbert 

AugtM  3. — Opening  of  the  Nottingham  ^d  Lincoln  Bailwaj. 

November  2. — ^The  Municipal  elections^  St  Ann^a  Wtmrt^ 
N.  Hurst,  junr.,  and  W.  Knight ;  Byron^  A.  Wells  and  S.  W. 
Moore ;  Caetle,  J.  Tomlinson  and  W.  Cripps ;  JSxchanye^  T.  North 
and  K.  Swann ;  St  Matr^e^  J.  Hadden  and  G.  Eddowes ;  Pmrh^ 
J.  Bra41ey  and  W.  Felkin ;  Sherwood^  S.  Fowler  and  &  Moore. 

November  9. — Mr.  William  Cripps  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
John  Barber,  Sheriff 

November  15. — ^An  attempt  was  made  to  destroy  Friar-lane 
chapel  by  setting  fire  to  some  combustibles  near  the  pulpit  About 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  Hibbs,  of  Sneinton-street,  in  passing, 
perceiving  a  glaring  light,  raised  an  alarm ;  and  the  fire  brigade 
having  arrived,  in  about  an  hour  the  fire  was  subdued,  but  not 
until  the  pulpit  was  completely  destroyed,  and  much  other  damage 
done.  Sevend  gentlemen  made  a  minute  but  fruitless  examination 
to  discover  the  incendiary,  and  at  three  in  the  morning  they  were 
about  leaving  the  {Nremisee  in  charge  of  two  policemen  when  a 
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1846  sodden  flash  of  light  burst  up  in  a  comer,  and  in  an  instant  a 
number  of  basses,  and  the  crimson  lining  of  the  Mayor^s  pew, 
were  in  a  blaze.  The  fire  was  soon  put  out,  and  the  safety  of  the 
bailding  insured.  The  organ  was  greatly  injured  by  the  excessiTe 
heat ;  and  the  total  damage  amounted  to  sereral  hundred  pounds. 
y&vefnber  24. — Dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Herbert,  the  ex-Mayor,  in  testimony  of  the  public  appreciation  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office. 
Hr.  T.  Wakefield  occupied  the  chair. 

I^eeember. — ^Appointment  of  Mr.  O.  T.  Oldknow  as  Post- 
master, in  the  place  of  Mr.  J.  Crosby,  deceased. 


1847. 

1847  February  12. — Death  of  Thomas  Darker,  of  Darker's- court, 

ftroad-manh,  aged  66  years.  He  was  a  bachelor,  the  descendant 
of  an  ancient  and  wealthy  family,  and  in  his  habits  was  almost  as 
iMffsimonious  and  eccentric  as  the  noted  Daniel  Dancer.  The 
immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  the  strong  excitement  induced 
by  a  decision  of  the  magistrates,  compelling  him  to  secure  the  mouth 
of  an  old  well,  which  had  become  very  dangerous.  This  had  such 
an  effect  that  it  drove  him  mad,  and  he  died  the  same  week  at 
the  Lunatic  Asylum.  A  great  amount  of  gold  and  valuable  securi- 
ties was  found  secreted  in  his  room. 

June  3. — ^The  Society  of  Friends  held  their  first  meeting  in 
the  newly  erected  chapel  in  Park-street. 

July  28. — Qenend  election :  nomination  of  borough  candi- 
dates at  the  Exchange.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Alderman  Birkhead  and  Mr.  Smith  Fowler; 
Thomas  Gisbome,  junr.,  Esq.,  by  Mr.  Aldenfian  Yiekers  and  Mr. 
Alderman  Birkin ;  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor,  by  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr. 
Hemm ;  and  John  Walter,  Esq.,  by  Mr.  J.  Bowley  and  Mr.  T.  B. 
Bedgate.  The  show  of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of  the  two 
last  mentioned ;  as  was  also  the  poll,  which  closed  the  next  day  as 
foUows :— Walter,  1683;  O'Connor,  1257;  Gisbome,  999;  Hob- 
house,  893.  Electors  polled,  2,406;  unpolled,  1,971.  Plumpers — 
Mr.  Walter,  608;  Mr.  O'Connor,  132;  Mr.  Gisbome,  113;  and 
Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse,  39. 

This  was  a  very  remarkable  contest ;  each  of  the  candidates 
had  a  separate  committee,  but  it  was  not  until  after  the  nomina- 
tion that  the  electors  were  at  all  canvassed,  and  then  only  to  a 
very  limited  extent.  Sir  John  and  his  colleague  had  calculated 
upon  an  easy  victory ;  and  Mr.  Walter  was  nominated  without 
his  knowledge  or  consent.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  hon. 
gentleman's  father,  Mr.  Walter,  senr.,  died  the  same  morning,  the 
28th,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 

Avguai  2. — Opening  of  the  People's  College. 
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Aiiguii  3. — ^Thomas  Houkkworth,  Esq.,  and  Lord  Henry   1847 
Bentinck  re-elected  for  the  Northern  Division,  withont  oppomtion. 

Augtut  5. — Lancelot  KoUeston,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Blackbome 
Thoroton  Hildyard,  Esq.,  elected  for  the  Southern  Division. 

Augtut  9. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground,  between 
eleven  of  England,  and  the  same  number  of  Nottingham.  On  one 
side  were  F.  Pilch,  Brett,  Hunt,  Sampson,  Chatterton,  Eaton, 
Robey,  White,  Martingale,  Clifford,  and  Wright;  and  on  the 
other  were  Oscroft,  C.  Brown,  H.  Brown,  G.  Parr,  Guy,  Chapman, 
Heath,  C.  l^nley,  Nixon,  Bickley,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Musten. 
Nottingham  won,  with  ten  wickets  to  spare. 

August  10. — ^The  election  of  Mr.  Walter  was  celebrated  by  a 
public  procession.  The  hon.  member  was  met  on  the  Derby-road 
by  a  number  of  gentlemen  on  horseback  and  an  immense  body  of 
people,  with  numerous  flags,  banners^  and  bands  of  musio,  and 
having  seated  himself  in  a  beautiful  triumphal  carriage,  along  with 
Mr.  J.  Bowley,  Mr.  T.  Redgate,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Smith,  the  pro- 
cession moved  slowly  down  Tollhouse-hill,  the  Long-row,  Pelham- 
street,  Carlton-street,  Hockley,  Fisher-gate,  HoUow-stone,  the 
Pavement,  Low-pavement,  Albert-streei,  Wheeler-gate,  South- 
parade,  Poultry,  High-street,  and  Smithy-row,  to  the  Exchange 
Booms,  where  Mr.  Walter  made  a  speech  from  the  window  of 
Boom  No.  80.  Li  the  afternoon,  he  dined  in  the  Hall,  with  about 
two  hundred  of  his  leading  supporters.  Mr.  J.  Bowley  occupied 
the  chair,  and  amongst  the  spoikers  were  Mr.  T.  R  Charlton,  Rev. 
W.  J.  Butler,  Mr.  G.  Rawson,  Mr.  Tyas,  Mr.  T.  H.  SmiUi,  Mr. 
T.  R  Redgate,  and  Mr.  J.  Swann. 

August  19. — ^The  verteran  Green  made  a  balloon  ascent,  his 
370th,  from  the  Barrack-yard,  Nottingham  Park.  The  ballon  was 
composed  of  12,000  yards  of  silk,  in  idtemate  stripes  of  crimson 
and  yellow;  measured  120  feet  in  circumference;  contained 
220,000  gallons  of  gas;  and  with  the  car  attached  was  ^S  feet 
high.  Mr.  Green  was  accompanied  in  the  car  by  Mr.  Foxcroft, 
solicitor,  and  Captain  Forster.  They  rose  at  hidf-past  five,  and 
took  a  south-westerly  direction  over  iSeeston,  remaining  in  sight 
for  a  long  time.  The  shops  in  the  Market-place  and  principal 
streets  were  closed ;  and  the  Park  and  house-tops  and  every  elevtr 
ted  site  were  thronged  with  spectators.  The  voyagers  descended 
at  a  quarter  to  nine,  on  the  lawn  of  Staunton  Harold  Hall,  the 
seat  of  Earl  Ferrers,  where  they  met  -with  a  very  hospitable 
reception. 

'  November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  For  St  Ann's  Wgtrd^ 
F.  Herbert  and  J.  Howitt;  Byrouj  J.  Hill  and  R.  Eiiight; 
CasiUj  T.  H.  Smith  and  J.  Bowley ;  jSxeKatige,  J.  Burton  and 
C.  Beck  ;  SL  Mivr^Sy  W.  Hannay  and  J.  Cragg ;  Park^  J.  Hurst 
and  F.  Plant ;  Sherwoodj  J.  Barber  and  W.  Aulton. 

November  8. — Festival  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  in  honour  of 
the  return  of  Mr.  F.  O'Connor.  A  company  of  about  five  hun- 
dred, of  both  sexes,  sat  down  to  tea.     Mr.  W.  Mott  presided, 
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1847  And  the  speakers  were  Mr.  O'Connor^  the  Rev.  W.  linwood,  Mr. 
W.  P.  Roberte,  and  oUienL  There  was  also  a  similar  gathering  «l 
the  Assembly  Rooms,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  RobertSi 
and  the  iqpeakers  had  to  discharge  a  double  duty. 

Novimber^. — Mr.  John  Heard  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  James 
Roe,  Sheriff;  and  Messrs.  J.  Heard,  F.  Hart,  H.  Leaver,  T.  Her- 
berti  R.  Biddle,  F.  Judd,  and  R.  Birkin,  Aldermen. 

Nowmber  12. — A  fire  broke  out  about  ten  in  the  morning,  on 
the  premises  of  Mr.  Foster,  hatter,  Pelham-street  The  stock  was 
tossed  out  of  the  windows  in  the  utmost  confusion,  but  the  damage 
was  chiefly  confined  to  the  upper  apartments. 

November  13. — ^A  more  serious  conflagration,  on  the  premises 
of  Mr.  Spieer,  hatter,  Hi^-street  The  fire  broke  out  late  at  night, 
and  destroyed  nearly  ererything,  excepting  the  walls.  A  few  days 
pferioosly,  £^icer  had  taken  out  a  pdicy  in  the  Manchester  Fune 
Office,  lor  a  sum  greatly  exceeding  the  value  of  his  stock,  and  he 
was  taken  into  custody  on  su^Ncion  that  he  had  set  fire  to  the 
property  himself ;  he  was  liberated,  however,  on  entering  into 
recognisances  to  appear  again  when  called  upon. 

December  1. — ^Mr.  Mm  S.  Alderson  elected  Resident  Qovemor 
of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Powell,  deceased. 

December  20. — ^Public  dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  Mr. 
W.  Crippsi  the  ex-Mayor.     Mr.  S.  Newham  occupied  the  chair. 


1848. 

1848  Februanf  17. — ^Death  of  Samuel  Haywood,  of  Appleby,  in  the 

county  of  Leicester,  aged  69  years.  He  had  been  the  ''Jack 
Ketdi,'*  of  Nottingham,  Derby,  and  Leicester  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  had  hung  no  less  than  forty-two  persons. 

MiMrdk  25.— Death  ci  John  Smith  Wright,  Esq.,  of  Rempston 
Hall,  aged  74  years.  He  was  president  of  the  Nottingham 
Mechanics'  Institution,  and  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and 
extensiye  benevolence. 

Marok  30.-— Premises  occupied  by  Mr.  James  TiMnlinson,  junr., 
as  an  oil  manufactory,  in  Pkrk-wharf,  were  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire.  Several  thousand  gallons  of  oil  and  numerous  barrels  of  tar, 
pitch,  and  resin,  formed  the  chief  material  of  the  conflagration. 

MareK — ^The  Revolution  in  France  produced  great  distress 
amongst  the  lace  hands  of  Nottingham  extraction  at  Calais  and 
Basse  Yille.  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  L  0.  Wright,  Esq.,  the  Mayor,  and 
other  gentlemen^  sympathising  with  them,  commenced  a  public  sub- 
■oription,  which  amounted  in  the  total  to  about  £600.  With  the 
assistance  of  Government,  a  considerable  number  of  the  men  and 
their  ftimilies  were  conveyed  to  Australia. 

ApriL — ^The  early  part  of  this  month  was  a  season  of  great 
public  alarm.  Wednesday,  the  13th,  was  to  have  been  ''the  great 
day/'  which  soma  Ohartists  wore  wiU  enough  to  imagine  would 
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usher  in  **  the  English  repablic."     The  precautions  on  the  part  of  1848 
authorities  were  energetic  and  powerful ;  but  nothing  took  plaoe 
to  require  the  use  of  anj  of  them. 

May  19. — Re-opening  of  St  Mary's  church  for  Divine  ser- 
vice by  Uie  Bishop  c^  linooln. 

May  22. — Opening  of  the  new  Railway  Station.  It  occupies 
an  area  600  feet  in  length,  and  94  in  width. 

July  3y  4,  &  5. — Cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  between  eleven 
of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Sheffield.  Our  opponents  won  with 
six  wickets  to  go  down. 

AvguBt  \1  k  18. — ^The  return  match  was  played  at  Notting- 
ham, when  Sheffield  again  won  with  85  runs  to  vpm. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections^  ^  Amie  Wfrnd^ 
J.  Gralloway  and  W.  Sylvester;  J^yroti,  W.  Eyre  and  H.  CSart* 
wrig^t;  Caeile^W.  Fsgeand  W.  Ptosons;  iEeeAofi^  W.  Burgssa 
and  J.  Roe ;  SL  Mar$^$^  T.  Adams  and  &  Turner ;  /Wib,  L.  Haidy 
and  A.  Laoey ;  Sherwood,  R  Hawkridge  and  J.  Webster. 

Noffember  9. — ^Mr.  Thomas  Carver  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
Edward  Steegmann,  Sheriff 

November  1  l.---Suicide  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Brown.  It  appeared 
that  Mr.  Brown,  having  formed  the  aoquaintanoe  of  the  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  K  Bull,  of  Sit  James's  diurdiy  solicited  her  hand.  Mr. 
Bull  wrote  a  kind  letter,  declining  to  accede  to  the  propossl,  on  the 
ground  of  the  extreme  youth  of  his  daughter,  she  being  but  17 
years  of  aga  On  receiving  this  letter  the  young  clergyman  became 
greatly  agitated  and  excited  and  rsn  out  of  the  house.  Calling  at 
Mr.  Jackson's,  gunsmitii,  Churoh-gate,  he  purchased  a  pistol,  and 
loaded  it  with  imoi.  About  four  o'clock,  he  was  admitted  into  tlie 
Castle-grounds.  As  night  was  ocming  on,  and  he  had  not  beaa 
seen  to  leave,  a  search  was  made  lor  him,  and  his  lifeless  body  wag 
discovered.  He  had  applied  the  pistol  to  his  forehead,  and  blowa 
out  his  brains.  The  jury  at  the  inquest  returned  a*Terdiot  of 
« temporary  insanity.*^ 


1849. 

Ffhruary  2. — Mr.  Charles  Sneath,  of  Amo  Yale,  elected  aa  1840 
Alderman  in  the  plaoe  of  Mr,  Henry  Leaver,  deceased. 

March  9. — Jenny  Lind,  the  celebrated  vocalist^  took  part  in 
a  concert  at  the  Mechanics'  HalL  She  was  received  by  the  eUie 
of  the  district  with  the  utmost  enthustssm.  The  admission  fees 
were  a  guinea  and  half-a-guinea.     The  proceeds  approached  £800l 

April  17. — Mr.  Robert  Bromley,  of  Stoke,  elected  Member  for 
the  Southern  Division,  in  the  place  of  Colonel  RoUeston,  resigned. 

July  30. — ^The  comer-stone  of  the  Particular  Bi^tkt  c^pel, 
Derby-rc^  was  laid  by  Mr.  S.  M.  Peto,  M,P.  for  Norwidi. 

August  27.-A  large  public  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mayor,was 
held  at  the  Exchange,  for  the  purpose  "ctf  making  a.publicexiNressioa 
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1848  of  qrmpatky  towards  the  brave  Hangariiui  patriotSi  and  with 
a  Tiew  of  requeBting  Lord  Palmerston  to  obtain  the  best  poaaible 
terms  for  that  unfortunate  people."  The  Mayor  presided,  and 
speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  J.  Nieuberg^  Mr.  Q.  Gill,  Mr.  F. 
O*0onnor,  Mr.  S.  Bean,  Mr.  C.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  J.  Harney. 

September  30. — ^Elarly  this  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Bingham,  wholesale  confectioner,  GlasshousoHrtreet^ 
by  which  and  the  water  about  X400  worth  of  confectionery  was 
destroyed. 

October. — Sereral  acts  of  insubordination  amongst  the  men  of 
the  3rd  Dragoon  Guards  gave  rise  to  several  courts  martiaL  It 
appeared  that  Colonel  Arthur,  when  on  parade  at  the  Barracksi 
observed  that  some  of  the  horses  did  not  appear  so  clean  and  sleek 
as  usual,  and  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  men,  who  had  been  in- 
dulged with  great  liberty  the  previous  Fair  week,  had  abused  the 
privilege  by  n^lecting  their  duty.  Every  one,  therefore,  whose 
horse  was  found  in  the  condition  alluded  to,  was  ordered  to  remain 
in  Barracks  until  its  appearance  improved.  The  men  ascribed  the 
condition  of  their  horses  to  the  season  of  the  year,  as  the  animals 
were  b^^inning  to  cast  their  coats.  Some  days  after,  the  delinquents 
having  presented  their  horses  on  parade  in  a  greatly  improved 
condition,  anticipated  that  the  Colonel  would  countermand  his 
order,  but  found  that  he  had  gone  out  of  town,  and  would  not  re- 
turn for  several  days.  Hie  same  evening,  about  thirty  of  the 
disaffected  scaled  the  wall,  and  proceeded  to  the  Gate  pubUc-house, 
Brewhouse-yard,  where  they  drank  to  exoesa  An  armed  picquet 
of  ten  men  was  sent  in  pursuit^  and  at  ten  o'clock  found  the  de- 
serters, who  declared  they  would  not  be  taken ;  and  after  a  smart 
skirmish,  in  which  the  picquet  drew  their  swords  and  the  men 
threw  heavy  stones,  the  deserters  effected  an  escape.  They  were, 
however,  all  apprehended  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  sentenced 
to  various  terms  of  imprisonment.  The  Commander-in-Chief 
ordered  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops  to  Sheffield. 

Noveniher  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  SL  Ann*$  Ward^ 
N.  Hurst  and  W.  Knight ;  Byr<ni,  S.  W.  Moore  and  A.  WeUs ; 
Caeile,  J.  Tomlinson,  senr.,  and  T.  Flamson ;  Exchange,  T.  North 
and  K.  Swann ;  SL  Mamfe,  T.  S.  Oliver  and  R  Hart ;  Park,  J. 
Bradley  and  W.  Felkin ;  Shenooodj  S.  Fowler  and  K  Stid^rmsnn. 

yavember  9. — Mr.  Bichard  Birkin  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
Thomas  Ashwell,  Sheriff. 

November  13. — Mr.  W.  Taylor,  confectioner,  elected  into  the 
Town  Council  for  Exchange  Ward,  Mr.  Burton  having  been  elected 
an  Alderman,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sneath,  who  had  resigned. 

November  19. — ^The  Corporate  body  gave  a  grand  entertain- 
ment to  the  ex-Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  Carver),  at  the  Exchange 
Hall,  '<  as  a  public  expression  of  their  entire  satisfaction  with  his 
labours  in  the  civic  chair."     Mr.  W.  Hannay  presided. 

December  6. — ^Disastrous  fire  at  the  lace  warehouse  of  Messrs. 
Hill  &  Swanwick,  in  St  Mary's-gate. 
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The  Court  of  Peverel  was  abolished  by  Act  of  Parliament    1849 
this  year.     From  an  article  by  Mr.  Briscoe  we  learn  that  "Peverel 
Ooort  was  instituted  by  William  Peverel,  wm  of  William  the 
Conqueror.     It  was  a  Court  of  Pleas  for  the  recovery  of  small 
debts  and  for  damages  in  case  of  trespass ;  and  its  jurisdiction  at 
one  time  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  honour  of  Peverel,  which 
included  170  towns  and  villages  in  Nottinghamshire,  120  places 
in  Derbyshire,  and  several  places  in  Yorkshire  and  Leicestershire. 
The  high  stewardship  of  this  court  was  termed  *  The  Honour  of 
Peverel,'  which  office  was  first  bom^  by  the  founder,  who  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Sir  William  Peverel.      His  office  was  subse- 
quently held  by  Ralph  Paynel,  or  Pagnal,  (one  of  the  Empress 
Maud's  captains);  the  Crown ;  John,  £^1  of  Morton,  subsequently 
King  John ;  Robert  de  Vavasour ;  Hugh  de  Stapleford ;  William 
de  £land ;  Rowland,  Randal,  and  Hugh  Revel ;  the  Hutchinsona 
of  Basford;  Lord  Goring;    Charles,  Earl  of  Norwich;    Henry 
Coring;    Charles,  second  son  of   the  Earl  of    Norwich;    Loid 
Wigome ;  after  him  his  sons,  Charles,  Lord  Herbert,  and  Arthur 
Lord  Somerset ;  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby ;  and  his  heirs  until  the 
dissolution  of   the  Court  in  1849.      When  Peverel  Court  was 
established  it  was  ordered  that  the  sittings  thereof  should  be  held 
in  the  Anglo  Saxon  Chapel  of  Saint  James,  the  earliest  establish- 
ment of   the  kind  at    Nottingham,  the  site  of   which  is  now 
occupied  by  the  Independent  Chapel  in  the  street  of  that  nama 
The  sittings  were  held  here  for  nearly  two  centuries,  and  when 
the  court  was  removed  by  Edward  IL  to  a  more  suitable  place-^ 
the  County  Hall,  in  1316,  the  town  of  Nottingham  was  exonerated 
from  its  feudal  jurisdiction,  and  the  chapel  was  given  to  the 
Cai'melite  Friars,  to  whose  convent  it  stood  contiguous.     The  high 
steward  had  the  right  to  hold  the  sittings  in  any  place  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  county,  and  on  WiUiam  de  Eland  accepting 
that  position  in  1368,  it  was  removed  to  Basford.     The  Court 
was  held  here  uninterruptedly  for  a  long  series  of  years.     The 
power  of  the  Court  lay  dormant  a  considerable  time  until  the 
appointment  of  Lord  Goring  to  the  office  of  high  steward.     Chad- 
wick,  a  *  fellow  of  a  most  pragmatical  temper,'  who  '  picked  up 
such  ends  of  law*  that  he  became  a  parcel-judge  in  Irdand,  was 
the  prime  mover  in  getting  the  powers  of  the  Court  revived; 
and  as  his  reward  he  executed  the  office  under  Lord  Goring,  'to 
the  great  abuse  of  the  country.'     At  the  commencement  of  the 
parcel  this  fellow  would  have  been  presented  for  his  pains,  but, 
on  the  intercession  of  the  high  steward,  this  was  not  done,  and 
from  the  beginning  of  that  Parliament  he  did  not  execute  that 
office,  but  became  deputy-recorder  of    Nottingham  under  Lord 
Clare.     In  1791,  the  gaoler  was  John  Sands,  who,  in  that  year, 
opened  the  doors  and  allowe<l  the  prisoners  to  escape,  because  there 
was  no  food  allowed  for  their  support,  and  because  if  any  of  them 
died  of  want  he  would  be  liable  to  take  his  trial  as  a  murderer. 
The  Court  of   Peverel  was  then  removed  to   Lenton,  and  the 
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1849  priflooen  pkoed  in  the  costody  of  Mr.  Wombwell,  who,  in  1804, 
erected  the  White  Hart  inn,  ^e  apartments  in  the  rear  of  which 
were  used  as  a  prison.  About  1819  the  Court  sat  about  twice  a 
jear  to  try  causes  as  high  as  fifty  pounds,  and  was  presided  over 
by  the  deputy  of  Lord  Middleton.  The  gaol  was  thm  situated  at 
Buford,  which  Howard  (the  philanUiropist),  described  as  being 
one  room  with  three  beds  for  males,  and  another  little  room  imr 
female  prisoners,  but  there  being  none  in  custcxly  he  applied  the 
apartment  to  domestic  usea  Cloee  by  the  gaol  was  a  bowling 
green,  at  which  the  company  Vere  waited  upon  by  the  prisonersy 
80  that  their  confinement  was  not  very  rigorous.  In  1815,  the 
hi^  sheriff's  deputy  was  Mr.  John  Bslguy,  barrister,  and  Mr.  P* 
Sanders,  solicitor,  the  prothcmotary.  The  Court  was  held  every 
Tuesday,  and  the  writs  issued  were  returnable  the  next  day  to 
that  on  which  they  were  issued ;  and  a  general  Court,  on  which 
the  high  steward  was  supposed  to  preside,  was  held  twice  a  year, 
these  being  called  'The  Courts  of  Trials.'  In  1832  the  sittings 
of  the  Court  of  Peverel  were  held  at  Lenton  every  Tuesday; 
and  that  twice  a  year  (October  25th  and  May  14th)  the  Court 
sat  to  try  causes  as  high  as  fifty  pounds.  The  Court  of  Peverel 
existed  as  a  Court,  under  Lord  Middleton,  for  the  recovery  of 
small  debts  and  damages  for  trespass,  until  the  year  1849,  when 
the  three  surviving  feudal  courts — the  Palace,  the  Marshalsea, 
and  the  Peverel — ^were  abolished  by  Act  of  Parliament." 

A  copy  of  a  "process"  issued  by  this  Court,  of  the  year  1846, 
is  preserved  in  the  Library  of  Local  Literature  in  connection  with 
the  Nottingham  Free  Public  Libraries. 


1850. 

1850  January  25. — Fire  at  Mr.  WiUs's  warehouse,  Standard-hill, 

causing  damage  to  the  amount  of  about  X500. 

February  5. — ^Terrific  gale,  doing  much  damage.  A  stack  of 
chimneys  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Smythe,  Westem-terraoe,  Notting- 
ham Park,  was  blown  down,  falling  through  the  roof  and  injuring 
several  of  the  inmates.  Much  injury  was  also  done,  and  many 
trees  blown  down  in  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood. 

AfrU  3. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Baptist  chapel,  Mansfield- 
road,  laid  by  J.  Heard,  Esq. 

Afril  6.  —  Nottingham  Com  Exchange,  Thurland-street, 
opened.  The  principal  room  is  77  feet  long  by  55  broad,  and 
about  40  feet  high,  and  there  are  suitable  offices  attached.  The 
cost  W8  9  je  3,000. 

M  y, — Memorial  window  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr. 
Powell  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Carlton-road,  placed  in  Sneinton 
church 
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JwM  4. — Re-opening  of  St  Mary's  church  after  its  restoration.    1850 

«/u9M  6. — At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Exchange  Hall  it  was 
agreed  to  form  the  Church  Cemeterj,  comprising  four  acres  allotted 
by  the  Enclosure  Commissioners,  and  nine  acres  purchased. 

Jvly  1. — ^The  public  recreation  walks  in  the  fields  and  meadows 
first  opened  to  the  inhabitants. 

Jvly  9. — Opening  of  the  Baptist  chapel,  Derby-road,  by  a 
division  from  the  Particular  Baptist  congregation,  Gkorge-street. 

J\dy  15. — ^Nottingham  and  Grant^m  Railway  opened  by 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

Jxdy  26. — Mr.  Henry  Sanders,  of  Liverpool,  appointed  clerk 
to  the  Nottingham  Union,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Absalom  Bametty 
deceased. 

Atigu8i  4. — Re-opening  of  Broad-street  Baptist  chapel  after 
considerable  alterations  and  improvements. 

August  6. — ^Exhibition  opened  in  the  Mechanics'  Hall  by  the 
Mayor  (R.  Birkin,  Esq.)  and  Corporation.  A  wooden  structure 
was  added  at  the  Trinity-street  end  of  the  building  for  machinery, 
which  was  exhibited  in  moti<m. 

Aufftut  28.--Submarine  Electric  Cable  successfully  laid  be- 
tween Dover  and  Calais. 

September  6. — Serious  fire  in  the  Goods  Station  of  the  Midland 
Railway,  at  Nottingham,  causing  damage  to  the  amount  of  about 
X900. 

September  20. — ^The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  the 
I^otHngkain  Review  of  this  date : — "  Hie  public  are  respectfully 
informed  that  the  passenger  fares  from  Nottingham  to  Derby  and 
all  the  stations  between  those  towns,  will  be  experimentally  re- 
duced about  one-half,  on  and  after  Monday,  23rd  of  September." 
It  was  not  found  to  answer,  and  after  a  time  the  fares  were  raised. 

October  7. — Nottingham  was  visited  by  a  frightful  storm  which 
overturned  many  stalls  and  bazaars  in  the  Market-place.  About 
one  in  the  day,  a  lofty  chimney  surmounting  the  premises  then 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Hopkinson  k  Welch,  grocers,  at  the  bottom 
of  St  James's-street)  was  blown  down,  tearing  away  a  greater  part 
of  the  roof,  the  front  cornice,  and  a  large  quantity  of  lead,  the 
whole  mass  weighing  several  tons.  William  Morrell,  a  boy  of  ten 
years  of  age,  was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  a  young  woman  from 
Derby,  named  Mary  Dyer,  24  years  of  age,  received  such  injuries 
that  she  died  soon  after.  Morris  Ingle,  of  Cotgrave,  had  his 
shoulder  blade  fractured,  and  other  persons  received  various  cuts 
and  contusions. 

October  23. — Opening  of  the  General  Baptist  chapel,  Milton- 
street,  by  a  division  from  the  Baptists  meeting  in  Plumptre-place, 
Stoney-street.  The  plan  is  a  parallelogram,  and  comprehends  a 
chapel  73  feet  long,  51  feet  wide,  and  31  feet  high.  Mjt.  William 
Booker  was  the  architect,  and  the  cost  about  £2,900. 

November  1. — The  Municipal  elections,  the  whole  of  the 
wards  being  uncontested.     Byron  Ward^  R.  Knight  and  J.  ]  lill ; 
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ViSA   C^miU,  i.  BisvkT^  iwi  X.  BL  Smack;  Ptriwji,  C  Beck 

lA^inr .  it  JUWyju  W.  Humt  Md  J.  Hjukfen :  Fmrk,  J.  Hvnt 

.r  }«gM^  L— Liwi  BndiJe  dLtd  tt  BanaT  HaIL  Sc  hmd 
iMOO.  ft  9Mq»  nEppiarttr  4<  tbe  ftadirml  or  I>e»oasnc  xzLttnut^  and 
VMi  ^ns  ^ir^nvi  ««  di^xr  ouiiixdakDt  u  die  xkCBMiBUe  efactiai  ior 
Tmwi mafias,  in.  Oetofatr,  I'^Ii,  wb«.  he ncetT«d  1515  ^vte% being 
ft  Bftjiirivf  <^  ^(^  <yv«r  Iiia  opfiooeiLi,  Bichftrd  Aikwiighl,  £ft(|. 
Hft  wftft  a^Kft  named  ift  Joner  1^1^,  ftad  alsQ  in  Jvne,  1626. 
Hfli  noiAins  wvn  msamd  in  dike  fiunilj  ▼mnik  in  Bumj  dinzdh. 
Oft  S^viMioer  lldL 

JTfiii  wJiijT  X—Balwen  new  chmdi  eouncimted;  lei^di  126 
Ihc  bj  54.     The  eott  wma  £3.000.     H.  Scerecd^  Derbr,  archisect. 

J'Wn&cr  9.— Mr.  WiDiftB  FeUin  mppointtd  Mnjor;  Mr. 
&  WxiBwe  Eberiff;  Mcasm.  Cftirer,  CnUen,  Levi%  Hernmnn, 
Wcfla,  Ktfrkti^i,  Kni^  mod  Pocj,  Aldennni. 

i)i0ceMer  la— 13ie  B^tkt  ftnd  Wftdbkoaae%  B^dk^slrecifOpci^ 

iMeamier, — At  Hum  time  g^s  was  dtftrged  in  Xoctingkam  from 
3i^  dd.  to  -U.  9d  per  1000  cubic  feec  ftooQcding  to  tlbe  qunnticy 


1851. 

1851  JantMru  12. — Death  of  the  Duke  of  Neweutle.     Bom  Jnn. 

30th,  1 785.  * 

Febntary  14  «t  15. — Election  for  South  Nottinghamshire. 
Mr.  Barrow,  1493:  Lord  Newark.  14^2:  majoritr.  11." 

March  31. — The  population  retun^  of  the  census  this  Tear, 
exhibiteil  the  subjoiueti  results  : — <SI.  A/<irv#«  houses.  9.324:  males, 
21,382;  femali^s,  24,347:  total,  45.729.  ^>;r.  i*rf«->.  houses, 
1,232  ;  iniUes,  2,(U(> ;  ft^nunles.  3,186  :  total,  5,832.  A  XicAokis's, 
houHOH,  1,218;  umK^  2,559:  feuiales.  3,287  :  total.  5,846.  ^^cni- 
<ianf  HiU  ttuti  thr  isimif*  o/th*  Ctt^tU,  houses.  117  :  males.  484  ; 
ff^urnhnt,  528  :  total,  1.012.  HiricMAmM  Yar^^  houses.  24;  males, 
53 ;  fi'umlo8,  57  :  totnl,  1 10.  KiuiAml^  houses*  2,600 :  males, 
6,065;  fonmloH,  6.570:  total,  12,t>35.  ^'N#iN/<>M.  houses,  1,774 ; 
roal(«,  3,887  ;  tVnmlos,  4,553  :  total,  8,440.  Grand  total— houses, 
16,289  ;  lunles,  37,076  ;  fenmltn?,  42,528  :  total.  79,604. 

J/ny  21. — 8«>riou8  6roAt  Mr.  Plant's  warehouse.  Mount-street. 

June  21.—  Nottiuijlmiu  txwd  noighlxnirhvxxl  was  visited  by  a 
violent  storm  of  hail,  nnow,  thunder,  lightning,  and  wind,  about 
midnlay.  It  Wing  J^ituniay.  a  stnnig  current  of  water  from 
Parliament-stnvt  and  Sh«H»i>-lane  (now  Market -street  >  rushed  across 
the  Market-place  i»aiTying  with  it  a  large  quantity  of  crockery  and 
other  articlojj  standing  there  for  sale.  Many  cellars  were  filled, 
and  much  damage  >^as  done  in  many  parts  of  the  town  by  the 
violence  of  the  storm. 
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J%d\f  \%  18,  dc  19. — Oricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  be-  1851 
tween  eleven  of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Our  team 
comprised  F.  Tinlej,  J.  Guy,  G.  Parr,  R  Parr,  J.  Grundy,  S. 
Parr,  C.  Brown,  G.  Butler,  T.  Nixon,  A.  Clark,  and  W.  Clark. 
Nottingham  scored  48  and  104 ;  Surrey  121  and  106,  thus  winning 
by  75  runs. 

Jxily  24  &  25. — ^Trial  of  Sarah  Barber  and  Bobert  Ingram 
before  Mr.  Baron  Parke,  for  the  murder  of  Joseph  Barber  (hus- 
band of  the  first  named  prisoner)  by  poisoning.  She  was  found 
guilty  and  condemned,  her  sentence  being  afterwards  commuted 
to  transportation  for  life.     Ingram  was  acquitted. 

J%dy  28. — ^Destructive  fire  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Middleton, 
picture  frame  maker,  Stoney-street,  causing  damage  to  the  amount 
of  about  £600. 

August  9. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Refreshment  Rooms  at 
the  Arboretum  laid. 

September  1. — In  digging  for  the  foundations  of  the  reservoir 
on  St  Ann's-hill  the  workmen  found  a  large  cannon  ball,  giving 
rise  to  a  supposition  that  at  some  period  ordnance  was  stationed 
on  that  elevated  spot.  A  description  of  the  reservoir  may  be 
appropriately  introduced  here.  It  was  formed  by  a  deep  square 
excavation  being  made  in  the  centre  of  the  table  land  at  the  sum- 
mit of  the  hill,  within  which  good  solid  walls  of  brickwork  were 
constructed,  160  feet  long  and  80  feet  wide ;  then  in  parallel  rows 
were  raised  shafts  of  masonry,  along  which  were  turned  no  less 
than  288  arches,  which  entirely  cover  the  whole  reservoir,  with 
the  exception  of  two  trap  doors  for  the  purpose  of  ingress  and 
egress.  The  floor  was  puddled  with  soft  clay,  on  which  was  laid  a 
layer  of  bricka  To  a  spectator  the  interior  presents  the  appear* 
ance  of  a  cellar  of  interminable  extent  with  brick  arches  overhead. 
The  height  within  from  the  floor  of  the  arches  to  the  roof  is  12 
feet  Some  idea  of  the  altitude  of  the  situation  may  be  formed 
when  it  is  stated  that  the  reservoir  is  50  feet  higher  than  the  top 
of  Derby-road,  from  whence  it  obtains  a  portion  of  its  supply  of 
water,  and  is  level  with  the  top  of  Trinity  church  spire.  Half  a 
million  of  bricks  were  used  in  the  formation  of  it,  and  the  various 
works  pertaining  to  it  incurred  an  outlay  of  £8,000.  A  circular 
boundiury  wall  of  stone  surrounds  it  and  the  surfeuse  is  laid  with 
grass.     Mr.  Jalland  was  the  architect 

September  1. — During  the  excavation  to  form  a  new  gas 
tank  in  the  Eastcroft  some  remarkable  disooveries  were  made. 
Several  large  trees  were  found  imbedded  at  a  considerable  depth 
below  the  surface ;  also,  a  fine  buck,  in  an  excellent  state  of  pre- 
servation, in  such  a  position  as  to  make  it  evident  that  some  sud- 
den catastrophe  or  revolution  of  nature  had  buried  it  iii  a  moment 
beneath  the  superincumbent  mass,  by  which  it  had  been  hidden 
for  ages.  A  large  piece  of  timber  was  also  found,  which  from  its 
shape  and  figure  led  to  the  supposition  that  it  belonged  to  some 
boat  or  vessel  of  the  ancient  Britons. 
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1851  Septemb^  2. — As  some  workmen  were  excavating  on  the  sit« 

of  a  house  in  Woolpack-lane,  at  the  back  of  Hockley  chapel,  four 
human  skeletons  were  found  about  fourteen  feet  below  the  sur&oe. 
Two  were  large,  and  were  those  of  a  male  and  femal&  Though 
much  decayed,  sufficient  was  left  to  show  tibat  one  of  the  coffins 
was  made  of  elm  and  the  other  of  oak ;  but  with  the  exception  of 
the  bones  and  the  teeth,  which  were  perfect,  and  a  few  hairs 
adhering  to  the  skull  of  the  male,  the  remains  had  crumbled  into 
dust.  The  other  skeletons  were  small,  and  were  not  examined. 
It  is  supposed  that  three  hundred  years  had  elapsed  since  these 
mortal  remains  were  consigned  to  mother  earth,  the  house, 
which  was  pulled  down  to  make  room  for  the  school-room  and 
house  attached  to  the  chapel,  having  been  built  little  short  of  two 
hundred  years. 

September  21  dc  22. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground, 
Nottingham,  between  eight  gentlemen  and  three  players,  against 
eleven  players  of  Nottingham,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Bedgata  Hie  gentlemen  scored  119  and  97  ;  the  players 
100  and  68.  The  match  was  not  very  numerously  attended,  but 
the  committee  were  enabled  to  hand  over  about  £30  to  the  widow. 

October  17. — About  half-past  ten  this  morning  a  circus,  build- 
ing for  Mr.  R  Franconi,  on  Derby-road,  fell  with  a  tremendous 
crash,  while  some  workmen  were  engaged  slating  the  roof,  and 
several  of  them  were  seriously  hurt 

Noven^ber  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  The  only  contest  was 
in  Exckomge  Ward,  when  the  numbers  were,  W.  Wright,  189  ] 
L.  S.  West,  170;  Job  Bradshaw,  114.  The  following  were  also 
elected  : — St  Ann^a  Ward,  W.  Sylvester  and  H.  Mallet ;  Byron^ 
W.  Eyre  and  A.  Darby;  Castle,  W,  Parsons  and  J.  Brown; 
St.  MoflTife,  T.  Adams  and  S.  Turner ;  Park,  L.  Hardy  and  B.  H. 
Hine ;  Shenoood,  J.  Webster  and  B.  Hawkridge.  Eight  Liberals 
and  six  Conservatives. 

November  6. — Cook's  match  feu^ry,  Derby-road,  burnt  down. 

November  9. — Mr.  W.  Felkin  appointed  Mayor  the  second 
time ;  Mr.  T.  Ball,  Sheriffi 

December  2. — ^Enthronement  of  Dr.  Hendren  as  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Nottingham. 

During  this  year  the  site  of  Hanley  Hospitals,  Stoney-street, 
being  required  for  warehouses  they  were  re-built  in  Hanley-street, 
Wollaton-street 

British  School,  Bath-street,  opened,  removed  from  Canal-street. 


1852. 

1 9U\0  J(vn>uary  29. — William  Barnes,  a  Mormon  priest,  drowned  in 

the  Trent,  at  Beeston.     He  was  about  leaving  the  country  for 
Salt  Lake,  when  a  young  woman  named  Elizabeth  Jackson,  of 
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Beeston  Ry lands,  insisted  on  baptism  by  him  previous  to  his  de-  1852 
parture.  They  proceeded  to  the  Trent  (which  was  much  flooded) 
accompanied  by  friends,  about  half-past  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when 
he  walked  into  the  water  to  find  a  suitable  place,  saying  that  he 
would  call  Jackson  when  he  was  ready  for  her.  He  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  two  paces  from  the  bank  when  he  suddenly  fell 
backwards  and  disappeared.  In  a  moment  afterwards  he  rose  to 
the  surface  and  screamed  for  help,  and  one  of  his  friends,  named 
Fox,  being  a  good  swimmer,  immediately  sprang  into  the  stream 
and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  dying  man.  A  dreadful  stru^le 
ensued ;  for  Barnes  grasped  Fox  round  the  neck,  who  being  in- 
commoded with  his  clothes  was  unable  to  support  him.  Both 
were  rapidly  sinking  when  Fox  by  a  desperate  effort  released  him- 
self and  swam  to  the  shore,  where  he  lay  for  some  time  in  a  state 
of  insensibility,  and  deceased  was  carried  away  by  the  current  and 
sank  near  the  middle  of  the  stream.  His  body  was  recovered 
about  six  weeks  afterwards. 

April  21. — Three  persons  injured  by  the  breaking  of  the  chain 
connected  with  the  hoist  at  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Paga 

April  28. — About  twelve  o'clock,  a  female  about  38  years  of 
age,  accompanied  by  her  husband  and  two  of  his  companions 
stood  in  the  Market-place,  near  the  sheep  pen&  The  female  was 
the  wife  of  Edward  Stevenson,  rag  merchant.  Millstone-lane,  and 
he  had  come  to  the  determination,  with  her  consent,  to  dispose  of 
her  by  auction.  A  new  rope,  value  sixpence,  was  round  her 
neck.  Stevenson,  with  his  wife  standing  unbashed  by  his  side, 
held  the  rope,  and  exclaimed,  "  Here  is  my  wife  for  sale :  I  shall 
put  her  up  at  two  shillings  and  sixpence."  A  man  named  John 
Burrows,  apparently  a  navvy,  proffered  a  shilling  for  the  lot^ 
and  after  some  haggling  she  was  knocked  off  at  that  price,  and 
they  all  went  to  the  Spread  Eagle  to  sign  articles  of  agreement^ 
the  lady  being  the  only  party  able  to  sign  her  name. 

April  29. — ^Two  troops  of  the  1 1th  Hussars  left  Nottingham 
Barracks,  and  were  replaced  by  twD  troops  and  head  quarters  of 
the  2nd  Dragoons  or  Queen's  Bays. 

May  2. — Immense  seizure  of  stolen  goods  at  a  house  in 
White  Cow-yard,  where  two  cart  loads  of  silks,  carpeting,  and 
other  property  was  found.  Kobert  Fox  was  afterwards  sentenced 
to  fourteen  31  ears  transportation  for  receiving  the  same. 

May  11. — Opening  of  the  Nottingham  Arboretum.  This 
beautiful  place  of  recreation  comprises  an  area  of  seventeen  acres. 
It  was  laid  out  principally  from  the  plans  and  under  the  direction 
of  Samuel  Curtis,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  of  London.  The  following  in- 
scription is  engraved  on  a  brass  plate  in  front  of  the  west  lodge : 
<*  These  grounds,  selected  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  for 
enclosing  the  Commonable  Lands  in  Nottingham,  passed  in  the 
ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  were  laid  out  by  the 
Town  Council  of  Nottingham  in  the  year  1850,  with  the  public 
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1853  funds  of  the  town  for  the  benefit  and  recreation  of  its  inhabitants, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act^  in  the  Mayoralty  of 
Richard  Birkin,  Esq.,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Town  Council  for  the  purpose." 

May  15. — Fire  at  Keeley's  dye  houses,  March-street,  causing 
damages  to  the  amount  of  about  X400. 

JwM  16. — Feargus  O'Connor,  M.P.,  removed  to  a  Lunatic 
Ayslum  from  the  House  of  Commons. 

JwM  25. — Early  this  morning,  some  musicians  were  return- 
ing in  a  pheton  from  a  concert,  when  on  Derby-road  the  horse 
became  unmanageable,  and  dashed  the  vehicle  against  a  lamp-post. 
TRey  were  all  more  or  less  injured,  and  one  man  named  Betmett 
so  seriously  that  he  died  immediately  on  being  carried  to  the 
Hospital. 

JuiM  25  k  26. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  between 
Nottingham  and  Surrey.  Our  team  comprised  W.  Clark,  G.  But- 
ler, B.  Parr,  G.  Parr,  S.  Parr,  J.  Guy,  C.  Brown,  A.  Ciark,  J. 
Grundy,  J.  Bickley,  and  M.  J.  Ellison,  Esq.  Nottingham  scored  181 
runs  in  their  first  innings,  whilst  Surrey  in  their  two  essays  only 
obtained  138,  leaving  our  townsmen  victors  by  an  innings  and  43 
runs. 

Jvly  6. — The  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  general  elec- 
tion took  place  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  when  Mr.  J.  Walter  (Con- 
servative) was  nominated  by  Mr.  Hannay  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Newham ;  Mr.  Strutt  (Liberal)  was  nominated  by  Mr.  C.  Paget 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Alderman  Birkin ;  Mr.  Sturgeon  (Chartist) 
was  nominated  by  Mr.  Hemm  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Bullock.  At 
the  close  of  the  poll  on  the  7th,  the  numbers  were,  Strutt,  1960 ; 
Walter,  1863  ;  Sturgeon,  512.  There  were  two  liberal  candidates 
in  the  field,  but  the  other  (Mr.  Gisbome)  retired  through  ill  health, 
and  his  death  took  place  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month. 

Jxdy  13. — ^Mr.  W.  Hodgson  Barrow  and  Lord  Newark  were 
elected,  at  Newark,  for  South  Nottinghamshire  without  opposition. 

July  17. — Lord  Henry  Bentinck  and  Lord  Robert  Clinton 
were  elected,  at  Mansfield,  for  North  Nottinghamshii*e.  They 
were  unopposed. 

Auguii  10. — Foimdation  stone  of  the  Midland  Listitution  for 
the  Blind  laid  by  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Manvers. 

Auguii  27. — ^The  Review  of  this  date  gives  the  following  : — 
"We  perceive  that  our  benevolent  townsman  Geo.  Gill,  Esq.,  of 
the  Park,  is  now  causing  to  be  erected  at  his  own  expense  six 
handsome  modem  dwelling-houses  in  Plantagenet-street,  St.  Ann's 
Well-road,  to  be  called  the  *  Working  Man's  Retreat,'  for  reduced 
tradesmen  or  widows  over  60  years  of  age." 

September  2,  3,  &  4. — Return  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  Nottingham  and  Surrey.  Nottingham  team 
comprised  W.  Clark,  A.  Clark,  B.  Parr,  G.  Parr,  S.  Parr,  J. 
Guy,  Bickley,  Grundy,  C.  Brown,  G.  Butler,  and  Tinley.  Surrey 
scored  1 12  and  134,Nottingham  209  and  38, with  ten  wickets  toftOL 
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Octpher  1.— 9ir  J.  G.  J.  Clinton,  Bart.,  died  at  Clifton  Hall,    1852 
aged  83  years,  and  was  buried  on  the  8th  at  Clifton  church.     He 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  the  late  Sir  Robert  Juckes  Clifton. 

November  1. — At  the  Municipal  elections  the  only  wards  con- 
tested were  Byron  and  St  Ann's.  In  the  former  the  late  members 
were  thrown  out,  and  Messrs.  AUcock  and  Pilkington  elected. 
The  return  is  as  follows  : — R.  Allcoek,  350 ;  Pilkington,  350 ; 
S.  W.  Moore,  150;  A.  Wells,  150.  St  Ann's,  W.  Knight,  388 ; 
N.  Hurst,  387  ;  E.  Patchitt,  363  ;  M.  Marx,  348.  In  the  other 
five  wards  the  returns  were  as  follows  : — Castle^  T.  Flamson  and 
J.  Brewster ;  Exchange,  T.  North  and  K.  Swann ;  St  Mcmfn, 
E.  Hart  and  J.  Wadsworth ;  Fark,  W.  Felkin  and  J.  Bradley ; 
Sherwood,  S.  Fowler  and  E.  Steegmann. 

November  9. — Mr.  T.  Cullen  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  W.  P^ge^ 
Sheriff. 

November  13. — ^The  greatest  flood  on  record  up  to  this  date, 
with  the  exception  of  the  memorable  flood  of  1795,  reached  its 
height  about  8.30  p.m.,  when  it  was  14  feet  9  inches  higher  than 
the  usual  level  of  the  Trent.  On  Saturday  morning  (the  13th), 
the  traffic  on  the  railway  between  Nottingham  and  Derby,  Leicester, 
and  Codnor  Park  was  suspended,  the  water  being  in  many  places 
two  feet  deep  on  the  rails.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  a  farmer  of  Wilford,  named  Clements,  dia- 
oovering  that  the  water  was  swelling  in  an  alarming  manner, 
communicated  with  Mr.  Abbott,  the  parish  constable.  In  a  short 
time  the  inhabitants  were  aroused  from  their  slumbers,  and  under 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Pyatt  and  other  intelligent  residents, 
at  once  set  about  making  preparations  for  the  security  of  the  vil- 
laga  Every  person  who  could  wield  a  spade  was  set  to  work, 
and  as  many  horses  and  carts  as  they  could  manaxre  were  put  in 
requisition  to  convey  material  for  8trengtheidn|,  raising,  and 
repairing  the  bank.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  removed  their 
stock  and  furniture,  fearing  a  recurrence  of  the  terrible  calamity 
of  1795,  but  happily  their  fears  were  not  realised,  though  the  flood 
lasted  many  daya 

November  27. — Died,  at  6,  Great  Cumberland-place,  London, 
aged  36  years,  Augusta  Ada,  wife  of  William,  Earl  of  Lovelace, 
and  only  daughter  of  Greorge  Grordon  Noel,  Lord  Byron.  She  left 
two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

December  12. — Death  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Gilbert,  pastor  for 
26  years  of  the  Independent  church  meeting  in  Friar-lane. 

December  27. — A  terrible  gale,  which  did  much  damage  in 
Nottingham  and  neighbourhood,  occurred  early  this  morning, 
when  a  large  portion  of  the  zinc  covering  of  the  corridor  adjoin- 
ing the  Refreshment  Rooms,  at  the  Arboretum,  was  blown  com- 
pletely over  the  wall  at  the  back.  One  piece  weighing  upwards 
of  two  tons  was  carried  a  distance  of  about  thirty  yards,  and  one 
of  the  iron  columns  was  embedded  about  three  feet  in  the  ground. 
Many  trees  were  injured,  and  much  glass  was  broken. 
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1853. 

1853  Jamfuary  1. — Ke-election  (unopposed)  of  the  Right  Hon.  E. 

Stmtt  as  representative  of  the  Borough  of  Nottingham  upon  his 
taking  office  as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

February  21. — Plumptre  House  and  grounds  sold  by  auction 
by  Mr.  C.  N.  Wright,  when  after  much  spirited  bidding  it  was 
Imocked  down  to  Mr.  Alderman  Birkin  for  ^8,410. 

May  6. — In  the  construction  of  a  sewer  on  Smithy-row,  at 
about  the  depth  of  two  feet,  the  excavators  found  a  thick  layer  of 
concrete,  composed  of  particles  of  iron  in  firm  cohesion  with  sand 
and  gravel,  the  whole  forming  a  solid  mass  of  great  hardness  and 
weight.  It  is  conjectured  that  this  deposit  was  the  result  of  the 
sweepings  from  the  "  row^  of  "  smithies,"  which  formerly  extended 
from  High-street  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Exchange. 

May  16,  17,  A  18. — Cricket  match  at  Lords,  between  eleven 
of  Nottinghamshire  and  eleven  of  All  England.  The  Nottingham 
team,  which  was  composed  of  Clark,  B.  Parr,  G.  Parr,  S.  Parr,  J. 
Guy,  R  C.  Tinley,  C.  Brown,  Grundy,  F.  Tinley,  Nixon,  and 
Bickley,  scored  63  and  129.  All  England  were  represented  by 
W.  Nicholson,  Dean,  Julius  Caesar,  Hunt,  Box,  Anderson,  Cafiyn, 
Wisden,  Chatterton,  Martingell,  and  Sherman,  who  scored  117 
and  48,  thus  leaving  Notts,  the  winners  by  27  runs. 

May  22. — Cook's  match  manufactory  burnt  down. 

May  25. — National  Exhibition  of  Tulips  at  the  Com  Ex- 
change, on  this  and  the  two  following  days,  when  1,200  blooms 
were  exhibited. 

Jv/ne  13. — General  holiday  on  account  of  the  first  anniver- 
sary of  the  Nottingham  Arboretum,  on  which  occasion  Mr. 
Chambers  made  an  ascent  in  his  balloon,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Kearsley,  of  the  Midland  Railway.  The  band  of  the  8th  Hus- 
sars, under  the  leadership  of  Herr  Koenig,  was  engaged.  The 
money  taken  at  the  gates  amounted  to  £626. 

Jvly  4. — Head-quarters  and  two  troops  of  the  8th  Hussars 
left  Nottingham  Barracks  for  the  camp  at  Chobham,  previous  to 
which  a  soldier  named  Henry  Ryder  received  25  lashes  in  the 
Riding  School  as  part  of  his  sentence  of  50  lashes  and  two  years 
imprisonment  for  insubordination  to  his  superior  officer,  Colonel 
Shewel.  He  was  taken  to  the  Hospital  previous  to  undergoing 
the  other  portion  of  his  sentence. 

J^dy  19. — Opening  of  the  New  Bluecoat  School,  on  Mansfield- 
road.  It  is  built  in  the  Elizabethan  style,  and  presents  frontages 
to  Mansfield-road  and  Bluecoat-street.  The  school  accommodation 
consists  of  a  boys'  room  on  the  ground  story,  42  feet  6  inches  by 
19  feet  6  inchf^s,  and  a  girls'  room  on  the  second  story  21  feet  by 
19  feet  6  inches,  and  also  a  comnuttee-room.  On  a  tablet  in  front 
is  the  following  inscription  : — 
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Blubooat  Ohabitt  School,  \ARf{ 

Founded  A.D.  1706,  ^^^^ 

By  Yoluntaiy  oontributions,  and  further  endowed  with  landg  and  tenements  by 

Charles  Hanrey,  A.D.  1711, 
William  Thorpe,  A.D.  1720, 
Gilbert  Bere8ford,A.D.  1747, 
Joseph  Peake,  A.1).  1753, 
Was  removed,  A.D.  1853,  from  the  School-house  in  the  High-paTement,  to 

this  buildinff. 
Breoted  A.D.  1853.  T.  C.  Hine,  Architect. 

The  children  mustered  at  the  old  building  with  boughs  and 
garlands  of  every  description,  beautifully  ornamented  with  beads, 
necklaces,  natural  and  artificial  flowers,  &c  They  started  in 
procession  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  headed  by  a  band  proceeded  along 
Low-pavement,  Wheeler-gate,  the  Market-place,  and  Clumber- 
street  to  the  new  building.  The  opening  service  was  conducted 
by  the  Kev.  J.  W.  Brooks,  vicar  of  St.  Mary's  church. 

August  1. — Election  of  a  Councillor  for  Byron  Ward.  At 
the  close  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were  Mr.  Moore  (L)  222,  Mr. 
Comyn(C)115. 

AugiL8i  3. — Opening  of  the  Com  Exchange  as  a  General 
Exchange  by  a  public  dinner  in  the  large  hall,  on  which  occasion 
covers  were  laid  for  200. 

August  29  &  30. — Cricket  match  at  Brighton,  between  Not- 
tingham and  Sussex.  Our  team  comprised  W.  Clark,  R  Parr,  G. 
Parr,  S.  Parr,  Grundy,  R  C.  Tinley,  Guy,  A.  Clark,  F.  Tinley, 
Bickley,  and  C.  Brown.  Sussex  scored  68  and  60,  Nottingham 
136,  thus  winning  by  an  innings  and  8  run& 

August  30. — Head-quarters  of  the  Scots  Greys  arrived  in 
Nottingham. 

/September  5,  6,  &  7. — The  return  cricket  match,  between 
Nottingham  and  Sussex,  was  played  on  the  Trent-bridge  ground. 
Our  townsmen  scored  100  and  69,  Sussex  98  and  72  with  three 
wickets  to  fall. 

September  7. — A  cow  walked  up  a  flight  of  stairs  into  the 
warehouse  of  S.  Wills  &  Co.,  Wheeler-gate.  Ropes  had  to  be 
used  to  lower  it  again  to  the  street 

September  8  &  9. — ^A  cricket  match  was  played  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  Surrey  and  Nottingham.  Surrey  scored  68  and 
69,  Nottingham  161,  thus  winning  by  an  innings  and  24  runs. 

September  21. — Consecration  of  Dr.  Roskell  as  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Nottingham  by  Cardinal  Wiseman,  at  St.  Bamabas's 
cathedral 

October  12. — Re-opening  of  George-street  chapel  after  material 
alterations. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St  AnrCs  Ward^ 
D.  New  (L)  and  N.  Dickinson  (L);  ifyrcwi,  J.  Hill  (L)  and  T. 
Oliver,  senr.,  (L);  Castle,  J.  Bowley  (C)  and  T.  H.  Smith  (C); 
JExchange,  C.  Beck  (L)  and  W.  Taylor  (L);  St.  Mary's,  W.  Han- 
nay  ^C)  and  E.  Patchitt  (C);  Park,  W.  Chapman  (L)  and  J.  L. 
Thackeray  (L) ;  Sherwood,  W.  Page  (L)  and  G.  Batters  (L). 
None  of  the  wards  were  contested. 
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1853  Navmnber  9. — Mr.  J.  Beckleas  appomted  Mayor;   Mr.  A.  J. 

Mundella,  Sheriff;  and  the  foUowing  retiring  Aldermen  re-elected : 
Messrs.  Heard,  Hart,  Burton,  Herbert,  Biddle,  Judd,  and  Birkin. 
November,  —  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind  opened. 
It  is  situate  at  the  junction  of  Clarendon  and  Chaucer-streets. 
The  style  is  Elizabethan,  and  the  principal  front  in  Clarendon- 
street  is  96  feet  in  length,  and  it  is  104  feet  deep.  The  site  was 
given  by  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Fox.  There  is  accommodation  for 
22  male  and  22  female  pupils. 


1854 

1854  Jamuury  3. — K  J.  Lowe,  Esq.,  of  Highfield  House,  gives  the 

following  statistics : — ^The  cold  of  January  2nd  and  3rd  as  com- 
pared with  other  cold  days  observed  here  since  1809. 

1854.     January    3         ...         4  degrees  below  zero. 
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On  the  14th  March,  1845,  the  temperature  on  grass  fell  1 
degree  below  zero.  On  the  3rd  of  January,  1854,  a  thermometer 
simularly  situated  fell  6  degrees  below  zera  Mr.  Lowe  stated 
in  the  April  following  that  in  their  own  grounds  they  had  cut 
down  above  a  hundred  cart  loads  of  dead  trees  during  the  previous 
month. 

January  13. — A  thaw  being  succeeded  by  a  severe  frost,  the 
great  Market-place  presented  the  appearance  of  an  immense  sheet 
of  ice,  upon  which  upwards  of  a  thousand  persons  were  skating  and 
slidiog. 

January  19. — The  frost  went  away  rapidly,  causing  the 
Meadows  and  land  adjacent  to  the  Trent  to  be  deeply  inimdated. 

January  26. — Nottingham  was  visited  by  an  imusual  phe- 
nomenon at  this  time  of  the  year — a  thunder  storm.  Several 
vivid  flashes  of  lightning  and  heavy  peals  of  thunder  were  both 
preceded  and  followed  by  sharp  showers  of  hail  and  rain.  Be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  a.m.,  the  darkness  was  such  that  in  many 
warehouses  and  oflices  the  gas  had  to  be  lit.  There  had  been 
nothing  equal  to  it  in  the  winter  months  since  December  14th, 
1825.  The  last  flash  of  lightning  was  deep  blue.  During  the 
storm  a  girl  wrn  killed  by  a  piece  of  deal  blown  from  the  top  of 
St  George's  Hall,  tlien  building. 

February  1. — (/onuiiwiceniont  of  the  laying  out  of  Notting- 
ham Park  for  building  pui*poMeH. 
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Febmlfry  3. — Mr.  C.  James  elected  Councillor  for  Byron  1854 
Ward  in  the  place  of  Mr.  T.  Oliver,  deceased. 

February  15. — ^An  infuriated  bullock,  after  racing  along 
Parliament-street,  Bunkers-hill,  Haughton-street,  Thurland-«treet> 
Felham-street,  and  Clumber-street,  was  attracted  by  a  red  shawl 
hangmg  at  Mr.  Scott's  shop  door.  It  dashed  its  head  through 
the  glass  and  tossed  the  shawl  about  the  street  It  next  attacked  a 
butcher  named  Chas.  Simpkins,  but  he  evaded  the  charge  by  falling 
down,  and  it  then  bounded  along  High-street  knocking  down  a 
man  named  Dido,  well-known  in  Uie  horse  market  After  visiting 
the  shop  of  Mr.  Crocker,  hair-dresser,  it  again  encountered  Dido, 
and  once  more  knocked  him  down.  It  next  struck  at  two  men  in 
the  Poultry,  and  afterwards  attacked  Mr.  Withers  (Station-master 
at  QrantJiam),  whom  it  knocked  down  against  the  Poultry  hoteL 
Mr.  Withers  attempted  to  reach  the  hotel  yard,  when  the  bullock 
again  caught  him,  pinning  him  to  the  ground  under  the  window. 
He  was  not,  however,  so  badly  hurt  as  was  expected.  The  per- 
severing Dido,  declaring  he  would  be  equal  to  the  beast  yet^ 
seized  it  by  the  tail,  and  cut  the  tendons  of  its  hind  legs  with  his 
pocket  knife.  It  was  afterwards  killed  by  a  butcher  named 
Wm.  Breedon.  Several  other  persons  were  ii\jnred  besides  those 
mentioned. 

Mareh  20. — ^Foundation-stone  of  the  Wesleyan  Free  church, 
Shakespere-street,  laid  by  the  Kev.  Hunter.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  from  a  parchment  scroll  placed  in  a  cavity  of  the  stone: — 
"  This  edifice  will  be  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the  adorable 
Trinity,  and  the  dissemination  of  religious  truth  by  the  church  at 
present  known  by  the  name  of  Wesleyan  Reformers,  who  are 
anxious  to  secure  a  more  peaceful  and  permanent  home,  where 
they  and  their  ^^miliee  may  sit  imder  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
none  daring  to  make  them  afraid.  Chapels,  5;  preachers,  22; 
other  places  of  worship  including  the  Mechanics'  Hall,  8 ;  church 
members,  570 ;  Sabbath  schools,  12 ;  scholars  in  ditto,  1,096." 

March  27. — Died,  at  Welbeck,  his  family  seat,  William  Henry 
Cavendish  Bentinck,  fourth  Duke  of  Portland.  He  was  bom  in 
London,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1786,  and  he  succeeded  to  the  duke- 
dom on  the  death  of  his  &^ther,  October  30th,  1809. 

March  28. — Declaration  of  war  against  Russia  by  England 
and  France. 

AprU  26. — General  fast  day  to  pray  for  the  success  of  the 
British  arms  in  the  war  against  Russia.  The  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion went  in  procession  to  St  Mary's  church,  and  special  services 
were  held  in  most  of  the  churches  and  chapels.  Collections  were 
made  for  the  wives  and  children  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  serving 
in  the  east. 

May  16. — St  George's  Hall  opened  by  a  concert,  in  which 
Mr.  and  Madam  Weiss,  Mr.  Lockey,  Miss  Arabella  Goddard,  and 
other  eminent  artists  took  part.     The  proceeds  were  devoted  to 
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1854  the  fund  in  aid  of  the  families  of  soldiers  serving  in  the  Russian 
war. 

May  28. — Several  violent  thunder  storms  passed  over  Not- 
tingham and  neighbourhood.  Various  places  were  struck  by  the 
electric  fluid,  but  no  serious  damage  was  done. 

June  5  k  6. — Cricket  match  at  Lord's,  between  eleven  of 
Nottingham  and  eleven  of  All  England.  The  local  team  were 
W.  Clark,  A.  Clark,  R  C.  Tinley,  F.  Tinley,  a  Parr,  G.  Parr, 
Davis,  Brampton,  Grundy,  Bickley,  and  C.  Brown.  All  England 
aoored  159  and  117,  Nottingham  115  and  102,  thus  losing  by 
59  run& 

June  12. — Kossuth  spoke  in  Nottingham  on  the  affairs  of 
Hungary,  Poland,  and  Turkey. 

Jwne  19. — Second  anniversary  of  the  Arboretum  observed 
as  a  general  holiday.  The  band  of  the  Scots  Greys  was  engaged, 
and  the  veteran  Green  should  have  ascended  in  his  balloon ;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  boisterousness  of  the  wind  the  balloon 
rolled  very  much  in  the  process  of  filling,  and  shortly  before  the 
time  fixed  for  his  ascent  it  caught  one  of  the  rails  of  the  enclosure, 
which  tore  a  large  rent  in  the  upper  surface  through  which  the 
gas  rushed  with  a  loud  noise,  causing  it  to  collapse  immediately. 
The  receipts  were  about  £606. 

July  3. — The  Scots  Greys,  numbering  about  120  men,  marched 
into  the  great  Market-place  to  meet  the  Mayor  and  Corporation, 
previous  to  leaving  'Nottingham  for  the  seat  of  war.  The  troops 
formed  a  square,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  Corporation  were  met 
by  Colonel  Griffiths  and  officers  of  the  regimen^*  when  the  Mayor 
(J.  Reckless,  Esq.,)  said,  ^*  Colonel  Griffiths,  it  is  always  a  pleasure 
to  drink  the  Queen's  health,  aiMi  in  doing  so  to-day  I  may  express 
a  hope  that  her  Majesty's  ministers  will  be  firm  in  their  decision, 
and  that  the  war  may  soon  come  to  a  happy  and  honourable 
conclusion.''  The  toast  was  drank  with  three-times-three,  the 
ancient  gold  drinking  cup  presented  by  Henry,  Duke  of  New- 
castle, to  the  Guild  of  Nottingham  in  1681,  being  used  on  the 
occasion.  While  the  cup  was  being  passed  round  and  the  soldiers 
served  with  Nottingham  ale,  the  band  played  "  The  Girl  I  left 
behind  me,"  "Scots  wha  hae,"  <fea  The  Mayor  proposed  the 
health  of  the  regiment  in  a  well-timed  speech,  complimenting  the 
men  for  their  good  conduct  and  military  bearing,  concluding  as 
follows : — "When  I  was  a  little  boy,  some  13  or  14  years  of  age, 
I  saw  this  same  regiment  march  out  of  Nottingham  to  Waterloo. 
It  was  to  mo  the  grandest  sighfc  I  ever  saw.  I  have  witnessed 
many  exciting  scenes  in  my  time,  but  never  one  that  made  so  deep 
an  impression  on  my  mind  as  that  You  marched  to  Waterloo, 
and  you  obtained  glory  :  I  trust  the  like  glory  awaits  you  in  the 
east  You  have  witli  you  the  goo<l  wishes  of  the  town  of  Not- 
tingham, and  everyone  will  watch  your  proceedings  with  the 
greatest  interest  Good  luck  to  you,  and  God  bless  you  and  all 
your  exertions  in  the  cause  of  your  country."     This  toast  was 
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drank  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other.  The  Colonel  responded,  1854 
and  after  other  toasts  and  speeches  the  soldiers  fell  into  marching 
order,  waving  their  swords  in  acknowledgment  of  the  waving  of  the 
ladies'  handkerchiefs  from  nearly  every  window  and  the  cheering 
of  the  vast  multitude,  the  Market-place  being  literally  crowded, 
and  proceeded  on  the  road  to  Derby. 

JtUy  3,  4,  k  5. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent- bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Not-' 
tingham  scored  46  and  141,  Surrey  121  and  163,  thus  winning 
by  97  runs. 

Jtdy  21. — Mrs.  Hadden,  the  wife  of  John  Hadden,  Esq., 
was  boiling  preserves  at  a  stove  in  the  kitchen  of  their  house  at 
Braipcote,  when  her  dress,  a  muslin  one,  caught  fire,  and  before 
assistance  could  be  rendered,  she  was  so  badly  burned  that  she 
expired  on  the  following  morning. 

August  21  <fe  22. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  All  Eng- 
land. Nottingham  scored  110  and  91,  All  England  208,  thus 
winning  by  an  innings  and  7  runs. 

August  24,  25,  &  26. — Cricket  match  at  Grodalming,  between 
eleven  of  Nottingham  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  The  home  team 
scoi-ed  113  and  107,  Nottingham  100  and  55,  thus  losing  by  65 
runs. 

September  5  k  6. — Bread  riots,  during  which  some  thousands 
of  bakers'  windows  were  broken  in  Nottingham,  Sneinton,  and 
Badford.  Mr.  Bonser,  baker,  of  the  latter  place,  fired  on  the  mob 
from  a  chamber  window,  wounding  four  or  ^ye  persons.  He  was 
committed  to  the  next  March  Assizes,  when  he  was  acquitted. 

September  24. — Wesleyan  Beform  chapel,  Shakespere-street, 
opened  by  the  Bev.  James  Bromley,  of  Bath.  The  chapel 
measures  within  the  walls  81^  feet  by  41  feet,  and  will  seat  on 
the  ground  floor  from  700  to  800  persons.  The  cost  was  about 
£2,500.  Mr.  Simpson  was  the  architect  The  following  brief 
account  of  some  of  the  incidents  of  the  Wesleyan  Beform 
movement  may  prove  interesting.  In  the  years  1846  and 
1847  certain  anonymous  "fly  sheets"  were  issued  at  intervals 
and  circulated  amongst  the  Wesleyan  community,  reflecting 
with  much  ability  and  with  a  mixture  of  biting  sarcasm, 
upon  the  administration  of  Methodist  aflairs.  The  conference 
instituted  an  inquisition  to  discover  the  author  or  authors; 
and  at  the  conference  at  Manchester  in  1849,  subjected  some 
of  the  suspected  parties  to  the  question  direct  respecting  the 
authorship  of  the  said  fly  sheets,  under  a  law  enacted  in  1835. 
This  question  several  of  the  preachers  declined  to  answer,  alleging 
as  a  reason  that  they  would  not  saction  such  an  inquisitorial  pro- 
ceeding. Three  of  these  non-answerers,  Messra  Everitt,  Dunn, 
and  GriflBths,  were  pronoimced  "  contuma<jious"  and  formally 
excommunicated.  The  Bev.  S.  Dunn  was  stationed  at  Notting- 
ham ;  and  being  a  preacher  of  ability  and  untiring  zeal,  he  had 
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1854  great  influence  with  the  Wesleyan  people.  These  proceedings 
caused  a  great  sensation  throughout  the  Weslejan  community. 
Public  meetings  were  held,  and  the  necessity  for  reform  in  the 
principles  and  administration  of  the  conference  became  everywhere 
felt  and  acknowledged.  In  March,  1850,  more  than  300  persons, 
chosen  in  various  ways  by  the  Methodist  people,  met  in  London, 
.and  sought  an  interview  with  the  then  president^  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Jackson,  which  was  refused.  A  memorial  was  then  prepared  for 
presentation  to  the  ensuing  conference,  which  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  received  56,000  signatures.  The  conference  met  in 
London  in  1850,  and  although  distrust  everywhere  prevailed, 
52,000  having  ceased  to  be  members,  the  same  spirit  prevailed, 
and  another  victim  was  added  to  the  three  previously  expelltd,  in 
the  person  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Bromley.  We  have  not  space  to 
give  full  details  of  the  movement ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  from 
August,  1849,  to  September,  1854,  120,000  members  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  community  were  separated  from  it,  either  by  expulsion  or 
by  voluntary  secession.  The  secession  of  the  new  party  from 
Halifax-place  and  Wesley  chapels  in  1849  necessitated  their  seeking 
for  a  place  of  worship,  and  for  some  time  the  reformers  mot  in  the 
Com  Exchange ;  subsequently  the  Mechanics'  Hall  was  obtained, 
and  the  number  and  resources  of  the  local  society  increasing,  it 
was  determined  to  build  the  chapel,  the  opening  services  of  which 
we  have  chronicled. 

October  26. — ^Foundation-stone  of  the  chapel  and  day  ward  at 
the  (General  Hospital  laid  by  Earl  Manvers.  The  building  was 
raised  one  story.     G^rge  Gill,  Esq.,  gave  £1,000  towards  it 

yavemher  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  For  St  Ann* 8  Ward, 
Mallet  (L)  and  Sylvester  (L);  Byron,  James  Edwards  (L)  245,  J. 
Sweet  (L)  244,  and  WilUam  James  (C)  171 ;  Castle,  W.  Parsons 
(C)  and  Brown  (C);  JExchan^,  Greaves  (C)  250,  Starkey  (C)  251, 
West  (L)  210,  and  Wright  (L)  207 ;  St.  Mar^s,  T.  Adams  (C) 
and  S.  Turner  (C);  Pmk,  L.  Hardy  (L)  and  W.  Wright  (L) ; 
Sherwood,  Ball  (L)  280,  Gadd  (L)  280,  W.  Williams  (C)  90,  J. 
Webster  (C)  83,  B.  Hawkridge  (C)  74. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  L.  Thackeray  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
W.  V.  Copeland,  Sheriff. 

December  7. — ^Vote  of  the  Town  Council,  thanking  him  for 
his  various  munificent  donations  to  public  objects  in  the  town, 
presented  to  G.  Gill,  Esq. 


1855. 

1855  JoflMi^vry, — A  new  statue  of  Justice,  made  of  Ancaster  stone 

by  a  local  sculptor  named  Stonehouse,  erected  on  the  Exchange  in 
place  of  the  old  one,  which  was  much  dilapidated.  Its  height  is 
8  feet  from  the  base,  and  it  weighs  35  cwt. 
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Fehma/ry  24. — A  very  severe  frost,  which  had  lasted  for   1855 
several  weeks,  broke  up      It  was  the  most  intense  frost  since 
1837.     The  Review  says  that  the  ice  on  the  canal  was  about  9 
inches  thick,  in  1820  it  was  16  inches,  and  in  1814,  19^  inches. 

March  6. — In  consequence  of  the  great  depression  in  trade 
pauperism  had  much  increased.  It  was  announced  at  the  Board 
of  Guardians  that  during  the  past  week  there  were  in  the  house 
860,  and  that  out-door  relief  had  been  paid  to  3,091  persons  at  a 
cost  of  £205  5s.  3d.;  and  at  the  board  meeting  on  March  13th, 
the  following  statistics  were  given : — "  For  the  52  weeks  ending 
March,  1854,  the  average  weekly  out-door  relief  had  been  1717,  at 
a  cost  of  £116  13s.  0^;  and  for  the  52  weeks  ending  March,  1855, 
the  average  number  hsA  been  2,029,  at  a  cost  of  £140  6&  6^  In 
the  former  period  the  average  number  weekly  in  the  house  was 
373,  while  in  the  latter  year  it  had  been  543. 

April  8. — Wesleyan  Free  church.  Park-row,  opened,  when  the 
Rev.  H.  Breedon,  Wesleyan  Association  minister,  preached  two 
sermons.  It  will  seat  about  800  persons.  This  diapel  has  since 
had  the  interior  el^;antly  fitted  up,  and  is  now  used  by  the  Church 
of  England,  under  the  name  of  St  Thomas's  church. 

April  19. — Fire  in  some  workshops  belonging  to  Mr.  Leakoi 
cabinet-maker,  at  the  back  of  Maypole-yard. 

Ifai/  1. — An  urn  containing  a  quantity  of  brass  and  copper 
Koman  coins,  principally  of  the  reigns  of  Hadrian,  Titus,  and 
Domitian,  were  found  by  some  workmen  near  the  Windmill 
tavern,  Radford,  about  two  feet  below  the  surface. 

Mai/  11. — The  tunnel  leading  into  the  Park  from  Derby-road 
completed. 

June  1. — The  following  is  copied  from  the  Review  of  this 
date : — '<  The  month  that  has  just  taken  its  departure  commenced 
with  hail-storms,  snow-storms,  and  gales  of  wind  from  the  north- 
east (roaring  through  the  leafless  trees),  which  lasted  without  rain 
(though  much  wanted)  until  the  25th,  when  suddenly  we  were 
plunged  into  a  July  temperature,  which  continued  untU  tJie  28th, 
when  the  wind  again  moved  to  the  north  and  the  gale  became 
more  severe  than  before.  This  has  been  the  worst  May  ever 
recorded,  and  as  a  consequence  vegetation  was  never  known  so 
backward  on  the  first  of  June  as  it  is  to-day.'' 

June  25. — The  third  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the 
Arboretum  was  observed  as  a  general  holiday,  7f\ieti  amongst  the 
attractions  the  veteran  Green  made  his  270th  ascent  in  his  balloon, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  £dward  Cullen.  In  rising  the  car  caught  the 
front  coping  of  the  house  of  Mr.  L.  Baillon,  but  without  injury 
to  the  car  or  its  occupants.  They  attempted  to  descend  at  Pick- 
worth,  nine  miles  beyond  Grantham,  but  the  current  had  become 
so  strong  that  the  rope  connecting  the  anchor  snapped,  and  they 
were  blown  about,  and  dashed  through  trees  and  hedges  until  the 
balloon  was  completely  destroyed ;  though  fortunately  the  aeronauts 
escaped  with  sundry  scratches  and  bruises.     The  worth  of  the 

3s 
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1856  balloon  was  about  £500,  the  silk  alone  having  cost  £300.  There 
were  about  8,500  visitors  by  excursion  trains,  and  the  receipts 
were  £503. 

JvXy  2. — Mr.  Green  passed  over  Nottingham  in  the  **Na8sau'' 
balloon. 

JvXy  10. — Formal  opening  of  the  extensive  warehouse  of 
Messrs.  Adams  <&  Co.  llie  frontage  to  Stoney-street  is  144  feet, 
and  the  depth  of  the  building  to  Mary-gate  is  160  feet.  Since  the 
above  date  the  warehouse  has  been  very  considerably  enlarged. 

Jvly  10. — Tremendous  thunder  storm,  during  which  much 
damage  was  done  and  many  of  the  streets  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  town  rendered  for  the  time  impassable  through  the  immense 
deluge  of  water. 

August  16,  17,  &  18. — Grand  cricket  match  on  the  Trent- 
bridge  ground,  between  eleven  of  Nottingham  and  five  of  Kent 
and  six  of  All  England.  The  Nottingham  players  were  A.  Clark, 
Grundy,  S.  Parr,  G.  PaiT,  C.  R.  Tinley,  Jackson,  Bickley,  Need, 
W.  Clark,  and  K  L.  Bateman,  Esq.  Our  team  scored  138  and 
162,  their  opponents  190  and  111,  with  the  loss  of  three  wickets. 

August  20  &  21. — Nottinghamshire  Militia  or  Sherwood 
Foresters  passed  through  Nottingham  by  rail  en  route  to  the  camp 
at  Aldershot. 

August  25. — A  man  sold  his  wife  in  St  Peter's-square  for  Is. 
and  a  pint  of  ale. 

August  28. — ^The  7th  Hussars  left  Nottingham,  and  were  not 
replaced,  the  lease  of  the  Barracks  expiring  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1855. 

August  30. — Death  of  Feargus  O'Connor,  Esq.,  at  his  sister's 
house,  Albert-terrace,  Notting-hill,  aged  59  years.  He  represented 
the  borough  of  Nottingham  in  Parliament  from  1847  to  1852. 
A  monument  to  his  memory,  consisting  of  a  pedestal  surmounted 
by  a  statue  in  stone,  was  erected  in  the  Arboretum  by  a  few  of 
his  admirers,  and  unveiled  August  22nd,  1859. 

August  31. — Died  at  his  house  at  Sneinton,  aged  80  years, 
Richard  Morley,  Esq.,  J. P.  of  the  Borough,  and  one  of  the  firm 
of  I.  <fc  R.  Morley,  of  Gresham-street,  London,  and  Fletcher-gate, 
Nottingham.  For  many  years  he  had  been  one  of  the  deacons  of 
the  Independent  church  meeting  in  Castle-gate,  and  was  also  for  a 
number  of  years  chairman  of  Radford  Board  of  Guardians.  He 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Nottingham  in  1836,  and  again  in  1841. 

September  3,  4,  <fe  5. — Cricket  match  on  the  Nottingham 
Forest,  between  eleven  of  All  England  and  eighteen  of  Notting- 
ham, for  the  benefit  of  Charles  Brown.  The  eighteen  scored  89 
and  81,  and  the  eleven  scored  128  and  43,  with  the  loss  of  six 
wickets. 

October  3. — Great  gala  at  the  Arboretum,  when  amongst 
other  entertainments  there  was  a  grand  representation  of  the  siege 
and  fall  of  Sebastopol.  It  was  estimated  that  there  were  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  people  present. 
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October  8. — Bi-centenary  celebration  of   Castle-gate  meeting-   1855 
house,  when  the  foundation-stone  of  Albion  chapel,  Sneinton,  was 
laid  by  Mr.  Alderman  Herbert. 

October  24. — ^A  general  meeting  of  the  directors  was  held  at 
the  General  Lunatic  Asylum,  when  it  was  agreed  to  dissolve  the 
union  between  the  town  and  county,  the  asylum  on  Carlton-road 
having  been  for  the  use  of  both ;  and  that  a  committee,  composed 
of  Earl  Man  vers,  Viscount  Gal  way,  W.  H.  Barrow,  Esq.,  R. 
Birkin,  Esq.,  kc,  be  formed'  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
a  site  and  obtaining  plans  for  a  new  asylum  for  the  town  of 
Nottingham. 

November  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  The  only  opposition 
was  in  St  Mary* a  Ward,  where,  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  num- 
bers were,  E.  Hart  281,  J.  Wadsworth  258,  J.  Tilson  160;  SLAnn\ 
W.  Knight  and  N.  Hurst;  Byron,  Pilkington  and  L.  S.  West; 
Caatle,  T.  Flamson  and  J.  Brewster ;  Excha/nge,  T.  North  and  EL 
Swann ;  Park,  W.  Felkin  and  J.  Bradley ;  Sherux>od,  S.  Fowler 
and  K  Steegmann. 

NovewJber  9. — Mr.  Bichard  Birkin  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
F.  K  Shipley,  Sheriff;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Tickers  elected  Aldermaa 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Heard,  who  had  ceased  to  be  a  ratepayer  of 
the  borougL 

November  15. — One  of  the  most  dense  fogs  ever  experienced 
in  Nottingham  created  no  small  cessation  to  shop  business,  and 
in  many  cases  led  to  ludicrous  mistakes. 

November  30. — Mr.  G^eorge  Gill,  founder  <Df  the  People's 
Hall  and  the  Working  Men's  Betreat,  Lamartine-street,  died  at 
his  residence,  Nottingham  Park,  aged  77  years.  He  was  bom  at 
Wilford,  near  Nottingham,  on  January  9Ui,  1779,  of  which  parish 
his  father,  the  Bev.  Wm.  Gill,  was  curata  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  General  Cemetery,  December  5th. 

December  28. — The  Sherwood  Foresters,  or  Nottinghamshire 
Militia,  numbering  nearly  800  men,  landed  at  Dublin  from  Liver- 
pool, on  their  way  to  Athlone.  They  remained  at  Athlone  until 
May  24th,  1856,  when  they  returned  to  Newark  after  nine  months 
absence,  and  were  disembodied  on  the  3rd  of  July  following. 

December  31. — Mr.  John  Fawcet  Saville,  lessee  of  the  Not- 
tingham Theatre,  died.  He  was  interred  in  the  General 
Cemetery,  January  3rd,  1856. 


1856.      • 

Jantmry  15. — St.  Matthew's  church  consecrated  by  the  Lord  1856 
Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

February  11. — In  consequence  of  opposition  between  the 
Midland  and  Great  Northern  Railway  Companies  they  both  com- 
menced running  fast  trains  (3^  hours)  from  Nottingham  to  London 
for  three  shillings.     This  continued  until  the  end  of  the  month, 
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18S6  when  the  difference  between  the  companies  haxing  been  settled 
they  letumed  to  the  ordinary  fares. 

February  19. — ^A  notice  appeared  in  the  London  Gazette' to 
difloontinne  bnrials  forthwith  in  St  Maiy's,  St  Peter's,  and  St 
Nichoks's  churches,  and  in  Oastle-gate  and  Friar-lane  diapels; 
and  on  and  after  July  Ist,  1856,  in  the  dmrch-yards  of  St  Mary's, 
8t  Peter's,  and  St  Nicholas's,  and  in  the  borial  grounds  of 
8t  Mary's  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  also  in  the  burial  grounds  in  Broad- 
manh,  Bosemary-lane,  Stoney-street,  Broad-street,  ParUanient- 
street,  €(eorge-street,  Mount-street,  St  James's-street,  and  Oastle- 
gate,  except  in  family  vaults  and  walled  graves  which  can  be 
opened  without  disturbance  of  soil,  and  in  which  each  cofiSn  shall 
be  embedded  in  powdered  charcoal  and  separately  entombed  in  an 
airtight  manner. 

March  28. — Jenny  lind  Groldsdimidt  at  the  Mechanics'  HaU. 
She  left  £30  for  the  Organ  Subscription  Fund. 

April  20. — St  Mark's  church  opened.  The  cost  of  the  erec- 
tion was  £5,000.     The  living  is  about  £160. 

May  13. — ^The  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Russia 
was  celebrated  by  a  procession  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation^ 
Penmoners,  Yeomanry,  Odd  Fellows'  lodges,  Sunday  school  chil- 
dren, &C.  The  various  bodies  assembled  in  the  Market-place,  and 
after  singing  the  National  Anthem,  passed  along  Pelham-street, 
Carlton-street,  Stoney-street,  Pavements,  Castle-gate,  the  Hollows, 
Bopewalk-street,  and  Derby-road  into  the  Market-place;  where 
the  Pensioners  fited  a/bu  de  joie.  The  first  portion  of  the  pro- 
cession left  the  Market-place  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  ten,  and 
it  was  twenty-five  minutes  past  twelve  before  the  last  portion  left 
it  It  was  <»Jculated  that  at  one  time  there  were  at  least  100,000 
persons  congregated  there.  In  the  evening  many  buildings  were 
illuminated,  and  the  festivities  were  to  have  closed  with  a  grand 
display  of  fireworks  in  the  Market-place ;  but  the  weather  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  day  being  unfavourable  that  portion  was 
postponed  until  the  18th,  when  they  were  displayed  with  great 
success  in  the  presence  of  about  50,000  persons,  concluding  with  a 
temple  of  Peace  and  Concord,  composed  of  2,000  jets  of  fire,  of 
red,  green,  and  purple  leaves,  with  the  words  peace  and  concord, 
surmounted  by  the  figure  of  fame,  and  displaying  the  flags  of 
the  allies,  England,  France,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey,  the  Borough 
Arms,  <!:c. 

June  16. —  A  c^ld  burnt  to  death  at  the  Jolly  Anglers^ 
Plumptre-street  The  heat  through  the  wall  from  a  chimney  on 
fire  had  set  fire  to  a  chest  of  drawers  in  the  room,  from  which  the 
fire  had  communicated  with  the  bed  in  which  the  child  lay. 

June  16. — Fourth  anniversary  of  the  Arboretum  observed 
as  a  general  holiday,  and  amongst  other  entertainments,  Mr. 
Coxwell  made  an  ascent  in  his  balloon  accompanied  by  Mr.  £d. 
Cullen,  the  same  gentleman  who  went  up  with  Mr.  Green  the 
previous  year.     The  receipts  were  £594. 
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Junt  18. — Church  cemetery  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  of  1856 
LincohL  The  first  interment  was  made  on  June  20th.  Mr. 
Edwin  Patchitt  in  a  letter  to  the  directors  of  the  company, 
states  that  in  the  progress  of  the  works  skulls,  leg  bones, 
arm  bones,  and  other  relics  of  human  bodies  were  met  with, 
evidently  of  remote  deposit,  as  many  when  exposed  to  the  atmo- 
sphere crumbled  under  the  touch.  In  one  place,  where  several 
remains  were  clustered  together,  the  marks  of  method  in  their 
burial  were  evident,  in  other  cases  no  marks  of  care  were  visible ; 
but  the  bones  were  generally  discovered  amongst  loose  sand  or  the 
debris  of  rock.  Not  the  slightest  remains  of  coffins  were  found  at 
any  time.  Numerous  remains  of  pillars,  arches,  and  arched 
cavities  were  found,  and  a  particular  description  of  aperture  as  if 
for  the  purpose  of  habitation  was  frequently  repeated.  Three  of 
these  have  been  preserved.  Opening  to  the  valley  an  archway 
was  discovered,  connected  with  a  large  circular  mass  of  rock, 
which  presented  the  appearance  of  several  caverns  which  had  evi- 
dently  been  roofed  over.  The  legs  of  the  arches  were  in  some 
places  standing.  The  archway  appeared  to  have  been  used  as  a 
means  of  communication  between  one  cavern  and  another.  In 
clearing  out  some  of  these,  the  discovery  of  rough  looking  pistols, 
small  crowbars,  and  similar  weapons,  evidently  long  buried  and 
completely  corroded,  told  a  tale  upon  which  comment  is  needless. 

June  19. — Cinder  Hill  church  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln.  It  will  seat  from  500  to  600.  The  foundation  stone 
was  laid  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  March  3rd,  1855. 

JxtXy  1. — This  month  opened  with  a  sharp  frost  At  four 
o'clock  a.m.  the  thermometer  stood  at  29  degrees,  3  degrees  below 
freezing  points ;  the  fields,  hedges,  and  trees  being  white  with 
rime,  and  ice  was  formed  of  considerable  thickness. 

Jvly  21. — Death  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Williams,  physician,  of  Not- 
tingham, through  a  Ml  from  his  carriage  near  the  top  of  Derby- 
road  the  previous  evening. 

Jvly  30. — Mr.  C.  Paget  elected  M.P.  for  Nottingham,  in 
place  of  the  Hon.  K  Strutt,  who  had  been  created  Baron  Belper. 
There  was  no  opposition. 

August  4,  5,  k  6. — A  cricket  match  was  played  at  the  Trent- 
bridge  ground  for  the  benefit  of  Joseph  Guy,  between  eleven  of 
England  and  eighteen  gentlemen  and  players  of  Nottinghamshire. 
The  eleven  scored  95  and  49,  the  eighteen  97  and  137,  thus  win- 
ning by  90  runs. 

August  10. — Died  at  his  residence,  Highfield  House,  near 
Nottingham,  Alfred  Lowe,  Esq.,  aged  67  years. 

August  14. — Opening  of  the  Albion  chapel,  Sneinton.  It 
will  seat  about  800  persons,  and  the  cost,  including  the  land,  was 
nearly  £3,650. 

AxijguBt  21,  22,  k  23. — Cricket  match  played  at  Newark,  be- 
tween eleven  of  All  England  and  eleven  of  Nottinghamshire. 
The  representatives  of  All  England  scored  84  and  84,  and  the 
home  team  82  and  79,  thus  losing  by  7  runs. 
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1856  AtigusU — Burial  servioe  first  read  in  the  chape]  in  the  bottom 

portion  of  the  Qeneral  Cemeterj,  and  about  the  same  time  the 
enclosure  of  the  four  acres  allotted  by  the  Inclosure  Commissioners, 
bounded  by  Clarendon-street,  Waverley-street,  and  Cromwell- 
street  was  completed. 

September  30  — Death  of  Mr.  R  Sutton,  of  Radford  €kx>ye, 
proprietor  of  the  Nottingham  Review^  aged  67  years.  He  had 
had  the  management  of  the  above  mentioned  newspaper  for  up- 
wards of  foi*ty  years.  • 

October  17. — ^Memorial  window  at  the  end  of  the  chancel  of 
Stw  John's  church.  The  left  hand  compartment,  representing  the 
birth  and  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour,  is  dedicated  to  John  Montagu 
Yalpy,  M.A.,  incumbent  of  the  paribh.  The  eentral  compartment 
contains  three  medallions  illustrative  of  the  life  of  St  John  the 
Baptist,  and  is  in  memory  of  John  Bradshaw,  died  September  2l8t, 
1855.  The  right  hand  compartment  is  in  two  medallions,  repre- 
senting incidents  of  the  resurrection,  and  has  this  inscription,  **To 
the  memory  of  John  Clarke,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Trent,  26th 
of  June,  1856,  this  window  is  dedicated  by  his  employers  and 
fellow  workers." 

October  23. — Died  at  his  residence.  Old  Basford,  aged  71 
years,  Thomas  Bailey,  Esq.,  formerly  a  wine  merchant  of  Notting- 
ham, and  author  of  AnnaU  of  NottinghamMref  6ui.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  family  vault  in  Basford  Cemetery. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  iSL  AnrCa  Wordy 
Wm.  Wright  and  J.  Howitt;  Byron,  J.  Hill  and  C.  James; 
Castle,  J.  Bowley  and  J.  Page ;  Eocchange,  C.  Beck  and  W.  Taylor; 
SL  Mwnf%y  W.  Hannay  and  K  Patchitt ;  Parky  W.  Chapman  and 
J.  L.  Thackeray ;  Sherwood^  W.  Page  and  T.  Simpson.  Byron 
and  St  Mary's  were  contested,  but  there  was  very  little  excitement 

November  5. — ^The  Kight  Hon.  Digby,  seventh  Lord  Middle- 
ton,  died  at  WoUaton  Hall,  Nott43.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  87 
year&  The  deceased  peer  in  earl)  life  served  in  the  Boyal  navy, 
and  was  First  Lieutenant  on  board  the  Culloden  in  our  gallant 
Nottinghamshire  Admiral  Lord  Howe's  celebrated  action  off 
Ushant,  June  1st,  1794,  when  twenty-nine  French  ships  of  the 
line  encountered  Earl  Howe's  English  fleet  of  twenty-four  ships. 
The  fight  lasted  seven  hours,  in  the  course  of  which  ten  of  the 
largest  of  the  French  ships  were  dismasted,  and  seven  captured. 
One  of  these  having  simk,  Earl  Howe  had  the  glory  of  towing  six 
ships  of  the  line  at  once  into  Portsmouth. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  Bradley  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  C. 
Felkin,  Sheriff;  and  Mr.  W.  FeUdn  elected  Alderman  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  John  Wells,  resigned. 

Nomewhefr  14. — Mr.  Mundella  elected  for  Park  Ward,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Felkin  to  the 
aldermanic  bench. 

November  21. — ^A  most  destructive  fire  occurred  at  the  Col  wick 
Park  farm,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Baker,  by  which  seven  stacks 


THE   KOTTINOHAM   DATE-BOOK.  499 

wiere  burnt     The  damage  was  estimated  at  £700.     The  fire  was   1856 
doubtless  the  work  of  an  incendiary,  and  a  man  named  Bunny 
was  committed  to  the  assizes  and  was  then  acquitted. 

December  4. — The  H  battery  of  the  Royal  Artillery  arrived 
at  Nottingham  Barracks  (the  lease  having  been  renewed)  consist- 
ing of  174  men,  102  horses,  two  24-pr.  and  four  9-pr.  guns,  with 
baggage  waggons,  <Sra,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Leslie. 
The  battery  had  been  through  the  whole  of  the  Crimean  campaign, 
and  had  only  lost  two  men  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  On  the  18th 
of  the  same  month,  the  officers  and  men  to  the  number  of  139 
were  entertained  at  the  Exchange  Hall,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  Alderman  Birkin. 

December  5. — Mr.  John  Barber  elected  for  Sherwood  Ward, 
without  opposition,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John  Cktdd,  deceased. 


1857. 

January  20. — John  Henry  Manners,  6th  Duke  and  14th   1857 
Earl  of  Butland,  died  at  Bel  voir  Castle,  in  the  79  th  year  of  his 
age.     He  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates  of  his  father  when  he 
was  under  ten  years  of  age ;  consequently  he  had  held  the  duke- 
dom for  70  years.     His  remains  were  interred  on  the  29th. 

Fdynia/ry  18. — ^About  half-past  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  inhabitants  of  Wollaton-street  and  Talbot-street  were  much 
alarmed  by  seeing  smoke  and  flames  suddenly  burst  from  the  win- 
dows of  the  factory  of  Mr.  Berrey,  Wollaton-street.  The  alarm 
soon  spread,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  fire  engines  arrived 
and  were  playing  upon  the  burning  pile,  but  with  little  effect,  as 
in  less  than  one  hour  from  the  fire  breaking  out  nothing  remained 
of  the  upper  portion  of  that  noble  building  excepting  the  bare 
walls.  The  fire  was  caused  by  one  of  the  men  accidentally  setting 
fire  to  some  jacquard  cards,  hanging  at  the  back  of  his  machine^ 
which  being  very  dry  soon  communicated  with  the  building.  This 
was  at  that  time  considered  the  model  factory  of  the  town,  and 
was  generally  believed  to  be  fire-proof.  The  damage,  including 
machinery,  lace,  silk,  ifec.,  amounted  to  about  £35,000. 

Marck  27. — Greneral  election.  The  candidates  were  J.  Wal- 
ter, Esq.,  and  C.  Paget,  Esq.,  the  former  members,  and  Ernest 
Jones,  Esq.  This  was  very  quiet  in  comparison  with  some  former 
elections ;  and  at  the  SheriBTs  declaration  of  the  poll  the  numbers 
were,  Paget,  2393;  Walter,  1836;  Jones,  614. 

April  17. — Joseph  Simpson,  a  very  respectable  man  advanced 
in  years,  a  collector  for  a  commercial  house,  was  returning  through 
Upper  Talbot-street  at  nearly  noon,  with  a  large  sum  of  money  in 
his  possession,  when  he  was  attacked  by  two  men,  who  were 
doubtless  aware  that  he  had  been  for  a  many  years  in  the  habit  of 
returning  home  through  this  street  every  Friday,  after  collecting 
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Iod7  monej  ibr  goods  sold  by  his  employers.  One  of  them  struck  him 
a  heavy  blow  from  behind  with  a  life  preserver,  the  other  being 
ready  to  seize  the  money ;  but  Mr.  Simpson  by  an  effort  recovered 
himself,  and  raised  a  cry  of  "  murder."  Their  plan  having  failed, 
the  ruffians  made  off,  followed  by  Mr.  Simpson.  One  was  im- 
mediately caught  in  an  adjoining  street,  the  other  was  taken  shortly 
afterwards.  The  men,  who  were  named  John  Mew  and  Isaac 
James,  were  committed  to  the  assizes,  when  Mew,  being  an  old 
offender,  was  sentenced  to  fifteen  years  penal  servitude,  and  James 
to  three  years. 

Apnl  23. — ^Two  Hussian  guns  presented  to  Nottingham  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Lord  Panmure :  they  arrived  in  Notting- 
ham on  May  7th.  The  length  of  the  bore  is  7  feet  8  inches,  and 
the  width  6f  inches,  and  the  guns  bear  the  royal  mark  of  the 
two-headed  eagle. 

May  5. — Death  of  Mr.  R  Ibbison,  of  Postern-street  He 
bequeathed  to  the  Greneral  Hospital  £500,  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum 
£500,  and  to  the  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind  £100. 

Ifai/  28. — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  the  re- 
report  of  the  Inclosure  Committee  was  read,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  abstract : — "  That  they  had  taken  counseFs  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  legality  of  charging  for  admission  to  the  Arboretum, 
and  had  received  answer  that  the  public  (being  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Nottingham)  are  entitled  to  the  free  use  of  the  Arboretum 
without  charge,  whenever  it  is  open  to  the  public  at  all ;  and  that 
no  inhabitant  can  legally  be  refused  admission  on  the  ground  of 
his  refusal  to  pay  any  charge  for  it."     Mr.  Patchitt,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  remarked  that  the  whole  of  the  money  laid  out  on 
it  was  £6,554    7&   lOd.,  and  it  having  been  stated    that   the 
Arboretum  had  cost  the  town  £26,000  he  wished  that  wrong  im- 
pression to  be  removed.    The  following  is  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenses  from  May  1st,  1856,  to  April,  30th,  1857  : — Receipts 
from  last  year's  anniversary,  £594  lis.  Id.;  season  tickets,  £434 
5s. ;  Ute  days,   £39  8s.    9d. ;  schools  and  parties,  £8  15s.  8d. ; 
casual  admission,  £7  10.  3d.;  rental,  £50  ;  sale  of  grass,  £3  10s. 
Sd. :  total,  £1138  Is.  5d.     Expenses  of  last  year's  anniversary, 
£213  6s.  5d. ;  expenses  of  f^te  days,  £141  78.  6d.  ;  music,  £31 
5&  6d. ;    printing,  £11  10s. ;    wages,  water,  <ka,  £452  16s.  Id. ; 
Total,  £850  5s.  6d. 

June  22,  23,  &  24. — Ci-icket  Match  at  Nottingham,  between 
eleven  of  Nottingham  and  sixteen  of  Sheffield.  The  Nottingham 
players  were  Brampton,  Chatterton,  R.  C.  Tinley,  G.  Parr,  A. 
Clark,  Grundy,  C.  Brown,  Bickley,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Parr,  and  Mr. 
Earle,  who  scored  155  and  67.  The  Sheffield  sixteen  scored  92 
and  121,  thus  losing  by  9  runs. 

JtUy  14. — ^Foundation  stone  of  St  Matthew's  Schools  laid  by 

Lady  Middleton.     The  cost  of  the  building  was  estimated  at  £  1 200. 

JtUy  22. — Henry  Mayo,  killed   on  the   Nottingham   Forest 

by  a  blow  from  William  Brooks,  with  whom  he  had  quarrelled. 
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Brooks  at  the  next  March  Assizes  was  sentenced  to  six  months  1857 
hard  labour* 

J%dy  27. — ^The  bathing  station  on  the  bank  of  the  Trent  opened. 

AugtMt  3. — £100  voted  by  the  Council  for  preservation  of  St. 
Ann's  welL 

August  11. — ^Died  at  Brighton,  aged  67  years,  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall,  who  was  bom  at  Basford  in  1790,  and  educated  in  the 
medical  profession  at  Nottingham  and  Newark.  He  matriculated 
in  the  Edinburgh  University  in  the  year  1809,  and  in  1812  took 
his  degree  as  M.D.,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  appointed  to  the 
post  of  house-physician  at  the  Eoyal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh. 
In  181 4,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  left  Edinburgh,  and  being  determined  to 
see  some  continental  schools  prior  to  commencing  private  practice 
he  visited  Paris,  Berlin,  Gottenburg,  &c  The  journey  was  made 
partly  on  foot  and  unarmed.  In  1815,  he  settled  in  Nottingham 
as  a  physician,  where  he  remained  about  ten  years  ;  after  which 
he  removed  to  London.  He  visited  the  United  States,  Canada, 
and  Cuba  in  1853-4,  when  his  aimable,  simple,  and  unaffected 
manners  delighted  his  transatlantic  brethren,  who  spoke  of  his 
**  accessibility  and  affability"  in  the  warmest  terms.  For  partica- 
lars  of  Dr.  Hall's  discoveries  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  his 
memoirs  by  his  widow,  published  by  R  Bentley,  New  Burlington- 
street,  a  copy  of  which  may  be  seen  at  the  fVee  Library.  His 
remains  were  removed  to  Nottingham,  and  interred  in  the  Qenenl 
Cemetery,  on  the  19th,  where  a  handsome  monument  in  granite 
has  been  erected  to  his  memory. 

August  13. — Nottingham  and  its  suburbs  was  visited  by  a 
terrific  thunder  storm.  The  lightning  was  unusually  frequent 
and  vivid,  and  the  thunder,  which  foUowed  on  the  instant^  was 
appallingly  loud,  while  the  rain  poured  down  for  nearly  an  hour 
with  almost  tropical  intensity.  The  immense  body  of  water  from 
Sheep-lane,  Chapel-bar,  and  other  inlets  of  the  Marketrplace, 
rushed  down  Wheeler-gate  in  such  a  volume  as  to  completely  fill 
the  street  from  wall  to  wall,  rising  to  the  axletrees  of  the  carta. 
In  Albert-street  the  torrent  was  so  impetuous  that  for  a  short 
distance  it  literally  overpowered  a  horse  attached  to  a  cart,  and 
carried  them  down  the  street.  As  a  natural  consequence  in  many 
parts  of  the  town  cellars  were  filled  with  water,  and  in  some 
cases  recourse  was  had  to  the  fire  engine  to  remove  it  K  J. 
Lowe,  Esq.,  stated  that  the  depth  of  rain  on  the  13th  was  over 
three  inches. 

August  16. — The  terrific  thunder  storm  with  which  not  only 
Nottingham,  but  all  parts  of  the  country  had  been  visited,  caused 
a  sudden  rise  of  the  Trent,  and  a  serious  flood  was  the  consequence. 
It  was  at  its  height  at  the  above  date,  when  it  was  about  three 
feet  below  the  mark  of  1852.  Amongst  other  damage  done  the 
bathing  shed  on  the  Trent  bank  was  washed  away. 

September  18. — The  body  of  a  boy,  about  eight  years  of  age, 
named  John  Wesley  Atkinson,  found  in  a  field  near  the  Forest 

3t 
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1867  He  had  evidently  been  strangled,  and  his  boote  taken  off.  Th4 
inquest  was  a4)onmed  until  October  12th,  when  no  clue  being  ob- 
tained of  the  murderer  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  some 
person  or  persons  unknown  was  returned. 

September  24. — Pillar  letter  boxes  first  erected  in  Nottingham. 

October  2. — Oreat  Northern  station,  Eastorofty  opened.  Mr. 
T.  C.  Hine,  architect 

October  30. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  laid 
bj  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord-lieutenant  of  the  oounly.  The 
building  is  from  the  design  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Hina  It  has  a  frontage 
of  270  feet^  and  will  accommodate  30  male  and  30  female  patients. 
The  grounds  are  17  acres  in  extent.  The  coins,  which  ranged  from 
one  farthing  to  58.,  were  stolen  from  the  foundaticm  a  week  after 
the  laying  of  the  stone. 

November  2. — (Monday). — The  Municq)al  elections.  There 
was  no  opposition,  and  the  f oUowing  were  elected : — SL  Ann's  Ward^ 
W.  Sylvester  and  SL  Mallet ;  Byrofif  J.  Edwards  and  J.  Sweet ; 
daatie^  W.  Parsons  and  J.  Brown ;  Ihochangef  W.  Greaves  and  G. 
Stark^;  Si.  Ifarf/Sy  T.  Adams  and  S.  Turner;  Parkf  L.  Hardy 
and  W.  Wright;  Sherwood,  T.  Ball  and  J.  Barber. 

November  9. — Mr.  L.  Heymann  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  W. 
Bradbury,  Sheriff. 

November  17. — Serious  riot,  during  which  many  shops  were 
plundered  and  many  windows  broken. 

December  1. — ^The  Sherwood  Foresters  left  Newark,  where 
they  had  been  quartered  since  they  were  embodied  on  the  1st  of 
October  previous,  for  the  camp  at  Aldershot. 

December  26. — Shortly  before  midnight  a  terrific  fire  broke 
put  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Chrocker,  High-street,  which  gutted  the 
premises  and  injured  the  adjoining  one&  A  piquet  of  Artillery 
from  the  Barracks,  with  their  engine,  were  early  at  the  fire,  and 
did  much  towards  staying  the  conflagration.  The  damage  was 
estimated  at  from  £1,200  to  £1,400. 

December, — During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  a 
great  depression  in  the  staple  trades  of  the  town,  causing  many 
females  to  be  thrown  out  of  employment.  A  committee  being 
formed  and  subscriptions  raised,  the  Mayor  kindly  granted  the  use 
of  the  Exchange  as  a  work  room  for  the  unemployed,  and  there 
were  sometimes  close  upon  400  engaged.  The  articles  made  were 
sold  in  the  room. 


1858. 

1858  Jcmuary  22. — Fire  at  the  warehouse  of  Mr.  Short,  hosier. 

Castle-gate,  causing  damage  to  the  amount  of  X700. 

January  25. — In  honour  of  the  marriage  of  the  Princess 
Royal,  the  Mayor,  L.  Heymann,  Esq.,  at  his  own  expense,  distributed 
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bread  and  soup  to  more  than  2,000  poor  persons,  and  the  Gor-  1858 
poration  attended  by  the  Artilleiy  and  Pensioners  went  in  pro- 
oession  to  the  Park,  where  a  Royal  salute  was  fired  in  the  presence 
of  about  60,000  persons. 

F^bfwxry  5. — ^The  oommenoement  of  the  year  was  a  season 
of  great  commercial  depression  and  deep  distress  amongst  the 
working  classes.  At  the  date  above  named  there  were  804 
inmates  in  the  union  workhouse,  and  5,191  persons  were  receiving 
out-door  reliel 

March  17. — Mr.  Arnold  Goodlifie  elected  for  Exchange  Ward 
in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Kirke  Swann,  who  died  Mw^h  8th, 
in  the  74th  year  of  his  aga  He  was  the  senior  surviving  member 
of  the  old  Corporation,  ^e  senior  member  of  the  present  Town 
Council,  churchwarden  of  St.  Matthew's,  and  secretary  of  several 
religious  and  benevolent  institutions.  He  was  inspected  by  all 
who  knew  him  f(Mr  continual  active  usefulness,  kindness,  and 
Christian  prinoipla 

MofrA  28. — ^llie  stables  at  the  Arboretum  destroyed  by 
fire,  when  three  horses  were  burnt  to  death.  It  was  caused  by  a 
cabman  leaving  a  lighted  candle  stuck  upon  a  piece  of  wood, 
which  it  is  supposed  fell  amongst  the  straw. 

April  22. — A  grand  complimentary  dinner  at  the  Qttotfp 
hotel,  on  the  occasion  of  it  being  re-opened  after  very  considerame 
alterations  and  additions. 

May  3. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  officers  and  men  comprising  the  H  battery  of 
Artillery,  for  their  general  good  conduct  during  the  time  they 
had  been  quartered  in  Nottingham,  and  their  ready  and  active 
attendance  at  several  fires  that  had  occurred  in  the  town. 

May  24. — Nottingham  postmen  first  appeared  in  uniform. 

JwM  7. — Mr.  Smith  Fowler  elected  Alderman  in  the  room  of 
the  late  Mr.  Jonathan  Burton,  who  died  suddenly  at  Sutton 
Bennington,  on  the  30th  of  May,  aged  60  years.  Interred  June 
3rd  in  tiie  General  Cemetery. 

J%me  11. — Nottingham  and  neighbourhood  was  visited  by  a 
tx^mendous  thunder  storm,  which  caused  serious  damage  in  the 
town  and  suburbs. 

June  14. — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  a 
memorial  numerously  signed  praying  for  an  Arboretum  anniver- 
sary was  discussed,  and  a  motion  passed  that  as  the  law  now 
stands  an  anniversary  cannot  be  held ;  but  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  people  an  application  should  be  made  to  Parliament  to 
obtain  that  power. 

Ju/n6  16. — ^The  thermometer  92  degrees  2  minutes  in  the 
shade,  a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  had  been  registered  in  June, 
at  Highfield  House,  with  the  exception  of  June,  8th,  1844. 

Jvaie  16. — Inspection  of  the  Sherwood  Foresters,  or  Notting- 
hamshire Militia,  at  Newcastle-on>Tyne,  by  lieut-General  Sir 
Harry  Smith,  who  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  them.     He  in 
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1868  £act  said  that  lie  never  saw  a  finer  body  of  men.  The  NevoeajMe 
Chronicle  of  this  date  gives  the  following  pleasing  account  of  the 
regiment : — "  The  report  of  the  gallant  general  who  inspected  the 
Sherwood  Foresters  will  be  fully  borne  out  by  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  as  to  their  orderly  behaviour, 
as  well  as  their  soldierlike,  manly,  and  forbearing  manner  daring 
the  unhappy  ajSisdr  at  Black  HilL" 

June  18. — Smith's  match  manufttctory  burnt  down.  It  was 
situate  at  the  back  of  where  Weldon's  buildings  now  stand,  on 
I>erby-road. 

June  21. — ^Agreed,  by  a  large  majority,  at  the  Council  meet- 
ing, that  the  resolution  of  Octob^  13Ul,  1856,  that  the  spring  races 
be  done  away  with,  shall  be  carried  out. 

June  24,  25,  k  26. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  be- 
tween Surrey  and  Nottingham.  Our  elev^i  were  Mr.  McDougall, 
Mr.  C.  Batchelor,  Diver,  Grundy,  Daft,  C.  Brown,  Jackson, 
Davis,  A.  Clark,  Parr,  and  Gibson,  who  scored  114  and  194^  The 
Surrey  men  scored  200  and  109,  with  the  loss  of  one  wicket. 

July  I4u — ^A  fire  occurred  at  the  back  of  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Streetly,  hatter,  Carlton-street,  adjoining  the  George  hotel,  through 
the  overheating  of  a  flue.     Damage,  about  XI 00. 

July  21. — ^Foundation  stone  of  the  Scotch  Baptist  chapel, 
Circusfitreet,  laid  by  John  Heard,  Esq.  The  chapel  measures, 
inside,  78  feet  9  inches,  by  52  feet  6  inches,  and  will  seat  650 
persons.     Mr.  Booker,  architect. 

August  30,  31,  k  Sept.  1. — Grand  cricket  match  at  the  Trent- 
bridge  ground,  between  the  United  Eleven  of  England  and  Mr. 
MaDotqgiall's  twenty-two  (a  local  team).  The  twenty-two  scored 
79  and  71,  and  the  United  Eleven  scored  87  and  64,  with  the  loss 
of  six  wicket& 

September  9. — Died  at  his  Welsh  residence  on  the  banks  of 
the  Menai,  Thomas  Assheton  Smith,  Esq.,  who  contested  the 
borough  of  Nottingham  in  June,  1818,  and  again  in  March,  1820. 
These  contests  are  said  to  have  cost  him  more  than  £14,000. 

September  14. — ^A  fire  occurred  in  the  warehouse  of  Mr. 
Wood,  Plumptre-street,  during  the  dinner  hour.  It  was  soon  ex- 
tinguished, but  the  damage  amounted  to  £310. 

SepUmibeT  15. — A  cow  walked  into  the  kitchen  of  the  Wheat 
Sheaf  inn,  and  fell  through  into  the  cellar,  about  40  feet.  It  sus- 
tained very  little  injury. 

September  20,  21,  k  22. — Cricket  match  at  the  Stockton 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Durham  and  Yorkshire  and  eleven  of 
Nottinghamshire.  The  representatives  of  the  Northern  counties 
scored  118  and  96,  and  the  Notts,  team  140  and  51,  with  the  loss 
of  three  wickets.  It  is  not  stated  why  the  match  was  not  con- 
cluded. 

October  10. — ^A  comet  of  great  magnitude,  discovered  by  a 
Frenchman  named  Donati  in  June,  and  which  had  for  several 
weeks  been  a  most  conspicuous  object  in  the  west,  was  at  its 
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neaiMi  point  to  the  eaiik  Oh  the  night  of  tJie  5th,  the  star  1858 
Arcturus  was  seen  shining  through  the  comet's  tail,  which  was 
computed  to  be  from  15,000,000  to  16,000,000  miles  long.  Hind, 
the  astronomer,  computed  its  distance  from  the  earth  to  be 
51,000,000  miles,  and  stated  that  it  would  not  make  its  appearance 
again  for  some  hundreds  of  years. 

October  28. — A  man  named  John  Bobert  Richardson  com- 
mitted  suicide  by  dropping  into  a  well  18  inches  by  14  inches 
wide  at  the  top,  in  a  garden  where  he  resided.  He  was  found  in 
an  half  sitting  posture  in  about  2  feet  9  inches  of  water. 

November  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  St  Ann't  Ward^ 
W,  Knight  and  A.  Cann ;  Byron,  J.  Sweet  and  W.  Bradbury ; 
CcMtUj  T.  Flamson  and  J.  Brewster ;  Exchange,  T.  North  and  A. 
Qoodliffe;  Si.  MfMnfa,  £.  Hart  and  J.  Bradshaw;  Fork,  J. 
Bradley  and  A  J.  Mundella ;  Sherwood,  P.  Bentley  and  E.  P.  Odx. 

Naoenther  8. — ^Two  boys  named  John  Earley  and  Benjamin 
Stones  killed  by  the  &11  of  three  arches,  which  had  been  just 
finished,  near  the  top  of  Wollaton-street. 

November  9. — Mr.  Edwin  Patchitt  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
J.  Manning,  Sheriff.  The  Mayor  stated  that  the  Arboretum 
committee  had  come  to  the  decision  not  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  power  to  charge  for  admission  to  the  Arboretum. 

November  15. — Foundation  stone  of  St.  Nicholas's  parochial 
schools  laid  by  the  Hon.  J.  R  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons.     The  estimated  cost  was  £1,358. 

December  2. — ^The  "  old  smock  mill,"  the  last  of  the  long  line 
of  mills  that  formerly  stood  along  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the 
Forest,  burnt  down.  It  was  a  brick  erection,  and  was  situate  on 
the  south  of  Forest-road  near  to  Alfreton-road. 

December  18. — A  remarkable  storm  of  thunder,  lightnings 
and  heavy  rain  broke  over  Nottingham  and  neighbourhood. 


1859. 

February  1. — One  of  the  greatest  and  most  alarming  fires  1859 
that  had  occurred  in  Nottingham  for  many  years  took  place  in  the 
hosiery  factory  of  Messrs.  Hine  k  Mundella  (now  the  Nottingham 
Manufacturing  Company).  The  fire  was  first  perceived  by  the 
watchman  on  duty  a  few  minutes  after  the  hands  had  left  work. 
He  immediately  gave  an  alarm,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  fire  brigade  arrived  with  the  hose  cart  Some  windows 
being  broken,  tne  hose  was  introduced ;  and  after  a  few  minutes 
vigorous  play  all  became  dark,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  fire 
was  mastered ;  when  suddenly  the  accumulated  gasses  inside  the 
room  ignited,  and  in  an  instcuit  the  whole  flat  was  one  mass  of 
flame.  The  destruction  of  the  factory  or  working  portion  of  the 
establishment,  extending  from  Parkinson-street  to  Station-street, 
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1850  ^w  eomplete,  nothing  being  left  standing  bat  the  bare  wmlls ;  and 
in  the  irurelMiiiae  portioii  facing  StationHrtveei  mnoh  etook  was 
damaged  by  water  and  remoral.  By  this  extensive  oonflagimtion 
from  300  to  400  persons  were  thrown  oat  of  employment. 

Ftbruary  21. — ^A  serioos  ezploskm  of  gas  oeeoired  in  the 
diop  of  Mr.  Godber,  Peck-lane,  by  which  the  windows  were  blown 
ont^  and  Mr.  Gkxlber  and  two  other  persons  ii^jored. 

February  33.— Died  at  his  seat,  Woodhall  Fnk^  near  Ware, 
aged  71  years,  Abel  Smith,  Esq.  lie  was  the  ^dest  scm  of  the 
hie  S.  Smith,  Esq.,  founder  of  Smith's  bank,  and  brother  of  the 
first  Lord  Oarington. 

Mar^  11. — At  the  Spring  Assises  Thomas  ftown  Krkitt 
was  oonTioted  of  the  wilfal  mmder  of  a  gamekeeper  named  Wm. 
Watmoagh,  at  Bamby-in-the-Willows,  on  the  18th  of  NoTember, 
1858.  His  sentence  was  afterwards  commuted  to  penal  servitude 
lor  life. 

Mofrd^  31.  —  Disembodiment  of  the  Sherwood  Foresters. 
This  fine  regiment,  consisting  cl  upwards  cl  800  men,  returned  to 
Newark  from  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  on  Thursday,  the  24th,  and  were 
u>-day  disembodied.  Much  dissatis&cti^m  was  expressed  by  the 
press  of  the  country  at  the  disbandment  of  this  fine  regiment,  they 
having  gained  the  first  regimental  prise  in  the  last  year's  shooting, 
the  2nd  battalion  Scots  Fusilier  Guards  being  second,  and  the 
1st  battalion  Bifle  Brigade  third.  The  OUugaw  GaxeUe  says, 
''This  fine  weU-behaved  regiment,  which  has  been  in  Glasgow  for 
many  months,  returned  to  their  native  county  last  Wednesday, 
where  we  hear  they  are  to  be  disbanded.  We  are  astonished  that 
such  an  exodlent,  weU-equipped,  and  efficient  regiment  in  every 
respect  should  be  disbanded  at  this  time,  since  it  is  acknowledged 
that  of  all  regiments  in  exist^ice  the  Sherwood  Foresters  bear  off 
the  palm  for  precise  practice  in  rifle  firing.  Wherever  they  go 
we  wish  every  success  to  the  Sherwood  Foresters — ^the  very  name 
has  a  charm." 

April  3 — ^Fall  of  the  tower  of  Old  Basford  church,  which 
had  stood  for  about  600  years. 

April  29. — In  consequence  of  the  Conservative  Government 
being  defeated  on  the  question  of  reform,  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment took  place ;  and  at  the  borou^  election  on  the  above  date 
the  following  were  the  candidates  and  the  number  of  votes  they 
each  received  :—Paget»  2,416;  Mellor,  2,151;  Bromley,  1,808; 
Ernest  Jones,  154. 

May  6. — ^A  serious  fire  occurred  in  the  trimming  shop  of  Mr. 
Crofts,  Warser-gate;  the  damage  was  estimated  at  about  X400. 

jifatf  22.— -Serious  fire  at  the  lace  manufactory  of  Messrs. 
Sheppard  &  Co.,  Hounds-gate:  damages  estimated  at  £600  or 
X700. 

Jfay  30. — *'  Bobin  Hood  Bifles.  First  drill  commenced  here 
at  six  a.m.,  Monday,  May  30th,  1859."  Such  is  the  inscription 
appearing  on  a  stone  which  is  inserted  into  the  pavement  on  the 
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Castle-terraoe,  near  the  entrance  to  Mortimer's  Hole.  The  first  1859 
drill  would  form  a  highly  suggestive  subject  for  the  pencil  of  the 
artist,  and  of  the  few  then  present  none  could  have  predicted  for 
the  movement  so  humblj  inaugurated  the  brilliant  career  that 
really  awaited  it.  During  the  preceding  month,  the  then  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county,  convened  a  meeting  of 
the  most  influential  gentlemen  for  consideration  of  the  rapidly 
extending  system  of  Volunteer  service,  with  the  object  of  its 
introduction  into  NottinghauL  The  project,  it  may  be  said,  did 
not  at  the  first  excite  any  very  exce«dye  amount  of  enthuBunn ; 
and,  indeed,  was  in  many  quarters  received  with  some  degree  of 
disfavour.  One  gentleman,  however,  was  so  impressed  by  its  desira- 
bility, that  he  f  (urthwith  issued  a  number  of  handbills  and  circulars, 
inviting  adherence  to  a  company  of  Nottingham  Yolnnteers. 
That  gentleman  was  the  then  Mayor,  Mr.  Edwin  F^tchitt  The 
response  was  of  a  most  disheartening  character,  only  six  names 
being  sent  in ;  the  "  illustrious  six"  being  Mr.  A.  J.  Mundella 
(now  M.P.  for  Sheffield),  Mr.  J.  G.  Simpkins,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr. 
Perry,  Mr.  George  Hine,  and  Mr.  Johnson.  In  spite  of  a  great 
deal  ai  opposition,  the  humble  few  held  together,  and  a  decidedly 
practical  step  was  taken  in  the  engagement  of  Sergeant-Major 
Jonathan  White — who,  by-the-bye,  is  in  every  respect  a  townsman, 
as  he  was  bom  at  Radford ;  and  although  that  officer,  then  engaged 
in  peaceful  civil  pursuits  in  the  town,  at  first  hesitated  to  accept 
the  overture  made  to  him,  he  ultimately  threw  his  whole  energy 
into  the  movement  in  its  precarious  infancy.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  to  secure  a  better  man.  As  early  as  his  nineteenth 
year  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  sergeant^  and  he  had  seen  brilliant 
service  in  Lidia,  where  his  personal  character  and  soldierly  seal 
and  gallantry  had  extorted  the  most  qplendid  enconduma  He  was 
present  at  and  engaged  in  the  capture  by  storm  of  the  fortress  ol 
Ghuznee,  on  the  23rd  July,  1839,  and  of  Khelat  on  the  13th 
November,  1839,  on  both  of  these  occasions  hia  gallantry  being 
most  conspicuous.  Permission  having  been  readily  granted  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  agent,  Mr.  Hine,  for  military  exercise 
within  the  Castle  grounds,  the  first  squad  was  drilled  on  the  ter- 
race overlooking  Lenton. 

The  movement  was  now  fairly  afloat,  and  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  field-day,  which  took  place  on  the  25th  August,  1859,  in 
front  of  the  residence  of  the  Mayor,  there  was  a  muster  of  no  less 
than  four  hundred  men.  The  companies,  six  in  number,  were 
officered  by  the  following  gentlemen : — Mr.  A.  J.  Mundella,  Mr. 
T.  R  Starey,  Mr.  F.  Parsons,  Mr.  Robert  Evans,  Mr.  R  Birkin, 
Mr.  T.  Ball,  Mr.  R  Patterson,  Mr.  John  Watson,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Wright ;  and  at  the  inspection  referred  tOy  which  was  held  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  so  great  was  the  interest  excited  amongst  the 
outside  public  that  no  less  than  5,000  persons  were  admitted  by 
ticket  to  witness  the  manceuvrea 

There  was  no  mistake  about  the  reality  of  the  volunteer 
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1859  moYement  in  Nottingh&m  now,  and  the  corps,  which  that  very  day 
received  from  the  Mayoress  the  name  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles, 
was  recognised  as  an  undoubted  and  splendid  fact  A  shooting 
range  was  shortly  afterwards  opened  at  Mapperley,  the  subsequent 
success  of  the  movement  being  placed  beyond  question.  As  early 
as  January,  1860,  the  Robin  Hoods  received  the  title  of  the 
**  crack  corps  of  England,"  this  compliment  being  paid  to  them  by 
a  Lond<m  newspaper. 

June  2. — ^New  Baptist  chapel  opened  in  CirousHrtaieet  by  the 
congregation  lately  meeting  in  Parknstreet,  when  two  sermons 
were  preached  by  Dr.  Acworth,  of  Bradford. 

July  14,  15,  &  16.— Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Surrey  and  eleven  of  Nottinghamshire,  comprising 
Grundy,  R.  Daft,  Brampton,  J.  Chatterton,  G.  Parr,  R.  G.  linley, 
A.  Clark,  J.  Jackson,  Davis,  Hogg,  and  Bickley,  who  scored  329 
in  the  first  innings  (G.  IParr  contributing  130  and  R  Daft  52), 
and  58  in  the  second  innings  for  two  wickets.  Surrey  scored  213 
and  172,  losing  by  8  wicketa 

Jtdy  21. — Nottingham  Eye  Dispensary  opened. 

August  8. — A  grand  fdte  held  in  Basford  Park  in  aid  of 
the  funds  for  re-building  Basford  church  tower.  Mr.  Coxwell 
made  an  ascent  in  his  balloon  the  "  Queen." 

August  27. — Messrs.  Harris  &  Daubney's  saw  mill,  Leen- 
side,  destroyed  by  fire :  damage,  £700  or  £800. 

September  1 2  &  1 3. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trentrbridge  ground, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  veteran  Thomas  Heath,  between  eleven  of 
the  town  and  county  and  twenty-two  of  the  county.  It  was  not 
played  out,  and  when  time  was  called  the  twenty-two  had  scored 
146  and  170,  and  the  eleven  37  and  27  for  five  wickets. 

September  19. — St  Nicholas's  new  schools  opened  in  the 
presence  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

September  20. — Death  of  Colonel  Wildman,  of  Newstead 
Abbey,  aged  72  years. 

October  6. — Mr.  M.  O.  Tarbotton  appointed  borough  engineer. 
He  has  since  been  appointed  engineer  to  the  Gkus  Committee. 

October  19. — ^Town  Mission  Ragged  Schools,  Robin  Hood- 
street,  opened. 

October  19. — Died  at  his  residence.  Long-row,  Edwin  Gfeorge 
Pickering  (E.G.P.),  well  known  from  his  connection  with  the 
NoUingJuMn  Guardian  and  several  other  local  works  to  which  he 
had  contributed. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  Six  out  of  the  seven 
wards  were  contested.  The  following  are  the  names  and  number 
of  votes  of  each  candidate : — St  Ann^s^  R  Annibal  514,  W.  Skin- 
ner 511,  J.  Howitt  375,  W.  Wright  375;  Byron^  J.  Hardy  431, 
T.  Dickinson  431,  M.  L  Preston  91;  Castie,  B.  Hawkridge  360, 
J.  Bowley  326,  J.  Watson  108 ;  Exchange^  C.  Beck  399,  W. 
Taylor  326,  W.  R  Brewill  224,  F.  G.  Sharp  222 ;  St.  Marj/s,  E. 
Patchitt  334,  W.  Shelton  301,  H   Hiclung  91 ;    Park,  J.    L. 
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Thackeray  and  W.  Chapman ;  Sherwood,  W.  Page  472,  T.  Simp-   1859 
Bon  348,  and  M.  Hawkes  199. 

Noveinhar  9. — Mr.  E.  Patchitt  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Ward,  Sheriff;  and  the  following  Aldermen  were  re-elected : — 
Messrs.    Yickers,   Hart^   Fowler,    Herbert,    Biddle,    Judd,    and 
Birkin. 

November, — By  a  deed  of  gift  dated  this  month  Burton's 
Almshouses,  Liondon-road,  were  oonyeyed  into  the  hands  of  trus* 
tees  for  the  inhabitants  of  Nottingham.  This  charity  consists 
of  twenty-three  dwellings,  for  the  same  number  of  widows, 
widowers,  or  other  unmarried  persons,  mfile  or  female,  of  not  less 
than  sixty  years  of  age,  being  of  good  character,  and  of  any 
religious  denomination. 

November  21. — Mr.  Thomas  North  appointed  Alderman  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Hart,  who  had  retired,  and  on  Norember  29th 
Mr.  Brewill  was  elected  to  the  vacant  seat  in  the  Council 

December  4. — Opening  of  Trinity  free  church.  Bunkers-hilly 
by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  It  will  seat  500,  and  the  cost  was 
£2,600. 

December  19. — ^The  coldest  night  in  December  ever  recorded 
at  Highfield  House  Observatory.  The  thermometer  registered 
during  the  night  0*3  on  grass,  0*7  on  snow,  and  0*7  on  wood. 


1860. 

January  7. — Died  at  his  residence,  the  Manor  House,  Sneinton,    1 860 
Arthur  Morley,  Esq.,  aged  48  years.     He  was  highly  respected, 
and  his  funeral  on  the  17  th,  at  Sneinton  church,  was  attended  by 
at  least  4,000  persons. 

January  14. — A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Exchange  Hall  to 
elect  the  field  and  staff  officers  of  the  Kobin  Hood  Rifles. 

February  26,  27,  k  28. — Nottingham  and  the  surrounding 
district  was  visited  by  one  of  the  most  fearful  gales  ever  ex- 
perienced, which  unroofed  houses,  uprooteil  trees,  damaged  churches 
and  chapels,  and  did  much  injury  to  all  kinds  of  property. 

March  1.— Re-opening  of  St.  Leodigarius's  church,  Baaford, 
after  its  restoration,  when  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Ma/rch  4. — ^The  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  to  the  number  of  about 
'500,  attended  divine  service  at  St  Mary's  church  in  uniform  for 
the  first  time,  when  the  Rev.  Canon  Brooks  preached  an  ap- 
propriate sermon  from  the  text,  *'  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of 
God." 

March  9.— -At  the  assizes  held  this  day  Herbert  and  William 
Black  were  charged  with  the  wilful  murder  of  George  Clarke,  at 
Lenton,  on  the  26th  of  the  previous  December.  From  the  evi- 
dsnoe  it  appeared  that  deceased  was  stabbed  with  a  sword  stiok 

3u 
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1 800  during  a  quarrel  whic^  occurred  near  the  Albion  inn,  at  New 
Lenton.  The  jury  acquitted  William  and  found  Herbert  guilty 
of  manslaughter,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  fifteen  years  penal 
servitude. 

Maireh  19. — Died  at  his  residence,  CSavendish-hill,  near  Not* 
tingham,  Samuel  Bean,  Esq.,  aged  86  yeara  The  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes,  Mr.  Bean  was  emphatically  a  self-made  man.  He 
was  bom  at  Norwich,  April  18th,  1774,  and  was  suffered  to  grow 
up  a  wild  untutored  lad.  At  an  early  age  he  enlisted  in  the  D^by- 
ahire  Militia.  He  afterwards  came  to  Nottingham,  and  gained  a 
knowledge  of  business  under  the  late  Mr.  Nunn,  dyer,  Hounds- 
gate.  Marrying  a  lady  of  means,  he  commenced  on  his  own  account, 
in  partnership  with  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Armfield.  Mr.  Bean 
afterwards  entered  largely  into  the  silk  trade,  the  firm  being  for 
many  years  known  as  ''  Bean  k  Johnson."  Mr.  Bean  took  great 
interest  in  the  Anti  Com  Law  League,  and  subscribed  largely  to 
its  funds.  Tn  local  matters  he  took  a  warm  interest,  representing 
St  Ann's  Ward  in  the  Ck)uncil  for  some  years,  and  was  afterguards 
elected  an  Alderman.  He  was  throughout  his  life  a  useful,  eon- 
sistent,  and  honourable  citizen.  His  remains  were  interred  on  the 
27th,  in  the  family  vault  in  the  General  Cemetery. 

May  14. — St.  Michael's  recreation  ground,  Millstone-lane, 
opened. 

May  16. — Lady  Noel  Byron,  relict  of  the  poet,  died  at  her 
residence,  11,  St.  George's-terrace,  Begent's  Park.  Her  personalty 
was  sworn  under  j£60,000,  the  greater  portion  of  which,  with  the 
estate  Oxneyfield,  situate  at  Darlington,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
she  left  to  her  grandson,  Balph  Gordon  Noel  King,  ihe  son  of 
her  daughter  and  the  Earl  of  Ix)velace,  who  was  and  had  for  some 
considerable  time  been  working  at  weekly  wages  as  an  artizan  in 
the  smiths'  department  of  Woolwich  Arsenal 

May  18. — Mr.  George  Levick  elected  Councillor  for  Castle 
Ward  in  the  room  of  Mr.  J.  Bowley,  deceased.  There  was  a  close 
contest  between  Mr.  Ijevick  (C),  who  polled  306,  and  Mr.  John 
Keeley  (L),  who  polled  300  votes. 

May  28. — A  tremendous  gale  blew  down  two  houses  in 
course  of  erection  in  Addison-street,  and  caused  much  damage  in 
Nottingham  and  neighbourhood. 

May  29. — Jubilee  of  the  Nottingham  Sunday  School  Union, 
when  32  schools,  numbering  7,544  scholars,  walked  in  procession 
from  the  Great  Market-place,  up  Mansfield-road,  through  the 
Arboretum,  along  Waverley,  Clarendon,  and  Vernon  streets,  down 
Derby-road,  into  the  Market-place  again,  when,  after  singing  a 
jubilee  hymn,  each  of  the  children  was  presented  with  a  neatly 
bound  bible.  Inside  each  cover  the  name  of  the  scholar  was  written 
upon  a  printed  ticket,  with  the  name  of  the  school  and  the  occasion 
of  the  gift  The  distribution  being  completed,  the  children  and 
teachers  joined  in  singing  the  appropriate  hymn  commenciDg  "Holy 
Bible,  book  divine."    AfterwmU  came  the  <'  National  Anthem," 
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and  the  children  then  raising  their  newly  received  gifts,  gave  three  1869 
hearty  cheers.  The  appearance  presented  at  this  moment  was 
interesting  and  beautiful  in  the  extreme.  Nothing  had  beeo 
wanting  but  sunshine  to  complete  the  enchantment  of  the  scenes 
and  the  sun  here  burst  forth  from  behind  the  clouds  which  had  all 
day  enveloped  him,  and  shone  with  dazzling  brilliancy.  The  gilt 
edges  of  the  biblc«,  as  they  were  waved  backwards  and  forwaixLs 
by  the  children,  glittered  in  the  sunlight,  and  at  a  distance  seemed 
like  tiny  swords  of  gold,  and  with  the  varied  dresses  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  banners  flaunting  in  the  bi*eeze,  and  the  sun  gilding 
and  beautifying  all,  formed  a  t(ibleau  of  the  most  striking  a&d 
beautiful  description.  After  the  doxology  had  been  sung,  the 
Rev.  H.  Hunter  pronounced  the  benediction,  and  each  school 
then  marched  away.  At  most  of  the  chapels  and  schools  tea  and 
buns  were  provided,  but  many  of  the  children  proceeded  to  the 
Park  and  Arboretum,  the  latter  of  which  was  during  the  evening 
filled  almost  to  overflowing.  The  procession  was  upwards  of  one 
hour  passing  through  the  Arboretum  gates. 

May  30. — The  1 1th  Hussars  left  Nottingham  Barracks,  which 
were  not  afterwards  permanently  occupied. 

June  4. — Several  persons  injured  by  the  wadding  from  the 
rifles  of  the  Robin  Hoods  while  practising  in  Nottingham  Park. 

June  4. — The  head  quarters  of  the  16th  Lancers  with  band 
passed  through  Nottingham  en  route  for  Aldershot 

June  \\  k  13. — Cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  between  eleven 
of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Sheffield  and  district.  The  Notts,  team 
scored  69  and  162,  the  Yorkshire  men  68  and  32  for  the  loss  of 
four  wickets.  There  was  no  play  on  the  12th  in  consequence  of 
rain ;  the  match  was  therefore  drawn. 

June  13. — Newstead  Abbey  oflered  by  public  auction.  The 
bidding  was  languid,  and  the  highest  bid  was  £121,000 ;  the  ea- 
tate  was  bought  in  at  £180,000,  and  was  afterwards  sold  by  pri- 
vate contract  to  W.  F.  Webb,  Esq.  The  property  was  last  sold 
by  auction  in  1818. 

June  14,  15,  <k  16. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  be- 
tween the  following  eleven  of  Notta  :  J.  Grundy,  R.  Daft,  J. 
Chatterton,  G.  Parr,  C.  Brampton,  A.  Clark,  J.  Jackson,  R.  (X 
Tinley,  C.  Bro^n,  G.  Bickley,  and  T.  Davis,  and  eleven  of  Surrey. 
The  Notts,  team  scored  83  and  105,  and  the  representatives  of 
Surrey  66  aud  107,  losing  by  15  runs.  The  Sporting  Life  says, 
^Jackson  won  the  match  by  his  magnificent  bowling,  he  having 
taken  nine  out  of  the  ten  wickets  in  Surrey's  first  innings,  and 
■iz  in  the  second.*' 

June  23. — Grand  review  of  Volunteers  in  Hyde  Park  by 
the  Queen,  about  20,000  being  present.  The  Robin  Hood 
Rifles,  to  the  number  of  543,  took  part  in  the  review,  and  it  was 
acknowledged  that  they  were  the  best  appointed  battalion  on  the 
ground,  and  that  their  marching  was  perfection.  The  following 
letter  was  afterwards  received  by  £dwin  Patchitt,  Esq.,  from  Lord 
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1860  Belper,  Lord  lienienant  of  the  county  : — "  My  dear  sir, — ^I  must 
not  lose  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  you  on  the  success  of 
the  review  on  Sibturday,  and  more  especially  on  that  of  the  Not- 
tingham corpa  I  have  heard  the  opinion  from  two  or  three 
quarters  (quite  unconnected  with  Nottingham)  that  they  were  the 
finest  corps  on  the  ground.     Yours  faithfully,  Belper." 

Julf^  21. — Destructive  fire  at  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  White 
'  Brothers,  Warser-gate  and  St.  Mary's-place.  The  damage  amounted 
to  £2,700. 

July  26,  27,  &  28. — Return  cricket  match  on  the  Trent- 
Vridge  ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey. 
Our  team  scored  196  and  130;  Surrey  109  and  247,  winning  by 
SOrona 

Auguii  1. — John  Fenton,  aged  37  years,  was  hung  in  front 
of  the  County  Hall,  for  the  murder  of  Charles  Spencer,  at 
Walkeringham,  on  the  6th  of  March  previous.  He  was  tried  be- 
.  fore  Mr.  Justice  Weightman,  on  Friday,  July  20th.  Fenton  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  also  kept  a  public  house  at  Walker- 
ingham. The  number  of  persons  present  at  the  execution  was 
not  so  large  as  was  expected,  no  doubt  through  fear  of  a  repetition 
of  the  sad  accidents  which  took  place  at  that  of  Saville,  16  years 
before. 

September  2. — Grand  f^te  at  Basford  Park  for  the  benefit  of 
the  churches  and  schools  of  Basford  and  Cinder  Hill.  The  Bobin 
Hood  Bifle  band  was  engaged,  and  Mr.  Cox  well  ascended  in  his 
balloon.     There  were  from  15,000  to  16,000  persons  present. 

September  22. — The  Bobin  Hood  Bifles  held  their  first  divine 
service  parade  on  the  Castle  green. 

October  3. — Beview  and  government  inspection  of  the  Bobin 
Hood  Bifies,  on  which  occasion  the  regiment  was  presented  with 
colours  and  a  silver  bugle,  and  Adjutant  Jonathan  White  with  a 
charger  and  trappings,  the  whole  subscribed  for  and  the  colours 
worked  by  the  ladies  of  Nottingham.  The  colours  were  presented 
by  Lady  Belper,  the  bugle  by  Mrs.  Enfield,  and  the  charger  by 
Mrs.  Starey. 

October  6. — As  some  workmen  were  lowering  the  ground  in 
Great  Freeman-street  they  turned  up  a  number  of  warlike,  religious, 
and  other  implements,  which  had  undoubtedly  belonged  to  the 
ancient  Britons  before  the  Boman  invasion.  They  were  secured 
for  the  Free  Museum. 

October  25. — Died  at  his  seat,  Throsby  Park,  Nottingham- 
shire, Charles  Herbert  Pierrepont^  2nd  Earl  Man  vers,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  82  years.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  vault 
at  Holme  Pierrepont  church,  on  November  2nd.  His  personalty 
was  sworn  under  £80,000,  and  was  left  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween his  son  and  two  daughters. 

Novetnber  1. — The  Municiped  elections.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  candidates  and  the  votes  each  obtained : — St  Awn!$ 
Wofrd,  W.  Sylvester  526,  J.  Oldknow  521,  J.  Jx>ver8eed  i69 ; 
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Byron,  J.  J.  Edwards  454,  G.  R  Cowen  460,  J.  Wood  369,  J.  I860 
Ash  well,  senr.,  369;  Castle,  W.  Parsons  and  J.  Brown;  ExcJi4Xiige, 
W.  Wright  347,  S.  Palethorpe  342,  J.  Comyn  128,  W.  Greaves 
124;  SL  Mary's,  T.  Adams  349,  S.  Turner  352,  H.  Mallet  44, 
O.  Parkin  43  ;  Park,  W.  Wright  and  L.  Hartij ;  Slierwood,  T. 
Ball  and  J.  Barber. 

November  6. — A  serious  fire  occuri-ed  in  the  hosiery  ware- 
house of  Messrs.  HoUins  k  Son,  Hounds-gate.  The  damage  was 
confined  to  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  and  was  estimated  at 
about  £1,000. 

November  9. — Mr.  T.  Cullen  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  W. 
Lambert,  BherifiT. 

November  25. — Divine  service  first  held  in  the  Theatre,  St 
Mary's-gate.  The  service  was  conducted  by  Capt.  Hutchinson, 
of  the  Royal  Artillery,  son  of  Dr.  Hutchinson,  late  of  Notting- 
ham. He  was  accompanied  on  the  stage  by  the  Mayor  (T. 
Cullen,  Esq.),  F.  J.  Hadden,  Esq.,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
Nottingham. 

November, — At  a  regimental  competition  the  Notts.  Militia 
or  Royal  Sherwood  Foresters  scored  more  hits,  and  exhibited  bet- 
ter shooting,  than  any  regiment  in  her  Majesty's  service,  whether 
of  the  guards  or  the  line. 


1861. 

January  3. — This  morning  great  excitement  prevailed  in  1861 
Tork-street  and  the  neighbourhood,  caused  by  the  extraordinary 
conduct  of  the  male  and  female  inmates  of  the  Workhouse ;  some 
of  the  men  having  threatened  to  set  fire  to  the  building  before  the 
day  was  over.  A  messenger  was  despatched  to  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Patchitt  (the  chairman),  and  Mr.  Turner  (the  vice-chairman), 
of  the  board,  information  being  also  given  to  the  police.  On  the 
arrival  of  these  gentlemen,  several  of  the  paupers  were  ordered 
to  be  confined  and  placed  under  low  dietary,  whilst  nine  were 
conveyed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  and  three  women  and  one 
man  at  once  discharged  from  the  Union. 

Janvary  4. — The  nine  inmates  of  the  Union  were  brought 
before  the  borouglf  Magistrates  upon  the  charges  of  riotous  con- 
duct and  insulting  the  Master  of  the  Workhouse.  The  evidence 
given  by  Mr.  White  being  corroborated  by  Mr.  Patchitt  and  Mr. 
Turner,  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  were  convicted  ;  eight  of  them 
being  committed  to  the  House  of  Correction  for  two  calendar 
months  with  hard  labour,  and  the  other  for  twenty-one  days. 

January  11. — This  evening,  the  Armstrong  company  was 
formally  incorporated  with  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  at  the 
Mechanics'  Hall,  and  the  customary  oath  of  allegiance  was  ad- 
ninistared  to  the  members. 
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1861  January  22,- At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Gnardiaiu^ 

Mr.  Turner,  the  vicoK^hainuan,  stated  that  in  comparison  with  the 
relief  statistics  of  the  corresponding  week  of  last  year,  there 
appeared  an  increase  of  462  in  the  house  and  4,398  persona  re- 
ceiving out-door  relief.  Taking  the  worst  week  during  the  last 
panic,  which  ended  on  the  9  th  February,  1858,  he  found  on 
referring  to  the  books,  that  at  that  period  there  was  in  the  house 
774  persons,  which  added  to  the  numbers  which  were  I'eceiving 
out<loor  relief,  namely,  5,262,  made  a  total  of  6,039.  This 
(Tuesday)  morning  the  numbers  in  the  house  were  1,051,  and 
those  receiving  out-door  relief  6,896,  in  all  7,947,  so  that  the 
relief  of  this  week  was  the  largest  ever  known,  being  an  increase 
over  the  worst  week  during  the  panic  of  277  in-door,  and  1,631 
out-door. 

Fdynwry  2. — Early  this  morning  when  some  heavy  drays  were 
passing  over  the  Midland  Eailway  bridge,  London-road,  the  ground 
was  observed  to  give  way.  An  examination  was  made,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  large  iron  girders  of  the  central  arch  had  snapped 
asunder,  causing  the  surface  to  lower  about  fourteen  inches. 

Ftkruary  18. — Nathaniel  Warren,  for  more  than  thirty 
years  landlord  of  the  Old  Ship  tavern,  Pelham-street,  died  rather 
suddenly.  He  was  a  native  of  Melbourne,  Derbyshire.  He  came 
to  reside  at  Nottingham  when  quite  a  youth,  and  was  for  some 
time  tap  lad  at  the  Postern  Gate,  Middle-pavement.  During  Nat's 
tenancy  the  Ship  tavern  acquired  more  than  a  local  popularity. 
Tears  ago,  his  little  bar  parlour  was  often  visited  by  ''poor 
authors,"  a  fact  of  which  he  was  very  proud.  The  Ship,  the  Cap- 
tain, and  his  tap  are  laudably  mentioned  in  Gideon  GUes^  a  novel 
written  by  Thomas  Miller,  the  Nottingham  basket-maker,  to 
whom  Nat  had  shown  many  acts  of  kindness.  The  deceased  was 
a  man  of  literary  tastes,  and  for  many  years  he  possessed  an  ex- 
tensive library,  containing  numerous  standard  works  on  theology, 
history,  &c  ;  most  of  which  he  disposed  of,  however,  about  three 
years  before  his  deatL  He  was  67  years  of  age,  and  had  been 
twice  married. 

March  7. — The  Spring  Assizes  for  the  town  and  county  of 
the  town  of  Nottingham  commenced  this  day,  the  judges  being 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Cockburn  and  Mr.  Justice  Crompton.  The 
calendars  comprised  the  cases  of  White  and  Davis,  for  forgery, 
and  of  Shipley,  for  the  same  offence.  The  iyfb  former  were  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  six  and  four  years  penal  servitude,  and 
Shipley  also  convicted  was  sentenced  to  three  years  of  the  same 
punishment 

March  12. — At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
this  day,  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  read  by  Mr. 
Turner  (vice-chairman),  from  which  it  appeared  on  comparing  the 
52  weeks  ending  Mardi  5th,  1861,  with  the  corresponding  period 
ending  March  6th,  1860,  there  were  in  the  House  this  time  last 
year  577  paupers ;  that  morning,  837 ;  being  260  more  than  there 
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WM  in  the  previous  year ;  and  in  the  out-door  book  the  numbers  1861 
were  this  time  last  year  2,562 ;  that  morning,  5,095  ;  showing  an 
increase  upon  the  out-door  book  of  2,533,  at  an  increased  expen- 
diture in  the  present  week  of  £139  13a  lid.  The  weekly 
average  number  of  persons  relieved  out-door,  from  March,  1859, 
to  March,  1860,  was  2,430,  at  a  cost  of  £157  5s.  5|d.;  and  the 
number  in  the  house  during  the  same  period  was  525.  The  weekly 
average^  from  March,  1860,  to  March,  1861,  was,  out-door,  3,247, 
at  a  cost  of  £226  10s.  6d.,  and  in  the  house,  during  the  same 
period,  650,  showing  a  weekly  increase  of  out-door  poor  of  917, 
at  a  cost  of  £69  5s.  0|d.;  and  in  the  house  of  125  inmate& 
The  total  of  the  expenditure  for  the  out-door  relief  daring  the 
52  weeks,  ending  March,  1860,  amounted  to  £8,178  48.  Id.;  and 
this  year  it  amounted  to  £11,779  6s.  lid.,  'showing  a  total  increase 
for  the  twelve  months  upon  out-door  reliefs  alone  of  £2,601  28.  9d. 
April  6. — The  population  returns  of  the  census  this  year, 
exhibited  the  subjoined  results : — 


MftlM. 

FeouJM. 

Total. 

Sl  Ann's 

9,483     ... 

10,596     ... 

,     20,079 

Byron 

6,620     ... 

8,053     ... 

.     14,673 

CaaOe 

2,986     ... 

3,737     ... 

.  6,723 

JSocchange 

4,192     ... 

4,772     .. 

8,964 

St  Jfari/s      ... 

3,006     ... 

3,653     ... 

6,659 

Park 

2,439     ... 

3,656     .. 

6,095 

Shenoood 

5,418     ... 

7,134     .. 

.     12,572 

LenUm 

2,676     ... 

3,002     ... 

5,678 

Radford 

4,774     ... 

6,418     ... 

.     10,192 

Hyson  Green  . . . 

1,686     ... 

1,875     ... 

3,561 

Sneinton 

5,144     ... 

5,904     ... 

11,048 

Afay  21. — ^The  Bobin  Hood  Rifles  inspected  by  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  on  the  Forest  cricket  ground,  and  a  high 
encomium  passed  upon  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  corps. 

June  6,  7,  &  8. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Owr  team  comprised 
C.  Brampton,  J.  Chatterton,  J.  Grundy,  R  Daft»  J.  Jackson,  G. 
Parr,  A.  Clark,  T.  Davis,  J.  Hogg,  R  C.  Tinley,  and  G.  Wootton, 
who  scored  130  and  138,  against  168  and  203,  losing  by  103 
runs. 

June  22. — ^The  five  days  bazaar  and  fancy  fair  in  aid  of  the 
battalion  fund  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  was  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful close.     The  gross  receipts  during  the  week  exce^ed  £1,600. 

July  2. — ^The  first  stone  of  the  church  for  the  district  of  St 
Luke  was  laid  by  Thomas  Adams,  Esq. 

Jtdy  6. — The  members  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifle  corps  mus- 
tered at  the  Exchange  Hall,  to  appoint  a  gentleman,  whose  name 
should  be  recommended  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  for 
the  appointment  of  Lieut-Colonel  to  the  regiment  The  result 
was  the  almost  unanimous  election  of  C.  I.  Wright,  Esq.  Tha 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  Dn  Ranjiom. 
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1861  Jvly  9. — ^At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 

the  board  consulted  as  to  the  best  means  of  relieving  the  distreae 
amongst  the  unemployed  operatives.  A  lengthened  discnsBion 
ensued,  and  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  of  fourteen  against  five, 
that  a  special  meeting  of  the  Guardians  should  be  held  on  the 
following  Thursday  morning,  to  consider  the  cases  of  all  persons 
who  gave  their  names  to  the  Relieving  Officers ;  and  that  to  every 
man  applying  for  relief  having  a  wife,  or  a  wife  and  one  or  two 
children,  the  Workhouse  should  be  offered,  but  that  for  every  man 
having  a  wife  and  three  or  more  children,  work  would  be  provided 
at  the  Forest,  on  a  reduced  scale  of  remuneration. 

J%dy  10. — The  Robin  Hood  Rifles  assembled  in  the  Park  to 
fire  9kf^i  dejoie  in  celebration  of  the  bii*thday  anniversary  of  her 
most  gracious  Majesty  tlic  Queen. 

July  21. — The  Rev.  T.  M.  Macdonald,  Honorary  Chaplain  of 
the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  performed  Divine  service  in  the  o\^xk  air 
in  the  Castle  parade  grounds.  About  600  of  the  corps  mustered 
on  the  occasion,  under  the  command  of  the  newly-appointed 
Lieut. -Colonel  C.  I.  Wright.  The  fine  band  of  the  corps,  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  Turpin,  accompanied  the  singing  with  a 
solemn  effect 

JtUy  25,  26,  &  27. — ^The  return  cricket  match  was  played  on 
the  Trent-bridge  gi-ound,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of 
Surrey,  when  the  home  team  was  composed  of  Viscount  Stanhope, 
Mr.  W.  Bury,  Mr.  R  B.  Earle,  R  Daft,  J.  Grundy,  G.  Parr,  T. 
Davis,  J.  Jackson,  R.  C.  Tinley,  C.  Brown,  and  G.  Wootton. 
Nottingham  scored  134  and  79,  Surrey  136  and  79  in  their  second 
innings  with  the  loss  of  two  wickets,  the  visitors  again  proving 
themselves  victorious. 

July  30. — M.  Blondia,  the  American  acrobat,  went  through 
his  daring  performance  in  the  Barrack  yard,  and  concluded  by 
carrying  a  man  across  the  rope  on  his  back. 

AugtLst  16. — Greorge  Smith,  of  Ilkeston,  who  was  convicted 
of  having  taken  away  the  life  of  his  only  surviving  parent  on  the 
1st  of  May  last,  and  sentenced  to  pay  the  utmost  penalty  of  the 
law,  was  publicly  executed  in  front  of  the  Derby  County  Gaol. 

Auguit  26,  27,  k  28. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  Gleorge  Parr's  eleven  and  twenty-two  of  the 
county,  for  the  benefit  of  George  Butler.  The  twenty-two  scored 
96  and  125,  and  the  eleven  87  and  135,  with  the  loss  of  five 
wickets. 

September  14. — ^The  remains  of  the  late  Ben  Caunt,  of  St. 

Martin's-lane,  London,  once  a  formidable  antagonist  in  the  prize 

ring,  were  conveyed  through  Nottingham  on  their  way  to  Huck- 

nall  Torkard  churchyard,  the  village  being  the  birthplace  of  Ben 

>         and  his  wife. 

September  30. — The  number  of  deaths  during  the  ten  years, 
1852 — 1861,  both  inclusive,  in  the  Borough  of  Nottingham  was 
17,887 ;  of  these  5,035  from  all  causes  had  died  under  the  age  of 
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one  year,  and  from  all  causes  8,226  had  died  before  reaching  the  1861 
age  of  five  years. 

October  3. — ^The  Robin  Rifle  Corps  inspected  and  reviewed 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  Colonel  McMurdo,  the  govern- 
ment inspector,  who  both  passed  a  very  high  eulogium  on  the 
corps  for  its  efficiency  and  martial  bearing. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St  Amit  Wctrdf 
W.  Knight  and  J.  Dobson ;  Byran^  W.  Lambert  and  W.  Brad- 
bury ;  CasUej  J.  Keely  and  T.  Flamson ;  Exchange,  W.  R.  Brewill 
and  C.  C.  Dennett ;  iSt  Mary^s,  K  Hart  and  J.  Bradshaw ;  Park^ 
T.  Keely  and  J.  W.  Bowers ;  Sherwood,  £.  P.  Cox  and  T.  Bentley. 
The  only  ward  contested  was  St  Ann'a 

November  8. — Mr.  Wills,  late  Chief  Warder  at  Birmingham, 
elected  by  the  borough  Magistrates  to  the  office  of  Qovemor 
of  the  Nottingham  House  of  Correction,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  David 
Musson  Jackson,  who  had  resigned.  There  were  150  applicants  for 
the  appointment 

November  9. — Mr.  Alderman  Birkin  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
Samuel  Butler,  Sheriff 

November  11. — Volunteer  funeral,  with  military  honours,  at 
the  General  Cemetery.  The  deceased,  Mr.  George  Newton, 
plumber,  aged  39  years,  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  No.  6 
Company,  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  and  was  universally  respected  by 
his  comrades.  His  death  was  occasiond  by  foul  air  in  a  pump- 
well  at  the  workhouse,  into  which  he  had  descended  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  inst  The  funeral  was  attended  by  about  150  of 
his  comrades,  with  the  band  of  the  regiment^  led  by  Mr* 
Turpin. 

November  14. — ^First  visit  of  Mr.  Registrar  Waterfield  to  the 
debtors'  gaol  at  Nottingham.  Under  the  new  bankruptcy 
regulations  he  cleared  the  prison  of  all  the  debtors. 

November  19. — ^The  Bishop  of  Oxford  preached  a  sermon  in 
Basford  church  in  aid  of  the  funds  for  its  renovation,  and  the 
collection  amounted  to  j£221 ;  an  additional  sum  of  £105  was 
subsequently  contributed  after  an  elegant  luncheon  at  which  the 
Vicar  of  Basford  presided. 

December  4. — A  fire  broke  out  in  the  premises  occupied  by 
Mr.  Husband,  lucifer  match  maker,  Leen-side,  and  the  entira 
stock-in-trade  was  destroyed. 

December  13. — ^A  fire  broke  out  among  the  oil  and  turpentine 
stores  underneath  the  shop  of  Mr.  Wood,  chemist  and  druggist^ 
Clumber-street  The  fire  was  confined  entirely  to  the  cellar,  and 
damage  done  to  the  extent  of  X300,  a  large  quantity  of  turpen- 
tine, oil,  and  miscellaneous  drugs  being  destroyed. 

December  20. — Chinese  bell,  captured  at  Canton,  presented  to 
Nottingham  by  the  officers  of  the  59th  (2nd  Nottinghamshire) 
Regiment  of  Foot 

December  23. — Places  of  business  closed  in  Nottingham  on 

3x 
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1861  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  the  Prince  Conflort^  who  died  at 
Windsor  Castle,  December  14th. 

December  26. — In  consequence  of  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Justioe 
Mellor,  the  townspeople  met  in  front  of  the  Exchange,  whc^re  sab- 
stantial  hustings  were  erected,  to  nominate  another  represcmtatiTeu 
After  the  usual  formalities,  Alderman  Cullen  nominated  Loid 
Lincoln,  which  was  seconded  by  J.  Heard,  Esq.;  and  Dr.  Thomp- 
son moved  the  nomination  of  Sir  Robert  Ju<^e8  Cliftoii,  Bart, 
who  was  seconded  by  Alderman  Reckless.  The  Sheriff  declared 
the  show  of  hands  to  be  in  favour  of  Sir  Robert,  and  Aldennan 
Cullen  demanded  a  poll  on  behalf  of  Lord  Lincoln,  whicih  took 
place  next  day. 

There  was  considerable  excitement  in  the  town,  and  tlie 
polling  places  were  surrounded  by  crowds,  principally  Sir  Robert 
Clifton's  supporters.  The  crowded  streets,  the  dashing  cabs,  tlw 
clamour  at  the  polling  booths,  and  the  closed  shops,  carried  tlw 
imagination  back  to  old  electioneering  days.  At  the  close  of  tlw 
poll  the  numbers  were : — Clifton,  2,546 ;  Lincoln,  1,144 :  majori^ 
for  Clifton,  1,402. 


1862. 

1862  January  9 — Monstre  coursing  match  at  Clifton    Pastura 

After  a  meet  with  Lord  Stamford  s  fox  hounds,  about  200  horae^ 
men  and  2,000  pedestrians  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  assembled, 
and  a  scene  of  indescribable  confused  ensued. 

Jammry  10. — A  series  of  most  daring  and  extraordinary 
burglaries  were  reported  to  the  police,  by  which  property  to  a 
large  amount  was  affected.  By  the  active  exertions  of  the  detec- 
tive police  several  of  the  perpetrators  were  subsequently  traced 
and  apprehended. 

February  1. — ^The  Poor  Law  Board  decided  to  annex  the 
extra-parochial  districts  of  Standard-hill,  the  Park,  and  the  limits 
of  the  Castle  of  Nottingham,  to  Basford  Union,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

February  3. — At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Nottingham 
Town  Council  a  pension  of  £75  per  annum  was  granted  to  Mr. 
David  Musson  Jackson,  by  a  majority  of  five. 

February  12. — Two  hundred  of  tJie  labourers  employed  in 
the  formation  of  the  now  recreation  ground,  on  Sherwood  Forest^ 
struck  work.  The  cause  of  the  stnke  was  dissatisfaction  given  to 
the  men  by  the  passing  of  a  new  minute,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Not- 
tingham Board  of  Guardian& 

February  20. —  Completion  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  spire 
of  Trinity  church,  which,  having  been  considered  unsafe,  had  been 
taken  down  and  rebuilt  two  feet  higher. 
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March  17. — Mr.  Peter  Black,  for  very  many  years  a  servant  lo62 
of  the  Nottingham  Board  of  Guardians,  died  in  the  union  work- 
house at  the  advanced  ^ge  of  88  years.  The  deceased  was  the 
oldest  official  connected  with  the  town  of  Nottingham,  having 
spent  upwards  of  50  years  in  the  administi*ation  of  the  poor  laws 
as  an  assistant  overseer.  He  had  latterly,  however,  been  unable 
to  discharge  the  more  active  duties  of  his  office,  and  had  been  in 
receipt  of  a  small  pension  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  but  this 
was  not  enough  to  supply  all  his  wants,  and  he,  therefore,  entered 
the  house. 

March  21. — Francis  Hart,  Esq.,  banker,  died. 

March  25. — M.  and  Madame  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt's 
concert,  to  procure  tickets  for  which  much  eagerness  had  been 
shown,  took  place  before  one  of  the  most  brilliant  audiences  that 
ever  assembled  within  the  Mechanics'  HaIL  In  addition  to  M.  and 
Madame  Goldschmidt  were  Mr.  Sims  Reeves,  Signor  Belletti, 
Mr.  Blagrove  (violin),  and  Signor  Piatti  (violoncello). 

March  25. — ^The  demolition  of  the  buildings  in  Chandlers- 
lane  and  Bottle-lane  to  form  Victoria-street  commenced. 

Ma/rch  28. — Great  flood  in  Nottingham  Meadows.  Many  of 
the  kitchens  of  the  newly-built  houses  were  several  feet  deep  in 
water. 

April  2. — ^William  Baldock,  a  printer  by  trade,  committed 
suicide  by  throwing  himself  into  the  tunnel  leading  from 
the  Derby-road  into  the  Park.  He  had  been  out  of  work  twelve 
months,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  despondency. 

May  5. — At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Nottingham^  Town 
Council  the  claim  to  a  superannuation  allowance  by  the  Rev.  S.  M. 
Lund,  Chaplain  to  the  Gaol,  was  rejected,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
a  new  chaplain  be  appointed  at  a  salary  of  £150  a  year;  and 
on  May  19  th,  the  Rev.  E.  Rogers,  curate  of  Christ  churchy  New 
Radford,  was  appointed. 

May  7. — Nottingham  and  neighbourhood  visited  by  a  very 
severe  thunderstorm. 

May  20. — At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
the  chairman  stated  that  on  reference  to  the  books  he  found  there 
had  not  been  so  small  a  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  since 
October,  1860. 

Jwive  6  k  7. — Cricket  match  at  Cambridge,  between  eleven  of 
Cambridge,  who  scored  96  and  148,  and  eleven  of  Notts.,  com- 
posed of  C.  Daft,  R  Daft,  C.  Brampton,  J.  Grundy,  A.  Clarke, 
W.  Horsley,  R  C.  Tinley,  J.  Smith,  J.  Jackson,  S.  Biddulph,  and 
G.  Wootton,  who  scored  100  and  145,  with  the  loss  of  seven 
wickets.     Nottingham  won  with  three  wickets  to  go  down. 

June  9. — ^The  second  fancy  fair,  bazaar,  and  flower  show  of 
the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  commenced  in  the  Castle  grounds,  and 
concluded  on  the  17th  instant  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee^ 
held  at  the  Police  Office,  the  Mayor  in  the  chair,  it  was  resolved  : 
<<  That  the  sum  of  £30   Os.  8d.,  being  the  amount  realized  after 
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1862  deducting  expenses,  be  forwarded  bj  the  Mayor  to  *the  central 
commi  tee  in  behalf  of  the  national  memorial  to  the  late  Prince 
Consort" 

JwM  \Z  k  H. — Cricket  match  at  Eennington  Oval,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey,  was  drawn  after  the  fint 
innings  on  account  of  the  weather.  Nottingham  scored  172, 
and  Surrey  108. 

Jun^  16. — About  300  persons  principally  men,  appecu^  in 
the  Market-place,  Nottingham,  drawing  a  large  waggon-load  of 
coals.  They  were  colliers  on  strike,  formerly  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  T.  North.  Many  of  them  seemed  to  be  in  state  of  great 
distress.  Members  of  the  body  went  round  the  square  soliciting 
contributions  in  boxes. 

Jvdy  3  k  4. — Return  cricket  match  on  the  Trent^bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Cambridge.  The 
home  team  comprised  C.  Daft,  K.  Daft,  C.  Brampton,  J.  Grundy, 
G.  PaiT,  J.  Jackson,  A.  Clarke,  E.  C.  Tinley,  S.  Biddulph,  G. 
Wootton,  and  W.  Bury,  Esq.,  who  scored  231  in  their  first  and 
only  innings,  and  their  opponents  45  and  147,  leaving  the  Notting- 
ham team  winners  by  an  innings  and  39  runa 

J%dy  15. — Celebration  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  N.A.LU.O.  of 
Odd  Fellows.  After  parading  the  principal  streets  with  bands, 
banners,  and  regalia,  the  members  proceeded  to  the  Arboretum. 
Dinner  was  provided  in  a  field  at  the  back  of  the  Arboretum ; 
but  the  intending  diners  had  scarcely  sat  down  when  a  heavy 
thunderstorm  came  on,  thoroughly  wetting  the  people  and  spoiling 
an  immense  quantity  of  provisions  The  storm  passed  as  rapidly 
as  it  had  come  on,  and  the  after  proceedings  were  of  the  usual 
character,  speeches  being  made  by  the  Bev.  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Wil- 
loughby,  Acting  Grand  Master  of  the  Order,  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton, 
Bart.,  M.P.,  and  others. 

Jvly  28,  29,  <fe  30. — Betum  cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Surrey  and  eleven  of  Notts.,  when  the 
visitors  scored  133  and  187,  and  the  home  team  224  and  99,  with 
the  loss  of  five  wickets. 

July  29. — Queen's-walk  having  been  raised  above  flood  level 
and  planted  with  trees,  was  completed  and  turfed  as  far  as  Kirke 
White-street. 

August  19. — William  Hannay,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Nottingham 
bench  of  magistrates,  and  local  managing  director  of  the  Midland 
Kail  way  Co.,  was  drowned  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Creux,  Sark, 
Channel  Islands.  The  deceased  and  his  two  sons  were  going  on 
board  the  steamer  Q'ii^en,  of  the  Seas  in  a  shore  boat,  when  as  they 
came  to  the  side  of  the  steamer  the  paddles  began  to  revolve,  and 
the  boat  was  capsized.  They  were  sJl  rescued  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Hannay,  who  it  appears  was  caught  in  the  paddles,  and 
whirled  round  several  times.  He  was  ultimately  found  clinging 
with  the  tenacity  of  the  death-grasp  to  one  of  the  paddles.  His 
body  was  brought  to  Nottingham,  and  was  buried  in  the  Church 
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Cemetery  on  the  26th,  in  the  presence  of  many  gentlemen 
of  influence  and  position.  A  handsome  monument  was  erected  to 
his  memory.     Mr.  Haunay  was  64  years  of  age. 

September  13. — A  body  of  pioneers  added  to  the  effective 
strength  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  and  made  their  first  appear- 
ance, properly  equipped,  at  church  parade  on  the  following 
Sunday.      '  ,         .      . 

September  30. — ^The  following  is  the  total  number  of  deaths 
for  the  ten  years  ending  September  30th,  1862  : — 
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1852  to  Septem 

iber  30,  1853  .. 

.  1,846 

1853       , 

1854  .. 

.  1,853 
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,      1855  .. 
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1855       , 

1856  .. 

.  1,625 

1856       , 

1857  .. 

.  1,629 

1857       , 

,      1858  .. 

.  1,996 

1858       , 

,      1859  .. 

.  2,401 

1859       , 

,      1860  .. 

.  1,773 

1860       , 

,      1861  .. 

.  1,840 

1861       , 

,      1862  .. 

.  1.698 

October  3. — Grand  review  and  inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood 
Rifles  on  the  Forest,  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  county,  and  Colonel  Dick,  the  government  inspector.  About 
20,000  spectators  were  assembled  on  the  occasion. 

October  4. — Old  copper  coinage  to  the  amount  of  £3,700  col- 
lected and  forwarded  to  the  Mint,  in  exchange  for  new,  by  Messrs. 
Clarke  k  Tansley  of  this  town ;  the  commission  on  whidi  amounted 
to  £74. 

October  9. — Death  of  Alfred  Thomas  Fellows,  Esq.,  of  Beeeton 
House,  principal  in  the  banking  firm  of  Hart,  Fellows,  &  Co., 
Bridlesmith-gate,  treasurer  of  the  Corporation  of  Nottingham 
during  a  period  of  26  years. 

October  14. — ^The  new  buildings  for  the  holding  of  the  County 
Courts,  St  Peter's-gate,  commenced. 

October  15. — Death  of  Miss  Ann  Burton,  of  Spaniel-row, 
aged  82  years,  a  generous  benefactress  to  the  poor,  and  a  munifi- 
cent supporter  of  the  local  charities  of  Nottingham.  The  new 
hospital  on  London-road  was  founded  and  endowed  by  the  deceased 
lady,  who  died  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

October  28. — ^The  appointment  of  a  chaplain  to  the  Notting- 
ham Union  determined  upon,  and  the  salary  fixed  at  £150  per 
annum ;  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  on  November  11th,  the 
R^v.  Mr.  Chettle  was  appointed. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St  Ann*s  Ward^ 
R  Annibal  and  W.  Skinner ;  Byron,  T.  Dickinson  and  J.  Hardy; 
Castle^  R  Hawkridge  and  G.  Levick ;  Exchange^  C.  Beck  and  R. 
Oakden ;  St  Ma/rj/s,  E.  Patchitt  and  G.  Shelton ;  Park,  J.  L. 
Thackeray  and  N.  Dickinson;  Sherwood,  W.  Page  and  T. 
Simpson. 


1«62 
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1862  November  9. — Mr.  Alderman  Birkin  appointed  Mayor  for  the 

fourth  time ;  Mr.  W.  Cliapman,  Sheriff;  and  the  following  Alder- 
men were  elected  : — Messrs.  W.  Felkin,  L.  Hejmann,  W.  Page, 
J.  Reckless,  W.  Knight,  T.  Cullen,  and  J.  Bradley. 

November  14. — Death  of  Ichabod  Wright,  Esq.,  of  Mapper- 
ley,  for  many  years  senior  partner  in  the  old-established  bank 
bearing  his  name.  The  venerable  gentleman  was  in  his  96tli 
year. 

November  18. — Election  of  Town  Councillors  for  St.  Ann's 
and  Sherwood  Wards  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  Messrs. 
W.  Knight  and  W.  Page  to  the  Aldermauic  bench.  For  the  first 
mentioned  ward  Mr.  W.  Whitehead  was  chosen ;  for  the  second, 
Mr.  S.  Butler. 

November  27. — ^The  statistics  of  the  Town  Gaol  showed  that 
the  number  of  prisoners  committed  (exclusive  of  those  sent  to 
prison,  remanded,  and  discharged  without  commitment)  was  in  the 
year  ending  September  25th,  1852,  396 ;  in  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 25diy  1861,  653 ;  and  in  the  year  ending  September  25th9 
1862,  689. 


1863. 

1863  Jarmary  27. — Nottingham  Lace  Market  or  Chamber  of  Com- 

merce opened  at  the  Com  Exchange. 

January, — The  viaduct  conveying  the  Wilford-road  over  the 
Midland  Railway  opened  this  month. 

February  24. --^t  Luke's  church,  Carl  ton-road,  consecrated 
by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  over 
£3,000. 

March  10. — The  rejoicings  in  Nottingham  on  the  marriage  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  were  of  the  most  heartily  unanimous  descrip- 
tion. To  say  that  the  town  had  never  presented  so  animated  an 
appearance  would  be  but  faint  praise ;  and  we  give  but  a  weak 
echo  to  the  spirit  that  pi*evailed  when  we  say  that  it  was  one  of 
unalloyed  love  and  loyalty  to  the  monarch  and  her  family.  The 
day  was  one  of  thorough  English  holiday  and  festivity  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end.  To  attempt  to  give  a  detailed  account 
of  the  proceedings  would  occupy  too  much  space ;  they  comprised 
a  procession  through  the  principal  streets,  the  formal  opening  of 
Victoria-street,  a  banquet  at  the  Exchange,  and  fireworks  *on  the 
Forest,  at  which  from  80,000  to  90,000  persons  were  present^ 
The  illumination  of  the  Exchange  and  many  other  buildings 
was  continued  until  the  1 4th,  when  the  festivities  concluded  with 
a  large  bonfire,  and  partial  illumination  of  the  Forest  with  varie* 
gated  lamps.  The  bonfire  was  composed  of  50  tons  of  coal,  40  of 
wood,  and  10  of  tar,  and  continued  burning  four  days.  A  public 
subscription  was  entered  into  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  cele- 
bration, and  the  sum  of  £1,058  48.  4d.  was  collected. 
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March  19. — Mr.  Win.  Wright  appointed  Alderman  in  the    1863 
room  of    Mr.   Biddle,  deceased,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Watts  elected 
Councillor  for  Park  Ward  as  his  successor. 

A2>ril  21. — Rope  and  pole  drags,  life  buoys,  &c.,  placed  at 
Wilford-ferry,  Trent-bridge,  «fcc. 

April  22. — A  youth  named  Henry  Wilford,  a  clerk  in  the 
oflSce  of  Mr.  Tarbotton,  Borough  Engineer,  found  drowned  in  the 
river  Leen.  He  had  been  employed  in  surveying  operations  in 
the  Eastcroft,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  had  &llen  and  been 
drowned  in  trying  to  jump  over. 

May  1. — First  pile  of  Wilford  bridge  driven. 

May  9. — A  lithographic  printing  establishment  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Messrs.  Kowalewski  k  Ck>.,  situate  in  Noi*raanton-street, 
off  Carrington-street,  destroyed  by  fire.  The  top  floor  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Warsop  with  lace  machines,  who  not  being  insured 
was  a  loser  to  the  extent  of  £600. 

May  14. — The  Kobin  Hood  Rifles  held  their  first  di ill  on 
Bulwell  Forest. 

May  16. — Part  of  the  Nottingham  Shambles  opened  by  cheese 
and  bacon  factors. 

May  26. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Independent  Methodist 
chapel,  Groat  Freeman-street,  laid. 

May  26. — FIte  at  Nottingham  Castle  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rifle  fund.  It  was  concluded  on  Saturday  the  30th,  with  a  balloon 
ascent  by  Jackson,  of  Derby.  During  the  week  £550  had  been 
taken  at  the  gates. 

JuTie  1. — Main  subway  under  Victoria  and  Queen-streets 
completed.  This  subway  and  that  under  Lister-gate  were  the  first 
built  out  of  London. 

June  11. — Laying  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Congregational 
chapel.  Castle-gate.  This  building  is  entitled  to  rank  amongst 
the  first  Nonconformist  places  of  worship.  The  interior  is  especially 
beautiful,  and  will  seat  1,300  persons.  The  aocoustic  properties 
are  of  the  highest  character.  The  organ  is  a  very  fine  one.  Mr. 
James  Hall  v(as  the  builder  of  the  fabric,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Sutton, 
architect. 

June  12  <k  13. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Kent  The  home  team 
were  C.  Daft,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Grundy,  R.  Daft,  G.  Parr,  Mr. 
Howsin,  A.  Clarke,  C.  Brampton,  R.  C.  Tinley,  S.  Biddulph,  and 
G.  Wootton,  who  scored  135  and  256.  Kent  scored  109  and  41 
for  the  loss  of  six  wickets,  when  time  being  called  the  match  was 
drawn. 

June  22,  23,  k  24. — Cricket  match  at  Bradford,  between  the 
same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  G.  Smith  in  the  place 
of  C.  Brampton,  when  the  representatives  of  Notts,  scored  128 
and  88,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  144  and  73  for  the 
loss  of  two  wickets. 

Jwne  25. — Foundation  stone  of  All  Saints'  church  laid.     It 
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1863  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  Gothic  art,  and  with  th<^  schools  and 
parsonage  adjoining,  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  W.  Windlej,  Esq., 
a  merchant  of  Nottingham,  who  laid  the  foundation  stone. 
Messrs.  Hine  k  Evans,  architects. 

June  30. — ^Three  tradesmen  of  Nottingham,  one  of  them  being 
a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  fined  at  the  borough  Police  court 
for  having  on  the  21st  June,  unlawfully  damaged  the  Chinese  bell 
in  the  Arboretum. 

JtUy  9,  10,  <&  11. — The  return  cricket  match  was  plajed  on 
the  Trent-bridge  ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of 
Yorkshire.     The  visitors  scored  243  and  94,  and  the  Notts,   men' 
162  and  181,  winning  by  six  runs.      There  was  very  great  excite- 
ment towards  the  close,  the  Yorkshire  team  being  a  very  strong  one. 

Juli/  23  <&  24. — ^The  return  cricket  match  between  eleven 
of  NottsL  and  eleven  of  Kent  was  played  at  Cranbrook,  which 
ended  in  a  complete  victory  for  the  Notts,  team.  Kent  scored  58 
and  45,  Nottingham  first  and  only  innings  280,  of  which  Jackson 
scored  100. 

Auguit  13,  14,  &  15. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  for  the  benefit  of  F.  Tinley,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and 
fourteen  Free  Foresters,  which  ended  in  a  tie.  The  county  eleven 
scored  115  and  211,  and  the  Fi-ee  Foresters  114  and  212. 

AiLgust  24. — Grand  f^te  in  Basford  Park,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  General  Hospital,  at  which  Mr.  James  Chambers,  son  of  the 
aeronaut  of  that  name  lost  his  life.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Coxwell 
was  to  have  made  the  ascent,  but  being  a  heavy  man  doubted  the 
buoyancy  of  the  gas  being  sufficient  to  bear  his  weight,  when 
Chambers,  who  was  a  much  lighter  man,  and  had  previously  made 
27  ascents,  volunteered  the  trip,  which  was  made  slowly  but 
grandly.  The  balloon,  with  the  ill-fated  Chambers  in  the  car, 
had  not  been  up  five  minutes  when  it  entered  a  dense  cloud  and 
was  completely  hidden  from  view.  After  a  minute  or  two  the 
balloon  re-appeared  beneath  the  rain  cloud  fearfully  collapsed,  the 
upper  surface  being  pressed  down  towards  the  car.  It  fell  with 
frightful  rapidity  towards  the  earth,  and  every  spectator  of  the 
scene  feared  that  some  dreadful  disaster  had  occurred.  During 
this  time  a  heavy  rain  shower  was  falling,  forcing  all  but  the  most 
eager  spectators  to  seek  shelter.  In  about  twenty  minutes  a  man 
rode  into  the  park  and  stated  that  the  balloon  had  descended  in  a 
field  at  Arnold,  and  that  Chambers  was  a  corpse.  After  a  consul- 
tation the  committee  put  a  stop  to  the  bands  and  other  amuse- 
ments, and  the  company  slowly  and  sadly  left  the  park.  Chambers 
was  36  years  of  age,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  mat  department  of 
the  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  which  institution  he  did 
not  leave  until  four  o'clock  that  afternoon,  so  could  not  have  been 
many  minutes  on  the  ground  before  his  ofifer  to  pilot  the  balloon 
was  accepted.     He  left  a  widow  and  five  children. 

September  13. — Memorial  window  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Prince  Consort  opened  at  the  east  end  of  St.  Mary's  church.     It 
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is  a  superb  work  of  art,  worthy  of  the  town  and  of  the  exalted  1863 
character  of  the  good  and  virtuous  Prince,  of  whom  it  will  be  a 
monument  to  succeeding  generations  of  worshippers  in  the  sacred 
pile  it  noTT  ornaments.  In  the  upper  portion  are  represented  the 
arms  of  England  quai*tered  with  those  of  Saxe-Goburg,  and  with 
Prince  Albert's  own  arms.  On  tlie  left  are  the  Nottingham  aims, 
and  on  the  right  the  arms  of  the  diocese  of  Lincoln.  Below  the 
coats  of  arms  are  four  angels  bearing  scrolls,  representing  Pru- 
dence, Justice,  Fortitude,  and  Temperance,  and  figures  of  the  four 
evangelists,  while  the  lower  portion  is  filled  with  scenes  from 
the  life  of  the  Redeemer.  The  whole  is  in  reality  a  most  meri- 
torious work  of  art,  and  is  the  production  of  Messrs.  Hardman 
and  Co.,  of  London  and  Birmingham. 

September  17. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Unitarian  churchy 
Peas  Hill-road,  laid  by  Mr.  Enfield.  It  will  hold  about  400  per- 
sons, and  cost  £900,  exclusive  of  the  land.     R.  C.  Sutton,  architect. 

September  24. — Mr.  K  Heard  Hurst,  and  a  boy  named  Brom- 
ley, drowned  through  the  upsetting  of  a  boat  in  the  attempt  to 
pass  through  a  centre  arch  of  the  Trent-bridge,  and  Mr.  John 
Hurst  nearly  lost  his  life  in  the  endeavour  to  dave  that  of  his  brother. 

Sepiernier  28. — Foundation  stone  of  St  Saviour's  church, 
Arkwnght-street,  laid  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

September  28. — Foundation  stone  of  St  Ann's  church,  St 
Ann's  Well-road,  laid  by  Earl  Manvera. 

September  29. — Messrs.  Glashier  <&  Cox  well  made  a  scientific 
balloon  ascent  from  the  Gas  Works,  Wolverhampton,  and  passed 
over  the  Midland  counties,  being  distinctly  visible  at  Derby, 
Castle  Donington,  and  Nottingham.  After  a  voyage  of  4|  hours, 
they  descended  about  six  miles  from  Sleaford,  Lincolnshire. 
Their  height  when  passing  over  Nottingham  was  about  34  miles. 

Octc^er  5. — Annual  inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  on 
Bui  well  Forest,  at  which  John  Hebb  Newton  lost  his  life  under 
the  following  circumstances : — On  the  return  to  the  train  he  was 
running  to  rejoin  his  company  when  his  bayonet  fell  out,  and  he 
fell  on  it,  causing  a  wound  in  the  left  breast  from  six  to  eight 
inches  deep.  He  was  taken  to  the  Creneral  Hospital,  wh^re  ha 
expired  on  the  9th.  He  was  buried  on  the  13th,  with  military 
honours,  at  the  Church  Cemetery,  where  a  stone  has  been  erected 
to  his  memory  by  the  battalion. 

October  6. — A  slight  shock  of  earthquake  was  felt  early  in 
the  morning  in  Nottingham,  and  in  most  parts  of  the  country. 

October  18. — Methodist  Independent  church  opened  by  the 
Rev.  H.  Hunter  and  the  Rev.  J.  R  Little. 

October  22. — Grand  masonic  procession  from  the  Market-place 
up  Mansfield-road  and  through  the  Arboretum  to  Waverley-street, 
On  the  occasion  of  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  the  School  of 
Art  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Provincial  Grand  Master 
of  the  Order.  He  was  assisted  by  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
Nottingham. 

3t 


526  THE   NOTTIKOnAM    DATE-BOOK. 

18G3  October  29.— Mr.  John  Wycr,  late  of  Milton-fitreet,  died  be- 

queathing £1,000  to  the  Hospital,  £500  Dispensary,  ^^500  New 
Lunatic  Asylum,  £500  Blind  Institution,  also  £1,000  each  to  tlie 
parishes  of  St.  Mary,  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Nicholas,  the  int^'est  to 
be  distributed  annually  by  the  incumbent  and  churehwardens 
amongst  the  aged  and  deserving  poor  in  sums  not  ezoeedin^  JSI 
each.  He  was  interred  in  the  family  yault  in  St.  Mary's  <^urcii- 
yard,  on  November  6th. 

Nov&nnher  2. — The  Municipal  elections.  The  only  ward  con- 
tested was  St.  Ann's,  and  the  members  returned  were,  St,  jlnn'j^ 
J.  Oldknow  and  D.  W.  Heath ;  Bf/ron,  J.  Lambert  and  G.  B. 
Kothera;  Castle,  W.  Parsons  and  J.  Brown;  BxehangBf  W.  Wright 
and  S.  Palethorpe ;  St  Mari/a,  T.  Adams  and  S.  Ttuner ;  Farik, 
L.  Hardy  and  N.  Hurst ;  Sherwood,  T.  Ball  and  J.  Barber. 

November  4. — A  large  hay  shed  and  some  other 
destroyed  by  fire  in  Wheatley's  croft,  at  the  south  end  of  Sher- 
wood-street * 

November  5. — ^The  workshops,  timber-yard,  &c,  of  Mr.  Foster, 
timber  merchant,  of  Beeston,  destroyed  by  fire.  The  damage  was 
about  £2,000. 

Noverrber  9. — Mr.  W.  Parsons  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  F.  R 
Baker,  Sheriff. 

November  21. — Died  in  London,  Samuel  Hall,  Esq.,  fomierlT 
of  Basford  Hall,  near  Nottingham,  brother  to  the  late  Marshau 
Hall,  Esq.,  and  the  inventor  of  the  process  of  gassing  laoe,  and 
many  improvements  in  the  process  of  bleaching,  &c. 

November  28. — A  serious  fire  occurred  in  the  hosiery  ware- 
house of  Mr.  G.  Johnson,  Wheeler-gate. 

December  2  k  3. — During  two  days  a  fearful  gale  was  ex- 
perienced in  Nottingham,  which  did  immense  damage  to  roofii, 
chimneys,  and  buildings  of  every  description  in  all  parts  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood. 

December  9. — Three  trees  planted  on  Mansfield-road,  being  tlie 
first  of  a  row  from  the  Bluecoat  School  to  the  top  of  the  road. 

Completion  of  an  erection  in  the  Arboretum  for  the  Chinese 
bell,  presented  by  the  59th  Regiment.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a 
parallelogram,  having  in  the  centre  an  octagonal  pagoda'^like  struc- 
ture in  which  the  bell  is  hung,  and  at  each  comer  a  cannon  captured 
at  Sebastopol.     The  cost  of  the  erection  was  upwards  of  £700. 


1864 

18G4  Jtmtt^Ary, — At  the  commencement  of  this  year  the  open  stalhi 

in  the  Market-place  were  generally  lighted  with  gas,  the  Gas  Ca's 
charges  being  6d.  per  light  per  night  for  the  winter  months,  and 
3d.  per  night  for  the  summer  mondbs. 
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The  main  culverts  from  Arkwrightrstreet,  under  the  London-    1864 
road,  completed  at  the  cost  of  about  £2,000. 

January  9. — ^The  Fire  Brigade  called  to  fires  in  Barker-gate, 
Orom well-street,  and  Pelham-street,  none  of  them  of  a  serious 
natura 

Janwvry  21. — A  large  concourse  of  people  assembled  in  the 
Market-place  to  witness  the  trial  of  Shand  k  Mason's  steam  fire 
engine.     1-inch  hose  projected  water  130  feet. 

Marck  2. — Falling  in  of  a  circus  building  for  Mr.  R  Franconi, 
by  which  four  persons  were  injured.  It  is  a  most  singular  cir- 
cumstance that  a  similar  accident  happened  prior  to  that  gentleman's 
visit  to  Nottingham  14  years  before. 

Maa^  9. — ^The  Trent  having  overflowed  its  banks,  the  water 
at  this  date  had  reached  a  greater  heisht  than  had  been  attained 
by  any  inundation  since  the  memorable  one  of  1852.  The  water 
rose  eight  feet  in  forty-eight  hours,  causing  much  inconvenience 
by  the  flooding  of  the  houses  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Meadows. 

'May  9. — Opening  of  a  new  reservoir,  Bobin  Hood's  Chase, 
capable  of  holding  two  and  a  half  million  gallons  of  water.  This 
reservoir  was  made  to  prevent  any  inconvenience  which  might 
arise  from  the  cleansing  or  repairing  the  one  in  tho  same  neigh- 
bourhood noticed  in  a  former  portion  of  this  work,  to  which  it  is 
similar  in  conformation  with  the  exception  that  it  is  three  times  the 
size,  being  220  feet  long  by  133  feet,  and  covers  an  acre  and  a  half  of 
ground.  It  was  oonstructed  by  Messrs.  Loverseed  k  Hine,  at  the 
cost  of  £3,000. 

May  11. — Joieph  Shaw,  last  surviving  founder  of  the  Not- 
tingham Imperial  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  died,  aged  76  years. 
Interreil  in  the  General  Cemeteiy,  where  a  monument  has  been 
erected  to  his  memory  by  the  fraternity. 

May  16. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Wesleyan  chapel  and 
schools,  Arkwright-street,  laid  by  Thomas  Oliver,  Esq.,  of  Boiling- 
ton,  near  Macclesfield.  The  cost  of  the  building  (not  including 
the  site)  was  about  X2,500.     Mr.  T.  H.  Lomas,  architect 

May  28.— Review  of  22,000  volunteers  in  Hyde  Park  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  when  the  Robin  Hoods  again  bore  the  palm,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts : — "  The  1st  Notts.  (Robin 
Hoods)  were  as  near  perfection  as  it  was  possible  to  be." — Daily 
Telegraph,  "  The  Commander-in-Chief  must  be  more  than  mortal, 
or  less  than  a  soldier,  if  he  did  not  cast  a  longing  eye  on  those 
serried  files  of  Lincoln  green.  So  great  was  the  interest  excited 
by  their  appearance,  that  the  volunteer  corps  which  had  just  made 
the  circuit  of  the  field  and  returned  to  their  position  cheered  them 
enthusiastically  again  and  again." — Times, 

June  2. — As  a  man  named  William  Beals  was  grindii^  hot 
plates  for  the  tops  of  kitchen  ranges,  at  Goddard's  factory,  Alfred- 
street  North,  the  stone,  weighing  22  cwt,  suddenly  broke^  the 
pieces  flying  in  all  directions,  killuig  him  on  tho  spot,  and  serious- 
ly injuring  the  furnace  tenter,  named  Keetley. 
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1864  June  2. — E.  J.  Lowe,  Esq.,  writing  to  the  Times  Bays  : — 

"  Allow  me  to  record  the  most  severe  cold  ever  recollected  here  in 
June,  30*  b'  on  the  1st;  and  31**  T  on  the  2nd.  The  temperature 
on  grass  was  as  low  as  23**  3',  or  8**  T  of  frost"  Many  potatoes 
(which  were  two  feet  high)  killed  to  the  ground,  as  well  as  French 
and  kidney  beans. 

Jtune  9. — A  man  named  Samuel  West  lost  his  life  from  the 
foul  air  in  the  cellar  of  the  Fisherman's  Rest,  Mount  East-street, 
and  a  young  woman,  the  servant,  was  recf  ued  in  a  very  exhausted 
state. 

June  13  k  14. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  groond, 
between  eleven  of  Notts.,  composed  of  C.  Daft,  W.  Oscroft,  C. 
Brampton,  R  Daft,  T.  Bignall,  J.  Qnindy,  A.  Shaw,  G.  Wootton, 
S.  Biddulph,  Y.  Tinley,  and  M.  M'Intyre,  and  eleven  of  Kent. 
The  visitors  scored  62  and  124,  and  the  home  team  224  in  their 
first  innings,  winning  by  an  innings  and  38  runs. 

June  16. — The  opening  services  of  the  Unitarian  church  and 
schools,  Peas  Hill-road,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Brooke  Herford 
and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Smith,  minister  of  the  church. 

June  20. — Laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  a  new  chapel 
and  schools,  in  Alfred-street  Central,  by  Sidney  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Nottingham,  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Free  Chnrch.  It 
will  seat  from  600  to  700  persons,  and  the  cost  was  about  £1,500. 
Mr.  T.  Simpson,  architect. 

June  30,  <fe  July  I  k  2. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  gronnd, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The  home 
team  scored  124  and  138,  and  the  visitors  125  and  236,  winning 
by  99  runs. 

July  1. — ^The  business  of  Messrs.  Hine,  Mundella,  k  Ca 
formed  into  the  Nottingham  Manufacturing  Ca,  Limited,  with  a 
capital  of  £200,000,  in  10,000  shares  of  £20  each. 

July  4,  5,  k  6. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  between 
the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  (with  the  exception  of  T.  Bignall  in  the 
room  of  G.  Parr)  as  played  Yorkshire  the  previous  week,  and 
eleven  of  Surrey,  who  won  the  toss  and  went  in  first,  scoring  468, 
of  which  H.  H.  Stephenson  contributed  119,  T.  Lockyer  not  out 
108,  and  T.  Humphrey  75.  The  men  from  the  lace  county  fol- 
lowed with  283  and  188  leaving  Surrey  4  to  win,  which  they 
obtained  without  losing  a  wicket. 

July  15. — A  fire  occurred  early  this  morning,  which  destroyed 
what  was  known  as  the  ''  Bobbin  Mill,"  in  Hermitage-square,  and 
at  one  time  threatened  several  dwelling-houses  in  close  proximity 
to  it ;  but  owing  to  the  well  directed  exertions  of  the  fire  brigade 
they  were  ultimately  saved.  The  damage  was  estimated  at  up- 
wards of  £700.  The  previous  mill  on  this  site  was  totally  destroyed 
by  fire  on  the  20th  of  May,  1861. 

July  \^  k  19. — Cricket  match  at  Lord's  ground,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Cambridge.  Our  team  scored 
59  and  158,  and  Cambridge  122  and  113,  winning  by  18  mna. 
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July  21,  22,  &  23. — The  return  cricket  match  between  eleven    1864 
of  Kent  and  eleven  of  Notts,  was  played  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
when  Notts,   scored   143  and  165,  and  the  men  of    Kent   124 
and  )10,  losing  by  74  runs. 

July  28  &  29. — Return  cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  The  home 
team  scored  107  and  81,  and  the  visitors  127  and  63,  winning 
by  two  runs. 

Atigust  4,  5,  &  6. — Return  cricket  match  between  eleven  of 
Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  183  and  112,  and 
Notts.  263  and  33  with  the  loss  of  three  wickets. 

Atugust  10. — Execution  pf  Richard  Thomas  Parker,  aged  29 
years,  in  front  of  the  Ck>unty  Hall,  Nottingham,  for  the  murder 
of  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Parker,  at  Fiskerton,  on  the  16th  of 
May. 

September  18. — ^The  place  of  the  Wilford  ferry  boat  supplied 
by  a  temporary  wooden  structure  for  foot  passengers  and  horses, 
until  the  completion  of  the  new  iron  suspension  bridga 

September  26. — St.  Saviour's  church,  Arkwright-street,  conse- 
crated by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  It  will  accommodate  731  per- 
sons on  the  ground  floor,  and  the  cost  was  £2,975.  Mr.  R.  C.  Sutton 
was  the  architect. 

September  26. — St  Ann's  church,  St  Ann's  Well-road,  conse- 
crated by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  It  has  822  sittings,  of  which 
532  are  free.  It  was  designed  by  Mr.  R.  Clarke,  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  was  £3,100. 

October  18. — Opening  of  the  Wesleyan  chapel  and  school- 
rooms, Arkwright-street,  by  the  Rev.  S.  D.  Waddy,  D.D.,  of 
London.  Mr.  Lomas,  of  Fletcher-gate,  was  the  architect,  and  Mr. 
Ellis,  of  Great  Freeman-street,  the  builder.  The  cost  was  about 
£2,200.     The  chapel  will  seat  about  750  persona 

October  18. — Death  of  Henry  Pelham  Clinton,  5th  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  at  Clumber,  aged  53  years.  He  was  interred  in  the 
family  mausoleum  at  Markham  Clinton,  October  27  th. 

October  30. — Elegant  stained  glass  wiiidow  presented  to  St. 
Matthew's  church  by  Messrs.  Lambert 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St  Ann* 8  Ward^ 
J.  Dobson  and  F.  R  Baker ;  Byron,  W.  Lambert  and  J.  Sweet ; 
Castle,  F.  W.  Parsons  and  T.  Flamson ;  Exdkange,  W.  R  Brewill 
and  W.  Hammersley ;  St  Mary* By  J.  Bradshaw  and  J.  Wood ; 
Piwk,  T.  Keely  and  J.  W.  Bowers;  SJierwoody  E.  P.  Cox  and 
R  F.  Chatwin. 

November  3. — Consecration  of  All  Saints'  church  by  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  on  which  occasion  the  Mayor  (W.  Parsons, 
Esq.)  and  the  Corporation  of  Nottingham  attended  in  their 
official  robes.  The  entire  cost  of  the  church,  schools,  and  par- 
sonage was  about  £10,000. 

NoveTnher  9. — Mr.  W.  Page  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  John 
Place,  Slieriff. 
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1865. 

-tQf^t^  January  1. — Incendiary  fire  at  the  Manor  House  {arm,  Old 

icoD   Saeinton,  belonging  to  Major  Davidfion. 

March  6. — The  vane  aifixed  to  the  spire  of  All  Saints'  church. 
It  stands  8  feet  2  inches  from  the  masonry  of  the  spire,  and  the 
cock  is  at  the  height  of  177  feet  9  inches  from  the  ground. 

March  14. — Opening  services  of  the  United  Methodist  Free 
church,  Dane-street  and  Alfred-street  Central  It  is  built  in  the 
Italian  style,  from  the  designs  of  Mr.  T.  Simpson,  architect^  of 
Nottingham,  and  will  seat  between  600  and  700  perscuuL  The 
cost  of  erection  was  upwards  of  £1,800.  Mr.  Hollo  way,  junr., 
was  the  contractor. 

March  31. — Statement  of  the  total  expenditure  of  the  Not- 
tingham Union  from  1851  to  1865,  under  every  head,  indudiug 
common  charges,  cost  of  lunatics,  registration,  ^,  for  the  year 
ending  March  31,  1852,  £13,760  2a  6d.;  1853,  £13,279  7&  2d.; 
1854,  £14,407  4a  5d.;  1855,  £17,836  13&  lid;  1856,  £20,153 
7&  lOd.;  1857,  £16,780  19s.  lOd;  1858,  £20,900  2s.  7d.;  1859, 
£19,067  9b.  6d.;  1860,  £18,770  15a  7d.;  1861,£26,151  13&10d.; 
1862,  £30,019  15a  5d;  1863,  £28,405  3&  lOd.;  1864^  £26,497 
19a  9d;  1865,  about  £24,000. 

March. — Memorial  window  to  the  late  Duke  of  Newcastle 
placed  in  Basf  ord  church,  representing  the  magi  adoring  the  in£ant 
Saviour,  with  the  text  ''Glory  to  God,"  di^,  and  the  traoery 
contains  the  badges  of  the  late  Duka  It  is  from  the  design  oi 
Messrs.  Ballantine  k  Son,  Edinburgh. 

April  l.-Mr.  Simpson,  surgeon  dentist,  and  his  niece,  drowned 
at  Colwick.  He  had  taken  a  boat  at  Whitty's  wharf,  and  gone 
down  the  river.  It  was  supposed  that  a  short  distanoe  above  the 
weir  he  had  jumped  out  of  the  boat,  causing  it  to  shoot  from  the 
bank,  and  that  in  swimming  after  it  both  he  and  the  boat  had 
been  carried  over  the  weir.  Mr.  Simpson's  body  was  found  on 
the  4th,  that  of  the  young  lady  on  the  previous  day. 

April  1. — Mr.  John  Green,  Chapel-bar,  killed  by  a  lEall  from 
his  horse,  while  out  with  Mr.  Musters's  hounds. 

April  2. — New  Theatre,  Parliament-street,  commeneed. 

April  7. — ^The  old  Theatre  closed  with  a  crowded  house  for 
the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Saville,  the  proprietress. 

April  15. — Fire  at  Mr.  Chunble'cf,  cork  cutter,  Bridlenoith- 
gate,  £400  to  £500  damage. 

April  17. — The  old  Theatre  Boyal  opened  as  the  Alhambra 
concert  room,  by  Mr.  R.  Middleton. 

May  4. — Mr.  A  J.  Maltby  elected  a  member  of  the  Notting- 
ham Town  Council  for  St.  Mary's  Ward  to  supply  jkhe  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Wood. 

May  8. — The  ^ne  peal  of  eight  bells  hung  by  Messrs*  Taylor, 
of  Loughborough,  in  the  tower  of  All  Saints'  church  first  heard. 
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The  total  weight  of  the  bells  is  78cwt.  2qr.  15&>,  the  tenor  bell  1^65 
weighing  17cwt  llfi>.  A  full  peal  was  not  rung  on  the  bells,  as 
the  vibration  mi^t  have  had  a  damaging  effect  on  the  masonry  of  the 
newly-built  tower,  but  under  the  direction  of  the  architect  three 
plain  courses  of  trebles  were  rung  during  the  day,  and  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  only  to  be  chimed  until  October,  when 
full  peals  might  with  safety  be  rung. 

May  22. — Foundation  stone  of  a  building  in  the  Horse  Fair 
close  for  a  Working  Men's  Industrial  Exhibition  laid  by  the 
Mayor  (William  Page,  Esq.),  attended  by  the  Ck>rporation  of  Not- 
tingham, the  heads  of  the  Municipalities  of  Derby,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Stamford,  Boston,  Newark,  and  Grantham,  the  Committee 
of  Management,  <fea«  The  building  was  of  Gothic  style  in  the  form 
of  an  elongated  octagon,  was  200  feet  long,  57  feet  wide  in  out- 
side dimensions,  and  42  feet  high  in  the  oentre  within  the  nave, 
and  had  a  continuous  gallery  12  feet  wide. 

May  25. — ^The  most  alarming  fire  that  had  happened  in  Not- 
tingham for  several  years  occurred  at  the  bonnet  manufactory  of 
Mr.  Marriott,  St  Mary's-gate.  The  premises  were  gutted  and 
great  fears  were  entertained  that  the  adjoining  warehouses  would 
fall  a  prey  to  the  devouring  element.  The  damage  was  estimated 
at  £12,000. 

May  27. — ^Partial  destruction  by  fire  of  Mr.  Pownall's, 
marine  stores,  Manvers-street,  Sneinton.  The  premises  had  been 
completely  burnt  down  on  the  5th  of  the  previous  November,  and 
had  been  replaced  by  a  substantial  brick  building,  whidi  was  much 
damaged,  but  not  completely  destroyed. 

June  1,  2,  ds  3. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Sussex.  Our  team  comprised 
W.  Oscrof t,  C.  Brampton,  T.  Bignall,  R.  Daft,  G.  Parr,  J.  Grundy, 
A.  Shaw,  G.  Wootton,  S.  Biddulph,  J.  Jackson,  and  R  C.  llnley. 
Sussex  scored  84  and  88,  Nottingham  208,  winning  by  an  innings 
and  86  runs. 

June  19. — ^The  new  School  of  Art,  Waverley*-street,  opened 
by  an  exhibition  of  almost  innumerable  objects,  which  included 
remarkably  fine  collections  of  paintings,  sculpture,  ardiitectural 
drawings,  textile  ^brics,  lace,  ancient  and  modlem  pottery,  works 
in  metal,  also  a  selection  of  art  treasures  from  the  Rojral  Museum, 
South  Kenidngton.  The  proceedings  opened  with  »  oonverMiione, 
which  attracted  a  numerous  company  <k  visitors. 

June  26. — Serious  election  riot  It  havii^  been  annoonoed 
that  a  grand  open  air  demonstration  would  be  held  by  the  sup- 
porters of  Charles  Paget  and  Samuel  Morley,  and  Uiat  the  work- 
men of  the  latter  with  Uieir  friends  were  coming  from  all  parts 
of  the  county,  the  excursionists  were  met  at  the  station  about 
5.30  p.m.  by  a  crowd  of  persons,  when  commenced  such  a  scene 
of  stone  throwing  as  had  not  occurred  in  the  good  old  town  of 
Nottingham  for  many  years.  Mr.  Morley's  friends  eventually 
fought  their  way  to  a  platform  in  the  Great  Market-place  amid 
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186*)  showeni  of  stones,  which  they  held  for  a  time  antil  their  opponents 
made  an  attack  which  sent  them -flying  in  all  direcdoiUL  A  light 
havinf^  been  procured,  the  platform  was  loon  one  blaiing  pila^ 
The  riotors  thou  spread  themselves  throughoat  the  town  breaking 
the  windows  of  obnoxious  parties,  amongst  which  we  may  mention, 
the  Daily  Express  office,  Paget  k  Morley's  oommittee  rooms. 
Wheeler-gate,  James  Sweet,  bookseller,  &c  The  riot  was  quelled 
by  about  nine  o'clock.  During  the  affray  many  persona,  both 
IK>lice  and  others,  were  severely  but  none  fatally  injured. 

«7a/i0  26,  27,  &  28. — Cricket  match  at  Tient-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Surrey  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  (with 
tlie  exception  of  J.  Hilton  and  T.  Davis  who  played  in  the  place 
of  C.  Brampton  and  G.  Parr).  The  visitors  jpored  137  and  81, 
the  home  team  94  and  125  for  the  loss  of  two  wickets. 

Jtdy  6  k  7. — Cricket  match  at  Bradford,  between  eleven  of 
Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The  Notts,  team  were  the  same 
as  took  part  in  the  match  against  Sussex.  Yorks.  scored  130  and 
73,  Notts.  233,  winning  by  an  innings  and  30  ruu& 

July  11. — The  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  borou^ 
election  took  place  in  front  of  the  Exchange.  Many  thousand 
persons  were  present,  and  the  excitement  was  very  great,  particu- 
larly when  La4ly  Clifton  (who  had  exerted  herself  to  the  utmost 
in  canvassing  for  lier  husband  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton)  showed  herself  at 
the  windows  of  the  committee  rooms,  South-parade.  The  polling 
was  carried  on  on  the  following  day  at  various  polling  places  in 
the  midst  of  the  greatest  excitement  until  four  o'clock,  at  which 
time  the  Market-place  was  filled  with  persons  of  all  ages  and  sexes, 
anxious  to  know  the  result  of  the  election.  About  half-past  five 
it  was  announced  that  Morley  and  Clifton  were  the  successful 
candidates,  though  the  numbers  were  not  known  until  eleven 
o'clock  the  following  morning,  when  the  Sheriff*  announced  S.  Mor- 
ley, Esq.,  2,397  ;  Sir  R  J.  Clifton,  2,3{»2 ;  G.  Paget,  Esq.,  2,327 ; 
A.  G.  Martin,  Esq.,  2,242. 

Jvly  13,  14,  k  15. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Our  team 
scored  167  and  207,  Surrey  170  and  195  for  the  loss  of  9  wickets. 

July  16. — Death  of  Anne,  wife  of  William  Enfield,  Esq., 
aged  64  years. 

J\dy  26.-^Tlie  two  companies  of  the  83rd  Regiment  and 
the  troop  of  the  15th  Hussars,  specially  brought  to  the  town  in 
the  expectation  of  a  riot  at  the  election,  left  Nottingham. 

July  21 J  28,  k  29. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
•  ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.      The- 
visitors  scored  191  and  53,  the  home  team  117  and  182,  winning 
by  55  runs. 

Auyust  4. — At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee several  charges  were  brought  against  Mr.  Uedington, 
Chief  Constable  of  Nottingham,  respecting  the  iranagement  of  ths 
police  force  during  the  riots  that  had  preceded  the  election,  and 
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«lso  on  the  day  of  election.  After  several  witiijBeses  had  been  1865 
examined,  Mr.  Hedington  stated  that  he  should  have  sent  in  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Ohief  Ck>n8table  a  month  since,  when 
he  saw  the  strong  feeling  against  him,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ad- 
vice of  one  or  two  gentlemen,  who  considered  thatjiis  best  course 
would  be  to  stop  and  meet  theuL  He  afterwardb  said  he  was 
quite  certain  that  a  8ta*ong  feeling  still  existed  against  him,  and 
he  then  handed  in  his  written  resignation,  which  he  had  brouffht 
with  him.  The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  a  reeolutiaii 
was  adopted  granting  Mr.  Hedington  three  months'  salaxy. 

August  8. — Review  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  in  Kingston 
Park,  the  seat  of  Lord  Belper,  when  673  men  of  all  ranks  put  in 
an  appearance.  After  going  through  various  evolutions,  dinner 
was  provided  for  the  corps,  «t  the  expense  of  the  noble  lord,  who  ^ 
also  took  the  chair  on  the  occasion,  supported  hj  Lieui-Colonel 
Wright  and  Migor  the  Hon.  H.  Strutt 

August  13. — Death  of  the  Ten.  George  Wilkins,  Archdeacon 
of  Nottingham,  at  the  Residence  House,  Southwell  He  was  in 
his  81st  year,  having  been  bom  at  Norwich,  in  May,  1785.  He 
enjoyed  a  vigorpus  constitution  to  the  last,  and  his  death  was 
caused  solely  by  the  decay  of  the  physical  faculties  owing  to  great 
aga  The  BiahoB  of  Lincoln  and  a  large  number  of  <uergy  and 
gentlemen  attenaed  the  funeral  on  the  17  th. 

Augiut  14,  15,  k  16. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  fourteen  Free  Foresters.  Our  team 
comprised  W.  Osoroft,  C.  Brampton,  G.  Wootton,  J.  Jackson,  G. 
Parr,  J.  Grundy,  T.  Bignall,  S.  Biddulph,  C.  F.  Daft»  R.  0. 
Tinley,  and  J.  0.  Shaw,  who  scored  76  and  68,  the  Free  Foresters 
59  and  141,  winning  by  56  runs. 

August  18  <&  19. — Cricket  match  at  Old  Trafford,  Manchester, 
between  eleven  of  Notta  and  eleven  of  Cambridge.  Our  team 
were  the  same  as  in  the  last  match,  with  the  exception  of  G.  Pajinf 
who  played  in  the  place  of  C.  F.  Daft  Cambridge  scored  86  and 
64,  Notts.  236,  winning  by  an  innings  and  86  runs. 

August  24  ii  25. — Return  cricket  match  at  Hove  ground, 
Brighton,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Sussex.  In 
our  team  A.  Shaw  and  J.  Chatterton  were  the  substitutes  for  G. 
Wootton  and  T.  BignalL  Sussex  scored  118  and  77,  Notts.  245, 
winning  by  sji  innings  and  50  runs. 

September  12. — Opening  of  the  Nottingham  Industrial  Exhi* 
bition  in  Horse  Fair  close  by  Lord  Belper,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  county.  A  procession  was  formed  in  front  of  the  Exchange, 
consisting  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Nottingham,  county 
and  borough  Magistrates,  High  SherijQT,  Nobility,  M.Pai  Lords 
lieutenant,  the  Duke  of  St  Albans,  Mayors  of  Midland  Counties^ 
ko,f  and  proceeded  through  Pelham-street^  Victoria-street,  Poultry, 
South-parade,  Chapel-bar,  Derby-road,  Yemon-street,  and  Clarendon 
street  to  the  building.  The  streets  were  thickly  lined  throughout  the 
entire  route,  and  in  many  places  decorated  with  flags,     ^ace  will 
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1865  not  admit  of  a  detailed  account  of  the  exhibiiioxL  It  consisted  of 
choice  specimens  of  the  manufactures  ol  the  Midland  Counties, 
comprising  lace,  hosiery,  and  the  machinery  for  making  each,  speci- 
mens of  machinery  and  engineering  work,  ribbon  loom  at  work, 
a  superb  cojlection  of  water-colour  drawings,  printing  on 
wood,  &c,  books  and  bookbinding,  works  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  rich  specimens  of  bitmEO,  porce- 
lain, glass,  and  other  articles  too  liumerous  to  mention.  Hie 
exhibition  was  kept  open  some  months^  and  the  receipts  were  about 
£2,900. 

September  25. — Opening  of  the  New  Theatre  in  Psrliament- 
street  The  theatre  itself,  including  auditorium  and  stage,  occu- 
pies 112  feet  by  67  feet  wide,  and  the  frontage  is  76  f£iet  long. 
The  respective  accommodation  in  each  part  is,  dress  circle,  2^ 
persons ;  upper  circle,  250 ;  pit,  850 ;  gallery,  800 ;  *  private 
boxes,  50 :  total,  2,200.  The  stage  is  64  feet  wide  £rom  waU  to 
wall,  and  50  feet  in  depth  from  the  footlights  to  the  back.  Hie 
work  of  excavating  for  the  theatre  was  commenced  on  the  27  th  of 
the  previous  Marai,  so  that  the  erection  had  not  occupied  more 
than  six  months ;  and  the  oost^  with  the  purohaBe  of  the  ground, 
had  been  little  short  of  XI  5,000. 

October  2. — At  the  proclamation  of  the  iair,  the  processiaii 
stopped  midway  up  Sheep-lane,  when  the  Mayor  proclaimed  the 
street  open,  and  that  it  is  and  shall  be  called  Theatre-street  In 
consequence  of  much  dissatisfaction  the  name  was  afterwards 
changed  to  Market-street 

October  17. — Nottingham  visited  by  a  tremendous  thunder- 
storm accompanied  by  heavy  rain.  The  lightning  was  very  vivid, 
and  the  thunder  was  appalling.  The  rain  commenced  to  fall 
heavily  about  half-past  three,  and  continued  to  pour  down  with 
great  violence  until  half-past  six  o'clock.  At  five  o'clock  a  re- 
markably vivid  flash  of  lightning  leaped  out  of  a  cloud  that 
seemed  to  overspan  the  house-tops,  and  simultaneously  there  was 
a  crash  of  thunder,  which  shook  the  houses  and  made  the  windows 
rattle  as  if  a  whole  park  of  artillery  had  been  discharged. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  The  whole  of  the 
wards  were  contested,  with  the  following  results : — St  JtinV^  T. 
R  Starry  818,  Dr.  Robertson  817,  W.  Skinner  332,  R  Annibal 
327  (they  both  retired);  J?yrow.,  J.  Riste  508,  W.  Qregary  505, 
T.  Dickinson  474  ;  Castle,  G.  Levick  307,  R  Hawkridge  806,  J. 
S.  Gilpin  125,  D.  C.  Royce  124  ;  Exchange,  H.  Hind  388,  H.  Dun- 
nington  386,  T.  Beecroft  331,  R.  B.  Bond  329;  St  Mary%  E. 
Patchitt  252,  J.  R.  Browne  237,  G.  Parkin  146,  H.  Mallet  1; 
Park,  J.  L.  Thackeray  261,  N.  Dickinson  258,  J.  Thompson  201; 
Skcncood,  S.  Butler  686,  T.  Simpson  538,  J.  Comyn  492. 

November  9. — Mr.  Tliomas  Ball  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr.  R.  R 
Bond,  Slieriff;  and  the  following  Aldermen  were  elected: — 
Messrs.  R.  Birkin,  Smith  Fowler,  T.  Herbert^  T.  North,  W.  j^l- 
vest  or,  W.  Yickcrs,  and  W.  Knight. 
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No\>eniber  14. — At  a  highly  influential  public  meeting  held  1865 
in  the  Exchange  Hall,  Lord  Belper  in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  steps  for  the  restoration  of  St.  Mary's  church,  Notting- 
ham, it  was  stated  that  for  the  complete  restoration  of  the  edifice 
X7,500  would  be  required ;  and  as  the  chief  beauty  of  St.  Mary's 
of  old  was  in  its  windows,  it  was  considered  that  it  was  almost . 
necessary  to  have  at  least  the  principal  ones  of  stained  glass,  as 
no  restoration  could  be  deemed  complete  without  them,  for  which 
X5,000  would  be  required ;  making  with  £500  for  the  restoration 
and  improvement  of  the  organ,  a  total  of  XI 3, 000.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  was  carried : — "That  considering  the  vast  importance, 
the  original  beauty,  the  great  capability,  and  the  present  condition 
of  St.  Mary's  church  in  Nottingham,  It  is  desirable  to  undertake 
its  restoration,  under  the  direction  of  C^rge  Gilbert  Scott,  Esq.'' 
A  committee  was  formed  for  carrying  out  tiie  work,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting  X3,581  15s.  6d.  was  subscribed. 

December  13. — ^A  workshop  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Hudson, 
opposite  the  Police  station,  St.  John's-street^  destroyed  by  fire. 

DecemJber  18. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  it  was 
agreed  to  purchase  the  Industrial  Exhibition  building  of  the 
committee  that  it  might  remain  standing  for  the  use  of  the  British 
Association,  at  their  meeting  in  Nottingham,  in  1866. 

December  23. — Died,  after  a  short  illness,  Lady  Lucy  Smith, 
of  Wllford  House.  Her  Ladyship  was  aunt  to  the  late  and  great- 
aunt  to  the  present  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville.  She  was  bom 
January  20th,  1794,  and  in  1824  married  Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Wilford.  Lady  Lucy  was  distinguished  for  her  many  exemplary 
virtues,  her  extensive  benevolence,  her  kindly  sympathy,  and 
her  personal  piety.  Her  name  was  the  synonym  of  all  that  was 
charitable  and  "  of  good  report,"  and  her  death  was  lamented  by 
a  wide  circle  of  affectionate  relatives  and  friends.  Her  remains 
were  interred  in  the  &tmily  vault  in  Wilford  churchy 
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Jamiary  31. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin  Hood    1866 
Rifles  by  Lady  Belper. 

March  14. — Opening  of  the  Dining  Hall,  in  Byard-lane.  It 
is  87  feet  long,  45  feet  wide,  and  30  feet  high.  It  will  seat  350 
to  dinner. 

April  11. — A  serious  explosion  of  gas,  which  was  being  pre- 
pared for  scientific  optical  illusions,  occurred  in  the  Mechanics' 
Hall,  which  seriously  injured  a  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  preparing 
it ;  but  beyond  smashing  the  windows  no  material  damage  was 
done  to  the  building. 

April  20. — On  the  7th  of  February  a  petition  was  presented 
against  the  return  of  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton  for  Nottingham,  and  on  the 


536  TUB  HOTTnraBAM  datb-book. 

1866  17th  of  ihe  same  month  a  petition  wms  also  presented  agaimt  the 
return  of  Samuel  Morley,  Esq.  The  following  committee : — 
Mr.  H.  R  Adair,  Ipswich,  (chairman);  Sir  P.  Egerton, 
South  Cheshire ;  Mr.  G.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Beading ;  Capt  the  Hon. 
J.  C.  Vivian,  Truro ;  and  Mr.  S.  R.  Graves,  Liverpool,  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Commons  to  try  the  issues  of  both  petitions, 
eommenoed  their  sitting  on  the  20th  of  March.  The  council  for 
the  petitioners  against  the  return  of  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton  were  Mr. 
Temple,  Q*C.,  Mr.  Mundell,  and  Mr.  Cave,  and  for  the  sitting 
members,  Mr.  Rodwell,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Price,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Pope 
Henessy.  Mr.  S.  Maltby  stated  that  he  appeared  in  reqpect  to  the 
second  petition  and  should  be  glad  to  know  what  course  the  com- 
mittee had  decided  upon,  when  the  chairman  said  that  they  shoold 
first  take  the  petition  against  the  return  of  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton, 
and  then  afterwards  take  the  other ;  they  would  then  report  both 
at  the  same  time  to  the  Housa  The  committee  sat  twenty-seven 
days,  and  after  hearing  the  evidence  j^ro  and  ecn  they,  on  Apnl  20th, 
came  to  the  following  decision : — ^That  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton,  Bart.,  is 
not  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  the  present  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Nottingham ;  that  Samuel  Morley,  Esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in  the  present  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Nottingham ;  that  the  last  election  for  the  said  borough 
is  a  void  election ;  that  it  is  proved  that  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton  was  by 
himself,  and  by  others  on  his  behalf,  guilty  of  undue  influence  at 
the  last  election ;  that  Samuel  Morley,  Esq.,  was  guilty  of  bribery 
by  his  agents  at  the  last  election ;  that  Charles  Paget,  Esq.,  was 
guilty  of  bribery  by  his  agents  at  the  last  election ;  that  loibery 
was  practised  with  the  knowledge  of  Sir  B.  J.  Clifton's  agent  by 
the  corrupt  payment  of  excessive  travelling  expenses  to  vote  for 
Sir  R  J.  Clifton,  and  that  the  said  bribery  was  practised  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  o'f  Sir  R  J.  Clifton ;  that  at  the  said 
election  excessive  numbers  of  persons  were  employed  in  behalf  of 
Messni  Paget  &  Morley  as  messengers,  canvassers,  and  protectors 
from  violence,  and  that  in  three  wards  alone  out  of  seven  nearly 
two  hundred  voters  were  so  employed  and  received  from  their 
agents  sums  varying  in  amount  from  15s.  to  £4t  10s. 

A  short  time  before  this,  Mr.  Frederick  Webster,  Mr.  Wm. 
Pare,  and  others,  formed  the  Independent  Society,  which  was  very 
successful  in  behalf  of  Sir  Robert.  The  committee  of  the  society 
worked  night  and  day  for  the  purpose  of  defending  Sir  Bobert's 
seat,  and  the  treasurer  (Mr.  F.  Webster)  handed  the  lawyers  for 
the  defence  from  first  to  last  nearly  one  thousand  pounds. 

.  After  this  result  the  members  of  the  Independent  Society 

sought  for  a  candidate,  and  one  was  secured  in  Mr.  Balph  Bemal 
Osborne,  who,  accompanied  by  Mr.  F.  Webster  and  Ssmuel 
Bunting,  arrived  from  London  at  the  Great  Northern  station, 
April  27  th,  in  the  midst  of  a  tremendous  whirl,  accompanied  by  a 
buid  of  music,  and  drove  into  the  Great  Market-plaoe  in  an 'open 
carriage  drawn  by  four  greys.     Mr.  Osborne  Aaving  addraiad 
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about  twenty  thousand  people  from  a  waggon,  returned  to  London    ^^^^ 
the  same  evening.     The  contest,  which  was  sharp  and  severe, 
resulted  in  his  being  returned  at  the  head  of  the  poll. 

May  9. — Writs  for  another  election  having  been  issued,  the 
nomination  of  candidates  took  place  on  a  platform  erected  in  front 
of  the  Exchange  Rooms,  when  the  following  candidates  were 
nominated  : — Lord  Amberlej  by  Dr.  Ransom,  Mr.  Handel  Ooss- 
ham  by  Mr.  John  Bradley,  Mr.  Bemal  Osborne  by  Mr.  Cornelius 
James,  Sir  CJeo.  Jenkinson  by  F.  C.  Smith,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  David 
Faulkner  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Squire.  The  show  of  hands  was  de- 
clared in  favour  of  Sir  Geo.  Jenkinson  and  Mr.  Bemal  Osborne, 
and  the  polling  took  place  on  the  next  day  with  the  following 
result: — Mr.  Bemal  Osborne,  2518;  Lord  Amberley,  2494;  Sir 
Geo.  Jenkinson,  241 1  ;  Mr.  Handel  Cossham,  2307 ;  Mr.  David 
Faulkner,  3. 

May  25. — The  Nottingham^  Review  of  this  date  states,  that  in 
the  course  of  excavation  going  on  in  Market-street,  a  section  of 
the  old  town  wall  to  the  extent  of  five  feet  in  height  was  exhumed. 
The  old  town  ditch  or  moat,  which  ran  round  the  outside,  was 
also  exposed  to  view.  The  wall  found  was  about  5  feet  6  inches 
thick,  built  of  the  common  Nottingham  sand  rock,  and  the  blocks 
appeared  to  have  been  rudely  bedded  in  sand  and  clay.  The 
entire  moat  was  ten  yards  wide,  but  the  depth  was  not  ascertained, 
as  the  excavation  for  the  sewers  only  reached^l^  thirteen  feet. 
Through  all  this  depth,  there  was  nothing  but  rubbish  and  bones, 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  ditch  to  level  the  ground  after 
its  use  for  defensive  purposes  had  passed  away.  From  the  portion 
exposed  it  was  evident  that  the  wall  occupied  the  line  of  the 
present  causeway  in  front  of  the  Three  Crowns  and  the  Fox  and 
Owl  inns  to  Chapel-bar,  where  it  joined  that  celebrated  gateway, 
the  ditch  occupying  the  present  road  for  thirty  feet  in  width.  It 
thus  appears  that  the  gardens  or  premises  in  rear  of  the  property 
fronting  to  Chapel-bar  and  Long-row  West  went  up  to  the  old 
wall,  but  that  from  Sheep-lane  to  Clumber-street  a  road,  about  four 
feet  wide,  passed  inside  the  wall.  This  accounts  for  the  difTerenoe 
in  the  line  of  frontage  observed  between  the  White  Hart  inn, 
formerly  at  the  top  of  Sheep-lane  and  the  grocer's  shop  at  the 
opposite  comer.  FW)m  the  front  of  the  above  inn  the  wall  ran 
down  the  middle  of  Parliament-street  to  Mr.  Sylvester's  house, 
with  the  road  on  the  inner  and  the  ditch  on  the  outer  side.  It 
had  been  cut  through  a  few  months  previously  opposite  the  Horse 
and  Groom  inn.  It  was  also  seen  when  excavatinff  for  some  new 
property  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Sylvester's  house,  and  there  it  was 
learnt  that  Bunkers-hill  marks  the  site  of  the  old  moat ;  for  the 
same  class  of  bones  and  rubbish  formed  the  ffround,  and  the  same 
indications  were  present  of  different  levels  of  roads. 

May  31  k  Jwm  1  k  2. — Cricket  match  at  Fenner's  ffround, 
between  eleven  of  Cambridge,  who  scored  138  and  164,  and  eleven 
of  Notts,  comprisiiig  W.  Osoroft^  0.  BramptOHi  G.  Wootton,  R 
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1866  Daft,  G.  Parr,  J.  Grundy,  A.  Shaw,  J.  Jackson,  a  Biddolpfa^ 
R  C.  Tinlej,  and  J.  C.  Sliaw,  who  scored  270  and  34  for  the 
loss  of  two  wickets. 

June  1. — Died,  in  his  62nd  year,  George  Augustus  Frederick, 
6th  Earl  of  Chesterfield.  His  remains  were  interred  in  a  new 
vault  underneath  the  chancel  of  Bretby  church,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Lord  George  Stanhope. 

June  3. — John  Lawson  Thackeray  appointed  Alderman  in 
the  room  of  the  late  John  Bradley,  Esq.,  who  died  May  31st^  at 
the  residence  of  his  son-in-law,  Oak  Brook,  near  Sheffield,  in  his 
65th  year.  He  was  highly  respected.  He  was  appointed  Mayor 
in  1856,  and  it  was  admitted  that  the  dignity  and  efficiency  (^  the 
office  suffered  nothing  in  his  hands. 

June  16. — Mr.  J.  Thompson  elected  Town  Councillor  for 
Park  Ward  to  £11  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  elevation  of  Mr. 
J.  L.  Thackeray  to  the  aldermanic  bench. 

June  18.— T.  B.  T.  Hildyard,  Esq.,  elected  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  South  Notts.,  vacant  by  the  elevation  of  Lord  Stanhope 
to  the  Upper  House. 

June  18,  19,  k  20. — Cricket  match  at  Bradford,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  Eain  feU  the  whole  of 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  the  match  was  abandoned 
at  3.20  owing  to  miu  again  coming  on.  Notts,  scored  103  runs 
for  the  loss  of  six  wickets. 

June  21,  22f,*'&  23.— Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Middlesex.  Our 
team  comprised  the  same  players  as  in  the  Cambridge  match,  with 
the  exception  of  G.  Paling  in  the  place  of  C.  Brampton.  The 
visitors  scored  221,  Notts.  88  and  66.  Middlesex  won  by  an 
innings  and  67  runs. 

Jwne  23. — Beview  of  15,000  Volunteers  in  Hyde  Park  by 
BLR.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Commander-in-Chie^  in  which  the 
Robin  Hoods,  to  the  number  of  654,  took  part,  the  following  extracts 
will  show  with  what  success : — "  Colonel  Mason's  was  the  most 
app^^uded  brigade  of  the  day.  It  was  composed  of  696  Derby- 
shire men  in  scarlet,  773  Birmingham  men  in  grey,  533  Adminis- 
trative Battalion  men  of  Warwic^hire,  and  654  Bobin  Hoods  of 
Nottingham  in  green,  for  whom  the  dieers  rang  out  again  and 
again ;  and  well  they  might,  for  their  marching  was  perfection, 
llieir  pioneers  were  admirable,  and  one  or  two  of  them  might  ait 
to  be  painted  as  models  of  Vulcan." — Stcmdard,  '*  Last  but  not 
least  in  merit  came  the  Bobin  Hoods,  who  for  drilling  or  shooting 
may  worthily  claim  to  take  post  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  volun- 
teers.      In  appearance  they  were  second  to  none  on 

the  ground,  and  their  marching  was  perfection.'' — Daily  Telegraph, 
"  The  greatest  admiration  was  expressed  for 'the  county  ooipe,  of 
which  there  were  five  battalions  present.  The  marching  of  all  these 
regiments  was  first  rate,  and  the  size  and  stature  of  the  men  of 
which  they  were  composed  contrasted  most  strikingly  with  those 
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of  tbe  members  of  some  of  the  Metropolitan  corp&     Judged  by  the   1866 
test  of  marching  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Robin  Hoods  and  the 
1st  Derbyshire  signalized  themselves  as  the  best  drilled  battalions 
x)n  the  field,  and  of  these  two  the  Robin  Hoods  had  slightly  the 
advantage." — Baili/  News. 

July  3. — ^Inauguration  of  the  Walter  Memorial  fountain 
situated  at  the  junction  of  Lister-gate  and  Csirrington-street  The 
erection  is  of  stone,  and  is  about  fifty  feet  high.  It  is  a  most 
beautiful  structure  and  cost  £1,000.  It  was  presented  to  the 
town  by  John  Walter,  Esq.,  of  Bearwood,  Berks.,  one  of  the 
Times  proprietors,and  formerly  M.P.  for  Nottingham,  as  a  memorial 
of  his  father,  who  for  a  short  time  represented  Nottingham  in 
PlBtrliament.  There  are  four  granite  drinking  fountains  on  the 
lowest  stage,  and  above  are  medallion  portraits  of  the  late  John 
Walter,  Esq.,  by  Phyffers  of  London.  Two  marble  slabs  contain 
the  following  inscriptions : — "  To  the  people  of  Nottingham,  in 
memory  of  John  Walter,  Esq.,  who  died  July  28th,  1847,  this 
fountain  is  erected  by  his  son.  A.D.  1866."  "This  memorial 
fountain,  the  foundation  stone  of  which  was  laid  October  24th, 
1865,  in  the  mayoralty  of  W.  Page,  Esq.,  was  inaugurated  July 
8rd,  1866,  by  John  Walter,  Esq.,  in  the  mayoralty  of  T.  Ball,  Esq. 
Richard  Charles  Sutton,  architect." 

July  5,  6,  k  7. — ^The  return  cricket  match  was  played  on 
the  Trent-bridge  ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of 
Cambridge.  The  home  team  was  the  same  as  pla}ed  in  the  first 
Cambridge  match,  with  the  exception  of  W.  Shaw  in  the  place  of 
G.  Wootton.  The  visitors  scored  217  and  179,  Notta  195  and 
99  for  the  loss  of  six  wickets.     The  matdi  was  drawn. 

July  6. — Meeting  at  St.  Mary's  vicarage  to  receive  tenders 
for  the  restoration  of  St.  Mary's  church.  Mr.  Hall's  tender  of 
JEI  1,055  was  accepted,  and  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  with  the  works 
as  feur  as  the  subscription  would  go.  £4,120  had  up  to  that  time 
been  promised. 

JuXy  21. — ^At  the  borough  assizes,  Jane  Revill,  18  years  of 
kge,  was  convicted  of  the  wilful  murder  of  her  infant  child  on  the 
I61I1  of  April,  and  sentenced  to  death.  Her  sentence  was  after- 
wards commuted  to  penal  servitude  for  life. 

AuguH  2,  3,  &  4. — ^The  return  cricket  match  on  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The 
home  team  scored  91  and  71  for  the  loss  of  one  wicket,  the  visitors 
78  and  83.     Notts,  won  by  nine  wickets. 

August  9,  10,  db  11. — ^The  return  cricket  match  on  Trent- 
bridge  ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Middlesex. 
The  home  team  was  the  same  as  in  the  first  match  of  the  season, 
with  the  exception  of  T.  Bignall  who  played  in  the  place  of  J. 
Jackson.  Notts,  scored  174  and  247,  Middlesex  172  and  60  for 
the  loss  of  three  wickets.     The  match  was  drawn. 

August  11. — 30,000  volunteers  reviewed  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Duke  of  Ounbridge  (the  Princess  of  Wales  was  also 
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1866  present)  at  York,  amongst  which  were  the  Bobin  Hoods  to 
the  number  of  about  600.  All  acquitted  themselyes  well,  particu- 
larly our  townsmen,  as  the  following  extracts  wiU  show : — *'Ii 
would  be  unjust  not  to  mention  that  even  where  all  *were  good, 
the  perfect  formation  and  *  get  up'  of  the  celebrated  Bobin  Hoodsp 
Nottingham  Rifles,  elicited  a  loud  burst  of  applause  from  all  the 
spectators.'' — Times.  "  Where  all  did  so  well  it  fliema  invidionB 
to  particularize  any,  but  in  common  justice  to  the  splendid  march* 
ing  of  the  Robin  Hoods  from  Nottingham,  the  only  corps  i^plauded 
from  the  Grand  Stand,  they  ought  not  to  be  passed  over  without 
a  word  of  encomium."-— ^toTuiard.  **  The  last  to  pass  the  Doke  6l 
Cambridge  were  the  celebrated  Robin  Hoods,  imo  were  loudly 
cheered,  their  marching  being  decidedly  the  best" — SUmt,  **  In 
only  one  case  was  a  corps  greeted  with  applause,  and  that  was  the 
famous  Robin  Hoods,  who  may  now  look  upon  applauae  aa  their 
natural  inheritance." — LeecU  Mercury. 

August  22-28. — Meeting  of  the  British  Association  at  Notting- 
ham, under  the  presidency  of  William  Grove,  Esq.,  Q.C.  The 
meetings  were  held  in  the  Exhibition  Building,  Horse  Fair  dosOt 
the  Mechanics'  Hall,  the  Theatre,  and  the  Com  Exchange,  and 
excursions  were  ai  ranged  for  the  members  to  Nuthall  and  Cinder 
Hill  collieries,  to  Newstead,  to  Annesley  collieries,  to  the  Railway 
works  at  Derby,  and  to  other  places  of  intei*est  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  members  of  the  association  were  also  entertained  by 
the  Mayor  (T.  Ball,  Esq.),  at  a  banquet  in  the  Exchange  Hall« 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were  some  of  the  company: — 
R  W.  Grove,  Esq.,  Q.C,  F.RC.S.,  Lord  Amberley,  M.P.,  General 
Sir  Sydney  Cotton,  Sir  Frederick  Murchison,  R.  Bemal  Osborne, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  Lord  E.  Clinton,  M.R,  Admiral  Belcher,  F.  W. 
Webb,  Esq.,  &c. 

August  23. — Grand  floral  fdte  in  Nottingham  Park  in  honour 
of  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  l^e  collection  was  not 
only  unprecedentedly  extensive,  but  in  many  respects  beauf  ifnlly 
unique. 

August  28. — ^Annual  inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  by 
C^eral  Sir  Sydney  Cotton  and  the  inspecting  officer,  Colonel 
Wombwell,  at  Bestwood  Park,  the  grounds  of  the  Duke  of  St 
Albans,  honorary  Colonel  to  the  regiment,  who  gave  a  dinner  to 
the  corps  on  the  occasion,  when  tJiere  were  present  817  of  all 
ranks. 

Aug%Lst  31. — At  the  close  of  the  meetings  of  the  British 
Association,  the  Exhibition  Building,  containing  a  large  collection 
of  scientific  instruments,  valuable  paintings,  photographSi  ^^ 
for  a  few  days  opened  to  the  public  at  a  low  charge. 

October  11. — Destruction  by  fire  of  the  bonnet  front 
house  of  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill^  Commerce-square.     It  appears  that  Mr. 
Hill  kept  a  large  quantity  of  pigeons  at  the  top  A  the  warelMnise, 
and  that  after  the  hands  had  left  work  in  the  evening  he  and 
some  men  went  upstairs  on  soOie  business  i  c^rpf'ct  ing  them.   ^V^il^t 
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there,  Mr.  Hill  was  surprised  at  a  loud  knocking  at  the  warehouse  1866 
door,  and  on  going  to  the  head  of  the  stairs  found  that  the  lower 
portion  of  the  premises  was  in  flames,  and  that  exit  by  the  stairs 
was  impossible.  Fortunately  there  was  a  trap  door  in  the  roof, 
through  which  they  made  their  escape.  The  tire  leaped  upwards 
with  fearful  rapidity  from  floor  to  floor,  and  soon  enveloped  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Hiirs  premises  in  a  glowing  sheet  of  flame,  which 
burst  with  great  fury  fi*om  the  windows,  lighting  up  a  vast  area, 
and  presenting  a  spectacle  of  grandeur,  particularly  when  viewed 
from  the  southern  side  of  the  town,  which  it  overlooks.  It  was 
at  one  time  feared  that  the  burning  building  would  fall  into 
Narrow-marsh,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  removed  their  goods; 
but  beyond  the  fall  of  pieces  of  burning  timber  the  massive  roof 
of  the  building  remained  nearly  intact,  though  the  interior  was 
completely  burnt  out,  nothing  remaining  but  the  shelL  This 
building  is  eight  stories  high  on  the  southern  side,  the  lower  four, 
in  Narrow-marsh,  being  occupied  as  dwellings-;  a  fire-proof  floor 
being  inserted  between  the  liouses  and  the  warehouse,  which  pre- 
vented the  fire  extending  to  the  lower  portions  of  the  buildings 
though  they  and  their  contents  were  mudi  damaged  by  water  and 
removal.  It  was  estimated  that  Mr.  Hill's  stock  was  worth 
X10,000,  he  having  from  10,000  to  15,000  boxes  of  bonnet  fronts 
on  hand.  He  was  insured  for  X8,000,  and  the  building,  including 
the  warehouses  of  Messrs.  Hamel  &  Wright  and  Lottimer  &  Ca, 
for  X9,000.  After  Mr.  Hill*8  escape  from  the  roof  he  penetrated 
into  the  building  and  turned  off  the  gas,  making  his  way  out 
through  the  cellar  grate. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  The  following  were 
the  candidates  and  the  number  each  polled  : — SL  Ann's  Ward^ 
J.  Oldknow  960,  D.  W.  Heath  875,  L.  Torr  312,;  B^/nm,  W. 
Lambert  439,  G.  B.  Kothera  439,  R  Annibal  316,  S.  Limpenny 
310;  GasOe,  W.  Parsons  and  J.  Brown;  Exchange,  J.  B.  Taylor  389, 
W.  Wright  38Y,  W.  Greaves  179 ;  SL  Jfari/s,  T.  Adams  and  a 
Turner;  Farkf  L.  Hardy  and  W.  Foster;  ^^erwood,  J.  Barber 
697,  J.  Howitt  637,  J.  Comyn  484. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  L.  Thackeray  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
M.  I.  Preston,  Sheriff 

December  3. — Foundation  stone  of  Trent  Ck>l]ege  laid  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire.     The  building  is  in  the  Tudor  style  of  archi-    . 
tecture,  and  covers  a  space  of  256  by  200  feet 

December  8. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin  Hood 
Rifles  by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerk. 

December  24. — Mr.  Christopher  Swann  died.  He  had  held 
the  oflice  of  county  Coroner  for  a  period  of  37  years. 

December  31. — Midnight.  1867  changes  rung  at  All  Saints' 
church  by  J.  Wibberley  1st,  W.  Metheringham  2nd,  B.  Mether- 
ingham  3rd,  T.  Lennani  4th,  R.  Beeson  5th,  S.  J.  Hanson  6th, 
G.  Middleton  7  th,  C.  Bradbury  8th,  in  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes. 

4a 
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1867. 

18G7  Janiuiri/  7. — Launch  of   the  Nottingham    Life   Boat.     At 

half-past  twelve  a  procession  was  formed  from  the  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition Building  (where  the  boat  had  been  on  view)  consisting  of 
the  bands  of  the  South  Notts.  Yeomanry  and  the  Robin  Hood 
Eifles,  a  considerable  number  of  the  last-named  corps  in  uniform, 
the  Fire  Brigade  with  their  engines,  the  Life  Boat  on  its  carriage 
manned  by  a  crew  in  Guernseys,  sou'-westers,  red  woollen  scarfs, 
and  cork  jackets,  drawn  by  six  powerful  horses  belonging  to  the 
Local  Board  of  Health,  <tc.  The  procession  paraded  the  princi- 
pal streets  to  the  Great  Market-place,  where  a  square  was  formed 
with  the  boat  in  the  centre,  when  the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  J.  L. 
Thackeray),  amidst  loud  applause,  christened  it  the  "Robin 
Hood."  The  life-boat  was  then  conveyed  to  a  field  a  few  yards 
below  the  boat-hoi-se  bridge,  which  then  spanned  the  river  some 
distance  below  the  Trent-bridge.  The  carriage  of  the  boat  having 
been  run  do^Ti  to  the  river  side,  one  end  of  the  vessel  was  slowly 
raised,  and  immediately  after  it  slid  down  into  the  water,  with  the 
crew  on  board,  the  Yeomanry  band  at  the  same  time  striking 
up  "  Cheer  boys,  cheer."  The  crew  rowed  the  boat  a  short  distance 
down  the  river  and  back  again,  after  which  a  trial  was  made  of 
its  self-righting  properties.  A  chain  having  been  fastened  round 
the  side  of  the  boat,  a  couple  of  men  worked  a  crane  and  wound 
it  out  of  the  water.  On  attaining  a  certain  height  it  fell  over, 
and  came  up  keel  uppermost ;  but  scarcely  six  seconds  had  elapsed 
before  it  toppled  over  again,  and  danced  about  on  the  surface  like 
a  cork,  the  water  shipped  during  the  process  rapidly  leaving  it. 
This  operation  was  repeated  with  the  same  success.  The  boat  was 
ultimately  conveyed  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway  to  its  destina- 
tion, Boulmer,  Northumberland.  The  length  of  the  vessel  was 
33  feet,  the  width  8  feet,  and  the  cost,  including  carriage, 
stores,  tl'c,  .£420,  of  which  Mr.  T.  Gimson  subscribed  £200.  The 
crew  assisting  at  the  launch  consisted  of  Messrs.  G.  Buxton,  J. 
Chiswell,  H.  A.  Mann,  J.  H.  Whitty,  W.  J.  Martin,  J.  H. 
Naylor,  W.  Hopkin,  J.  Abbott,  G.  Abbott,  W,  Hibbs,  and  a  P. 
Knight,  coxswain. 

January  9. — At  this  date  the  meadows  and  fields  in  the 
valley  of  the  Trent  were  very  deeply  flooded,  and  the  water 
entered  the  kitchens  of  manv  houses  in  the  Meadows.  The  Mid- 
land  Eailway  was  in  some  places  submerged  to  the  depth  of  from 
12  to  14  inches.     This  was  the  ji^eatest  flood  since  the  year  1852. 

Jarfunry  14. — One  of  the  most  extensive  conflagrations 
which  had  txikcn  place  for  years,  occurred  in  the  nearly  new  fac- 
tory of  Messrs.  I^oe  k  Oee,  hosiers,  at  the  junction  of  Alfred-street 
South  with  Carlton-road.  The  building  wherein  the  disaster 
occurred  was  ISO  feet  long  by  30  feet  wide,   and  three  stories 
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high  above  the  basement  The  whole  of  the  valuable  machiuery  1867 
used  by  Messrs.  Lee  <b  Gree  was  contaiued  in  this  building,  and  in 
the  space  of  two  hours  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  lire  not  a 
vestige  remained  beyond  an  unsightly  heap  of  ruins  coated  with 
lead.  The  fire  was  first  discovered  in  a  lean-to  in  the  yaixi,  and 
spread  with  a  most  alarming  rapidity.  After  the  brigade  had 
reached  the  scene,  it  was  with  great  difiiculty  that  the  fire  plugs 
were  found,  owing  to  a  deep  snow ;  and  when  found,  they  were 
ice-bound,  so  that  some  time  elapsed  ere  a  supply  of  water  was 
obtained.  Meanwhile  the  fire  had  spread  into  the  basement, 
where  a  wooden  shoot  communicating  with  the  first  story  was 
soon  enveloped,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  floor  was 
burnt  through.  Shortly  after  .vards  the  machinery  began  to  fall 
from  the  upper  stories.  So  rapidly  had  the  conflagration  spread 
that  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  from  the  fire  having  been  discovered, 
the  roof  and  a  portion  of  the  wall  fell  with  such  force  that  the 
ground  itself  shook.  The  damage  to  the  stock,  machinery,  and 
building  was  estimated  at  XI  5,000. 

Whilst  engaged  in  cooling  the  ruins  a  bright  glare  was  ob- 
served a  short  distance  ofl*,  and  on  going  to  the  spot  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  fire  was  raging  in  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Wilson, 
hosiers,  dyers,  &c.,  just  ofif  Carl  ton-road.  The  flames  were  con- 
fined to  the  centre  of  a  building  150  feet  long  by  about  50  feet 
deep,  and  the  fire  probably  originated  in  the  entrance  by  the  sky- 
light of  sparks  from  Messrs.  Lee  &,  Gee's  factory.  The  smoke 
from  the  smouldering  cotton  was  so  dense  that  one  of  the  firemen 
was  compelled  to  equip  himself  with  the  smoke  jacket,  and  wear- 
ing this  he  penetrated  <o  the  scene  of  the  conflagration  with  a 
hose  pipe.  By  tlm  means  it  was  subdued  in  the  course  of  three 
quartei*s  of  an  hour,  but  not  until  a  loss  of  from  X  1,000  to  £2,000 
had  been  caused. 

Februcury  4. — Mr.  D.  W.  Heath  elected  county  Coroner. 

Fdymary  6. — A  serious  fire  occurred  in  the  warehouse  of 
Mr.  Riste,  situated  in  Halifax-place,  Pilcher-gat«.  The  fire  was 
principally  confined  to  the  ground  floor,  a  room  80  feet  by  40 
feet 

FebrvLary  13. — The  Nottingham  Cattle  Market,  which  had 
been  closed  for  a  long  period  on  account  of  the  cattle  disease, 
again  opened. 

March  14. — ^The  trial  of  John  and  Mary  Watson,  before  Mr. 
Justice.  Smith,  for  the  murder  of  Henry  Raynor,  at  Carlton,  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1866,  created  a  great  sensation.  On 
Lady-day,  1866,  Mr.  Kaynor,  who  was  an  accountant  at  Notting- 
ham, took  a  house  with  a  garden,  two  orchards,  and  some  land,  at 
Carlton,  and  went  there  to  reside,  subletting  a  portion  of  the  house 
and  premises  to  the  prisoners.  Mr.  Eaynor  occupied  the  house 
until  September,  when  he  went  to  reside  at  Nottingham,  leaving 
the  Watsens  in  charge,  he  at  times  going  over  to  look  at  the 
orchard.     On   the  day  of   the>  murder  he  left  home  at  twenty 
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1867  minutes  past  four,  and  went  to  Carlton,  saying  that  he  should  be 
home  again  by  six  o'clock.  He  was  seen  at  the  house  he  had 
resided  in  at  Carlton  at  a  quarter-past  five,  after  which  he  was 
not  seen  again  alive,  but  at  twenty  minutes  to  eight  his  body  was 
found  with  his  head  laid  across  the  rails  of  the  Midland  railway 
not  far  from  the  bottom  of  the  fields  he  had  occupied.  His  death 
bad  evidently  been  caused  by  violence.  Various  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances caused  the  Watsons  to  be  arrested,  and  after  several 
remands  they  were  committed  to  the  assLees,  when,  after  a  very 
minute  investigation  of  the  case,  the  jury  acquitted  them  both. 

Ma/rch  14. — Destruction  of  the  Mechanics'  Hall  by  fire. 
About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  policeman  on  duty  perceived 
a  light  at  the  west  end  of  the  room.  He  immediately  gave  an 
alarm,  and  in  a  short  time  Supt.  Jenkins  arrived  with  a  portion 
of  the  fire  brigade,  but  the  fire  had  made  such  progress  that  all 
their  exertions  could  not  prevent  the  destiuction  of  the  large  hall 
and  the  organ,  also  the  portrait  of  Mr.  John  Heathcote,  of  Tiver- 
ton, presented  by  Mr.  James  Fisher,  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Lowe,  of  Highfield  House,  and  the  portrait  of  the  late  President 
of  the  Institution,  J.  S.  Wright,  Esq.,  of  Rempstone  Hall,  who 
gave  a  large  portion  of  the  land  on  which  the  institution  stands 
and  subscribed  liberally  both  to  the  building  and  to  the  organ. 
Fortunately,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  fire,  measures  were  taken  to 
remove  the  books  belonging  to  the  library,  which  were  all  got 
safely  away,  partly  to  Mr.  Mather's,  at  the  Shakespeare  inn,  and 
partly  to  the  schools  of  Trinity  church.  A  great  part  of  the 
natural  history  museum  was  also  saved,  being  removed  to  the 
house  of  Dr.  Yarley  and  other  places.  The  building  and  contents 
were  insured  for  £3,950. 

March  20. — An  alarming  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Smith,  chenille  and  gimp  manufacturer,  London-road.  The  premises 
were  extensive,  being  150  feet  long  by  40  feet  high,  but  the  fire 
was  confined  to  the  upper  portion. 

April  2. — The  Watch  Committee  agreed  to  order  one  of 
Shand  k>  Mason's  steam  fire  engines,  at  a  cost  of  £650. 

April. — Memorial  window  to  the  late  Mr.  Daft,  draper.  Long- 
row,  placed  in  St.  James's  church.  The  subject  is  the  parable  of 
the  ten  virgins.  The  window  consists  of  five  compartments,  the 
two  on  the  right  contain  figures  of  the  ^y^  wise  virgins,  and  the 
corresponding  two  on  the  left  contain  figures  of  the  five  foolish, 
and  the  centre  one  contains  that  of  the  bridegroom. 

June  6,  7,  &  8. — Cricket  match  at  Fenner's  ground,  between 
the  following  eleven  of  Notts.,  A  Shaw,  C.  Brampton,  W.  Oscroft, 
R  Daft,  G.  Parr,  G.  Paling,  R  C.  Tinley,  S.  Biddulph,  G.  Wootton, 
G.  Howitt,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  and  eleven  of  Caii' bridge.  Notts. 
scored  114  and  182,  Cambridge  79  and  97.  Our  team  won  by 
120  runs. 

June  10. — The  steam  fire  engine  ordered  on  the  2nd  of 
April  having  arrived,  it  was  publicly  tried  in  the  Great  Market- 


THI   NOTTINOHAM    DATK-BOOK.  545 

place,  when  it  discharged  400  to  500  gallons  of  water  a  minute  to    1867 
the  height  of  180  feet 

Juiie  20,  21,  k  22. — Cricket  match  at  Islington,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  composed  of  G.  Summers,  A.  Shaw,  J.  Oscroft, 
R  Daft,  W.  Oscroft,  G.  Paling,  J.  Grundy,  R  C.  Tinley,  S. 
Biddulph,  G.  Wootton,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  217  and  111 
for  the  loss  of  four  wickets.  Middlesex  scored  190  and  137.  Our 
team  won  by  six  wickets. 

Jvly  1,  2,  <fe  3. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  as  played  in  the  previous  Cam- 
bridge match  (with  the  exception  of  J.  Grundy  in  the  place  of  G. 
Parr)  and  eleven  of  Cambridge.  The  home  team  scored  61  and 
147,  the  visitors  200  and  9  for  the  loss  of  one  wicket. 

*hdy  24. — ^The  opening  services  of  Addison-street  Congrega- 
tional chaj^el  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Smith,  the  Revs.  W.  IL 
Stevenson,  J.  Matheson,  kc  The  building  is  of  iron,  and  will 
seat  520  persons.  The  cost,  including  the  land  (2,600  yards),  was 
about  £2,300. 

July  25,  26,  k  27. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Middlesex  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts, 
as  played  in  the  second  match,  with  the  exception  of  G.  Parr  in 
the  place  of  R.  C.  Tinley.  The  visitors  scored  215  and  118,  the 
home  team  204  and  131  for  the  loss  of  six  wicket& 

A%Lgu8t  26,  27,  k  28. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  the  North  of  England  and  eleven  of  Notts» 
The  home  team  scored  111  and  109,  the  Northerners  92  and  240, 
winning  by  112  runs. 

October  16. — Presentation  of  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of 
one  hundred  guineas,  subscribed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
regiment,  to  lieut-Colonel  Wright,  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  having  had  the  command  of  the  battalion  seven 
years.  The  presentation  was  made  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  by  the 
Duke  of  St  Alban's,  in  the  presence  of  a  most  brilliant  assemblage 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

October  22. — Opening  services  in  connection  with  the  reetorsr 
tion  of  St.  Mary's  churdi,  when  a  sermon  was  preached  by  His 
Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  a  collection  was  made  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  service  which  realised  £334. 

Novetnher  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  Some  of  the  wards 
were  contested  with  the  following  result : — St,  Ann^e^  J.  Hartshorn 
652,  F.  R  Baker  650,  L.  Torr  801,  W.  Pai«  279 ;  Byron^  W. 
Lambert  and  J.  Sweet ;  Castle^  R  Earwaker  377,  R  B.  Bond  377, 
F.  W.  Parsons  95,  G.  Belk  93 ;  Eocehafnge^  W.  Hammersley  and 
W.  R.  Brewill ;  Sl  Marf/s,  W.  NichoUs  352,  J.  Parkins  296, 
J.  Bradshaw  21,  M.  Middleton  32,  J.  Comyn  36 ;  Park,  T.  HiU 
and  M.  I.  Preston ;  Sherwood,  R  F.  Chatwin  and  J.  Manning. 

November  9. — Mr.  George  Smith  elected  councillor  for  Castle 
Ward  in  the  room  of  Mr.  B^  Hawkridge,  deceased. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  Barber  i^)poiiited  Mayor ;  Mr.  C  Q^ 
Hill,  Sheriff. 
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1S67  Xovember  18. — The  warehouse  of   Messrs.  Hutchinson  and 

Bentley,  Woolpack-lane,  nearly  destroyed  by  fii«.  The  building 
was  insured  for  ^1,000,  and  the  stock  for  £600. 

December  9. — Total  destruction  by  fire  of  a  basket  manufactory 
in  the  rear  of  the  shop  of  Mr.  Tompson,  draper,  Long-row 
West 

December, — Coal  found  on  the  Clifton  estate  on  the  north 
of  the  Trent,  at  the  depth  of  157  feet. 


1868. 

1868  January  6. — Presentation  of  regimental  prizes  for  1867  to  the 

Kobin  Hood  Eifles,  by  Lady  Edward  Pelham  Clinton. 

February  1. — Tremendous  gale  in  Nottingham  and  through- 
out the  county. 

March  6. — Mr.  Luke  Hardy  elected  an  Alderman  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Alderman  North,  who  died 
at  Basford  Hall,  February  28th,  in  his  60th  year. 

March  21. — A  peal  of  5,093  grandsire  cators  rung  at  St. 
Mary's  church  by  W.  Lee  1st,  J.  Wibberley  2nd,  G.  Ashmore  3rd, 
W.  Widdowson  4th,  S.  Wilkins  5th,  T.  Sanderson  6th,  W.  Lang- 
ley  7  th,  F.  Johnson  8th,  G.  Middleton  9th,  W.  Hoh-oyd  and  A. 
Archer,  tenor.  They  occupied  three  hours  and  thirty-seven 
minutes.  A  peal  of  this  kind  had  not  been  rung  at  St  Mary's 
for  forty-seven  years.     The  tenor  bell  weighs  36  cwt 

April  13. — The  Nottingham  Free  Library  was  opened  on 
Easter  Monday  of  this  year.  The  first  endeavour  to  establish  a 
free  library  for  the  town  emanated  from  the  Nottingham  Natural- 
ists' Society,  in  1863,  but  it  was  not  thought  desirable  to  call  a 
town's  meeting  for  several  years  after.  The  committee  of  the 
Artizans'  Library  being  in  pecuniary  difiiculties,  they  ofiered  tlie 
library  to  the  town  on  discharging  the  liability  of  the  committee. 
A  well  attended  meeting  of  influential  gentlemen  was  held  in  the 
Mayor's  parlour,  Jan.  4th,  1867,  to  consider  the  ofl'er,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  secure  the  library  and 
fittings,  and  ofier  them  to  the  town  as  a  nucleus  of  a  free  library. 
Memorials  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Libraries  Act,  1855,  were 
presented  to  the  Town  Council,  May  16th.  The  Mayor  called  a  pub- 
lic meeting  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  which  was  held  at  the 
Exchange,  May  29th,  1867.  After  the  working  of  the  Act  in 
other  towns  had  been  explained,  the  meeting  resolved,  "  That  the 
Libraries  Act  ought  to  be,  and  be  now  adopted,  for  the  Borough 
of  Nottingham."  There  was  only  one  person  who  voted  agalinst 
the  resolution,  and  he  subsequently  became  a  borrower.  At  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  held  July  8th,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  Act  At  the  same  meeting 
the  I^turalists'  Society  ofiered  its  museum  and  library  to  the 
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town  :  the  offer  bein;^  accepted.     At  a  special  Ck>uncil  Meeting,     1868 
September  23rd,  1867,  the  committee  reported  that  it  had  become 
possessed  of  the  Artizans'  Library.      Prom  this  time  the  committee 
exerted  their  energies  in  the  selection  and  purchase  of  books :   Mr. 
John  Palmer,  of  Manchester,   was  appointed  librarian,   and   Mr. 
Thomas  Dent,   sub-librarian.     The  room  (that  of    the  Artizans' 
Library,  in  Thurland-street)  was  cleaned  and  painted,  the  books 
arranged  and  catalogued,  and  on  Easter  Monday,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Aldermen,  Town  Councillors,  and  gentry  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood,  the  library  was  opened  by  Mr.   Alderman  John 
Barber,  Mayor,  who  borrowed  the  first  book,   Smiles's   "  History 
of  the  Huguenots."     The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Capt.  Starey, 
R.H.R.,   the  indefatigable  chairman,   Aldermen  Thackeray  and 
Page,  Mr.  Mundella,  Mr.   M.   I.  .Preston,  Sheriff,  and  the  late 
Rev.  James  Matheson.     At  this  time  there  were  about  10,000 
vols,  in  the  library;  400  applications  for  membership  were  received ; 
and  252  cards  of  membership  granted. .   The  first  day's  issue  was 
170  vols.     Mr.  Preston,  the  Sheriff,  presented  a  good  nucleus  for 
a  library  of    local   literature'     On   December    28th,    1868,   the 
library  consisted  of    12,270  vols.     Ih  the  summer  of  1869  the 
librarian  left,  and  Mr.  John  Potter  Briscoe,  principal  sub-librarian 
at  Bolton,  was  elected  August  5th,   1869,  to  succeed  him,  out  of 
153  applicants  for  the  office.      Large  additions  were  now  made  to 
the  stock,  members  were  enrolled  in  large  numbers,  the  circulation 
of  books  increased,  a  news-room  was  opened,  the  patent  library 
was  arranged,  the  reference  library  was  formed,  and  the  library  of 
local  literature  very  greatly  increased.     During  the  small  pox 
epidemic  the  library  was  -closed  from  December  14th,   1871,  to 
June  3rd,  1872,  during  which  time  the  books  were  disinfected  by 
the  fumes  of  carbolic  acid,  a  supplementary  catalogue  was  com- 
piled, and  also  a  catalogue  of  the  reference  library,  including  the 
local  books  and  pamphleta     A  branch  reading-room  was  opened  in 
Carter-gate,  July,  1876.  The  benefits  of  the  libraries  were  extended 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  about  to  become  incorporated  with 
the  town,  SepL  1st.    Branch  reading-rooms  were  opened  at  Bui  well, 
January  26th,   1878,  and  at  Basford,  February  9th,  1878,  the 
latter  being  closed  Saturday,  Sept.  27th,  1879.     The  Carter-gate 
room  proving  too  small,  it  was  closed   March  7th,   1878,  and 
another  was  opened  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  Sn^inton,  March  9th, 
1878.     At  the  present  time  the  Nottingham  Free  Public  Libraries 
consist  of  a  lending  library,  reference  library  (including  the  pa'tent 
library),  and  news-room  at  Thurland-street ;  a  reference  library  and 
reading-room  at  Sneinton  ;  and  a  reacfing-room  and  lending  library 
at  Bui  well.     In  all  there  are  about  25,000  vols.,  the  annual  issues 
exceed  160,000,  and  there  are  more  than  5,000  actual  members  of 
the  lending  library.     The  principal  librarian  is  Mr.  John  Potter 
Briscoe,   Fellow   and   local    Secretary   of    the   Royal    Historical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  member  of  several  learned  societies,  and 
author  of  numerous  publications  of  general  and  local  interest.  The 
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i86S   central  library,  at  present  located  in  Thurland-street,  will  be  re- 
moved to  the  new  University  Building  during  the  summer  of  1880. 

AprU. — The  Free  Grammar  School  removed  from  Stoney- 
street  to  the  handsome  building  in  Arboretum-street,  and  the  name 
changed  to  Nottingham  High  School.  It  is  divided  into  upper 
and  lower  schools.  The  education  in  the  upper  school  is  classicaL 
The  foundation  stone  was  laid  October  18th,  1866. 

May  28,  29,  &  30. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Lancashire.  The  home 
team  comprised  G.  Summers,  A.  Shaw,  J.  Oscroft,  R.  Daft,  W. 
Oscroft,  G.  Parr,  J.  Beevor,  Esq.,  S.  Biddulph,  S,.  Sharpe,  G. 
Wootton,  and  J.  C.  Shaw.  The  visitors  scored  74  and  148,  Notts. 
296,  winning  by  an  innings  and  74  runs. 

June  8. — ^The  first  sod  of  Clifton  Colliery  turned  by  Lady 
Clifton,  in  the  presence  of  many  thousands  of  persons,  on-  which 
occasion  a  silver  spade  was  presented  to  her  ladyship  by  the 
Independent  Society  of  Nottingham  as  a  token  of  respect 

June  17. — Opening  of  the  Con^egational  Institute  on  Forest- 
road.  The  style  of  the  structure  is  Gx)thic  of  the  14th  century, 
and  the  materials  are  red  bricks  with  stone  dressings.  The  build- 
ing contains  on  the  ground  floor  a  large  entrance  hall,  reception 
room,  staircase,  a  large  class  room,  and  libiTiry.  The  second  story 
is  occupied  by  the  lecture  hall,  which  is  a  very  large  and  lofty 
room,  60  feet  by  30  feet)  with  open  timbered  roof  The  houses 
of  the  tutors  are  at  either  end  of  the  building,  and  are  spacious, 
convenient,  and  comfortabla  The  foundation  stone  was  laid  by 
Mr.  James  Sidebotton,  of  Manchester,  on  June  26th,  1867.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Sutton  was  the  architect,  and  the  cost)  including  the  furnish- 
ing of  the  library,  lecture  room,  and  other  items,  about  X5,400, 
not  including  the  land. 

July  2,  3,  k  4 — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Notta  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The  home  team 
were  the  same  as  in  the  Lancashire  match,  with  the  exception  of 
G.  Howitt  in  place  of  J.  Beevor,  Esq.  Notts,  scored  60  and  158, 
Yorkshire  213  and  8  for  the  loss  of  one  wicket. 

JvJy  13,  14,  <fe  15. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Our  team  comprised 
G.  Summers,  A.  Shaw,  F.  Wild,  R  Daft,  W.  Oscroft,  J.  Oscroft^ 
J.  R.  Truswell,  Esq.,  a  Biddulph,  M.  Mlntyre,  G.  Wootton, 
and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  58  and  166,  Surrey  114  and  184, 
winning  by  74  runs. 

July  27,  28,  h  29. — Return  cricket  match  at  DewBbury,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Yorkshire  and  eleven  of  Notts.  Our  team  com- 
prised G.  Summers,  A.  Shaw,  J.  Oscroft,  R  Daft,  T.  Wright,  F. 
Wild,  G.  Parr,  S.  Biddulph,  M.  Mlntyre,  G.  Wootton,  and  J.  C. 
Shaw.  Yorkshire  scored  85  and  76,  Notta  162  and  107,  winning 
by  108  runs. 

July  28. — One  of  the  most  extraordinary  fires  ever  known 
in  this  neighbourhood  broke  out  on  the  Trent-side,  caused  by  the 
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extreme  dryness  of  tlie  season.  About  three  o  clock  id  the  after-  1864 
noon,  the  grass  in  a  field  occupied  by  Mr.  Taylor  was  discovered  to 
be  on  fire,  the  flames  spreading  with  great  rapidity.  P.a,  Walker, 
from  the  Trent-bridge  police  station,  with  assistance,  was  soon  oil 
the  dpot,  but  by  their  arrival  the  fire  had  taken  possession  of 
several  fields,  the  grass  being  completely  burnt,  and  the  hedge- 
rows crackling  in  all  directions.  He  immediately  mounted  an  ash 
tree,  and  having  supplied  the  bystanders  with  boughs,  they  made 
a  determined  effort  to  beat  out  the  fira  In  this  they  partially  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  steam  fire  engine  having  arrived,  a  steady  stream 
w^s  directed  on  the  flames,  which  were  soon  extinguished.  The  fields, 
seven  in  number,  through  which  the  fire  had  passed  presented  a 
very  peculiar  appearance,  not  a  single  blade  of  perfect  grass  was 
to  be  seen,  and  in  consequence  of  the  long  continued  drought 
many  trees  were  half  burnt  down.  This  was  an  exceedingly  dvf 
summer,  the  dryest  since  the  drought  of  1826. 

JtUi/  30,  31,  &  August  1. — Return  cricket  match  at  Old 
Traflbrd  ground,  Manchester,  between  eleven  of  Lancashire  and 
eleven  of  Notts.  Onr  county  was  represented  by  G.  ^Summers^ 
A.  Shaw,  M.  Mlntyre,  R  Daft,  P.  W.  H.  Miles,  Esq.,'  G.  Parr. 
J.  Oscroft,  J.  R.  Truswell,  Esq.,  S.  Biddulph,  G.  Wootton,  ana 
J.  0.  Shaw,  who  scored  127  and  110.  Lancashire  168  and  53. 
Notts,  won  by  16  runs. 

August  6. — Died  at  his  residence,  Hounds-gate,  aged  86 
years,  Mr.  Samuel  Fox.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  Clarendon-street,  in  the 
presence  of  a  very  large  concourse,  most  of  whom  mourned  the 
loss  of  a  friend,  and  many  that  of  a  bene&ustor. 

August  27,  28,  k  29. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Surrey  and  eleven  of  Notts.  Our 
team  comprised  A.  Shaw,  G.  Summers,  T.  Wright,  Esq.,  R.  Daft^ 
T.  Bignall,  M.  M'Intyre,  F.  Wild,  S.  Biddulph,  G.  Wootton,  R.  O. 
Tinley,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  aoored  129  and  202.  Surrey  69  and 
78.     Notts,  won  by  184  ram. 

October  3Q. — Slight  shooks  of  earthquake  felt  in  Nottin^^iam, 
and  in  various  parta  of  the  oountcy. 

Ifovember  2. — ^New  County  Court  buildings  in  St  Peter'a- 
gate  opened. 

November  3. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  Byron  and  Castle 
#ere  the  only  contested  wards,  as  shown  below : — Si,  Afm%  T.  R. 
Starey  and  E.  Massey ;  Byron,  J.  Riste  694,  W.  Gregory  490, 
G.  Belk  374  ;  Castle,  J.  R  Annibal  297,  G.  Smith  297^  J.  Trevitt 
243,  C.  Cordon  229  >  Exchange,  H.  Hind  and  W.  Greaves ;  Sl 
Mari/*8,  J.  R.  Browne  and  W.  Skinner ;  Park,  N.  Dickinson  and 
J.  Thompson ;  Shertoood,  S.  Butler  and  J.  S.  Butler. 

N^ovember  9.-»^Mr.  J.  Barber  appointed  Mayor,  and  Mr.  C.  G. 
Hill,  SheriflV  ^ftch  for  the  Second  time ;  and  the  following  Aldermen 
were  elected : — Messrs.  J.  Reckless,  L.  Heymann,  J.  Howitt,  Ti 
Oulleo,  W.  Page,  J*  L.  Thackeray,  and  W.  Knight 

4  u 
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1868  I<^emher  14. — Funeral  of  the  Marquis  of  Hastings  at  Ken- 

Ball  Green  Cemetery. 

November  1 7. — Mr.  J.  Gamble  elected  Councillor  for  Sherwood 
Ward  in  the  room  of  Mr.  J.  Howitt,  appointed  Alderman. 

November  17. — Election  of  two  members  for  the  borough  of 
Nottingham  in  consequence  of  a  dissolution  of  Parliament  There 
were  five  candidates  in  the  field,  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton  and  Lieut. -Colonel 
Wright  being  returned.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  candidates, 
and  the  number  each  polled  : — Sir  R  J.  Clifton,  5285  ;  Lieut. -Col. 
Wright,  4591 ;  Mr.  Chas.  Seely,  4004 ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Clayden,  2716 ; 
and  Mr.  R.  Bemal  Osborne,  2631.  This  election  passed  off  with 
much  le.ss  excitement  than  characterised  many  former  elections 
for  the  borough. 

November  23. — Mr.  A.  J.  Mundella  appointed  Alderman  in 
the  room  of  L.  Heymann,  Esq.,  who  had  retired  through  ill 
health. 

November  23. — The  Right  Hon.  J.  E.  Denison,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  F.  C.  Smith,  Esq.,  returned  for 
the  northern  division  of  the  county  of  Nottingham  wiUiout 
opposition. 

December  7. — Mr.  J.  Oldknow  appointed  Alderman  in  the 
place  of  the  lato  Mr.  Alderman  Fowler,  who  died  on  the  29th  of 
the  previous  month. 

December, — Two  memorial  windows  of  stained  glass  were 
placed  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Mary's  church.  One  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Mr.  William  Wright,  which  represents  the  Annuncia- 
tion, the  Temptation,  and  the  Ministry  of  Angels ;  and  the  other 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Fellows,  representing  John 
the  Baptist  pointing  out  our  Saviour  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  and 
some  illustrations  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  They  were  exe- 
cuted by  Messrs.  Ward  k  Hughes,  of  London. 

December  15. — The  Post  Office,  which  was  for  some  years 
situate  in  Albert-street,  was  this  day  removed  to  the  new  build- 
ings erected  at  the  top  of  Victoria-street. 

Deceml>er  16. — Mr.  John  Trevitt  elected  Councillor  for 
St  Ann's  Ward,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  J.  Oldknow. 

December  17. — A  destructive  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises 
of  Mr.  Smedley,  manufactui-er,  of  Sandiacre.  The  building  and 
machinery  were  entirely  destroyed. 

December  19. — An  alarming  accident  occurred  on  the  Midland 
railway  at  the  Mansfield  Junction,  when  some  passengers  were 
seriously  injured. 

December  23. — Presentation  of  prizes  to  the  Robin  Hood 
Rifles  bv  Her  Gmoe  the  Duchess  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  Exhibition 
Building. 

December  27. — Gale  and  high  flood  in  the  Meadows. 

December  28. — A  sad  occurrence  took  place  at  Bingham.  Mr. 
Charles  Doncaster  and  a  boy  named  Attenborough,  both  residents 
in  the  village,  were  returning  home  in  a  conveyance  about  seyen 
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o*clock  from  Granby,  and  had  to  cross  the  river  Smite,  which  runs    1868 
at  the  foot  of  a  hill  about  two  miles  from  Bingham.     Soon  after- 
wards some  waggoners  passing  saw  a  portion  of  the  cart  in  the 
stream,  and  Mr.  Doncaster  and  the  boy  were  afterwaixis  found 
drowned,  having  been  carried  about  half-a-mile  below  the  ford. 

December  29. — Celebration  of  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton's  return  aa 
member  for  Nottingham,  in  the  Exhibition  Building,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Nottingham  Independent  Society.  About  1,700 
partook  of  tea. 

December  29. — Sale  of  the  library  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Hastings,  at  Messrs.  Pott  k  Neale's  auction  mart,  by  Mr.  Phillipe, 
of  London.     The  sale  continued  several  days. 


1869. 

January  19. — Opening  of  the  Mechanics'  Hall,  re-built  from    1869 
the  design  of  Mr.  T.  Simpson,  partly  on  the  site  of  the  old  hall, 
some  of  the  walls  of  which  were  used  in  the  erection  of  the  present 
structure. 

Febniary  3. — Marriage,  at  Wollaton  church,  of  the  Hon. 
Alexandrina  Henrietta  Matilda  Willoughby,  eldest  daughter  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Middleton,  to  Sir  J.  H.  Thorold,  Bart,  of 
Syston  Park,  near  Grantham. 

Februa/ry  6. — Death  of  Mr.  Richard  Howitt,  at  Iklingley, 
near  Southwell,  aged  69  years.  He  was  well  known  as  the  author 
of  **  Impressions  of  Australia.''  He  formerly  carried  on  business 
as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  in  Lower  Parliament-street.  He  after- 
wards emigrated  to  Australia,  from  whence  he  returned  and  settled 
at  £dingley. 

March  7.— Death  of  Sir  Arthur  Clifton,  G.C.B.,  K.C.H.,  at 
Brighton.  Sir  Arthur  was  born  in  1772,  and  was  a  general  in 
the  army,  and  Colonel  of  the  Ist  Dragoons.  He  was  interred  on 
the  13th  in  Clifton  church,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew. 
Sir  R  J.  Clifton. 

March  29  (Easter  Monday). — Mr.  Holt's  six-part  peal  of 
grandsire  triples  was  rung  on  the  bells  of  All  Saints'  chui-ch,  con- 
sisting of  190  bobs,  50  singles,  and  5,040  changes,  which  was 
accomplished  in  two  hours  and  fifty-six  minutes,  by  the  following 
persons: — J.  Wibberley  1st,  S.  Wilkins  2nd,  T.  Sanderson  3rd, 
J.  Lennard  4th,  R  Gosling  5th,  W.  Widdowson  6th,  G.  Middle- 
ton  7th,  C.  Bradbury,  tenor.     Conducted  by  G.  Middleton. 

May  30. — Death  of  Sir  R.  J.  Clifton,  Bart.,  senior  member 
for  the  borough.  The  deceased,  who  was  the  ninth  baronet,  was 
bom  in  1826,  his  mother  being  the  daughter  of  John  Swinfen,  Esq., 
of  Swinfen,  Stafibrdshii-a  Sir  Robert  was  educated  at  Eton,  and 
on  his  return  from  school  remained  for  some  time  at  Clifton  Hall, 
subsequently  he  passed  much  of  his  time  abroad,  principally  at 
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1869  Paris.  He  8ucc«>eded  to  the  title  and  the  Clifton  estates  in  1852, 
on  the  death  of  his  father  (Sir  Juckes  Granville  Clifton,  Bart.), 
and  in  the  following  year  married  Geraldine,  daughter  of  Colonel 
O^Meara.  A  vacancy  having  occurred  in  the  representation  of 
the  borough,  through  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Mellor  to  the  judicial 
bench,  at  the  close  of  1861,  he  offered  himself  as  a  candidate,  and 
after  an  exciting  contest  was  returned  by  a  majority  of  1,402  over 
the  late  Duke  of  Newcastle  (then  Lord  Linoobi).  He  again  con- 
tested the  borough  at  the  general  election  in  1865,  and  was 
returned  by  a  majority  of  27  over  Mr.  Paget,  who  was  third. 
8ir  Robert's  colleague  was  Mr.  Samuel  Morley.  Petitions 
were  lodged  against  the  return  of  both  members;  and  both 
members  were  unseated  for  bribery  and  intimidation,  and  were 
thus  prohibited  from  sitting  in  that  Parliament  He  was  again 
returned  at  the  general  eleAion  in  November,  1868,  in  conjunction 
with  Lieut -Colonel  Wright.  He  succeeded  to  the  Barton  estate 
on  the  death  of  Sir  Arthur  Clifton,  March  7th,  1869.  Sir  Robert's 
funeral  took  place  at  Clifton  church,  on  the  7th  of  June,  in  the 
presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators.  W.  T.  Mark- 
ham,  Esq.,  of  Becca  Hall,  Yorkshire,  succeeded  to  the  estate^ 
taking  up  the  name  of  Clifton. 

May  31  d^  June  I  &  2. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The  home  team 
comprised  H.  Enfield,  Esq.,  G.  Summers,  T.  Bignall,  R.  Daft, 
G.  Parr,  W.  Oscroft,  A.  Shaw,  F.  Wild,  G.  Howitt,  R  Q  Tinley, 
and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  111  and  204,  the  Yorkshire  men  43 
and  171.     Notts,  won  by  101  runs. 

June  7. — Death  of  Lord  Broughton  (Sir  John  Cam  Hob- 
house),  aged  83  years.  He  was  five  times  elected  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Nottingham,  and  represented  the  borough  from 
1834  to  1847. 

June  8. — Captain  Parry  appointed  Chief  Constable  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  J.  Freeman,  who  had  resigned. 

June  15. — Election  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  in  the  place 
of  the  late  Sir  R  J.  Clifton.  At  the  close  of  the  poll  the  num- 
bei-s  were  Charles  Seely,  Esq.,  (Liberal),  4634 ;  William  Digby 
Seymour,  Esq.,  (Conservative),  4525.  There  was  much  disturbance, 
the  Riot  Act  was  read,  and  the  Pensioners  called  out,  but  little 
damage  was  done  with  the  exception  of  a  few  broken  heads  and 
windows. 

June  29. — The  new  organ  at  the  Mechanics*  Hall  opened  by 
Mr.  Best,  of  Liverpool.  The  cost  of  it  was  i:800,  and  it  was 
built  by  Messrs.  Hill  &  Son,  of  London. 

July  5,  6,  &  7. — Cricket  match  at  Lord's  ground,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  M.C.C.  and  Ground.  Our  team 
comprised  G.  Summers,  T.  BignaU,  W.  Oscroft,  R  Daft,  F.  Wild, 
A.  Shaw,  P.  W.  H.  Miles,  Esq.,  S.  Biddulph,  R  C.  Tinley,  G. 
Wootton,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  129  and  295,  M.C.C.  112 
and  210.     Notts,  won  bv  102  runn. 
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J^dy  6. — Presentation  to  the  Rev.  J.  Mai*tin  on  his  relinquishing    1H69 
the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  chapel,  Darby-road,  he  having  accepted 
an  invitation  from  a  church  in  Australia,  to  which  colony  he  was 
about  to  emigrate. 

JvXy  8,  9,  k  10. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  elevon  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  The  home  team  com- 
prised the  same  players  as  in  the  M.C.C.  match,  with  the  exception 
of  J.  Oscroft  in  the  place  of  P.  W.  H.  Miles,  Esq.  The  visitors 
sooted  163  and  104,  Notts.  187  and  82  for  the  loss  of  ^ne 
wicket. 

July  22,  23,  k  24.— Cricket  match  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Kent.     Our  team  comprised 

F.  Wild,  O.  Summers,  W.  Oscroft,  R  Daft,  T.  Bignall,  J.  Oscroft, 
W.  Price,  S.  Biddulph,  W.  Mlntyre,  O.  Wootton,  and  J.  C. 
Shaw.  Kent  scored  112  and  114,  Notts.  251,  winning  by  an 
innings  and  25  runs. 

Jvly  23. — Mr.  Henry  Enfield,  one  of  the  Borough  Magit* 
trates,  died  suddenly  at  Matlock. 

Jvly  26. — Commencement  of  the  sale  of  the  effects  of  the 
late  Sir  R  J.  Clifton,  at  Clifton  Hall,  by  Mr.  Richard  Grundy. 

J-aly  29. — A  commission  opened  at  the  Shire  Hall,  before  Mr. 
Baron  Mai*tin,  to  try  the  election  petition,  presented  by  the 
Independent  Society,  against  the  return  of  Charles  Seely,  Esq^ 
Mr.  Serjeant  PaiTy,  Mr.  Macnamara,  Mr.  Yeatman,  and  Mr. 
Hannay  for  the  petitioners,  and  Serjeant  Ballantine  and  Serjeant 
Sargood  for  the  defence.  The  evidence  being  weak,  the  petition 
was  abandoned  on  the  fourth  day,  and  Charles  Seialy,  Esq.,  was 
declared  duly  elected 

J\dy  29,  30,  k  31. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kenningtoa 
Oval,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Oar 
team  comprised  G.  Summers,  T.  Bignall,  J.  G.  Beevor,  Em|.,  W. 
Oscroft,  R  Daft,  A.  Shaw,  W.  Price,  S.  Biddulph,  G.  Wootton, 

G.  Howitt,  and  J.  C.  Shaw.  Surrey  scored  206  and  208,  Notta 
356  and  61  for  the  loss  of  four  wickets,  thirteen  minutes  before 
the  time  for  drawing  the  stumps  on  the  third  day. 

Augu%i  15. — A  destructive  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of 
Mr.  Harston,  at  the  junction  of  Queen-street  and  Carlton-streetb 

A%ji^%t  16,  17,  k  18. — Return  cricket  match  at  Sheffield, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The  Notts; 
team  were  the  same  as  in  the  last  match,  with  the  exception  of 
F.  Wild  in  place  of  G.  Howitt,  who  scored  213  and  79.  The 
Yorkshire  men  compiled  205  and  88  for  the  loss  of  ^y^  wickets. 

August  19,  20,  k  21. — Return  cricket  match  on  Trent- 
bridge  ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Kent.  The 
visitors  scored  52  and  113,  Notts.  446,  winning  by  an  innings  and 
281  runs. 

Auquat  27. — ^Annual  inspeotion  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  at 
the  Castle  grounds,  by  Colonel  Wombwell,  who  was  acoompanied 
by  the  Dnke  of  St  Albans.     The  Duchess  of  St.  Albans,  Lady 
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1869  Diana  Beauclerk,  Lord  and  Lady  Belper,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Welfitti 
and  many  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  also  present* 
After  the  inspection,  Mrs.  Welfitt,  in  the  name  of  her  husbandt 
presented  the  battalion  with  the  Queen's  colour  of  the  volunteem 
of  1812,  making  the  following  appropriate  speech  : — "My  Lord 
Duke,  Lieut-Colonel  Wright,  officers,  and  members  of  the  Robin 
Hoods,  I  feel  deeply  the  honour  of  having  to  present  colours  to 
so  fine  a  regiment,  a  corps  of  which  every  one  in  this  county  must 
b^  justly  proud,  and  join  in  thanking  them  for  having  so  largely 
raised  the  honour  of  the  county  by  the  efficiency  of  their  discipline 
and  the  steadiness  of  their  conduct.  My  huslmnd  rejoices  in  the 
opportunity  of  having  these  colours  to  present  to  you,  and  which 
your  noble  Colonel  has  accepted  in  such  a  kind  manner  on  your 
behalf.  At  the  time  when  the  local  Militia  Volunteers  were  dis- 
banded at  the  conclusion  of  the  great  continental  war,  this  standard 
remained  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Welfitt's  father,  who  had 
commanded  the  i*egiment  We  are  sorry  to  have  no  more  of  its 
story  to  tell,  by  whom  it  was  first  given,  or  on  what  occasion.  He 
has  made  every  effi)rt  to  trace  its  origin,  but  without  success,  and 
we  can  only  express  our  satisfaction  that  it  should  now  rest  in 
such  worthy  hands." 

September  7. — The  workmen  engaged  in  sinking  No.  2  shaft 
at  Wilford  pit  struck  a  seam  of  coal 

.    SeptenAer  9. — Death  of  Lady  Palmerston,  in  her  83rd  year. 

Septeniber  14. — ^Foundation  stone  of  the  new  Presbyterian 
church,  Belgrave-square,  Goldsmith-street,  laid  by  R.  Barbour, 
Esq.,  of  Bolesworth  Castle. 

September  18. — Nearly  2 J  inches  of  rain  fell  in  twelve  hours, 
the  greatest  amount  on  record.  The  estimated  weight  of  the  rain 
that  fell  in  the  borough  of  Nottingham  was  400,000  tons. 

September  30. -A  second  seam  of  coal  stlrut^k  at  Clifton  Colliery. 

October  9. — A  fearful  railway  accident  occurred  on  the  Mid- 
land railway,  about  midway  between  Borrowash  and  Trent  stationa 
A  heavy  return  excursion  train,  with  visitors  to  the  Goose  Fair, 
left  the  station  at  Nottingham  about  11.30  p.m.. for  Leicester,  and 
was  followed  immediately  by  the  mail  for  Derby.  From  some 
unknown  cause  the  excursion  was  stopped  beyond  the  Erewaah 
bridge,  and  the  night  being  very  foggy  the  mail  ran  into  the  special 
with  a  fearful  crash.  Seven  of  the  excursionists  were  killed,  and 
many  injured.  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  Monday  following  by 
the  coroner  for  the  county  of  Derby,  the  accident  occurring  just 
within  that  county,  and  much  to  the  surprise  of  both  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Nottingham  and  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  was  concluded 
the  same  day,  a  verdict  of  '*  accidental  death''  being  returned. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  The  whole  of  the 
seven  wards  were  contested,  with  the  following  result : — St,  Ann^ 
D.  W.  Heath  1.443,  J.  Trevitt  1,424,  J.  Loverseed  821,  W.  Pare 
797  ;  Byron,  W.  Gregory  918.  H.  Egginton  907,  G.  Belk  347, 
S.  Whitchurch  335 )  Castle,  J.  Brown  436,  C.  Cole  436,  W.  Lewis  87, 
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J.  North  78;  Excharige,  W.  Wright  609,  J.  Thompson  601,  B.    1869 
Cranch  253,  C.  Lacey  243 ;  St  Mari/s,  T.  Adams  485,  S.  Turner 
485,  J.  Sylvester  159,  F.  N.  Burrows  159  ;  Park,  W.  Wright  426, 
W.  Foster  417,  C.  B.  Truman  223,  T.  Wood  208 ;   Shertoood,  J. 
Barber  1,007,  G.  B.  Rothera  935,  J.  Comyn  840. 

November  9. — Mr.  James  Oldknow  appointed  Mayor ;  Mr. 
J.  W.  Bowers,   Sheriff. 

November  16. — Mr.  W.  G.  Ward  elected  Councillor  for  Sher- 
wood Ward,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  G.  B.  Kothera,  who  had  refused  to 
i^ccept  the  seat,  on  the  ground  that  certain  paiiies  had  bribed 
electors  to  vote  for  him.  There  was  a  strong  contest  between  Mr. 
Ward  and  Mr.  J.  Comyn,  who  had  contested  the  ward  five  times 
in  the  conservative  interest.  Mr.  Ward  polled  1,106,  and  Mr. 
Comyn  844.  He  had  previously  polled  840  as  Mr.  Bothera's 
opponent. 

Novemhm'  25. — At  the  Nottingham  Licensed  Victuallers'  din- 
ner, Lieut -Colonel  Wright,  M.P.,  in  the  chair,  Mr.  F.  C.  Smith, 
M.P.,  stated  that  he  had  been  looking  at  the  balance  sheet  of  one 
of  his  forefathers,  who  kept  the  Nottingham  Bank,  and  who  died 
in  1727.  It  showed  £40,000  of  deposits,  which  included  deposits 
made  by  gentlemen  from  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  other  towns,  as 
he  believed  there  was  no  other  bank  north  of  London.  The  balance 
sheets  of  the  Nottingham  banks  would  now  show  about  two  millions 
of  money. 

December  2. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Bobin  Hood 
Rifles  by  Alderman  James  Oldknow,  Mayor. 

December  18. — Amy  Jennings,  midwife,  of  Nottingham,  was 
tried  and  acquitted  at  the  Notts.  Winter  Assizes,  on  a  charge  of 
causing  the  death  of  Hannah  Brown,  of  Mansfield,  in  the  per- 
formance of  an  unlawful  operation. 

December  19. — ^The  highest  flood  since  1852.  At  its  highest 
the  water  was  17  or  18  inches  below  that  flood. 
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January  12. — Grand  ball  given  at  the  Mechanics'  Hall  by   1870 
the  Mayor  of  Nottingham,  James  Oldknow,  Esq.     The  last  civic 
ball  was  given  by  T.  North,  Esq.,  in  the  year  1845. 

February  2. — ^The  Rev.  Charles  Mackenzie,  D.D.,  consecrated 
Suffragan  Bishop  of  Nottingham,  at  St.  Mary's  church^ 

February  6. — ^The  fectory  of  Messra  Bayldon  h  Co.,  yam 
spinners.  Canal-street,  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  premises  of  Mr. 
A.  Pyatt,  timber  merchant,  and  those  of  Mr.  W.  Harris,  Steam 
Saw  Mills,  both  adjoining,  were  much  injured.  This  was  a  most 
extensive  conflagration,  and  at  one  time  threatened  the  destruction 
of  an  immense  amount  of  property.  The  damage  was  estimated 
at  about  £14,000. 


556  THE    NOTTINGHAM    DATE-BOOK. 

1870  Fthrwiry  2'^, — Election  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  the 

borough  of  Nottingham,  to  supply  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
retirement  of  Lieut-Colonel  Wright,  who  had  resigned  through 
ill  health.  The  candidates  were  the  Hon.  Auberon  Herbert  and 
Mr.  W.  D.  Seymour,  Q.C.  The  usual  amount  of  excitement  waa 
displayed,  accompanied  by  acts  of  violence.  At  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  an  immense  crowd  assembled  in  the  Great  Mar- 
ket-place, fights  were  got  up,  respectable  women  were  assaulted, 
and  injuries  of  a  serious  character  inflicted.  Many  of  the  riotera 
were  apprehended,  and  sentenced  to  various  terms  of  imprisonment. 
The  Hon.  A.  Herbert  was  elected,  the  numbers  at  the  official 
declaration  of  the  poll  being,  Herbert  4,971,  Seymour  4,675. 

March  7, — Dtutth  of  the  Rev.  D.  Whalley,  M.A,  rector  of 
St  Peter's. 

Ma/rch  16. — Shortly  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  a  fire 
broke  out  in  th^  factory  of  the  Notcingham  Manufacturing  Co., 
Station-street.  The  fire  brigade  quickly  appeared  on  the  scene 
with  the  steam  and  a  manual  engine,  but  from  some  cause  much 
time  was  lost  in  getting  to  work,  meanwhile  the  fire  spread  with 
alarming  rapidity,  and  shortly  after  eight  o'clock  the  roof  fell  in 
with  a  tremendous  crash.  The  fir^  was  confined  to  the  factory 
portion  of  the  establishment 

April  3. — Another  immense  confiagration  occurred  on  the 
premises  previously  occupied  by  Messrs.  Adams  k  Co.,  situate  in 
St.  Mary's-gate,  and  in  the  occupation  of  yarious  tenants,  which 
destroyed  the  back  portion  of  that  extensive  range  of  buildings. 
The  damage  was  estimated  at  upwai*ds  of  XI  0,000. 

April  19. — A  man  named  Moss,  who  had  a  short  time  pre* 
viously  been  sentenced  to  twelve  months'  imprisonment  for 
assaulting  his  daughter,  committed  suicide  in  the  town  gaoL 

April  26. — Mr.  S.  Adams,  of  the  firm  of  T.  Adams  h  Co., 
died  suddenly. 

May  17. — Captain  Starey  presented  an  ambulanoe  waggon  to 
the  Robin  Hood  Rifles. 

June  9,  10,  &  11. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington  Oval,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Notta  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Our  team  were 
J.  G.  Beevor,  Esq.,  T.  Bignall,  G.  Summers,  R  Daft,  F.  Wild, 
W.  M'Intyre,  W.  Oscroft,  A.  Shaw,  G.  Wootton,  S.  Biddulph, 
and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  161  and  325,  Surrey  146  and  2321 
Notta  won  by  108  runs. 

June  13,  14,  k  15. — Cricket  match  at  Lord's,  between  the 
same  eleven  of  Notta  and  eleven  of  M.C.C.  and  grband.  Oor 
team  scored  267  and  157,  M-QO  183  and  240.  Notta  won  by 
one  wicket  In  this  match  C^ea  Summers  was  aooidentally  struMi 
by  a  rising  ball  delivered  by  Platts,  causing  his  death  a  few  days 
afterwards.  A  monument  was  erected  to  his  mfemory  in  the 
General  Cemetery,  Nottingham,  by  the  Marylebone  Cricket  Cluh. 
J\me  ][6. — The  Wilford  Bridge  and  Collieries  opened  by  liuly 
Clifton.     About  the  year  1855  oporations  for  boring  were  com- 
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menced  at  Clifton,  near  the  Hall,  but  subsequently  abandoned.  1870 
On  May  1st,  1867,  boring  was  commenced  in  the  Brickyard  Spin- 
ney on  the  south  of  the  Ti<ent,  and  on  the  7th  of  August  coal 
was  found  5  feet  7  inches  in  thickness.  It  was  then  determined 
to  bore  on  the  north  of  the  river,  which  was  commenced  on  the 
14th  October,  1867,  and  concluded  in  March  the  following  year, 
the  operations  having  been  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  "Mr. 
Marsh.  Four  beds  of  coal  were  proved,  and  negotiations  were 
then  eAtered  into  for  putting  down  boilers,  engines,  <bc.  On  the 
8th  of  June,  Lady  CUfton  turned  the  first  sod,  in  the  presence  of 
Sir  Kobert  and  man)  thousands  of  the  people  of  Nottingham. 
The  result  was  that  24  seams  of  coal  were  gone  through,  some  of 
them  very  valuable.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  seams  of 
coal  discovered : — At  the  depth  of  60  yards  and  1 1  inches,  a  seam 
of  coal  2  feet  8  inches  in  thickness ;  6  yards  lower  there  was  a 
thin  seam  6  inches  in  thickness ;  another  3  feet,  and  then  a  seam 
8  inches  in  depth.  The  hard  top  seam  was  at  a  distance  of  70 
yards  5  inches  below  the  surface.  The  next  valuable  seam  was 
the  Dunsil  (a  yard  thick)  at  a  depth  of  94  yards  5  inches.  Nine 
yards  lower  the  Waterloo  seam  was  reach^  3  feet  3  inches  in 
thickness ;  blue  clunch  and  bind  succeeded  for  nine  yards,  when  a 
seam  of  fair  workable  coal  was  found  2  feet  thick.  Coal,  mingled 
with  swinge,  then  followed  to  the  extent  of  23  yards ;  another 
small  seam,  and  the  valuable  bed  known  as  the  "Rattle  Jack" 
seam,  1  yard  2}  inches  in  thickness,  was  found  at  a  depth  of  rather 
more  than  175  yards.  Clunch  and  whetstone  ironstone  iftade  up 
the  next  27  yards,  and  with  the  exception  of  11  inches  of  coal 
nothing  worthy  of  note  was  met  with  until  the  sinkers  had  attained 
a  depth  of  rather  over  230  yards,  when  a  bed  of  good  soft  coal  2 
feet  10  inches  in  thickness  was  won ;  and  at  a  depth  of  rather 
more  than  239  yards  an  excellent  bed  of  coal  termed  "  The  Deep 
Softs''  3  feet  2  inches  in  thickness  was  intercepted.  About  8  feet 
of  clunch  having  been  passed  through,  another  seam  rather  over 
2  fe«t  thick  wias  met  with.  Bind,  <Src.,  to  the  extent  of  ,12  yards 
and  2  feet  4  inches  separated  the  above  seam  from  another  bed 
known  as  the  "  Deep  Hards"  5  feet  7  J  inches  in  thickness ;  blue 
and  stone  bind  together  with  shale  was  found  for  rather  more  than 
13  yards,  when  the  lowest  and  richest  seam  was  successfully  won 
at  a  depth  of  267  yards  and  2  feet  from  the  surface. 

The  bridge  was  begun  by  Sir  Robert  Clifton  several  years 
before,  and  was  delayed  for  a  considerable  period.  It  consists  of  three 
openings.  The  centre  span  is  100  feet  clear,  and  the  side  openings 
are  each  85  feet  in  the  clear.  The  supports  in  the  river  are  cylin- 
ders, seven  feet  diameter,  of  cast  iron,  carrying  a  group  of  four 
ornamental  columns  upon  each  cylinder,  and  surmounted  with 
moulded  caps,  covered  with  oak  foliage.  Upon  these  columns, 
double  lattice  main-girders  rest ;  the  centre  main-girders  horizontal, 
and  the  side  main-girders  falling  each  way  from  the  centre,  at  an 
incline  of  1  in  64.     The  extremities  of  the  side  main-girders  rest 

4c 


558  TUI  NOmNGHAM  DATE-BOOK. 

1870  upon  ornamental  abutments  and  pilasters  built  in  brick  with  fito- 
ing  and  moulded  stonework,  surmounted  with  a  cluster  of  orna- 
mental lamps.  The  superstructure  over  the  Trent  consists  of 
single  lattice  cross-girders,  suspended  from  the  main-girders,  and 
covered  with  wrought-iron  plates,  stiffened  bj  T  irons ;  and  the 
roadway,  22  feet  wide,  consisting  of  wood-setts  (paving)  laid  in 
asphalte.  The  footpaths  are  five  feet  wide,  asphalted,  and  pro- 
tected bj  granite  curbs  and  stone  channels.  There  are  six  flood 
arches  on  each  side  of  abutments,  varying  from  14  to  19  feet  span, 
carried  upon  piers  of  stonework,  with  intermediate  brickwork. 
The  bridge  was  designed  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Hughes,  C.E.,  of  London, 
and  carried  out  under  his  superintendence.  The  contractor  for 
the  masonry  and  brickwork  was  Mr.  Charles  Wright,  of  Notting- 
ham, and  for  the  ironwork  Messrs.  Handyside  k  Ca,  of 
Derby. 

The  double  ceremony  passed  off  in  a  manner  in  every  way 
worthy  of  the  importance  of  the  occasion.  The  announcement 
that  Lady  Clifton  would  open  the  colliery  and  bridge  had  created 
great  interest  in  ^e  town  and  neighbourhood,  and  to  this  fact 
may  be  attributed  the  attendance  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
20,000  or  30,000  persons  who  visited  Wilford  and  its  surroundings. 
A  banquet,  to  celebrate  the  event,  afterwards  took  place  in  the 
Exchange  Hall,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Saul  Isaac. 

June  23,  24,  &  25. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  YoAshire.  Our  team 
compri^  W.  Oscroft,  T.  Bignall,  W.  Price,  R  Daft,  W.  M'Intjrre, 
A.  Shaw,  J.  Selby,  R.  Houseley,  G.  Martin,  G.  Howitt,  and  J.  C. 
Shaw.  Notts,  scored  56  and  172,  Yorkshire  108  and  122,  winning 
by  two  runs. 

June  23. — A  tremendous  conflagration  took  place  a  little  be- 
fore twelve  o'clock  at  night,  upon  the  premises  of  Mr.  W.  Bridgett, 
silk  and  cotton  spinner,  Wool  pack-lane,  a  factoiy  four  stories 
high,  by  which  an  immense  amount  of  damage  was  done,  and  the 
building  entirely  gutted. 

June  27. — Foundation  stone  of  Si.  Andrew's  church,  at  the 
junction  of  Mansfield  and  Mapperley-roads,  laid  by  the  Rev.  Preb. 
Brooks,  of  Great  Ponton,  formerly  vicar  of  St  Mary's  church, 
Nottingham.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  building,  including  the 
land  and  other  items,  was  about  £5,680. 

July  25. — Mr.  S.  G.  Johnson  appointed  Town  Clerk  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Wm.  Enfield,  who  had  resigned.  The  salary  was 
fixed  at  £1,000  a  year,  in  addition  to  which  the  Town  Council 
pay  the  salaries  of  all  clerks  employed  in  the  office. 

July  28,  29,  <k  30. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Kent  and  eleven  of  Notts.  Our  team  were 
T.  Bignall,  W.  Oscroft,  J.  Selby,  R  Daft,  G.  Parr,  F.  Wild,  W. 
M'Intyre,  A.  Shaw,  S.  Biddulph,  G.  Wootton,  and  J.  C.  Shaw. 
The  visitors  scored  41  and  73,  Notts,  201,  winning  by  an  innings 
and  87  runs. 
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Augnsi  15,  16,  it  17. — Cricket  match  at  Bramall-lane  groundi    1870 
Sheffield,  between  the  same  eleven  of  Notta  and  eleven  of  York- 
shire.    Our  team  scored  146  and  142,  Yorkshire  147  and  107  for 
the  loss  of  six  wickets.     The  match  was  drawn. 

August  18,  19,  dc  30. — Return  cricket  match  at  the  Crystal 
Palace,  Sydenham,  between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.,  W. 
Oscroft,  T.  Bignall,  R  BuUer,  F.  Wild,  R  Daft,  G.  Parr,  A. 
Shaw,  S.  Biddulph,  Q.  Wootton,  G.  Howitt,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  and 
eleven  of  Kent.  The  home  team  scored  58  and  43,  Notts.  167, 
winning  by  an  inning  and  66  runa  In  Kent's  first  innings,  so 
good  was  the  all  round  play  that  the  last  five  men  only  put  on  two 
runs.  In  Notts,  first  innings  Daft,  at  100  up,  in  running  ricked 
his  left  leg,  and  had  to  be  carried  off  the  field. 

August  25,  26,  k  27. — Hetum  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  The 
home  team  scored  145  and  91,  the  visitors  209  and  80,  winning  by 
53  runs. 

October  8. — Death  of  Mr.  Alderman  Birkin,  of  Aspley  Hall. 
Deceased  was  much  respected,  and  had  raised  himself  by  his  own 
exertions  to  the  high  position  which  he  occupied.  He  had  been 
four  times  Mayor  of  the  borough,  viz.,  in  1849,  1855,  1861,  and 
1862,  and  was  elected  Alderman  in  the  room  of  Mr.  J.  R)dgers, 
deceased,  in  1845.  He  was  a  borough  and  county  Magistrate^  and 
a  Director  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company.  His  widow  died  on 
the  10th,  two  days  after  her  husband,  and  they  were  both  interred 
in  the  General  Cemetery  on  the  13th. 

October  17. — At  a  Council  meeting  held  this  day,  a  motion 
for  a  School  Board  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority. 

October  26. — Election  of  Councillor  for  Byron  Ward,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Riste,  who  had  become  bankrupt.  The  only  candi- 
<^te  was  Mr.  Joseph  Topham,  who  was  therefore  duly  elected. 

October  28. — ^Death  of  Mr.  John  Rogers  Browne,  of  the  firm 
of  Freeth,  Browne,  dE  Rawson,  one  of  the  representatives  of  St. 
Mary's  Ward. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St,  Anvis  W(vrd^ 
R  A.  Sylvester  1,107,  J.  Hartshorn  1,107,  T.  Bentley  680,  W. 
Pare  679  \  Byron,  W.  Lambert  and  A  Parker ;  CasiUy  B.  Cranch 
492,  H  A  Attenborough  488,  R  Earwaker  437,  R  R  Bond 
224 ;  Exchange,  T.  Dickinson  and  W.  R  Brewill ;  SU  Mamfe,  W. 
Nicholls  and  G.  Parkin;  Fa/rk,  T.  Hill  409,  Johnson  400, 
C.  B.  Truman  212,  J.  Hooley  206;  Sherwood^  J.  Manning  and 
R  F.  Chatwin. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  Manning  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  J.  G. 
Woodward,  Sheriff. 

November  29. — First  School  Board  election  for  Nottingham. 
This  was  a  closely  contested  election,  and  resulted  in  the  defeat 
of  the  sectarian  or  church  party.  The  following  is  an  abstract 
from  the  official  declaration  of  the  polL  The  first  thirteen 
formed  the  board,  and  in  addition  to  the  names  given,  there  were 
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1870   twenty-one  other  candidates,  who  polled  numbers  varying 
1820  down  to  22  :— 


Eev,  H.  Wright 
Mr.  C.  Paget 
Mr.  Thurlow 
Rev.  J.  Dwyer 
Mr.  T.  Bentley 
Mr.  G.  H.  Brown 
Mr.  W.  G.  Ward 
Mr.  J.  W.  Le'v^'is 
Bev.  F.  Morse 


6930 
6415 
6291 
5494 
5079 
4295 
3561 
3559 
3377 


Mr.  E.  Gripper 
Mr.  J.  C.  L.  Marsh 
Mr.  G.  R  Rothera 
Mr.  R  Smith 
Mr.  a  Turner 
Mr.  W.  A.  Richards 
Mr.  H.  M.  Raines 
Mr.  J.  S.  Gilpin 
Mr.  T.  Ashweil 


December  2. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin 
Rifles  by  Alderman  Oldknow,  «r.P. 


from 

3146 
2815 
2681 
2485 
2405 
2371 
2258 
2112 
2038 
Hood 


1873. 

1871  January  8. — Serious  fire  at  the  paper  warehouse  of  Messrs. 

Simons,  Son,  &  Pickard,  Castle-gate,  by  which  an  immense  quantity 
of  goods  was  destroyed  or  injured  by  fire  and  water.  The 
damages  amounted  to  J^7,500. 

March  9. — ^Wm.  Astill,  at  the  assizes,  was  sentenced  to  j^nal 
servitude  for  life,  for  the  attempted  murder  of  his  wife,  by  firing 
at  her  with  a  pistol,  and  then  cutting  her  throat  with  a  razor. 

April  2. — The  population  returns  of  the  census  this  year 
exhibited  the  subjoined  results : — 


SL  Ann's 

HouBea. 

..  4,810  .. 

MalM. 

.  11,290  ... 

Fenudea. 

12,939  .. 

ToUL 

.  24,229 

Byron 

..    O^Lot     ... 

.     6,927  ... 

8,114  .. 

.  15,041 

Castle 

...  3,730  .. 

.     3,519  ... 

4,236  ... 

.     7,755 

Exchange 

. ..  2,268  .. 

.     5,699  ... 

5,969  .. 

.  11,668 

St,  Mari/Sy    . 

...  1,552  ... 

3,139  ... 

3,657  .. 

.     6,796 

Park, 

...  1,061  .. 

.     2,127  ... 

2,975  .. 

.     5,102 

Sherwood 

...  3,253  ... 

.     6,841  ... 

9,189  ... 

.  16,030 

Standard-hiU 

ik 

• 

Castle  Limit 

8.      216  ... 

453  ... 

856  ... 

.     1,309 

Brewhouse-ya 

rd       23  ... 

50  ... 

60  ... 

110 

Lenton 

...  1,329  .. 

.     2,963  ... 

3,352  ,. 

.     6,315 

Bad/ord 

..  3,320  ... 

7,233  ... 

7,894  ... 

.  15,127 

My  son  Green, 

...      814  ... 

.     1,827  ... 

1,988  ... 

3,816 

SneinUm 

..  2,610  ... 

5,731  ... 

6,606  ... 

12,237 

Jday  29,  30,  &  31. — Cricket  match  at  the  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  county  eleven  and  fourteen  gentlemen  of  the  county. 
The  gentlemen  scored  129  and  169,  the  eleven  133  and  298,  win- 
ning by  133  runs. 

June  8. — Death  of  Mr.  Alderman  Sylvester,  in  the  66th  year 
of  his  age.  He  was  elected  Councillor  in  1846,  .and  in  1863  was 
raised  to  the  aldermanic  bench  in  the  place  of  Mr.  F.  Judd, 
deceased.     Interred  in  the  Church  Cemetery,  on  the  1 3th. 
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JwM  17. — Mr.  J.  Barber  elected  Alderman  in  the  place  of   1871 
the  late  Alderman  Sylvester. 

June  26,  27,  &  28. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire.  The  home 
team  comprised  T.  Bignall,  F.  Wild,  R,  Daft,  W.  Oscroft,  J.  Selby, 
M.  Mlntyre;  A.  Shaw,  W.  M'lntyre,  a  Biddulph,  F.  H.  Farrands, 
and  J.  C.  Shaw.  The  visitors  scored  117  and  101,  Notts.  78  and 
142  for  the  loss  of  six  wickets. 

June  27 — Jvly  1. — Grand  exhibition  of  the  Boyal  Horticul- 
tural Society  held  in  Nottingham  Park.  There  were  2,000  entries 
of  plants,  1,050  entries  of  cut  blooms,  and  the  finest  collection  of 
vegetables  ever  exhibited  in  Nottiiigham.  One  of  the  chief  at- 
tractions was  a  model  garden,  which  was  in  an  astonishingly  large 
tent,  having  three  arches  and  covering  a  great  space  of  ground. 
The  plan  of  the  garden  was  of  the  most  singular  character.  The 
outer  or  leading  path  was  bold  and  simple,  but  the  winding  walks 
in  the  centre  formed  a  labyrinth  of  a  puzzding  kind.  The  flowers 
were  set  to  tiie  best  advantage,  all  the  specimens  being  harmoni- 
ously planted  on  terraced  benches  composed  of  real  earth  rising 
one  above  another,  and  forming  a  rare  spectacle  of  natural  grandeur. 
On  the  last  day  (Saturday)  there  was  a  show  of  cut  roses  by  the  St. 
Ann's  Floral  Society,  when  for  beauty  of  form  and  colour,  if  not 
for  size,  the  display  from  the  Hunger-hills  by  our  artizans  has  not 
been  surpassed.  During  the  day  from  15,000  to  16,000  persons 
were  present^  and  the  receipts  during  the  five  days  amounted  to  . 
£2,000. 

JvXy  25. — Opening  of  the  new  Trent  Bridge  by  the  Mayor, 
J.  Manning,  Esq.  In  November,  1867,  instructions  having  been 
given  to  Mr.  M.  O.  Tarbotton,  C.E.,  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates 
for  a  new  bridge,  these  plans,  involving  an  outlay  of  £31,000, 
were,  in  April,  1868,  submitted  to  the  Town  Council,  at  a  special 
meeting,  and  unanimously  agreed  to;  and  in  the  early  part  of 
September,  1868,  the  first  sod  was  turned  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  total  length  of  the  bridge  is  about  760  feet  from  the  north 
abutment  to  the  end  of  the  souUi  approach  on  the  London-road, 
the  clear  width  between  the  parapets  is  40  feet^  and  from  face  to 
&u»  of  the  abutments  48  feet  8  inches,  being  practically  the  same 
width  as  Southwark  and  Waterloo  Bridges,  London.  The  height 
of  the  roadway  above  the  summer  water  level  of  the  Trent  is 
27  feet,  and  tiiere  are  two  footperths  each  7  feet  wide,  with  a 
carriage-way  26  feet  wide,  capable  of  accommodating  easily  three 
lines  of  carriages.  The  new  bridge  consists  of  three  main  arches 
or  spans,  each  100  feet  wide  in  Uie  clear,  one  north  flood  and 
hauling  path  arch,  10  feet  span,  and  three  south  flood  arches,  18 
feet,  15  feet,  and  12  feet  wide  respectively.  The  surface  of  the 
bridge  is  quite  level,  and  the  north  approach  has  a  gradient  of  1 
in  47,  and  the  south  1  in  34.  The  material  of  the  large  main  arches 
is  cast  iron,  and  each  arch  has  eight  ribs  or  girders,  which  weigh 
about  200  tons.  These  ribs  sustain  transverse  wrought  iron  girders, 
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1871   which  are  bolted  thereto,  and  which  in  turn  carry  the  roadwaj 
sheet ;  the  latter  is  formed  of  wrought  iron  curved  plates  and 
Mallett's  buckled  plates,  all  of  which  are  rivetted  together  and  to 
X  ^^^  angle  bearers  and  straps.     Every  arch  has  strong  bracing 
frames  to  connect  the  several  ribs  together,  and  all  the  joints  of 
the  ironwork  are  planed  true  and  connected  by  iron  pins  or  bolts, 
which  were  previously  turned  smooth  and  fitted  into  holes  oorro- 
spondingly  dnlled  through  the  ironwork.     The  face  ribs  are  of  an 
ornamental  character,  and  are  moulded  on  the  lower  edges  and  on 
the  upper  lines  of  the  arches.     The  spandrils  are  deeply  recessed 
and  moulded,  and  contain  medallions  of  cast  iron  fitted  within 
geometric  cuspings,   which  are  enclosed  in  moulded  circles  or 
tracery.     The  designs  for  the  enrichments  vary  in  each  compart- 
ment both  in  size  and  detail — these  were  all  modelled  and  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Farmer  &  Brindley,  London,  sculptors,  but  cast 
at  Derby.     Over  the  arches  and  spandrils,  an  omamentflJ  moulded 
cornice,  of  cast  iron,  runs  from  pier  to  pier,  and  the  lowest  part 
embraces  a  rich  filling  of  conventional  foliage,  composed  of  leaves 
and  lilies,  also  of  cast  iron.     The  whole  is  surmounted  by  the 
pcurapet,  which  is  of  geometric  and  continuous  design  formed  of 
cast  iron  openwork,  with  pateras  of  flowers  at  the  intersections  of 
the  curved  lines.     The  top  member  is  moulded,  and  the  lamp 
standards,  for  lighting  the  bridge,  are  designed  as  permanent 
features  to  correspond  with  the  parapets^  and  form  an  integral 
part  thereoi     The  parapets  of  the  north  and  south  approadies, 
over  the  stone  arches,  are  of  similar  design  and  construction  to 
those  over  the  iron  arches ;  the  lamp  standards,  for  lighting  the 
approaches,  are  dwarf  columns,  fixed  upon  stone  pillars.     All  the 
lamps  are  globes  in  one  piece  of  glass,  with  copper  finials  and 
moimtings,  and  supplied  with  gas  in  the  usual  manner.     In  con- 
nection   with    the    above-described  works,  extensive  alterations 
were  efi*ected  on  the  banks  of  the  river.     The  old  Town  Arms  inn 
was  partly  taken  down,  and  a  large  new  hotel,  of  brick  and  stone, 
erected  in  its  place.     The  house  and  shop  of  the  adjoining  com 
mill  were  rebuilt     The  eight  coats  of  arms  sculptured  on  the 
abutments  of  the  new  bridge  typify  some  of  the  principal  events 
which  connect  the  old  bridge  and  the  town  of  Nottingham  with 
the  general  history  of  the  country,  and  were  supplied  by  Thomas 
Close,  Esq  ,  J.P.,  F.S.  A     The  shields  were  carved  and  prepared 
by  Mr.  W.  P.  Smith,  of  Nottingham,  from  sketches  by  Miss  Hine, 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Mr.  Close,  who  also  contri- 
buted the  following  description : — "  The  first  shield  exhibits  the 
arms  of  William  L,  King  of  England  and  Duke  of  Normandy. 
The  next  shield  is  that  of  Eling  John.     The  third  shield  is  that  of 
Sang  Edward  III.  The  fourth  shield  shews  the  arms  of  David  IL, 
King  of  Scotland.     The  fifth  shield,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
bridge,  presents  the  arms  of  King  Richard  II.     The  next  is  the 
inescutdieon  of  King  Richard  III.,  and  of  his  wife  Anne  Nevill. 
The  seventh  is  the  armorial  bearings  of  King  Charles  I.  France 
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and  England.     The  last  is  the  arms  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Vic-   1871 
toria,  marshalled  with  those  of  her  husband,  Prince  Albert  of 
Saxe-Cobonrg  and  Cbtha.*** 

JuLy  21  k  28. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be> 
tween  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  The  home  team 
were  the  same  as  in  the  Yorkshire  match,  with  the  exception  of 
Q.  Wootton  in  place  of  F.  H.  Farrands.  The  visitors  scored  48 
and  63,  Notts.  168,  winning  by  an  innings  and  57  run& 

AxiguBt  3,  4,  &  5. — Cricket  match  at  Clifton,  Bristol,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  composed  of  T.  Bignall,  F.  Wild,  W.  Osoroft, 
R.  Daft,  J.  Selby,  Mr.  R.  ToUey,  A-  Shaw,  W.  Elliott,  W. 
M'Intyre,  S.  Biddulph,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  and  eleven  of  Gloucester- 
shire. The  home  team  scored  224  and  195,  the  visitors  173  and 
125  for  the  loss  of  four  wickets.     The  match  was  drawn. 

Attgust  10,  11,  d;  12. — Betuiv  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Our  team 
were  the  same  as  played  in  the  last  match,  with  the  exception  of 
M.  M'Intyre  in  place  of  W.  Oscroft  Surrey  scored  83  and  230, 
Notts.  272  and  42  without  the  loss  of  a  wicket 

August  21,  22,  d;  23. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Gloucestershire  and  eleven  of  Notts. 
The  home  team  comprised  T.  Bignall,  F.  Wild,  Mr.  G.  M.  Royle,  R 
Daft,  Mr.  W.  Williams,  J.  Selby,  Mr.  R.  ToUey,  A  Shaw,  W. 
M'Intyre,  S.  Biddulph,  and  J.  C.  Shaw.  The  visitors  scored 
147  and  217,  Notts.  364  and  1,  winning  by  ten  wickets.  In  the 
second  innings  of  Gloucestershire  Mr.  W.  G.  Grace  compiled  116 
runs,  being  the  first  "century"  obtained  on  this  ground  in  a  county 
match. 

August  28,  29,  &  30. — Return  cricket  match  at  Bramall- 
lane  ground,  between  eleven  of  Yorkshire  and  the  following  eleven 
of  Notts. :— T.  Bignall,  F.  Wild,  W.  Oscroft,  R.  Daft,  Mr.  R. 
Tolley,  J.  Selby,  A  ffliiaw,  W.  M'Intyre,  S.  Biddulph,  F.  H. 
Farrands,  and  J.  C.  Shaw.  Notts,  scored  153  and  77,  Yorkshire 
171  and  199,  winning  by  140  runs. 

September  14. — Death  of  the  Dudiess  of  St.  Albans,  at  her 
metropolitan  residence,  in  the  22nd  year  of  her  age,  of  puerperal 
fever.  The  Duchess  was  the  daughter  of  Genmd  Sir  Charles 
Grey.  She  was  married  in  the  year  1867,  and  had  just  .given 
birth  to  her  third  child.  All  who  were  admitted  to  the  honour  of 
her  acquaintance  could  not  &il  to  remember  the  extraordinary 
grace  of  manner  and  sweetness  of  temper  which  distinguished 
her,  even  amongst  the  most  gifted  of  her  contemporaries.  Her 
remains  were  removed  from  London  to  Bestwood  on  the  24th, 
and  were  interred  the  following  day  in  the  family  vault  in 
Bestwood  churchyard. 

October  25. — Died  at  his  residence,  the  Police  Office,  Thomas 
Wakefield,  Mayor's  Sergeant,  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
and  Billet  Master  of  Nottinghain.     Mr.  Wakefield  served  the 

*  For  an  Moount  ol  the  old  Ttvnt  Bridfe,  lee  |>.  87ft. 
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1871  office  of  Sheriff  in  the  year  1815,  and  from  this  time  he  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  On  the  Municipa] 
Beform  Act  coming  into  operation  in  1835,  he  was  elected 
Councillor  for  St.  Ann's  Ward,  and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  he  was  chosen  Mayor,  which  honour  was  again  accorded 
to  him  in  1842.  In  the  year  1837  the  public  services  of  Mr. 
Wakefield  were  acknowledged  by  the  presentation  of  a  service  of 
plate  of  the  value  of  £400,  subscribed  for  by  men  of  all  parties. 
He  continued  to  represent  St.  Ann's  Ward  in  the  Council  until 
he  became  involved  in  difficulties,  through  his  connection  with  the 
colliery  enterprises  at  Cinder  Hill  and  Babbington,  in  which  he 
lost  the  considerable  fortune  which  he  had  inherited.  On  the 
office  of  Mayor's  Sergeant  becoming  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Barnes,  he  was  selected  to  fill  the  post,  which  he  held  until  his  deatL 
Mr.  Wakefield  at*  one  time  contributed  many  articles  to  the 
Nottinghaan  Mercury,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  proprietors. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  SL  Anmk9  Ward^ 
T.  B.  Starey  905,  E.  Massey  905,  T.  Bentley  781,  W.  Teae  768 ; 
Byron,  J.  Wainman  431,  Wm.  Gregory  430,  J.  Gregg  178,  J. 
Brookes  174 ;  Castle,  J.  S.  R  Annil«d  and  G.  Smith ;  Exchange^ 
J.  S.  Gilpin  616,  C.  Barnes  616,  W.  Greaves  300,  H.  Hind  298; 
St.  Mary's,  G.  Belk  438,  W.  Skinner  202,  B.  Earwaker  170; 
Park,  W.  Clark  230,  J.  Thompson  229,  Miller  149;  Sherwood, 
J.  S.  Butler  876,  E.  Goldschmidt  826,  J.  Comyn.618,  R  H 
Cockayne  522,  T.  Simpson  41. 

November  9. — Mr.  W.  G.  Ward  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
C.  A.  Booth,  Sheriff;  and  the  following  Aldermen  were  re-elected  : 
Messrs.  W.  Enfield,  L.  Hardy,  T.  Herbert,  J.  Oldknow,  J. 
Barber,  W.  Vickers,  and  W.  Knight 


1872. 

1872  Jantuxry  20. — Opening  of  the  schools  in  Alfred-street  North 

in  connection  with  St.  Andrew's  church.  The  girls'  school-room, 
50  feet  by  20,  and  a  school-room  for  infants,  65  feet  by  20,  are  on 
the  ground  floor,  and  the  boys'  school,  65  feet  by  20,  is  on  the 
first  floor.  They  are  all  14  feet  high,  and  have  spacious  class- 
rooms attached. 

Jarmary  25. — ^As  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  building 
sites  in  the  centre  of  Nottingham,  the  following  is  extracted  from 
the  Nottingham  Journal,  of  January  27th,  1872  : — "Lot  6  of  the 
freehold  land  of  the  late  Miss  Frost,  sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Pott,  consisting  of  a  house,  yard,  stabling,  and  land,  in  Thurland- 
street,  and  containing  448  yards,  was  knocked  down  to  Mr. 
Smith,  a  capitalist  from  Loudon,  for  £14  per  square  yard,  the 
total  purchase  money  amounting  to  £6,272.  The  previous  bid 
was  XI 3    17s.   6d.  per  yard,  and  was  made  on  behalf  of  the 
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Nottingham    and    Nottinghamshire    Banking  Company,   whose    1872 
premises  it  adjoins."     In  consequence  of  the  purchaser  having 
discovered  that  there  were  conditions  of  which  he  was  not  aware, 
he  refused  to  complete,  and  the  land  was  subsequently  sold  for 
under  jSlO  per  yard. 

January  26. — The  lands  adjoining  the  river  Trent  and  the 
Nottingham  Meadows  again  deeply  flooded. 

Fehrucury  2. — In  making  extensive  alterations  at  the  back  of 
the  White  Swan  inn,  Beastmarket-hill,  seven  human  skeletons 
were  found  at  a  depth  of  from  five  to  seven  feet ;  four  or  five 
were  thought  to  be  those  of  females.  This  is  another  proof  of  the 
the  existence  of  the  monastery  of  the  White  Friars  or  Carmelites 
mentioned  in  page  55. 

Fehruary  17. — Serious  fire  in  the  lace  warehouse  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  St  Mary's-gate,  by  which  the  premises  were  gutted,  and 
Mr.  Egginton's  warehouse,  which  adjoined,  was  much  damaged. 
The  loss  was  estimated  at  from  £3,000  to  £4,000. 

Fehruary  23. — ^The  Hon.  G.  E.  M.  Monckton  elected  for 
North  Notts,  in  the  room  of  the  late  speaker,  Mr.  J.  K  Denison, 
who  had  been  created  Lord  Ossington.  There  was  a  strong  oppo- 
sition, and  at  the  close  of  the  poll  the  Sheriff's  return  was,  the 
Hon.  G.  K  M.  Monckton,  2,580 ;  R.  Laycock,  Esq.,  1,524. 

Fehruary  27. — ^The  dyeing  and  finishing  works  of  Mr.  Reuben 
Weldon,  situated  in  the  Nottingham  Meadows,  burnt  down.  Mr. 
Weldon  left  the  premises  shortly  before  eight  in  the  evening, 
apparently  safe ;  but  soon  afterwards  flames  were  seen  issuing  from 
it,  and  it  being  a  wooden  building  in  a  very  short  time  it  was 
completely  destroyed.  The  building  was  from  forty  to  fifty  yards 
long,  and  Mr.  Weldon  not  being  insured  his  loss  was  great 

March  9. — Destructive  fire  at  the  hosiery  factory  of  Messrs. 
I.  &  R.  Morley,  Manvers-street,  Sneinton,  causing  damage  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  £10,000.  The  fire  was  not  confined  to  the 
premises  occupied  by  Messrs.  Morley,  a  portion  of  the  building 
which  was  destroyed  being  tenanted  by  Mr.  Woodruffe,  silk 
throwster,  whose  goods  and  machines  were  rendered  useless  by  the 
action  of  fire  and  water.  Another  portion  was  in  the  occupation 
of  Messrs.  Wilford  <k  Bentley,  whose  stock  of  lace  goods  suffered 
severely. 

April  4. — Mr.  F.  Stevenson  elected  Councillor  for  Park  Ward 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  deceased. 

April  12. — Mr.  J.  A.  Clarke  elected  Councillor  for  Sherwood 
Ward  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Butler, 
which  occurred  on  the  3l8t  of  March. 

April. — Formal  inauguration  of  the  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  Wheeler-gate,  as  a  free  institution. 

May  20. — Opening  of  the  Midland  Counties  Fine  Art  Exhi- 
bition in  connection  with  South  Kensington  Museum,  in  the 
Exchange  HalL  It  contained  specimens  of  lace,  pottery,  and 
earthenware  manufactures  from  a  very  early  date,  and  art  and 

4d 
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^" '  "^  industrial  objects  from  South  Kensington,  which  were  changed 
from  time  to  time.  There  were  also  manj  valuable  works  of  art 
from  private  individuals  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  It  was 
removed  to  the  Castle  in  1878. 

JwM  27,  28,  k  29. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Yorkshire  and  eleven  of  Notts.  The  home 
team  comprised  T.  Bigiiall,  W.  Oscroft,  F.  Wild,  R.  Daft,  J.  Selby, 
M.  M'Intyre,  H.  Reynolds,  A.  Shaw,  a  Biddulph,  R  Morley,  and 
J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  102  and  161,  Yorkshire  76  and  137. 
Notts,  won  by  50  runs. 

July  \\  k  12. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be- 
tween the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Bain  fell 
on  Thursday  and  prevented  any  play,  and  on  Friday,  about  half- 
past  three,  when  Notts,  had  scored  180  for  the  loss  of  Uiree  wickets, 
rain  again  fell,  in  consequence  of  which  the  game  was  abandoned. 

July  12. — A  thunderstorm  of  almost  unequalled  magnitude 
broke  over  Nottingham  and  the  locality,  spreading  fear  and  dis- 
may amongst  the  inhabitants  to  an  alarming  extent.  So  heavy 
was  the  storm  of  hail  and  rain  that  persons  were  drenched  through 
in  less  than  half  a  minute.  The  immense  body  of  water  caused 
serious  damage  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  many  houses  being 
flooded,  and  the  fire  engines  were  engaged  several  hours  in  pumping 
the  water  from  the  cellars  of  the  Lord  Nelson,  in  Pump-street, 
and  many  other  houses.  At  the  junction  of  St.  Ann's  Well-road 
and  Alfred-street  the  force  of  water  was  so  great  that  the  main  sewer 
not  being  able  to  carry  it  away,  the  manhole  was  burst  open  and 
the  water  spouted  as  high  as  the  houses  for  some  time.  The 
storm  raged  with  great  fierceness  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Trent- 
bridge,  particularly  on  the  cricket  ground,  where  the  match 
Notts.  V.  Surrey  was  being  played.  About  half -past  three  o'clock 
large  drops  of  rain  fell,  accompanied  by  thunder  and  vivid  flashes 
of  lightning,  causing  the  spectators  to  rush  for  shelter.  Scarcely 
had  they  done  so,  when  down  came  an  admixture  of  hail  and  rain 
with  such  terrific  force  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  stand 
against  it  All  the  tents  were  thrown  to  the  ground,  with  the 
exception  of  one  small  one,  the  canvass  of  which  was  split  in  twa 
The  lightning  struck  various  places  in  and  about  the  town,  but 
no  lives  were  lost. 

July  16. — The  engine-house  and  workshops  of  Mr.  R  Blundell, 
joiner,  Waterway-street,  destroyed  by  fire.  The  damage  was  esti- 
mated at  £200. 

Jidy  1 9. — The  "  Claimant"  made  his  first  appearance  in  Not- 
tingham, and  attended  a  meeting  at  the  Mechanics'  Hall,  of  which 
Mr.  Titus  Beecroft  was  the  chairman. 

July  30. — Great  Horse  Show  held  in  a  large  field  near  the 
Trent-bridge  ground,  at  which  there  were  340  entries,  and  prizes 
to  the  amount  of  £700  were  awarded. 

August  1,  2,  &  3. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Gloucestershire  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts., 
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who  scored  489,  F.  Wild  contributing  104,  and  J.  Selby  (not  out)    1872 
1 28,  being  the  second  and  third  "centuries"  obtained  on  this  ground 
in  a  county  match.     Gloucester  made  139.     The  match  was  drawn. 

August  10. — The  Licensing  Act  authorising  the  closing  of 
public  houses  at  10  or  11  o'clock  at  the  justices'  discretion,  received 
the  Royal  assent^  and  came  into  operaj^ion  immediately. 

Av,gv^t  12. — ^Test  election  at  the  Municipal  Offices  to  prove 
the  working  of  the  new  act  for  taking  the  votes  at  the  Municipal 
and  Parliamentary  elections  by  ballot. 

Av>gust  12,  13,  k  14. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval^  between  eleven  of  Surrey  and  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: 
T.  Bignall,  W.  Oscroft,  F.  Wild,  R  Daft,  J.  Selby,  H.  Reynolds, 
T.  Barnes,  J.  Seaton,  M.  M'Intyre,  F.  Morley,  and  J.  C.  Shaw, 
who  scored  209  and  107  for  eight  wickets,  Surrey  60  and  315. 
The  match  was  drawn. 

August  19,  20,  k  21. — Return  cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Yorkshire  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.  Our 
team  scored  147  and  81  for  the  loss  of  seven  wickets,  Yorkshire 
160  and  156.     The  match  was  drawn. 

August  22. — Several  publicans  fined  at  the  borough  Police 
Court  for  infringing  the  new  licensing  law. 

August  22,  23,  &  24. — Return  cricket  match  at  Clifton,  Bris- 
tol, between  eleven  of  Gloucestershire  and  the  same  eleven  of 
Notts.  Gloucestershire  scored  317  and  167  for  four  wickets ;  Dr. 
£.  M.  Grace  making  108,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Grace  115  and  72  not 
out  in  either  innings,  Notts.,  first  innings,  233,  of  which  Daft 
made  92  not  out.     ^e  match  was  drawn. 

August  29. — Review  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  at  Bulwell, 
by  Colonel  Herbert,  when  the  total  strength  present  was  731. 
After  the  review,  the  men  marched  to  an  adjoining  field,  where  a 
dinner  had  been  provided  in  a  large  marqua  On  the  returm  home 
a  shocking  accident  occurred  to  Sergeant-Major  Thompson.  The 
regiment  was  marched  down  to  the  rails  in  the  usual  manner,  in 
command  of  Captain  Starey,  the  senior  captain.  The  train  not 
having  arrived,  the  march  was  continued,  in  order  to  meet  it  at 
Bulwell  station ;  but  wh^n  about  half  the  men  had  crossed,  the 
train  came  up,  and  the  rear  companies  were  stopped,  and  got  into 
the  train,  which  then  went  back.  The  front  companies  reached  the 
station  first,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  train,  thera  was  a  slight 
movement  of  pressing  forward  to  secure  seats,  before  it  had  quite 
stopped,  and  Thompson,  who  was  standing  in  front  of  the  men, 
somehow  got  between  the  platform  and  the  footstep  of  the 
carriaga  The  regimental  surgeons  were  promptly  in  attendance, 
but  it  was  found  that  both  legs  were  so  much  shattered  as  to 
render  amputation  necessary ;  he  was  therefore  removed  as  quickly 
as  possible  to  the  G^neiul  Hospital,  Nottingham,  where  the  opera- 
tion was  performed ;  but  the  shock  and  the  loss  of  blood  had  been 
so  great  that  he  died  about  midnight.  He  was  buried  in  the  Church 
Cemetery  on  September  3rd,  with  full  military  honoura 
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1872  October  2,  3,  4,  &  5. — National  Dog  Show  held  in  a  spacious 

wooden  building  erected  in  the  Market-place,  at  which  there  were 
about  1,000  dogs  entered  in  55  classes.  The  prizes  were  55  silver 
cups  and  £500  in  money. 

October  3. — Memorial  stone  of  the  Congregational  chapel. 
Queen's  ^alk,  laid  by  Arthur  Wells,  Esq. 

October  24. — ^The  river  Trent  again  overflowed  its  banks, 
causing  serious  inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  por- 
tions of  the  Meadows,  many  of  the  houses  being  flooded.  This 
was  the  highest  flood  since  1869. 

I^ovember  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  This  was  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  Ballot  Act  was  brought  into  operation. 
There  were  65  nominations  for  the  seven  wards,  as  follows : — 
SL  Afm'tf  17  nominations;  T.  Bentley  and  D.  W.  Heath  elected. 
Byron^  6  nominations ;  H.  Eggiuton  and  Walter  Gregory,  elected ; 
CasiUy  6  noninations ;  H.  W.  Baines  and  John  Brown  elected ; 
JSxchange,  4  nominations ;  Joseph  Thompson  and  William  Wright 
elected.  .  ^i^  Ma/n/Sy  5  nominations ;  T.  Adams  and  S.  Turner 
elected.  Park,  20  nominations;  T.  Bladon  and  William  Foster 
elected.  Sherwood^  8  nominations ;  W.  G.  Ward  and  W.  Ford 
elected.  On  a  scrutiny  of  the  ballot  papers  W.  Ford  and  John 
Comyn  were  found  to  have  polled  an  equal  number  of  votes,  and 
the  presiding  Alderman,  Mr.  Yickers,  availed  himself  of  his 
privilege  of  giving  a  casting  vote,  recording  it  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ford. 

November  9. — Mr.  William  Foster  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
G.  Tr^vitt,  Sheriff. 

November  11. — Death  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Holden,  of  Nuttall 
Temple,  for  many  yeai-s  commanding  officer  of  the  South  Notts. 
Yeomanry  Cavalry.  He  was  president  of  the  Nottingham  and 
Notts.  Auxiliary  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  until 
his  death.  He  67  years  of  age,  having  been  bom  on  the  24th  of 
July,  1805.  His  remains  were  interred  on  the  19th  in  the  fomily 
vault  at  NuttalL 

December  15. — Henry  Gamble  Blagrove,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  English  violinists,  died  in  London.  He  was  the  son  of  a 
teacher  of  musif  residing  in  Nottingham,  in  which  town  he  was 
bom  in  October,  1811.  At  the  early  age  of  four  years  Blagrove 
received  lessons  on  the  violin  from  his  father,  and  a  year  later  he 
performed  in  public  When  only  six  yeai*s  old  (1817)  his  father 
took  him  to  the  metropolis,  where  young  Blagrove  played  in  a  piece 
called  The  Lillijmtians,  This  precocious  child  afterwaixls  played 
before  the  public  daily  at  the  Exhibition  Rooms,  Spring  Gardens. 
In  1821,  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  he  received  lessons  from  Spagno- 
letti.  He  became  one  of  the  first  pupils  of  the  Royal  A(idemy 
of  Music,  which  was  opened  in  1823,  his  tutor  being  Francois 
Cramer;  and  in  1824  he  received  a  silver  medal  for  his  pro- 
ficiency. When  the  private  band  of  Queen  Adelaide  was  formed 
in  1830,  young  Blagrove  was  appointed  one  of  its  members,  a 
position  which  he  retained  for  several  years.     Whilst  a  member 
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he,  in  1833,  proceeded  to  Crermanj  to  enable  him  to  take  lessons  1872 
on  the  violin  from  the  eminent  composer  Dr.  Louis  Spohr,  (b. 
1784,  d.  1859),  under  whose  tuition  he  remained  until  the  Novem- 
ber of  the  following  year.  For  a  period  of  over  thirty  years 
Blagrove  was  a  ooncerto  player,  and  leader  in  all  the  best  orches- 
tras. After  a  lingering  illness  he  passed  away,  December 
15th,  1872,  at  the  age  of  61  years.— ^.  P.  B. 

December  20. — Kegimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin 
Hood  Rifles  by  Lady  Belper. 

December  25. — Destructive  fire  at  the  Wesleyan  chapel, 
Mansfield-road.  It  appeared  to  have  originated  in  the  vestry  after 
the  morning  service,  and  had  worked  its  way  to  the  pulpit  and 
gallery,  much  of  which  was  destroyed.  The  damage  was  estimated 
at  X300. 


1873. 

March  6.  — Six  undenominational  members  of  the  School  Board  1 873 
resigned.  There  had  been  a  strong  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the 
unsectarian  party  on  the  board  to  have  three  board  schools  erected 
in  various  quarters  of  the  town,  which  had  been  as  strongly  opposed 
by  the  other  side.  A  vacancy  having  occurred  by  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Marsh,  the  election  of  his  successor  was  made  to  turn  on 
the  question  whether  the  rates  of  the  town  should  be  charged  with 
this  expenditure ;  the  result  being  the  return  of  the  denomination- 
alist  candidate,  Mr.  M.  Mellers,  by  a  large  majority.  The  unsec- 
tarian members,  taking  this  vote  as  an  indication  of  change  in  the 
wishes  of  the  ratepayera  with  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Education  Act,  resigned  in  a  body.  The  triennial  election  of  the 
whole  board  being  due  in  a  few  months  their  places  were  not  filled 
up  till  then. 

Ma/rch  10. — Died  at  his  residence.  Low-pavement,  in  his  72nd 
year.  Alderman  Wm.  Enfield.  The  deceased  gentleman  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  in  1845,  which  position  he 
occupied  until  his  resignation  in  1870.  At  the  first  opportunity 
he  was  appointed  Alderman,  in  recognition  of  the  services  he  had 
rendered  in  his  official  capacity.  Mr.  Enfield  took  great  interest 
in  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  town,  beside  which  his  private 
benevolence  extended  over  a  very  wide  field. 

April  22. — Consecration  of  St.  Thomas's  church.  Park-row, 
by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  The  transformation  of  this  building, 
formerly  a  Methodist  chapel,  was  efifected  by  extensive  alterations 
in  the  interior ;  the  substitution  of  painted  for  plain  glass  in 
the  windows ;  and  the  elaborate  decoration  of  the  walls  and  ceiling 
by  Mr.  G.  Sparrow,  churchwarden,  who  liberally  presented  the 
same  to  the  church. 

Mai/  16. — Foundation  stone  of  Gunthoi-pe  Bridge  over  the 
Trent  laid  by  Earl  Manvers.     The  bridge  is  built  chiefly  of  stone 
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1873   taken  from  the  old  Trent  Bridge,  at  Nottingham,  and  was  designed 
by  Mr.  M.  O.  Tarbotton. 

May  16. — Death  of  Thomas  Adams,  Esq.,  J. P.,  aged  66 
years,  principal  of  the  firm  of  T.  Adams  <k  Ca,  lace  mann^turers. 
A  large  stained  glass  window  to  his  memory  has  been  placed  in 
the  western  end  of  St.  Mary's  church. 

June  12,  13,  k  14. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notta  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  65 
and  170.  The  home  team  scored  355  (of  which  R.  Daft  contribu- 
ted 161 )  winning  by  an  innings  and  1 23  runs.  In  all  county  matches 
this  season  Notta  was  represented  by  the  following  ten : — ^T.  Big- 
nail,  F.  Wild,  W.  Oscroft^  R.  Daft,  M.  M'Intyre,  J.  Selby,  A. 
Shaw,  S.  Biddulph,  F.  Morley,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  J.  Wheeler  in  this 
match  making  up  the  eleven. 

JwM  16.-Memorial  stones  of  Tennyson-street  Wesleyan  chapel 
laid  by  the  Mayor  of  Nottingham  (Mr.  W.  Foster);  Mr.  Hoyles, 
of  Nottingham ;  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  London ;  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Ryder,  of  London.  The  chapel  will  seat  1,000  persons,  the  sit- 
tings being  arranged  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre.  Mr.  Collyer, 
of  Thurland-etreet,  was  the  architect,  and  it  was  built  by  Mr.  W. 
Viokers,  of  Queen's-road,  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of  £5,000. 

July  \0  k  11. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be- 
tween the  before-mentioned  ten,  with  Mr.  G.  M.  Royle,  and  eleven 
o£  Surrey.  Our  team  scored  188  and  74  for  the  loss  of  four 
wickets,  Surrey  93  and  168.     Notts,  won  by  six  wickets. 

July  21,  22,  <k  23. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  the  Notts,  ten,  with  Mr.  C.  Clifton,  and  eleven  of 
Surrey,  who  scored  102  and  113.  Notts,  scored  140  and  194, 
being  again  victorious  by  119  runs. 

July  23. — ^Inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  on  Bulwell 
Forest)  by  Colonel  Rickman,  the  muster  being  772  of  all  ranks. 

August  7,  8,  &  9. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  home  ten,  with  W.  Williams,  Esq.,  and  eleven  of 
Sussex,  who  scored  170  and  86.  Notts,  scored  212  and  45  for 
the  loss  of  one  wicket,  winning  by  nine  wicket& 

August  14,  15,  &  16.— The  Notts,  ten,  with  Mr.  C.  Clifton, 
played  the  return  cricket  match,  at  Brighton,  against  eleven  of 
Sussex,  who  scored  19  and  96.  Notts,  scored  101  and  15,  with 
ten  wickets  to  go  down. 

August  18,  19,  &  20. — Return  cricket  match  at  Sheffield, 
between  the  Notts,  ten,  with  W.  Williams,  Esq.,  and  eleven  of 
Yorkshire,  who  scored  102  and  136.  Our  team  scored  79  and  10 
in  the  second  innings  without  the  loss  of  a  wicket^  when  the  match 
was  drawn  on  account  of  the  rain. 

September  1. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Albert  Hall  laid  by 
Mra  John  Bayley. 

October  13. — Death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Paget,  of  Rud- 
dington  Grange.  The  deceased,  with  Miss  Tebbutt,  Mrs.  Paget's 
sister,  were  staying  at  Filey,  and  this  afternoon  went  on  the  rocks 
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near  Filey  Brigg.     Whilst  sitting  there,  a  huge  wave  broke  over   1873 
them,  and  threw  them  into  the  sea.      A  girl  who  was  near  ran  to 
the  rescue,  and  by  holding  on  U)  a  piece  of  sea-weed  reached  Miss 
Tebbutt,  and  brought  her  safely  ashore ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paget  were 
carried  away  by  the  wave,  and  their  bodies  were  never  recovered. 

Mr.  Paget  had  just  completed  his  74th  year,  having  been  bom 
on  September  19th,  1799.  In  1839  he  was  made  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county,  and  in  1844  he  filled  the  office  of  High 
Sheriflf.  On  the  elevation  of  the  Hon.  K  Strutt  to  the  Upper 
House,  in  1856,  Mr.  Paget  was  chosen  to  succeed  him  in  the 
representation  of  the  borough,  and  was  again  elected  in  1857, 
1859,  and  1861. 

To  the  charitable  and  educational  institutions  of  the  town 
Mr.  Paget  was  a  liberal  contributor,  and  he  was  also  a  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Mechanics'  Institution  and  the  School  of  Art ;  indeed, 
he  was  always  a  warm  friend  of  education,  and  the  last  occasion  on 
which  he  appeared  in  public  was  the  inauguration  of  the  University 
classes  in  Nottingham.  For  some  time  before  the  passing  of  the 
Education  Act  he  had  established  on  his  own  estate  a  system  by  which 
the  children  went  on  alternate  days  to  school ;  and  the  same  feel- 
ing induced  him  to  accept  a  seat  on  the  first  School  Board  of  the 
town. 

yavember  1. — The  Municipal  electiona  The  whole  of  the 
wards  were  contested,  with  the  following  results : — St  Ann*if 
R  A.  Sylvester  1,468,  J.  Hartshorn  1,449,  W.  Pyatt  1,361,  W. 
Pare  1,321 ;  Bi^an,  A.  Parker  958,  W.  Lambert  925,  L.  Torr 
634,  J.  Brittan  538;  CastU,  R.  Cranch  511,  H.  A.  Attfenborou^ 
481,  J.  W.  Allcock  313,  T.  Stevenson  283 ;  Exchange,  J.  Tumey 
764,  S.  Dennett  729,  T.  Dickinson  620,  W.  R  Brewill  60^; 
Si.  Mcmis,  W.  Nicholls  544,  T.  Simpson  507,  T.  W.  Elliott  273, 
A.  Fewkes  267 ;  PorA,  C.  B.  Truman  297,  W.  A.  Blain  296,  T. 
Hill  269,  W.  G.  Johnson  258 ;  Sherwood,  J.  Comyn  1,049,  T. 
Worth  938,  J.  Chester  817,  H.  Browne  795. 

November  8. — Memorial  stones  of  Unsectarian  Schools,  at 
Lenton,  laid  by  A.  J.  Mundella,  Esq.,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  R  Walker. 
The  schools  will  accommodate  158  boys,  120  girls,  and  120 
infants,  and  were  estimated  to  cost  £2,200,  beside&£538  for  the  land. 

November  10. — ^Alderman  J.  Howitt  appointed  Mayor,  and 
Mr.  James  Carver,  Sheriffl 

November  22. — School  Board  election.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  excitement,  but  fewer  unauthorized  nominations  than  on 
the  previous  occasion.  On  the  official  counting  up  of  the  votes 
the  Board  was  found  to  be  composed  of  the  following: — 


Mr.  T.  Bentley  ...  11,452 

Mr.  M.  Mellers  ...  9,050 

Mr.  J.  Bayley  ...  9,034 

Mr.  W.  Hemm  ...  8,439 

Mr.  W.  G.  Ward  ...  8,369 

Mr.  H.  M.  Baines  ...  7,904 

Mr.  R  Thurlow  . . .  7,683 


Mr.  J.  S.  GOpin       ...  7,639 

Mr.  K  Goldschmidt...  7,572 

Mr.  E.  Gripper         ...  7,442 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lewis      ...  7,387 

Rev.  J.  Dwyer  ...  6,915 

Dr.  Littlewood         ...  6,784 
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1874  plot  of  groiind,  between  the  Canal  and  the  Leen,  known  as 
(Gordon's  wharf,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  when  four  horses  and  five 
pigs  were  burnt  to  death. 

April  8. — Opening  of  St.  Peter's  Infants'  Schools,  in  Broad- 
marsh.      They  will  accommodate  200,  and  the  cost  was  about 
£800. 
'  AprU  16. — Opening  of  the  first  set  of  schools  built  by  the 

Nottingham  School  Board,  situate  in  Bath-street.  They  consist 
of  a  boys'  school  and  a  girls'  school,  each  having  a  superficial  floor 
space  of  3,200  feet,  and  an  infants'  sdbool,  having  an  area  of  2,300 
superficial  feet,  and  they  occupy  a  space  of  2,500  square  yards  of 
land  fronting  to  Bath-street  and  Vii^nia-street.  They  will  accomo- 
date 300  boys,  300  girls,  and  250  infants.  Messrs.  Evans  &  JoUey 
were  the  architects. 

April  23. — ^Two  batteries  of  the  Royal  Artillery  met  at 
Nottingham,  the  G  Battery,  Ist  Brigade,  en  route  from  Shomcljffe 
to  Sheffield,  and  the  K  Battery,  14th  Brigade,  from  Mansfield  on 
their  way  from  Newcastle-on-Tyne  to  Woolwich ;  each  battery 
consisting  of  six  guns  and  over  one  hundred  men  and  eigh^ 
horses.  The  guns  were  placed  in  the  House  of  Correction  yard, 
St.  John'sstreet. 

AprU  27. — Mr.  John  Manning  appointed  Alderman  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  JVilliam  "Wright,  deceased. 

April, — Ancient  pottery,  &c.,  found  near  Market-street. 

May  25  <k  26. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Notts,  composed  of  T.  Bignall,  F.  Wild,  W. 
Clarke,  Mr.  T.  Wright,  Mr.  C.  Clifton,  R.  Daft,  J.  Lindley,  W. 
Elliott,  W.  Scotton,  F.  Morley,  and  J.  Orange,  and  sixteen  of 
Derbyshire,  who  scoi-ed  163  and  28  for  the  loss  of  one  wicket. 
Notts,  scored  65  and  125.     Derbyshire  won  by  14  wickets. 

Jtme  1. — Pullman  cars  first  introduced  on  the  Midland 
railway. 

June  8,  9,  &  10. — Cricket  match  at  Lord's,  between  M,C.C. 
and  ground  and  the  following  eleven  of  Notts. : — R.  Daft,  C 
Clifton,  M.  Mlntyre,  W.  Clarke,  A.  Shaw,  S.  Biddulph,  F.  Mor- 
ley, F.  Wild,  T.  Bignall,  W.  Oscroft,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored 
124  and  88.  M.C.C.  scored  157  and  56  for  the  loss  of  fourwicketa, 
winning  by  six  wickets. 

June  11,  12,  k  13. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Yorkshire  and  eleven  of  Notts.  Our  teun  were 
T.  Bignall,  F.  Wild,  W.  Oscroft,  Mr.  T.  Wright,  R  Daft,  Mr.  C. 
Clifton,  M.  Mlntyre,  A.  Shaw,  S.  Biddulph,  F.  Morley,  and  J.  C. 
Shaw,  who  scored  104  and  91.  Yorkshire  208,  winning  by  an 
innings  and  13  runs. 

June  29  &  30. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Surrey.  Our  team  were 
the  same  as  played  in  the  last  match,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
R.  Tolley  in  place  of  Mr.  C.  Clifton.  Surrey  scored  61  and  120, 
Notts.  1 44  and  39  for  the  loss  of  two  wickets,  winning  by  8  wickets. 
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June  29. — Opening  of  the  Unsectarian  Schools  at  Lenton.   J.874 
The  architects  were  Messrs.  F.  «S:  R.  Booker,  and  the  builder  Mr. 
Cooper. 

JiUt/  9,  &  10. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  between 
eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Sussex.  The  home  team,  which 
was  the  same  as  in  the  last  match,  scored  289,  of  which  H.  Daft 
contribu^  102.  Sussex  scored  88  and  93,  being  defeated  bj  an 
innings  and  110  runs. 

July  13,  14,  &  15. — Cricket  match  at  Prince's  ground,  be- 
tween the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — F.  Wild,  T.  Bignall,  W. 
Osoroft,  R.  Daft,  Mr.  R  Tolley,  M.  M'Intjre,  J.  Oscroft,  A. 
Shaw,  S.  Biddulph,  F.  Morlej,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  178 
and  142,  and  eleven  of  Middlesex,  who  scored  130  and  169, 
leaving  Notts,  the  victors  by  1 1  runs. 

July  30  &  31. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground,  for 
the  bene  tit  of  J.  Jackson,  between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: 
W.  Oscroft,  Mr.  C.  Clifton,  Mr.  T.  Wright,  R  Daft,  Mr.  R 
Tolley,  M.  M'Intyre,  A.  Shaw,  F.  Wild,  S.  Biddulph,  F.  Morley, 
and  J.  C.  Shaw,  and  eleven  of  M.C.C.  and  ground,  who  scored 
91  and  118.  The  home  team  scored  156  and  56  for  the  loss  of 
one  wicket,  winning  by  nine  wickets. 

August  l.-^The  above  benefit  match  was  continued  on  Satur- 
day, by  the  same  Notta  eleven  playing  the  next  fifteen.  The 
eleven  had  lost  six  wickets  for  220  runs,  when  the*  stumps  were 
di*awn. 

Augijut  6. — Inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  on  Bui  well 
Forest,  when  702  of  all  ranks  were  present. 

Auguit  10,  11,  <&  12. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  eleven  of  Surrey  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts. 
Surrey  scored  100  and  56,  our  team  44  and  114,  winning  by  one 
wicket.  This  well-contested  match  will  be  long  remembered,  if 
only  for  the  fact  that  it  is  the  first  in  which  Alfred  Shaw  has 
played  without  being  put  on  to  bowl. 

AuguBt  11. — Opening  of  the  New  Connexion  chapel  and 
schools  (the  latter  forming  the  ground  floor),  Parliament-street. 
The  chapel  has  been  built  on  the  site  of  the  former  one  at  the 
junction  of  Parliament-street  and  George-street.  It  is  in  the 
Gothic  style  of  architecture,  and  has  a  tower  and  spire  rising  to 
the  height  of  about  one  hundred  feet.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
chapel  and  schools  was  about  w£5,000.  The  architect  was  Mr.  R  0. 
Sutton,  and  the  contractor  Mr.  Edwin  Marshall,  of  Lenton. 

August  14  k  15.  —  Return  cricket  match  at  Brighton, 
between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  who.  scored  73  and  89,  and 
eleven  of  Sussex,  who  scored  124  and  41  with  seven  wickets  to 
faU. 

August  17,  18,  d(  19. — ^Return  cr;icket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  tlie  following  eleven  cf  Notts.: — T.  Bignall,  F. 
Wild,  M.  M'lntyro,  R  Daft^  W.  Glar&e,  3.  On«oJ^.A*  Shaw,  Mi^ 
C.  Clifton,  S.  Bidduljph,  F.  M<^lejr,  fu|d  *    '^  ' 
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1874  217  and  99,  and  eleven  of  Middlesex,  who  scored  146  and  100, 
leaving  the  home  team  victors  by  70  runs. 

Augtist  22. — About  half-past  two  in  the  morning  the  watch- 
man employed  at  the  hosiery  factory  of  Messrs.  I.  &  H.  Morley, 
Manvers-street,  in  passing  through  the  yard,  saw  smoke  but  no 
flame  issuing  from  a  room  in  the  centre  of  a  block  immediately 
over  the  cotton  cellar.  He  at  once  gave  an  alarm,  which  soon 
brought  a  body  of  willing  hands  together,  and  the  hose  reel  be- 
longing to  the  factory  was  impaediately  put  in  operation ;  but  to 
the  surprise  of  all  present,  there  was  scarcely  any  water  in  the 
cistern  which  was  kept  on  the  premises  to  be  ready  in  case  of  fire. 
In  the  meantime  several  messengers  had  gone  for  the  engines,  and 
about  fifteen  minutes  to  three  a  body  of  men  set  out  with  the 
hose  reels,  followed  immediately  by  the  steam  fire  engine,  the 
manual  engines  being  sent  afterwards  in  quick  succession ;  but  by 
this  time  the  flames  had  got  fairly  hold  of  the  middle  of  the 
building  where  they  had  originated,  and  passing  along  the  south 
side  had  become  totally  unmanageabla  At  about  3.15  a  large 
portion  of  the  walls  and  floors  fell,  followed  about  four  o'clock  by 
the  whole  of  the  remaining  walls  and  roof  of  Manvers-street  por- 
tion. Some  idea  of  the  crash  may  be  formed,  when  it  is  stated 
that  the  noise  was  heard  as  far  as  Kadford  and  the  surrounding 
villages.  The  sight  of  the  ruins  when  viewed  from  the  South- 
well-road end  of  Manvers-street  was  almost  beyond  description. 
Of  the  front,  200  yards  long,  nothing  remained  but  an  immense 
mass  of  bricks,  iron,  and  wood,  intermingled  with  burnt  rem- 
nants of  hosiery  goods.  This  was  by  far  the  greatest  fire  that 
has  occurred  in  Nottingham  in  the  memory  of  man,  not  excepting 
the   Castle,  the  damage  being  estimated  at  £100,000. 

August  24,  25,  &  26. — Eetum  cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  115  and  251,  and  the 
following  eleven  of  Notts. :— F.  Wild,  T.  Bignall,  Mr.  T.  Wright, 
R  Daft,  M.  M'Intyre,  J.  Oscroft,  A.  Shaw,  W.  Clarke,  S.  Biddulph, 
F.  Morley,  and  J.  C.  Shaw,  who  scored  77  and  101,  losing  by  188 
run& 

October  15. — The  memorial  stone  of  the  Unitarian  church, 
High-Pavement,  Nottingham,  laid  by  the  Mayor  of  Leicester 
(Mr.  Kempson). 

November  2. — The  Municipal  elections.  The  whole  of  the 
seven  wards  were  contested  with  the  following  results  : — St.  Ann's, 
R  Massey  1,303,  J.  Trivett  1,210,  W.  Pyatt  1,160,  J.  P.  Wood 
1,022;  i?yron,  J.  Crossland  1,000,  T.  Tutin  998,  T.  Dickinson 
972,  N.  Pratt  947;  Castle,  G.  Smith  550,  J.  S.  R.  Annibal  531, 
J.  B.  Hutchinson  443,  W.  J.  Rorke  395  ;  JSocchange,  J.  S.  Gilpin 
732,  C.  Barnes  712,  W.  Harris  554,  D.  Higham  514 ;  St,  Mary's, 
J.  K  Minnitt  410,  W.  Whitehead  340,  G.  Belk  321,  W.  Skinner 
318,  W.  Whitehead,  Platt-street,  53 ;  Park,  W.  Clark  373,  F. 
Stevenson  352,  M.  I.  Preston  333;  Sherwood,  J.  A.  Clarke  1,054, 
K  Goldschmidt  1,031,  W.  R.  Brewill  873,  J.  Chester  842. 
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November  9. — Mr.  Win.  Lambert  appointed   Mayor;    Mr.    1874 
Wm.  Sulley,  Sheriff;  and  tlie  following  A^ldermen  were  elected  : — 
Messrs.   J.  Reckless,  J.    Howitt,   T.  CuUen,  J.  L.  Thackeray,  W. 
Knight,  W.  Foster,  and  W.  G.  Ward. 

yovember  12. — Dr.  Bagshawe,  one  of  the  Koman  Catholic 
priests  of  the  Oratory  at  Brompton,  was  consecrated  Bishop  of 
Nottingham,  by  Archbishop  Manning,  assisted  by  the  Bishops  of 
Northampton,  Salford,  Clifton,  and  Southwark. 

December  18. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin 
Hood  Rifles  by  the  Mayor  (Captain  Wm.  Lambert). 

The  Riding  School,  which  had  been  much  enlarged,  opened 
as  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles'  Drill  Hall ;  Heathcote-street  was  also 
formed  this  year. 


1875. 

January, — During  this  month  the  following  gentlemen  were    1875 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Magistrates  of  the  borough  of 
Nottingham : — Messrs.    J.    Brown,   R.    Erans,   T.    Forman,    H. 
Heymann,  W.  Lambert,  J.  Littlewood,  J.  P.  Cox,  T.  R.  Starey, 
and  H.  Taylor. 

JanvAiry  3. — Serious  fire  at  the  lace  warehouse  of  Mr. 
Howitt,  Stoney-street. 

Janwary  18.  —  Opening  of  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
schools,  London-road,  by  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese.  Dr.  Bagshawe. 

January  24. — ^Nottingham  and  neighbourhood  visited  by  a 
gale,  which  did  much  damage. 

January  25. — Lieut. -Colonel  C.  L  Wright  resigned  the  com- 
mand of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  which  he  had  held  for  fifteen 
years,  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was  succeeded  by  Charles 
Seely,  junr.,  Esq.,  who  had  for  some  years  held  a  commission  in 
the  Mansfield  corps. 

February  1. — Mr.  R.  Enfield  read  a  communication  to  the 
Town  Council  announcing  an  anonymous  gift  of  £10,000  for  the 
endowment  of  university  lectureships  in  Nottingham,  on  certain 
stipulated  conditions.  A  special  committee  was  appointed  by  the 
council  to  consider  the  matter. 

March  4. — Presentation  at  the  Town  Hall,  Newark,  of  a 
purse  of  £525  and  an  illuminated  address  to  Canon  Griffin,  of 
Newark,  who,  for  upwards  of  30  years,  had  been  connected  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  cathedral  of  St.  Barnabas,  Nottingham,  a 
large  number  of  the  subscribers  to  the  testimonial  from  Notting- 
ham being  present. 

May  10. — The  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  accompanied  by 
F.  Ouvry,  Esq.,  solicitor  to  the  Park  estates;  met  the  Mayor,  the 
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1875  Vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  Mr.  T.  C.  Hine,  the  committee  of  the  Castle 
Museum  project,  aud  other  influential  gentlemen  of  the  town,  at 
the  Drill  Hall,  at  the  Castle,  when  plans  for  the  restoration  of 
the  building  and  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  the  museum 
were  exhibited  and  discussed. 

Jfay  11. — Mr.  Gladstone  felled  a  tree  in  Nottingham  Park 
5^  feet  in  circumference. 

May  12. — ^The  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Dr.  Wordsworth, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  the  true  character  and  functions  of  the  arts 
of  painting,  architecture,  and  sculpture,  in  St  Mary's  church, 
Nottingham. 

Mai/  17,  18,  &  19. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — W.  Scotton,  W.  Oscroft, 
A.  Shrewsbuiy,  Mr.  W.  Williams,  junr.,  R.  Daft,  M.  M'Intyre, 
J.  Selby,  H.  Reynolds,  W.  Clarke,  A.  Anthony,  and  J.  C.  Shaw, 
and  eleven  of  Derbyshire,  who  scored  125  and  122.  The  home 
team  scored  135  and  205,  winning  by  93  runs. 

Mat/  31  <&  June  1  &  2. — Cricket  match  at  Sheffield,  between 
eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  89  and  107,  and  the  following 
eleven  of  Notts.  :-~W.  Oscroft^  F.  Wild,  A.  Shrewsbury,  R  Daft, 
M.  Mlntyre,  J.  Selby, '  H.  Reynolds,  A.  Shaw,  W.  Clarke,  A. 
Anthony,  and  F.  Morley,  who  scored  84  and  115  for  the  loss  of 
four  wickets. 

June  10,  11,  &  12. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  W. 
Williams,  junr.,  and  S.  Biddulph  in  place  of  W.  Clarke  and  A. 
Anthony,  who  scored  49  and  216,  and  eleven  of  Surrey,  who 
scored  33  and  83  for  the  loss  of  seven  wickets,  wlien  the  match 
was  drawn  much  in  favour  of  Notts. 

June  24. — Public  opening  of  Gunthorpe  bridge.  The  abut- 
ments are  of  stone,  resting  upon  a  concrete  foundation.  The  total 
span  of  the  bridge  between  tlie  abutments  is  350  feet,  divided  into 
one  opening  of  100  feet,  and  five  of  50  feet  each,  and  this  space 
18  cnMsed  in  the  first  place  by  a  pair  of  girders  of  100  feet  span, 
resting  on  the  north  abutment  at  one  end,  and  on  a  pair  of  cast 
iron  cylinders  at  the  other.  These  cylinders  are  6  feet  in  diameter, 
sunk  into  the  rock  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  stream,  and  filled  with 
Portland  cement  concrete.  After  this  are  five  pairs  of  girders,  each 
of  the  length  of  50  feet,  supported  by  cast  iron  columns,  the  lower 
parts  of  which  are  2  feet  in  diameter,  and  are  screwed  through 
f  he  gravel  bed  of  the  river  into  the  rock,  the  upper  portion  being 
14  inches  in  diameter  and  braced  together  with  wrought  iron  struts 
and  girders.  The  girders  are  all  of  wrought  iron,  and  so  secured 
together  as  to  form  a  continuous  girder.  The  bridge  will  be 
capable  of  sustaining  the  heaviest  traffic  that  is  ever  likely  to 
arise  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  designed  by  M.  O.  Tarbotton, 
M.In8tC.K,  and  Mr.  Smart  was  the  conti-actor  for  the  masonry. 
June  28,  29,  &  30. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
for  the  benefit  of  R.  C.  Tinley,  between  eleven  of  the  North  and 
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eleven  of  the  South,  who  scored  146  and  111.     The  North  scored    1875 
158  and  52  for  the  loss  of    four  wickets,   when   the  match  was 
drawn.  f 

July  8. — Grand  Rose  Show  in  the  Arboretum,  being  the  first 
annual  exhibition  of  the  Nottingham  and  Midland  Counties  Boee 
Show.  Many  tine  si)ecimens  of  every  species  of  floriculture  were 
also  sent  by  the  best  exhibitors  in  England.  In  the  course  of  the 
day  there  was  a  highly  influential  gathering,  many  o£  the  county 
families  being  present  The  magnificent  show,  the  beauty  of  the 
grounds,  and  the  delightful  music  discoursed  by  the  band  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Dan  Godfrey, 
could  not  fail  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  5,000  visitors. 

Jvdy  12,  13,  k  14. — Cricket  match  at  Prince's  ground,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Middlesex  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  who 
played  Surrey,  with  the  exception  of  W.  Smith,  Esq.,  instead  of 
Mr.  W.  Williams.  Notts,  scored  139  and  129,  Middlesex  201 
in  their  first  innings.     The  match  was  drawn  owing  to  rain. 

Jtdy  23. — In  consequence  of  the  immense  quantity  of  rain 
the  river  Trent  overflowed  its  banks  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be 
unprecedented  at  this  season  of  the  year,  many  of  the  houses 
lying  south  of  the  Midland  railway  being  inundated.  This  flood 
was  of  the  same  height  as  that  of  1869,  and  18  inches  lower  than 
that  of  1852. 

Jtdy  29,  30,  &  31. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Gloucestershire,  who  scored  110  and  121,  and 
the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — ^W.  Oscroft,  A.  Shrewsbury,  J. 
Selby,  R  Daft,  F.  Wild,  M.  M'Intyre,  J.  MiUs,  A.  Shaw,  W. 
Barnes,  W.  Clarke,  and  F.  Morley,  who  scored  177  and  66  for 
tho  loss  of  seven  wickets.     Notts,  won  by  three  wickets. 

August  7. — -Nottingham  again  visited  by  a  most  violent 
thunder  storm. 

August  9, 10,  &  11. — Return  cricket  match  at  Derby,  between 
eleven  of  that  county,  who  scored  138  and  66,  and  the  Notts, 
eleven,  with  Mr.  R.  Tqlley  in  the  room  of  J.  Mills.  The  Notts, 
team  scored  179  and  142,  of  which  F.  Wild  contributed  93  and 
40,  winning  by  117  runs. 

Au^gust  12,  13,  &  14. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Middlesex,  who  scored  102  and  59, 
and  the  Notts,  eleven,  with  H.  Reynolds  instead  of  Mr.  R  Tolley. 
The  home  team  won  in  one  innings  by  2  runs,  they  having  scored 
163  runs. 

August  16,  17,  k  18. — Return  cricket  match  at  Clifton  Col- 
lege ground,  between  the  same  •eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of 
Gloucestershire,  who  scored  289  in  their  first  and  only  innings. 
Notts,  scored  192  and  21  for  the  loss  of  one  wicket,  when  the 
match  was  drawn.  W.  G.  Grace  scored  119  and  F.  Townsend 
84. 

Av>guat  23,  24,  k  25. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  eleven  of  Surrey,  who  scored  68  and  194,  and  ike 
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1875   Notts,  eleven,  with  Mr.  R.  Tolley  in  place  of  H.  Reynolds.     Our 
team  scored  278,  winning  by  an  innings  and  16  runs. 

Augrtst  26,  27,  <k  28. — Return  cricket  i^atch  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  the  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  H.  Reynolds  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  R.  Tolley,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  49 
and  183.     Notts,  scored  87  and  58  losing  by  87  runs. 

September  13. — Death  of  Alderman  Chatwin,  aged  65  years. 
Interr«l  on  the  17th.  "• 

September  29. — First  election  of  School  Board  for  Radford, 
and  first  election  by  ballot  in  the  parish.  The  whole  of  the  seats 
at  the  board,  which  consists  of  nine  members,  were  secured  by 
unsectarian  and  voluntary  candidates. 

October  22. — ^The  greatest  flood  that  has  occurred  in  this  cen- 
tury at  Nottingham  reached  its  height  shortly  before  midnight, 
and,  as  viewed  from  the  terrace  of  the  Castle,  was  a  scene  never 
to  be  forgotten.     Turn  which  way  you  would,  the  south  side  of 
town  resembled  a  great  sea,  with  here  and  there  trees,  factories, 
or  blocks  of  houses  standing  out.     The  left  ])ortion  had  quite  a 
Venetian  aspect :  people  were  moving  to  and  fro,  some  on  planks, 
some  on  hastily  constructed  rafts,  fetching  out  their  goods  or  those 
of  some  unfortunate^  neighbour,  and  floating  them  to  higher  parts. 
The  Queen  Vwalk  was  rendered  impassable,  and  many  of  the  houses 
on  the  sides  had  at  least  six  feet  of  water  in  them.     In  parts  of 
Queen's  road,  Arkwright-street,  and  Kirke  White-street   people 
were  conveyed  to  and  fro  in  carts.     The  water  stood  in  the  cellars 
of  many  of  the  houses  in  Leen-side,  Carrington-street,  Greyfriars- 
gate,  and  several  other  streets.     Wilford-road  was  the  scene  of  a 
sad  disaster,  involving  the  loss  of  several  lives.     The  flood  was  so 
deep  that  the  only  means  of  communication  with  Briar-street  and 
the  houses  near  it  was  by  boats  or  vehicles ;  in  the  evening  a  man 
with  a  cart  got  about  a  dozen  people  into  it  in  order  to  take  them 
to  places  of  less  danger.     They  got  out  of    Briar-street  on  to 
Wilford-road  safely ;  but  the  posts  on  the  road  side  being  covered 
and  only  the  street  lamps  to  guide  the  driver,  he  got  too  near  the 
edge  of  the  road,  which  had  been  raised  considerably,  the  cart  was 
upset  into  the  field  on  the  east  side,  and  six  of  the  passengers  were 
drowned.     Next  morning  a  man  named  Asher  rode  into  the  flood 
in  the  same  neighbourhood  in  order  to  bring  ofl*  a  horse  which  was 
in  an  outlying  shed,  but  was  himself  carried  away  and  drowned. 
At  Wilford  the  river  overflowed  the  banks,  washing  down  some  of 
the  cottages,  and  standing  eight  feet  deep  in  many  of  the  houses 
The  traffic  on  the  railway  was  much  hindered,  the  trains  from 
Trent  having  to    be    sent    by    the    Derby,   Codnor   Park,    and 
Mansfield  lines. 

This  flood  was  5i  inches  higher  than  that  of  1852,  23 J 
inches  higher  than  the  floods  of  1869  and  July,  1875,  28  inches 
higher  than  the  flood  of  January,  1877,  36  inches  higher  than  the 
Aoods  of  1857  and  1872,  and  39  inches  higher  than  that  of  1864. 
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The  flood  of  1795  is  estimated  to  have  been  about   10  inches    1875 
higher  than  the  one  under  notice. 

October  29. — Funeral  of  the  Rev.  T.  Ryder,  late  minister  of 
Stoney-street  chapel,  who  died  on  the  7th,  while  on  a  visit  to  the 
American  authoress,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Stowe,  having  gone  over  to  the 
United  States  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  His  body  was  em- 
balmed and  forwarded  to  this  .country  for  interment^  and  was 
followed  to  the  grave  by  about  2,200  persons,  and  at  the  General 
Cemetery  were  several  thousands  of  spectators.  He  was  36  years 
of  age. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St.  AnrCs  Ward^ 
T.  Bentley  and  D'E.  Lynara ;  Byron,  H.  Egginton  and  Walter 
Gregory ;  Castle^  H.  B.  Mil  ward  and  J.  Brown ;  Exchange^  F. 
Acton  and  G.  Blackburn ;  St  Mary's^  K  Pratt  and  S.  Turner ; 
Park,  J.  W.  Bowers  and  J.  G.  Woodward ;  Sherwood,  W.  Ford 
and  J.  W.  Jevons.     None  of  the  wards  were  contested. 

November  5. — Explosion  of  gunpowder  in  the  house  of  a 
collier  in  Briar  street,  off  Wilford-road,  which  nearly  destroyed 
the  house  and  greatly  injured  the  adjoining  one.  The  occupier  of 
the  house  was  killed. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  Manning  appointed  Mayor;  Mr.  John 
Renal  s,  Sheriff. 

November  13. — Death,  very  suddenly,  of  the  Rev.  the  Hon. 
C.  J.  Willoiighby,  of  Wollaton,  aged  53  years. 

November  16. — Resignation,  through  ill  health,  of  Mr.  M.  L 
Preston,  as  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  E.  R.  Morley. 

December  21. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robia 
Hood  Rifles  by  Lieut -Colonel  C.  L  Wright. 


1876. 

January  28. — Opening  of  the  second  set  of  Board  Schools  in   1876 
Nottingham.     They  are  situated  in  Huntingdon-strtet,  and  will 
accommodate  250  boys,  250  girls,  and  300  infants.     The  architects 
were  Messrs.  Bakewell  <k  Bramley,  and  the  building  work  was 
executed  by  Mr.  J.  Jelly.     The  cost  was  about  £6,000. 

March  4. — Laying  of  the  memorial  stones  of  a  new  Wesleyan 
chapel,  in  High  Church-street,  Nq,w  Basford.  It  will  seat  600 
persons,  and  the  estimated  cost  was  £3,500. 

April  28. — Opening  of  the  Unitarian  chapel  High-pavement 
The  chapel  is  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  on^  in  tbe  tftjkiof  ^ 
XIII.  century  Gothic,  and  is  built  of  QoxjbjBauid^ 
stone  dressings.     The  building  is  Teri^^ns' 
of  its  parts  giving  to  it  tfie  ohanififc^ 
which  impression  is  enluubeed  tg 
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1876  in  the  chancel.  A  magnificent  organ  built  hy  Messre.  Bishop  &  Son, 
of  London,  at  a  cost  of  £1,000,  occupies  a  spacious  chamber  on 
one  side  of  the  chancel,  the  decoration  of  the  pipes  being  designed 
by  the  architect.  The  church  will  seat  1,000  persons,  and  was 
built  from  the  designs  of  Mr.  Stuart  Colman,  of  Bristol,  (which 
were  selected  from  80  that  had  been  sent  in,)  hy  Messrs.  Hodson 
and  Facon,  of  Shakespeare-street,  at  a  cost  of  about  £12,000. 
The  length  of  the  nave  is  83  feet  8  inches;  depth  of  chancel,  71 
feet  4  inches ;  width  of  nave,  35  feet ;  widUi  of  transept,  22  feet 
4  inches ;  width  between  aisle  walls,  63  feet ;  and  the  height  of 
spire,  over  160  feet.  The  pulpit  is  of  Caen  stone,  and  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  sculptor's  art,  the  work  of  Mr.  Shepherd,  of 
Bristol. 

Mai/  15,  16,  &  17. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.  i-'^F.*  Wild,  R.  Daft^  A. 
Shrewsbury,  J.  Selby,  W.  Bames,  W.  Oscroft,  W.  Shrewsbury, 
W.  Clarke,  A.  Shaw,  A.  Anthony,  and  F.  Morley,  who  scored 
147  and  128,  and  eleven  of  LancacJiire,  who  scored  187  and  89 
for  four  wickets,  winning  by  six  wickets. 

May  23. — Opening  of  Exeter  Hall,  Melbourne-street,  Mans- 
field-road.  The  hall  is  built  of  brick  and  stone,  in  the  modem 
Italian  styla  The  interior  is  in  the  form  of  a  horse  shoe,  having 
a  ground  floor  and  three  galleries  rising  amphitheatrically  above 
each  other,  fitted  throughout  with  chairs^  and  will  se^t  over  2,000 
persons.  It  is  from  the  design  of  Mr.  T.  Simpson,  and  Messrs. 
Hodson  <fe  Facon  were  the  builders. 

May  26. — Foundation  stone  of  the  Thos.  Adams  Memorial 
church,  Pennyfoot-style,  laid  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Wright,  M.A., 
Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  and  formerly 
rector  of  St.  Nicholas's,  Nottingham.  It  is  a  handsome  Gothic 
stone  building  in  the  style  of  the  XIV.  century,  and  is  designed 
to  accommodate  600  or  700  persons.  The  architect  was  Mr.  R  C. 
Sutton,  and  the  builder  Mr.  C.  Lowe.  The  estimated  cost  was 
£7,500. 

Jtme  14. — Mr.  D.  W.  Heath  held  an  inquest  at  New  Basford, 
on  the  body  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Lane,  who  had  died  through  the  ill 
usage  of  her  husband,  when  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against 
John  Lane  was  returned.  He  was  shortly  afterwards  found  hang- 
ing from  a  tree ;  and  at  an  inquest  held  on  the  following  day  a 
verdict  ol/elo  de  se  was  returned. 

June  26,  27,  <k  28. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  J. 
Kesteven  and  W.  Scotton  in  place  of  W.  Clarke  and  A.  Anthony, 
and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  208  and  175.  The  home 
team  scored  298  (A.  Shrewsbury  contributing  118  and  R.  Daft 
81)  and  60  for  the  loss  of  four  wickets.     The  match  was  drawn. 

July  1. — Review  of  the  Household  troops  and  Volunteers 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  Hyde  Park,  when  the  Robin  Hood 
Rifles,  800  in  number,  were  again  declared  to  be  the  finest  regi- 
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ment  on  th6  ground.  As  they  marched  past  the  Prince  cheer  after  1876 
cheer  rang  out  from  the  deep  line  of  spectators.  The  applause  was 
not  confined  to  the  body  of  spectators,  as  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  Commander-in-Chief,  was  heard  to  remark 
that  he  would  take  that  regiment  anywhere.  Tlie  Times,  in  its 
remarks  on  the  review,  alludes  to  Colonel  Seely's  fine  regiment  as 
the  crack  corps  on  the  ground. 

Juti/  10,  11,  &  12. — Cricket  match  at  Prince's  ground,  be- 
tween the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  J.  Tye  in 
place  of  W.  Scotton,  and  eleven  of  Middlesex,  who  scored  173 
and  220.  Our  team  scored  339  (R  Daft  82)  and  10  for  the  loss 
of  one  wicket.  The  match  was  not  played  out  owing  to  the 
sudden  death  on  the  ground  of  Thomas  Box,^  the  Middlesex 
ground  man. 

Jtdi/  13,  14,  &  15. — Return  cricket  match  at  Manchester,  be- 
tween eleven  of  Lancashire,  who  scored  1 58  and  1 38,  and  the  same 
eleven  of  Notts.,  who  scored  94  and  203  for  the  lo3S  of  nine 
wickets,  winning  by  one  wicket 

JtUy  17,  18,  <k  19. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
North  V.  South,  for  R.  Daft's  benefit,  the  company  being  mora 
numerous  than  ever  known  on  the  ground.  North  scored  102  and 
242,  South  155  and  190  (W.  G.  Grace  not  out  114)  for  the  loss  of 
two  wickets,  winning  by  eight  wickets. 

Julf/  20. — Memorial  stone  of  a  new  chapel  and  school  be- 
longing to  the  Methodist  New  Connexion  body,  in  Campbell-street, 
laid  by  Mr.  Alderman  Foster.  The  style  of  the  building  is 
Gothic,  and  it  will  accommodate  400  persons,  and  the  school  300. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Goodall  was  the  architect,  and  the  contractors  Messrs. 
R.  &  W.  Ellis.     The  building  cost  £1,649. 

Jyli/  26. — Commencement  of  the  Wesley  an  Conference  in 
Halifax-place  chapel. 

JtUi/  31  <&  AugtL8t  1  &  2. — Cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  eleven  of  Surrey,  who  scored  83  and  142,  and  the 
following  eleven  of  Notts. : — R.  Daft,  W.  Oscroft,  A.  Shrewsbury, 
J.  Selby,  W.  Barnes,  Mr.  R  Tolley,  R.  Butler,  A.  Shaw,  W.  Clarke, 
J.  Tye,  and  F.  Morley,  who  scored  153  and  75  (W.  Oscroft  not 
out  37  and  A  Shrewsbury  not  out  34)  without  the  loss  of  a  wicket, 
winning  by  ten  wickets. 

August  1. -Trial,  in  the  Great  Marketrpla<^.e,  of  a  new  steam  fire 
engine,  the  Robin  Hood,  by  Messrs.  Shand,  Mason,  k  Co.  The 
engine  proved  far  superior  to  the  Trent,  the  one  already  in  use  in 
Nottingham. 

Augvst  14, 15,  <&  16. — Return  cricket  match  at  Clifton  College 
ground,  between  eleven  of  Gloucestershire  and  the  same  eleven  of 
Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  M.  Sherwin  in  place  of  R.  Butler, 
who  scored  265  (W.  Oscroft  84  and  R  Daft  62)  and  165. 
Gloucestershire  scored  400  (Mr.  W.  G.  Grace  177  and  Mr.  G.  F. 
Grace  78)  and  33  without  the  loss  of  a  wicket,  winning  by  ten 
wickets. 
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18^6  August  17,  18,  &  19. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 

ground,  between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  and  eleven  of  Middle- 
sex. The  home  team  scored  217  and  90  for  the  loss  of  eight 
wickets,  Middlesex  134  and  214.     The  match  was  drawn. 

August  22. — Destruction  by  fire  of  five  thatched  cottages  on 
Wilf  ord  Green. 

August  24. — ^The  Brunswick  Chemical  Works,  Hermit-street, 
Sneinton,  destroyed  by  fire.  The  damage  was  estimated  at  from 
£2,000  to  £2,500. 

August  27. — Cardinal  Manning,  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
of  Westminster,  preached  at  St.  Barnabas^s  cathedral,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  festival  of  the  dedication  of  the  church ;  and  on 
the  following  day  his  eminence  was  entertained  at  a  public  banquet 
at  the  Mechanics'  HalL 

August  28,  29,  k  30. — Return  cricket  match  at  Sheffield, 
between  the  same  Notts,  eleven,  with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  A.  W. 
Cursham  and  A.  T.  Ashwell  in  place  of  Mr.  R  Tolley  and  W. 
Clarke,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  87  and  32.  Notts, 
scored  46  and  75  for  the  loss  of  two  wickets,  winning  by  eight 
wickets. 

August  31  &  September  1  k  2. — Return  cricket  match  at 
Trent-bridge  ground,  between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  G.  R  Power  in  place  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Cursham, 
and  eleven  of  Surrey,  who  scored  26  and  100.  Notts,  scored  150, 
winning  by  an  innings  and  23  runs. 

September  26. — Opening  of  the  Albert  Hall  by  the  Mayor, 
J.  Manning,  Esq.  The  style  of  architecture  is  early  Gothu;  of  a 
French  cast.  Over  the  front  to  North  Circus-street  is  a  powerfully 
outlined  tower,  designed  not  only  for  ornament,  but  to  act  as  an 
extracting  shaft  for  the  ventilating  fiues  throughout  the  building. 
Mr.  Fothergill  was  the  architect,  and  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Wesson 
the  builders.     The  cost  was  about  £13,000. 

October  3  (Tuesday). — Previous  to  this  year,  Nottingham 
Groose  Fair  had  always  commenced  on  October  2nd,  and  was  pro- 
claimed for  nine  days ;  but  the  Town  Council  having  decided  that 
five  days  should  be  its  extent,  namely,  from  the  first  Tuesday  in 
October  until  the  first  Saturday,  it  commenced  at  this  date. 

November  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  St.  Ann^a  Ward^ 
J.  A.  Jacoby  1,525,  H.  Browne  1,388,  J.  P.  Wood  771,  J.  Robin- 
son 546  ;  Byr<yrt,  J.  Robinson  1,156,  G.  Belk  1,144,  J.  Wilcock  807, 
M.  R.  Raven  803  ;  Castle,  H.  A.  Atten borough  and  G.  Stevenson ; 
Exchange,  J.  Tumey  677,  R  Denhett  635,  W.  Hams  380,  P.  P. 
Truman  123;  St.  Marys,  Wm.  Nicholls  and  T.  Simpson;  Park, 
H.  Vickers  203,  E.  H.  Fraser  196,  C.  B.  Truman  70,  W.  A. 
Blain  62 ;  S/ierwood,  J.  Comyn  and  T.  Worth. 

November  9. — Mr.  J.  W.  Bowers  appointed  Mayor;  Mr. 
L.  Lindley,  Sheriff. 

November  20. — Mr.  G.  Moore,  of  the  firm  of  Copestake, 
Moore,  &  Co.,  London  &  Nottingham,  knocked  down  by  two  young 
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horses  that  had  broken  loose  from  some  livery  stables  at  Carlisle,    1876 
and  so  seriously  injured  that  he  died  on  the  following  day. 

November  25.  —  Alexandra  Skating  Rink,j  Talbot-street^ 
opened. 

November  26. — The  third  triennial  election  of  the  Notting- 
ham School  Board  took  place.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
candidates  and  the  numbers  each  polled,  by  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  unsectarians  again  obtained  the  majority  : — 

DenominationalifU. 

Rev.  J.  Harnett  ...  10400 

Mr.  T.  Bentley  ...  9356 

Mr.  H.  Blandy  ...  9353 

R«v.  W.  V.  Jackson  ...  9248 

Mr.  H.  M.  Baines  ...  9021 

Mr.  M.  Mellers  ...  8732 

Mr.  J.  H.  Haywood  ...  8551 


XJnMctariana. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Mallet  ...  9426 

Mr.  E.  Goldschmidt  ...  9425 

Mr.  R  Gripper  ...  9283 

Mr.  W.  G.  Ward  ...  9273 

Mr.  W.  B.  Baggaley  ...  9164 

Rev.  J.  B.  Dougherty  ...  9 1 49 

Mr.  B.  Dowson  ...  8920 


The  first  thirteen  constituted  the  board. 

December  1. — Disastrous  tire  at  the  Nottingham  County  Hall, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  had  been  rebuilt  within  a  few  months 
previous.  The  fire  commenced  at  the  back  of  the  old  or  civil 
court,  which  was  completely  destroyed ;  and  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion was  nearly  equal  in  the  new  crown  court.  The  prison  at  the 
rear  and  the  grand  jury  room  were  saved. 

December  6. — ^The  valley  of  the  Trent  again  flooded,  but  not 
to  the  extent  of  some  former  floods.  The  water  at  the  Trent 
Bridge  was  about  three  inches  lower  than  the  mark  of  1864. 

December  21. —  Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin 
Hood  Rifles  by  Mrs.  C.  Seely,  of  Sherwood  Lodge. 


1877. 

January  5. — Nottingham  and  the  valley  of  the  Trent  visited  1877 
by  another  of  the  floods  which  had  been  so  alarmingly  frequent  of 
late  years.  The  Meadows  presented  the  appearance  of  an  archi 
pelago,  all  traces  of  the  river  being  lost,  the  swift  current  alone 
remaining  to  mark  the  course  of  the  stream.  *  The  Midland  rail- 
way was  submerged  for  a  considei-able  distance,  and  the  spectacle 
was  peculiar  of  a  railway  train  like  an  immense  serpent  ploughing 
its  winding  way  through  the  waste  of  waters.  During  the  flood 
a  draughtsman  named  Edward  Wright,  living  in  Bell-street, 
Meadows,  had  proceeded  in  a  cab  to  the  end  of  Crocus-street, 
When  the  cab  stopped  be  immediately  jumped  out,  and  running 
along  the  road  was  washed  ofl*  the  embankment  and  drowned. 

January  9. — At  a  dinner  held  at  the  George  Hotel,  Richard 
Daft  was  presented  with  a  testimonial  in  recognition  of  his  services 
as  a  cricketer  on  behalf  of  his  county.     The  testimonial  was  in. 
the  form  of  a  silver  salver  beautifully  worked,  with  silver  tea  and 
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1877  coffee  service,  and  a  purse  containing  £500.  The  salver  (which, 
with  the  other  plate,  cost  £150)  bore  the  following  inscription  : — 
''  Presented,  with  a  tea  and  coffee  service,  and  a  purse  of  500 
sovereigns,  to  Richard  Daft,  by  the  admirers  of  cricket  throughout 
the  kingdom.  1876."  Mr.  John  Walker,  of  the  Middlesex  club, 
added  a  silver  tankard,  jmd  Captain  Holden,  a  silver  hunting 
ftisk. 

Jamuiry  28. — Death  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Sylvester,  through  acci- 
dentally falling  down  the  cellar  steps  in  his  own  house. 

Fehrua/ry  4. — Escape  of  four  prisoners  named  Henry  Carnell, 
Charles  Brandon,  John  Starr,  and  Daniel  Noller,  by  breaking 
through  the  roof  of  the  prison  infirmary,  at  the  County  Gaol,  at 
Nottingham.  They  let  themselves  down  into  one  of  the  ware- 
house yards  adjoining,  and  got  cl^'ar  away. 

February  12. — Opening  of  the  Marble  Skating  Rink,  Talbot- 
street. 

March  28. — Foundation  stone  of  a  new  wing  to  the  General 
Hospital  laid  by  Earl  Manvers,  in  the  name  of  the^  Countess 
Manvers.  The  wing  comprises  two  wards  80  feet  by  30  feet,  and 
16  feet  high,  with  necessary  rooms  adjoining,  providing  accommo- 
dation for  45  additional  patients.  T.  C.  Hine  k  Son,  architects. 
This  extension  of  the  hospital  involved  the  destruction  of  the  last 
vestige  of  the  old  town  wall.  Faint  traces  of  its  deeply  excavated 
dry  moat  will  however  still  be  left,  which,  by  the  way,  ceased  to 
be  a  dry  moat  above  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  as  some  50  yards  of 
its  length  were  then  filled  with  the  water  of  a  public  i-eservoir, 
and  even  now  one  portion  of  it  provides  the  rain  water  storeage 
for  the  hospital.  Into  this  moat  two  subterranean  passages  open, 
one  formerly  running  down  to  the  Castle,  and  the  other  to  Chapel- 
bar  Gatehouse,  but  -no  more  than  one  third  in  the  length  of  each 
is  now  to  be  seen. 

April  5. — Mr.  James  Hartshorn  committed  suicide  by  cutting 
his  throat  in  his  chamber. 

April  10. — Foundation  stone  of  St.  Jude's  church.  Mapper- 
ley-plains,  laid  by  W.  Windley,  Esq.,  J. P.  Mr.  Wright,  owner 
of  Mapperley  Park,  made  a  present  of  the  ground,  and  also  a 
substantial  donation  to  the  building  fund. 

April  27. — The  Borough  Extension-  Bill  passed  through  com- 
mittee in  the  House  of  Commons. 

May  10. — Laying  of  four  comer  stones  of  a  new  Baptist 
ohapel,  Woodborough-road,  by  Miss  Bay  ley,  of  Lenton  Abbey; 
Mr.  A.  Goodliffe,  of  Nottingham  ;  Mr.  P.  Spence,  J. P.,  of  Man- 
chester ;  and  Mr.  J.  Cockayne,  president  of  the  Nottingham  Sun- 
day School  Union. 

June  11,  12,  <k  13. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 

between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts. : — R.  Daft,  W.  Oscroft,  A. 

,     Shrewsbury,  R  Butler,  F.  Wild,  J.  Selby,  W.  Barnes,  W.  Flowers, 

A.  Shaw,  J.  Tye,  and  F.  Morley,  who  scored  155  and  48,  and 

eleven  of  Lancashire,  who  scored  112  and  46.     Nearly  £14  warf 
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subscribed  for  Morley,  who  took  seven  wickets  in  Lancashire's    1.S77 
second  innings,  which  finished  five  minutes  prior  to  the  time  for 
drawing  the  stumps  on  the  3rd  day.     Notts,  won  by  46  runs. 

Ju7V*j  14,  15,  <k  16. — Cricket  match  at  Kent  county  ground, 
between  eleven  of  Kent,  who  scored  94  and  171,  and  the  same 
eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  S.  Hind,  junr.,  in  place  ol 
W.  Flowers,  who  scored  167  and  347  (W.  Bai-nes  not  out  109), 
Notts,  won  by  239  runs. 

June  18. — Inauguration  of  a  monument  at  Oossall  to  Corporal 
Shaw  and  two  other  Waterloo  heroea  It  is  in  the  form  of  an 
obelisk,  about  twelve  feet  high,  with  a  carved  foliage  apex,  a 
wreath  of  ivy  leaves  encircling  the  pyramid  about  half  way  down. 
It  stands  on  a  square  base  of  stone,  and  is  composed  of  pure  white 
Carrara  marble  in  three  heights,  on  the  bottom  one  lie  the  cuirass, 
helmet,  and  two  crossed  swords  of  a  Life  Guardsman.  The  in- 
scription is  on  the  front  side  of  the  top  square,  which  has  been 
carved  on  the  face  to  represent  a  shield,  and  is  as  follows: — "This 
monument  is  erected  to  the  memory  of  John  Shaw  and  Kichard 
Waplington,  of  the  Life  Guards,  and  Thomas  Wheatley,  of  the 
Light  Dragoon  Guards,  who  left  their  native  home  in  the  defence 
of  their  country.  The  two  former  fell  at  Waterloo,  the  latter 
returned  and  lies  buried  in  this  churchyard.     (Valour.)" 

Jwiie  25,  26,  <k  27. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — R.  Daft,  W.  Oscroft, 
A.  Shrewsbury,  J.  Selby,  W.  Barnes,  R  Butler,  W.  Sootton,  M. 
M'Intyre,  W.  Flowers,  J.  Wheeler,  and  F.  Morley,  who  scored 
168  and  115  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  140  and  121, 
leaving  Notts,  winners  by  22  runs. 

July  3. — Mr.  Richard  D.  Kent  appointed  master  of  the  Not- 
tingham Union  Workhouse,  and  Mrs.  Kent  matron. 

July  5,  6,  k  7. — Return  cricket  match  at  Old  Trafford,  Man- 
chester, between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — R.  Di^  W, 
Oscroft,  A.  Shrewsbury,  F.  Wild,  Mr.  A.  Cursham,  R  Butler, 
J.  Selby,  W.  Barnes,  S.  Hind,  F.  Morley,  and  J.  Tye,  who  scored 
68  and  67,  and  eleven  ef  Lancashire,  who  scored  117  and  20d, 
winning  by  201  runs. 

July  9,  10,  <&  11. — Cricket  match  at  Lord's  ground,  for  the 
benefit  of  G  Howitt,  between  eleven  of  Middlesex,  who  scored 
149  and  290,  and  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of 
W.  Flowers  in  place  of  R  Butler,  who  aoored  368  (R  Daft  96)  and 
75  for  the  loss  of  one  wicket,  winning  by  nine  wickets. 

July  11. — ^The  Nottingham  Improvement  and  Borough  By- 
tension  Bill  having  passed  into  law,  Mr.  Eitigerald  held  a  eoBuaiih 
sion  of  inquiry  in  the  Lecture  HiJl  of  the  Meohanici'  Iii0titatia%« 
on  the  division  of  the  new  borough  into  sixteen  ward%  aoJI  fii 
their  boundaries.     By  this  act  the  population  of  the 
increased  to  about  200,000,  and  the  number  of  YotertiotJi 
purposes  from  17,840  to   28,924.    The  new  boramik' 
9,960  acres.    By  this  aot|  which  oaiaeintQpparilkiiMi^ 
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1877  1877,  the  nomination  pa{)er  of  each  candidate  for  the  Coancil  mint 
be  signed  by  eight  enrolled  burgesses,  instead  of  one  as  under  the 
old  system,  and  must  be  delivered  seven  days  prior  to  the  electioiL 

July  12,  13,  <&  14. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  gromicly 
between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — R.  Daft,  W.  Oacroit^ 
A.  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  R.  Tolley,  F.  Wild,  J.  Selby,  W.  Barnes,  W. 
Flowers,  A.  J.  Brooks,  F.  Morley,  and  M.  Sherwin,  who  acored 
150  and  120,  and  eleven  of  Surrey,  who  scored  103  and  149. 
Notts,  won  by  18  runs. 

Jtdi/  19,  20,  k  21. — Return  cricket  match  at  Kennington 
Oval,  between  the  same  Notts,  eleven,  with  the  exception  of  S. 
Hin(l  in  place  of  W.  Flowers,  who  scored  97  and  247  and  eleven 
of  Surrey,  who  scored  250  and  97,  for  the  loss  of  seven  wicketi^ 
winning  by  three  wickets. 

July  22. — Death  of  W.  Windley,  Esq.,  J. P.,  the  munificent 
donor  of  All  Saints'  church,  schools,  and  vicarage.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Church  Cemetery  on  the  26Ul 

July  23. — Nottingham  Tramways  Bill  received  the  Royal 
assent. 

July  25.' — ^The  first  sod  of  the  New  Educational  Buildings  in 
Horse  Fair  close,  turned  by  Mr.  Councillor  Goldschmidt,  chairman 
of  the  Free  Libraries  and  Museum  committee.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Mr.  R.  Enfield,  representing  the  anonymous  donor 
of  the  £10,000,  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Borough  Engineer,  &a 

July  26. — Inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles,  on  Bulwell 
Forest,  by  Colonel  Rick  man,  the  muster  being  767  of  all  ranka 

Auyust  2,  3,  k  4. — Cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge  ground, 
between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of  M. 
M'Intyre  and  W.  Clarke  in  place  of  S.  Hind  and  A.  J.  Brooks^ 
who  scored  124  and  115,  and  eleven  of  Gloucestershire,  who  scored 
287  (Mr.  W.  O.  Moberley  not  out  110),  winning  in  one  innitigit 
by  48  runs. 

August  1 3, 1 4,  &  1 5. — Return  cricket  match  at  Cheltenham  Col- 
lege ground,  between  the  following  eleven  of  Notta: — R.  Daft,  W. 
Oscroft,  A.  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  R  Tolley,  Mr.  Miles,  F.  WUd,  J. 
Selby,  W.  Barnes,  J.  Tye,  F.  Morley,  and  M.  Sherwin,  who  scored 
111  and  79,  and  eleven  of  Gloucestershire,  who  scored  235,  win- 
ning by  an  innings  and  45  runs. 

August  16. — Fearful  thunder  storm,  during  which  four  little 
boys,  who  had  taken  shelter  from  the  rain  under  one  of  the  elm 
ti*ee8  in  Robin  Ilood's-chase,  wei-e  struck  by  the  electric  fluid  and 
thrown  with  violence  to  the  ground.  Three  of  them,  named 
Alfred  Westbury,  John  Heathcote,  and  Thomas  Shardlow,  were 
seriously  injured ;  but  one  named  Porter  escaped  with  a  slight 
shock  to  his  system,  from  which  he  soon  recovered  Several 
buildings  in  Nottingham  were  also  injured. 

Augttst  16,  17,  k  18. — Return  cricket  match *at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  the  same  Notts,  eleven,  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  A.  W.  Cursham  in  place  of  Mr.  Miles,  who  scored  192  and 
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193  for  tho  lo8s  of  niae  wickets,  and  eleven  of  Middlesex,  who    1877 
scored  400  (Hon.  K  Lyttleton  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Webbe  100  each)  in 
their  first  an  I  only  innings.     The  match  was  drawn. 

AtpjMt  27,  23,  k  29. — Return  cricket  match  at  Trent-bridge 
ground,  between  the  same  eleven  of  Notts.,  with  the  exception  of 
W.  Flowers  in  place  of  J.  Tye,  who  scored  65  and  109,  and  eleven 
of  Kent,  who  scored  186,  winning  bj  an  innings  and  12  runs. 

September  3,  4,  k  5. — ^Return  cricket  match  at  Bramall-lane, 
Sheffield,  between  the  following  eleven  of  Notts.: — R  Daft,  W. 
Oscroft,  A.  Shrewsbury,  F.  Wild,  Mr.  A.  W.  Cursham,  J.  Selby, 
W.  Barnes,  W.  Flowers,  a  Hind,  M.  M'lntyre,  and  F.  Morley, 
who  scored  110  and  143,  and  eleven  of  Yorkshire,  who  scored  145 
and  49  for  the  loss  of  one  wickeL     The  match  was  drawn. 

September  11. — Opening  of  a  new  Baptist  chapel,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Woodborough-road  with  Alfred-street,  by  the  Rev.  Archi- 
bald Brown.  The  chapel  is  84  feet  by  45  feet,  and  will  seat  from 
500  to  600  persons.  There  is  a  large  school-room  underneath, 
which  will  accommodate  400  children.  It  was  erected  by  Mr. 
Smith,  builder.  Meadows,  from  designs  by  Mr.  Scattergood,  of 
Bulwell,  at  the  cost  of  about  £3,500.  • 

September  27. — Foundation  stone  of  the  new  University 
Buildings,  in  Horse  Fair  close,  laid.  The  ceremony  was  attended 
by  the  Duke  of  St  Albans,  Lord  Belper,  Earl  Manvers,  the  Rev. 
Canon  Morae,  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  the  Right  Hon.  W.  R 
Gladstone,  and  many  other  distinguished  gentlemen.  The  Mayor 
(J.  W.  Bowers,  Esq.,)  laid  the  stone,  in  a  cavity  of  which  was 
placed  a  bottle  containing  coins,  lace,  and  other  articles  in  the 
usual  manner,  after  which,  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Mr.  Gladstone^ 
and  Mr.  S.  Morley  addressed  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators. 
At  the  termination  of  the  proceedings,  a  sumptuous  luncheon  waa 
provided  at  the  Albert  Hall,  at  which,  by  invitation  from  the 
Mayor,  a  large  portion  of  the  company  attended.  Speeches  were 
afterwards  delivered  by  the  Mayor,  Earl  Manvers,  Colonel  Seely, 
the  Duke  of  St  Albans,  kc  This  building,  now  approadiing  its 
completion,  will  comprise  the  Free  Public  Library,  Free  Natural 
History  Museum,  University  Extension  Classes,  kc,  and  was  esti- 
mated to  cost  about  £50,000,  without  the  land.  The  Library  will 
occupy  the  Sherwood-street  side,  t^e  Museum  will  face  Bilbie-street^ 
and  the  rest  of  the  building  will  be  devoted  to  the  University  Ex- 
tension  Scheme  and  Borough  Laboratory.  It  is  expected  to  be 
ready  for  occupation  during  the  summer  of  1880. 

October  28. — Re-opening  of  St  Paul's  church  after  aherationa. 

October  31. — ^The  following  thirteen  gentlemen  appointed 
magistrates  for  the  borough  of  Nottingham  :  —  Messrs.  Saul 
Isaac,  M.P.,  K  Percy,  P.  H.  Cooper,  J.  Manning,  W.  Parsons, 
W.  Dobson,  K  Patchitt^  &  Butler,  J.  M.  Pott,  W.  Skinner,  I.  I. 
Birkin,  J.  Pettif or,  and  J.  Bradshaw. 

October  31.— The  following  is  a  list  of  the  retiring  Council  :* 
Mayor, /.W.  Bovvers;  Sheriff,  L.  Lindley;  Aldermen,  Messrs. 

4o 
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1877  T.  Cullcn,  W.  Foster,  J.  Howitt,  W.  Knight,  J.  Reckleas,  J.  L. 
Thackeray,  W.  G.  Ward,  J.  Barber,  W.  Lambert,  L.  Hardy,  T. 
Herbert,  J.  Manning,  J.  Oldknow,  and  W.  Vickers ;  Members  of 
the  Council,  St,  Ann*8  Ward,  Messra  T.  Bentley,  D.  Lynam,  E. 
Massey,  J.  Trevitt,  H.  Browne,  and  J.  A,  Jacoby ;  Byron,  Messrs* 
Walter  Gregory,  H.  E^ginton,  J.  Crosland,  T.  Tutin,  G.  Belk,  and 
J.  Robinson ;  Castle,  Messrs.  J.  Brown,  H.  M.  Baines,  G.  Smith, 
J.  S.  R.  Annibal,  H.  A.  Atten borough,  and  J.  Stevenson ;  Exchange^ 
Messrs.  G.  Blackburn,  F.  Acton,  C.  Barnes,  J.  S.  Gilpin,  R.  Den- 
nett, and  J.  Turney ;  St,  Mary* a,  Messrs.  S.  Turner,  K  Pratt,  J.  E. 
Minnitt,  W.  Whitehead,  W.  Nicholls,  and  T.  Simpson;  Parh^ 
Messrs.  E  H.  Fraser,  H.  Vickers,  J.  G.  Woodward,  J.  W.  Bowers, 
W.  Clark,  and  F.  Stevenson ;  Sherwood^  Messrs.  W.  Ford,  J.  W. 
Jevons,  J.  A.  Clarke,  E  Goldschmidt,  J.  Comyn,  and  T.  Worth. 

November  1. — First  Municipal  election  in  the  extended 
borough  of  Nottingham.  The  wards  had  been  increased  from 
seven  to  sixteen,  and  the  number  of  Councillors  for  each  reduced 
from  six  to  three,  one  to  retire  in  each  year.  The  following  is  the 
official  declaration  of  the  poll  for  each  ward  : — Bridge,  G.  Black- 
bum  690,  J.  Turney  576,  R  Dennett  528,  W.  H.  Harris  402, 
W.  Shrewsbury  340  ;  Broxtowe^  F.  H.  Wilkinson,  J.  P.  Ford,  and 
W,  Burton ;  Byron,  J.  Robinson,  W.  Gregory,  and  J.  Wilcock ; 
Castle,  T.  Bay  ley  704,  J.  Renals  678,  J.  B.  Walker  669,  J.  Froggatt 
486,  T.  Shepperson  458,  W.  R.  Annibal  405 ;  Forest,  L.  Lindley 
«28,  W.  Ford  803,  F.  Acton  791,W.  BUlyeald  676,  M.  Mellers  641, 
W.  A.  Heazell  611;  Manvers,  A.  Wilson  672,  F.  Pulman  617, 
M.  R  Raven  573,  N.  Pratt  348,  J.  Webster  342,  J.  S.  Hedderley 
320 ;  Maj)perley,  J.  S.  Gilpin  394,  T.  Palmer  357,  T.  Tutin  338, 
S.  Robinson  323,  T.  Dickinson  310,  J.  Bausor  297  ;  Market,  J.  G. 
Woodward  914,  T.  Worth  901,  H.  Vickers  840,  H.  A.  Atten- 
borough  569,  J.  S.  R  Annibal  568,  W.  A.  Blain  564 ;  Meadotcs^ 
A.  Cleaver  420,  H.  M.  Baines  407,  W.  R  Baggaley  399,  J.  Steven- 
son 391,  J.  Brown  389;  Robin  Hood,  J.  A.  Jacoby  832,  H. 
Browne  722,  J.  Trevitt  694,  W.  Slim  476,  T.  Sperrey  443; 
SL  Ann's,  T.  Bentley  974,  W.  Pyatt  900,  a  Limpenny  849, 
H.  W.  Letherland  767,  —  Cockbum  764,  D'E  Lynam  744 ;  St. 
Albans,  J.  Oliver  664,  F.  Felkin  661,  T.  Holmes  656,  J.  Diggle 
471,  A.  Faulconbridge  434,  W.  H.  Gamble  888,  Dr.  Buckby  22; 
St  Mary*8,  W.  Whitehead  695,  T.  Black  692,  S.  Turner  675,  K 
Pratt  665,  Z.  Stafford  663  J  Sherwood,  K  Goldschmidt  999,  J. 
Clarke  927,  J.  W.  Jevons  840,  J.  Comyn  804,  J.  G.  Richardson 
583,  Dr.  Watchom  i\2,  M.  Jones  91 ;  Trent,  W.  Nicholls  715, 
T.  Simpson  577,  H.  S.  Cropper  560,  W.  W.  Cooper  486,  T.  W. 
Elliott  391,  W.  Britton  298  j  WoUaton,  J.  Priestly  779,  J.  Burton 
764,  G.  Goode  670,  R  H.  Fraser  644,  — .Birks  259,  M.  Jones  210. 

No7>€mber  8. — First  united  meeting  ot  the"  Notti^igham,  Baa- 
ford,  LentoD,  Radford,  and  Sneinton  School  Boards  in  the  Grand 
Jury  Room,  at  the  Town  Hall,  when  thirty-two  members  were 
prfjfMmtf  and  Mr.  Gripper  was  chosen  chairman.     Hie  fdlowing 
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Extract  from  the  finance  committee's  report  will  show  the  financial  187 r 
position  of  the  various  School  Boards  comprised  in  the  extended 
borouf^h  : — The  accounts  for  the  month  ended  31st  October  showed 
the  following  total  receipts : — Nottingham  £94,  Basford  £230, 
Sneinton  £103,  Lenton  £178  :  total  £606.  Balances  overdrawn 
on  31st  October :— Nottingham  £930,  Basford  £1,231,  Sneinton 
£124,  Lenton  £36.  With  regard  to  Basford  they  had  spent 
about  £900,  which  would  be  refunded.  T)ie  expenditure  side 
showed  that  Nottingham  owed  for  loans,  represented  hy  the  two 
board  schools,  £16,583,  other  liabilities  £163 ;  Basford  had 
liabilities  amounting  to  £32,  Sneinton  liabilities  for  loans  £8,820, 
making  the  total  liabilities  for  loans  £24,803,  and  for  small  items 
£195.  The  total  amount  of  existing  loans,  and  loans  negociated 
or  in  process  of  negociation  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  borough 
extension,  £44,662.  By  the  terms  upon  which  these  loans  had 
been  raised  (assuming  the  rateable  value  of  the  new  borough  to 
remain  at  its  present  amount)  this  sum  would  be  repaid  with 
interest  in  the  course  of  the  next  fifty  years,  by  an  annual  charge 
upon  the  rates  of  about  £1,900,  or  less  than  a  penny  in  the  pound. 
The  committee  had  had  under  consideration  the  probable  require- 
ments of  the  board  from  the  1st  November  to  the  4th  of  April,  1878. 
The  estimated  liabilities  for  this  period  amounted  to  £4,300, 
which  sum  was  equal  to  a  rate  of  less  than  twopence  in  the  pound 
on  the  whole  rateable  value  of  the  extended  borough,  now  upwards 
of  £600,000.  The  estimated  expenditure  commenced  with  a 
deficiency  of  £2,323,  arising  from  the  arrangements  which  were 
necessary  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  finances  of  the  different 
boards ;  and  it  was  calculated  that  it  would  be  covered  by  the 
government  grant  estimated  to  have  been  earned  by  the  several 
schools  under  the  control  of  the  board,  and  by  money  to  be  raised 
from  the  Loan  Commissioners.  The  committee  accordingly  recom- 
mended the  board  to  resolve  to  issue  precepts  to  the  rating  authority 
of  the  extended  borough  for  the  aggregate  sum  of  £4,300. 
A  rider  was  affixed  to  the  report  concerning  the  Radford  Board, 
stating  that  £10,312  had  been  raised  on  loan,  and  of  this  sum 
£5,176  had  been  spent  in  the  erection  of  schools  and  part  purchase 
of  lands,  leaving  £5,136  still  to  be  laid  out  on  works  of  a  permanent 
character. 

November  9. — First  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  ex- 
tended borough,  when  W.  G.  Ward,  Esq.,  was  appointed  Mayor; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Jacoby,  Sheriff;  and  the  following  sixteen  gentlemen 
Aldermen  : — Messrs.  J.  Barber,  J.  W.  Bowers,  J.  S.  Gilpin,  W. 
Foster,  R  Gripper,  J.  Hewitt,  J.  Manning,  and  W.  G.  Ward,  for 
six  years ;  and  Messrs.  W.  H.  Burgess,  W.  Ford,  E.  Goldschmidt, 
W.  Lambert,  J.  Oldknow,  J.  L.  Thackeray,  W.  Whitehead,  and 
J.  G.  Woodward,  for  three  years. 

November  20. — Fire  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  J.  W,  Bowers, 
Wheeler-gate,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Sulley,  architect,  and  Mr. 
K  H.  Fraser,  solicitor.    Ilie  damage  was  estimated  at  about  £200. 
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1877  NcvenJber  21. — Exeeation  of  Thomas  Grey,  in  the  interior  of 

the  County  Gktol,  for  the  murder  of  Ann  Mellors,  by  catting  her 
throat,  at  Car  Colston,  on  the  20th  of  August,  1877. 

November  23. — ^The  elections  for  CoundUors  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  caused  by  the  raising  of  Councillors  J.  S.  Gilpin,  W.  Ford, 
R  Goldschmidt,  W.  Whitehead,  and  J.  G.  Woodward  to  the  Alder- 
manic  bench,  took  place  in  the  following  wards,one  in  each  >'Mairkei^ 
Z.  Stafford  678,  J.  &  R  Annibal  368,  R  Allen  212 ;  Sherwood, 
J.  Smith  825,  J.  Comyn  673 ;  Jfapperley,  S.  Robinson  484,  H. 
Ashwell  287 ;  Foreety  J.  Miller ;  SL  Mar^$,  R  Pratt 

November  28. — Election  of  the  first  School  Board  under  the 
Borough  Extension  Act,  which  consisted  of  fifteen  members. 
Twenty-six  gentlemen  had  been  nominated,  but  eleven  having 
withdrawn,  the  following  constituted  the  Board: — H.  Ashwell, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Dougherty,  R  Dowson,  J.  S.  Gilpin,  R  Gripper,  J.  T. 
Mallet^  Z.  Stafford,  A.  Wilson,  H.  M.  Baines,  T.  Benfley,  Rev. 
H.  T.  Fountaine,  Rev.  Canon  Harnett,  M.  Mellers,  H.  R  Thornton, 
and  the  Rev.  Y.  W.  Hutton.     The  first  eight  are  unsectarians. 

December  20. — Regimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Robin 
Hood  Rifies  by  the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  W.  G.  Ward). 

December  20. — Death  of  Lord  Middleton,  at  his  seat  Birdsall, 
Yorkshire,  aged  60  years.      Buried  in  the  churchyard  at  BirdsalL 

December  21. — Consecration  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Trollope, 
rector  of  Leasingham,  Lincolnshire,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, at  Westminster  Abbey,  as  Bishop  Suffragan  of  Nottingham. 

December  30. — Death  of  Mr.  Job  Bradshaw,  at  his  residence, 
Standard-hill,  aged  73  years,  for  >several  years  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  proprietor  and  conductor  of  the  Nottinghatn 
Journal  from  1841  to  1866,  when  he  retired  in  favour  of  his  sons, 
the  present  proprietors. 

December. — Opening  of  the  completed  portion  of  St.  Jude'a 
church,  Mapperley,  by  the  Bishop  Suffragan  of  Nottingham. 


1878. 

1878  February  10. — Serious  fire  in  the  roof   of    St.  Matthew's 

church,  caused  by  the  overheating  of  a  flue. 

February  13. — Execution  of  John  Brooks,  in  the  Nottingham 
Borough  Gaol,  for  the  murder,  on  the  11th  of  December,  1877, 
of  Cai*oline  Woodbead,  a  married  woman,  by  cutting  her  throat, 
in  one  of  the  garden  avenues  leading  out  of  MilneVlane,  New 
Lcnton.     He  i^rwards  gave  himself  up  to  a  policeman. 

March  14. — Opening  of  the  Caf^  on  the  Long-row  (established 
for  the  sale  of  non-intoxicating  refreshments)  by  Mr.  S.  Morley, 
who  afterwai-ds  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  Morley  House,  for 
the  establishment  of  another  Caf6  and  other  purposes,  at  the 
junction  of  Shakespeare-street  and  Melbourne-street 
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1878  April  24. — A  man  named  Brownston  hung  himself  in  a  cell 

at  the  Police  station.     The  jury  found  a  verdict  of  felo  de  ae, 

April  25. — Opening  of  the  Radford  Board  Schools,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  assemblage  of  spectators,  by  Alderman  Gripper, 
chairman  of  the  School  Board,  lliese  schools  will  accommodate 
300  boys,  300  girls,  and  300  infants.  Mr.  R  0.  Sutton  was  the 
architect,  and  Mr.  Enoch  Hind  the  builder.  The  cost  was  about 
j£l  0,000.  The  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  Mr.  John  Hancock^ 
chairman  of  the  old  School  Board,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1877. 

April  30. — At  the  Nottingham  Borough  Sessions  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  sworn  in  as  magistrates : — Messrs.  W.  Parsons, 
W.  Skinner,  K  Percy,  J.  Manning,  W.  K  Dobson,  S.  Butler,  and 
J.  M.  Pott 

JHai/  20. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  it  was  agreed 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  ^iiStle 
Museum  out  of  the  profits  from  the  gas  undertaking  during  the 
current  year. 

J/ay  30. — Be-opening  services  on  the  partial  restoration,  at 
the  cost  of  £2,000,  of  St.  Peter's  church,  when  a  seimon  was 
preached  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  It  is  intended  to  completely 
restore  the  edifice  at  a  cost  of  £7,000,  when  the  necessary  funds 
have  been  obtained. 

June  1 4. — Death  of  the  Mayor  of  Nottingham,  W.  G.  Ward, 
Esq.,  caused  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  near  the  foot  of  the  Castle 
rock,  on  the  previous  evening.  For  years  Mr.  Ward  had  been  in 
the  foremost  rank  both  in  the  commercial  and  political  world  of 
Nottingham,  and  mainly  to  his  energy  may  be  ascribed  the  borough 
extension  and  the  adaptation  of  the  Castle  as  an  Art  Museum. 
This  event,  falling  as  it  did  a  few  days  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
Museum  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  cast  a  deep  gloom 
over  the  town.  His  remains  received  a  public  burial  in  the 
Church  Cemetery,  on  the  19th,  attended  by  the  Corporation,  the 
Bobin  Hood  Rifies,  a  large  number  of  his  workmen,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  various  public  bodies,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense 
concourse  of  spectators. 

June  24. — At  a  special  moeting  of  the  Town  Council  Alder- 
man J.  Oldknow  was  appointed  Mayor  in  the  room  of  the  late 
W.  G.  Ward,  and  Mr.  W.  EInight  elected  to  the  vacant  seat  on 
the  aldermanic  bench. 

Juli/  3. — The  Midland  Counties  Art  Museum  at  Nottingham 
Castle  was  opened  by  His  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  was  accompanied  by  the  Princess,  and  the  day's  proceedings 
were  characterised  by  all  the  iclcU  consequent  on  the  visit  of 
royalty.  On  the  evening  of  the  2nd,  the  Prince  and  Princess 
arrived  at  Daybrook  station  for  Bestwood  Park,  the  seat  of  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  St.  Albans,  of  whom  their  Boyal  Highnesses 
were  the  guests. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  it  rained  1  Not  mere  drizzle,  but 
great  big  dro]>8  that  seemed  calculated  to  play  sad  havoc  with  the 
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fragile  festoons.  If  ever  a  blessing  did  come  in  a  disguise,  it  was  1878 
the  rain  on  that  Wednesday  morning.  It  laid  the  dust,  it  refreshed 
the  evergreens,  it  made  the  atmosphere  delightfully  cool  and 
pleasant.  Presently,  the  sun  shone  forth  in  all  the  brilliancy  of 
"  Queen's  weather ;"  hopes  half  shattered  were  revived ;  people 
crowded  into  the  town  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  and 
took  up  their  position  along  the  line  of  routes  something  like  three 
miles  in  extent  in  the  first  instance. 

At  half-past  ten,  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  borough 
officials,  and  others,  assembled  at  the  School  of  Art,  Waverley -street, 
from  whence  they  proceeded,  at  noon,  wa  Forest-road  onto  Mansfield- 
road,  there  to  await  in  their  long  line  of  carriages  the  arrival  of 
the  Royal  party  from  Bestwood.  At  twelve  o'clock,  the  distant 
cheers  told  unmistakeably  that  the  Prince  and  Princess  were 
approaching.     A  flourish  of  trumpets  greeted  them  on  nearing  * 

the  "  arch  of  welcome,"  and  the  famous  band  of  the  Robin  Hood 
Rifles  struck  up  the  first  six  bars  of  "  Qod  save  the  Queen."  The 
procession  was  of  considerable  length,  and  included  the  Mayor,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  the  Sheriff  of  the  town,  the 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and 
numerous  other  distinguished  personages,  the  members  of  the 
Castle  Museum  Committee  and  of  the  Corporation,  borough 
officials,  representatives  of  Friendly  Societies,  and  others,  all  of 
whom  were,  of  course,  in  carriages.  The  Royal  carriage  was 
escorted  by  a  detachment  of  the  17  th  Lancers,  and  by  squadrons 
of  the  South  Notts.  Yeomanry  and  the  Sherwood  Rangers; 
and  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  were  attended  by  the  Duke 
of  St.  Albans  and  Sir  Dighton  Probyn. 

At  the  top  of  Mansfield-road  a  magnificent  and  substantial 
triumphal  arch  had  been  erected,  on  either  side  of  which  were 
displayed  the  words,  "  Welcome  to  Nottingham,''  where  the  Royal 
party  were  received  with  a  salute  by  a  guard  of  honour  of 
the  Robin  Hood  Rifles.  On  Mansfield-road  crimson  Venetian 
masts  had  been  erected,  to  contrast  with  the  green  foliage, 
each  pole  being  surmounted  by  a  flag  or  bannerette,  with  mid- 
way a  shield  supporting  a  number  of  smaller  flags,  and  the 
decorations  on  the  houses  were  extremely  beautiful,  reflecting 
great  credit  upon  the  taste  of  the  inhabitants.  Lace  being  the 
chief  staple  trade  of  the  town,  there  was  no  end  to  the 
display  of  the  textile  fabric,  which,  especially  when  hung  over 
scarlet  and  crimson  drapery,  demonstrated  in  an  effective  fashion 
its  adaptability  for  decorative  purpoees.  A  number  of  spacious 
platforms  had  been  erected  on  Mansfield-road,  which  were  embel- 
lished with  lace,  drapeiy,  and  an  unlimited  amount  of  bunting. 
The  sight  of  sights,  howerery  was  to  be  witnessed  daring  the  time 
of  the  procession  erossinf  ^  '^^  Mwildering 

scene  here  presented  «i^  ^  l<«oribed. 

The  deooMtioiis  '^"^^  rfeot, 

whilsl  tfiqpiBdeli  tlie 
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1878  square,  were  countless  small  flags  similar  to  those  previously 
referred  ta  The  houses  were  uniformly  draped  with  crimson 
doth  and  lace,  with  an  interlacing  design  of  blue  artificial  flowers. 
And  what  a  mass  of  humanity !  Never  before,  probably,  in  the 
history  of  good  old  Nottingham,  has  the  Great  Market-place  wit- 
nessed su(^  a  multitude  of  human  souls.  Here,  too,  17,000 
schoolchildren  over  the  age  of  nine  years,  were  assembled  within 
barriers  erected  for  the  purpose.  As  soon  as  the  Boyal  carriage 
appeared  in  sight,  the  youthful  army,  under  the  able  conductorship 
of  Mr.  F.  M.  Ward,  united  in  singing  the  National  Anthem.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  alongside  the  barriers,  the 
oarriage  stopped,  whilst  the  children  sang  '*  €k>d  bless  the  Prince 
of  Wides."  The  Princess  was  visibly  affected,  and  it  was  a  graceful 
act  that  of  receiving  a  bouquet  of  flowers  from  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  fair  little  singers.  In  chapel-bar  the  festoons  again  were  very 
eflective,  and  Derby-road  was  gay  with  Venetian  masts,  bunting, 
lace,  drapery,  and  evergreens.  At  the  top  of  Derby-road  was 
another  triumphal  arch,  this  one  having  been  raised  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Nottingham  Rowing  Club,  the  leading  members  of 
which,  loftily  seated  in  an  eight-oared  outrigger,  **  tossed  oars''  on 
the  aproach  of  the  Royal  carriage,  which  here  again  stopped  for 
a  few  moments.  More  music,  more  tremendous  cheering,  and  on 
again  went  the  procession  at  a  quickened  pace.  Beyond  what  had 
been  done  by  private  residents,  no  decorations  were  attempted  in 
the  Park,  the  natural  loveliness  of  which  rendered  such  inadvisable. 
In  Newcastle-circus,  there  was  a  large  gathering  of  school  children 
of  too  tender  an  age  to  take  part  in  the  Market-place  demonstra- 
tion. Proceeding  ak)ng  Park-drive,  the  gates  were  reached,  where 
another  strong  guard  of  honour  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  was 
posted,  who  saluted  whilst  the  band  of  the  regiment  again  played 
a  portion  of  the  **  National  Anthem." 

There  was  a  brilliant  assemblage  on  the  Castle  Green,  round 
three  sides  of  which  the  remainder  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles 
were  ranged,  under  the  command  of  Lieut-Colonel  Seely.  The 
Prince  eventually  unlocked  the  door  at  the  principal  entrance  to 
the  Museum  with  a  key  of  exquisite  workmanship,  manufactured 
for  the  occasion,  after  which  their  Royal  Highnesses  were  con- 
ducted to  the  reception  rooms  prepared  for  them.  A  number  of 
presentations  were  made,  including  the  Mayor,  the  Deputy-Mayor, 
the  Sheriff  the  Yice-Chairman  of  the  Castle  Museum  Committee, 
and  several  Aldermen  and  Councillors.  Theii'  Royal  Highnesses 
then  commenced  a  tour  of  the  intei  ior  of  the  Museum,  Mr.  Hine^ 
the  architect,  and  Mr.  Wallis,  the  curator,  acting  as  guides. 

The  opening  ceremony  took  place  under  a  pavilion  erected  on 
the  green.  The  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  S.  G.  Johnson,  having  read  the 
address,  the  Prince  read  his  reply,  in  which  he  expressed  the 
gratification  it  aflbrded  him  and  the  Princess  "  to  be  able  to  visit 
so  important  and  prosperous  a  town,  and  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  Midland  Counties  Museum."     *' Nottingham  has  tiikeii  ths 
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lead,"  continued  His  Royal  Highness,  "in  carrying  out  one  of  the  1878 
principal  objects  entertained  by  the  Prince  Consort,  my  lamented 
father,  when  he  established  a  National  Art  Museum  at  South 
Kensington,  an  example  which,  I  trust,  will  speedily  be  followed 
by  other  municipal  bodies  throughout  the  United  Kingdom." 
The  Bishop  of  Lincoln  having  offered  up  prayer,  the  Prince 
stepped  forward,  and  in  distinct  tones  declared  the  Museum  to  be 
open.  A  round  of  hearty  applause,  with  much  waving  of  hat» 
and  handkerchiefs,  greeted  this  announcement,  and  the  band  of  the 
Royal  Artillery  played  "  Rule  Britannia." 

In  the  afternoon,  a  large  and  influential  assembly  partook  of 
the  hospitality  provided  at  the  Mayor's  luncheon  at  the  Exchange 
— which  was  of  a  private  character.  Dense  crowds  thronged  the 
streets  daring  the  remainder  of  the  day,  the  band  of  the  Cold- 
stream Guards  l)eing  stationed  in  the  Market-place,  and  other 
bands  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  At  night  the  town  was 
brilliantly  illuminated,  and  there  was  a  display  of  fireworks  on  the 
Forest,  by  Mr.  Brock,  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  on  a  grand  scale, 
fiery  portraits  being  given  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  late 
Mayor,  Alderman  W.  G.  Ward.  In  the  Market-place  and  from 
the  Castle  the  electric  light  converted  midnight  into  noontide,  as  it 
were,  and  the  great  day  terminated  in  a  manner  highly  gratifying 
to  all  those  concerned  in  the  management  of  affairs,  and  to  the 
thousands  of  sightseers  at  large. 

First  telephonic  communication  in  Nottingham  astablished 
between  the  Castle  Museum  and  the  Police  Station,  St.  JohnV 
street,  on  the  23rd  of  June  previous. 

Jidt/  11. — The  Rev.  J.  F.  M'Callan  elected  a  member  of  the 
Nottingham  School  Board,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Mellers,  who  was 
disqualified. 

i/Wy  26. — At  the  Nottingham  A.ssizes,  Thomas  Duke,  parish 
clerk  of  Tollerton,  sentenced  to  twenty  years  penal  servitude,  for 
attempting  to  kill  his  wife  by  poison. 

AugiMt  6. — Sudden  death  of  Councillor  D'K  Lynam  of  heart 
diseasf'. 

Aiigust  6. — Opening  of  Sherwood  Board  Schools  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Gripper.  They  are  intended  to  accommodate  ITiQ  girls 
and  infants  only,  %nd  cost  £2,400. 

Aiigust  12. — ^Thomas  Cholerton,  who  on  the  Gih  of  May  pre- 
vious murdered  a  woman  name<l  Jane  Smith,  by  cutting  her 
throat,  in  Notintone-street,  Sneinton,  paid  the  last  jM^nalty  of  the 
law  in  Nottingham  Borough  Gaol. 

Augriat  14. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Privy  Council,  at  Osborne 
House,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  conferred  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood on  Alderman  James  Oldknow,  Mayor  of  Nottingham. 

Aiiguat  19, — Opening  of  Basford  Board  Schools  by  Mr.  Aid. 
Gripper.  The  boys'  and  girls'  schools  are  each  G2  ftiet  by  21  feet, 
and  the  infant's  school  54  feet  by  2  4  feet.  Tlio  building  cost 
J^7,000,  but  with  the  land  and  the  school-  master's  house,  the  total 
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1878   reached  £10,000.     Mr.  Thomas  M'Olouch,  of  Bulwell,  was  the 
contractor,  and  Mr.  Etwell,  of  West  Bromwich,  architect. 

August  24. — Four  persons,  named  Julia  Bradbury,  Clara 
Bussell,  William  B.  Kussell,  and  Lawrence  Clarke,  had  gone 
on  an  excui-sion  up  the  river  Trent,  and  were  sheltering  under  the 
bank  of  the  river  during  a  thunder  storm,  when  a  mass  of  earth 
from  the  bank  falling  into  the  boat,  overturned  it,  and  three  of 
them  were  drowned,  the  last-named  only  being  saved.  The  three 
deceased,  whose  bodies  were  recovered  at  various  times,  were 
interred  in  the  Church  Cemetery  on  the  30th. 

August  31. — Violent  thunderstorm  in  Nottingham, by  which 
many  cellars  were  flooded  and  much  damage  done. 

September  1. — Seiious  fire  in  the  work-rooms  of  Messrs. 
Taylor  <b  Son,  picture  frame  manufacturers,  Biidlesmith-gate. 
The  damage  was  estimated  at  several  hundreds  of  pounds. 

September  17. — The  first  section  of  the  Nottingham  Tramways 
opened. 

September  20. — ^The  Duke  of  St  Albans  installed  Grand 
Master  of  the  Nottingham  Province  of  Freemasomy  in  the  room 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  had  resigned.  The  duty  of  instal- 
lation was  performed  by  Pro  Grand  Master  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
in  the  large  picture  gallery  of  the  Castle  Museum,  which  had  been 
fitted  up  for  the  occasion. 

October  15. — Died  at  his  residence,  Lincoln,  Bishop  Mackenzie, 
who  had  for  nearly  seven  years  been  Sufiragan  Bishop  of  Notting- 
ham. 

October  26. — Destructive  fire  at  the  corporation  stables,  Leen- 
side,  in  which  six  valuable  horses,  belonging  to  the  Corporation, 
were  burnt  to  death. 

October  31. — Begimental  prizes  presented  to  the  Kobin 
Hood  Rifles  by  Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  St.  Albans. 

November  1. — The  Municipal  elections.  The  official  statement 
of  the  poll  was  as  follows  ; — Bridge  Ward,  R.  Dennett;  BroxtowCj 
J.  Birch  613,  E.  Charlesworth  567  ;  Byron,  J.  Vilcock  725,  G.  Belk 
621;  Castle,  J.  B.  Walker  559,  C.Weldon  218;  ForestJ,  Acton  753, 
J.  Acton  401 ;  Manvers,  M.  R.  Raven ;  Mapperley,  J.  Bausor 
461,  T.  Tutin  267;  Ma/rket,  H.  Vickers;  Meadows,  J.  Steven- 
son 569,  W.  B.  Baggaley  325 ;  Robin  Hood,  H.  Bray  689,  L. 
Torr  274;  St  Alban's,  T.  Holmes  610,  J.  Diggle  476;  St,  Ann's, 
J.  Sylvester  628,  S.  Lympenny  540;  St.  Mary's,  S.  Turner; 
S/ui7ivood,  E.  H.  Eraser  568,  M.  W.  Jones  143;  Trent,  H.  S. 
Cropper;  WoJlaton,  G.  Goode  571,  T.  Vickers  565. 

November  4. — The  electric  light  first  used  for  street  lamps  in 
Nottingham,  on  the  occasion  of  F.  Maccabees  entertainment  at  the 
Mechanics'  Hall,  five  lamps  being  outside  the  hall. 

Noveifibcr  9. — Sir  James  Oldknow  again  appointed  Mayor ; 
Mr.  J.  Turnev,  Sheritr. 

December  13. — Henry  Dawson,  an  eminent  landscape  painter, 
died  at  his  house,  "The  Cedars,"  Chiswick,  at  the  age  of  67  years. 
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He  waa\>OTa  at  Hull  1811,  but  ho  always  regarded  Nottingham  1878 
as  his  native  town,  because  he  resided  here  from  1812  to  1844. 
Beginning  lite  as  a  twisthand  here,  he  occupied  his  spare  time  in 
painting,  his  pictures  realizing  from  half-a-crown  to  a  sovereign 
each.  In  1835  he  became  a  professional  artist  There  was  an 
exhibition  of  his  paintings  in  the  Art  Museum,  Nottingham,  for 
several  months,  which  was  followed  hy  one  of  his  water-colour 
drawings.  After  a  long  and  successful  struggle  the  good  old  man 
passed  awaj  just  when  he  had  attained  a  great  name  in  the  art 
world.  For  a  full  account  of  Dawson  we  refer  our  readers  to  the 
second  edition  of  the  official  catalogue  of  the  Art  Museum,  com- 
piled by  Mr.  Briscoe. 

December  30. — A  frost,  which  had  lasted  from  the  6th  of 
December,  suddenly  broke  up,  and,  combined  with  a  large  amount 
of  rain,  caused  the  Trent  to  overflow  its^nks,  flooding  much  of 
the  low  lying  land.  On  the  foUoMring  day  the  frost  again  set  in, 
by  which  some  fine  sheets  of  ice  were  formed,  much  to  the  delight 
of  some  thousands  of  skaters. 


1879 

February  22. — Died,  at  the  Park  Hotel,  St  James's,  Henry  1879 
Pelham  Alexander  Pelham  Clinton,  6th  Duke  of  Newcastle,  aged 
45  years.  The  deceased,  when  Lord  Lincoln,  was  a  candidate  for 
the  represmitation  of  Nottingham  on  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Mellor, 
Q.C.,  to  the  judicial  bench,  in  December,  1861,  on  which  occasion 
he  was  opposed  by  the  late  Sir  K.  Clifton,  and  defeated  by  a  large 
majority.  He  succeeded  to  the  dukedom  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  October  18th,  1S64. 

February  26, — Destructive  fire  at  Clumber  House,  the  seat 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 

March  29. — Died,  at  Thurgarton  Priory,  Kichard  Milward, 
Esq.,  J. P.  of  the  county  of  Nottingham.  Interred  on  April  4lh, 
in  ITiurgarton  churchyard. 

March. — The  Hide  and  Skin  Market  removed  to  the  new 
premises  in  the  Eastcroft. 

April  5. — The  second  section  of  the  Tramways  to  Forest-road 
and  Carrington  church  opened. 

Ap^il  10. — Died,  the  Rev.  Canon  Richard  Waldo  Sibthorp, 
B.D.,  aged  87  years.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  bom  October 
4th,  1792,  and  was  the  fifth  son  of  Colonel  Humphrey  Waldo 
Sibthorp,  M.P.,  of  Can  wick,  near  Lincoln.  He  was  alternately 
Churchman  and  Roman  Catholic,  was  a  gentleman  who  was  highly 
esteemed  for  his  many  excellent  qualities,  was  the  writer  of  several 
theological  works,  and  was  an  art  coniwisseii/r.  A  full  account  of 
his  life  and  works  will  be  found  in  the  Nottimjham  Guardiurtj  for 
Saturday,  April  12th,  1879. 
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1878  In  April  of  this  year  there  were  turned  up  in,  a  piece  of  land 

off  West-street,  Nottingham,  several  pieces  of  mediseval  pottery 
manufactured  in  the  town.  This  iind  consisted  chiefly  of  water 
jugs,  with  the  upper  portions  of  the  outside  covered  with  a  green 
glaze,  and  flat-bottomed  vessels,  all  the  specimens  of  which  were 
faulty,  having  either  broken  or  fallen  in  ^ape  in  the  kiln  and  con- 
sequently been  thrown  aside,  proving  conclusively  that  Westnatreet 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  pottery.  They  are  believed  by  Mr. 
Briscoe  (in  whose  possession  this  find  is),  to  be  specimens  of  late 
fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century  work.  In  the  spring  of  1874, 
during  the  excavations  for  the  foundations  of  the  Methodist  New 
'  Connexion  chapel,  Parliament-street  (and  near  to  West-street), 
three  old  kilns  were  unearthed,  in  and  near  to  which  were  found 
faulty  examples  of  about  late  fourteenth  century  earthenware,  in 
the  shape  of  jugs,  flat-bottomed  A'essels,  encaustic  paving  tiles, 
together  with  several  coins,  which  fixed  the  period  of  manufacture. 
This  collection  was  presented  to  the  town  by  the  late  Alderman 
Ward,  and  deposited  at  the  Castle  Museum.  Whilst  the  excava- 
tions were  being  made  for  St.  PauVs  church  (about  1816),  which 
is  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  place  of  the  1874  and  1879 
finds,  some  kilns  and  fragments  of  a  similar  character  were  found. 
There  was  only  one  master  potter  in  Nottingham  in  1641.  In 
1693  glass  makers'  crucibles  were  made  here.  The  earliest  known 
example  of  dated  Nottingham  ware  bears  the  year  1700,  and  is  an 
unusually  fine  posset-pot.  Dated  specimens  of  this  ware,  consist- 
ing of  jugs,  christening  bowls,  mugs,  punch  bowls,  puzzle 
jugs,  and  ball  rattle,  are  traced  to  early  in  1781.  The  Not- 
tingham ware  of  this  period  was  of  a  lustrous  glaze,  the 
ornamentation  chiefly  consisting  of  flowers,  birds,  and  diaper 
work.  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  Sheriff  of  Nottingham  in  1737,  was 
a  manufacturer  of  brown  earthenware,  carrying  on  his  work  in 
Beck-street,  by  which  he  amassed  a  large  fortune.  This  ware  was 
at  one  time  of  great  celebrity  throughout  the  Midl^ds,  especially 
the  brown  beer  mugs.  Mr.  Morley  erected  the  building  now 
known  as  the  People's  Hall  as  a  private  residence.  It  was  also 
occupied  by  his  son,  Mr.  C.  L.  Morley,  ex-Chamberlain,  Sheriff, 
Councillor,  Alderman,  and  Mayor,  who  died  about  March,  1836. 
In  1739  there  were  two  master  potters;  and  when  Deering  wrote, 
about  1750,  potters'  ware  was  sent  down  the  Trent  to  various 
places.  Blackner  states  that  about  1785  there  were  two  potteries 
here,  but  Bailey  states  that  the  works  were  discontinued  al)out 
fifty  years  before  that  time,  which  is  certainly  incorrect,  as  (as  we 
have  stated)  specimens  dated  1781  are  known  to  exist.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  manufacture  of  pottery  at  Nottingham  ceased  about 
the  close  of  last  century.  Several  specimens  of  Nottingham  wai-e 
exist  in  museums  and  in  private  collections.  Wo  must  refer  our 
readers,  who  desire  further  information  on  tliis  subject,  to  the  most 
complete  article  which  has  ever  been  published  on  the  subject, 
which  appeared  in  the  2^^ oUinyJiavi  Daily  Gttardian  for  September 
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25th,  1879,  and  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  information    1879 
contained  in  this  note.     The  authorship  of  this  article  is  attributed 
to  Mr.  John  Potter  Biscoe,  F.RH.S ,  chief  librarian  of  the  Free 
Public  Libraries  of   this  town. 

May  30. — Grand  parade  of  the  Robin  Hood  Bifles,  nnder 
the  command  of  Lieut -Ck)lonel  Seelv,  on  the  Castle  green,  in 
commemoration  of  the  20th  annivcirsary  of  the  commencement  of 
the  corps,  on  which  occasion  Captain  and  Adjutant  White,  on 
account  of  decli^ng  years,  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  post  he 
had,  since  its  formation,  filled  with  honour  to  himself  and  much 
profit  to  the  regiment.  Amongst  those  present  to  witness  the 
parade  were  the  Mayor  (Sir  James  Oldknow),  the  majority  of  the 
Corporation,  and  over  5,000  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 

According  to  the  Volunteer  Kegulations,  Capt  White,  having 
served  the  required  time,-  retired  with  the  lunk  of  Major.  A 
subscription  was  afterwards  raised,  and  an  annuity  purchased,  at 
the  cost  of  £1,400,  allowing  him  .£115  6s.  per  annum,  with  a  pro- 
vision of  £100  per  annum  to  Mrs.  White,  should  she  survive  him. 

The  following  statement,  taken  from  the  Regimental  Orders, 
January  1st,  1879,  gives  aiew  interesting  particulars  of  the  corps 
at  that  date  : — 

Enrolled  January  Ut,  1861 746 

Add  members  enrolled  sinoe 4,681 

6,427 
Deduct  members  resigned   4,427 

Total  present  strength 1,000 

The  above  will  show  that  upwards  of  five  thousand  four  hundred  men  con- 
nected with  Nottingham  and  localitj  have  boon  drilled  and  instructed  in  the  use 
of  the  rifle ;  and  from  Monday,  August  30th,  1860,  to  Tuesday,  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1878,  no  less  than  4,729  members  have  undergone  a  course  of  musketry 
inatniotion,  passed  aa  examination,  and  obtained  official  certificates  for  target 
practice. 

No.  3. — Durinff  the  time  the  borough  authorities  have  most  kindly  given  the 
battalion  the  use  of  the  Town  Butts,  the  following  quantity  of  ball  ammunition 
has  boon  received  and  nearly  all  expended : — 

Supptlied  by  Gk>vemment  gratuitously 1,605,290 

Received  on  pre-payment 714,000 

Total  number  of  rounds   2,319,290 

Note. — The  ammunition  purcliased  by  members  from  the  Begimental 
Magazine  has  cost  them  £1,740  10s.  4d. 

Juhf  3. — First  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Castle 
Museum. 

July  10. — Re-opening  of  St.  James's  church  after  extensive 
alterations,  including  a  new  organ,  erected  by  Messi-s.  Brindley 
and  Foster,  of  Sheffield,  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of  £600.  The  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Wordsworth,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  preached  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

Jvly  25. — At  the  assizes  this  day,  Mary  Ann  Sanderson  was 
condemned  to  death  for  the  wilful  muixler  of  Alice  Raynor,  on  the 
11th  of  June,  1879,  by  performing  an  unlawful  operation.  The 
sentence  was  ofterwaixls  commuted  to  penal  servitude  for  life. 
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llie  fiaiire  I  dunotoit  the 
liluTBra  who  wiau  -ongngBd  in 

The  North  r.  South  match 
won  fur  (hu  boneHI  (i(  A.  Shuw 

lDtheiiuilohNott>.c,ILeDt, 
J1U106.  J.  Bvlbjicoi«d;2uid 
W.  Osonift  IM.  In  Notfa.  c. 
OloucGstsnhiro,  AuKUHt  „  W. 
Onetaft  loored  76.  ni.d  W.  U, 
QracB  102.  Ill  Ni>lts.  «.  Mid- 
dleui,  Auk-  H,  W.  Sootton 
Koied  iwt  out  S4  Mid  B»mM 
64.  la  NotU.  r.  Qlouoertw 
ahire,  Aag.  21,A.Shninbui7 

B.  Diift 

W.  Oecroft   

A.  Shr*«slitiry   . 

J.SelbT 

F.wua 

W.Barof   

W.  Flowsn 

A-Shaw    

F.  Mirley . . 
M(.  W.  F.  8 

J  Mill.  ---- 

W.Smtlon 

Mr.  O.  S.  Foljambe  

W,  Shrewebury  

■W.  WriKht 

Mr.  B.  Blflclthuni 

Kored  87  Juid  W  Dnmrfl  68 
ThJB  tDAlch  will  Im--  Inns;  ro- 
membored  a^  thf  ci'in'li]-iH..fiof 
ChelWobam  crick  1 1  weak,  lu 
weU  M  lor  the  liivl  defeat  of 


?.  Story. . 


COimty 


own  ground  in  a 
DUitoh.  The  Nott*.  lunu  iu« 
^milled  in  tlie  drasaiDf;  touoi 
cheerinf;  Barnes  and  Shrews- 
bory  to  tlie  very  echo.  Diiriiip 
the  week  the  litUo  towu  had 
been  rn/ele,  and  on  Wedrps- 
day  eiening  tho  Mayor  gnvi- 
a  bnnquet  to  the  Notta,,  Yiirk- 
ehire.  i  Gloucti>terBhiro  tuani« 
at  thu  principal  hotel.  At  the 
olidetic  BIKirbi,  l.n  Fri.inv 
evening,  Selby  and  Wrifl.t 
each  obtained  a  silver  cup  fcr 
running,  and  on  ajiiKMuing  to 
receive  their  priieiiwei  e  loudly 
dieered  liy  tlie  iii«ctAl<Mrii. 
Before  OUT  players  finnlly 
ratitvd  from  tlie  6C«nO  uf 
action  thu  Cheltonlioin  band 
drew  up  in  front  of  the  R-fViil 
Hotel,  thdr  honii  nuiui.^!*, 
kept  by  Hr.  O.  SiwHord,  a 
Botlingliam  men,  and  played 
"See    the    conquering    hero 


THE  NOTTINGHAM    DATE-BOOK.  603 

July  24. — Inspection  of  the  Robin  Hood  Rifles  on  Bulwell    1879 
Forest,    by  Colonel  Chippendale,  when  776  of  all  ranks  were 
present. 

August  11. — The  Act  of  Parliament  transferring  the  Notting- 
ham Water  Works  to  the  Corporation  received  the  Royal  assent. 
The  following  are  its  chief  provisions : — "  That  the  Corporation 
shall  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  6i  per  cent,  on  each  share  for  the 
year  ending  March  25th,  1881,  6|  per  cent,  for  the  year  ending 
March  25th,  1882,  7  per  cent,  for  the  year  ending  March  25th, 
1883,  and  in  perpetuity.  That  the  company  shall  retain  £20,000 
out  of  the  moneys  to  come  into  their  hands,  and  the  Corporation 
are  also  to  pay  to  the  company  the  further  sum  of  .£10,000  in 
respect  of  their  earnings  prior  to  the  day  of  transfer,  March  25thy 
1880." 

Atigttst  1 1. — Opening  of  the  third  section,  the  Basford  branch, 
of  the  Nottingham  Tramways.  The  company  have  now  (Dec.  Ist^ 
1879,)  twenty  cars  running  on  the  three  sections,  employing  192 
horses,  and  the  average  number  of  passengers  is  from  50,000  to 
60,000  weekly. 

August  14. — Opening  of  mortuary  chapel  at  the  Church 
Cemetery,  Nottingham.  It  is  from  the  design  of  Mr.  R  W.  Godkin, 
of  Westminster,  and  was  built  by  Messra  Bradley  &  Barker,  of 
Nottingham,  at  a  cost  of  <£2,600. 

August  30. — A  man  named  Walter  Shepherd,  employed  at 
the  Midland  station,  met  his  death  whilst  crossing  Carrington- 
street  by  falling  under  a  passing  tram  car.  No  blame  was  attached 
to  any  person,  and  Shepherd  was  perfectly  sober. 

September  1. — Opening  of  the  Nottingham  and  Melton  branch 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 

September  1. — Serious  accident  at  the  Great  Northern  station, 
Nottingham,  caused  by  a  passenger  train  from  Pinxton  coming 
into  collision  with  an  engine  standing  on  the  rails,  by  which  about 
twenty  psissengers  were  injured,  some  of  them  very  seriously. 

September  12,  13,  6l  15. — First  garden  fdte  at  the  Castle 
Museum  ground&  The  plants  and  shrubs  lent  by  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  county  were  of  the  choicest,  some 
of  them  being  particularly  rara  The  band  of  the  76  th  Regiment 
was  in  attendance,  and  in  the  evenings  the  grounds  were  illuminated 
with  four  thousand  coloured  lamps,  arranged  in  various  devices, 
giving  to  the  scene  a  fairy-like  effect,  which  was  much  appreciated 
by  the  immense  concourse  of  spectators. 

September  29  &  30. — The  Mickletorn  jury,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  C.  T.  Jaooby  (who  officiated  for  his  brother  Alfred), 
made  an  inspection  of  the  boundaries  of  the  borougL 

October  19. — Opening  of  the  Roman  Catholic  mission  church 
of  St  Augustine,  situate  in  Woodborough-road,  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Nottingham.  It  is  constructed  of  iron,  lined 
with  satin  wood,  and  the  pews  are  all  polished  American  pine. 
It  will  seat  300  persona  , 
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1879  October  21. — At  the  first  meeting  of  the  43rd  season  of  the 

Nottingham  Glee  Club  (established  1836)  held  at  the  Poultiy 
Hotel,  Mr.  H.  Fox  resigned  the  office  of  hon.  secretary,  which  hie 
had  held  for  twenty-one  years.  When  Mr.  BL  Fox  had  been  hon. 
secretary  for  seven  years,  a  handsome  gold  watch  was  presented 
to  him,  and  it  is  intended  during  the  present  season  to  present  hun 
with  a  testimonial. 

This  is  the  only  remaining  society  of  its  kind  in  Nottingham, 
the  purpose  of  which  is  to  supply  to  its  membera  and  fnends  miscel- 
laneous concerts  at  stated  times  during  the  winter  season,  for  an 
annual  subscription.  For  about  nine  years  Mr.  J.  S.  It.  Annibal 
was  the  permanent  chairman,  and  about  the  time  of  his  taking  to 
the  hotel,  a  handsome  tiu^cpiece  was  presented  to  him,  accompanied 
by  a  testimonial,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  :-"To  J.  S.  R. 
Annibal.  Sir, — The  committee  and  members  of  the  Nottingham 
Glee  Club  beg  your  acceptance  of  a  timepiece,  as  a  slight  testimony 
of  the  esteem  entertained  by  all  for  the  services  rendered  by  yon  tis 
our  chairman  for  the  last  seven  years.  12th  of  March,  1862."  Mr. 
Annibal  continued  the  chairman  until  1865,  after  which,  the  lat« 
Mr.  G.  Gostick,  fishmonger,  of  Derby-road,  acted  for  two  years, 
since  which  time  the  chair  has  been  t^ken  by  various  gentlemen  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

Tliei*e  were  at  one  time  two  other  kindred  societies,  one  of 
which,  the  Anacreontic,  was  first  established  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Timms,  the  Crown  and  Cushion,  Market-street,  on  December  22nd, 
1792,  and  continued  in  a  flourishing  condition  for  many  years. 
It  was  i*emodelled  after  Mr,  J.  Farmer  became  host,  and  when 
he  left  the  house,  it  was  removed  to  the  Durham  Ox,  where  it  was 
broken  up  about  1869.  The  other  society,  the  Harmonic,  was 
commenced  in  the  year  1829,  and  for  many  years  was  held  at  the 
George  Hotel,  and  subsequently  at  St.  George's  Hall,  where  it  was 
closed  in  the  spring  of  1863.  Mr.  Charles  Wragg,  of  Pelham- 
strect,  was  the  treasurer,  and  on  December  23rd,  1858,  a  silver 
cup  was  presented  to  him  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

We  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  Nottingham  Sacred  Har- 
monic Society,  which  was  originated  at  a  meeting  held  in  Nov., 
1856,  of  vocalists  who  had  taken  part  in  a  recent  performance  of 
Mendelssohn's  St.  Paul,  undertaken  by  Mr.  Wm.  Shelmerdine 
and  Mr.  E.  H.  Turpin,  both  of  whom  were  then  resident  professors 
of  music  in  Nottingham.  Over  one  hundred  amateurs  enrolled 
themselves  as  membei's  of  the  society  at  the  first  meeting,  and 
shortly  afterwards  the  society  was  fully  constituted  under  the 
presidency  of  George  Baker,  Esq.,  Mr.  Turpin  being  appointed 
conductor,  Mr.  Shelmerdine  organist,  Mr.  W.  Bedells  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  W.  Allen,  hon.  sec.  The  first  public  performance  was 
given  in  the  Mechanics'  Hall,  on  January  27th,  1857,  the  work 
selected  l>eing  Handel's  Messiah. 

Novettiber  1. — ^The  Municipal  elections.  Bridge  ITarrf,  J. 
Tumey ;  Broxlowe,  J.  P.  Ford ;  Bi/ro7i,  W.  Gregory ;  Castley  J. 
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Froggatt  396,  C.  Weldon  37 ;  Forest,  J.  Miller ;  Manvera,  F.  1879 
Pullman ;  Mapperley,  S.  Bobinson ;  Market,  T.  Worth  ;  Meadow, 
H.  M.  Bailies ;  Robin  Hood,  H.  Browne ;  St,  Albania,  F.  Felkin 
779,  W.  F.  Faulconbridge  646 ;  St:  Ann's,  W.  Pyatt  950,  W.  H. 
Letherland  669  ;  St  Mary's,  T.  Black  256,  J.  Wood  174;  Sherwood, 
R  W.  Smith ;  Trmt,  T.  Palmer ;  WoUat&n,  J.  Burton  666,  a  J. 
Turner  249. 

NoTPeniber  10. — Sir  James  Oldknow  again  appointed  Mayor ; 
Mr.  F.  Acton,  Sheriff. 

November  18. — St.  Philip's  (The  Adams*  Memorial)  church 
consecrated  bj  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

November  24. — Opening,  at  the  Mechanics'  Hall,  by  the  Mayor 
(Sir  James  Oldknow),  of  a  highly  successful  exhibition  of  appara- 
tus and  appliances  for  the  use  of  gas  for  the  purposes  of  lighting, 
heating,  and  cooking,  and  also  as  a  motive  power.  It  remained 
open  six  days,  and  was  visited  by  about  15,000  persons. 

Novettiber  29. — The  premises  of  Mr.  King,  manui^e  manu- 
facturer. Hermit-square,  Sneinton,  destroyed  by  fire.  Damages 
estimated  at  about  £400. 

December  6. — Died,  at  his  town  residence,  Haroourt  House, 
Oavendish-squai-e,  London,  Wm.  John  Cavendish  Scott  Bentinck, 
5th  Duke  of  Portland,  aged  79  years^  one  of  the  wealthiest  peers 
of  the  realm.  He  succeeded  to  the  dukedom  in  1854,  and  was 
never  married.  His  cousin,  John  William  Arthur  Charles  James 
Cavendish,  succeeds  him. 

December  8. — The  following  statistics  taken  by  K  J.  Lowe, 
Esq.,  of  Highfield  House,  and  Mr.  M.  O.  Tarbotton,  Borough 
Engineer,  shew  the  greatest  cold  during  the  preceeding  night  at 
four  feet  above  the  ground  : — 

Mr.  Low8.  Mr.  Turbotton. 

December   1     ...     21*9  deg.  ...  25*3  deg. 

2     ...       3-8  ...  4-5 


» 


)9 


)9 


9> 


19 


>l 


3  ...     16-9  ...  80 

4  ...     15-7  ...  16-2 

5  ...     142  ^       ...  13-6 

6  ...     14-7  ...  20-6 

I  ... —    Ji'A  ...  1  *t} 

8  ...     16-5  ...  7-7 


On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  a  thermometer  so  placed  at 
Highfield  House  was  more  than  2  degrees  below  zero,  and  one  on 
grass  nearly  4 J  below  zero — the  coldest  night  since  December  24- 
25,  1860,  when  it  went  down  to  8,  and  on  the  grass  to  13, 
degrees  below  zero. 


We  feel  that  this  work  would  be  incomplete  did  we  not 
chronicle  the  visit  of  Mr.  Daft's  English  team,  composed  principally 
of  Notts,  men,  to  America.  For  several  years  our  trans-atlantic 
friends  had  endeavoured  to  get  over  a  team  of  English  professional 
cricketers  ;  and  at  last^  through  the  insti-u mentality  of  Mr.  J.  P. 

4i 
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1879  JFord,  of  this  town,  Mr.  Richard  Daft  consented  to  take  out  the 
following  players : — R.  Daft  (captain),  W.  Oscroft,  J.  Selby,  A. 
Shrewsbury,  W.  Barnes,  A-  Shaw,  and  F.  Morley,  of  Notts.,  and 
E.  Lockwood,  T.  Emmett,  G.  Ullyett,  G.  Pinder,  and  W.  Bates, 
of  Yorkshire.  They  set  sail,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ford,  in  the 
Sardinian,  on  August  28th.  The  team  were  everywhere  enthu- 
siastically received.  They  played  a  series  of  twelve  matches  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  of  which  they  won  9,  and  the 
remainder  were  drawn  greatly  in  their  favour. 


The  Nottingham  Corporation  debt,  now  assuming  such 
colossal  proportions,  was  very  humble  in  its  origin,  which  is 
of  comparatively  recent  date.  It  appears  from  the  published 
"Abstract  of  the  Audited  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Boix)ugh  of  Nottingham"  for  the  financial  year  ending  the  1st  of 
September,  1850,  to  have  commenced  with  the  building  of  the 
Baths  and  Wash-houses  in  the  Meadow  Platts,  on  the  west  side  of 
Sneinton  Market-place,  a  loan  of  £3,000  having  been  obtained 
on  mortgage  at  4  per  cent  to  be  applied  towards  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  This  was  supplemented  the  following  year  by  a  further 
loan  of  £1,700  procured  on  mortgage  at  a  similar  rate  of 
interest,  making  a  total  of  £4,700,  a  sum  which  has  re- 
mained owing  on  the  Baths  and  Wash-houses  ever  since. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  present  us  with  no  statement  or 
summary  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Corporation,  until  the  account 
for  the  year  ending  the  31st  August,  1861,  when  it  amounted  to 
£36,130,  which  included,  amongst  others,  the  foregoing  £4,700 
on  the  Baths  and  Wash-houses,  £7,200  on  the  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Sueinton,  £7,700  on  the  Borough  Gaol  improvement,  and  £16, 130 
on  street  improvement. 

The  following  tabular  statement,  compiled  from  the  printed 
abstracted  accounts  of  the  Corporation,  will  give  the  reader  some 
insight  into  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Nottingham  Corporation 
deVjt  from  this  period  : — 


£    s. 

d. 

£    s.  d. 

1862   . 

..   67,215  13 

0 

1867   . 

..  143,014  18  10 

1863   . 

..   72,617  5 

8 

1868   . 

..  152,231  4  10 

1864   . 

..   93,145  19 

0 

1869   . 

..  161,486  6  10 

1865   . 

..  132,713  7 

8 

1870 

..  160,350  1  2 

1866   . 

..  122,304  15 

0 

From  this  date  the  loans  are  divided  under  the  heads  of 

The  Chamber  Local  Board  of  The  New  Trent 

Estate.  Health.  Bridge.  Total 

£,  B.    ±  £  8.d.  £  a.d.  £  B.d. 

1871-28,218  15  0... 117,156  15  6. ..12,750  0  0... 158,125    10   6 
1872-29,277     1  8. ..114,683  16  2.. .21,658  1  6. ..165,618   19   4 
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Henceforward  the  first  two  items  are  termed  1879 

The  Borough  The  Oenentl  Dte-         The  New  Trent 

Fmid.  trictRate.  Bridge.  Total 

£  sd.  £,  ad.  £  a.d.  £  a.d. 

1873-26,516  13  4.. .117,888  16  2. ..19,958  1  6.. .164,363  11  0 
1874-29,450  0  0... 122,846  14  4. ..20,328  1  6. ..172,624  15  10 
1875-30,333  6  8... 123,274  4  4... 18,978  1  6. ..172,585  12  6 
1876-^28,916  13  4.. .133,359  4  4.. .18,178  1  6. ..180,453  19  2 
1877-37,100  0  0... 135,987  14  4.. .17,678  1  6. ..190,767  15  10 
On  the  Ist  November,  1877,  the  annexation  of  the  outlying 
parishes  to  the  mnnicipality  of  Nottingham  took  place,  and  on 
this  date  the  indebtedness  of  the  old  Corporation  stood  as 
follows : — 

The  Borough  The  General  District  The  Ne#  Trent 

Fund.  Rate.  Bridge.  Total 

£a.d.  £  iLd.£  nd.  £  nd. 

4^,500  0  0... 142,669  14  4.. .17,678  1  6. ..206,847  16  10 
The  first  printed  abstracted  account  of  the  extended  muni- 
cipality comprises  only  the  short  period  expiring  the  25th  Ivlarch, 
1878,  an  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  the  9th  of 
February,  1878,  having  been  issued  prescribing  that  the  accounts 
of  Corporations  shall  be  made  up  to  the  25th  March,  and  that  the 
printed  accounts  shall  be  published  after  that  date  in  every  year ; 
so  that  on  the  25th  of  March,  1878,  the  indebtedness  of  the  new  or 
extended  Corporation — the  debts  of  the  Local  Boards  of  the  annexed 
parishes  having  been  taken  over  by  the  Nottingham  Corf)oration, 
viz.,  Basford  X10,600,  Bulwell  £2,200,  Sneinton  £6,750,  and 
of  the  Leen  District  Sewerage  Board,  the  same  by  the  annexation 
having  fallen  entirely  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation, 
about  £120,000— was  as  follows  :— 

The  The  MortffagM 

Chamher     General  District  Rate  The  New  Trent  on  the 

Estate.         and  Borough  Fund.  Bridge.  Bridge  Est.  Total. 

18,400... 340,290  17     9. ..15,608   ^     6. ..6,170.. .380,368  1^9     3 
On  the  25th  of  March,  1879,  according  to  the  last  published 
abstracted   account,  the   Nottingham   Corporation   debt   was  as 
under : — 

The  Chamber    The  General  District  Rate    Private  Improvement  The  New  Trent 

Estate.  and  Borough  Funds.  Works  Fund.  Bridge. 

£  £&d.  £8.       d.  £iLd. 

18,400  ...  457,312  11  1  ...  19,047  5  9  ...  13,108  1  6 

Mortgages  on  the 

Bri(!Q^  Estate.  Total 

£  &      d.  £  s.       d. 

6,170  0  0  ...  514,037  18  4 
Included  in  the  above  are  the  sums  of  £15,000  paid  as 
compensation  to  the  county  for  Police  stations,  loss  of  rateable 
value,  (fee,  under  the  Borough  Extension  Act,  1877,  and  of 
£11,775  also  paid  under  the  same  act  as  compensation  for  loss  of 
offica 

Perhaps  the  total  may  ultimately  be  reduced  by  the  amount 
of  the  Private  Improvement  Works  Fund  (£19,047  5a  9d.),  as  it 
is  expected  that  the  whole  amount  will  be  repaid  with  legitimate 
interest  by  the  owners  of  properties  improved. 
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1879  The  recent  purchase  of  the  Gras  Works  by  the  Corporation 

has  not  been  brought  into  the  account  in  any  way.     For   the 
present  it  may  be  considered  as  a  going  paying  concern.      The 
water  supply  does  not  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Corporation 
until  Lady-day,  1880. 

The  debt  of  the  Nottingham  School  Boai-d,  not  included  in 
the  above,  was  (Michaelmas,  1879)  £73,017    3s.   7d.,   for  which 
amount,   and   the  interest  thereon,   together  with   the   working 
expenses  of    the  School  Board,  the  Corporation,  as  the   rating 
authority,  are  responsible.    The  payments  from  the  Corporation  to 
the  School  Board  during  the  year  ending  Michaelmas,  1879,  have 
been  j£  10,400,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  4Jd.  in  the  pound. 

The  General  District  or  Borough  Rate,  now  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  Corporation  as  regards  its  ordering,  collecting, 
i^nd  spending,  was  this  year  (1879)  at  the  rate  of  3s.  11  Jd.  in  the 
pound  maile  upon  the  rateable  value  of  £635,875  5s.  Od.,   and 
estimated  to  produce  about  the  sum  of  £100,000. 

The  income  of  the  Nottingham  Corporation  for  the  year  end- 
ing Lady-day,  1879,  may  be  taken  in  round  numbers  at  £150,000, 
made  up  in  part  by  the  rents  (gross  in  each  case)  of  the  following, 
estates,  viz.: — 

Chamber  Estate  ...  ...  ...  •  ...£8,848 

Rents  of  Shambles     ...  ...  ...  ...     1,193 

Tolls,  Stallages,  and  Standings  at  Markets  and  Fairs      4,958 
Sale  of  Nightsoil,  &c....  ...  ...  ...     5,436 

Admission  to  Castle  Museum     ...  ...  ...     3,422 

Bridge  Estate  Rents   ...  ...  ...  ...     7,460 

To  whicli  must  be  added.  Fines  and  Fees  at  Petty  Sessions  £2,000, 
Government  Grants  for  Pay  and  Clothing  of  Police  and  expenses 
of  Prosecutions  £8,000,  and  other  minor  receipts  from  various 
sources,  making  with  the  amount  from  the  General  DLstrict  Rate, 
a  gi-and  total  of  £150,000. 

Exaissive  £is  the  expenditure  may  be  considered,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nottingliam  live  in  one  of  the 
healthiest  and  handsomest  towns  this  or  any  other  country  of  the 
world  at  the  present  day  can  shew.  It  always  charms  the  travel- 
ler, and  roam  where  you  will,  you  find  its  sons  ever  proud  to  claim 
kindred  with  it.  Its  natural  situation  of  hill  and  dale,  with,  for 
the  most  part,  a  sand  and  gravelly  foundation,  has  been  taken 
advantage  of  to  develop  and  promote  sanitar}'  armngeinents  to  the 
utmost ;  while  its  atmosphere,  sharj)  but  bracing,  will  be  found 
in  the  absence  of  any  disease  affecting  the  chest,  conducive,  as  the 
tables  of  mortality  prove,  to  long  life. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  hoped  that  no  apology  will  be  necessary 
for  applying  to  Nottingham  the  following  lines  : — 

He  that  on  its  happy  soil 

Is  not  content  to  stay, 
May  leave  it  when  he  likes ;  and  find 

A  better  where  he  may. 
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